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QUESTIONNAIRE

(Please include a copy of this form with each filing of your rule: Notice of Public Hearing or Comment Period; Proposed
Rule, and if needed, Emergency and Modified Rule.)

TO: LEGISLATIVE RULE-MAKING REVIEW COMMITTEE

FROMZ(Agency Name, Address & Phone No
1207 Quarrier Street, 2nd Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

aANn4A Co Ao
SUR=JIO-LZ TIT

LEGISLATIVE RULE TITLE: STATE BUILDING CQDE

1. Authorizing statute(s) citation 29-3-6h

2. a.  Date filed in State Register with Notice of Hearing or Public Comment Period:

April 5, 2002

b.  What other notice, including advertising, did you give of the hearing?

Notice was sent to all newspapers, radio & Tv stations per attached listing.

Also was sent to various associations, organizations, groups, local jurisdicctions of recerd that
Tad formally adopted and notified the Fire Commission, eic with a vested interest iin the
revisions to the State Building Code per attached listings,

c.  Date of Public Hearing(s) or Public Comment Period ended:

June 7, 2002

d.  Attachlist of persons who appeared at hearing, comments received, amendments, reasons
for amendments.

Attached XXXXXXX

No comments received




e.  Date you filed in State Register the agency approved proposed Legislative Rule following
public hearing: (be exact)

July 18, 2002

f. Name, title, address and phone/fax/e-mail numbers of agency person(s) to receive
all written correspondence regarding this rule: (Please type)

1207 Quarrier Street, 2nd Floor
Charleston, WV 25301
3045582181

304-558-2537 FAX

a r*r\rlny Gwndiremarshal o rg

g  IF DIFFERENT FROM ITEM ‘f, please give Name, title, address and phone
number(s) of agency person(s) who wrote and/or has responsibility for the contents of this
rule: (Please type)

Chairman, Building Code Committee
165 Lake Shore Drive

Cross Lanes, Wv— 25373
304-776-4915

204-778-6213 FAX

fgcode@aol.com

3. If the statute under which you promulgated the submitted rules requires certain findings and
determinations to be made as a condition precedent to their promulgation;

a.  Give the date upon which you filed in the State Register a notice of the time and place

of a hearing for the taking of evidence and a general description of the issues to be
decided.

Mav & 20072

to recieve any comments with regard to the contents of the rule and if the
rule should be ammended as proposed and promulgated by the Fire
Commission




b.  Date of hearing or comment period:

June 7, 2002

¢.  On what date did you file in the State Register the findings and determinations required
together with the reasons therefor?

July 19, 2002

d.  Attach findings and determinations and reasons:

Attached Public hearing transcript, list of those who attended, response to commer




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety
Bob Wise, Governor
Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary
Summary of Rule:

throughout West Virginia.

The “State Building Code” establishes the standard for the construction of various buildings

In order to maintain “uniform” standards of construction state wide, local junisdictions are authorized to
adopt and enforce the “State Building Code”, no other building codes are authorized.
Statement of Circumstances

Code based on nationally recognized standards.

West Virginia State Code 29-3-5b authorizes the State Fire Commission to promulgate a State Building

This rule was last updated in 1997 the BOCA 1996 edition and related codes,

This revision will adopt the IBC 2000 and related codes to the state of the art and industry standards.
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APPENDIX B

FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

STATE BUILDING CODE

Rule Title:

Type of Rule: XXXX Legislative Interpretive Procedural

Agency: STATE FIRE COMMISSION

1207 Quarrier Street, Suite 202, Charleston, WV 25301
Address:
1. Effect of Proposed rule:
ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT EXT THEREAFTER

ESTIMATED TOTAL 0 ol 10000 10,000 10,000
COST
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 5,000 5,000 5,000
CURRENT EXPENSE 0 0 5,000 5,000 3,000
REPAIRS & 0 0 0 0 0
ALTERATIONS
EQUIPMENT 0 of 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 of

2. Explanation of Above Estimates:

Personnel ttime and benefits for response to building code matters, maintain records, assist local
Jjurisdications with questions and proper manner to adopt code at local level, as well as for cost to conduct

hearings on building code matter that require court reporter,

3. Objectives of These Rules:
To upgrade the existing State Building Code references of the BOCA codes to the ICC 2000 codes.




_ STATE BUILDING CODE
Rule Title:

4. Explanation of Overall Economic Impact of Proposed Rule:

A. Economic Impact on State Government:
We expect no increase in costs to this agency to administer the state code than is estimated in Itme 1 on
the previous page. We have no method or data that would provide an estimate of the impact of these
rules on other clements of state government.

B. Economic Impact on Political Subdivisions; Specific Industries; Specific Groups of
Citizens:
A uniform state wide building code provides a level playing field for those in the design and construction
of buildings throughout the state. ‘

C. Economic Impact on Citizens/Public at Large.
Where local jurisdictions have adopted the State Building Code, provides the consumer/citizen with some
assurance that building construction is done to the latest state-of-the art technology for safety and
efficiency.

Date: Qctober 15, 2001

Signature of Agency Head or Authorized Representative:
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TITLE 87 THED

LEGISLATIVE RULE v
B 19 A asy
STATE FIRE COMMISSION o

@y i) VIRGINIA
SERIES 4 SCCALY AT OF STATE

STATE BUILDING CODE
87-4-1 GENERAL

1.1 Scope: This rule establishes the standards considered necessary by the State
Fire Commission for the safeguarding of life and property and to ensure the quality of
construction of all structures erected or renovated throughout this state.

1.2 Authority: West Virginia Code 29-3-5b
1.3 Filing Date: April 64898
1.4 Effective Date: May 11998

1.5 Incorporation of other Documents: This rule does not include a reprinting of all
the requirements imposed by statute or by the incorporation of various nationally
recognized standards and codes cited in Section 4.1 of this rule. For ascertaining these
additional standards and requirements, it is necessary to make reference to the other
documents.

87-4-2 DEFINITIONS
2.1 “Building code” - includes all aspects of safe building construction and
mechanical operations and all safety aspects related to building construction and

mechanical operations.

2.2 “Fire marshal® - means the West Virginia State Fire Marshal and/or his or her
designated representatives.

2.3 “Fire Commission” - means the thirteen (13) appointed members of the West
Virginia State Fire Commission.

2.4 “Local jurisdiction” - means municipal or county level government.

2.5 “State Building Code” - means the entire contents of this rule and the referenced
national codes.
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2.6 “BOCA" - refers to the “Building Officials & Code Administrators International”,
4051 West Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL 60478-5795.

2.7 "“CABO" - refers to the “Council of American Building Officials”, 5203 Leesburg
Pike, Suite 708, Falls Church, Virginia 22041.

2.8 “ICC” or “International” means “International Code Council”, 5203 Leesburg
Pike, Suite 708, Falls Church, Virginia 22041-3401.

2.9 “NFPA" means “National Eire Protection Association”, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.
0. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

2.10 "ANSI” means "American National Standards Institute, 11 West 42™ St., New
York, NY 10036.

87-4-3 CONFLICTS

3.1 Whenever there is a conflict between the “state fire code” and the “state building
code”, the state fire code takes precedence.

3.2 Whenever there is a conflict between the BOGA International Plumbing Code
section of the “state building code” and the rules of the West Virginia State Department of
Health and Human Resources, the rules of the Department of Health and Human
Resources takes precedence.

3.3 Whenever there is a conflict between the “state building code” and statutory laws
of the State of West Virginia, the West Virginia Code takes precedence.

87-4-4 NATIONAL STANDARDS AND CODES

4. 1 The standards and requwements as set out and as publlshed by the Bl-mdmg

Internatlonat Code Councnl and Amerlcan Standards Instltute as hsted below have the
same force and effect as if set out verbatim in this rule;: EXCEPTIONS: Change any and all
references to /CC Electrical Code to NFPA 70, National Electric Code/1999.
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The BOCA International Building Code, Thirteenth First Edition, 1886-2000

Provided: that the section entitled “Fire Prevention” and identified as
Section 101.4.8 is deleted and not considered o be a part of this rule.

Further provided that the section éntitled “‘Duties and Powers of Building
Official” and identified as Section- 104.1 General is modified to read as
follows:

“The building official is-hereby-autherized-and-directed-to shall enforce the

provisions of this code. The building official shall have the authority to render
interpretations of this code and to adopt policies and procedures in order to
clarify the application of its provisions. Such interpretations, policies and
procedures shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose of this code.
Such policies and procedures shall not have the effect of waiving
requirements specifically provided for in this code.”

Further provided that the entire section entitlted “"Board of Appeals” and
identified as Section 112 is deleted and replaced with the following:

112.1 Appeals Board: The current State Building Code establishes
stringent qualifications for appeals board members. The 1996 BOCA
National Building Code, Section 121.2.1 reads “The board of appeals
shall consist of five individuals, one from each of the following professions
or disciplines, with three forming a quorum at any appeal hearing.

1. Registered design professional who is a registered architect, or
a builder or superintendent of building construction with at least
ten years experience, five of which shall have been in
responsible charge of work.

2. Registered design professional with structural engineering or
architectural experience.
3. Registered design professional with mechanical or plumbing

engineering experience; or a mechanical or plumbing contractor
with at least ten years experience, five of which shall have been
in responsible charge of work.
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4. Registered design professional with electrical engineering
experience; or an electrical contractor with at least ten years
experience, five of which shall have been in responsible charge
of work.

5. Registered design professional with fire protection engineering
experience; or a fire protection contractor with at least ten years
experience, five of which shall have been in responsible charge
of work.

112.2  Time of Appeal: <-fThe Appeals Board shall render a decision
within 30 days of receipt of the appeal.

The BOGA International Plumbing Code, First Edition, 4995-2000
The BOCA International Mechanical Code, First Edition, 4896-2000

International Fuel Gas Code, First Edition, 2000

The BOGA-International Property Maintenance Code, Fifth First Edition, 4896-2000.
_This Code may be rejected at the option of the local jurisdiction.

The BOGA International Energy Conservation Code, Seventh First Edition, 46893
2000.

international Residential Code, First Edition, 2000.
EXCEPTIONS:

Section R303.4.1 Light Activation — CHANGE TO: The contro! for activation of the
required interior stairway lighting shall be accessible at the top and bottom of each stairway
without traversing any steps. The illumination of exterior stairways shall be controlled from
inside the dwelling unit. Exceptions: 1. Lights that are continuously illuminated or
automatically controlled. 2. Interior stairways consisting of less than three steps.

Section R312.1.1 Landings at doors — CHANGE FIRST EXCEPTION TO: Where a
stairway of two or fewer risers is located on the exterior side of a door, other that the
required exit door, a landing is not required for the exterior side of the door.
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Section R314.2 Stair Geometry — MAINTAIN: CABO One & Two Family Dwelling
Code/1995 dimensions: maximum riser height of eight and one quarter (8 %) inches,
minimum tread depth on nine {9) inches.

Section R315.1 Handrails — CHANGE TO: Handrails shall be provided on at least
one side of stairways consisting of three or more risers. . Handrails shall have a minimum
height of 34 inches (864 mm) and a maximum height of 38 inches (96 mm) measured
vertically from the nosing of the treads. All required handrails shall be continuous the full
length of the stairs from a point directly above the top riser to a point directly above the
lowest riser of the stairway. The ends of the handrail shall be returned into a wall or shalil
terminate in newel posts or safety terminals. A minimum clear space of 1 ¥z inches (38
mm) shall be provided between the wall and the handrail.

Section R403.1.7.1: Building Clearances From Ascending Scopes is not applicable
fo this rule.

Section R403.1.7.1: Footings Setbacks From Descending Slope Surfaces is not
applicable to this rule.

Section R403.3 Frost Protected Shallow Foundations — ADD TO: Frost protected
shallow foundations shall not be used for unheated spaces such as porches, utility rooms,
garages and carports, and shall not be attached to basements or crawl spaces that are not
maintained at a minimum monthly mean temperature of 64 degrees F (18C). (Strike out
two exceptions)

ADD NEW SECTIONS: R403.3.1.1 Foundations adjoining frost protected shallow
foundations. Foundations that adjoin frost protected shallow foundations shall be protected
from frost in accordance with Section R403.1.4.

R403.3.1.2 Attachment to unheated garage. Vertical wall insulation and horizontal
insuiation of frost protected shallow foundations that adjoin a Garage that does not have a
monthly mean temperature maintained at a minimum of 64 degrees F (18 C), shall be in
accordance with Figure R403.3(3) and Table R403.3. Vertical wall insulation shall extend
between the frost protected shallow foundation and the adjoining slab foundation.
Required horizontal insulation shall be continuous under the adjoining slab foundation and

through any foundation walls adjoining the frost protected shallow foundation.
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R403.3.1.3 Attachment to heated structure. Where a frost protected shailow foundation
abuts a structure that has a monthly mean temperature maintained at a minimum of 64
degrees F (18 C), horizontal insulation and vertical wall insulation shall not be required
between the frost protected shallow foundation abuts the heated structure, the horizontal
insulation _and vertical wall insulation shall extend along the adjoining foundation in
accordance with Figure R 403.3(4) a dlstance of not less than Dimension A in Table
R403.3,,

Exception: Where the frost protected shallow foundation abuts the heated structure
to form an inside corner, insulation extenqu along the adjoining foundation is not

required
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FIGURE R403.3(3)
INSULATION PLACEMENT FOR FROST-PROTECTED FOOTINGS ADJACENT TO
UNHEATED GARAGE
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FIGURE R403.3(4) .-
INSULATION PLACEMENT FOR FROST-PROTECTED FOOTINGS ADJACENT TO
HEATED STRUCTURE

FIGURE R403.3(4)
INSULATION PLACEMENT FOR FROST-PROTECTED FOOTINGS ADJACENT TO
HEATED STRUCTURE

R5502.3.3 Floor cantilevers. ADD NEW SECTION: Floor cantilever spans shall not
exceed the nominal depth of the wood floor joist. Floor cantilevers constructed in
accordance with Table R502.3.3 shall be permitted when supporting a light-frame bearing
wall and roof only. The ratio of backspan to cantilever span shall be at least 3 to 1.

Table R502.3.3 ADD NEW TABLE (attached)

7
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Chapter 11: Replace Entire Chapter
Part IV - Energy Conservation

Chapter 11
Energy Efficiency

Section N1101

N1101.1 Performance Objective

To provide cost-effective, energy-related requirements for design and construction of the
building thermal envelope and heating-ventilating-air conditioning (HVAC) systems for one-
and two-family dwellings.

)

N1101.2 Building Thermal Envelope

The minimum required installed R-value or maximum required U-value for all elements in
the building thermal envelope (fenestration, roof/ceiling, opaque wall, floor, slab edge,
crawl space wall, and basement wall) shall be determined by Table N1101, based on the
building type and the climate zone where the building is located. Alternative compliance
based on heat loss/qain calculations or systems analysis shall comply with Section N1101.

TABLE N1101
PRESCRIPTIVE BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS

BUILDING MAXIMUM MINIMUM INSULATION

LOCATION U-VALUE

ZON | HDD FENESTRA | ROOF/ | FRAME | MA | FLOOR OVER | SLAB CRA | BASEM

E TION CEILIN | WALL |SS | OUTDOOR EDGE |WL | ENTWA

G S3 WA | AIROR WIDTH/ | SPAC | LL
LL S | UNCONDITIO |DEPTH |E
NED SPACE WALL

0-1,499 | ANY R-19 | R-11 R4 | R-11 R0 RO |[RO

2 1,500- | 0.90 R22 |R13 R-6 |R-13 RO R4 | RO
2,999

3 3.000- |0.75 R26 | R-13 R6 | R-13 R4, R5 | RO
3,999 2FT

4 4,000- | 065 R26 | R-13 R7 | R13 R4 R8 |R4
4,999 2FT

5 5000- |055 R30 |R-13 R8 | R-19 R4, R8 |R4
6,999 2FT

6 7,000- | 045 R30 |R-13 R8 | R-19 R-5, R8 | R-8
8,999 2FT.

7 9,000- |0.40 R38 |R-19 R- | R-19 R-8, R-10 |R-8
12,999 14 4FT.
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NOTES:

1. Building envelopes must alsc meet air infiltration requirements of Section N1101.

2. Insulation materials shall be installed in accordance with manufacturers instructions.

3. The sum of the R-values of cavity insulation and sheathing shall be used to
determine the installed R-value.

4. For slabs that incorporate heating ducts or pipes in climates above 1,000 HDD, add
R-2 to the table values.

5. The required R-value shall extend down to design frost depth in Zones 4 and 5, and
down to the basement floor in zones 6 and 7.

N1101.3 Floors

N1101.3.1 Floors Over Qutdoor Air or Unconditioned Areas — Floors over outdoor air or
unconditioned areas shall meet the minimum R-value for Floor Over Qutdoor Air or
Unconditioned Space in Table N1101, based on the climate zone where the building is
located.

N1101.3.2 Slabs-on-Ground — Slabs-on-ground, or slabs 12 inches or less below finished
grade, shall meet the minimum R-value and depth/width dimension for Slab Edge in Table
N1101, based on the climate zone where the building is located. The required R-value
shall be applied to the exterior or interior of the foundation wall. Exterior insulation shall
extend downward from the top of the slab and/or horizontally outward until the distance
indicated in Table N1101 is reached. Interior insulation shall extend from the top of the
slab downward and/or horizontally inward until the distance indicated in Table N1101 is
reached. All horizontal insulation extending outward from the slab shall be covered by at
least 10 inches of soil. The top edge of insulation installed between the exterior wall and
the interior slab shall be permitted to be cut at a 45° angle to allow the concrete surface to
extend to the wall. Slab edge insulation shall not be required in areas of “very heavy”
termite infestation probability, in accordance with the Termite infestation Probability Map in

Appendix A.

N1101.4 WALLS

N1101.4.1 Wall Insulation — Opaque walls and band joists exposed to outside air or to
unconditioned space shall meet the minimum R-value for Frame Wall or Mass Wall in
Table N1101, based on the wall type and the climate zone where the building is located.
For Frame walls, the sum of the R-values of cavity insulation and insulated sheathing shall
be used to determine the installed R-value. Walls exposed to unconditioned space shall
have an R-value of R-13 when the minimum required R-value for the wall type in Table
N1101 exceeds R-13.

10
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N1101.4.2 Wood Frame Walls — Where insulated sheathing is used on wood frame walls
in areas not otherwise required to have structural sheathing, the entire opaque wall shall be
considered to be covered with the insulated sheathing for purposes of determining
compliance with the minimum R-value fro Frame Wall in Table N1101.

N1101.4.3 Steel Frame Walls — When steel framing is used, insulated sheathing with An
R-value not less than R-2.5 in Zones 3 and 4 {3,000 — 4,999 HDD), R-5in Zone 5 (5,000 -
6,999 HDD) and R-10 in Zones 6 and 7 (7,000 — 12,999 HDD) shall be installed in addition
to the minimum required R-value for Frame Wall in Table N1101.

N1101.4.4 Mass Walls — Masonry or concrete walls having a mass greater than or equal
to 30 pounds per cubic foot (pcf), solid wall walls having a mass greater than or equal to 20
pcf, and any other walls having a heat capacity greater than or equai to 8 Btu/ftY 2° shall
be considered mass walls. Mass walls with exterior insulation or masswalls with integrai
insulation {insulation and mass mixed, such as log walls) shall be permitted to meet the
Mass Wall criteria in Table N1101 based on the building type and the climate zone where
the building is located. The R-value of mass walls with integral insulation shall be based
on consideration of all elements of the wall assembly. Other mass walls shall meet the
frame wall criteria for the building type and the climate zone where the building is located,
based on the sum of the R-values of interior and exterior insulation.

N1101.4.5 Crawl Space Walls — All walls enclosing crawl spaces where the floor above
the craw! space is not insulated in accordance with Table N1101 shall meet the minimum
R-value for Crawl Space Wall in Table N1101, based on the climate zone where the
building is located. The required R-value shall be applied to the inside or outside of the
crawl space wall. The insulation shall extend downward from the sill plate to the level of
the inside ground surface.

N1101.4.6 Basement Walls — All basement walls enclosing conditioned space shall meet
the minimum R-value for Basement Wall in Table N1101, based on the climate zone where
the building is located. The required R-value shall be applied on the inside or outside of
the basement wall from the sill plate down to the design frost depth in Climate Zones 4 and
5, and to the basement floor in Zones 6 and 7. Buildings having basement walls with a
maximum average exposure not greater than 12 inches above the adjacent grade, and
having high efficiency equipment meeting the requirements specified in Table N1101.4.6
based on the climate zone where the building is located, are not required to meet the
minimum R-value for Basement Wall in Table N1101.

11
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TABLE N1101.4.6
EQUIPMENT TRADE-OFF FOR BASEMENT WALL INSULATION

BUILDING GAS FURNACE WITH CENTRAL | AIR SOURCE HEAT
LOCATION AIR CONDITIONING PUMP
Zone HDD Minimum AFUE Minimum HSPF
1-3 0-3,999 | --- -—-
4-5 4,000~ |88 7.8
6,999
6-7 7,000- | 90 8.0
12,999

N1101.4.5 Masonry Veneer — When insulation is placed on the exterior of a slab edge,
crawl space wall, or basement wall supporting masonry veneer, the horizontal surface
supporting the veneer shall not be required tc be insulated.

N1101.4.6 Protection of Foundation Insulation — Exposed insulating materials applied to
the exterior of foundation walls shall be protected to prevent degradation of thermal
performance. The protection shall extend at least 6 inches below finished grade. Plastic
foam insulation used below grade shall comply with ASTM C578.

N1101.5 FENESTRATION

N1101.5.1_Labeling — The U-value of fenestratlon products (wmdows and glazed doors)
shall be indicated on a label affixed to these products by the manufacturer or, where such
values are not indicated, the U-value shall be determined in accordance with Table
N1101.5.1.

-

TABLE N1101.5.1
ASSUMED U-VALUE FOR WINDOWS AND GLAZED DOORS

FRAME MATERIAL AND PRODUCT TYPE | SINGLE GLAZED | DOUBLE GLAZED

Metal Without Thermal Break 113 0.70
Metal with Thermal Break 1.07 0.63
Reinforced Vinyl/Metal-Clad Wood/ 0.90 0.65

Wood/Vinyl Fiberglass
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N1101.5.2 Windows — For elements within the building thermal envelope, up to 6 square
feet of glazed areas is exempt from the maximum required U-value in Table N1101.5.1

N1101.5.3 Skylights — Minimum skylight requirements shall be as follows:

Zone 1(0-1, 499 HDD): Any skylight permitted.

Zones 2 3 {1,500 — 3,999 HDD): Any double glazed skylight permitted.

Zones 4 and above {4,000 HDD and above): Any double glazed skylight with a wood, vinyl
or fiberglass frame. Metal clad frames shall be permitted. :

N1101.5.4 Opaque Doors — Opagque doors shall have a maximum U-value of 0.39 or
minimum_R-value of 2.5. When the U-value of the door is not provided by the
manufacturer, it shall be determined in accordance with Table N1101.5.1. One opaque
door per dwelling unit shall be permitted to be exempt from this U-value requirement.

DOOR CONSTRUCTION WITH FOAM CORE WITHOUT FOAM CORE
Steel Doors (1 % inches thick) 0.35 0.60

Wood Doors (1 % inches thick) | Without Storm Door With Storm Door

Panel 0.54 0.36

Hollowcore flush 0.46 0.32

Solid core flush 0.40 0.26

N1101.6 ROOFS AND CEILINGS

Roof/ceiling assemblies, including ceilings below unconditioned attics and cathedral
ceilings, shall meet the minimum R-value for Roof/Ceiling in Table N1101, based on the
climate zone where the building is located. Insulation can be compressed or reduced at
eaves to accommodate roof framing or ventilation.

Exception: R-30 shall be required for cathedral ceilings whenever the required R-value for
Roof/Ceiling in Table N1101 exceeds R-30.

N1102 MOISTURE CONTROL

In_all framed walls, floors and roof/ceilings comprising elements of the building thermal
envelope, an approved vapor retarder having a maximum_rating of 1.0 perm shall be
installed on the warm-in-winter side of the insulation.

13




State Fire Commission Page 14
Legislative Rules
Series 4

Exception:
Where the insulated cavity of space is ventilated to allow moisture to escape.

In hot and humid climate areas as shown in Appendix A.

N1103 AIR INFILTRATION

The building envelope shall be designed and constructed to limit air_infiltration to the
conditioned area of the dwelling. All elements comprising the building thermal envelope,
including all exterior joints, seams, or penetrations, shall be caulked, gasketed, taped or
covered with moisture vapor permeable sheathing paper or house wrap on the exterior. All
windows and doors instalied in the building thermal envelope shall be weatherstripped,
gasketed, or caulked.

N1104 HVAC SYSTEMS

N1104-1 HVAC AND WATER HEATING APPLIANCES

HVAC and service water heating appliances shall be labeled as complying with minimum
efficiency requirements specified by the National Appliance Energy Conservation Act of
1987 and regulations adopted thereunder by the U. S. Department of Energy.

N1104-2 CONTROLS

Each heating, cooling, or combination heating and coolin‘q system shall be provided with at
least one adjustable thermostat for the requlation of temperature.

N1104-3 AIR HANDLING DUCT SYSTEM

N1104-3.1 DUCT SEALING — All supply and return ducts located outside the building
thermal envelope shall have joints sealed with gaskets, mastics, tapes installed in
accordance with the manufacturers instructions, or by other approved methods.

N1104-3.2 DUCT INSULATION — Minimum reguired duct insulation for ali supply and
return ducts located in unconditioned space shall be R-5 in all climatic zones.

N1104-4 HEATING AND COOLING PIPING INSULATION
All HVAC system piping carrying fluids with a temperature less than 55°F or greater than
120°F shall have minimum insulation thickness of ¥ inch.
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N1105 ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE

N1105-1 HEAT GAIN/HEAT L OSS CALCULATIONS

Alternative_compliance with the requirements of Table N1101 shall be permitted to. be
determined through a heat gain or heat loss calculation as follows: the required R-vaiue or
U-value of an element in the building thermal envelope in Table N1101 may be increased
or decreased, provided the total heat gain or loss for the entire building does not exceed
the total resulting from conformance to the values specified in Table N1101.

N1105-2 SYSTEMS ANALYSIS

Alternative compliance with the requirements of this chapter shall be permitted to be
determined through the use of a systems analysis using a standard design in accordance
with Table N1101, and Section N1104. A proposed design complies with this chapter if it
has a projected annual energy use for heating, cooling and service water heating not
greater than the energy use of the standard design, calculated in accordance with
accepted engineering practices. Enerqy use for both homes shall be calculated based on
the same assumptions and building location. The standard design shall have the same
floor area, envelope component areas, building orientation, glazing orientation, door areas,
and building geometry as the proposed design.

The CABO.Q  Two-Farily-Dwelling-Code._ 1995 Editi
EXGERHOMNTO 31442 Stairway:- Design-and-Constraction
¢ Stairto bo.| I ith the 1002 CABC

ICC/ANSI A1.1 Standards for Accessibility & Usable Buildings & Facilities, First
Edition, 1998.

