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SUMMARY

The proposed legislative rules for the implementation and
administration of the electrician certification program by the
State Fire Marshal contains the reguirements for testing,
reciprocity, enforcement, revocation and suspension of electrician
certifications. All interested individuals desiring to comment
on the proposed rules may do so on July 17, 198% at 1:00 PM in
written or oral comments at the West Virginia State Capitol,
Conference Center, Conference Rooms B, C & D, Building 7,
Charleston, WV 25305.
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WEST VIRGINIA.ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS":f Biongte e
THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFICE L e

TITLE 87
CHAPTER 29-3B

SERIES IIX
1889

Title: Electriclian Licensing Regulations

Subdect: Standards and Procedures relating teo the Issuance
of Certificates of Competency to Master, Journsyman, or
Apprentice Electricians.

Sectien 1. General

1:01. Purpose and Scope - These legislative zules

establish the standards requlired and procedures to be
ﬁoliowed by the State Flre Marshal in the implementation of
the authority granted him to issue electrician licenses to
individuals properly gualifing as Mastex, Journeyman, or
Apprentice Elecfiicians, and to renew such license, pursuant
to the provisions of Chapter 29, Article 2B, of the West
Virginia Code, 19831, as amended.

1:02. Authority - These legislative rules are lissued
under the authority of Chaptex 29, Article 3B, of the West
Virginia Code (1931, as amended), and pursuant to the
provisions of Chaptexr 282 of the said Code.

1:03. Effective Date - These leglslative rules were

promulgated on May 13,1883 and shall become effective May 22,

1989 as emergency rules.
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-

1:04. Filing Date - These legislative rules were £iled

in the 8Becretary of State's Office on May 19, 198%.

1:05. cextification - These legislative rules are

certified authentic by the State Fire Marshal by
certification number Series II.

1:06. Repesl and Replace - The current legislative

rules on f£ile are hereby repealed and replaced with these
emergency rules,

Section 2. tefinitions

2:01. "Master Flectrician" - means any individual who

has at least five years of electrical work experlence in all
phases of_electrical wiring and installation, who is
competent to instruct and supervise the work of Journeyman
and Apprentice Electricians. |

2:02. "Journevman Electrician®™ - means a person who has

at least two years of electrical work experience in
installation of electrical conductors, condult, equipment,
fixtures and other appliances.

2:03. "apprentice Flectrician"™ ~ means a person who has

less than two years of electricai work experience or one who
has interest in énd an aptitude for performing electrical
work but who alone is not capable of instzlling conductoeors
conduits, eguipment, fixtures and other agpliances.

2:04., "Electrical Work" - pertalns to the Installation

of conductors and conduits for the purpese of transmitting

electricity Zor light, heat, or power scurces and the

(2)
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installation of fixtures and eguipment in connection

therewith, or both.

2:05. "Licensg" - means a valid and current certificate

of competency issued by the State Fire Marshal.

2:06, Perscns Exempt From Licensing- These legislative

rules do not apply to and no license is required for:
(A) Any person who performs electrical work with
respect to any property owned or leased by such
person; or
(B) Any person who performs electrical work at any

manufacturing plant or other industrial

establishment as an employee of the person firm or
corporation operating such plant or establishment;
or _

{C) any perscn who, while employed by‘a employer engaged
in the business of selling appliances at retail,
performs electrical work with respect teo
installation anéd repalr of appliances as part of his
regular duties; or

(D) Any person who, while emplecyed by a public utility )
or any of its affiliates, performs electrical work
in connection with the furnishing of public utility
service; or

(E) Any person who performs elecirical work as an

emplovee cof a government bod? or agency and who 1s

(3)
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performing such work at property owned by the
government agency.

Section 3. Unauthorized Work and Local Ordinances

3:01. Unauthorized Flectrical Werk Prohibited - Under

provisions of appllcable law, no electrical work may be
performed, offered or engaged in for compensation of hire
within the state of West Virginia by any person, firm, or
corporation unless such person, firm, or corporation

' possesses a license issued by the State Fire Marshal.

