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SUMMARY OF LEGISLATIVE RULE FOR CERTIFICATION OF ELECTRICAL INSPECTORS

Proposed legisiative rule §103-1 “Certification of Electrical Inspectors” establishes the following
as a Legislative Rule:

Standards and procedures for certification, including applications, examinations required, fee
schedule, qualifications and classifications, procedures for investigating complaints, revoking or
suspending certifications and for certification renewal. In addition, this rule establishes electrical
inspector's responsibilities, prohibited acts and penalties for non-compliance.

This rule is necessary to fulfill statutory obligations imposed by §29-3C. Many private electrical
inspectors and some electrical power utilities are awaiting approval and implementation of legislative
rule to comply with said statute. Currently, some electrical utilities require an electrical inspection of
electric service prior to activation. Legislative rules are necessary for this agency to effectively
regulate and certify electrical inspectors. Also this legislative rule establishes rules and guidelines for
the electrical trade to adhere to and reference.
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(Please include a copy of this form with each filing of your ride: Notice of Public Hearing or Comment Period; Proposed
Rule, and if needed, Emergency and Modified Rule.)

DATE: February 18, 2003

TO: LEGISLATIVE RULE-MAKING REVIEW COMMITTEE

FROMZ(Agem‘y Name, Address & Phone No ) State Fire Marshal's Office
1207 Quarrier Street, 2nd Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

Attn: Anthony W. Carrico
Deputy State Fire Marshal 558-2191 {(ext. 206)

LEGISLATIVE RULE TITLE: _103.1-"Certification of Electricallnspectors”

L. Authorizing statute(s) citation ~ .29-3C-4

2. a.  Date filed in State Register with Notice of Hearing or Public Comment Period:

November 22, 2002

b.  What other notice, including advertising, did you give of the hearing?

Numerous phone calls to intrested parties involved. Public Service Commission, Allegheny
Power Company and various current electrical inspectors.

¢.  Date of Public Hearing(s) or Public Comment Period ended:

January 3, 2003

d.  Attachlist of persons who appeared at hearing, comments received, amendments, reasons
for amendments.

Attached XXX No comments received




e.  Date you filed in State Register the agency approved proposed Legislative Rule following
public hearing: (be exact)

February 18, 2003

£ Name, title, address and phone/fax/e-mail numbers of agency person(s) to receive
all written correspondence regarding this nile: (Please type)

Anthony W, Carrico
Peputy State Fire Marshal
1207 Quarrier Street, 2nd Floor

Charleston, WV 25301

Phone; 558-2191 Ext. 206 Fax: 558-2537 Email: acarrico@wvfiremarshal.org

g IF DIFFERENT FROM ITEM ‘f’, pleasc give Name, title, address and phone
number(s) of agency person(s) who wrote and/or has responsibility for the contents of this

rule: (Please type)

3. If the statute under which you promulgated the submitted rules requires certain findings and
determinations to be made as a condition precedent to their promulgation:

a.  Give the date upon which you filed in the State Register a notice of the time and place

of a hearing for the taking of evidence and a general description of the issues to be
decided.

N/A




b.  Date of hearing or comment period:

N/A

c.  On what date did you file in the State Register the findings and determinations required
together with the reasons therefor?

N/A

d.  Attach findings and determinations and reasons:

Attached N/A




TITLE 103
LEGISLATIVE RULE -t
STATE FIRE MARSHAL N

SERIES 1
CERTIFICATION OF ELECTRICAL INSPECTORS

§103-1-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- These rules establish the procedures to be
followed to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public
as well as public and private property by assuring the competence
of those who perform electrical inspections of dwellings and
other structures through certification by the state fire marshal.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Code §29-3C-4
1.3. Filing Date. -

1.4, Effective Date. —

§103-1-2. Definitions.

2.1. "Certified Electrical Inspector" - Means a person in good
standing with the requirements of W. Va. Code 29-3C and these
rules who is certified by the state fire marshal as qualified to
perform electrical inspections. As used in this rule, "electrical
inspector" does not include an inspector employed by the office
of miner's health, safety and training pursuant to the provisions
of section eleven, article one, chapter twenty-two-a of the W.Va.
code.