4.1.1 The following structures are not subject to inspection by local jurisdictions:

4.1.1.a. Group U utility structures and storage sheds comprising an area
not more than 150 sq. ft. which have no plumbing or electrical connections
and are utilized only for residential storage purposes. (Examples include
storage sheds that are for the residential storage of lawnmowers, tools,
bicycles or furniture.) Not included are those utility structures and storage
sheds which have plumbing or electrical connections ef are a non-
residential use used or for the storage of explosives or other hazardous or
explosive materials.
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4.2 A copy of the codes listed in Section 4.1 of this rule have beenfiled with the
Secretary of State. These code books, collectively or separately, may be obtained by
contacting the Building Officials & Code Administrators International, 4051 West
- . Flossmoor Road Country Club HI||S III|n0|s 60477- 5795 telephone 708/799 2300 or

9h+e—43234—telephene—6—1—4!8994964 Mld East Recnonal Offlce 1245 South Sunburv
Road, Suite 100, Westerville, OH 43081-9308, telephone (614) 830-1064.

87-4-5 ADOPTION BY LOCAL JURISDICTION

2.1 Each local jurisdiction adopting the State Building Code shall notify the State
Fire Commission in writing. The local jurisdiction shall send a copy of the ordinance or
order to the State Fire Marshal, West Virginia State Fire Commission, 1207 Quarrier
Street, 2nd floor, Chareston, West Virginia 25301, within thirty (30) days of adoption.

5.2 Each local jurisdiction which adopts the State Building Code has
responsibility for the enforcement of the building code as provided in West Virginia
Code 7-1-3n and 8-12-13.

5.3 Throughout the national codes, as adopted in Section 4.1 of this rule, there
are discretionary provisions which require further action by the adopting local
jurisdiction in order to adapt these codes to various local conditions. It is therefore the
intent of this rule to further authorize each local jurisdiction to further complete, by order
or ordnance, those respective areas which are indicated to be completed by the
adopting “jurisdiction”.

5.4 Within the penalty sections of each of the national codes, as adopted in
Section 4.1 of this rule, there is a penalty for imprisonment. The provision of
imprisonment for any violation of this rule is optional with each adopting local
jurisdiction.
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5.5 Each of the national codes, as adopted in Section 4.1 of this rule, provides
for a separate appeals board. However, the intent and requirements for an appeal
board may be met with the creation by the local jurisdiction of a single appeals board
for the entire “State Building Code.”

87-4-6 EXISTING BUILDING CODES

6.1 All building codes which have been adopted by local jurisdictions prior to the
passage of West Yirginia Code 29-3-5b, are null and void.

17




AMENDMENTS TO STATE BUILDING CODE BY STATE FIRE COMMISSION

BUILDING CODE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
The following language will be substitated in the Internationat Building Code 2000, Section 112.1
General

1121 _Apveals Board: The current State Building Code establishes stringent qualifications for appeails
board members. The 1996 BOCA National Building code, Section 121.2.1 reads “The board of
appeals shail consist of five individuals, one from each of the following professions or disciplines,
with three forming a quorum at any appeal hearing,

1) Registered design professional who is a registered architect, or a builder or superintendent of
huilding construction with at least ten years experience, five of which shall have been in
responsible charge of work.

2) Registered design professional with structural engineering or architectural experience.

3) Registered design professional with mechanical or phimbing engineering experience; ora
mechanical or plumbing contractor with at Icast ten vears experience, five of which shall have
been in responsible charge or work

4) Registered design professional with electrical enginecring experience; or an electrical
contractor with at least ten years experience, five of which shall have been in responsible
charge or work.

5) Registered design professional with fire protection engineering experience; or a fire protection
contractor with at least ten years experience, five of which shall have been in responsible
charge of work.”

Neow Section
112.2  Time of Appeal: The Appeals Board shall render a decision within 30 days of receipt of the
appeal.

Section R303 4.1 “Change 6 steps to 3 steps”,
Section R310.1 “Whole Section t0 be deleted”.

Section R403,1.7.1 & 2 “Omit” , “Renumber 403.1.7.3 & 410403.1.7.1 &2

Under 4.1 National Standards and Codes the following exception will be added to International Building
Code First Edition 2000. “Change under Enforoement Mandate “is hereby authorized and directed t0” 10
“shall”.




FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL ACT § 29-3-5b

Editor's notes. — Former § 16-31-3. re- tive date of this section™ Acts 1936, ¢. 36. which
ferred to in this section, was repealed by Acts  enacted this section. provided that the act take
1989, c. 171, effect February 14, 1986,

Cancerning the reference in (a) to “the effec-

§ 29-3-5b. Promulgation of rules and statewide building
code.

(a) The state fire commission shall propose rules for legislative approval in
accordance with the provisions of article three (88 29A-3-1 et seq.], chapter
twenty-nine-a of this code to safeguard life and property and to ensure the
quality of construction of all structures erected or renovated throughout this
state through the adoption of a state building code. The rules shall be in
accordance with standard safe practices so embodied in widely recognized
standards of good practice for building construction and all aspects related
thereto and have force and effect in those counties and municipalities adopting
the state building code: Provided, That each county or municipality may adopt
the code to the extent that it is only prospective and not retroactive in its
application.

(b) The state fire commission has authority to propose rules for legislative
approval in accordance with the provisions of article three I$% 29A-3-1etseq.],
chapter twenty-nine-a of this code, regarding building construction, renovation
and all other aspects as related to the construction and mechanical operations
of a structure. The rules shall be known as the “State Building Code”.

(c) The state fire commission has authority to propose rules for legislative
approval, in accordance with the provisions of article three [§8 29A-3-1 et
seq.], chapter twenty-nine-a, establishing state standards and fee schedules
for the licensing, registration, certification, regulation and continuing educa-
tion of persons which will conduct inspections relating to the state building
code, which include, but are not limited to, building code officials, inspectors,
plans examiners and home inspectors.

(d) The state fire commission has authority to establish advisory boards as
it deems appropriate to encourage representative participation in subsequent
rulemaking from groups or individuals with an interest in any aspect of the
state building code or related construction or renovation practices.

(e) For the purpose of this section, the term “building code” is intended to
include all aspects of safe building construction and mechanical operations and
all safety aspects related thereto., Whenever any other state law, county or
municipal ordinance or regulation of any agency thereof is more stringent or
imposes a higher standard than is required by the state building code, the
provisions of the state law, county or municipal ordinance or regulation of any
agency thereof governs if they are not inconsistent with the laws of West
Virginia and are not contrary to recognized standards and good engineering
practices. In any question, the decision of the state fire commission determines
the relative priority of any such state law, county or municipal ordinance or
regulation of any agency thereof and determines compliance with state
building code by officials of the state, counties, municipalities and political
subdivisions of the state.
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§ 29-3-5b MISCELLANEOUS BOARDS AND OFFICERS

(f) Enforcement of the provisions of the state building code is the responsi-
bility of the respective local jurisdiction. Also, any county or municipality may
enter into an agreement with any other county or municipality to provide
inspection and enforcement services: Provided, That any county or municipal-
ity may adopt the state building code with or without adopting the BOCA
national property maintenance code.

(g) After the state fire commission has promulgated rules as provided in this
section, each county or municipality intending to adopt the state building code
shall notify the state fire commission of its intent.

(h} The state fire commission may conduct public meetings in each county or
municipality adopting the state building code to explain the provisions of the
rules.

(i) The provisions of the‘ state building code relating to the construction,
repair, alteration, restoration and movement of structures are not mandatory
for existing buildings and structures identified and classified by the state
register of historic places under the provisions of section eight {§ 29-1-8],
article one of this chapter or the national register of historic places, pursuant
to Title XVI, section 470a (16 USCS § 470a] of the United States Code. Prior
to renovations regarding the application of the state building code, in relation
to historical preservation of structures identified as such, the authority having
Jjurisdiction shall consult with the division of culture and history, state historic
preservation office. The final decision is vested in the state fire commission.
Additions constructed on a historic building are not excluded from complying
with the state building code. (1988, ¢. 114; 1990, ¢. 87; 1999, ¢. 234; 2001, cc. 76,

130.)

Cross references. — Termination of local
building codes, adoption of state building code.
§§ 7-1-3n, 8-12-13.

Effect of amendment of 2001. — Acts
2001, ¢ 130, effective July 13, 2001. in (&),
added the proviso; inserted present (¢} and
transferred former (¢) to present (e); inserted
present (d) and transferred former (d) <o
present (f}; inserted (g); and in (i), substituted
“section eight, article one of this chapter” for
“section eight, article one, chapter twenty-nine
of this code™

Editor’s notes. — Acts 2001, ¢. 78, also
proposed to amend this section; however, the
amendments therein have been deemed super-
ceded by those found in Acts 2001, ¢. 130, which
are set out above. The superceded amendment,
set out below, would have added the proviso to
(a).

Chapter 76 read:

“(a) The state fire commission shall propose
rules for legislative approval in accordance
with the provisions of article three [§§ 29A-3-1
et seq.], chapter twenty-nine-a of this code to
safeguard life and property and to ensure the
quality of construction of all structures erected
or renovated throughout this state through the
adoption of a state building code. The rules

0

shall be in accordanece with standard safe prac-
tices so embadied in widely recognized stan-
dards of good practice for building construction
and all aspects related thereto and have force
and effect in those counties and municipalities
adopting the state building code: Provided,
That each county or municipality shall have the
election to adopt the code to the extent that it is
only prospective and not retroactive in its
application.

“(b) The state fire commission has authority
to propose rules. for*legislative approval in
accordance with the provisions of article three
[§8 29A-3-1 et seq.], chapter twenty-nine-a of
this code regarding building construction, reno-
vation and all other aspects as related to the
construction and mechanical operations of a
structure. The rules shall be known as the
‘State Building Code’,

“(e) For the purpose of this section, the term
‘building code’ is intended to include all aspects
of safe building construction and mechanical
operations and all safety aspects related
thereto.

“Whenever any other state law, county or
municipal ordinance or regulation of any
agency thereof is more stringent or imposes a
higher standard than is required by the state
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, [l| Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2181
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 5, 2002

The West Virginia State Fire Commission today filed with the Secretary of State and the
Legislative Rule Making Review Committee, revisions to the STATE BUILDING CODE.

The major emphasis is to adopt by reference the various elements of the International Building
Codes in place of the current BOCA and CABO codes.

Copies of the proposed rule are available from the Secretary of States Office, Administrative
Law Division at the State Capitol in Charleston, WV. Telephone (304) 558-6000.

A public hearing has been scheduled to receive input from interested parties as well as a
comment period to receive written comments.

The public hearing is scheduled for Friday, May 17, 2002, 10:00 AM at the Days Inn, in
Fiatwoods, WV, Conference Room L.

Written comments will be accepted until the close of business (or 1600 hours) on Friday, May
17", 2002 at the Charleston Office.

Written comments should be addressed as follows:
Attn: State Building Code
West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

For additional information or questions, you may contact the Charleston Office at (304) 558-

2191.




WV Code Officials Assoc.
C/o Bob Cannon

PO Drawer AJ

Beckley, WV 25801

Homebuilders Association
700 Virginia St W

PO Box 6250

Charleston, WV 25362

The Honorable Bob Wise
Governor

State Capitol

Charleston, WV 25305

WV Electrical Contractors
Association

205 1st Avenue

Nitro, WV 25143

WV House of Delegates
Deigate Bill Proudfoot
Bldg. 1, Room 206-E
Charleston, WV 25305

WV State Senate
Senator Earl Ray Tomblin
Bldg. 1, Room 227M
Charleston, WV 25305

Attn: City Clerk
City of Martinsburg
P. O. Box 828
Martinsburg, WV 25402-0828

BOCA

Mike Westfall

1245 Sunbury Road
Westerville, OH 43081

WV Society of Architects
223 Hale Street
Charleston, WV 25301

WV Municipal League
2020 Kanawa Bivd. East
Charleston, WV 25311

WV House of Delegates
Delegate Vicki Douglas
Bidg. 1, Room 213E
Charleston, WV 25305

WV State Senate

Senator William R. Wooten
Bldg. 1, Room 210W
Charleston, WV 25305

Mr. Ben Roy

NFPA

PO Box 1166

Rehcboth Beach, DE 19971

WV Assoc. Of Counties
2211 Washington St. East
Charleston, WV 25311

WV Society of Prof. Eng.
1018 Kanawha Bivd. E.
Charleston, WV 25301

Capitol News Service
State Capitol
Charleston, WV 25305

WYV State Senate

Senator Edwin J. Bowman
Bldg. 1, Room 214W
Charleston, WV 25305

WV House of Delegtes
Delegate Jon Amores
Bldg. 1, Room 422M
Charleston, WV 25305

Wailter Smittle 1l Exec. Dir
WV Safety Council

1045 Bridge Road
Charleston, WV 25314




Uounties that have notified the State Fire Commission that they hawve
adepted the STATE BUILDING CODE as of April 1, 2002

Page 1
Berkeley County Commission

McDowell County Commission

Raleigh County Commission

This is an "unofficial tisting"”. Please check the Building Code File for
contfirmation that ordinance is on file.
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Municipalities that have notified the State Fire Commission that they have
adopted the STATE BUILDING CODE as of April 1, 2002.
Page 1

City of Barboursville
City of Beckley

City of Bethlehem
City of Bluefield
City of Bridgeport
City of Buckhannon
City o0f Charles Town
City of Charleston
City of Chesapeake
City of Clarksbhurg
City of Fairmont
City of Glenville
City of Crafton

City of Huntington
City of Hurricane
City of Kingwood
City of Lewishurg
City of Mannington
City of Martinsburg
City of Milton

City of Montgomery
City of Morgantown
City of Moundsvilie
City of New Martinsville
City of Nitro

City of Nutter Fort

This is an "unofficial listing". Please check the Building Code File for
confirmation that ordinance iz on file.




Municipalities that have notified the State Fire Commission that they have

adopted the STATE BUILDING CODE as of April 1, 2002.
Page 2

City of Parkersburg

City of Princeton

City of Ranson

City of Ravenswood

City of Ronceverte

City of South Charleston

City of Spencer

City of St. Albans

City of St. Marys

City of Summersville

City of Vienna

City of Weirton

City of Weston

City of Westover

City of Wheeling

City of Williamson

Town of Alderson

Town of Delbarton

Town of Hedgesville

Town of Marlinton

Town of Star City

Town of Tunnelton

Town of Womelsdorff

This is an "unofficial listing". Please check the Building Code File for
confirmation that ordinance is on file.
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WVWA Channel 6
P. O. Box 1930
Bluefield, WV 24701

WOWK, Channel 13
P. 0. Box 13
Huntington, WV 25706-0013

WVAH, Channel 11
11 Broadcast Plaza
Hurricane, WV 25526

WBOY, Channel 12
904 West Pike Street
Clarksburg, WV 26301-2555

WSWP, Channel 9
P. O. Box AH
Beckley, WV 25802

WLPX TV-29
600-C Prestige Drive
Hurricane, WV 25526

WMJT
P. 0. Box 27
Glendale, WV 26038

WIRO, WMLV
P. O. Box 309
Ironton, OH 45638

WCST-FM/AM
1010 Radio Station Road
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411

WKLP, WQZK
P. 0. Box F
Keyser, WV 26726

WDTV, Channel 5
P. O. Box 480
Bridgeport, WV 26330

WSAZ, Channel 3
P. Q. Box 2115
Huntington, WV 25721

WTQOV, Channel 9
Riley Building
Wheeling, WV 26003

WPBY, Channel 33
Third Avenue
Huntington, WV 25701

WNPB, Channel 24
191 Scott Avenue
Morgantown, WV 26505-8802

Cathy Collins
40 W, Main St. Rm 103
Buckhannon, WV 26201

WITBZ
Box 2
Grafton, WV 26354

WKLC
910 Fourth Ave. Ste. 504
Huntington, WV 25701

WBVB,WFXN WHRD, WKEE,
WVZW

P. O. Box 2288

Huntington, WV 25722

WKMM
106 East Main St.
Kingwood, WV 26537

WCHS, Channel 8
P. 0. Box 1138
Charleston, WV 25339

NFCC, Channel 2
P. O. Box 122
Circleville, WV 26804

WOAY, Channel 4
P. Q. Box 25
Qak Hill, WV 25901

WTRF, Channel 7
96 16th Street
Wheeling, WV 26003

WTAP, Channel 15
One Television Plaza
Parkersburg, WV 26101

WFGH
P. O. Box 410
Fort Gay, WV 25514

WCMI.WDGG WRVC WRVZ
Coal Exchange Bldg.

401 11th Street

Huntington, WV 25713

WMEJ
P. O. Box 7575
Huntington, WV 25777

WEMM
703 Third Avenue
Huntington, WV 25701

WFSP
P. O. Box 567
Kingwood, WV 26537




WwVvOow
P. 0. Box 1776
LLogan, WV 25601

WRNR

Jeremy House

P. 0. Box 709
Martinsburg, WV 25401

WCLG
P. O. Box 885
Morgantown, WV 26505

WETZ
P. 0. Box 10
New Martinsville, WV 26155

WKYG, WXKX
1715 St. Mary’s Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26102

WWYO

Rt. 10

P. O. Box 1475
Pineville, WV 24874

WMOV
P. O. Box 667
Ravenswood, WV 26164

WRON
276 Seneca Trail North
Ronceverte, WV 24970

WCOZ, WKLC
100 Kanawha Terrace
St. Albans, WV 25177

WSGB, WCKA
189A Main Street
Sutton, WV 26601

WOTR
P. O. Box 505
Lost Creek, WV 26385

WHJC, WVKM
P. O. Box 68
Matewan, WV 25678

WAJR, WVAQ
1251 Earl Core Road
Morgantown, WV 26505

WOAY
P. O. Box 140
Oak Hill, WV 25901

WRZZ
P. O. Box 1346
Parkersburg, WV 26102

WPVQO, WAEY

Lilly Grove Addition
P. O. Box 5588
Princeton, WV 24740

WVAR
P. O. Box 349
Richwood, WV 26261

WYKM
P. O. Box 627
Rupert, WV 25984

WWW, WRRR
P. O. Box 374
St. Mary's, WV 26170

WLTP, WNUS, WDMX
P. O. Box 5559
Vienna, WV 26105

WEPM, WKMZ News Room
1606 W. King Street
Martinsburg, WV 25401

WXKM, WMON
1028 First Avenue
Montgomery, WV 25136

WRKP
2002 First St.
Moundsyville, WV 26041

WADC, WGGE
#5 Rosemar Circle
Parkersburg, WV 26104

WXIL
P. O. Box 1228
Parkersburg, WV 26102

WBGS, WBYG
303 Eighth St.
Pt. Pleasant, WV 25550

WCEF
P. O. Box 798
Ripley, WV 25271

WVRC
106 Radio Street
Spencer, WV 25276

WVAR, WCWV
713 Main Street
Summersville, WV 26651

WELC
P. O. Box 949
Welch, WV 24801




WSLW

P. O. Box 610

White Sulphur Springs, WV
24986

WCIR-FM,WIWS-AM,
WMTD-AM/FM

21 Airport Industrial Park Road
Beaver, WV 25813

WTNJ-FM
P. O. Box 1127
Beckley, WV 25802

WHAJ-FM, WHIS-AM
900 Bluefield Avenue
Bluefield, WV 24701

WBUC-AM/FM
Drawer C
Buckhannon, WV 26201

WXAF
P. O. Box 7575
Huntington, WV 25777

WXVA-AM/FM
Rural Rt. 1, Box 325-A
Charles Town, WV 25414

WZAC
P. O. Box 87
Banville, WV 25053

WELK
228 Randolph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

WFGM
P. O. Box 1549
Fairmont, WV 26554

WWVA, WOVK, WEEL,
WKWK

1015 Main Street
Wheeling, WV 26003

WAXS-FM
P. 0. Box 1127
Beckley, WV 25802

WWNR-AM
345 Prince Street
Beckley, WV 25801

WKMY-FM, WKQY-AM
900 Bluefield Avenue
Bluefield, WV 24701

WCAW WCHS WKAZ WKWS,
WVAF

1111 Virginia Street, East
Charleston, WV 25301

WSCW, WJYP
P. O. Box 8600
So. Charleston, WV 25303

WHAR, WVHF, WXKX
P. O. Box 2208
Clarksburg, WV 25301

WDNE
P. O. Box 1337
Elkins, WV 26241

WTUS
1489 Locust Avenue
Fairmont, WV 26554

WELD
HC 85, Box 1A
Fisher, WV 26818

WBTH, WXCC
P. O. Box 261
Williamstown, WV 25661

WILS-AM/FM
P. O. Box 5499
Beckley, WV 25801-7506

WAMN-AM
P. O. Box 6350
Bluefield, WV 24701

WDCI-FM
P. O. Box 371
Bridgeport, WV 26330

WQBE-AM/FM
817 Suncrest Place
Charieston, WV 25303

WV Public Radio/WVPN
Attn: Sara Hensley

600 Capitol Street
Charleston, WV 25301

WPDX
105 Qak Mound Road
Clarksburg, WV 26301

WVMR
Route 38
Dunmore, WV 24934

WMMN, WTCS, WRLF
P. O. Box 1549
Fairmont, WV 26554

The Journal
P. O. Box 807
Martinsburg, WV 25401




WVU-Fire Service Extension
P. 0. Box 6610
Morgantown, WV 26505-6610

The Gilbert Times
P. Q0. Box 1135
Gilbert, WV 25621

Williamson Daily News
P. O. Box 1660
Williamson, WV 25661

Huntington Quarterly
P. O. Box 384
Huntington, WV 25708

Herald Dispatch
P. O. Box 2017
Huntington, WV 25720

Parthenon-Marshall University
311 Smith Hall

400 Hal Greer Blvd.
Huntington, WV 25755

The Register Herald
P.O.BoxPorR
Beckley, WV 25801

Post Report
Drawer P or R
Beckley, WV 25802

The Mullens Advocate
217 Moran Avenue
Muillens, WV 25882

Fayette Tribune
P. 0. Box 139
Oak Hill, WV 25301

The Intelligencer
1500 Main Street
Wheeling, WV 26003

Wheeling News-Register
1500 Main Street
Wheeling, WV 26003

The Catholic Spirit
1213 Byron Street
Wheeling, WV 26003

Hancock Co. Courier
P. O. Box 547
New Cumberland, WV 26047

Moundsville Daily Echo
P. O. Box 369
Moundsville, WV 26041-0369

Weirton Daily Times
114 Lee Avenue
Weirton, WV 26062

The Broocke Co. Review
The Follansbee Review
P. O. Box 591
Welisburg, WV 26070

Trumpet
West Liberty State College
West Liberty, WV 26074

The WVU-P Chronicle
WVU at Parkersburg
Rt. 5, Box 167-A
Parkersburg, wV 26101

The Record Delta
P. O. Box 550
Buckhannon, WV 26201

The Morgan Messenger
P. O. Box 567
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411

Spirit of Jefferson Advocate
P. O. Box 966
Charles Town, WV 25414

The Green & White
Salem-Teikyo University
Box 470

Salem, WV 25443

The Shepherdstown Chronicle
P. O. Box 2088
Shepherdstown, WV 25443

The Cabell Record
P. O. Box 467
Culleden, WV 25510

The Lincoln Journal
Weekly News-Sentinel
P. O. Box 308

Hamiin, WV 25523

Hurricane Breeze
P. O. Box 336
Hurricane, WV 25526

The Register
200 Main Street
Point Pleasant, WV 25550

Wayne County News
Tri-State Shopper
310 Central Avenue
Wayne, WV 25570

Logan Banner
P. 0. Box 720
Logan, WV 25601




Hinton News
P. O. Box 1000
Hinton, WV 25951

The News-Leader
4 Railroad Avenue
Richwood, WV 26261-1364

The Parsons Advocate
P. O. Box 403
Parsons, WV 26287

The Webster Echo

Webster Republican

P. O. Box 749

Webster Springs, WV 26288

The Clarksburg Exponent
324 Hewes Avenue
Clarksburg, WV 26301-2744

Clarksburg Telegram
324 Hewes Avenue
Clarksburg, WV 26301-2744

Times-West Virginian
P. O. Box 2530
Fairmont, WV 26555

Braxton Citizens-News
P. O. Box 516
Sutton, WV 26601

Braxton Democrat-Central
205 Main Street
Sutton, WV 26601

Elk & Little Kanawha News
229 River Street
Gassaway, WV 26624

Parkersburg News
P. O. Box 1787
Parkersburg, WV 26101

The Weston Democrat
P. O. Box 968
Weston, WV 26452

The Herald Record
202 E. Main Street
West Union, WV 26456

The Dominion Post
1251 Earl Core Road
Morgantown, WV 26505-6298

Daily Athenaeum-WVU
284 Prospect Street
Morgantown, WV 26506

Preston County Journal
Preston County News
P. O. Box 587
Kingwood, WV 26537

St. Marys Oracle
Pleasants County Leader
P. O. Box 27

St. Marys, WV 26170

Tyler Star News
P. O. Box 191
Sistersville, WV 26175

The inter-Mountain
P. O. Box 2076
Buckhannon, WV 26201

The Inter-Mountain
P. O. Box 1339
Elkins, WV 26241

Parkersburg Sentinel
P. O. Box 1787
Parkersburg, WV 26101

Wirt County Journal
P. O. Box 309
Elizabeth, WV 26143-0309

Grantsville News
Calhoun Chronicle

P. O. Box 400
Grantsville, WV 26147

Senior News
Box 157
Mineral Wells, WV 26150

Jackson County Newspapers
410 Race Street
Ravenswood, WV 26164-1702

Glenville Democrat
P. O. Box 458
Glenville, WV 26351-0458

Mountain Statesman
P. O. Box 218
Grafton, WV 26354

The Ritchie Gazette
P. 0. Box 215
Harrisville, WV 26362

The Pennsboro News
P. O. Box 368
Pennsboro, WV 26415-0368

The Barbour Democrat
P. O. Box 459
Philippi, WV 26416




The Nicholas Chronicle
P. O. Box 503
Summersville, WV 26651

Mineral Daily News-Tribune
P. O. Box 879
Keyser, WV 26726

Clay Free Press
P. O. Box 180
Clay, WV 25043

Clendenin Herald
P. O. Box 789
Clendenin, WV 25045

The Yellow Jacket

West Virginia State College
Campus Box 175

Institute, WV 25112

Coal Valley News
P. O. Box 508
Madison, WV 25130

Hometown News
P. O. Box 597
Madison, WV 25130

The Montgomery Herald
P. O. Box 240
Montgomery, WV 251386

Tech Collegian

WV Institute of Technology
Old Main, Box 1
Montgomery, WV 25136

The Mountain Messenger
122 N. Court Street
Lewisburg, WV 24901

West Virginia Hillbilly
P. O. Box 430
Richwood, WV 26261

The Monroe Watchman
P. 0. Box 179
Union, WV 24883

The Charleston Gazette
1001 Virginia St. East
Charleston, WV 25301

The Charleston Daily Mail
1001 Virginia St. East
Charleston, WV 25301

Focus on the Valley
3002 Pennsylvania Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

Golden Reporter

University of Charleston
2300 MacCorkle Avenue, SE
Charleston, WV 25304

The Jackson Herald
P. O. Box 31
Ripley, WV 25271

Wild, Wonderful West Virginia
State Capitol Complex
Charleston, WV 25305

The Greenbrier Valley Ranger
200 S. Court Street
Lewisburg, WV 24901

St. Albans Community News
P. O. Box 1000
St. Albans, WV 25177

The Shinnston News

The Harrison Co. Journal
P. Q. Box 187

Shinnston, WV 26431-0187

The Times Record

Roane Co. Reporter

P. O. Box 647

Spencer, WV 25276-1602

Bluefield Daily Telegraph
P. O. Box 1599
Bluefield, WV 24701

The Princeton Times
P. O. Box 1099
Princeton, WV 24740

Welch Daily News
P. O. Box 569
Welch, WV 24801

The Industrial News
P. O. Box 180
taeger, WV 24844

The Independent Herald
P. O. Box 100
Pineville, WV 24874-0100

West Virginia Daily News
P. OC. Box 471
Lewisburg, WV 24901-0471

Valley Press
Twin City Press
P.O.Box 8
Nitro, WV 25143

Pocahontas Times
810 Second Avenue
Mariinton, WV 24954




The Putnam Democrat
10 Main Street
Winfield, WV 25213

Hampshire Review
P. O. Drawer 1036
Romney, WV 26757

The Moorefield Examiner
P. O. Box 380
Moorefield, WV 26836

Reedy VFD
P. O. Box 33
Reedy, WV 25270

Mineral Daily News-Tribune
Attn: Ronda Wertman

Rt. 1, Box 229-G

Keyser, WV 26726

North Fork Post
P. 0. Box 121
Circleville, WV 26804

Grant County Press
P. Q. Box 39
Petersburg, W 26847

The Piedmont Herald
P. O. Box 68
Piedmont, WV 26750

The Pendleton Times
P. Q. Box 906
Frankiin, WV 26807

Matt Smittle
33 Pine Drive
Evans, W 25241
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EXAMINER STALLARD: Good morning ladies
and gentlemen, we will go ahead and get stated. 'My
name i1s Vic Stallard, I am one of your West Virginia
State Fire Commissioners. There are a few others
here. I don't want to miss anybody; Mr, Bill
Spencer, John Bailey, beside him is Dale Clayton,
and Francis Guffey. I think I got everyone. Mr,.
Corley, as most of you know, 1s on staff here.

