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NOTICE OF A COMMENT PERIOD ON A PROPOSED RULE

AGENCY: _Agriculture - TITLE NUMBER:.SL

RULE TYPE: Legislative : ; CITE AUTHORITY _19-13-3

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES_¥X_ NO___

IF YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED; __2
West Virginia Apiary Law of 1991

TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED:
(repeal and replace)

[F NO, SERIES NUMBER OF NEW RULE BEING PROPOSED:

TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:

IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING, A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH
ANY INTERESTED PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS
COMMENT PERIOD WILL END ON __July 29, 1991 AT __ 12 noon

ONLY WRITTEN COMMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AND ARE TO BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING

ADDRESS.
Dr. (harles Coffman

Plant Industries Division

West Virginia Dept. of Agriculture K ]_IMI'II‘\LSESDU'?CS) "II:'SHE%EIOPO?ESD RULEB. E

1906 Kanawha Boulevard, Fast

| g
Charleston, WV 25385-2170 % /‘VC/
arleston, / g /

ATTACH A BRIEF SUMMARY OF YOUR PROPOSAL
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FISCAL NOTE FOR PRCOPOSED RULES [Ffigrsr BEST o
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Rule Title: West Virginja Apiary Law of 1981, Legis1ati@"Ru#és
Type of Rule: y. LegisTative Interpretive Procedural

Agency: West Virginia Department of Agriculture Address: Plant

Industries Division, Charleston, WV 25305

T Annual Fiscail Year

1, Effect of Proposed Rule;Increase Decrqugﬁburrentr Next.] After
Estimated Total Cost $ $2,205. [%00.00 §$2,205./82,20%
Personal Services $ $1,020. |$00.00 {$1,020.]81,020
Current Expenses 1 Is 900. {s00.00ls s60.s 900
Repairs and Alterations|$ $00.00 $00.00 [$00.00 |$ 0.0C0
Equipment 3 . $00.00 $00.00 ($00.00 |$ 0.00
Other ‘$ $ 285, ,300.00.% 285.% 288

2. Explanation of Above Estimates: A1l figures have been based
upon an average calculated daily rate for wages and expenses :
incurred while performing field assignments in travel status. The
talculated daily rates are as follows.

Wages = $ 68,00
Lodging = $ 35,00
Meals = $ 25,08
Fuel costs = $ 19.060

A1l costs have been further broken down %fto establish an
estimated fee to treat an individual hive unit for $9.18 per hive,




3. Objectives of These Rules: To establish proecedural guidelines
for regulatory enforcement of The West Virginia Apiary Law of
19910 -

4, Explanation of Overall Economic Impact of Proposed Rules.

A, Economic Impact on State Government., To recover specific
cperational costs associated with the re-treatment and/or
additional sterilization of diseased bee eguipment.

B. Economic Impact on Political Subdivisions; Specific
Industries; Specific Groups of Citizens. Any person{s) who
keeps bees and knowingly violates the provisions prescribed
in the proposed Tegislative rules under section 61-2-3 and
under section 19~13-5 subsection {(b) of the Wesi Virginia
Apiary Law of 1991, shall, because ¢f nen-compliance with
written recommendations, be fully responsible for the
payment of all fees ($9.18 per hive unit) connected with the
re-treatment of diseased bee equipment,

C. Economic Impact on Citizens/Public at Large. Other than
specific fndividuals in the beeskeeping industry, no economic
impact will be experienced by any citizen or public at
large.

Date: /;;2;4%<L— /é?ff S

Signature of Agency Head or Authorized Representative
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61-2-1, General.

1.1, Scope. --These legislative regulations establish general

operating rules and procedures for the inspection of apiaries and
control of bee diseases.

1.2. Authority. =-- WV, Code 19-13- 3

1.3, Filing Date, -~

1.4, Effective Date, --

1.5. Repeal of former rule: This legislative rule repeals and

replaces WV 61CSR2 "West Virginia Apifary Law of 1969" filed
September 9, 1969 and effective October 13, 1869,

61-2-2. Registration Of Bees; Identification Of Apiaries.

2.1. The commissioner shall furnish an application for apiary
registration to persons who keep bees for the annual
registration of bee colonies,.

2.2, Upon receipt of an apiary registration application, the
commissioner shall issue a certificate which shall be valid
until December 31 of the year issued.