2.2, "Electrical Inspection" - Means any inspection required by
W. Va. Code 29-3, 29-3B, 29-3C and these rules and any inspection
of a building to which electrical service is connected, wherein
the inspector certifies that the electrical system in the
building is in compliance with the national electrical code,
state fire code and/or the state building code.

2. 3. "Master electrician" - Means a perscn who holds a valid
Master's Electrician License as issued by the state fire marshal
and as defined in section two, article three-b, chapter twenty-
nine of the W. Va. code.

2.4, V"Electrical work" - Means the installation of wires,
conduits, apparatus, fixtures, other appliances, egquipment or
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systems for transmitting, carrying, contrelling or using
electricity as defined in the scope of the national electrical
code.

2.9, "License" - Means a valid and current electriciar’s license
issued by the state fire marshal.

2.6, "Electrical contractor" - Means a person, firm or corporation
who engages in the business of electrical work or employs master
electricians, journeyman electricians, apprentice electricians or
other workers for the construction, alteration or repair of any
electrical system as defined in the scope of the national
electrical code.

2.7. "Design" - Means to plan or layout electrical systems in
sketches or drawings for use by licensed electricians. It
includes, but is not limited to, determining the service
components of electrical systems, the type and sizes of
conductors, circuit breakers and other components of electrical
systems necessary to accommodate the demand load.

2.8. "National Electrical Code" - Means the National Electrical
Code for licensing of electricians is that Code promulgated by
the National Fire Protection Association. Copies of the National
Electrical Code way be obtained at the expense of the party
making request by contacting: The National Fire Protection
Association, Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02269. 1-800-344-3555.

2.9. "State Fire Marshal" - Means the West Virginia State Fire
Marshal and/or his/her designated representatives.

2.10. “State fire commission” - Means the state agency composed of
the appointed state fire commissioners and the office of the
state fire marshal.

§103-1-3. Certification of electrical inspectors required.

3.1. After the first day of January, two thousand three, no
>lectrical inspections may be performed, offered or engaged in
for compensation or hire within the state of West Virginia by any
perscn who is not certified pursuant to this rule. Provided, That
any person who is employed by this state or any subdivision of
this state and who in the normal course of his or her employment
conducts electrical inspections may  perform electrical
inspections as within the scope of his or her employment without
certification pursuant to this rule.




§ 103-1-4. Classification of Electrical Inspectors.

4.1. Certification of electrical inspectors will compose of the
following three (3) classificaticns:

4.1.1 - "“Class A Electrical Inspector Certification” - This
classification authorizes the electrical inspector to perform
electrical inspections on one and two family dwellings only.

4.1.2. - "“Class B Electrical Inspector Certification” - This
classification authorizes the electrical inspector to perform
electrical inspections on all structures including but not
limited to one and two family dwellings.

4.1.3. - "Class C Electrical Inspector Certificaticn” - This
classification authorizes the electrical inspector to perform
electrical plan review and perform electrical inspections on all
structures including but not limited to one and two family
dwellings.

§103-1-5. Qualifications for Certification.

5.1. To apply for a "Electrical Inspector's Certification” a
perscn must possess a valid and current Master's Electrician
License issued by the state fire marshal. An applicant must also
show proof of successfully passing the respective tests as
offered by the National Certification Program for Construction
Code Inspectors and administered by Experior, Inc. 2100 NW 53*
Avenue, Gainsville, FL 32653, or its equivalent as determined by
the state fire marshal and/or his or her designees.

5.1.1. For a “Class A Electrical Inspector Certification”, in
addition to the electrical licensure requirement, an applicant
must show proof of passing “Test 2A Electrical Cne and Two Family
Dwelling” of the National Certification Program for Construction
Code Inspectors, or its egquivalent as determined by the state
fire marshal and/or his or her designees.

5.1.2 For a ™“Class B Electrical Inspector Certification”, in
addition to the electrical licensure requirement, an applicant
must show procf of passing “Test 2A Electrical One and Two Family
Dwelling” and “Test 2B Electrical General” of the National
Certification Program for Constructicn Code Inspectors, or its
equivalent as determined by the state fire marshal and/or his or
her designees.

5.1.3 For a “Class C Electrical Imspector Certification”, in
addition to the electrical licensure requirement, an applicant
must show proof of passing “Test 2C Electrical Plan Raview”,
“"Test 2A Electrical One and Two Family Dwelling” and "“Test 2B

-
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Electrical General” of the National Certification Program for
Construction Code Inspectors, or its equivalent as determined by
the state fire marshal and/or his or her designees.