I'll be your Hearing Examiner today with
regard tc the proposed rules thact will revise the

current State Building Code. The Rule was filed

fwith the Secretary of State cn April 5th, and rteen
javailable for public review since that date. The

Ibeasic revision consists of adopting various IEBC

documents and codes to replace the present BQCA and

| CABO cocdes, as well as various amandments to the

lvarious nationally recognized codes, as proposed by

the West Virginia Homebuilders.

As we talked, we have sign in sheets. And

I think, as we said earlier, you need to indicate if

you do want to speak, and we will take folks in the
order that they came. We do want to hear vyour

comments. With the size of the folks here, we would
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ask for respect for everyone, to keep them as brief
as possible; although, we don't want to hamper your
ability to speak or share your views. Keep them,
obviously, to the subject that we are going to talk
about today. And if any of vYou have comments in
writing, please submit those to Mr. Corley, who will
be collating that information for consideration.
Are there any questions?
(no response)

EXAMINER STALLARD: If vou will, please,
when you come -- we have a court raporter whe will
be recording our comments today; so, if you could,
when yvou come to the podium, state Yyour name, your

organization. If you're like me and have an odd

{last name, please spvell it. If it's Jones, I think

he can get that one.

That being said, we would like to ask for
Mr. Richard McElroy. Qut of respect for the
speakers, I would ask that others refrain fron
talking when -~ and if you could stand at the
podium. Thank you.

MR. McELROY: The one thing that jumped at

me when I looked at these proposed rules, and that
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is they apparently haven't been looked at from the
building code official standpoint. I have here ;
number of packets, there are three items in here,
one 1is an open letter thac T circulated around the
state, trying to draw up a little participation
here; and another is a Seven page memo dated today
to the Fire Commission, which I would like entered
into the record. Another is a letter of 14,
February of this vyear, which my seven page memno
refers to, and I would also like that enteregd intoe
the record. I will leave some of these packets up
here in case anybedy wants one and wanrs a cozy of

T

I would like to g0 over briefly what I have

|submittecd as written comments, and one of which is

-- first, I would like to Say thet I am 1C0 percent

in support of this ICC code, I'we just finiszhed
reading i1t and I have just read the international
residential code. This is &5 Lercent thicker than
cur BOCA, and there's a reason for it. There's a
lot more stuff in here, good requirements on fire
rated construction, wood construction, stuff that

cur builders out there need,
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Our architects' law in this state is a
littie weak. There are several exceptions to the
requirements for design professionals. As I recall,
you can build a 7,600 square foot, one-story
commercial structure with a basement without the
benefit of a design professional. And how are
building owners and our contractors who are acting
in the capacity of design professionals supposed to
know what they are going to do, unless we have these
prescriptive reguirements.

The international residerntiazl code, the

jsame deal; it's a lot thicker, a lot more good stuff

in here, it's very good reading. The family

dwelling code was scomewhat lacking in some arezas,

|there were gray areas. What I would like toc go cver

was wha't was not considered during the promulgation
c¢f Title 87, the rules for the building ccde.

The first one that jumped out at me was the
dppeals kboard. The current state building code
requires that appeals board members have certain
specific qualifications. They're to be registered

design professicnals in several different fields, or

contractors with at least 10 years experience. But
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|whatever means possible. And anvbody who has worked
|With buildirg codes knows that &2 building code b

|of

necessary. What I'm suggesting is that Appendix B

.of 2000 International Code be adopted. Appendix B

5
the 2000 international building code states that the
boards of appeals shall consist of members who aré
qualified by experience and training to pass on
matters. Experience and training, that wording can
be used to justify appointing insurance agents, real
estate agents, hardware brokers; and a number of
bersons on the board of appeals is also not
specified. So the mayor can appoint 27 of his

buddies that he plavs golf with and justify that by

jale]
A
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treals is a valuable information resourc
Yol have these architects ard engineers cn your

avpeals and vcocu go to them !

Fh

building code bcard o
with questions, they can straighten it cut when vou
neecd to be straightened sut.

What I'm suggesting is that the wording
from the BOCA code be carried over into the

international code -- excuse me . That i1s not

contains exactly the same qualifications that are

cited in the BOCA Code; they have t¢ be registered
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design professionals, contractors, and so forth.
But Chapter One of the International Code says that
Appendix B and none of the appendices apply unless
they are specifically adopted. Since we are looking
for a uniform code statewide, I think that's
something that needs to be handled at the state
level. And I would really hope that the Title 87
Rules would mandate that Appendix B be adopted so
that we do have a qualified court of appeals.
Another issue is the enforcement mandate.
The Internaticnal Code uses the phrase "Is
authorized to", rather than "Shall" in several

administrative provisions, which means that a code

h

3

official will be authorized but not required to
enforce the code, serve notice of violation, issue a
stop work crder and prosecute violations. The word
shall in the building code has saved my tail several
Cimes when I've been in political situations and

I've been called on the carpet by a city council,

{"Why did you write up the mayor's brother-in-law?"

Well, because the code says I shall do that. If it
says that you're authorized to, you are also

authorized not to and you will be expected to treat
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certain people differently, which is discriminatory
and compromises your credibility. What I would
suggest 1s deleting the wording in sections 113.4
and 114.3 of the 2000 International Building Code
and inserting the wording from the 1996 BOCA
National Building Code, sections 116.4 and 117.2.
One other issue. The appendices for both
the building and the residential codes, you will

find the same wording in section 101.2.1 of the

Building Code and 102.5 of the Internazticnal

;Residential Code, 1t states, "The appendices do not
:apply unless they are specifically adecpted. Some of
i:hese are, The Internaticnal Building Code,
prpendix B, becard of appeals, I've already covered

thaz; Appendix F, rodent proofing; Appendix G, Flood

resistant construction; Appendix H, signs; Aprendix

I, patio covers; Appendix J, supplementary
accessibility requirements for qualified historic
buildings; and any international residential codes.

Appendix A, size and capacity of gas piping;

|Appendix B, sizing of venting system serving

appliances egquipped with draft hcods, category one

appliances listed for use with Type V vents;
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10
Appendix C, exit terminals and mechanical draft and
direct venting:; Appendix E, manufactured housing,
dwelling units. Right now there's a lot of
confusion on the state level. This is regulated by
the Division of Labor. They don't seem to know what
a permanent foundation is supposed to be for
manufactured homes, even though the electrical code
says that electrical service equipment can't be
placed on a manufactured home unless it is on a

permanent foundaticn. Well, HUD vuklishes a2 guide

{for permanent foundations, but I'm tecld by the

Division of Labor that they don't use that. So if

vou lock all cver the state, vou will see electrical
Y ¥ _

service equipment mounted directly on a doublewide

|manufactured home setting on loocse laid blocks.

{Appendix F, Radon control methods; and Appendix G,

on swimming pools, spas and hot tubs. And,

incidentally, this is the only provision in the

residential code that requires safety barriers

around outside swimming pools to prevent children
from drowning. So i1f we leave that out, we've left

out another significant provision. Appendix H,

patic covers; Appendix J, existing buildings and
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structures; and Appendix X, sound transmission. All
of these things were not considered. This is all
valuable information that's illustrated in the
cedes; contractors, property owners, and code
officials need this information to act on it. Also,
the internaticnal mechanical code, the same wording,
the appendices do not apply unless they are
specifically adopted. Appendix A needs to be
adopted, combustion air cpenings and chimney
connector pass-thrus.

Now, there was some proposed deletions.
The first of which was any references tc the
International Electrical Code. Let me shicw vou the
Internaticrnal EZlectrical Code. This 1s NEC,

National Electrical Code NFPA 70, it's quite a bock.

h

If you want to read that, You betfer be serious

i

about it. It is very dry.

This little thing right here is the ICC

lElectrical Code Administrative Provisions. This is

more or less what's now contained in chapter 27 of

lthe BCCA Building Code. This establishes the board

cf appeals, the right of appeal, the reguirements

for submitting construction documents, for
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in the National Electrical Code. So tec delete this,
|maybe it would have been easier to get through 1if it

|nad read, "Administrative provisions for the

lalready in the BOCA Code, it's simply taking it out

|have administrative due process, which is reguired

12
undergoing inspections, penalties for vioclations.
And aside from that, it refers to the National
Electrical Code. This is the wording in the
building code that adopts the National Electrical
Code. The only electrical provisions in this entire
book is chapter 12, one sheet, front and back. The
most significant thing about that is it adopts NFPA
70, uses the National Electrical Code. Aside from
that, it has a couple of building code provisions

about wiring and so on, things that are not covared |

National Electrical Code,"” rather thanr in reverse.
But this is not electrical ccde; ICC never intended

Lo write an electrical code; this is simply what is

and putting it in a 25-page volume. Without that,

we den't have an electrical code. We also den't

for the enforcement of any codes.

The International Fire Code. Months ago, 1

circulated a letter to this effect. There are 81
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references in the building code, in the
International Building Code, to this. This code ;an
be used independently as a fire prevention code if a
municipality or county would chcose to do it, if
it's legal, for their fire brevention officer. But
for the most part, the references to the building
codes are for fire resistant construction, things

that are building issues, actually. I'll give you a

few examples. I have dozens more, I have scme notes

|

with me, I was golng to run through 1 81, of them,

u

but I would not put anvoody thrcough that
EXAMINER STALLARD: I aprreciate that.
MR. McELROY: A few things that I do want

tto point out tha® everybody can relate to, for

examplea. If we don'ct ave this code, it doesn't
exlst, okay, it's been cdeieted, smcke detectors in
existing dwelling units, Section 807.2.10.1.2 of the
2000 International Building Code provides
requirements for smoke detectors for new dwellings,
doesn't mention existing dwellings. It makes
reference to the International Property Maintenance
Code and the International Fire Code. The bottom

line is, Section 907 of the International Fire Code
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requires single station smoke detectors in existing
dwellings, residential occupancies, to be installed
in accordance with Section 907.2.10, which gives the
specific installation requirements and also refers
to NEFPA 70, So without that Code, there is nothing
in the Building Code that requires existing dwelling
units to have smoke detectors.

Means of eqress frcm the upper stories of
existing multi-family residential occupancies, it's
the same deal. In my written material here, I
traced through the reference chain from the building
code, the property maintenance code, the fire code;
and, once again, without the International Fire

Code, we nave no enforceable regulations in the

building code requiring a second means of egress in

existing apartment buildings that deon't fall under
the exceptions.

Some other hazards. What about 50 gallons

{0f gascline next to the gas water heaters in the

basement of an apartment building. ©Once again, the
Property Maintenance Code, the Internaticnal

Building Code defer tc the International Fire Code,

where we have the regulations on that sort of




W]

14

15

le

13

13

20

21

22

23

15

hazard. Without that, we have nothing to enforce.
There have also been sonme proposed

deletions by the Homebuilder's Association, sections
of the residential code; means of egress from
habitable spaces in basements. An emergency escape
has always been required for sleeping rooms, we all
know what the requirements are for the window, 5.7
Square feet, and so forth. This Code also requires
habitable spaces located in a basement. A habitable

space is something defined as something cther than =a

bathrocm, storage area. Sc we are talking about

i family rooms, the place where vou hold your kids

birthdav party cor your drunken New Year's Eve bash,
Or whatever, in the basement wirth no means of
emergency egress and rescue. Sc when a fire breazks

out on the first floor -- certeinly you guys on the

Fire Commission can relate to that. Light switches

at the top and bottom of the steps. I see a lot of
people falling, if that reguirement is deleted.
Footing depth on nillsides, I understand,
it is going to be propoeosed to eliminate that.
Focotings need to be cdeeper on a hillside to keep the

building from sliding down a hill. There's a one to
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three ratio, it's a long-established principal, this
is nothing new in the Codes, this is how design
professionals design a hillside anyway.

One more item. Conflicts between building
and fire codes. There are none and never have been
any. What you do is you comply with both. West
Virginia has special requirements in our Fire Code
that are not required in the building code. For
example, existing residential board and care
required to have a sprinkler; the Building Code does
not regquire that. The Building Code requires

Certaln size facilitiss of that type to not have a

:sprinkler system. But the Fire Code reqguires that

jthey do. This Building Code reguires that any code

cifficial assure that there is also ccmopliance of all
f their applicable laws. So it's the building
official's responsibility to know what's in the Fire
Code, what special reguirements we have at the State
level and see to it that there is an inspection or
Chere is a certificate of compliance or something

that goes with the construction documents so that he

knows that that's been done before the permit's

|issued. I won't get into examples of requirements,
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membersnip,

lin this

1Code are

out there are some packets up here if any of you

would like tec get into it and read on in more depth.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. Mr. Ben

MR. ROY:

Thank you and good morning. My

naeme is Benjamin Roy and I serve as the Mid-Atlantic
regional manager for the National Fire Protection
Association, referred to in most of my testimony as

NFPA. Thank vyou for alliowing me the privilege of

appearing befcore you today.

NFPA 1s an indevpendent, voluntary

nonprofit c¢rganization dedicated to

reducing the worldwide burden of fire and other

|razards cn the quality of life by providing and

ladvecating scientifically based consensus codes and

4]

tandards,

research,

training and education.

Our

¢crganization was founded in 1896 and is the premiers

fire and life safety codes development organizaticn

country, as well zs most of the rest of the

world.

Many of our documents are currently used

here in

West Virginia.

Scme of the more significant

documents adopted through the State Fire Prevention

NFPA 1, the fire prevention code; NFPA 101,
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life safety code; NFPA 70, National Electrical Code;
the National Fuel Gas Code and the National Fire
Alarm Code. In addition to these, over 100 other
documents developed by NFPA are also referenced by
your current fire prevention code.

For many years, the State of West Virginia
has come to depend on the NFPA standards making
process to provide the citizens of this state, as
well as visitors to West Virginia, with the mest

fairly, eguitably, and professionally developed

!safety standards available anywhere in the world.

|Over two vears ago, NFPA embarked oz a journey to

§develop a4 building code that would meet these same

|stancards of excellencse and that would be ceveloped

using the same true conseasus and process NFPA is

linternationally acclaimed for. This document, along

with the plumbing and mechanical code, develocped by
IAPMO, an energy code developsed by ASHRAE, will

round out NFPA's consensus code sebts for the Lbuild

fenvironment. This process is all but complete

Cur proposed document is in final draft form and

will be voted on by our menbership in less than one

week, during NFPA's annual meeting in Minneapolis,
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Minnesota, starting this Sunday. This document if
approved will be submitted to the NFPA standards
council in July and should be available in August.
The issue before you today is whether to adopt
various elements of the International Building Code
in place of the current BOCA and CABO codes
currently in use here in West Virginia.

I am here today to place two requests
before the Commission. First, I respectfully ask

that vou table any corsideration revising the West

Virginia State Building Code for a six-month pariod.

=

ind, secondly, during that period, Yol cocmpare the
|International Building Code with the completed NFPA

building code to determine which of these documents

may be best suited for use in West Virginia. I
delieve there's ample justification for the
Commission te take this course of acticn. The

prepesed Internaticnal Building Code before you 1is
I &

Inot just simply an update of the BOCA code, but

rather a new building cecde, utilizing provisions
from the Uniform Building Code, which is used
extensively west of the Mississippi, the standard

code used primarily in the Southeast, as well as
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some portions of the Southwest, in addition BOCA. A
delay in adopting this document would give the
Commission the time and opportunity to review this
new code and determine the impact provisions of
codes from other areas of the country will have here
in West Virginia.

NFPA staff includes a registered architect
on staff that previously worked for BCCA, and a
professional engineer who worked for the ICC,
International Codes Council, the publishers of the

International Building Code during the development

|cf that code. We would be most happy tC assist the

Commission in a study and review of the more

significant changes and the impact these changes mav

lhave here in this State. The current International

Building Code you are coansidering is the 2000
edition. A document that will be almost three vears
cld before your rulemaking process is completed.

Any delay brought about by a six-month study will be
negligible from a technical standpoint. In fact, a
delay might have many positive benefits, since the
NEPA document is brand-new, containing up-to-date,

state-of-the-art provisions.




The NFPA Building Code relies extensively
on the provisions of the life safety code as an ,
integral part of the new building code. The life
safety code has been adopted in the State of West
Virginia for decades, and hundreds, if not
thousands, of buildings and occupancies have been
designed to meet the provisions found therein.
Currently, the Commission has adopted the 2000
editicn of the standard.

NZPAR in cocperation with the State Fire
Marshal's Office has just concluded a three-dav
seminar on the 2000 edition of the life s
iin Huntington, West Virginia. Over 80 code
enforcers were in attendaznce. Additicnally, two
|¥8ars ago, NFPA along with the West Virginia State
Fire Marshal's office co-sponscred a three-day
seminarx on the previous edition, the '%7 edition, in
iCharleston, and was attended by almost 100 code
tenforcers. It should be noted that even though the
International Building Code makes extensive use of
NFPA codes and standards, NFPA 101, the life safety
code 1s not ameng them. It would seem to me that

adeopting 2 building code that excludes a life safety
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code 1s doing a severe disservice to the State of
West Virginia. The vast majoritv of the code
enforcers are trained to that document and it has
been used for many vears here in the state.
Certainly, there is a familiarity with this
document, not only by code officials, but also the
end users. At the least, a change this significant
should be thoroughly reviewed to determine what
conflicts will result between building code and fire
code enforcement and what fiscal impact the cost of
retraining both code enforcers aznd end users to a

ly different document will have on the

=

a

cr

o}
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T

payers cf West Virginia. FPA's new building

|code contains specific fire safety goals as follows.

To provide an envircnment for the occupants inside
or near a bullding that is rezsonably safe from fire
and similar emergencies, and I underline this next
section, to provide reasonable safety for

firefighters and emergency responders during search

jand rescue operations. To my knowledge, no other

current or former building code has made firefighter

and emergency worker safety a goal of their

document. The 2000 International Building Code does
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|before the Commission teo demonstrate that it is in '
the best interest of the citizens of West Virginia
lfor the Commission to broceed slowly on this issue

| and make the determiration as to which building ccde

:adopting any new puilliding code. The National Fire

jProtecticn Association is not here today asking vou

jtoday asking that vyou table or reject the proposal

:which document is best suited for use here in this

23
not contain that provision. This issue alone should
provide sufficient justification for the Commissién
to table action on adoption of the International
Building Code until a review is made between the two
documents to determine which will provide a higher
degree of safety, not only for the citizens of West
Virginia, but also the emergency workers who will
have to enter buildings after the occupants have

exlited,

I believe I have placed amnple testimony

is better suited for use in this state pricr to

to adopt the NFPA Building Cocde; rather, we are here

pefore vou until you have had the cpportunity to
review, compare and evaluate both the International

Building Code and NFPA's building code to determine
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state.

We at NFPA stand ready to assist you in any
way possible in this endeavor. Included and
submitted as a part to my written testimony is a
final draft copy of NFPA 5000 Building Code.
Additionally, under separate cover, each of the
members of the Commission should have received a

copy of that document within the last week or ten

days. Thank you for your time and consideracion.
EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank vou. William
:Teach.
MR. TEACH: Good morning, my name 1is

{William Teach, and I am the County EZngineer and
Building Code Official for Berkeley County. I've
ibeen in Ty current position for 13 years; I'm a

jlicensed, professional engineer in the State of West

Virginia and many other states. I'm also a2 member

and an cofficer of the West Virginia Code Officials

Assoclation and have received numerous hours of

training regarding the ccdes now before you for

jconsideration and adoption. As a matter-of-fact,

some Of my cocllege design projects more than 30

years ago, for structures, were based on some of the
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data derived by the organizations that are now part
of the International Code Council. However, timeg
have changed and so have construction methods and
design.

In order to keep current with today's
technolegy, I am here today to speak in favor of the
2000 ICC codes and supplements as amended. While
I'm not totally in favor of making the supplements,

I am not sc naive as to know that there was not a

give and take process in getting anything

faccomplished. Our County was the first in West

Virginia to adcpt the State Building Code. The

jlmplementaticn was nearly flawless and without

oublic outcries. The biggest reason was months of

|-- was the education. The inspectors were educated

in the building c¢ode, and prior to implementing the

ccde, we spent months in the field educating the

|construction industry on the cods requirements. To

shift to a new code which has not even been

jofficially published as of this date or to wait for

1t would be a disservice to the construction

industry and the consumer. We need to move forward

lnow and come closer to today's construction
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standards by updating and adopting the Codes now
teing considerad.

In conclusion, I am requesting that the
Commission move forward with processing the
legislative rules and revise the State Building Code
to update to the 2000 ICC Codes, along with proposed
changes to the proposal to correct the typographic
and minor errors contained in the original proposed
legislative rules.

I alsoc have a resolution of support for the

ladoption of the 2000 International Ccdes of the West

‘Virginia State Building Code. Whereas, the State of

West Virginia has mandated in West Virginia Code,

{Section 713N, that anv county, subdivision, of the

state that adopts a building code must adopt the
State building cocde; and, whereas, the State
building code is the 1996 editicn cf the BOCA

National Building Code, the 19S5 Editien of the

'International Plumbing Code, 1996 International

Mechanical Code, the 1996 edition of BOCA, National

Property Maintenance Code, the 1993 BOCA

International -- National Energy Code, and the 1995

CABC one and two family dwelling code. And,
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whereas, Berkeley County has been operating under
the current State Building Ccde since June 6, 1993,
and whereas Berkeley County is an active member of
the West Virginia Code Official Association; and,
whereas, Berkeley County and the West Virginia Code
Officials Association has spent thousands of dollars
of taxpayers money to purchase copies of the various
2000 ICC codes and trained officials across the
state in the administration of these codes; and,

whereas, the building departments of municipal and

fcounty subdivisions across the State of West

Virginia are now evaluated and graded by IS0, like

{fire departments, in order to get creditcs for

insurance based upon construction in accordance with

| the current edition of the model codes; and,

wheresas, the State Fire Commission as charged by

West Virginia Code, Section 735B, will hold =a public

hearing on May 17th, 2002, at 10:00 a.m., in

Conference Room L at the Lay'™s Inn Conference

Center, Flatwoods, West Virginia, for the purpose of

taking comments of the adoption of the 2000
International Ccdes as the next state building code,

therefore it be resolved that the Berkley County
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resolves to give their full support to the West
Virginia Code Officials Association, the West
Virginia State Fire Commission, in their united
effort to adeopt the 2000 International Code and the
supplements as presented as the next state building
code for West Virginia. And it was signed and
passed on the 9th day of May, 2002. Thank you.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. Scott

MR. JOLLIFF: Goed morning, I'm Scott

Jolliff from the friendly city of Fairmont, West

|Virginia; I'm the building official there, building

inspector. Please overlock myv nervousness, I don't

speak in front of crowds very often.

I em here in support of the ICC codes for

the valuable information that they do supply.

Architects, engineers and contractors in our area

and in other states are using the BCCA codes and are
familiar with them. Modular houses and octher
materials built inside of our state and in other
states that import them into ocur state all use BOCA
Cocdes, that I have been familiar with. So,

therefore, to help lessen the confusion with our
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state and those neighboring us and that we use their
materials and their imports, we should do the
logical thing and adopt the new ICC Rule. I
wouldn't want West Virginia to become the guinea pig
for determining if the new fire code will work and
be a good, competent code for our state. Time will
tell if this new code will be good; and I think that
we shouldn't do things short. I think that we
should take the time to review the codes and maybe
not this time, but in the future, maybe the new fire

code will be the correct code to go with. But at

EXAMINER STALLARD: ThanX you, sir.

|IRobert Ashcrarft.

MR. ASHCRAFT: Good morning. I have first
& revised letter frcm Robert Cannon, the West
Virginia Code Qfficial's Asscciation president, on a
letter which was presented on May 5th, and there

were scome typos, so Bob asked me to pass this along

{to you. I also have for submission, written letters

from the remaining porticn of my staff in Fairmont

jthat couldn't be here this morning.
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2000 International Codes and the supplements as

jamended and presented for adopticn by the West

lspent hundreds or perhaps even thousands of dellars

30

Good morning. My name is Robert Ashcraft;
I'm the Assistant City Manager for the City of
ralrment, and I have been in my current position for
five years with the City of Fairmont, indirectly or
directly in the code enforcement business for about
20 years, both in municipal government and in the
commercial insurance industry. I am currently an
officer with the West Virginia Code Officials
Assoclation, having served on their Beocard now for
approximately three vears.

I'm here today to speak in favor of the

Virginia Code Qfficials Association tc the West

IVirginia State Fire Commission. My employer has

ocver the last several years of taxpayer money on
both the purchase of the ICC codes and the training
of staff on the ICC cocdes that we're here to
consider todavy.