3:02.. Nqn§policability of Local Ordinances -No

munlcipality, local government, or county may requiré any
license or other evidence of competence as an electrician
from any person, firm, or corporation who or which holds a
valid and cﬁrrent license issued by the State Fire Marshal,
as a condition for the performance of elegtrical work within
the State of West Virginia.

Section 4. Examinations

4:01. Examination Reguired -After the effective date of

these legislative rules the State Fire Marshal shall issue an
electrician license only to that person whg has satisfact-
nrily passed an examination for the level of liceﬁsure
applied for, and who has otherwise met and complied with the

reguirements of these rules.

4:02. Form of Reguest -An applicant desiring to be

examined under the provisions of these legislative rules

must, as a condition precedent to such examination, furnish
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the State Fire Marshal with:

(A} The applicant shall specify the class of license
he/she seeks licensure, 1l.e. Master, Journeyman, or
Apprentice; and

(B} A twenty five dollar {$25.00) examination £fee,
for the Master or Journeyman test ¢r ten dollars
(¢10.00) for the apprentice test. The fee is not
returnable. I£f the applicant fails the test he/she
may reapply to take the fest as many times as the
applicant desires by paving a ten dollar {($10.00)
appllcation fee.

{C) ‘The application fee for testing will be foxrfeited
by any applicant who £4ils to appear fox
exémination unless at least 48 hours notification
is given to the State Flre Marshal's Office prior
to test date. An additicnal test fee must be paid
to the State Fire Marshal if applicant reapplies
for the examinatlon after not appearing for the
first examlnation.

{D) A history of experience and gualifications
must egual the years experience regulred £for the
level of licensure that the applicant is seeking.

4:;03. Classification Levels - &n applicant must meet

the minimum experience reguirement for
determining the appropriate licensure level for

which to seek examination:

(5)
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MINIMUM EXPERIENCE AS EXAMINATION
WORKING ELECTRICIAN LEVEL

0 to Z YEARS Apprentice Electrician
Z to 5 YEARS . Journeyman Electriclian
5 YEARS or More Master Blectrician

4:04, Experience Substitution - An applicant completing

an electrical educational program apprqved by the State Fire
Marshal, may apply to substitute thelxr educational training
toward the required experiencé\necessary for licensure,
However, for a master llicense, a person cannot use the
educational pregrams to achieve the total f£five (5) years
experience fcr licensure.

4:05., Fallure to Meeit Experience andyor Qualifications-

Any person who failé to meet the reguired experience or
qualification for a certain level cf licensure, when apply-
ing for an examination may chénge their application and
seléct a lower level of licensure for which they do qualify
without having to pay an additional fee.

4:06. Age Requirement ~ An applicant shall have reached

their 18th birthday to be asuthorized to take any examination
or to be issued a license.

4:07. Time of Reguest - An applicant must comply with

the requirements of sub-section 4:02 no later than ten (10)
working days in advance of the next scheduled examination in

order to receive the authecrization for testing.
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4:08. Authorization Form Reguired -~ An applicant

complying wilth subsections 4:02 thru 4:07 will be issued a
written authorization form acknowledging receipt of the
application fee and setting forth the level of competency for
which testing Is authorized. No person will be permitted to
take the examination who is unable to present the
authorization form at the place of examination.

4:09. License Fee =~ Upon passing the examination,

an applicant must remif a license fee before the license

will be issued. The license fee will be prorated from the

date of issue to the expiratlion date as follows:

10-12 HMonths - $50.00 07-0% Months - $37.50
04-06 Months - §25.00 ' 01-03 Menths - §12.350
4:10. Scheduling of Examinations - Under previsions of

applicable law, the State Fire Marshal is directed to prepare
and arrange f£for the giving of examinations at least four (4)
times each year. Such examinations will regularly be held on
the second Tuesday (excluding holidays) in the months of
Januéry, Aprii, July and October. The State Fire Marshal may
schedule examinations at such additional times as he deems
necessary.