§ 103-1-6. Procedure for application.

6. 1. Form of Request - Each applicant requesting an electrical
inspector's certification under the provisions of these rules
must, as a condition precedent to such issuance of certification,
furnish the state fire marshal with:

6.1.1. A completed application on forms furnished by the state
fire marshal.

6.1.2. Proof of professional liability insurance {errors and
omissions}) in the amount of not less than two hundred and fifty
thousand ($250,000.00) dollars. Proof of renewal shall be
forwarded to the state fire marshal's office prior to the
expiration date of the policy and shall cover at a minimum the
period for which the Electrical Certification is issued.

6.1.3 A copy of a valid West Virginia business license as issued
by the West Virginia Department of Tax and Revenue.

6.1.4. Any other documentation that the fire marshal or one of
his/her designees may require to ensure compliance with
qualifications for certification.

6.2. Failure to Meet Experience and/or Qualifications - Any person
whe fails te meet the required minimum cqualifications will
forfeit their application fee. Any applicant who attains the
minimum requirements at a latter date must submit to the state
fire marshal a new application for certification.

6.3. Upon review of application and approval by the state fire
marshal and receipt o©of the certification fee, the state fire
marshal will 1issue the individual electrical inspector's
certification.

§ 103-1-7. Expiration and Renewal.

7.1. Expiration - All electrical inspectors’ certifications issued
by the state fire marshal shall expire on the last day of the
anniversary month (twelve months) from date of issuance of said
certification. (i.e., license issued on August 15, 2003 will
expire on August 30, 2004 and on August 30 each successive
yvear) .




i.2. Renewal Fee Required - Any electrical 1inspector’'s
certification in good standing may be renewed prior to the
expliration date by submitting the authorized renewal
certification fee to the state fire marshal. It shall be the
individual electrical inspector's respcnsibility to submit their
certification renewal to the state fire marshal pricr to the
expiration date.

7.3. Renewal After Expiration - All electrical inspectors’
certifications not renewed in accordance with the provisions of
this rule will be required to submit a new application to the
state fire marshal. No person shall perform electrical inspection
work during the periocd of time their certification is expired.
Any person failing to renew their certification will be required
to reapply for the electrical inspector's certification for which
he/she qualifies in accordance with these rules.

7.4, As a condition of renewing any electrical inspector's
certificate, the state fire marshal shall require proof of
completion of three (3) Continuing Education Units every three
years. Upon providing the state fire marshal with the required
documentation, the state fire marshal will 1issue the
certification.

§103-1-8. Fees.

8.1. Certification fee - Means a fifty ($50.00) dollar fee per
certification.

8.2. Renewal fee - Means a one hundred ($100.00} dollar fee per
certification annually.

8.3. Application fee — Means a twenty-five ($25.00) dollar fee per
application submitted.

8.4. Duplicate license fee - A person who has lost or had their
electrical inspector's certification destroyved, may submit a
duplicate application fee of ten ($10.00) dollars payable to the
state fire marshal and a notarized statement stating that said
license was lost or destroyed.

§103-1-9. Prohibited Acts.

9.1, An electrical inspector may neither approved nor disapprove
electrical work of which he or she does not have personal
knowledge. He/she shall refrain from engaging in
misrepresentation of his/her authority or responsibility. He/she
may not use his/her certification as an electrical inspector to
secure special favors or treatment.
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9.2, An electrical inspector may not inspect any electrical
installation for which he/she has performed any part of the work.
A person may not perform an electrical inspection of any work
furnished by a private contractor that employs him/her on a full-
time, part-time or incidental basis, nor commit a conflict of
interest under West Virginia law: Provided, That an employee of a
contractor performing electrical installation may inspect
electrical work performed by other employees of the same
employer, so long as the inspection is not intended to be relied
on by any person other than the employer and so long as the
electrical inspector does not certify to an electric utility or
to any person that the work is in compliance with applicable
building codes, electrical codes or other standards.

§103-1-10. Effect of Noncompliance; Failure to obtain certification;
Penalty.

10.1. Penalties are in accordance and as established by W. Va.
Code §29-3C-9.

10. 2. Each day during which such electrical inspection is
performed without the required certification or while in non-
compliance with any of the provisions of W. Va. Code §29-3-1 et
gseq., after official notice that such work is unlawful, is a
geparate offense.