BOCA National 3uilding Code and the

supplements, which make up the current State

Building Code are all adopted by our jurisdiction,
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have been accepted by the contractors in our area of

. i
!

jurisdiction. We believe that the conversicon now to

the ICC codes is a logical step, since BOCA is one
of the three model code groups which make up the
International Codes Council standards. I do not
Support the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
building codes as the next state building code in
West Virginia, even though I am currently a member
of the architects, engineers and building officials

section of the NFPA. While the NFPA is stil

j—
rt
=
D

proven authecrity in many special applications, code
standards and processes recognized across this

|country, I and others still considex them an infant

wnen it comes to developing a building cocde.

I respectfully reguest and urge the
Commission tec file as a legislative rule the 2000
International Building Code and supplements as

amended and presented for adoption as the next State

|Building Code in West Virginia. I also have a

resolution today, which I would like to share with

;you from the City Council for the City of Fairmont.

It's a resolution of support for the adcption of the

2000 International Code as the next West Virginia
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State Building Code.

Whereas, the State of West Virginia has
mandated in West Virginia Code Section A1213 that
any municipal subdivision of the state that adopts a
building code, and the code that is adopted shall be
the State Building Code. And whereas the current
State Building Code is the 1996 edition of the BOCA
National Building Code, the 1995 Edition of the
International Plumbing Code, the 1996 International
Mechanical Code, '96 Edition of the BOCA National
Property Maintenance Code, '$3 BQOCA National Energy
Code, and '95 CABO one and two family dwelling code;

and whereas the city of Fairmont has been operating

under tThe current State Building Code since April

10th of 1998; whereas the City of Fairmont is an
active member of the West Virginia Code Officials
Asscciation; and whereas, the City of Fairmont and
Che West Virginia Code Officials have spent
thousands of dollars in tax money to purchase,
provide training and copies of the 2000
International Codes and supplements to train code
officials across the state in the administration of

these codes; and whereas, the building departments
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of municipal subdivisions across the State of West
Virginia are now evaluated and ¢raded by IS0, lige
fire departments, in order to give credits for
insurance based upon construction in accordance with
correct edition model codes; and whereas the State
Fire Commission is charged by West Virginia Code,
Section 29-3-5B, will hold a public hearing on May
17, 2002, at 10:00 a.m., in Conference Room L of the

Day's Inn Conference Center in Flatwoods, West

Virginia, for the purpose of taking comments on the

adoption of the 2000 Iaternaticnal Codes as the next
State Building Code, now therefore it be resolved

|that the City of Fairmont hereby resolves to give

their full suppecrt and erndorsement of the West

|Virginia Code Officials Association, the West

Virginia State Fire Commission in their united

|effort to adopt the 2000 International Codes and
supplements as presented as the next State Buillding

Code for West Virginia. Passed this 13th day of

May, 2002, and signed by Nick L. Fantasia, Mayor. I
would like to respectfully submit this. Thank you
all for this ocpportunity.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. Francis
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Guifey.

MR. GUFFEY: Good morning, my name is

Francis Guifey, I'm a practicing architect with
offices in Charleston and Parkersburg. My practice
specializes in codes, building, life safety, and
ADA. The name of my firm is Codeworks. I live,
breathe code, representing owners, building owners,
architects, engineers, and contractors in a number

of states. Essentially, codes are my business. In

2 nutshell, building codes affect the built

environment. They are designed for the protecticn

jof life, health, and safety, not c¢nly of the recple

iy

fire, the walls are

rzted, the floors are rated, the assemblies are

rated, and that is for the protection of
firefighters that specifically ceme in and fight
fire and other disasters.

The architects, engineers, home builders,
code officials, and contractors are in agreement.
The 2000 International Building Code, which is a

combination of three time-proven, time-tested

building codes, will best serve the State of West
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Virginia. There are no other published building
codes out there that are time-proven and time-
tested. I do not have a closed mind about codes.
And every three years the State Fire Commission --
every three years or thereabouts, the State Fire
Commission revisits the new editions of the codes.
We will again; but then again, we have to review
codes that have been published; and frem the
standpoint of the design community, something that
hzs been time-tested and time-proven. I do not
prefer to be a guinea ©ig 1in initiating a brand new
code in the State of West Virginia. Thank vou.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank vou. Michael
Westfall

MR. WESTFALL: Gocd morning, my name is
Michael Westfazll; I'm a service representative for
BOCA Internaticnal, based in the Columbus, Ohio,
area. To begin, I would like to register my support

for all of the previous speakers, with the exception

=

of Mr. Roy. am 100 Percent in favor of proceeding
with all due diligence and expedience in adopting
the new codes, In the March/April issue of our

megazine, there was an editorial titled, "Five Vears
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of BCEGS Benchmark". It was addressed to the State
of California. BCEGS is an acronym for the building
code enforcement grading systems; this was mentioned
by Mr. Ashcraft, where the communities that enforce
a code are able to earn credits towards reducing
insurance when the latest editions of the codes are
enforced, and the enforcers are qualified, trained,
certified, which means they attended seminars in

enforcing the codes. This editeorial was geared

toward the state of California, which is now five

years cut cf date; therefore, thev do not qualify.

WestT Virginia is in the same posicicn, s¢ it's of

the utmest importance that vou proceed with adeption

i

©Z this latest code package.

A 1ittle bit on the I codes. It's a joint
effort of the three model code organizations, as has
been mentioned. When the three groups decided in

1594 to join forces as the International Code

Council, then they set about to develcp a single

could go through PICBQ (phonetic) or BOCA or

Scouthern and pick out the most restrictive, or they

could go through the three and pick out an average,
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'unprecedented action in their histories. The State

thave adopted a fairly complete rackage of I codes

0of Wisconsin has always written their own code.,

‘They have adopted an I Code vpackage that's in effect

37
or they could go through the three and pick oﬁt the
mest liberal, as far as safety and health and public
welfare was adequately covered. Reasoning that if
it worked anywhere in the country, it should work
everywhere in the country, they picked out the most
liberal. As a result, the International codes
package plus that's been submitted here in West

Virginia, in my opinion is the most user-friendly

document I have ever seen. I've been in the code

business since 1965 in various capacities. To date, |

over 20 states have adopted ones or more of the

Internaticnal Codes; several states have taken

|
|
of New York has always written their own code. They |

|
and it includes the International Fire Code which |

will be in effect in July of this year. The State

noew. The state of Pennsylvania has never had a
statewide code; they have adopted the I Code -~ they

passed legislation to adopt the I Codes in

Pennsylvania. In this part of the country, Ohio has
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adopted the International Building Code. Two other
states assigned to me are Michigan and Kentucky;
both Michigan and Kentucky have adopted the 1 Codes.
Both Michigan and Kentucky retained the reference to
the International Fire Code, because, as Mr. McElroy
has pointed out, without it, you have got nothing,
you have 81 dead ends, in essence, without these
references. These references are only effective as
far as the International Fire Code is concerned to
the point the refersence makes. You are not adorting

the Internaticnal Fire Code. 1It's just a

jcontinuation of the building code provision of these
181 instances. And of ccurse there are other codes,
Fuel Gas Code, Property Maintenance Code that also

have references to the Internatiocnal Fire Code. S0

I am in support of the West Virginia Code Officials,
Mr. McElroy's comments that these references should
be retained.

By the way, Mr. MciElroy is a modest
gentleman. Darby Dean is alsoc here -- did I see --
Rick, raise vyour hand; Darby Dean raise your hand.

These two fellows are master code officials; that

means they have passed anywhere from 19 to 21 tests,
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have to continue Craining, obtaining 45 hours-pe;
year -- every three vears to maintain that
certification. There's less than 150 master code
officials in the nation. I think on a per capita
basis -- and also a third one here in this state is
Jerry Kyle, who works part-time for Bob Ashcraft inp
Fairmont. On a per capita basis, this is as good as
any state in the country. I think the training, the

due diligence shown by these gentleman should be

maintained and will be maintained with the adcption
cf the code package. Thank vou very much.
EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank vou, sir. D. f

Darby Dean.

MR. DEAN: My name is Darbv Dean; I'm the

Virginia. I have been involved as code otfficial for
about 2 1/2 years, and been in code enforcement for
about seven and a half years. I'm a member of the
West Virginia Code Officials Association and serve
on the Board of Directors of that ocrganization, and
Lo date I have received humerous hours of training
in the code series now before you for consideration

and adopticon. I am here today to speak in favor of




RN

16

11

—
(R

19

20

21

22

23

jSeries and used within a year of adgopticn --

{testing is based on the new code series. So the

=

that.
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adoption of the 2000 ICC codes and supplements as
amended and presented for adoption by the Code
Officials Association to the State Fire Commission.

The City of Martinsburg has spent
considerable time and money purchasing and providing
the 2000 codes and training therein for the clty
employees. I guess one aspect that hasn't been
mentioned vet is the fact that once a new series of
codes has been written and issued, generally all

training after that peint is given in the new code
cromulgation of a new code series, all certification

ate i1s now enforcing codes that are five, six

T

[
(3]
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cld; but anybody seeking certificaticn or

Craining is required to use the 2000 code series for

I'd echec the comments of some of the
previcus speakers. I think it's prudent that we
move ahead with the adoption of the 2000 ICC code
series, with the possibility of looking at an NFPA

5000 at a later date when it has had a chance to

prove itself as a possible building code for the
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Froperty Maintenance code, the 1993 BQCA National
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state.

I also have a resolution Passed by the City
Council of Martinsburg for submission today, a
rescliluction for support of the adoption of the 2000
International Codes as the West Virginia State
Building Code. Whereas, the State of West Virginia
has mandated in West Virginia Code, Section §-12~13
that any municipal subdivision of the State that
adopts a building code, that the code adopted shall
be the State Building Code. And whereas the current
State Building Code is the 1666 edition of the BQCa |

Nationzl Building Code, the 1995 edition of the

Mechanical Code, the 1996 edition of BGCa Naticnal

Energy Code, and the 1995 CABC o¢ne and two Family
Dwelling Code; and, whereas the City of Martinsburg

has been operating under the current State Building

Code since October gth, 1997: and whereas the City

Hy

©L Martinsburg is an active member of the West
Virginia Code Qfficials Associlation; whereas the

City of Martinsburg and the West Virginia Code

Officials Association has spent thousands of dollars
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of taxpayers money to purchase copies of the various
2000 ICC codes and train code officials across the
state in the administration of these codes; and
whereas the building department of municipal
subdivision across the State of West Virginia are
now evaluated and graded by ISO, like fire
departments, in order to give credits for insurance
based upon construction, in accordance with the
current edition of the model codes; and whereas the

State Fire Commission as charged by West Virginia

'Code, Section 29-3-5b, will hold a public hearing or

May 17th, 2002, at 10:00 a.m., in Conference Room L

h

the Day's Inn Conference Center, rlatwcods, West

|Virginia, for the purpose of taking comments on the

adoption of the 2000 International Codes as the nex:

|State Building code. Now it therefore be resclved

lthat the City of Martinsburg hereby resolves to give

their full support to the West Virginia Code

Officials Association and the West Virginia State

iFire Commission in their united effort to adopt the

12000 International Code and supplements as presented

as the next State Building Code for West Virginia.

Passed this %2th day of May, 2002. Signed by George
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1 |Xaros, Mayor. Thank you.

5%

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank vyou, sir. Steve
3 {Parsons.

4 MR. PARSONS: I have got a nice little

5 |letter written here, and after Comments that I've

6 Jheard this morning, I'm going to throw the letter

7 laway and just talk. I'm Steve Parsons; I'm with the

8 |Village of Barboursville. I have been in Code

9 |Enforcement for 21 vears with the Village of
10 JBarboursville. I was alsc with the Fire Service of |
1i |the Village of Barboursville for 25 years, and I was

12 {Fire Chief 12 vyears during that period of time. I

l_l

13 Jthink there Wwas some reference made carlier

14 jconcerning the fire perscnnel and their safety in

|
(871

lthese puildings. ICC c¢cdes may not sert there and

6 Isay, "Okay, I'm here to protect the firefighter;"

27 lbut due to the responsibility that ICC has had, BOCA
18 lhas had in the P&st, and the reguirements for the

19 construction, I feel that this makes every building

20 |lthat a firefighter has to enter as safe as possible.
2l |That's not a situation that's safe, I don't care

22 Jwhen you go in. 2all of you guys know that. But by

23 the use of the IcCC codes, I believe that makes the
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buildings as safe as they can get in that situation.

I am here todayv to support the 2000 ICC
code supplements as amended and as presented. Here
dgailn, my employer has spent several hundred or
thousands of dollars training myself and the other
inspectors in my area. We are being trained with
the 2000 codes, which they have been for the last
couple of years, and our testing has been with the
2000 codes, so we are very familiar with these
ccdes. I believe the conversion to the ICC cede 1is

2 logical step, since BOC2 is cne of the three model

jcodes that we used in the past; and a combination of

the three model codes nationwide, to me, is a very

sensible effort to make things standard nationwide,

|make it easy to understand and easy to implement.

I respectfully reguest and urge this

|Commission to file as legislative rule the 2000

international Building Code and supplements as
amended and presented for adoption for the next
State Building Code. And this is the letter I will
pPresent to the Commission. I also have a
resolution, which I will not read, a resolution that

supports adoption of the 2000 International Code as
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the West Virginia State Building Code. This ;as‘
adopted by Mayor Paul Turman and signed by the
reporter; and this was bassed at the Council Meeting
on May 7th, 2002. fThank you for your time.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. Mr. Don
Gombert.

MR. GOMBERT: I don't have a prepared
statement, so I will be really brief. I am an
architect from Crab Orchard, West Virginia, in

Raleigh County, and I an just simply in favor of the

{ICC Building Code being adorted as expediticus as

jpossible. Thank you very much.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Trhank vyou. Lacdies and

lgentlemen, in just a few moments, we are going to

itake a brierf recess, I see some people sculrming.

Out of respect for all and primarily the court
reporter, we will start back up at ten after eleven.
And I would again, out of respect, ask that as vyou
come back in the rocm, if you're a couple of seconds
late, do so in silence for everyone's respect. Mr,
Edward Tucker, you're on deck. So ten after eleven.
(WHEREUPON, a short recess

was had.)
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EXAMINER STALLARD: We will now reconvene
at 11:10 with Mr. Edward Tucker.

MR. TUCKER: I'll try to do as well as Don
in being brief. My name is Edward Tucker, I'm an
architect in Huntington, West Virginia, where I have
been for seven years; been licensed for 20 years as
an architect; currently President of the American
Institute of Architects, West Virginia Chapter. Our
Chapter has a membership cf over 90 percent of the
registered architects in West Virginia, alcng with
guite & number of associzted and affiliatzs members,

as well.

Qur position has beern and continues to be

in support of adoption of the ICC codes. And I

think the arguments and expressions from the West
Virginia Ccde 0Officials and others today -- I won't
try to repeat, but have heard a lot of things we're
in agreement with, and wculd just simply say as an
architect, practicing and both representing our
membership that we support the efforts of the State
Fire Commission to adopt the ICC family. Thank you.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. John

Sausen.




[

0

[
L)

[
[

20

21

22

23

47

MR. SAUSEN: My name is John Sausen.anq I
a4l a registered architect fronm Fairmont, West
Virginia. Aand I am the past President of the AIA,
and so I again repeat the Support of the adoption of
these codes. 1 have two comments, basically, and
they may be Something that cannot be really done at
this current adoption pProcess, but I throw thenm out
for consideration in the future. One is in the ~--
we actually have three different code groups that we
follow; the Internationa: Code, which is the BOCA
Code, the NFPa 101 Life Safety Code, and the Title

87 State Building Code. 2nd the twe areas that have

dlways peen problematic for architects has been the

drea l:imitations chart that's in Title 87. It does

nct take into consideration two areas. Cne 1is, it

doesn't take inte Consideration eccuprancy; and the

Other, it doesn'+ take into consideration
compartmentalizaticon, So down the rocad I think that
needs to be recensidered, because the International
Building Code does take into consideration Qccupancy
and Compartmentalization.

The other issue is that architects are

cempelled by license te design to the codes; they
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also are compelled by license to provide
construction administration. So, therefore, the
public is protected, because we're cut there making
sure things are put together. The other thing is
that Building Code officials are compelled by
adoption of their municipality's and or the county,
which incidentally all counties should be adopting
the codes to do plan review and to do inspection.

But the big, major lcocophole that we have here in

West Virginia is that many, many buildings are built

iwithout architects, because of the excepticns that

are in our practice law; and many, many buildings

are built ocutside of jurisdictions, outside of
4

imunicipalities; sc, therefore, what is to crotect

tne public in those situations. 50, again, 1in the

| future, I would recommend that adoption should not

De an option if, it should be a mandated shall, and
that we need to truly make this a State Builiding
Code. Thank vou.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you, sir. Edwin
Blehschmidzt.

MR. BLEHSCHMIDT: I'm Ed Blehschmidt; I™m

president of the West Virginia Chapter of Fire
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Marshals Association, and I have been in code
enforcement I guess since 196] or '62, started in
Morgantown, was on the fire department, and worked
with several folks that have got up here to speak
already. our membership is concerned, the majority
of our membership in the Fire Marshal's Association,
that, number one, we don't know for sure if this new
Code 1s consensus code. Do fire marshals, do fire
departments, the firefighters, do they have input
into this Code when it was being written.

One thing tha*® was brought out here todav,

:after all of these years tha- T have been in code
jcompliance and code enforcement, was what Mr, Sausen
;Said. There shouldn't be a building buils in this
EState without an architecrt at the helm. The

'architects are absolutely the last line of defense.

- worked alsoc at the Eeazlth Sciences Center, which

fis a large complex in Morgazntown, and if it wouldn't

;have been for different architectural firms, we

would have been in Lrouble a long time ago.

The consensus thing is one thing that

;concerned us. We don't have a problem as a group

with the ICC, not at all; but we would ask you --
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ilike to place the following public testcimony on the

| record. We, the undersigned, respectrfully request
lthat the West Virginia State Fire Commission
‘postpone their decision and vote on the adoption of
& new building code c¢r anyv signi

i Che existing building code. This reguest is based

jexpect to be available for use by late summer 2002.
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and I'm going to read this letter, I'll be as brief
as 1 can. This was written on April 30th in
Huntington. "Gentleman of the Fire Commission: It
has come to our attention that you intend to hold a
public hearing in Flatwoods, West Virginia, on May
17, '02, for the purpose of receiving public
testimony concerning your planned adoption of the
2000 edition of the IBC. The members of the Fire
Marshal's Association, West Virginia Chapter of the

International Association of Fire Marshal's would

iy

icant revision to

on the fact that the National Fire Protection

rssociation has developed a building code which we

We believe that prior to any West Virginia adoption
2 review of both the NFPA Building Code, as well as

the IBC should be conducted to determine which of

these documents will best serve the citizens of West
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Virginia, as well as provide a very high level - of
safety to cur citizens, visitors to our State, as/
well as our emergency responders. We as code
officials, code enforcement officials of West
Virginia, are the ultimate end-users of the codes
you adopt, and as such, feel our concerns should be
taken into consideration and play a very vital part
in your decision.”

I have seen scme things happen, and I've

worked in all 55 counties of this State, my home 1is

in Morgantown, and the onlyv thing that concerns me a

ilot as a code enforcement official is building code

cfificizls I believe should be civil service. I have

seen politics enter in and interact with the

lbuilding code officials, and we all know it. @We all

do the same work, basically. And I think I would
like to see and my organization would sincerely
support the building code cfficials being put cver
into civil service so the manager, the councils, the
county commissions, cannct dictate and say, "Hey,
walt a minute. You might want to overlock this

thing because of the different revenues it would

jbring intec the county or city." And we all know it
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happens. It probably doesn't happen in every town,
but I know it's happened frequently around the
state.

I certainly thank you for your time and
appreciate your time, sir, and I would like for this
-- there are 62 signatures of code enforcement
people, mainly deputized assistant fire marshals,
fire marshals, and so forth. And by the way,
Marshal Lewis is now trving to get some code
enforcement out in the counties threough
deputization, as assistants in the voluntesr fire
departments. We had a lot of these feiks come

through in this last training session, which I was

-

've heard here todav
mcst of you are from municipalities. West Virginia
is a small state, but do municipalities make up the
majority of buildings and constructicn; and I don't
know it to be a fact, but I doubt that. Sc 1f vou
could take this into consideration, we would
sincerely appreciate it. Thank you very, very much.
EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. Robert

Lemley.

MR. LEMLEY: As an employee of West
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Virginia University, and as a representative o€ the
0ffice of Environmental Health and Safety, I deal
with code compliance on a daily basis, and have for
years. My position and the position of
Environmental Health and Safety is to support Mr.
Roy's position, I might add, as well as the position

that was just presented by Mr. Blehschmidt. Thank

you.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. Joel
Stout.

MR. STQUT: I am Joel Stcut with the West

Virginia Homebuilder's Associatiocn. I serve as the

Chairman of our Codes Committee, and we suppcrt the

{legislative rule that was filed with the amendments,
land we have been working with the Code Officials

|Assocliation and Mr. Guffey to get this implemented,

and we think it is a gocd thing.,
We did find one troublescme area that we
missed that we are asking for one more change in,

and that is to delete the section that deals with

{building footings cn or adjacent tec slopes. It is

just really -~ it's ambiguous and unworkable. We

have been in discussion with the building code
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ofificials, and evervbody pPretty much agrees that
it's hard -- it would be impossible to implement
tnis provision. And they are going to rewrite it in
the next code edition. And that is spelled out in
the written comments that I will turn in here.
Thank you.

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. Steve
Curfman.

MR. CURFMAN: Honorable Ccmmission, good
morning, my name is Steve Curfman, I am the Building

ia O

[
@]
@]
[ 1)

ficial for the City of Vienna in Wood County,
.

2@st Virginia. I have been in this position since

1895, alsc a member of the West Virginia Code

{Cfficials Association. I'm here today to speak in

Tavor of 2000 ICC codes and supplements as amended

and presented for adoption by the code cfficials to

the West Virginia State Fire Commission.

In the year 20C1 azlone, our Association has

spent over $18,000 for BOCA/ICC certified continuing

educaticn seminars for its members. Nearly 2ll of
these expenses are funded by the members' cities or
counties that they represent. Our Jjurisdictions

have invested a lot of time and money on its code
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people. BOCA certifications in CE units are °
automatically accepted by ICC, and I'm assuming
this, however, they will not be accepted by the NFPA
5000 codes. I, myself, have 15 certifications. I
would hate to have to throw these away if they're
going to be worthless in this state if we adopt NFPA
5000 building codes.

The National Building Code, Uniform

Building Code, and Standard Building Code have comea

together to produce cne code, the ICC. These three

[ 1}
e 1

cr & toctal o 229

lcumulative years. We now have one set of building

codes produced for the entire country. This has
beern the dream of architects, designers, developers,
engineers, builders, material suppliers, and many
cthers for descades. Before, these people had to
nave three different sets of codes on their
bockshelves, depending on 1f they were gcing to
design or build a building, in what jurisdiction,

what codes was applicable. These internaticnal

;codes will greatly simplify these problems and

certainly reduce costs. Correct me if I'm wrong,

Mike, but thus far 20 states have adopted the ICC
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‘Building Code in West Virginia. Thank you.

56
codes, 17 states have adopted the Uniform Building
Code, six states the National Building Code,
including this state, and six the Standard Building
Code. 1It's a good bet that all of these states will
adopt the International Code. So that takes up
about 43 states. The International Fire Code is an
integral part of the ICC codes. It is referenced
133 times in the ICC Building Code. The
Internaticnal Fire Code references 88 different

chapters in the NFPA National Fire Code. I've got

about three pages here. The IFC is not a threat to
|

Che State Fire Code or the National Fire Code; it is

I respectfully request and urge this
Commission tc file as a legislative rule the 2000
IBC and supplements as amended and presented by the

cocde cofficials fcr adoption as the next State

EXAMINER STALLARD: Thank you. Ladies and
gentlemen, according to my records that concludes
those who wish to spezak. Thank you very much. Any

written comments can --

MR. MAXWELL: You didn't call my name,




8]

17

18

13

20

21

22

23

1BOCA on this other side, and trving to g¢get those

jtecgether. I am in favor of the International

think the Fire Commission would have done something

fhere to say that if there 1is any conflict or --

between the twe codes, and believe me, I will find

57

Carl Maxwell. v

EXAMINER STALLARD: I hope I didn't mis;
you. You didn't check that you wanted to speak.

MR. MAXWELL: Oh, I'm sorry. Can I speak?

EXAMINER STALLARD: With unanimous
consent, we will let Mr. Maxwell speak. Yes.

MR. MAXWELL: I'm Carl Maxwell, I'm an
architect with Chapman Technical Group. Let me say,

I'm going to speak about my frustration with trying

to deal with NFPA 101 on this side and then you have

Building Code. I think if I had ny way, I would

a little bit different, in which they would just

adopt the International Building Code and do away

with 101. But because all the Fire Commission

people like 101, that's the way 1t went. S0 I'm

that's not a very good word, cenflict; discrepancy

a difference between 101 and the International

Building Code, I will call -- if I have a building
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in your area, I will call You guys up and ask you,
"Well, how are we going to solve this?" There will
always be -- the International Building Code will
allow you to do this or not allow you to do that,
but NFPA 101 may or may not allow you to do this.

So you will hear a phone call from me, Carl Maxwell,
Chapman Technical Group. Thank you.

EXAMINER STALLARD: I believe that does
conclude the hearing. Thank you all very much for
Your interest, for your respect for each other, and
God Bless America. Thanks, it's concluded.

(WHEREUPON, the deposition

was concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

COUNTY OF KANAWHA, to-wit:

I, John T. Berkhouse, Certified
Court Reporter and Notary Public for the State of
West Virginia, duly commissioned and gualified, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is, to the best of

my skill and ability, a true and accurate transcript

-4

©I all of the proceedings as set forth in the

caption thereof.

C::b%ﬂ{j*{%ﬂmrﬁoai}”

Joln T. Berkhouse
Certified Court Reporter
Notary Public
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govermor

Joseph J. Bostar, |l Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 " Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary .

June 27, 2002

Steve Curfman, Building Code Official
City of Vienna

City Hall

Vienna, West Virginia 26105

Dear Mr. Curfman

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as madified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours,
A. Glitey/ FAIA

Francis A. |
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGHl kb
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 ~ Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

J. Benjamin Roy, Jr.

Regicnal Manager

National Fire Protection Association
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office

P.O. Box 1166

Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 19971

Dear Mr. Roy,

Tharnk you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed ruies that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”,

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours,
i

F‘a%sis tﬁ@ II,JTLNA

Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee
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Good Morming —

My name is Benjamin Roy and | serve as the Mid-Atlantic Regional Manager for
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of appearing before you today.

NFPA is an independent, voluntary membership, non-profit, organization
dedicated to reducing the worldwide burden of fire and other hazards on the
quality of life by providing and advocating scientifically-based consensus codes
and standards, research, training, and education.

NFPA was founded in 1896 and is the premier fire and life safety codes
development organization in this country as well as most of the rest of the World.

Many of our documents are used here in West Virginia. Some of the more
significant documents include the Fire Prevention Code, the Life Safety Code,
the National Electric Code, the National Fuel Gas Code and the National Fire
Alarm Code. In addition over 100 other documents developed by NFPA are
referenced by your current Fire Prevention Code.