2.3, Persons who keep bees and who have registered their
apiaries shall be required to report to the commissioner
additional colonies obtained through capturing swarms or from
packaged bees imported from any state, province or territory
within ten (10) days of acquisition.

2.4, Persons who import bees in hives or used apiary equipment
into West Virginia, bearing a valid certificate of inspection,
for the purpose of permanent location, honey production or
pollination service to the fruit and vegetable industry, must
report tec the commissicner, by means of a regquest for permit
of entry, within ten (1C) days prior to arrival within the
state.

2.5. Anyone keeping bees for the express purpose of conducting
educational beekeeping projects, classes or programs which are
under the direction of a governmenial eniity or a rsccgnized
educational organization such as &-H, FFA, or educational
oromotions sponsored by state or Tocal beekeeping associations
shall be under an educational apiary registration exemption




until such projects classes or programs have been concluded.
At that time sajd persons must register their bees with the
state on an annual basis thereafter, Bees being kept under an
educational exemption are not exempt, however, from tLhe
treatment provisions of the West Virginia Apiary Law of 1991
when a contagious disesase is identified.

61-2-3, Right O0f Entry; Apiary Inspections; Quarantines.

3.1. It shall be unlawful for any perscn to keep or maintain
bees in any hive or receptacle which does not permit the
thorough examination of the brood combs,.

3.1.2. Whenever and wherever it shall be found that <£fhe
inspection of bees is impossible due to the keeping of bees in
hives or other receptacles not equipped to permit the
examination of combs, the beekeeper shall be so informed in
writing and given twelve (12) months from the initial date of
inspection to correct the condition, Whenever or wherever
these conditions are not corrected within the allotted time,
the commissioner shall cause the colonies fo be guarantined
until such time as the problem is corrected,

3.1.b. If infectious or contagious bee disease is found in the
environs of an apiary equipped with hives that cannot be
inspected, the colcenies contained 1in such hives shall be
considered affected with the confirmed bee disease(s) and
shall be destroyed and/or sterilized as the situation
warrants, Due to the nature of contagious bee dissase, no 12
month grace period will be granted,.

3.2, The inspection of & colony of bees shall consist of
removing three (3) or more frames containing developing brooad
from the hive and examining both sides for evidence of

disease.

3.3, After inspecting or handling any disease infected apiary
reiated material and/or appliances, and before procesding to
any other apiary, the inspector shall thoroughly disinfect
and/or de-contaminate every portion of his/her person,
tlothing, and appiiances that may have been in contact with
infected materials and shall cause every assistant, whether
heekeeper or inspector, to do Tikewise.

3.4, A1l «colonies of Dbees that are <confirmed with a
transmissible disease _shall be quarantined and, as soon as
pessible, be treated as the situation warrants in the presence
of, or by, an inspector. If the incidence of the disesase fis
such that, in the judgment of the inspector, chemical control
treatment may be .successful, the affected colonies shall be
guarantined and treatment shall be prescribed. The dinspector
in charge will submit to the apiary owner, 1in addition fo




those items required by 19-15-5-b, a written document of
colicy statements and recommendations for treatment and
control of the bes disease., Upon submission of said decuments,
the apiary owner will, by signed agreement, willingly
acknowledge and accept full responsibility for compliance with
the quarantine.

3.4.a. A1l hive parts and/or additional equipment contained in
the diseased apiary that may be sterilized and reused shall be
sterilized by any acceptable method which the commissioner
determinss effective for control of bee diseases.

3.4.b. A1l colonies confirmed infected with any non-
contagious bee disease shall be treated in a manner consistent
with the best known methods at the time such disease s found.
Such methods shall be specifisd by the inspector in writing.

3.5, Persons who unknowingly own bees that are, upon
inspection, determined to have a2 contagious disorder must have
all affected apiary equipment sterilized. No further
regulateory action will be taken as long as the perscn complies
with the terms ¢f the guarantine.

Parsons who are found in violation c¢f the terms of the
quarantine shall be subject to further requlatory acticn and
shall be charged a fee for any additicnal sterilization
treatment(s) of affected apiary material.

Fees that are charged for subsequent treatment{s) to steriliize
disease contaminated bee eguipment shall be calculated at a
rate of $9.,18 per hive. Such rafe wiill be charged to recover
the costs for conducting such treaimeni(s).