§ 103-1-11. Disposition of Complaints.

11.1. Enforcement of Certification Requirements - In the course
of investigating complaints as authorized under West Virginia
Cede, the state fire marshal and his/her designated
representative shall inquire respecting the certification of
persons in compliance with W. Va. Ccde §29-3-1, et seq. and these
rules.

11.2. Any citizen, law enforcement official or other official of
any state, county, or municipal government agency, upon observing
an infraction of the certification requirements of W. Va. Code
§29-3C-1 et seqg. may make a written complaint to the office of
the state fire marshal. The state fire marshal may provide a form
for this purpose, but a complaint may be filed in any written
form. When a complaint is made to the office of the state fire
marshal, that office shall investigate the complaint. In addition
to describing the alleged violation which prompted the complaint,
the complaint should contain as a minimum the following
information:

11.2.1 The name and address of the certified electrical
inspector or applicant against whom the complaint is lodged.
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11.2.2 The date of the alleged unlawful act.
11.2.3 The nature of the alleged unlawful act.

11.2. 4 The location of the alleged unlawful act/occurrence.

11.3. Requests for comment on complaints sent to the certificate
holders or applicants shall ke considered properly served when
sent to their last known address. It is the responsibility of
the certificate holder or applicant to keep the state fire
marshal informed of his/her current address.

11. 4. After receipt and review of a complaint, the state fire
marshal shall cause to be conducted any reasonable inquiry or
investigation he/she considers necessary to determine the truth
and validity of the allegations set forth in the complaint.

§103-1-12. Responsibilities of the Electrical Inspector.

12.1. Any certified electrical inspector, if he/she has knowledge
of violations of any rule of the state fire marshal or any rule
of the state fire commission or of the W. Va. Code, shall submit
the information, together with available evidence to the state
fire marshal.

12.2. All certified electrical inspectors shall submit a written
report of any findings of his or her electrical inspection to the
property owner and other appropriate parties. In addition, the
electrical inspector shall include the name and electrical
license number of the individuals performing the electrical work.

12.3. Shall submit an annual report to the state fire marshal
indicating the number, type and locations of electrical
inspections performed during the proceeding year. This annual
report shall be filed with the state fire marshal no later than
the thirty-first day of January the following year.

12.4, sShall submit annually to the state fire marshal a copy of
his or her respective fee schedule.

12.5. Shall comply with all federal, state and local laws, rules
and regulations.

§ 103-1-13. Denial of Cerification; Suspension or Revocation.

13.1. The state fire marshal may, upon complaint, or upon his or
her inquiry, subject to the provisions of article one, chapter
thirty of the W. Va. Code, suspend or revoke the license of any
person upon finding that:




13. 1.1 The certification was granted upon an application, or upon
documents supporting the application, that materially misstated
the applicant's qualifications or experience.

13.1.2 The certified electrical inspector incompetently performed
an electrical inspection.

13.1.3 The certified electrical inspector failed to comply with a
material provision of article three, article three b, and article
three c, chapter twenty-nine of the W. Va. Code or any rule of
the state fire commission or fire marshal.
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EXAMINER CARRICO: Geoced morning. My name
is Tony Carrico; I am Deputy State Fire Marshel in
charge of the Regulatory and Licensing Division at
the Fire Marshal's Office.

Needless to say, I have had a very active
part in the actual Statute, as well as the Rule.

For your information, the Rule was signed by the
Secretary of State on December 20th as an Emergency
Rule, as a place holder until we can get the Agency-
approved Rule in place. What that means is,
basicelly, con January 1, 2003, this Rule went into
effect.

I'm going to go ahead and ask now if any of
you have written comments, go ahead and submit them
up here on the table now and we will get on with the
oral comments in a minute.

{nc response)

EXAMINER CARRICO: Nco written comments,
okay. This is my first time as a Hearing Examlner.
Basically, I will go down this 1list in no particular

vou who inalcated you wlsh to
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crder, but th
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ent, I will ask vou toc come up and

0
O




1 jmake vour presentation or your comments; and try to
2 limit them to five cr seven nminutes. I'm nct going
3 fto cut you off immediately 1 you have got a few

4 tmore things to say. We don't have 100 pecple here,
5 ¥so I don't think we're gcocing to have a problen

& Jthere.