For many years the State of West Virginia has come to depend on the NFPA
Standards-Making Process to provide the citizens’ of this State as well as the
visitors to West Virginia with the most fairly, equitably, and professionally
developed safety standards available anywhere in the World.

Over two years ago NFPA embarked on a journey to develop a Building Code
that would meet these same standards of excellence and that would be
developed using the same "true-consensus’, ANS| approved process NFPA is
Internationally acclaimed for. This document, along with a Plumbing and
Mechanical Code developed by IAPMO, and an Energy Code developed by
ASHRAE, will round out NFPA's Consensus Codes Set for the Built Environment.

This process is all but completed. Our proposed document is in final draft form
and will be voted on by our membership in less than one week during NFPA's
Annual Meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

This document, if approved, will be submitted to the NFPA Standards Council in
July and should be available in August.

The issue before you today is whether to adopt various elements of the
International Building Code (IBC) in place of the current BOCA and CABO codes
adopted within West Virginia.
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Regarding Proposed Revisions to the Building Code
May 17, 2002

| am here today to place two requests before this Commission. First, |
respectfully ask that you table any consideration of revising the West Virginia
State Building Code for a six-month period. And secondly, during that period, you
compare the International Building Code with the completed NFPA Building Code
to determine which of these documents is best suited for use in West Virginia.

| believe there is ample justification for the Commission to take this course of
action.

- The proposed International Building Code is NOT just simply an update of the
BOCA code but rather a NEW Building Code, utilizing provisions from the
Uniform Building Code, used extensively west of the Mississippi; the Standard
Code, utilized primarily in the Southeast, as well as some portions of the
Southwest; in addition to BOCA. A delay in adopting this document would give
the Commission the time and opportunity to review this NEW Code and
determine the impact provisions of codes from other areas of the country will
have on West Virginia.

NFPA's Staff includes a Registered Architect on Staff that previously worked for
BOCA and a Professional Engineer who worked for the International Codes
Council (ICC), the publishers of the IBC, during the development of that code.
We would be most happy to assist the Commission in a study and review of the
more significant changes and the impact these changes may have in West
Virginia.

- The current International Building Code is the 2000 edition, a document that will
be almost three years old before the WV Rule-making process is completed.
Any delay brought about by a six-month study will be negligible from a technical
standpoint. [n fact a delay might have many positive benefits since the NFPA
document is brand-new, containing up to date and state-of-the-art provisions.

- The NFPA Building Code relies extensively on the provisions of the Life Safety
Code as an integral part of the new NFPA Building Code. The Life Safety Code
has been adopted in the State of West Virginia for decades and hundreds, if not
thousands, of buildings and occupancies have been designed to meet the
provisions found therein. Currently, the Commission has adopted the 2000
edition of this standard. NFPA, in cooperation with the State Fire Marshal's
Office has just concluded a three-day seminar on the 2000 edition of the Life
Safety Code, in Huntington, WV. Over eighty (80) code enforcers were in
attendance. Additionally, two years ago, NFPA, along with the West Virginia
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West Virginia Fire Commission Testimony
Regarding Proposed Revisions to the Building Code
May 17, 2002

State Fire Marshals Office co-sponsored a three-day seminar on the '97 edition
of this document. This training was held in Charleston and was attended by
approximately one hundred (100) Code Enforcers.

It should be noted that even though the International Building Code makes
extensive use of NFPA Codes and Standards, NFPA 101, the Life Safety Code,
is not among them.

« It would seem to me that adopting a building code that excludes the Life Safety
Code is doing a severe disservice to the State of West Virginia. The vast
majority of the codes enforcers are trained to that document and it has been in
use for many years in this state. Certainly, there is a familiarity with this
document, not only by code officials, but also the end users.

At the least, a change this significant, should be thoroughly reviewed to
determine what conflicts will result between Building Code and Fire Code
enforcement and what fiscal impact the cost of retrain both the codes enforcers
and the end-users to a totally different document will have on the taxpayers of
West Virginia.

* NFPA's new Building Code contains specific Fire Safety Goais as follows:

“To provide an environment for the occupants inside or near a building
that is reasonably safe from fire and similar emergencies.”

and;

“To provide reasonable safety for fire fighters and emergency responders
during search and rescue operations.”

To my knowledge no other current or former building code has made fire fighter
and emergency worker safety a stated goal of their document. The 2000
International Building Code DOES NOT contain this provision.

This issue alone should provide sufficient justification for the Commission to table
action on adoption of the IBC until a review is made between the two documents
to determine which will provide a higher degree of safety, not only for the citizens
of West Virginia but also the emergency workers who will have to enter these
buildings after the occupants have exited.
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Regarding Proposed Revisions to the Building Code
May 17, 2002

| believe | have placed ample testimony before the Commission to demonstrate it
is in the best interests of the Citizens of West Virginia for the Commission to
proceed slowly on this issue and make a determination as to which building code
is better suited for use in this State, prior to adopting any new Building Code.
The National Fire Protection Association is not here today asking you to adopt
the NFPA Building Code. We are here today, asking that you table or reject the
proposal before you until you have had the opportunity to review, compare, and
evaluate both the International Building Code and NFPA's Building Code to
determine which document is best suited for use in West Virginia.

We at NFPA stand ready to assist you in any way possible in this endeavor.
Included, and submitted as a part of my written testimony, is a finai draft capy of
NFPA 5000, Building Code. Additionally, under separate cover, each of you

should have received a copy of this document within the last week.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety
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Bob Wise, Govermnor

Joseph J. Bostar, il Joe Martin,, Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2" Floor Phone: {(304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 = Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Terry L. Hough, P.E.

Public Works Directory/City Engineer
City of Morgan

389 Spruce Strest

Mecrgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear Mr. Hough,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 18C and
1RC cedes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the acoption of these codes
with several medifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building cede, as madified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Ruie Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Smce ely Yours

Q i/
Fran uﬁey FAIA

Cha(rman of the State Building
Code Committee

Gl kb
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A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE: 2000
INTERNATIONAL CODES AS THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE BUILDING CODE.

WILLREAS, the stute of Weyt Virginia has mandated in West Virginia Code section
8-12-13 thal any municipal sutdivision of the state that adopts a building
code that the code adopted shall be the State Building Code; and

WHEREAS, the current State Building Code is the 1996 Ldition of the BOCA

Code; the 1996 International Mechanica] Code; the 1996 Gdition of the
BOCA Naticnal Property Maintenance Code; the 1993 BOCA National
Energy Code: and the 1995 CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code;

WHEREAS, the City of Morgantown has been operating under the current State
Building Code since July 17, 1990: and

WIIEREAS, the City of Morgantown is an active member of the West Virginia Code
Officials Association: asd

WHEREAS, the City of Morgantown and the West Virginia Code Officials
Association hyve spent thousands of dollars of tux payer manies to
purchasc copies of the vanous 2000 ICC Codes and train officials agross
the state in the administration of those codes; and

WHERLAS, Building Departments of municipal subdivisions across the state of West
Virginia are now evaluated and graded by [SO, like fire depurtments, in
order © give credits for insurance based Upon construction in accordance
with current edition model codes,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE [T RESOLVED this day of . 2002,
that the City of Morgantown hereby resolves to give their (ull support of the West
Virginia Code Officials Association and the West Virginia State Fire Commiission in
their united elfort to adopt the 2000 International Code and supplements as Drescated as
the next Srate Building Code fur West Virginia.

M a};o r

City Clerk




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govermnor

Joseph J. Bostar, lil Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2" Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Sean G. Simon, AlA
Architect

306 Beauty Street

Spencer, West Virginia 25276

Oear Mr. Simon

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC ccdes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several mocifications to the proposed rules that were aoproved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an "agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subseqguent action,

Sincegely Yours,

L

T f
Francis A! Guffey, Il, FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGH,kb




SEAN G. SIMON, A.LA.
ARCHITECT

4.16.02

Attn: State Building Code

West Virginia Statc Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2* Floor
Charleston, WV 23301

Re: Proposed Adoption of the Internationz] Building Codes

[ elieve West Virginia needs to accept the current [mematlonal Building Codes. The NFPA
code group is not willing to work with the rest of the world and seems to be more concerned
about selling copies of codes than working with people. The International Codes are a complete
set and are a step towards onc code for all of the United States,

It you have any questions or [ can be of further assistance. please call.

Thank vou.

/N(-\

Sean G. Simon. AIA
Architecr

306 BEAUTY STREET, SPENCER, WV 25276
PHONE 1.304.927.6900 « FAX 1.304.927.2499




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secrelary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-21%1
Chuck Runyon Charlestan, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Eugene Raymond, Code Enforcement Officer
City of Morgantown

389 Spruce Street

Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Cear Mr. Raymond,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1 8C and 1
RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimausly to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
censideration and subsequent approvai as an "agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours,
f ;

/}‘; /f /L

A rj//

}m\:’sA Glitey T FAIA

Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGllL ko




Che Uity of Morgantown

38% SPAUCE STREET
MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 26505

(304} 2847301
CODE ENFORCEMENT
SUILDING AND HCOUSING
INSPECTION DERPARTMENT
May 6, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

RE:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Haonorable Commission:

My name is Eugene Raymond. | am an employee of the City of Morgantown located in Monongalia County,
West Virginta, | have been in my current position for S years. | am certified as

n_ A Ceat §a0,e meeT  ofV e and have been in the code
enforcement business for S -7 years. | am also a member of the West Virginia Cade QOfficials Assaociaticn
and have received numerous hours of training regarding the code now befora you for consideration and
adoption.

Though I'm not here to speak before you, | wish for my voica to be heard in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and
suppiements as amended and presented for adoption by the West Vvirginia Code Officials Association to the
West Virginia State Fire Commission. My emplcyer has spent hundrads or perhaps even thousands of doilars
of tax money over the |ast coupie of years to purchase and to train me in the interpretation and administration
cf these codes.

The BOCA Naticnal Euilding Code and suppfements, which make up the current State Building Code were zll
adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the contracters in our area. We believe that the
conversion now to the ICC Codes is a legical step to take since BOCA is one of the three mode! code groups.
which make up the International Codes Council. | do not support the effort by some to adcpt the NFPA 5000
Building Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in many special
applications and precessas, they are considered to be an infant among groups like BOCA that have been
around for decades.

I respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legisiative rule the 2000 International Building Code
and supplements as amended and Fresented by the West Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as
the next Stats Building Code for West Virginia.

Thank you for this opportunity.

Respectfuily,

Eugene Raymond C“Vb/‘rv""- 2
Code Enforcement Officer

City of Morgantown




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governar

Juseph J. Bostar, 1 Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
8ill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyan Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Michael Stone, Code Enforcement Officer
City of Morgantown L
389 Spruce Street :
Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear Mr. Stone,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1 BC and 1
RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to preceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented o the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approvai as an "agency approved rufe”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legisiative Rule Making Review Commitiee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Ycurs,

‘7,
NS
._—".L \./‘ ‘f’ ;/J | (
\K’/." M [ .
Frantis »’11 uffeyf I, FAIA

Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGILkb




@he ity of Morgantoum

389 SPRUCE STREET
MCRGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 265C5

{304) 284-7a01
CODE ENFORCEMENT
BUILDING AND HQUSING
INSPECTICN DEPARTMENT
May 6, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

RE:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honerable Commission:

My name is Michae! Stone. | am an employee of the City of Morgantown located in Monongaiia County, West
Virginia. | have been in my curmrent positicn for_&  vears. | am certified as PUHT Darp and
VYA 1n5E T~ and have been in the code enforcement business for A2
years. | am also 2 member of the West Virginia Code Cfficiais Association and have recetved numerous hours
of training regarding the code now before you for consideration and adoption,

Though I'm net here to speak before you, ' wish fer my voice to be heard in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and
suppiements as amended and presented for adeption by the West Virginia Code QOfficials Association to the
West Virginia State Fire Commission. My employer has spent nundreds or perhaps even thcusands of doilars
of tax money over the last couple of years to purchase and to train me in the interpretation and adminisiraticn
of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make up the current State Building Ccde werz al!
adopted by our jurisdiction and have heen accepted by the contractors in our area. We believe that the
conversion now to the ICC Codes is a logical step to take since BOCA is one of the three medel code groups.
which make up the International Codes Council. | do not suppert the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Building Ccde as the next State Building Code. White the NFPA is a proven authority in many special
applications and processes, they are considered to be an infant amecng groups like BOCA that have been
arcund for decades.

| respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000 international Building Code
and supplements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as
the next State Building Code for West Virginia,

Thank you for this opportunity.

Respectfully,

Michael Stone

Chief Code Enforcement Officer
City of Morgantown
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govemor

Joseph J. Bostar, lli Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 ~ Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

William J. Teach, P.E.

County Engineer/Building Code Official
Berkeley County Engineering

119 West King Street

Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401

Dear Mr. Teach,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as medified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted ‘o the Legislative Ruie Méking Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action. .

Sincerely Yours,

Fra ncis A. %/&ﬁ

Chairman of'the State Building
Code Committee

Gl kb




BERKELEY COUNTY ENGINEERING
119 WEST KING STREET
MARTINSBURG, WV 25401
(304) 264-1966 OR (304) 264-2156

WIULLIAM J. TEACH. PE,,
COUNTY ENGINEER

NORMaA ). KUROSKI
ASSISTANT COUNTY ENGINEER

CRYSTAL A FEISER
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

May 16, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2nd Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

RE: Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honorable Commission:

Good morning, my name is William J. Teach, and [ am the County Engineer and Building Code Official for
Berkeley County. [ have been in that current position for 13 years. [ am a licensed professional engineer in the
State of West Virginia and many other states. | am also a member and officer of the West Virginia Code
Officials Association and have received numerous hours of training regarding the codes now before you for
consideration and adoption. As a matter of fact, some of my college design projects, more than 30 years ago, for
structures were based on some of the same data derived organizations that are now a part of the International
Code Council.

However, times have changed and so have construction methods and design. In order to keep current with
today’s technology, I am here today to speak in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and supplements as amended.
While [ am not totally in favor of making the supplements, [ am not so naive as to not know that there is a give
and take process in getting anything accomplished. Our County was the first in West Virginia to adopt the State
Building Code. The implementation was nearly flawless and without public outcries. The biggest reason was
education. The inspectors were educated in the Building Code and prior to implementing the Code we spent
months in the field educating the construction industry on code requirements. To shift to a new code which has
not even been officially published as of this date or to wait for it would be a disservice to the construction
industry and the consumer. We need to move forward now and come closer to today’s construction standards by
updating and adopting the codes now being considered.

In conclusion, I request that the Commission move forward with processing this legislative rule and revise the
State Building Code to update to the 2000 ICC Codes along with the requested changes to the proposal to correct
the typographical and minor errors contained in the original proposed legislative rule.

Respectfully, /
d.) X/‘% G Jo \549' o

William J. Tedch, P.E.
County Engineer/Buiiding Code Official
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BUNKER HILL, WEST VIRGINIA 25413

2 Regolution of Support For the Adoption of the
2000 International Codes as the
®est Pivginia State Building Code

WHEREAS, The state of West Virginia has mandated in West Virginia Code section 7-1-3n
that any county subdivision of the state that adopts a building code must adopt the
State Building Code; and,

WHEREAS, The current State Building Code is the 1996 Edition of the BOCA National
Buiding Code; the 1995 Edition of the International Plumbing Code; the 1996
International Mechanical Code; the 1996 Edition of the BOCA National Property
Maintenance Code; the 1993 BOCA National Energy Code; and the 1995 CABO
One and Two Family Dwelling Code; and,

WHEREAS, Berkeley County has been operating under the current State Building Code since
June 26, 1997, and,

WHEREAS, Berkeley County is an active member of the West Virginia Code Officials
Association; and,

WHEREAS, Berkeley County and the West Virginia Code Officials Association have spent
thousands of dollars of tax payer monies to purchase copies of the various 2000
ICC Codes and train code officials across the state in the administration of these
codes; and,

WHEREAS, Building Departments of municipal and county subdivisions across the state of
West Virginia are now evaluated and graded by IS0, like fire departments, in
order to give credits for insurance based upon construction in accordance with
current edition model codes; and,

1




Resolution of Support — 05:09/02 — Page 2

WHEREAS, The State Fire Commission, as charged by West Virginia code section 29-3-5b,
will hold a public hearing on May 17", 2002 at 10:00 AM in Conference Room L
of the Days Inn Conference Center in Flatwoods, WV for the purpose of taking
comments on the adoption of the 2000 International Codes as the next State
Building Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Berkeley County hereby resolves to give
their full support of the West Virginia Codes Officials Association and the West Virginia State
Fire Commission in their united effort to adopt the 2000 International Code and supplements as
presented; as the next State Building Code for West Virginia.

Passed this 9" day of May, 2002.

Attest:

Iy

W. Smalt, Jr. !
Robert L. Burkhart, Commissioner County Clerk

M Q(\(T\ T Date J-/£-0Z

Jphn E. anht Comrmss1 ner
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, 1ii Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Fioor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 " Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Jerald Whipkey, President,

The West Virginia Heating, Ventilating
Air Conditioning, and Electrical
Contractors Association

1104 Madison Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25302

Dear Mr. Whipkey,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the pubiic and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as madified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideraiion and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours,

W’Q-ﬂ

Francis A. Gl&ﬁ‘e L FALA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGil,kb







To The
West Virginia State Fire Commission

From
The West Virginia Heating, Ventilating
and Electrical

Air Conditioning,
Contractors Association

NT S

ON THE PROPOSED RULE
ADOPTING THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE - 2000
EDITION
AND -
AMENDMENTS TO
ARTICLE 87 - SERIES 4
§F 5

Jerald Whipkey, Prg:sident
WV &VACECA
o~
o




MEMORANDUM
The West Virginia State Fire Commission

West Virginia Heating, Ventilating, Air Conditioning and Electrical
Contractors Association

RE: Proposed Rule
DATE: May 17, 2002

Our Association, the West Virginia Heating, Ventilating, Air Conditioning and
Electrical Contractors Association is a non-profit corporation organized as a trade
association. We represent licensed contractors that are primarily engaged in the
business of heating, ventilating, and air conditioning, electrical contracting, plumbing
and related fields. Our members represent hundreds of employed individuals that work
for our businesses and that are engaged in the contracting industry as their primary
source of employment. Our members are located throughout the State of West Virginia
and are generally independent, family-owned, sole proprietorships or corporations.
Most of our member companies employ less than 50 people and are actively managed
by a West Virginia licensed residential contractor. In addition to our contractor
members are associated members including building supply companies, insurance
companies, architects and engineers, code officials, independent home inspectors, and
banks and lending institutions.

These comments are directed to the attention of the West Virginia Fire
Commission because of our support and concern of the proposed adoption of revisions
to the rules of the West Virginia State Fire Commission relative to the statewide building
codes.

Our organization was an advocate for the creation of the uniform statewide
building code several years ago when the enabling legislation was adopted by the West
Virginia legislature. Many of our members actively lobbied and testified as advocates
for the adoption of uniform codes. We fully understand, as building professionals, the
benefits of the codes to our customers, to our individual businesses, and to establishing
quality and fairness in the marketplace generally. Since the legislature adopted the
codes and they have been implemented by the West Virginia State Fire Commission,
West Virginia consumers have benefited.

No longer is “the way | wanted to do it standard applicable to construction in
West Virginia. It's no longer “the way we have always done it’ standard that must be




*met when working for the public. The new standard, since the adoption of the codes,
has been “we have got to do it according to the uniform building code as adopted under
West Virginia law by the West Virginia State Fire Commission”. These standards have
greatly improved the overall quality of the work in the marketplace. They have
increased home safety, and have generally contributed to better built structures by the
contractors in West Virginia.

As a logical progression, every few years the West Virginia State Fire
Commission is asked to update the codes to be in synchronization with the upgrading of
the national model codes. Again, our Association has uniformly supported each of
these updates and does, in this case, support the adoption of the International Building
Code —2000 Edition as proposed in the published rule.

The proposed upgrading of the codes will keep West Virginia in step with
neighboring states. This upgrade allows the use of new techniques in the building
industry. It allows for modern equipment upgrades and evolving thermal standards, as
well as, compliance with uniform training methods and standards anticipated by the
heating and coocling equipment manufacturers, duct design, air-flow standards, and heat
gain/heat loss standards for thermal performance on which heating and cooling
standards are uniformly based throughout the nation. West Virginia's future
homeowners and building owners will benefit from these improved standards that will
enable our industry to incorporate new, modern, fairly mandated energy standards into
the code requirements that the states requires.

We express extreme concern relative to the exceptions proposed in the
new rule. We believe that the West Virginia State Fire Commission erred in
considering the exceptions proposed by the new rule. These exceptions, if adopted,
would cause great confusion in the heating, cooling, and electrical contracting
businesses. The model codes not only adopt certain code requirements but also adopt
other standards, equipment and building components by reference. When the West
Virginia State Fire Commission grants wholesale exceptions to the building codes they
create circumstances where the codes are in conflict with the exceptions particularly as
they relate to adopted standards to be utilized by contractors. For example, new,
modern energy efficiencies are not necessarily in synchronization with the proposed
thermal standard exceptions being considered by the West Virginia State Fire
Commission. It is apparent that the drafter of the exceptions has little knowledge. of the
heating and cooling industry and other related trades and crafts that would have to
operate under the codes. When the model codes were drafted, experts from our
industry, as well as, building inspectors, architects, building material component
suppliers, and others participated in consensus code writing. When some construction
entities, deep in the hills of West Virginia, want to write an “exception” in the rules, then
that creates havoc, chaos, incompatibility, conflict and administrative and regulatory
nightmares for builders.




Since the heating, cooling and electrical contracting industry is highly technical
and for our products and materials to work safely, appropriately, and efficiently not
adhering to the uniform model codes and standards is a rigk.

We request action by the West Virginia State Fire Commission. We would
request that the West Virginia State Fire Commission first of all defer adoption and
action on the proposed rule and reconvene in the proper forum with appropriate experts
and knowledgeable individuals participating and reconsider its action by which the
proposai grants exceptions to the basic uniform codes. We would further urge that
those voices in the West Virginia building industry that wish to see changes in the
uniform building code participate in the consensus code writing process that is open and
available to all segments of the building industry rather than to seek use of the
troublesome, confusing, and substandard exceptions to the model codes.

As a trade association and as contractors actively engaged in the heating,
ventilating, air conditioning, electrical contracting and plumbing industries, we would be
happy to work closely on consensus with the West Virginia State Fire Commission to
achieve that goal. If the West Virginia State Fire Commission elects to submit the rule
to the West Virginia legislature in its present form, our organization and its members wil
be forced to oppose that portion of the rule that grants the troublesome exceptions and
urge the adoption of the model codes as drafted by the international building code
writing consensus bady in which we directly or indirectly participate.

We join with other trade associations and some building officials whose voices
rise in concert to voice general objections to the builder's exceptions. These exceptions
serve no purpose other than to be self-serving to the builders based on their perception
of others. They do not serve the home and building owners that must meet the
mortgage payments on those facilities and buildings cconstructed for them by
contractors.

On behalf of our members, we urge your revision of the propased rule,
incerely your

/

L)




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govermnor

Joseph J. Bostar, i Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary

Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION

Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Fioor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 -~ Fax: (304) 558-2537
v Secretary .

June 27, 2002

“Clifford A. Gillilan, President -
Home Builders Association of West Virginia
700 Virginia Street, W.
P.0O. Box 6250
Charteston, West Virginia 25362-0250

Dear Mr. Gillian,

Thank you for your interest and written cemment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimaously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were receiveg.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
cunsideration and subsequent approval as an "agency approved rule”.

This decument will then be submitted to the Legisiative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincegely Yours,
2 if
. °7)
Francxsﬁ% , FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGIl, kb
cc: Chris A. ltardi, Legislative Chairman
Joel Stout, Chairman Codes Committee
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'HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION .

OF WEST VIRGINIA

AMEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS

700 Virginia Street, W. » P.0O. Box 6250 « Charleston, W\ 23362-0250 » Phone: (304) 342-5176 * FAX: {304) 342-3177

Web Site: wwsv.hbawv.org E-Mail: bthomasson@hbawv.org

President
Clifford A. Gillilan

First Vice President
Lloyd W. Crook

Second Vice President
Sally J. Navarini

Third Vice President
Joel Stout

Associate Vice President
Gerald . Workman

“Secreta rv .
Debbie McGuire

Treasurer
John H. Farnsworth

Associate Treasurer
Robert W. Ritenour

Naticnal Representative
Toel Stout

National Director
Fred McDonald

Alternate National Director

Mike Baker

Asscciate Member Director

Carl York
Alternate Associate
Member Director

Tom Board

General Counsel

William F. Richmend, Jr.

May 15,2002
Mr. Chairman, Fire Marshal Lewis and members of the Fire Commission,

We appreciate the opportunity to be here today and speak to you in
support of the amendments to the State Building Code (87CSR4). We are
grateful for the past courtesies that have been shown to our Association in
allowing our input in the adoption of the new building codes and we
believe that the rules that the Fire Commission has filed will serve both
the consumer and contractor community in a manner that is efficient,
protective and fair and will meet both our goals, to- provide the best
product possible. L .

We have previously written you (March 13th) with one additional
amendment we would like to see made to the proposed rules (R403.1.7)
which addresses footings on or adjacent to slopes. As we stated in our
letter, the adoption of this section would have a detrimental effect on the
West Virginia home building industry in as much as our state’s
mountainous terrain would render many lots unbuildable. We believe that
this section of the code is unclear, unnecessary and urge its deletion from
the final rule.

We know that Mr. Bob Cannon (WV Code Official’s Association)
has some suggested amendments (including the one mentioned in the
foregoing paragraph). We concur with the suggestions brought forth by
Mr. Cannon.

We want to again reiterate our desire to work with you, the Fire
Marshal and members of the Commission throughthe legisjative process

for the adoption of these Rules and Regulations. ”71/

Tpel Stout, Chairman
odes Committee

Clifford,

Chris A. Tlardi Legislative Chairman

A Buiiding Force,




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, lll Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: {304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Bonita Forbes, Code Enforcement Officer
City of Morgantown t
389 Spruce Street

Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear Ms. Forbes,

Thark you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1 BC and 1
RC codes.

The State Fire Commissicn has voted unanimously to proceed with the adeption of these codes
with several mocifications to the proposed rules that were approved afier the public and written
cemments were received.

The State Building cede, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an "agency approved rule”.

This decument will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yaurs,
.r'/_' !

AAN 1 L
1/ s
SANK A G{Jﬁ;r;,fmlﬁ\
Chairman of the State Buiiding
Coce Committee

FGILkb




Che Wity of Morgantown

389 SPRUCE SYREET
MCRGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 28505

{3C4) 28+.7401
COCE SNFORCEMENT
BUILZING AND HOUSING
INSPECTION DEPARTUENT
May 6, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Heanng Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Chadeston, WV 25301

RE:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes

Honorable Commission:

My name is Bonita Forbes, 1am an emplaoyee of the City of Morgantown located in Manongalia County, Wes:
Virginia. | have been in my current position for _& _ vears. | am certified as a Property /Maintenance

and Housing Inspectrr and have been in the code enforcement business for 8
years. | am als3 a member of the Waest Virginia Code Officials Association and have received numerous hours
cf training regarding the code now befora you for consideration and adoption.