4:11 Location of Testing Centers - Tests will be given

at the Capital Complex, Charleston, WV at least four times a
year. Tests at other loCations may be scheduled provided a
sufficient number cof applicants have pre-registered.

Netificatlicn of test locations to each applicant will be

(73
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provided as reguired 1ln sub-section 4:68,

Section 6. Content and Gradiqq of Bxaminations

4:12 Scurce of Questions - Examination for all levels

of competency shall be based upon the National Electrical
Code published from time to time by the National Fire
Protection Assocliation.

4:13. Passing Grade - A passing grade of at least

elghty percent (80%) 1s regquired to permit the State Fire
Marshal to issue an electrician license to any applicant.

Section 5. Recliprocity

5:01 Reciprocal Agreement - Any person not a resident

in this state holding an electrician license from another

state may be issued the same level ¢f licensure by providing
evidence of such licensure and exberience with paymenf of the
required ifee of $56, provided the other state agrees to the
reciprocal aggrement with the state of West Virginlia.

Section 6. Expilration and Renewal

6:01. Expiration - All electrician licenses issued by

the State Fire Marshal shall expire on the thirtieth (30th)
day of June each year.

6:02. Renewal Fee Required - The State Flre Marshal

shall renew annually the electriclan license of any
certificate holder who makes applicaticn., Payment of a
renewal fee of fifty doliars ($50.00) is a requirement priocr
to such renewal. It shall be the individual's responsibility

to submit to the State Fire Marshal their license renewal
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reguest. Licenses will not be automatically renewed.

€:03 Renewal After Expiration - All electrician

licenses not renewed in accordance with the provisions of
subsection 6:02 may be renewed by paying the fifty dollar
($50.00) license fee and a fifteen ($15.00) penalty fee
within the licensure year. No person, £irm, or corporation
may perform electrical work during the period of time their
license is expired, but, may resume work upon receiving their

deferred license.

Section 7. Denial, Revocation or Suspension of License

7:01., Denial of Ticense - A license will be denied any

applicant who: (a) fails to make a passing score of 80%; or
{b} falls to provide the required experience and/or

quélifications necesgsary for the class of license.

7:02. Suspension or Revocation of License - A person's
electrician license may ?e suspended or revoked for any bne
of the following reasons after notice and hearing as
provided by Article five, Chapter 29A of the code:

{A) Upcn complaint or fire marshal inguiry when
Verifiéd by the State Fire Marshal's Office td be
valid. ‘

(B) Electrical work performed was not iﬁ accordance
with the National Electrical Code.

(C) Falsifying information on the applicants experience

o

or qualifications.
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(D)} WViolation of any statue of the 8tate of West
Virginia, any rule lawfully promulgated by an
agency of the state, or any ordinance of any
municipality or county of the State of West
Virginia which protects the consumer or public
against unfair, unsafe, unlawful or improper
business practices.

(E) Failure to comply with these legislative rules.

{F) For falsely verifying a person's experience or
gqualifications on thelir application.

Section 8. Enforcement Authority and Citations

8:01. Authority - Chapter 29, article 3B, of this code
authorizes the State Fire Marshal the auvthority to inspect
all electrical work performed in West Virginla.

§:02. Citation - Assistant State Fire Marshals, Deputy
State Fire Marshals oI the Statg Fire Marshal upon inspecting
electrical work and determining the work being in '
noncompliance with the state f£ire code may issue a citation
in accordange with 28-3-12 (n) of this code to the person or
persons who performed the elecirical work.

Section 9. Separability -

9:01. Partial’'Invalidity - If any provision of these

legislative rulés shall be held invaiid, the remainder of

these legislative rules shall not be affected thereby.
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