7 That being said, I have some copies

8 {basically of the applicetion here, i1f you have not
9 Jseen i1tf. I have a copy of the Rule angd a copy of
10 Jthe Statute and I alsc brought along the National
11 (Construction Code Inspector's certification program
12 jhandbook that I'm sure I'l1l be getting & lot of

13 jrecuests on.

14 That being said agein, I'm golng to go

15 Jahead and o¢pen the floor. This will not be a

16 |dialogue between myself and you; you make your

17 comments, they're recorded, and we move on. After
18 the hearing is over, we'll talk again, c¢ff the

19 |record, some comments between yourself and me. But

20 |during the actual hearing, I will not be engaging in
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from Megcoe Inspection. Do vou have & presentation?

When you do this, go ahead and repeat your name, who

you revpresent, if you're with a company or self-

employed.

CLIFTON BENNETT: I'm Clifton Bennett from
Megco Inspections. I weuld just like to state for
the record that I'm in faveor of the proposal, and I
have several reascns why. The first of which is
that it provide a level of professional integrity.
Currently, 1f vou can find somebody to accept your
inspections in the State of West Virginia, vyvcu're zan
inspecter, and you don't really have to have any
gualifications, ¢ther than those that are reguired
by the person that you're reporting to. I think it
would be good tce have gualificaticns that are
regquired by every inspector.

My second point is I think it would provide
a level of acceountability. We would all be licensed
by the State Fire Marshal and wculd ke accountable
for the things that we do. I believe 1t would

provide a level plaving field for all Inspectcrs

that zre ocut there; evervbody would have to have the
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same gualifications, have the same training, and,
you know, have %to have gcne through the same things.
And I hope that in the future it might provide a
consistency in the inspection process, because we
would all have.to go through the same gualifications
and training to get those qualifications. It should
give us some level of consistency in what is
required to pass the inspecticns. That's ail I
have.

EXAMINER CARRICO: Thank vyou. The next
one I have is Kenneth Boyer from Tri-State
Inspection Service.

{no response)

EXAMINER CARRICO: You have no comment.
Next will be Jack Jamison.

JACK JAMISON: I'm Jack Jamison, Jr., from
Morgantown for Megco Inspections. I am in faver of
the bill, and hope that it will put all in
consistency and establish a consistent level field
for us all to be doing inspections and give us some

credibility so hopelZully fire and casualty insurance

will become obteainable and economicaily possible to
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17

18

19

ebtain in this state again. 2nd 1f we don't get
some inspections and have some kind of control by
somebody, hopefully the State Fire Marshal, we are
going tc be under the economic control of the
insurance industry. Thank you.

EXAMINER CARRICO: William Kalb.

WILLIAM KALB: My name as William Xalb,

I'm with Megco Inspections. And basically I have a

guestion and a reguest. Like mv predecessors, I am
in favor of the pill. My question is this, and T
will give you a typical scenario. I drive three

hours, because I cover a large area, to do an

inspection and I get down to Summersville, for

fargument sake, and I am filling out the application

and I find that the homecowner did not wire his cwn

house, he gives me the name of the so-called

electrician, but he doesn't know the license number,
he doubts very much whether he had a license, but he
is a good o0ld boy, he's wired a lot of mines. And
previously I don't think I was required or even

allcowed to ask Ifor a man's license number; now, I'm

reguired to rut 1t down. What co I cdo in this case?
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Secoﬁdly, I find myself, as most of you
probably have, doing inspections on sealed meters
and you have to coordinate with gas and electric --
the electric power company to have scomecne come and
unseal the meter, pull it, and seal it back up after
vou're done. If you're decing an inspection in your
local area, this is nct a problem. But if you have
driven scme distance and you probably have two or
three stops befocre you get there, and ycu may hot
even know in advance that yvou have a sezled meter,
it's almost impossible to get somecne out on a
moment's notice te unseal the meter.

I am requesting that the Fire Marshal try
to get some kind of coordinaticn with the power
company, Sc that perhaps we can have a speclal seal
that we can put on. I can understand that they
wouldn't want to leave the boxes open. I can
understand that they wouldn't want tc give us their
gray seals, but if we are all going to be master
electricians now, we certainly should be gualified

to work in a kot meter socket and we shcould have

some means of deoing so without any problems. Thank
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vou.