Though I'm not here t¢ speak befora you, | wish for my voice to be heard in favaor of the 2000 ICC Codes anc
supplements as amended and prasentad for adoption by the Waest Virginia Code Qfficials Association to the
West Virginia State Fire Commission. My employer has spent hundreds or perhaps even thousands of dollars

of tax money over tne last couple of years to purchase and ta train me in the interpretation and administratior
of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make up the current State Building Code were all
adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the contractors in our area. We believe that the
conversion new to the ICC Codes is a logical step to take since BOCA is ane of the three model code groups.
which make up the International Codes Councii. | do not support the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Building Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in many special

applications and processes, they are considered to be an infant among groups like BOCA that have been
arcund for decades. ‘

frespectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000 International Building Cede

and supplements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as
the next State Building Code for West Virginia.

Thank you for this opportunity,

Respectfuily,

Bonita Forbes

Code Enforcement Cfficer
City of Morgantown




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Gavernor

Joseph J. Bostar, lil Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyen Charleston, WV 25301 - Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

George Fanck, Code Enforcement Officer
City of Morgantown

389 Spruce Street

Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear Mr. Fanok,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
TRC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adcption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Buiiding code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an ‘agency approved ruie”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legisiative Ruie Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action,

Sincerely Yours,

/‘3. I {
i,/\u_ U’/ ;' }
Francis A. GUffay, 'Eaia

Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGIl kb




Ghe City of Morgantowon

389 SPRUCE STREET
MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 28505

{I4) 284701
CCODE ENFORCEMENT
BUILDING AND HCUSING
INSPECTION DEPARTMENT
May 6, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

RE: Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honorable Commission:

My name is George Fanok. | am an employee of the City of Morgantown located in Moncngalia County, West
Virginia. | have been in my current position for __ & vyears. | am cedified as HAoc 2 ¥C 7 ko Flecty«
Irnc) Cocde @ & Lorcem ant OFF co-and have been in the code enforcement business for _J &/
years. | am also a member of the West Virginia Code Officials Asscciation and have received numerous hours
of training regarding the code now before you far consideration and adopticon.

Though I'm nct here to speak befare you, | wish for my voice to be heard in favor of the 2000 ICC Cedes anc
supolements as amendad and presented for adoption by the \West Virginia Ccde Cfficials Associaticn to the
West Virginia State Fire Commission. My employer has spent hundrads or perhaps even thousands of dollars
of tax money over the last couple of years to purchase and to train me in the interpretation and administration
of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements. which make up the current State Building Cede were a
adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the coniractors in cur arsa. We believe that the
conversion now to the ICC Codes is a legical step to take sincz BOCA is one of the three model cade groups,
which make up ths international Cedes Council. | do not suppert the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Building Ccde as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in many special
applications and processes, they are considered to be an infant among groups like BOCA that have been
around for decades.

| respectiully requast and urge this commission to file as a legisiative rule the 2000 Internaticnal Building Code
and supplements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Cfficials Association for adoption as
the next State Building Code for West Virginia.

Thank you for this opportunity.

Respectfully, %W g‘é \/ﬂfvvcbg/

George Fanok
Code Enforcement Officer
City of Morgantown




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govermnor

Joseph J. Bostar, III Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 "~ Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Stephen J. Parsons, DPW

Village of Barboursville

721 Central Avenue

P.O. Box 266

Barboursville, West Virginia 25504-0266

Cear Mr. Parsans,

Thank you for your interest and written comment cencerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an "agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action,

Sincerely Yours,

Francis A. Gtffey, 1, FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGll,kb







Village of Barboursville

721 Central Avenue * P O. Box 266 * Barboursville, West Virginia 25504-0266
304-736-8995 * Fax 304-736-7850

Stephen J. Parsons
Director of Public Works
Building Code Official

May 7, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

RE: Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honorable Commission:

Good morning, my name is Steve Parsons. I am an employee of the Village of
Barboursville, located in Barboursville, West Virginia. I have been in my current position
for 21 years. I am certified as 2 BOCA Building Code Official and [ have been in the code
enforcement business 21 vears. [ am also a member of the West Virginia Code Officials
Association and have received numerous hours of training regarding the codes now before
vou tor consideration and adoption.

I am here today to speak in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and supplements as amended and
presented for adoption by the West Virginia Code Officials Association to the West
Virginia State Fire Commission. My employer has spent hundreds perhaps even thousands
of dollars of tax money over the last couple of years to purchase and to train me in the
interpretation and administration of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Cede and supplements, which make up the current State
Building Code were all adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the
contractors in our area. We believe that the conversion now to the ICC Cedes is a logical
step to take since BOCA is one of the three model code groups, which make up the
International Codes Council. T do not support the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 3000
Building Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in
many special applications and processes, they are considered to be an infant ameng groups
like BOCA that have been around for decades.

I respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000

International Building Code and supplements as amended and presented by the West
Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as the next State Building Code for West

Virginia.
Thank you for this opportunity.

Respecttully,

S ) D

Stephen J. Parsons, DPW
“Best Little Village In The State”




A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE 2000
INTERNATIONAL CODES AS THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE
BUILDING CODE

WHEREAS, the state of West Virginia has mandated in West
Virginia Code section 8-12-13 that any municipal subdivision of the state that
adopts a building code that the code adopted shall be the State Building Code;
and,

WHEREAS, the current State Building Code is the 1996 Edition of
BOCA National Building Code; the 1995 Edition of the International
Plumbing Code; the 1996 Mechanical Code; the 1996 Edition of the BOCA
National Property Maintenance Code: the 1993 BOCA National Energy Code;
and the 1995 CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code; and,

WHEREAS. the City of Barboursville has been operating under the
current State Building Code since April 10, 1989; and,

WHEREAS, the Citv of Barboursville is an active member of the
West Virginia Code Officials Association; and.

WHEREAS, the City of Barboursvilie and the West Virginia Code
Officials Association have spent thousands of doliars of tax payer monies to
purchase copies of the various 2000 ICC Codes and train code officials across
the state in the administration of these codes; and,

WHEDT AS BRailding Nanartmente af minicinal suhdivisions across
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govermor

Joseph J. Bostar, i Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 ~ Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary :

June 27, 2002

Michael A. Zambito, Secretary-Treasure
PFFRWYV

250 Springdale Avenue

Wheeling, West Virginia 26003

Cear Mr. Zambito,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimaously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the propased rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were raceived.

The State Building code, as mcdified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legisiative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Since/r,ely Yours}/ .

WAy

Francis A. Guffey, If, FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGil,kb




Professional Fire Fighters

of West Virginia
EN RECD MAY 18 2002

14 May

Sterling Lewis, Jr.
West Virginia State Fire Marshal

1207 Quarrier St. (2™ floor)
Charleston, WV 25310

Dear Marshal Lewis,

The Professional Fire Fighters of West Virginia recommend that the West Virginia State
Fire Marshal’s office consider reviewing the International Uniformed Building Code.

The PFFWV also would like your office to consider the National Fire Protection
Association 3000 Building Code. It is of the up most importance that the West Virginia

State Fire Commission retains its ability to propose changes and provide input in the code

formulation process.

Thank you for your consideration in the matter.

o=

Sincerely, s
N == §

. f .=
Michael A, Zambito ;E I
Secretary-Treasurer I
PFFWV SN
=

=)

o

@

N

250 Springdale Avenue ¢ Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
B 304.242.1845  fah 3042425243 F pfwv@aol.com

Uodigd P
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Affiliated with International Association of Fire Fighters AFL-CIO, GLC « West Virginia Labor Federation AFL-CIO
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of West Virginia
.

14 May

Sterling Lewis, Jr.

West Virginia State Fire Marshal
1207 Quarrier St. (2™ floor)
Charleston, WV 25310

Dear Marshal Lewis,

The Professional Fire Fighters of West Virginia recommend that the West Virginia State
Fire Marshal's office consider reviewing the International Uniformed Building Code.

The PFFWYV also would like your office to consider the National Fire Protection
Association 5000 Building Code. It is of the up most imporiance that the West Virginia
State Fire Commission retains its ability to propose changes and provide input in the code

formulation process.

Thank you for your consideration in the matter.

Sincerely.

Secretary-Treasurer
PEEFWYV

HOIVHISEUIOY 1510 21va e

250 Springdale Avenue » Whecling, West Yirginia 26003
T 104.242.1845  mk 304.242.5243 P pffwv@aol.com

Affifated with Intsrmational Assceation of Fira Fignters AFL-CIC, CLC « Wast Virginia Labor Federation AFL-CIC
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govemnor

Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Randy Speilman

Director of Community Development
City of Bridgeport

156 Thompson Crive

Bridgeport, West Virginia 26330

Dear Mr. Speliman,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 18C and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several mocifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received,

The State Building cede, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Francis ANG ﬁeQFAIA
Chairman of the State Building

Code Commitiee
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Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ floor
Charleston, WV 25301

Re:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honorable Commission:

Good Morning, my name is Randy Spellman. ! am an employee of the City of
Bridgeport located in Bridgeport, WV. [ have been in my current position for 15 years. |
am certified as Zoning Inspector, Building Inspector, 1 & 2 Family Dwelling
Combination Inspector, 1 & 2 Family Dwelling Building Inspector, 1 & 2 Family
Dwelling Electrical Inspector, Property Maintenance and Housing Inspector, 1 & 2
Family Dwelling Mechanical Inspector, 1 & 2 Family Dwelling Plumbing Inspector,
Accessibility Inspector/Plans Examiner and have been in the code enforcement business
for 15 years. [ am also a member of the West Virginia Code Officials Association and
have received numerous hours of training regarding the codes now before you for
consideration and adoption.

I am here today to speak in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and supplements as amended
and presented for adoption by the West Virginia Code Officials Association to the West
Virginia State Fire Commission. My employer has spent hundreds or perhaps even
thousands of dollars of tax money over the last couple of years to purchase and to train
me in the interpretation and administration of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make up the current State
Building Code were all adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the
contractors in cur area. We believe that the conversion aow to the ICC Codes is a logical
step to take since BOCA is one of the three model code groups, which make up the
International Codes Council. I do not support the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Building Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in
many special applications and processes, they are considered to be an infant among
groups like BOCA that have been around for decades.

I respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000
International Building Code and supplements as amended and presented by the West
Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as the next State Building Code for
West Virginia. Thank you for this opportunity.

Respectfully,

Randy Spellman ;
Director of Community Development T
City of Bridgeport chaqiiag Z0:1i v Gi AvH 20w
156 Thompson Drive ——
Bridgeport, WV 26330 U=z
(304) 842-8218
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govermnor

Joseph J. Bostar, Ill Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 " Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Richard V. McElroy, MCO

Harrison County Planning Commission
301 West Main Street

Clarksburg, West Virginia 26301

Dear Mr. McElroy,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 18C and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received,

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours,

&)

Francis A{ Guffey, I, FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee
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To whom it may concern,

There are many compelling arguments for adoption of the International Building Code,
and they deserve to prevail. This will not happen, however, until such arguments are
presented in the proper forum. The recent attempt to adopt the IBC via the emergency
rules procedure failed for obvious reasons. The Fire Commission minutes have reflected
no discussion of the actual provisions of the ICC codes. Except for a few questionable
changes to the residential code submitted in writing by the Homebuilders Association', it
appears that no consideration whatsoever has been given to the content of these codes.
Modifications and deletions have been proposed based on what organization published a
particular code rather than what is contained between its covers®.

While the State Fire Commission is responsible for promulgating the building code rules,
it would be unreasonable to expect its members to become building code experts, which
requires years of study and experience. Instead. they must rely on the advice of those who
are presumably proficient in these matters, such as the West Virginia Code Officials
Association. The WVCOA, however, has apparently presented no meaningful
information upon which the fire commission may act.

An estabiished professional association has some degree of credibility and influence
simply by virtue of its existence. With that influence also comes responsibility. If an
association fails to effectively participate in important issues relevant to the profession, it
becomes an obstacle rather than a tool, occupying the space where a progressive
association should be. I would urge the WVCOA, and other construction-related
professional associations to assume a more active role in the code adoption process. The
quality of our state building regulations will depend on participation by such associations
as well as input from skilled individuals,

Now 1s the time for conscientious professionals to step forward and be heard. The
opportunity will come during the public comment period on the building code rules. I am
confident that all the problems we have struggled with for years can be solved if we make
a concerted effort, and we will then have building regulations that make sense. Join up.

Richard V. McElroy, MCO
304-366-5713(h)
e-mail: Straycrab@aol.com

! Examples are elimination of the requirements for a) emergency means of egress from basements having
habitable spaces, and b) light switches at the top and bottom of stairs.

* Examples are deletion of references to a} the ICC International Fire Code and b) the ICC Intemational
Electrical Code, Administrative Provisions.




To: WV State Fire Commission

From: Richard V. McElroy, MCO

Subject: WV State Building Code

Date: 17 May 2002 page 1 of 7

What was not considered during promulgation of the
rules (Title 87, Series 4):

Appeals Board: The current State Building Code establishes stringent
qualifications for appeals board members. The 1996 BOCA National Building
code, Section 121.2.1 reads "The board of appeals shall consist of five
individuals, one from each of the following professions or disciplines.

1) Registered design professional who is a registered architect; or a
builder or superintendent of building construction with at least ten
years experience, five of which shall have been in responsible charge
of work.

2) Registered design professional with structural engineering or

architectural experience.

3) Registered design professional with mechanical or plumbing
engineering experience; or a mechanical or plumbing contractor with
at least ten years experience, five of which shall have been in
responsible charge of work.

4) Registered design professional with electrical engineering experience,
or an electrical contractor with at least ten years experience, five of
which shall have been in responsible charge of work.

5) Registered design professional with fire protection engineering
experience; or a fire protection contractor with at least ten years
experience, five of which shall have been in responsible charge of
work."

Note: A board with tha ?mliﬁ:caziom lsted above i3 also @ valuable

Lnfof.ma.tion uscumﬁ'r: the code oﬁ’fcia.[.

Section 112.3 of the 2000 International Building Code states "The board of
appeals shall consist of members who are qualified by experience and training
to pass on matters pertaining to building construction and are not employees
of the jurisdiction". This ambiguous wording is a major step backward. The
number of board members is not set, nor are there any specific qualifications.
The board of appeals could consist of any number of political appointees,
none of whom really have any understanding of the construction codes. The
vague wording "qualified by experience and training" may be used to justify
the appointment of individuals ranging from real estate and insurance agents
to hardware dealers. Appendix B of the International Building Code sets the
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same qualifications for appeals board members as the BOCA Code but, as
stated in Section 101.2.1, the provisions in the appendices do not apply unless
specifically adopted. The board of appeals deals with complex technical
issues, and a qualified board is needed to protect the public. It is therefore
necessary to set the number of members and specifically adopt Appendix B of
the 2000 International Building code. Also, Section R112.3 of the 2000
International Residential Code should be amended to read: "The board of
appeals shall consist of five members having the qualifications set forth in
Appendix B of the 2000 International Building code”.

Enforcement mandate: The Intemational Building Code uses the phrase
"is authorized to" rather than "shail" in several administrative provisions.

- Given this wording, a code official will be authorized but not required to:

a) enforce the provisions of the code;

b) serve a notice of violation;

¢) issue a stop work order;

d) prosecute violations.

A code official should not have such latitude when it comes to enforcement,
When an enforcement situation becomes political, or winds up in court, it is
much easier to justify enforcement action that is mandated by the code, rather
than simply permitted. If a code official is "authorized", but not required, to
take enforcement measures, that code official will be expected to exercise
such discretion when dealing with certain people. This is discriminatory and
soon compromises the code official's credibility. I strongly recommend
amending the language in Sections 104.1, 113.2, 1133, and 114.1 of' the
International Building Code by deleting "is authorized tc" and (nserting
"shall". The administrative sections of the codes direct the actions of the code
official and are binding. I believe any code official who intends to actuaily do
the job would prefer a clear directive.

Further, Sections 113.4 and 114.3 of the 2000 International Building Code
state that violations of the code and unlawful continuance "shall be subject to
penalties as prescribed by law". Many jurisdictions will not understand that it
Is necessary to pass an ordinance prescribing penalties, or rely on a general
penalty provision in their city code (if it contains one) which is often
msufficient to deter violations of the building code. My experience with
municipal court judges and magistrates is that they rely on prescribed
penalties, as they should, in rendering decisions, To fix this, I suggest deleting
the wording in Sections 113 .4 and 114.3 of the 2000 International Building
Code and inserting the wording from the 1996 BOCA National Building
Code, Sections 1164 and 117.2 respectively.
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Appendices for both building and residential codes: in addition
to the aforementioned board of appeals qualifications, other important
information is contained in the appendices. Sections 101.2.1 of the
International Building Code, and R102.5 of the International Residential Code
state that the appendices do not apply unless specifically adopted. The
International Mechanical Code contains the same wording. Should the specific
adoption of this material be left to the local jurisdiction, or should the Fire
Commission sort this out in the rules? I recommend the following appendices
for consideration:

International Building Code
Appendix B, Board of Appeals
Appendix F, Rodent Proofing
Appendix G, Flood Resistant Construction
Appendix H, Signs
Appendix I, Patio Covers
Appendix J, Supplementary Accessibility Requirements for Qualified Historic
Buildings and Facilities

International Residential Code
Appendix A, Sizing and Capacities of Gas Piping
Appendix B, Sizing of Venting Systems Serving Appliances Equipped with
Draft Hoods, Category 1 Appliances, and Appliances Listed for
Use with Type B Vents
Appendix C, Exit Terminals of Mechanical Draft and Direct-Vent Venting
Systems
Appendix E, Manufactured Housing Used as Dwellings
Hote: JThe Mational flacteleal Coda pawmits the installation of electrical
satrice equipment ditactfyon a manufactuted home fitls mounted on a
permanant foundation. JAls appendix sats minlnum taguitemants fox a
peemanant foundatlon whizk excead those of the debulon afmeSoL
Betvica egulpmant mounted on manufactuved homaes siitlag on loosa laid
blocks I3 now a comman practles. U don't balleve thls I what the slecteical
code lntends. (This [ssua needs attention at the state level,
Appendix F, Radon Control Methods
Appendix G, Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs
ofota: Fhis s tha only section in the vasidential code that veguites tha
safaty bavelees necassaty to prarent small childeen from deowning ln
swimming pools.
Appendix H, Patio Covers
Appendix J, Existing Buildings and Structures
Appendix K, Sound Transmission
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International Mechanical Code 2000
Appendix A, Combustion Air Openings and Chimney Connector Pass-
Through

Effect of proposed deletions

Electrical code: Please refer to pages 1&2 of my letter of 14 February
2002 (which you will find in the information packet I have provided) for my
initial comments on the proposed deletion of references to the International
Electrical Code, Administrative Provisions. I would make only two additional
comments:

1) ICC has never intended or attempted to write an electrical code.

2) The administrative provisions for the electrical code, which has
erroneously been referred to as an electrical code by those who have not
read 1t, contains only two pages (copy attached) of electrical provisions,
the most significant of which states that electrical installations "shall be
designed and constructed in accordance with NFPA 70". The remainder o7
the two pages deals with incidental provisions not covered in NFPA 70.

International Fire Code (IFC): My concerns regarding the proposed
deletion of references to the 2000 International Fire code are found on page
one of my letter of 14 February 2002, copies of which were provided to the
Fire Marshal's office at that time. You will find a copy of that letter in the
packet | have provided. Examples of the effect of deleting references to the
International Fire Code are:

Smoke detectors in existing dwelling units:

Section 907.2.10.1.2 of the 2000 International Building Code provides
requirements for smoke detectors for new dwelling units or those undergoing
alterations. No mention is made of existing dwelling units. Section 102.6 of
the 2000 International Building code defers to the International Property
Maintenance Code or the 2000 International Fire Code for existing dwelling
units. Section 704 of the International Property Maintenance Code requires
single station smoke alarms in existing residential occupancies, but does not
specify the number and location, referring instead to the International Fire
code for that information. Section 907.3.1.5.1 of the International Fire Code
requires single-station smoke alarms in existing residential occupancies to be
installed in accordance with IFC Section 907.2.10, which gives the specific
installation requirements, and refers to NFPA 72 for additional information.
Without the International Fire Code wording, nothing in the building code
would regulate the installation of smoke detectors in existing dwelling units.
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Means of egress from upper stories of existing multifamily
residential occupancies (apartment buildings):

Section 1001.3 of the 2000 International Building Code requires that means of
egress be maintained in accordance with the International Fire Code. Section
102.6 of the International Building Code also defers to the property
maintenance and fire codes for requirements for existing buildings. The
International Property Maintenance Code is silent on the required number of
means of egress. The 2000 International Fire Code, Section 1010.1 requires
that means of egress in existing buildings comply with Sections 1003 through
1009 unless modified by Section 1010. Table 1005.2.2 requires a second exit
where the building exceeds two stories, has an exit access travel distance of
more than fifty feet, or has more than four dwelling units per floor. Without
the International Fire Code, the references in the building code would lead
nowhere and we would have no enforceable regulations requiring a second
means of egress in existing apartment buildings.

Other Hazards:

What about the fifty gallons of gasoline next to the gas water heaters in the
apartment house basement? Section 415.7.2 of the 2000 International Building
Code refers to the International Fire Code where the safety requirements are
provided in Section 3404.3.4.2 and Table 2703.1.1(1).

These are a few examples of the effect of deleting the International Fire Code.
There are many more. Additionally, there are S0 NFPA standards referenced
in the 2000 International Fire Code that are not directly referenced in the 2000
International Building code.

Specific sections of residential code:

Emergency egress from habitable spaces in basements:

The Homebuilder's Association has recommended an amendment to Section
R310.1 of the International Residential Code. The proposed amendment
would eliminate the requirement for a means of emergency escape and rescue
for habitable spaces (other than sleeping rooms) located in basements.
"Habitable space” is defined Section R202 as "A space in a building for living,
sleeping, eating or cooking. Bathrooms, toilet rooms, closets, halls, storage or
utility spaces and similar areas are not considered habitable spaces”. The
basement habitable spaces in question are typically living rooms, family
rooms, or game rooms in which the occupant family may have a New Years
Eve party or a big birthday bash for the kids. The need for an emergency
escape and rescue opening is apparent.




R. McElrov page 6 of 7

Light switches at top and bottom of stairs:

Amending the requirement of Section R303.4.1 of the 2000 International
Residential Code by deleting the requirement for light switches at both ends of
stair flights with fewer than six risers will result in numerous personal

injuries.

Footmg depth on hillsides:

It is my understanding that the Homebuilder's Association intends to propose
deletion of the hillside foundation requirements of Section R403.1.7 of the

2000 International Residential Code. These requirements are in the code for a
reason. The 1:3 ratio for a horizontal daylight dimension from a footing edge

on a slope is not a new concept. It is an empirical rule of thumb that provides
a reasonably predictable method for determining the depth of footings

necessary to provide structural stability on a slope.

What is the scientific basis for these proposed changes?

Members of the Homebuilders Association are in business to make money.
Their building costs are reflected in the selling price of their product. Items
such as emergency egress from a family room in the basement, or footings at a
greater depth to provide stability on a hiflside do not add "curb appeal” to a
new home. This cost could go into frills that help sell the home such as a
whirlpool tub or a nice entry door assembly. In the interest of public safety,
proposals from trade associations with a vested interest should be viewed with
skepticism.

Conflicts between the building and fire codes.

There are no conflicts between the State Building Code and the State Fire code.
Special requirements of the state fire code are in addition to, not instead of, the
requirements of the state building code. The source of the problem here is the
gross misconception that one or the other is to govern. Section 101.3 of the
International Building code states, "The purpose of this code is to establish the
minimum requirements to safeguard the public health, safety, and general
welfare--". The local building official should be aware of any additional
requirements of the State Fire Code and see to it that any required special
approval from the Fire Marshal is included with the construction documents that
accompany a permit application. This is required by Section 105.3.1 of the
[nternational Building Code which reads as follows: "The building official shall
examine or cause to be examined applications for permits and amendments
thereto within a reasonable time after filing. If the application or the construction
documents do not conform to the requirements of pertinent laws, the building
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official shall reject such application in writing, stating the reasons therefor. If the
building official is satisfied that the proposed work conforms to the requirements
of this code and laws and ordinances applicable thereto, the building official shall
issue a permit therefor as soon as practicable”. See page 2 of my letter of 14
February 2002 for additional comments on this subject. An opinion issued by the
WYV Attorney General on 28 November 2001 reinforces my contentions, since the
building code and fire code are authonzed by different statutes.

Example of additional requirements of State Fire Code:

Under the International Building Code (IBC), Section 310.1, a residential
care/assisted living facility with more than five but not more than sixteen
occupants is classified Use Group R-4. Per Table 503, a Type 5B building for a
Use Group R-4 may be two stories and 7000 sq. ft. without a sprinkler system if
housing not more than eight occupants (IBC 903.2.9). So a residential care facility
with eight occupants may be housed in an unprotected wood-frame building
without a sprinkler system.

However, the State Fire Code requires a sprinkler system for any such facility
housing more than three individuals.

Q: In this case, what is the effect of the combined requirements of the building
code and the fire code?

A: Installation of the sprinkler system required by the State Fire Code will allow
the building to be three stories (IBC 504.4) and 21000 sq. ft., and will permit up
to sixteen occupants. If a sprinkler system in accordance with NFPA 13 is
installed, the number of occupants can be increased above sixteen (I-1 Use) but
the height and area limits, including sprinkler increases, would be based on the

more restrictive tabular values for the I-1 occupancy (IBC, Table 503).
Q¢ should ba notad thnt, whare the staie &dlclug code Aas not bean daptuf, a stou'.ruéht systam would

ba vaquivad by the Htate Flee Coda but thate would be no height ox ataa {lmitations.




To whom it may concern,

There are many compelling arguments for adoption of the International Building Code,
and they deserve to prevail. This will not happen, however, until such arguments are
presented in the proper forum. The recent attempt to adopt the IBC via the emergency
rules procedure failed for obvious reasons. The Fire Commission minutes have reflected
no discussion of the actual provisions of the ICC codes. Except for a few guestionable
changes to the residential code submitted in writing by the Homebuilders Association', it
appears that no consideration whatsoever has been given to the content of these codes.
Modifications and deletions have been proposed based on what organization published a
particular code rather than what is contained between its covers®.

While the State Fire Commission is responsible for promulgating the building code rules,
it would be unreasonable to expect its members to become.building code experts, which
requires years of study and experience. Instead, they must rely on the advice of those who
are presumably proficient in these matters, such as the West Virginia Code Officials
Association. The WVCOA, however, has apparently presented no meaningful
information upan which the fire commission may act.

An established professional association has some degree of credibility and influence
simply by virtue of its existence. With that influence also comes responsibility. If an
association fails to effectively participate in important issues relevant to the profession, it
becomes an obstacle rather than a tool, occupying the space where a progressive
association should be. I would urge the WVCOA, and other construction-related
prefessional associations to assume a more active role in the code adoption process. The
quality of our state building regulations will depend on participation by such associations
as well as input from skilled individuals.