EXAMINER CARRICO: Your guestions are
noted. Ronald Mathias.

RONALD MATHIAS: My name is Ron Mathias,
and I'm sure most of you guys know me. You know I
have fought for this bill for the last three years.
The reascon I've fought for the bill is because we're
cut in the field every day; we see the garbage that
is being done on electrical services in this state.
Sometimes, and I know all you guys -- Kenny with
Tri-State -- we've talked about that it's & shame
that we only have the approval or the right or
authority to go to that last disconnect before the
branch circuits, because it's -- I mean it's a mess.
People wouldn't believe 1t. I would like for people
tc spend one day with me in the field, cr any of my
guys in the field. Even in the city, the city
inspectors, there's a bunch of stuff screwed up, and
I think that this Rule will allow a start, it's a
good start, and it's a tremendous start, and I would

like to compliment Tony on the work he's done and

evervbody down there at the Fire Marshal's Cffice
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who got this threough. I knew how tough 1t was,
because as I said, I've been working with it. I've
been working with -- that one reason -- to try to

get safe installations in the state. The other
reason is I get c¢alls all the time wanting to know,
"Well, I need an inspector's number.” "Well, I
don't have an inspector's number; there is no such

thing as an inspector in the State of West

Virginia."” We zre approved by Alliegheny Power to do
the inspections that we do. We are only approved --
we are nobody, we're nothing. We're just like that

guy down the street that was mastered in Iin 1987,
whenever fhe electricians were mastered in, and you
guys know as well as I dc there was a lot of non-
electricians that got their masters. This is going
to give us scme respect. It's going to give us some
policing. We need -- I mean, as I look here today,
I guess our company is really interested, because
the majority of the people here are from Megcc. We
want to be pcocliced by somebody:; we want somebody to

be able to answer & guestion for us to help us out,

because the Code's not rlack and white. Those are 2
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couple of the reascns.

The other reason, the day before -- New
Year's Eve I called my insurance agent at Erie
Insurance, Raymond Bernard. I said, "Raymond, I
need a favor." I said, "Take my hcuse and flip it
over across the river, which is two miles away, into
Maryland. I know my premium is $697. What would it
be in Maryland?" He said, "Well, just a minute."”
He gcoct on the computer and the exact, the exact same
coverage I have in West Virginia 1s $30C in
Marvland. Now, why? Is it beczuse we don't -- you
know, what is fhe reason? There's got to be a
reason. Evervbody savs, "Well, 1t's because the
courts award such large sums of money." In my mind,
it's that maybe Maryland has inspections that the
insurance companies say, "We wilill insure this house;
they had an inspector out, they had a county
inspector, they had a state inspector, they had an
individual inspector.” We are licensed and
certified in the State cf Maryland by the State Fire

Marshel; we are true inspectcocrs in the State of

Maryland. We co ocut, we see something that we don't
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like, that's it -- "Ng, vou're not getting power

until this unsafe condition is no longer in

existence." We need that in West Virginia. We need

to have some power in West Virginia.

And as I said, the policing, the respect --
I think it's a gocd start, and I think that other
types of inspections are needed in West Virginia,
but in my cpiniocn this is -- the electric is the
most dangerous for people. But once again, I am
definitely in faver of 1t and I hope that we can get
her going; and as scon as we get her going, I think
that we can do the residents of West Virginia a gcod
Job.

One other thing, brieflyv, 1s the pricing,
what it weoculd cost to have this inspection. Well,
in the Eastern Panhandle for the last 30 years,
anybody working in the Eastern Panhandle, and
everybody who has worked over there will tell you
that we have had whole structure 1lnspections. I
meant to bring a check that I have, & copy of a
check Zor $728 that I pailid for an inspection on a

inis. The

Chevrolet garacge in Xeyser, West Vir

e}
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inspector showed up one time, did a service

inspection, tocock his $728, and I've not seen him

since. Thatf's been six years ago. He said, "I'11l be
back to do your rough in. Let me know." I called,
no cne ever showed up. As a contracteor, I was held

up weeks because I couldn't put drywall up, because
this inspector was supposed to come back and do a

rough in. He got his money, and that's the name of
the game to the Eastern Panhandle companies, 1s get

your check, get your check. That's it. And this 1is

needed, this is needed bad. There's been a lcot of
money that's gone down the drain. That's all I
have. Time's up. Thank you.

TOM PUCKETT: Tony, I didn't mark a

comment on there.

EXAMINER CARRICO: Do you want to speak?
TOM PUCKETT: Yes.
EXAMINER CARRICO: Yes, go &head.

TOM PUCKETT: Good morning. I spoke to
Just about all of you out in the hzll before I came
in. I guess I feel I'm out o0f order here thils

the country I live

bh

rorning, =S

ar as the part o
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in. I'm frem down in Monrce County, which I border
Virginia, Greenbrier County, Summers County, and
Giles County, Virginia. But I was listening to your
comment, and I'm sorry I stepped out to make a phone
call when you started yours. I guess what I am here
for this morning, and I tzlked to Tony a little

earlier last month and this moenth, and this iz new

to me as far as ~-- I own a company, I own Pucketi's
Electric Company. I have 40 years experience in
electrical work. I worked 35 years, 10 months, and

seven days with Peabody Coal Ccmpany as a Divisicon
Supervisor for the state, eleciric supervisor. And
then I was blessed enough to retire at 53 vears cld
with that kind of service with Peabody Coal Company.
and got out -- mavbe I'm speaking to some people
like that this morning.

But let me get on with what I'm here for,
and I understand your pay, 1insurance -- can I just
ask a gquestion? We deon't have this down south with

American Electric Power. The reason I am here 1s to

find cut why -- I am interested in becoming an
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have all my papers and s0 on and so forth to see
what 1t takes for me to get that. But can I say
this cencerning your insurance and why 1t's 50 high?
With what little bit ¢f work that I do in
resicential, commercial-type, put in some elevators
for Ctis Elevator Company and did that kind of work

in scme government jobs, are vou sure that you're

-1
ot

C
o)

having the right type o0f people to install this?
in Maryland, they may have a code up there that
every Joe Blow can't come and pull that in. But I
¥now it's -- down south I run into a bad problem, I
run into & man who does the estimating when I was
putting conduit in and dcing this and doing that and
things of that nature, and I can understand why the
insurance company won't insure them, because it
wasn't done by a certified person.

And I think if we get together and enforce
what we'wve got, and I know that the State Fire
Marshal's Cffice is on this, 1 feel like, white on

rice, then maybe -- are you aware that Allstate will

not even write sgome 1nsurance in this state no more

-- Stete rarm, I mearn i1t's geiting bad:; it's
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getting kad. I mean, in McDowell County, everybody
knocws where McDowell County is -- I know Tony knows
about it -- Nationwide won't even write down there,
but it's not due to electrical fires. It's not due
to our type of work. But I am going to stand this
morning in support of this bilil alsoc, alcocng with
Yyou.

When I read about it in the paper, I called

'-- I have got a copy of it on my computer at home,

which I should have printed myself a copy and
studied. But I would like to be introduced to this

bill, and I would like to stand as a contractor,

. which I am not ashamed of none of my work and I'm

not ashamed to let you come out and inspect it. I

have never -- I ¢o thrcocugh MSHA ancd I go through the
State Department cof Mines, and I'm pretty sure their
criteria is a whole lot more strict than maybe what
yours would be or what mine would be, coming and
inspecting in three phases. I go up to 138,000
volts and down to 120/240.

But 1 appreclate Tony and everybody for

letiing me have & few minutes. But the insurance, I
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don't understand why, except I guess you can go up
to the physicians' offices in Wheeling, West
Virginia, and ask them that question also, why is
their insurance sc¢ high. I azm ¢n the Virginia line
and we are losing doctors in Princeton, West
Virginia, because they've elected to go 10 miles
across the line to some Virginia hospital. That's a
good guestion and I'm hoping that we getf socome
answers as to why. Thank vou very much for your
Time. I appreciate it.

EXAMINER CARRICO: Thank vyvou. Anyone else
want tc change their mind on speaking?

(no response)

EXAMINER CARRICO: Seeing no other parties
have filtered in the door, I will wait officially
until 11:00 before I officially close the public
hearing. Until that time, 1f you have made your
comments, 1f you wish to leave or whatever, that's
fine; cor 1if you want to hang arcund, off record we
will discuss some of these things; I may have the

answers to them znd I mavy not. But I need to stay

1

here until at least until 11:00. If

o8}

nyone
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straggles in, I want to give them the cpportunity to
speak. So I will be here and in this rcom or right
outside the rcom until af least 11:00. And at that
time, I'l1 make a decision of whether tc close the
heazring.