Now is the time for conscientious professionals to step forward and be heard. The
opportunity will come during the public comment period on the building code rules. I am
confident that all the problems we have struggied with for years can be solved if we make
a concerted effort, and we will then have building regulations that make sense. Join up.

KBekard V] /%fg‘c% MO

304-366-5713(h)
e-mail: Straycrab@aol.com

' Examples are elimination of the requirements for a) emergency means of egress from basements having
habitable spaces, and b) light switches at the top and bottom of stairs.

- Examples are deletion of references to a) the ICC International Fire Code and b) the ICC International
Electrical Code, Administrative Provisions.
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To whom it may concern, ,

Recently, the Fire Commission submitted rules for the State Building Code and

code official licensing to the Secretary of State. Both rules were rejected as not qualifying
under the cniteria for emergency rules. Fortunately, the Secretary of State is doing his job. 1
have been monitoring the progress of these rules in order that I might submit some written
comments at the proper time.

It should be apparent to anyone with a fundamental understanding of these issues that both
rules are flawed and should not be adopted in their present form by any procedure,
emergency or otherwise. I am thankful for the additional time to prepare my comments and
supporting documentation, which should prove to be extensive. There follows a brief
summary of my position on these two issues. Feedback is appreciated.

The State Building Code rules, if adopted as proposed, may leave substantial gaps in
the building code. A model building code is a concise, comprehensive document. Its
provisions are extensively cross-referenced and mutually dependent. Even the smallest
change may have unintended results if the cross-referencing is not followed through and
amended as necessary. The language in Section 4.1 of the proposed building code rules (Title
87, Series 4, State Fire Commission) would delete all references to the International Fire
Code and instead provide a broad reference to the NFPA standards. In the 2000 IBC
(International Building Code), there are eighty-one (81) such references to the IFC
(International Fire Code). To delete these references without damage, it will be necessary
to consider the following in the case of each reference:

1) Are there specific references to NFPA or other standards in the referenced sections of the
IFC that are not found in the IBC?

2) Are there specific requirements or restrictions contained in the referenced sections of the
IFC that are not found in either the IBC or the other referenced standards?

If the answer to either of these questions is yes, it must be determined whether the referenced
IFC language is necessary and, if so, similar language must be inserted into the rules (Title
87) to fiil the gap. Otherwise, we may have dozens of dead ends in the building code, leaving
each code official to decide what the requirements should be. The Fire Commission rules
would be a rather extensive document if all this supplemental language were inserted. If the
Fire Commission is concerned about the IFC possibly competing with the NFPA Fire
Prevention Code, this can be easily fixed with this wording: "The International fire code shall
be enforced only where specifically referenced in the building code and only to the extent of
each specific reference”. This language would achieve the intended results while leaving the
building code intact.

References to the ICC Electrical Code are also deleted in the proposed rules in favor of the
National Electrical Code (NFPA 70). If a book is to be judged by its cover, the entire cover
should first be read. The small volume in question (25 pages) is actually titled the "ICC
Electrical Code, Administrative Provisions” This is not an electrical code and does not
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compete with NFPA 70. The "Administrative Provisions" contains wording which governs
the submission of plans, issuance of permits, inspection of electrical work, and appeals
procedure; and which otherwise refers to the National Electrical Code. The National
Electrical Code (NFPA 70) is a technical standard and contains no such administrative
provisions. Administrative provisions for the electrical code are presently contained in
Chapter 27 of the 1996 BOCA National Building Code (WV State Building Code). Without
administrative provisions, we really wouldn't have an electrical code in effect, would we?

On the subject of " conflicts between the building code and fire code", there are none, nor
have there ever been. A conflict can only exist where one code requires something prohibited
by another, and this simply doesn't happen. The wording in the state building code rules
(Title 87, Section 3.1), "Whenever there is a conflict between the state fire code and the state
building code, the state fire code shall take precedence” has caused a great deal of confusion.
Some fire officials have interpreted this to mean that if something is not required by the fire
code, it cannot be required by the building code. WV State Code 29-3-5, paragraph (c), states
in part: "In interpretation and application, the state fire code shall be held to be the minimum
requirements for the safeguarding of life and property from the hazards of fire and
explosion", Notice the use of the word "minimum", not "maximum”. This permits the
application of more stringent code provisions where they apply.

West Virginia Code 29-3-5B, "State Building Code" (statutory law) reads in part, "Whenever
any other state law, county or municipal ordinance or regulation of any agency thereof ig
more stringent or imposes a higher standard than is required by the state building code, the
provisions of the state law, county or municipal ordinance or agency thereof governs---".

The Fire Commission rules for the State Building Code, promulgated under the authority of
the above statutory law, define the "State Building Code" as being inclusive of the rules
themselves. Section 3.3 states that if 2 conflict arises between the rules (Title 87) and the
statutory laws of the State, the WV Code takes precedence. S0 far, 50 good.

Nevertheless, in Section 3.1 of the building code rules (Title 87, Series 4) we find the
wording quoted above which gives priority to the fire code in all cases, whether more or less
stringent than the building code. This rule appears to exceed the statutory authority granted to
the Fire Commission under WV State Code 29-3-5B."

Regarding the inspector licensing and certification rule, I must say that a standard of some
sort is long overdue. The rule as proposed, however, will prove complicated, detrimental to
the professional development of serious code officials, and will uitimately diminish the
quality of service provided to the public. Many code officials do a fine job but have no
certifications. They should, of course, be permitted to remain on the job. As with many new
laws, some degree of "grandfathering" is appropriate, and an individual already on the job

' See also WV State Code, 29-3-5 "State Fire Code” for wording regarding more stringent requirements of other
laws and codes.
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deserves to be licensed. The problems arise when that license resembles authentic
professional certification.

Under the proposed rule, the Fire Commission would issue certificates that mimic the various
categories of the BOCA, ICC, and TAEI certification programs. This will tend to undermine
these programs by lessening the incentive to test and acquire real certifications. Does anyorne
actually believe that conferring certificates like the Wizard of Oz improves the professional
abilities and performance of the recipients? Such “certifications” will only serve to provide
gratuitous and misleading credentials for those who will not put forth the effort to pass
standard certification tests.

I suggest a state license that simply authorizes the individual to conduct administrative
activities under the code(s) in which he/she has met the minimum requirements (or
“grandfathered”). In other words, license the individual as 2 code administrator (or code
official). Examples would be: “Building Code Administrator, Plumbing Code Administrator,
Mechanical Code Administrator”. It would be meaningless for a license to specify different
levels of activity such as inspector, plans examiner, and code official if the minimum
qualifications are the same for all three.

The solution to these problems is to back up and start over. I fail to understand why our
building code must be a loose patchwork of incompatible rules. The International Building
Code is the product of a century of development by thousands of the world’s leading experts,
and its provisions should not be second-guessed by those who have not even read it. Qur goal
should be to have good codes and qualified people to enforce them. Knowledge is power and
right makes might. If knowledgeable individuals will get behind the effort, we can solve

these problems to the benefit of everyone involved. It’s the responsible thing to do.

Richard V. McElroy, MCO

14 February 2002
304-624-8750 (w)
304-366-5713 (h)

e-mail: rmcelroy@harrisoncountywv.com



The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 = Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Leff Moore, Executive Director
Waest Virginia Housing Association
205 First Avenue

Nitro, West Virginia 25143

Dear Mr. Moore

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to praceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Caommittee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Your :

Francis A. mffeyﬁ.{ FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee
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The West Virginia Manufactured Housing Association is a trade association that
represents manufacturers. retailers. installing contractors, lenders, suppliers and associated
business parties in the manufactured housing industry in West Virginia. Over 230 companies
make up our membership and thev are diversified in not only their business interests. but
geographically throughout the state. Some of our members are manufacturers, retailers, and
installing contractors who are located in other states but ship t0, or do work in West Virginia.

Our industry is required to build to various national and state codes under both federal
and West Virginia law. Manufactured homes are built to the HUD Code, Manufactured Home
Construction and Safety Standards act, USC. 5401 et seq.. Modular homes shipped to West
Virginia must be built to the code prescribed by the West Virginia State Fire Commission and
adopted as the state uniform building code for residential structures. Manufactured homes must
be installed in accordance with the directions of an architect or engineer that rely on uniform
statewide building codes adopted by the West Virginia State Fire Commission as authority and
guidance. Modular homes must be installed in accordance with the adopted codes of the West
Virginia State Fire Commission. Each of these codes adopts numerous other codes including fire
codes, electrical codes and construction standards by reference.

Our industry has reviewed the proposed rule changes published for comment by the West
Virgtnia State Fire Commission. Our industry submits the following comments to the West
Virginia State Fire Commission and urges their consideration of amendments to the published
rule based on the information provided through these comments:

# The West Virginia Manufactured Housing Association finds that these published rules
contemplate the adoption of the International Building Codes -2000 Edition and other various
categories for code implementation. We support the adoption of the uniform model codes as
proposed in the rule. The adoption of the model code will bring West Virginia into
compliance with building construction standards and requirements compatibie with most
states in the nation. Most importantly, the adoption of the model codes. as proposed. places
the building industry and the construction industry in West Virginia in a position to assure
homebuyers, building occupants, mortgage lenders, and future homebuyers that homes or
buildings constructed under the guidance of these international model codes meet consensus
standards arrived at nationally and internationally by the building industry, experts in
construction, material suppliers, architects, engineers, and code officials from jurisdictions
throughout America.

» The West Virginia Manufactured Housing Association objects to and strongly opposes the
exceptions, modifications, and changes to the model codes that are being proposed by the
West Virginia State Fire Commission. We believe that these exceptions result in a hodge-
podge of ill-conceived, improperly implemented, unsafe, dangerous and substandard building
techniques. If West Virginia adopts these substandard exceptions to the model codes, we
will be subjecting the future structures, particularly residential structures built or located in
this state, to a standard less than those standards imposed in neighboring states and in the
hundreds of jurisdictions that utilize the international building code as their uniform building
code.
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Homebuyers in West Virginia rely on the West Virginia State Fire Commission with the
adoption of model codes and the enforcement of these model standards at the local level to
insure that their investment and most prize possession, their home or their investment in real
property. is constructed in a safe. durable and complying fashion to assure the protection of
their life, safety and financial investment. To permit the modification in a wholesale fashion
of the uniform code in the manner proposed by the West Virginia State Fire Commission
would deny West Virginians the fair and equal protection of the codes as envisioned by the
legislature when the uniform code provisions were adopted asWest Virginia law.

To permit West Virginia builders to construct homes using exceptions authorized by rules of
the West Virginia State Fire Commission in a manner non-compliant and less stringent than
the uniform code, places factory-built and manufactured homebuyers at a disadvantage.
Factory-home builders are required by federal and most state laws to build their structures to
the international building code or to the HUD Code depending on the type of construction.
Most states require full compliance with the international building code with minor or little
exception. West Virginia, by nature of the proposed rule. would allow site-builders to build
in a substandard. non-code complying fashion in the state.

While the factoryv-built housing industrv could concelvably build to the lesser standard
contemplated by the rules. assembly line production, good construction techniques, and the
assurance of performance of the structure prohibits the manufacturer from changing his
production techniques and assembly to “cheapen the home™ for West Virginia consumers.
Changing of assembly line techniques and production methods to build a non-model code
complying home would actually cost more money than to build the home to the model code.
In addition, third party inspection agencies required by most states or the federal government
would prove more costly for the production builders in order for them to inspect differently
those homes that go to West Virginia that would permit a lesser standard.

In addition to the actual construction of factory built homes at the place of assembly,
hundreds of retailers, dealers, and installing contractors erect and install manufactured homes
and modular homes in West Virginia. In many cases, basements, foundations, footings,
support systems, site preparation, etc. are governed by the uniform model codes adopted by
the West Virginia State Fire Commission. These codes are typically utilized by reference
and direction of a registered architect or engineer.

The engineer that designs and constructs a factory-built home does so with the anticipation
that local or state governments will utilize a uniform national model code to assist in
governing the home’s installation. If West Virginia adopts a lesser standard that those
standards contemplated by the uniform model code and implements it by way of exceptions
to the model code, the actual structures on which these foundations are built are placed in
jeopardy relative to their safety and performance.

Code writing by exception is a poor way to govern the building industry. The international
residential code, along with other international model codes, are developed by consensus
with various industry code officials or state and local government officials and others like
component suppliers participating. It appears that some of West Virginia’s building industry
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has either elected not to participate in model code development or has failed to convince their
contemporaries in the code development forums of the correctness of their position. Now
these same special interests are attempting to cheapen, weaken, bastardize and deny West
Virginia homebuyers and building owners of the standards that were arrived at through
consensus of their contemporaries.

For the West Virginia State Fire Commission to propose and adopt broad, far-reaching
exceptions to numerous sections of the international model codes is a great disservice to the
fire safety. investment quality, durability and value of those structures that would be built to
the lesser standards being proposed.

The West Virginia building industy, tradesmen and licensed contractors of our state would be
presented with an administrative quandary and nightmare if the proposed codes were adopted
in the draft form. Virtually every segment of the homebuilding industry through national,
state and local trade associations educate, teach, and inform tradesmen about the model codes
and their requirements. Many reputable tradesmen engaged in a particular phase of the
construction industry must invest several dollars in codebooks, as well as, training and
knowledge to interpret the books every few years when the codes are modified. With the
adoption of a mode! code, the builder, tradesman. and/or contractor knows that he or she is
legally required to “build to the book™ Court cases, consumer disputes, quality issues and the
assurance of doing the job right is for the benefit of all parties when the uniform code is
adopted.

If the West Virginia State Fire Commission and ultimately the West Virginia legislature
permits gross modification of numerous ill-conceived exceptions to the modei code,
confusion and substandard construction will result. Mortgage lenders, federal mortgage
insurance entities like Fannie Mae, Gennie Mae, Freddie Mac, the Federal Home Loan Bank
Board, the West Virginia Housing development Fund and those that purchase mortgages on
residences and structures must note in their bond offerings that the West Virginia codes are
not to the same standards and not in full compliance with the construction standards
generally accepted by the International Building Code-2000 Edition.

The homebuyers in West Virginia will be caught unaware and unprotected with the
exceptions proposed. West Virginia homebuyers rely heavily on the builder’s statement that
“ built it according to the state code requirements”. Homebuyers rely on the West Virgima
State Fire Commission and ultimately the state legisiature to assure that those code
requirements meet the standards that are in the best interest of the consuming public or
property investor. Most homebuyers are unsophisticated as it relates model codes. By
implementing broad, far reaching exceptions, we believe that the home buying public is
assaulted, their investment cheapened and future viability in West Virginia's housing stock is
reduced and impaired.

Thousands of contractors in West Virginia’s neighboring states routinely do work as primary
contractors or subcontractors working on structures in West Virginia. For West Virgina to
abandon the uniform code and substitute in lieu thereof the uniform code with extensive
exceptions will place a great burden on thousands of licensees of the West Virginia
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Contractor’s Licensing Board that must spend a great deal of time and money learning how
to reduce the quality of their construction from the model codes required to the substandard
code provisions that are contemplated by the rule. Disputes between contractors and
subcontractors. code compliance issues relative to the exceptions and lawsuits by consumers
are all dangers that will be prevalent with the adoption of the exceptions to the code.

v

A review of the development history of the proposed rule does not demonstrate a process
wherein the West Virginia State Fire Commission made a proper analysis of each of the
proposed exceptions. W cannot determine by the record that a thorough analysis by the West
Virginia State Fire Commission was completed in order to justify the extreme position of
granting an exception to a model code. Although some advocates for the exceptions do not
like the way the model codes are written, that does not indicate that the codes should be
abandoned.

It would appear that some builders and members of the construction industry are more
concerned about “building it the way we have always done™ than to build according to
nationally and locally developed industry consensus-adopted model codes. This I don’t
want to do it” approach should not be adopted as a reason by the West Virginia State Fire
Commission to abandon the model codes and uniformly grant exceptions just in order to
satisfv some special interest groups or a particular builder or builders that find the model
code troubiesome.

When builders or building construction associations desire to see changes in the model
building code, they are urged to participate in the building code drafting process along with
contractors from throughout America. If they can convince building experts, including other
builders and stakeholders including local code officials, that a change in the model code is
indicated then such change(s) are routinely granted. It appears that at least a small segment of
the West Virginia building industry is attempting to “end run”™ around that process. The West
Virginia State Fire Commission and uitimately the West Virginia legislature should reject the
proposed rule in part.

PROPOSED ACTION:

We would urge that the West Virginia State Fire Commission modify its proposed rule
after consideration of public comment. We would urge that the rule be implemented initiating
the International Building Code -2000 Edition and adopting the same as proposed by the draft
rule as the uniform building code for the State of West Virginia.

We would urge that the exception to the building codes be deleted from the proposed rule
thus leaving the model codes in tact and adopted without exception. Such issues as the property
maintenance code could be considered as a local option as contemplated.

We commend the West Virginia State Fire Commission and other advocates that are
urging the adoption of the modern, up-to-date, revised International Building code-2000 Edition.
We believe that this is in the best interest of the citizens of West Virginia, the building industry,
our customers, real estate investors, and homeowners. We believe that the adoption of




exceptions to those standards is harmful to all of the aforementioned and serve no real sort of - - -

long-term benefit to the common safety, welfare and good of property owners in West Virginia.

Respectfully sybmitted,

Executive Director



The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 " Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

G. Darby Dean, Employee

City of Martinsburg

P.0O. Box 828

Martinsburg, West Virginia 25402

Dear Mr. Dean,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes,

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were receijved,

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an "agency approved rule”,

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subseguent action.

Sincerely Yours,

/! !
7 /M/ 7
Francis A. ﬁﬂ;aa@ﬁ, FAIA

Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee
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CITY OF MARTINSBURG

WEST VIRGINIA

232 NCRTH QUEEN STREET
PO BCX 328
MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 25402
{304) 26242131
Telecopier (304) 264-2136

May 13, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fie Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ floor
Charleston, WV 25301

RE: Adoption of the 2060 ICC Codes

Honorable Commission:

Good morning, my name is Darby Dean. 1 am an employee of the City of Martinsburg, West Virginia. | have been in
my current position for two and one half years. [ am certified as a Master Code Official. one of three in the state and
[ have been involved in code enforcement for seven and one half years. | am a member of the West Virginia Code
Officials Assoctation and serve on the board of directors of that organization, | have received numerous hours of
training on the code series now before you for consideration and adoption.

[ am here today to speak in favor of adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes and supplements as amended and presented for
adoption by the West Virginia Code Officials Association to the West Virginia State Fire Commission. The City of
Martinsburg has spent considerable time and several thousand dollars in purchasing and providing training in the
above referenced codes.

The City of Martinsburg is currently enforcing the State Building Code consisting of BOCA National Building Code
1996 and supplemental codes. At this time these codes have been in force for five years. The next logical step is
adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes as the West Virginia State Building Code. This will bring the State up to date
enforcing the most recent addition of the codes. It appears there has been an attempt by some parties to gain
adoption of NFPA 5000 as the State Building Code. Having reviewed a draft of this document [ do not feel it is
close to a finished form that would allow it to function as the State Building Code. [ would urge this commissicn to
move to adopt the [CC 2000 Codes at this time. Perhaps in the future and when in finished form NFPA 5000 may be
reviewed as a possible document for adoption as the State Building Code. For now it would seem prudent to go with
a document from a modef code organization that has been dealing with building codes for decades.

[ respectfuily request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000 International Building Code and
supplements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as the next
State Building Code for West Virginia. [ am including a resolution passed by the Martinsburg City Council urging
submission of the above referenced code series for adoption as the West Virginia State building Code.

Respectfully,

A. @g;b Dzon_

G. Darby

City of Martinsburg
P.O. Box 828
Martinsburg, WV 25402

304-264-2131




[NESULULTION 2002-07

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE 2000 =~ ¢
INTERNATIONAL CODES AS THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE BUILDING CODE

WHEREAS, the state of West Virginia has mandated in West Virginia Code section 8-
12-13 that any municipal subdivision of the state that adopts a building code that the code
adopted shall be the State Building Code; and,

WHEREAS, the current State Building Code is the 1996 Edition of the BOCA National
Building Code; the 1995 Edition of the International Plumbing Code; the 1996 International
Mechanical Code; the 1996 Edition of the BOCA National Property Maintenance Code; the 1993
BOCA National Energy Code; and the 1995 CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Martinsburg has been operating under the current State
Building Code since October 9, 1997; and,

WHEREFAS, the City of Martinsburg is an active member of the West Virginia Code
Officials Association; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Martinsburg and the West Virginia Code Officials Association
have spent thousands of dollars of tax payer monies to purchase copies of the various 2000 ICC
Codes and train code officials across the state in the administration of these codes; and,

WHEREAS, Building Departments of municipal subdivisions across the state of West
Virginia are now evaluated and graded by IS0, like fire departments, in order to give credits for
Insurance based upon construction in accordance with current edition mode] codes; and,

WHEREAS, the State Fire Commission as charged by West Virginia Code section 29-3-
5b, will hold a public hearing on May 17, 2002 at 10:00 a.m. in Conference Room L of the Days
Inn Conference Center in F latwoods, WV for the purpose of taking comments on the adoption of
the 2000 International Codes as the next State Building Code.

Passed this the gt day of May, 2002.

CITY OF MARTINSBURG

\%‘ Ay %Q‘f/

Georgeﬂaros, Mayor

Attest:

‘ A e
Sharon A. Flick, City Recorder




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Gavernor

Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2131
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 " Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary :

June 27, 2002

L.J. Timms, Jr., Mayor

City of Bridgeport

156 Thompson Drive
Bridgeport, West Virginia 26330

Dear Mr. Timms,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the agproval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to preceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approvai as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sinc$@1y Yaours,

e

T

Francis Al Suffey”ll, FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGil.kb




City of
BRIDGEPORT

L.J. TIMMS, Jr.
Muayor

156 Thompson Drive
BRIDGEPORT. WEST VIRGINIA 26330

May 13, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quartier Street, 2™ figor
Charleston, WV 25301

Re: Adoption of the 2000 I1CC Codes
Honorable Commission:

Good Moming, my name is L J. Timms, Jr. I am Mayor of the City of Bridgeport
located in Bridgeport, WV. Two of our city employees have been code enforcement
officers for 135 years & 8 years respectively. They are members of the West Virginia
Code Officials Association and have received numerous hours of training regarding the
codes now before you for consideration and adoption.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make up the current State
Building Code were all adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the
contractors in our area. We believe that the conversion now to the ICC Codes is a logical
Step 10 take since BOCA is one of the model code groups, which make up the
International Codes Council. I do not support the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Building Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in
many special applications and processes, they are considered to be an infant among
groups like BOCA that have been around for decades. i

I respectfully request and urge this commission to file ag 2 legislative rule the 2000
International Building Code and supplements as amended and presented by the West
Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as the next State Building Code for
West Virginia. Thank you for this opportunity.




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarmier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 ~ Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Brian R. Glance

City of Fairmont

P.0C. Box 1428

Fairmont, West Virginia 26555

Dear Mr. Glance

Thank yeu for your interest and written comment concerning the appraval of the 2000 18C and
1RC cedes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adogtion ¢f these codes
with several medifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the pubiic and wriiten
comments were recaived.

The State Buiiding code, as madified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an "agency approved rule”.

This cocument will ii.en be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent acticn.

Since, ely Yours,

glen)

Francis A, Gurrey Il FALA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Commuttee

FGll,kb




May 17, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2nd Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

Re: Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honorable Cornmission:

Good Moming, my name is /4 Lt Mm . ['am an employee of City of Fairmont
located in Fairmont, WV. I have been in my current position for 3 ¥ vears and am certified as a
Journeyman Elecrrician. 1.CC. Residential Electrical. and BOCA National Property Maintenance |
I'am also a member of the West Virginia Code Officials Association and have received numerous
hours of training regarding the codes now before you for consideration and adoption.

Lam in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and Supplements as amended and presented for adoption by
the West Virginia Code Officials Asscciation to the West Virginia State Fire Commission. My
emplover has spent hundreds or perhaps even thousands of dollars of tax money over the last couple
of years to purchase and to train me in the interpretation and administration of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make up the current State Building
Code were all adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the contractors in our area. We
believe that the conversion now to the ICC Codes is a logical Step to take since BOCA is one of the
three mode! code groups. which make up the International Codes Council. I do not support the effort
by some to adopt the NFPA 3000 Building Code as the next State Building Code. While NFPA is
a proven authoriry in many special applications and processes, they are considered o be an infant
among groups like BOCA that have been around for decades.

I respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000 International
Building Code and supplements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Officials
Association for adoption as the next State Building Code for West Virginia.

Thank you for the opportunity.

Respectfully,

Biio K. el
Brian R. Glance

City of Fairmont

P.O. Box 1428

Fairmont, WV 26555
(304) 366-6211




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, Ill Joe Martin,, Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 " Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Anthcny T. Horton, Employee
City of Fairmont

P.O. Box 1428

Fairmont, West Virginia 26555

Dear Mr. Horton,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approvat of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received,

The State Buiiding code, as modified, will be presanted to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and sugsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours,

Yo [
TN 1
Francls ATGuffey, I, FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGIl,kb




CITY OF FAIRMONT

CITY/COUNTY COMPLEX
P.O. Box 1428
. 200 Jacksan Street
Fairmaonr. West Virginia 26555-1428
{304) 366-6211
(304) 366-0228 FAX

May 17,2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2nd Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

Re:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes

Honorable Commission: /
L

Good Morning, my name i3 i MOMY SISy am an emplovee of City of Fairmont

located in Fairmont, WV, - ’

[am in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and Supplements as amended and presented for adoption by
the West Virginia Code Officials Association to the West Virginia State Fire Commission. My
emplover has spent hundreds or perhaps even thousands of dotlars of rax money over the last couple
ot vears to purchase and to train me in the interpretation and administration of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements. which make up the current State Building
Code were all adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the contractors in our area, We
believe that the conversion now to the ICC Codes is a logical step to take since BOCA is one of the
three modet code groups. which make up the International Codes Council. I do not support the effort
by some 10 adopt the NEPA 5000 Building Code as the next State Building Code. While NFPA s
a proven authority in many special applications and processes. they are considered to be an infant
among groups like BOCA that have been around for decades.

I respectfully reguest and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000 International
Building Code and supplements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Officials
Association for adoption as the next State Building Code for West Virginia.

Thank yeoufor the oppo/r;funity. J
T ! I

Res’pec! fully " & A
( % Al

City of Fairmont
P.O. Box 1428
Fairmont, WV 26555
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govemnor

Joseph J. Bostar, Ii; Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phane: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charteston, WV 25301 = Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

A. Kim Haws

City Manager

City of Bridgeport

186 Thompson Crve

P.O. Bex 1310

Bridgeport, West* irginia 26330-6310

Dear Ms. Haws,

Thank you ‘or your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State F're Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several medific stions to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were rec 2ived.

The State 8 ilding code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and st 1sequent approval as an "agency approved rule”.

This docume :t will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subseque 1t action.

Sincerely Yours, -

A 1 / I,_-,r:/
Francis A. Guffey, ¥ FAIA

Chairman of the State 3uilding
Code Committee

FGll,kb




City of
BRIDGEPORT

156 Thompson Drive o P.0. Boy 1310
BRIDGEPORT. WE ;7 VIRGINIA 26330-6310

* wuw bridgeporiwy cun e

May 9. 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ floor
Charleston, WV 25301

Re:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honorable Commission:

Good Morning, my name is A. Kim Haws. Tam City Manager of the City of Bridgepont
located in Bridgeport, WV. Two of our city employees have been co le enforcement
officers for 15 years & 8 years respectively. They are members of the West Virginia
Code Officials Association and have recetved numerous hours of training regarding the
codes now before you for consideration and adoption.

[ am writing today in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and supplements 1s amended and
presented for adoption by the West Virginia Code Officials Association to the West
Virginia State Fire Commission. Our City has spent hundreds or perhaps even thousands
of dollars of tax money over the last couple of years to purchase and to train our
employees in the interpretation and administration of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make un the current State
Building Code were all adopted by our jurisdiction and have bee:, accepted by the
contractors in our area. We believe that the conversion now to the ICC “odes is a logical
step to take since BOCA is one of the model code groups, whizh make up the
International Codes Council. I do not support the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Building Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in
many special applications and processes, they are considered to be an infant among
groups tike BOCA that have been around for decades.

I respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000
International Building Code and supplements as amended and preseated by the West
Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as the next State 13uilding Code for
West Virginia. Thank you for this opportunity.

017 LSINIACY

. qhcl 1@
City Manager =iz
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govemor

Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 " Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Elizabeth M. Bailard

Permit Coordinator

City of Charleston, Building Department
P.O. Box 2749

Charleston, West Virginia 25330

Dear Ms. Bailard,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerring the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to procesd with the adopticn of these codes
with several mocifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received,

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commissicn for their
consideraticn and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This decument will then be submitted to the Legisiative Rule Making Review Commitice for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yaurs,

AN
= J/ %
/
Franeis A, Q{;ﬁg,’ EAlA

Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGllLkb




e % PO.Box 2749
NN A CrarLEsTON, WEST VIRGINTA 25330 Mav 13,2002

Hearing Examiner William Spencer

Vice Chairman. West Vireinia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor

Charleston, WV 23301

Dear Mr. Spencer:

I am writing to express my vigorous support of the filed legislative rule adopting the
2000 International Building, Residential. Plumbing, Mechanical, Fuel Gas, Energy Conservation,
and Property Maintenance Codes, and ICC/ANST A117.1, Standards for Accessibility & Useable
Buildings & Facilities/1998. as the State Building Code. as approved by the West Virginia State
Fire Commission. in June of 2001 and again in February of 2002. 1 ask that my comments be put
on record at the Public Hearing scheduled for Friday. May 17. 2002,

I'am currently an IBC/BOCA certified Zoning Inspector and Propertv Maintenance
Inspector under the 2000 International Building Code. 1am representative of the support staff of
Code Enforcement/Building Inspection Departments in West Virginia who have spent countless
hours of study and preparation to gain certification and credibility for Building Departments
across the state. The BOCA and IBC code certification process is well established and provides
a stable and recognized method of professional recognition and development.

In addition. the opposition to the adoption of the IBC codes from some arenas and
support for NFPA 3000 is premature as it will not be ready for review for several months. The
2000 [CC Fire Code is not a new fire code - it is a building code component not meant to replace
or allow deviation from the WV State Fire Code or NFPA standards.

In addition to expressing my support of the adoption of the IBC codes, [ further express
my support of the 13 recommended changes to the original approved rules suggested by the West
Virginia Code Officials Association as outlined in the May 5. 2002 letter to vou from Robert L.
Cannon, President of WVCOA.

Thank vou for your efforts in the area of building and construction safety. Professional
Inspection staff personnel such as myself appreciate and support your efforts and stand willing to
work with the State Fire Commission on issues such as this at any time.

Sincerely,

€ luplonn (2ltand,
o7 SBlhbeth M Ballard

Permit Caprgiijator
g9 q1 | 0 s :Hl %ity!o\f %%grlgston, Building Department

)
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govemor

Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyen Charleston, WV 25301 ~ Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Ron Carnman

Code Enforcement QOfficer

City of Bridgeport

156 Thompson Orive
Bridgeport, West Virginia 26330

Dear Mr. Cornman,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission nas voted unanimousty to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
censideration and subsequent approval as an “agency agproved rule”.

This document will then te submitted to the Legisiative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subseguent action.

Sincegly Yours,
,\ =
/75 § !
A T
Francis A. Guffey, | %

Chairman of the State Builging
Code Committee

#

FGllLkb




Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street. 2™ floor
Charleston, WV 25301

Re:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honorable Commission:

Good Morning, my name is Ron Cornman. I am an employee of the City of Bridgeport
located in Bridgeport, WV. [ have been in my current position for 8 years. I am certified
as a 1 & 2 Family Dwelling Building Inspector, 1 & 2 Family Dwelling Electrical
Inspector, Property Maintenance and Housing Inspector, 1 & 2 Family Dwelling
Mechanical Inspector, 1 & 2 Family Dwelling Plumbing Inspector and have been in the
code enforcement business for 8 years. I am also a member of the West Virginia Code
Officials Association and have received numerous hours of training regarding the codes
now before you for consideration and adoption.

I am here today in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and supplements as amended and
presented for adoption by the West Virginia Code Officials Association to the West
Virginia State Fire Commission. My employer has spent hundreds or perhaps even
thousands of dollars of tax money over the last couple of years to purchase and to train
me in the interpretation and administration of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make up the current State
Building Code were all adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the
contractors in our area. We believe that the conversion now to the ICC Codes is a logical
step to take since BOCA is one of the three model code groups, which make up the
International Codes Council. I do not support the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Building Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in
many special applications and processes, they are considered to be an infant among
groups like BOCA that have been around for decades.

I respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000
International Building Code and supplements as amended and presented by the West
Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as the next State Building Code for
West Virginia. Thank you for this opportunity.

Re%ectfully,

K L/JJ/Uwa&// '

Ron Cornman
Code Enforcement Officer

City of Bridgeport JUETHISRINGY Jund 21

156 Thompson Drive

Bridgeport, WV 26330 Laglig 98 L ¥ SiOAYH 80

(304) 842-8218
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Govermnor

Joseph J. Bostar, il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 = Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

D. Edwin Blehschmidt

West Virginia Chapter of the
International Fire Marshal's Association
1453 Dogwood Avenue

Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear Mr. Biehschmidt,

Thank you for your interest and written comment cancerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adeption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received,

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rute Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours, _

b,

Francis A. Guffey, It/ FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGilLkb







April 30, 2002

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Charleston, West Virginia

RE: May 17, 2002 Public Hearing - adoption of a new State Building Code

Gentlemen:
f;ﬂ’ v /

It has come to our attention that you intend to hold a public hearing in Flatwoad,
West Virginia on May 17, 2002)for the purpose of receiving public testimony
conceming your planned adoption of the 2000 edition of the International Building
Code (IBC).

The members of the Fire Marshals Association of West Virginia, a Chapter of the
International Association of Fire Marshals, would like to place the following public
testimony on the record.

We, the undersigned, respectfully request that the West Virginia State Fire
Commission, postpone their decision and vote on the adoption of a new Building
Code, or any significant revision to the existing Building Code.

This request is based on the fact that the National Fire Protection Association
has developed a Building Code which is expected to be available for use by late
Summer 2002.

We believe that, prior to any West Virginia adoption, a review of both the NFPA
Building Cade as well as the International Building Code should be conducted to
determine which of these documents will best serve the citizens of West Virginia
as well as provide a high level of safety to our citizens, visitor to our State, as
well as our emergency responders.

We, as Code Officials of West Virginia, are the ultimate end-users of the codes
you adopt, and as such feel our concems must be taken into consideration and
play a vital part in your decision.

Respectfully Submitted,

Eawin Blehschmidt, President
WV Chapter of the International Fire Marshal’'s Association
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The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L.. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 - Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Robert L. Cannon, President

West Virginia Code Official Association - '~
409 5. Kanawha Street-Room 16

Beckley, West Virginia 25802-2514

Dear Mr. Cannon,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes,

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as mocified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an "agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours,

FrancE A, ufffeyz!. FAIA
Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGiLkb
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WEST VIRGINIA CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION
Office of the President
P.O. Box 2514
Beckley, WV 25802-2514
(304) 256-1757 -FAX (304) 256-1815

May 5, 2002

Hearing Examiner William Spencer

Vice Chairman, West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quamier St., 2™ Floor

Charleston, WV 25301

Dear Mr. Spencer:

This letter is written as the strongest possible support of the filed legislative rule adopting
the 2000 Interational Building, Residential, Plumbing, Mechanical, Fuel Gas, Energy
Conservation, and Property Maintenance Codes, and ICC/ANSI A117.1, Standards for
Accessibility & Usable Buildings & Facilities/1998, as the State Building Code, as approved by
the West Virginia State Fire Commission, in June of 2001 and again in February of 2002.

The 11 Directors and 113 members of West Virginia’s organization of public sector
Building Code Officials, Building Code Inspectors and Building Code Plans Examiners,
representing 35 municipalities, five counties and 15 construction-related private entities
unanimously endorse the adoption of these International Codes as the updated WV State
Building Code.

We further request WV State Fire Commission concurrence and approval for 15
recommended changes to the original approved rules. Twelve are corrections to €ITOrS Or
omissions, three are new and are highlighted.

The first deletes the change from the 1CC Electrical Code to NFPA 70. The ICC Electrical
Code no longer exists and the Fire Commission previously approved adding NFPA 70, National
Electric Code as a State Building Code component. That addition is the third recommended
change, restoring what was left out when the tule as filed.

The second change removes the original deiction of Fire Prevention and Section 101.4.6
of the International Building Code, This second new change asks that the International Fire Code
2000 be included as a State Building Code component, provided that the [FC 2000 applies only
when specifically referenced and only to the extent of each specific reference. The International
Fire Code 2000 is a building code. It t f OQES NOT C.

QRD OF THi A1L FIRE CODFE or any NFPA Standard, In fact, the majority of its
referenced standards are NFPA, 88 of them, that deal with life safety, extinguishers, alarm,
detectors, sprinklers, entrance, egress, ¢tc - - construction and renovation clements. The IFC




2000 is referenced (along with the applicable NFPA standard) 133 times, 81 times in the
International Building Code, 36 times in the Intemational Mechanica] Code, 11 times in the
International Fuel Gas Code, four times in the [nternational Property Maintenance Code and
once in the International Energy Conservation Code. The original deletion of the IFC 2000
removed a significant part of the building code by removing these 133 references, rendering the
state building code incomplete and in some case unenforceable, subject to court challenge. The
easiest remedy is to adopt the IFC 2000 as a part of the state building code. The alternative is to
amend the legislative myles. First, delete all 133 IFC references in the Building, Mechanical, Fuel
Gas, Property Maintenance and Energy Conservation Codes. Second, insert into the rules the
appropriate language that identifies the applicable NFPA standard or table that the 133 deletions
took away. Without the IFC or the lengthy amendments, the Building Code will be flawed and
possibly partially unenforceable.

The third addition was also approved by the Building Code Committee in the original
amendment discussions. It added the words “including affordability” to the Purpose section of
the International Residential Code,

The fifth change deletes Subsection 1 of Section R301.2.2.7 of the Residential Code to
climinate a possible conflict with Table R502.3.3. Changes six and seven are corrections,
changing “that” to “than™ and “CABO/1995" to “CABO/1992"

Change eight deletes Section R403.1.7, Footings on or adjacent to slopes. It is unworkable
in West Virginia and will be rewritten in the 2003 Residential Code. Current Residential Code
provisions are adequate to deal with such situations,

Change nine is a simple correction. Change ten corrects the original Envelope
Requirements Table specific to the 55 West Virginia counties. The remaining five changes correct
the zone and degree day designations to conform with the table.

Thank you again for your interest building and construction safety and assistance to the
WYV Code Officials Association and its members in our enforcement efforts. We stand ready to
provide any assistance to you and the State Fire Comunission at any time.

Sincerely,

i

ROBERT L. CANNON, President
WVCOA




Page 2

Page 3

Page 3

Page 3

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

Title 87

Legislative Rule
State Fire Comymission

Series 4

State Building Code

87-4-4 NATIONAL STA,NDARDS AND CODES

DELETE - .

Sex:uon 4.1

87-4-4 NATIONAL STANDARDS AND CODES .... Section 4.1 (2 new codes)
ADD - NFPA 70, Nationa] Electric/1 999

ADD - International Fire Code, First Edjtion, 2000, Provided: the Interpations]
Fire Code/2000 shal} apply only where specifically referenced jp the State
Buijlding Code and only to the extent of cach specific reference,

ADD - Section R103.2  The purpose of .... health and public welfare, including
affordability.

Page 3 -R301.2.2.7 Irregular buildings (Subsection 1. - conﬂict with Table R502.3.3)

DELETE - - Subsection 1. includi -

Page 3 - Section R312.1.1 Landing at Doors ... (end of 2™ second line)

Page 3 - Section R314.2 Stair Geometry ...

CHANGE - . ... door, other that

the rcqmrcd -to “door, other THAN the required”

(beginning of 2 line)

CBANGE - Code/1995 dimensions; ... to Code/1992 dimensions;

Page 4 - Section R403.1.7 Footings on or adjacent 1o slopes

Page 6 - Section R502.3.3 Floor Cantilevers ... (section number)

CHANGE - R55022.2 .. to

Page § - Table N110] PRESCRIPTIVE

DELETE - REPLACE (with n

Bi_ﬁz

BUILDING ENVELQPE REQUIREMENTS
ew tablc)



TABLE N110] Preseriptive Building Envelope Requirements

j Building Maximum | Minimum Insulation
Location U-Value
l Zone HDD| Fenest |[Roof/ Frame| Mass |Floor Over Slab [Crawl [Base
; ration | Ceili{ Wall! Wal Outdoor| Edg¢ Spacé ment
ng Airor Un| Width Wal! | wap
condition
L Ed Space
10 4,500, 0.65 | R-26 R-13 | R-7 | R13 R-4 R-8 |R-4
4,999 ‘ 2ft

1L12 5,000/ 0.55 R-30 | R-13 | R-8 R-19 R4 R-8 (R4
& 13 6,499 i 2ft
West Virginia Climate Zoncs By Counties
10 1 12 13
HDD 4.500 - 4.999 HDD 5.000-5.499 HDD 5.500-5,999 HpD 6.000-6.499
Boone Berkeley Brooke Barbour
Cabell Braxton Doddridge Grant
Kanawha Calhoun Fayette Pendleton
Lincoln Clay Greenbrier Pocahontas
Logan Gilmer Hancock Preston
Mingo Hampshire Harrison Randolph
Putnam Jackson Lewis Tucker
Wayne Mason Marion

Mc Dowell Marshall

Mercer Mineral

Monroe Monongaiia

Morgan Nicholas

Pleasants Ohie

Ritchie Raleigh

Roane Summers

Tyler Taylor

Wirt Upshur

Wood Webster

Wyoming Wetzel




Page 9 - NOTES §.

CHANGE - “frost depth in Zone 4 and 5" O - frost depth in Zones 10.11.12.& 13

Page 10 - N1101.4.3 Steel Frame Walls (2~ line)

CHANGE - “Zone 3 and 4 ... Zope 5 TO- Z&MQLM&
13 (5,000 - 6,499)

Page 10 -N1101.4.6 Basement Walls (3rd - 5" lines)
DELETE (end of sentence) - The required R value shall be applied on the inside or
outside of the basement wall from the sill plate down

to the design frost depth, in-Climato-Zones-4-and-5-
and-to-the-basemont-floer-in-Zones-6-and-7-

Page 11 - TABLE N1101.4.6 EQUIPMENT TRADE-OFF FOR BASEMENT WALL
INSULATION

DELETE - (3" line) <4-3~ —5-3.990.
CHANGE - (4 line) -4-5- TO -10,11. 12, & 13

(4" line) 40666999 TO — 4,500 - 6,499
DELETE - (5*linc) ~6-7—7%000—2.999 9. go

Page 12-N1101.5.3 Skylights

DELETE - Fonet-r—sladight permittod

DELETE -
CHANGE - Zones 4and-above-10, 1,12. & 13-4,600-HDD (4,500 HDD) and above



The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Gavemor

Joseph J. Bostar, lii Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Rabert L. Carvell, Contractor Lo
HVAWV Codes Committee Lo
Rt. 1,55 Walnut Grove

Washington, West Virginia 26181

Dear Mr. Carvet],

Thank you for your interest anc written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimeusly to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with severai modifications to the proposed rules that were approved after the pubtic and written
comments were received.

The State Building cede, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency apoproved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legisiative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subseguent action.

Sincerely Yours,

/ / '
Vo I
Francis Al G_uffej 0 FAIA
Chairman of the State Building

Code Committee

FGilkb




ROBERT L. CARVELL, CONTRACTOR wyssiz

Rt. 1, 55 Walnut Grove
Washington, WV 26181
Phone or Fax (304) 363-8392
rcarvell@access.mountain. net

May 15, 2002
Mr. Francis A. Guffey 11 Lo

165 Lakeshore Drive
Cross Lanes WV 25313

Dear Mr. Guftey:

{'am writing to you on behalf of the Home Builders Association of WV. We note in the Fire
Commission minutes that you had been requested to add the ADA Guidelines to the building
codes.

Our board of directors discussed the matter and do not support this request. The ADA is the law
of the land, as you know, and adding the guidelines to the codes is not necessary. We view this

as an unnecessary complication which would serve no purpose.

We do see in the Fire Commission minutes that you stated this is not a code matter. We are in
complete agreement, and wish to be on record as opposing adding the ADAG to the codes.

Thank you.

L3240

Robert L. Carvell, HBAWYV Codes Committee




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Gavernor

Joseph J. Bostar, il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2 Figor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

James Gatian, Cede Enforcement Officert
City of Morgantown

389 Spruce Street

Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear Mr. Gatian,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1 BC and 1
RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to prcceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were appreved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be prasented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an "agency apgroved ruie”,

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Ruie Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sinceraly Yours,

/}( f//ﬁ_ g

e

Fl%(s Al G{:éey!f}/AIA

Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGil kb
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Che ity of Morgantowy

389 SPAUCE STREET
MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 26505

(304} 28+-7401
CODE ENFORCEMENT
IUVILDING AND HCUSING
INSPECTION DEPARTMENT
May 6, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Chareston, WV 25301

RE:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honorable Commission:

My name is James Gatian. | am an employee of the City of Mcrgantown located in Monongalia County, West
Virginia. |'have been in my current position for _ 72 vears. lamcentifiedas 7/ J/i, f o0 [ fealin o

and have been in the code enforcement business for = 7, -
years. |am also a memoer of the West Virginia Code Officials Association and have received numerous hours
of training regarding the code now before you for consideration and adoption.

Though I'm not here to speak before you, | wish for my voice to be heard in faver of the 2000 ICC Codes ana
supplements as amended and presented for adoption by the West Virginia Code Officials Association to the
West Virginia State Fire Commission. My employer has spent hundreds or perhaps even thousands of dollars
of tax money over the last couple of years to purchasa and to train me in the interpratation and administration
of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make up the current State Building Code were zll
adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the contracters in our area. We believe that the
conversicn now to the ICC Codes is a logical step to take since BOCA is cne of the three modal code groups.
which make up the International Codes Council. | do not support the effori by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Builcing Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in many special
apglications and precesses, they are considered ta be an infant amoeng groups like BCCA that have been
around for decades.

| respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legistative rule the 2000 international Building Cods
and supplements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Officials Association for adoption as
the next State Building Code for West Virginia.

Thank you for this cpportunity.

T
Respectiully, /|

£ -
B ~ S A
S - o K'\,/’ St i

James Gatian
Code Enforcement Officer
City of Morgantown



The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, Il Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bilt L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon Charleston, WV 25301 Fax: (304) 558-25237
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Louis Queen, Code Enforcement Officer «
City of Morgantown

389 Spruce Street

Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Cear Ms. Queen,

Thank you for your interest and written comment cencerning the approval of the 2000 1 BC and 1
RC codes.

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with severai modifications to the proposed rules that were aporoved after the public and written
comments were received.

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Comrmission for their
consideration and subsequent appraval as an "agency approved rule”.

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rule Making Review Committee for their
review and subseqguent action.

S:ncnre!y YOL-.:FS
/

Egegn G{xrfa WﬂLAIA

Chairman of the Sta;e Builging
Code Cemmittee
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Che @ity of Morgantown

389 SPRUCE STRE:T
MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 26508

{303) 2847208
CCE ENFORCEMENT
SUILDING AND HCUSING
INSPECTION DEPARTMENT
May 6 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2™ Floor
Charleston, WV 25301

RE:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes
Honcrable Commission:

My name is Louis Queen. | am an employee of the City of Morgantown located in Monongatia County, West
Virginia. | have been}x my current position for _ 3 years. | am certified as Plvpcely Mo wlrvry s
Hows i) TwsassTes/ Ma T £/ T 210 and have been in the code enforcement business for 3
years. Tam also a member of the West Virginia Cede Officials Association and have received numerous hours
of training regarding the code now pefore you for consideration and adopticn.

Though I'm not here to speak before you, | wish for my voice to be heard in favor of the 2000 ICC Cedes and
supplements as amended znd presented for adoption by the West Virginia Code Cfficials Association to the
West Virginia State Sire Commission. My employer has spent hundreds or perhaps even thousands of doilars
of tax money over the jast ceuple of years to purchase and to train me in the interpretation and administration
of these codes.

The BOCA Nationai Building Coce and supplements, which make up the currant State Building Code wers zll
adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the contracters in our area. We believe that the
conversion now to the ICC Cedes is a logical step to take since BOCA is one cf the three medel code groups.
which make up the International Codes Council. | do not support the effort by some to adopt the NFPA 5000
Building Code as the next State Building Code. While the NFPA is a proven authority in many special

| respectfully request and urge this commission to file as 3 iegisiative rule the 2000 International Building Code
and suppiements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Officials Associaticn for adeption as
the next State Buiiding Code for West Virginia.

Thank you for this oppartunity.

Respecifully,

L’éuis Queen

Code Enforcement Officer
City of Mergantown



The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

Bob Wise, Governor

Joseph J. Bostar, iij Joe Martin., Cabinet Secretary
Chairman
Bill L. Spencer STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Vice Chairman 1207 Quarrier St, 2™ Floor Phone: (304) 558-2191
Chuck Runyon . Charleston, WV 25301 ~ Fax: (304) 558-2537
Secretary

June 27, 2002

Robert B. Ashcraft,

Assistant City Manager

City of Fairmont

P.C. Box 1428

Fairmont, West Virginia 26555

Dear Mr. Asheraft,

Thank you for your interest and written comment concerning the approval of the 2000 1BC and
1RC codes,

The State Fire Commission has voted unanimously to proceed with the adoption of these codes
with several modifications to the proposed rules that were appraved after the public and written
comments were received,

The State Building code, as modified, will be presented to the State Fire Commission for their
consideration and subsequent approval as an “agency approved rule”.

N

This document will then be submitted to the Legislative Rufe Making Review Committee for their
review and subsequent action.

Sincerely Yours 5

@ ,&/7,#,
Francis A. uffey, 1, FAIA

Chairman of the State Building
Code Committee

FGIl,kb
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N CITY OF FAIRMONT

CITY/COUNTY COMPLEX
PO. Box 1428
200 Jackson Street
Fairrmont, West Virginiz 26355-1428
1304 266-6211
V304 366-0228 FAX
won woityotfurmontwy.com

May 17, 2002

Mr. William Spencer

Hearing Examiner

West Virginia State Fire Commission
1207 Quarrier Street, 2" floor
Charleston, WV 25301

Re:  Adoption of the 2000 ICC Codes |, -

Honorable Commission:

Good Morming, my name is Robert B. Asheraft. [am the Assistant City Manager for the City of Fairmont
[ have been in my current position for 3 vears and in code enforcement for the past 15 years. [am
charged with legislative and judicial oversight for our department. [am a member of the West Virginia
Code Officials Association having now served as a member of the Board of Directors for three years and
have received numerous hours of training regarding the codes now before you for consideration and
adoption.

I am here today to speak in favor of the 2000 ICC Codes and supplements as amended and presented for
adoption by the West Virginia Code Officials Association to the West Virginia State Fire Commission.
My employer has spent hundreds or perhaps even thousands of dollars of tax money over the last couple
of vears to purchase and to train me in the interpretation and administration of these codes.

The BOCA National Building Code and supplements, which make up the current State Building Code
were all adopted by our jurisdiction and have been accepted by the contractors in our area. We believe
that the conversion now to the ICC Codes is a logical step to take since BOCA is one of the three model
code groups, which make up the International Codes Council. [ do not support the effort by some to
adopt the NFPA 5000 Building Code as the next State Building Code even though ama member of
NFPA and serve on their Architects, Engineers and Building Officials Section. While the NFPA is a
proven authority in many special applications and processes, I consider them an infant among groups like
BOCA when comes to the development of a comprehensive building code.

I respectfully request and urge this commission to file as a legislative rule the 2000 International Building
Code and supplements as amended and presented by the West Virginia Code Officials Association for
adoption as the next State Building Code for West Virginia.

Thank You for this opportunity.

Respectfully,

Robert 87 Ashcraft
City of Fairmont

P. 0. Box 1428
Fairmont, WV 26555
(304) 366-8311




A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE 2000 INTERNATIONAL
CODES AS THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE BUILDING CODE

WHEREAS, the State of West Virginia has mandated in West Virginia Code Section 8-12-13
that any municipal subdivision of the state that adopts a building code that the code adopted shall be
the State Building Code; and

WHEREAS, the current State Building Code is the 1996 Edition of the BOCA National
Building Code; the 1995 Edition of the International Plumbing Code; the 1996 International
Mechanical Code; the 1996 Edition of the BOCA National Property Maintenance Code; the 1993
BOCA National Energy Code; and the 1995 CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code; and

WHEREAS, the City of Fairmont has been operating under the current State Building Code
since April tenth of 1998; and '

WHEREAS, the City of Fairmont is an active member of the West Virginia Code Officials
Association; and

WHEREAS, the City of Fairmont and the West Virginia Code Officials Association have
spent thousands of dollars of tax payer monies to purchase copies of the various 2000 ICC Codes and
train code officials across the state in the administration of these codes; and

WHEREAS, Building Departments of municipal subdivisions across the state of West Virginia
are now evaluated and graded by ISO like fire departments in order to give credits for insurance based
upon construction in accordance with current edition model codes; and

WHEREAS, the State Fire Commission as charged by West Virginia Code section 29-3-5b
will hold a public hearing on May 17, 2002 at 10:00 a.m. in Conference Room L of the Days Inn
Conference Center in Flatwoods, WV for the purpose of taking comments on the adoption of the 2000
International Codes as the next State Building Code.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Fairmont hereby resolves to
give their full support of the West Virginia Code Officials Association and the West Virginia State Fire
Commission in the united effort to adopt the 2000 International Code and supplements as presented as

the next State Building Code for West Virginia.
: M[Li?@%@

Passed this the 13™ day of May, 2002.

ATTEST:

W A Tedtoy
CITY CLERK