(WHEREUPON, a short recess

was had.)

EXAMINER CARRICO: At this time, seeing no
interested parties or any further written comments
or oral regquests, I am officially declaring this
public hearing closed. Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, the hearing in

the above-entitled matter

was concluded at 10:40 a.m.!
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety
Sterling Lewis, Jr. Pheone: (304) 558-2191
State Fire Marshal Bob Wise, Governor Fax: (304) 558-2537
Joe Martin, Cabinet Secretary

STATE FIRE MARSHAL'’S OFFICE
1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

February 19, 2003

AGENCY RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS SUBMITTED PUBLIC COMMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING
Certification of Electrical Inspectors
JANUARY 3, 2003
FLATWOODS, WV

William Kalb pg. 7, line 16: “...he gives me the name of the so-called electrician, but he
doesn’t know the license number, but he is a good ole boy, he’s wired a lot of mines. And
previously | don’t think | was required or even allowed to ask for a man’s license number;
now, I’m required to put it down. What do | do in this case”? Under the provisions of the
suggested rule, every certified electrical inspector must ascertain whether the work was performed by
a licensed electrician, and if so, obtain the license number of said electrician to ensure compliance
with this rule and the licensing requirements of Chapter 29, Article 3B “Supervision of Electrical
inspectors”.

William Kalb pg. 8, lines 1 through 22. Mr. Kalb basically states that the electric power utilities
place locks on electric meter bases to discourage unauthorized opening and tampering. Mr.
Kalb feels this may place an undue hardship on the electrical inspector as electric utility
personnel are not always readily available to “break” their seals to allow for a complete
inspection of the meter base. There is no way for this agency to know the complexities of
arranging such meetings between the electrical inspector and the utility representative. We feel this
question is vague and hypothetical in nature and offer no concise answer. Possible meeting with the
various electric utilities and the state association of electrical inspectors may lead to a mutual
understanding to work around this possible delay in providing the end service.

These were the only two questions directly related to this proposed rule. The hearing examiner
stayed for over an hour after the conclusion of the hearing and answered questions and offered
explanation of the rule and authorizing statute. In addition, this agency received NO written
comments during or even after the cut-off date.

See Attached copy of transcript of Public Hearing.

/ Ahonyw @M&

Deputy State Fire Marshal, Hearing Examiner
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APPENDIX B

FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title: 103-1 "Centfication of Electrical [nspectors”
Type of Rute: _ XXX [egislative Interpretive Procedural
Agency: State Fire Marshal's Office
Address: 1207 Quarrier Street, 2nd Floor
Charleston, WV 25301
1. Effect of Proposed mle:
ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER
ESTIMATED TOTAL §7.500.00 $3.750.00| $7.500.00|  $7.500.00
COST
PERSONAL SERVICES $2,500.00 $1,250.00| $2.500.00|  $2,500.00
CURRENT EXPENSE $5.000.00 $2,500.00| $5,000.00|  $5,000.00
REPAIRS & :
So 0 0 $0
ALTERATIONS > >
EQUIPMENT $0 30 sl $1,500.00
OTHER 30 $0 $0 50

2. Explanation of Above Estimates:

Increase expected in materials in certificates, printing and postage. Expect computer
replacement every three years annually.

L

Objectives of These Rules:

To establish rules to implement the statutory mandate of Chapter Twenty-Nine,
Article Three-C which authorizes the the state fire marshal to propose legislative
rules to administer the certification program for electrical inspectors.

1




Rule Title: "Certification of Electrical Inspectors”

4. Explanation of Overall Economic Impact of Proposed Rule:

A. Economic Impact on State Government:
Confined to agency charged with administration of program.

B. Economic Impact on Political Subdivisions; Specific Industries; Specific Groups of

Citizens: Increase of costs to electrical inspectors due to certification fees and
mandatory ommissions and errors professional liability insurance.

C. Economic Impact on Citizens/Public at Large.

Possible cost increase passed onto the consumer at large due to increased costs to
electrical inspector.

Date: Z "/Y 0 3

Signature of Agency Head or Authorized Representative:




