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STATE FIRE CODE - Rules and Regulations of the State Pire Commission.

Chapter 29, Article 3 of the West Virginia Code of
1931, as amended, authorized the State Fire Commission to adopt,
promulgate, amend, and repeal regulations for the safequarding
of life and property from the hazards of fire and explosion. In’
conformity with said authority vested in the State Fire Commission
the following rules and regulations have been adopted and shall
constitute the State Fire Code unless and until amendments,

deletions, additions, or changes have been duly adopted and

promulgated by the State Fire Commission.
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SECTION 1. General
1l.01. Scope - These regulations establish the rules
and regulations deemed necessary by the State Fire Commission
for the safequarding of life and property from the hazards of
fire and explosion.
1.02. Authority - These rules and regulations are issued
under authority of West Virginia Code, Chapter 29, Article 3.

1.03. Effective Date - These rules and regulations were

finally adopted on the 11th day of March, 1977, with an effective
date of March 24, 1977.

1.04. Filing Date - These rules and regulations were

filed in the Secretary of State's Office on the 24th day of March,
1977.

1.05. Certification - These rules and regulations are

certified authentic by the State Fire Commission.

SECTION 2. Building Plans and Specifications

Preliminary plans and specifications for all new con-
struction, alterations, additions, renovations, and installations
shall be submitted to the Fire Marshal's Office for review after
which final plans and specifications shall be submitted within a
reasonable time prior to the bidding date, construction or install-
ations, so that addenda can provide for any changes or additions
determined to be necessary by the State Fire Marshal's office.

Preliminary plans shall be reviewed for exiting (doors and windows)

requirements, general room arrangement, construction type, dimension

of building(s), site plan, and outline specifications. Final plans

1
P
v
v




shall reflect complete details of specifications and design draw-
ings, including mechanical and electrical drawings; and shall include
fire alarm, and automatic extinguishment systeﬁs, and shop drawings
submitted by the supplier. State Fire Marshal's approval of final
drawings is good for one year and if construction has not occurred
within the said one year period, resubmittal of plans for approval
is necessary, unless authorization for extension is granted.
This section has no application to one and two family
residential structures, |
Submitting plans and specifications to the office of
the State Fire Marshal as provided by this séction is not
required if the following conditions are satisfied: (1) the
facility which is the subject of such plans and specifications
is for industrial occupancy exclusively; and, (2) the facility
which is the subject of such plans and specifications is being
constructed by and for the use of a business entitv that has
obtained a Section 2 written exemption certificate from the State
Fire Marshal. Such a written exemption certificate will be granted
by the State Fire Marshal upon satisfactory documentaﬁion being
delivered by the business entity seeking such exemption demon-
strating to the satisfaction of the State Fire Marshal that it:
(a) has an internal engineering department staffed with profes-
sional engineers, (b) has a paid, trained, and professional inter-
nal safety department, and (c) has a paid fire brigade set up and

established pursuant to the requirements of the National Fire

Codes referred to in Section 4 of these Rules and Regulations.




SECTION 3. Building Occupancy

3.01. Occupancy - No person shall occupy or use, or
permit the occupancy or use of a building or structure or any part
thereof which has been erected or altered in violation of the pro-
visions of these rules and regulations. This section shall have

no application to one and two family dwélling structures.

3.02. change of Occupancy - Any building changing
occupancy classification shall be in compliance with the fire
requirements for the occupancy to be utilized prior to occupying
the building. |

3.03. Occupancy Permit - No building shall be occupied

without an occupancy permit issued by the State Fire Marshal or a

local fire authority designated or approved by the State Fire Marshal.

SECTION 4. National Standards and Codes

'4.01. Incorporation of National Standards and Codes -

The standards and requirements (not including standards and require-
ments directed to (1) the operation, etc., of local fire departments,
or (2) the manufacture, transportation, storage, sale, possession,

and use of explosives) as set out and-establishéd-by the most

recent revision of each of "The National Fire Codes" published




by the National Fire Protection Association (presently 16 vol-
umés) and as set out and established by fhe 1976 edition of "The
National Building Code" published by the American Insurance
Association (presently one volume), together with any and éll
subseguent reéisions or amendments to either of such publications,
shall have the same force and effect and shall control the same

as if set out verbatim in these régulations and are herehy adopted
and promulgated by the State Fire Commission as a part of the State
Fire Code. In the event "The National Firé Codes" may be in con~-
flict with "The National Building Code" as to certain specifics,
then in such event "The National Fire Codes" shall control. The
State Fire Marshal shall make use of the standards and requirements
within said,publications and the subsequent revisions and amend-
ments in all matters coming under his jurisdiction except where
said publications may be in conflict with the other standards and
requirements of the State Fire Code in which event the said other

standards and requirements shall control. A copy of both of the

aforesaid publications have been filed with the Secretary of State

and a copy of the Table of Contents of each said publication is
included herewith. Information regarding the purchase of the
aforesaid. "The National Fire Codes" {or separaﬁe volumes thereof)
may be obtained by writing to the National Fire Protection_Associa—
tion, 470 Atlantic Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 02210. Information
regarding the purchase of the aforesaid "The National Building
Code" may be obtained by writing to the American Insurance

Association at B85 John Street, New York, New York 10038.
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4.02.

National Standards and Codes, Tables of Contents

(1) National Fire Codes -~ Published by National Fire

Association.

NATIONAL FIRE CODES — CONTENTS 1976

VOLUME 1 .
Partatle Fire Extinguizhers, '75 .
Foam Latinguishing Systzms, 73
High Expansion Foem Systems, ‘70
Spithetic Fosm and Combined Agent Systems,

Carbon Dicxide Systems, '713

Halon 1301 Systems, ‘73

Halen 1211 Syslems, '73

Serinkler Systems, Instaliation, 75

YOLUME 2

Standpipe & Hose Systems, 74

Wzter Spray Fixed Systems, ‘73

Foam-Water Sg;linkfer % Spray Systems, 74

Dry Chemical Systems, 73

Wwetling Agents, '72

Respiratory Protective Equipment for Fire
Fighters, '71

Fire Hose Coanecticas, '74

Fire Hose, ‘T4

Initiat Fire Attack, Training Standerd on, "66

Centrifugal Fire Pumps, ‘74

Water Tanks, '74 :

Qutside Pratection, ‘73

Supervisian of Valves, ‘58

Flammable & Cembustible Liguids Code, '73

YOLUME 3
Qif Burning Equipment, 74
Dey Clegning Piants, ‘74
Classification of Flammable liquids, '73
Cleaning Small Tanks, 15
Sprag Aﬁpli:atian, ‘73
Dip Tanks, 74 X
tanufatture of Organic Coatings, 71
- Sofyent Extraction Plants, 74
Sta. Comhustion Engines & Gas Turbines, 75
Tank Vehicles for Flammable & Cambustible
Liquids, '74
Porlable Shipping Tanks, "M
Flammable & Combustible Liquids on Farms
and Isplated Censtruction Pmi:er:!s, ‘72
Ceflulsse Nitrale Matien Picture Fitm, '74
Storage of Pyroxylin Plastic, '75
Liquid and Solid Oxidizing Materials, 75
Storage of Gaseaus Oxidizing Meterials, ‘73
Storage of Pesticides in Portable Containers, "7%
Fireworks, Mapufacturing, Transportation and
Storage, '74 .
Fire Projection for Labaraieries Using Chemi-
cals, ‘75
Magnesium, Slorage, Handling, 74

VOLUME 4
Titenivm, Sterage, Handling, 74
Ammonium Nitrale Storage, 79
Intrinsically Safe Apparatus, ‘75
Explosive Malerials, 73
Purged Enciosuzes for Electrizal Equipment, '74
Explosives, Matar Vehicle Terminals, 70
Bulk Oxygen Systems, "74
Gaseous Hydregen Systems, 73
Liguefied Hydiogen Systems, 73
Waldin ‘& Cutlirg, Oxygen-Fue! Gas Systems
for,
Acetylene Cylinder Charging Plants, '74
Cutting & Welding Processes, '74 -
Mational Fuel Gas Code, '74
Inhatatian Anesthetics, '73
Respiratory Therapy, '73
Lazboratories in Healzh-Related Institutions, '73
Hyperbazic Fazilities, ‘70
Hypabaric Facilities, 72
wonflammable Madical Gas Systems, ‘74
Inhatation Anesthetics in Ambulatory Care
Facilities, '75
Fumigation, 73

58

70
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YOLUME 5
Liquefied Petroleum Gases, Starzge and
Ha ndling. ‘74
Liguefied efroleum Gases at Utiily Gas Plants,

Liq;;;ﬂed Natural Gas, Storage and Handling,

Pulverized Fuel Systems, '73

Manuiacturing and Haadling Starch, '73

Grain Elevators, Buik Handling Facilities, ‘73

Feed Mills, Dust Hazards, "73

Agricultural Commodities for Human Coa-
sumplion, '73

industrial Plants, Dust Explosiors, '73

Aluminum Processing and Finishingj ‘715

Aluminum or Magnesium Pawder, 74

Coat Freparation Plants, Dust Hazards, 71

Plastics Industry, Qust Hazards, ‘75

Sulfur Fires, Explosions, Prevention, '71

Spize Grinding Piants, Dust Hazards, '71

Paeumatic Conveying Systems, 73

Woodworking Planis, Dust Hazards, '

Explasion Prevention Systems, 73

YOLUME &
National Electrical Code, ‘75

VOLUME 7

Central Station Signaling Systems, "74
Local Protective Signaling Systems, ‘75
Auxiliary Sigraling Systems, ‘75
Remote Staticn Signaling Systems. '75
Proprietary Signaling Systems, 75
Automatic Fire Detectors, ‘74
Public Fire Service Communications, "735
Househaold Fire Warning Equipment, 75
Electronic Computer/BData Processing Equip-

ment, 72
Essential Electrical Sysiems, "73
Lightning Protection Code, 73
Electrical Metalworking Machine Tools, '74
Fire Doors and Wintows, '75

VOLUWME 8
Fur Storage, Cleaning, '69
Incinerators, Rubbish Handling, ‘72
Oil- and Gas-Fired Watertube Furnaces —
One Burner, '73 .
furnace Elp‘usiuns in Natural Gas-Fired
Multiple Burner Boiler-Furnaces, 74
Fu'e!‘c_)il-Fired Multipte Burner Boiter-Fuinaces,

Pulverized Coal-Fired Multiple Burner Boiles-
Furnaces, '74

Ovens and Furnaces, 73

Industrial Furnaces, '74

Industrial Furnaces — Special Processing
Atmospheres, T4

VOLUME &

Piers and Wharves, 75

Parking Structures, "73

Repair Garages, ‘73

Ast Conditicning & Ventileting Systems, '75

Warm Air Heating & Air Canditioning, 73

Biower & Exhaust Systems, 73

Commercial Cooking Eguipment, ‘Vapor Re-
moval, ‘73

Life Safety Code, 73

Tents, Grandstands & Air-Supporied Struc.
tuses Used for Places of Assembly, 72

Chimneys, Fireplaces & Vents, 72

(cont. on inside back cover)
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(1) continued
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NATIONAL FIRE CODES — CONTENTS 1976

VOLUIME 9 (cont,)
Water Cocling Towers, ‘7]
Building Construchion, Standard Types, 75
Homes, Camps in Forest Areas, 74
General Storage, fadoar, ‘74
Cellular Rubter and Plastics, Slorage, 74

YOLUME 10

Rack Storage of Materials, '78

Storage of Rubber Tires, '75

Recard Prelectian, '15

Building Construction and Demolition Oper-
atians, 75

rirlngests. Building Construction & Matersials,

Fire Tests, Door Assemblies, “72

Building Malenals, Tests of Surface Burning
Characleristics, 72

Fire Tests, Rucf Coverings, 70

Fire Tests of Window Assemblies, '75

Motor Craft, "72

Marinas & Boatyards, 75§

Control of Gas Hazards on Vessels, '75

Vessels Duting Cansiruction, Protection of, 70

Aircratt Fuel Servicing, ‘75

Aircratl Fire Ex!ingiuishers. 73

Aircraft Hangars, 75

Aircraft Foam Fire Fighting ¥ehicles, Test
Procedutes, ‘74 .

Aircraft Rescue, Fire Fighting Vehicles, 75

Aircralt Fueling Ramp Drainage, '73

Airport Terminal Buildings, ‘75

Aircraft Loading Walkways, 73 )

Rop?fa-tup Heliport Construction and Prolection,

VOLUME 11

Instzllation of Mobile Homes, '75

Mobile Homes, '74

Recreational Vehicles, *74

Recreational Vehicle Parks, '35

Powered Industrial Trucks, *78

Truck Fire Protection, '75

Motor Freight Terminats, '75

Guard Operations in Fire Loss Prevention, '75

Flima-ggsistant Textiles and Fiims, Fire Tests
ar, '

Flzmmability of Wearing Apparel, '75

fire Retardant Treatments, Building Ma-
Lerials, '61

The Fire Hazards of Materials, *75

Fire Fighter Professional Quatifications, 74

water Supplies far Suburban and Rural Fire
Fighting, '75

Actomotive Fire Apparatus, ‘75

fFire Department Portahle Pumpmg Units, 73

Fire Department Ground Ladders, 7.

Prg};ctlve Clathing fer Structeral Fire Fighting,

YOLUME 12
Fire Preventian Code, ‘75
Madel Drafts for Erabling Legis'ation, '67
Health Care Emergency Preparedness, 75
Qrganization for Fire Services, '7i
Fire Depaitment Organization, "63
Industrial Fire Loss Prevention, 774
Fire Emergercies Maragemens, '74
Effects of Fire on Dperations, Management
Responsibitity for, '74
Training Reporis and Records.'™™
Madel Enahling Act, Portable Fire Extinguishers,

‘Sprinkler Systems, Maintenance, '71

Firz Department Operaticns in Propecties Pro-
“tected by Sprinkier, Standpipe Systems, ‘73
Fire Hose, Care of, 72

Steam Fire Pumps, Maintenzaace, ‘75

Privale Fire Brigades, ‘75

Fue Hydrants, Unilorm RMarkings, ‘74

Vater Charges, Private Frolection, '74

wildfire Control by Vcolustesr Fire Depart
ments, '73

VOLUME 13

Properties of Flam. Liquids, Gases, Salids, '63

ttanbnles and Sewets, Flammeble & Com-
bustible Liquids ané Gases in, '75

Underground Lezkage of Flammable and Com-
bustible Liquids, 72

Gasaline Blow Torches, ‘74

Medel Rocketry Code, 63

Forest Products, Gutdoor Sterage, '73

Wood Chips, Qutdoar Slorage, ’3’3

Qutdaor Siorage of Logs, '7

Lumber Yards, Retall, Wholesale, '23

Zircenium, Plaats Produting, '74

Hazardous Chemicals Data, '75

YOLUME 14
Hzzardous Chemical Reactions, 75
Sepasalion Distances of Ammonium Nitrate
and Blasting Agents, "68
Model State Fi.eworks Law, 74
Etecirical Instzilations in Chemical Plants, '75
Fi.'lgllazards tn Oxygen-Enziched Almos=pheses,

Home Respiratery Therapy, '73
Explosion Venting, Guide, 74

VOLUME 15
Electrical Equipment Maintenance, 75
Model Siate Electricat Law, '73
High-Frequency Elettricity in Health Care Fa-
cilities, 75
Static Electricity, '72
Protection from Exposure Fires, 75

‘Clearances, Heat Producing Agppliances, 71

Waterprosfing and Draning of Floors, '72

Glossary of Heatinﬁ Terms, 72

Reof Coverings, '7

Smoke & Meat Venling Guide, 68

Building Areas & Heights, ‘70

Ganerzl Storage, Outdoor, ‘75

Archives and Aecord Centers, '72

Marine Tesminals, Operation, "87

Ship Fire Signal, "49

Aircratt Rescue, Fire Fighting, Standard Oper-

at‘inf Pracedures, '73

Aireraft Rescue, Fire Fighting Services at Air-
ports, '75

VOLUME 16

Fire Dept. Handh’nf Crash Fires, ‘75

Airgraft Electrica! Maintenance, ‘735

Aircraft Oxygen Maintenance, 'J1

Aircralt Fuel System Mainterance, '72

Aircraft Cleaniag, Painting & Paint Remaoval, 71

Aircrafl Welding Qperatians in Hangars, 75

Aircraft Cabin Cleaning Dperations, '75

Airport Water Supply Systems, '75

Aircraft Interior Fire Protection, ‘73

Rircrafl Fire Investigalors Manual, 72

Guard Service in Fire Loss Peevention, 75

Salvaging Operations, 64

Facitities Handling Radicactive Malerials, "75

Nuclear Raactors, '74

Uniform Coding for Fire Protection, 73

Fite Reporting Fizld Incident Manvyal, '73

Pratection af Library Collections, ‘725

Pratection of Mussum Collections, 74

Fire Deparlment Aerial Ladders and Eievating
Patforms, ‘75
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SECTION 5. Explosives and Fireworks Displays

5.01. Manufacture, Transportation, Storage, Sale,

Possession, and Use of Explosive Materials - The standards and

reguirements stated and set forth in the August, 1974, "Suggested
Code of Regulations for the Manufacture, Transportation, Storage,
Sale, Possession, and Use of Explosive Materials"” published by
the Institute of Makers of Explosives (beihg Safety Library Pam-
phlet No. 3) with any and all subsequent revisions or amendments

to such publication, shall have the same force and effect and

shall control the same as if set out verbatim in these regulations

and are hereby adopted and promulgated by the State Fire Commission
as a part of the State Fire Code. .The references within such pub-
lication to an unidentified geographical area shall be read to be
references to the State of West Virginia. The references within

such publication to (1) the "issuing authority” and (2) the "authority
having jurisdiction" shall be read to be references to the State

Fire Marshal. The State Fire Marshal shall make use of the stan-
dards and requirements within said publication and the subsequent
revisions and amendments in all matters coming under his juris-
diction except where said publication may be in conflict with

the other standards and requirements of the State Fire Code in

which -event the said other standards and requirements shall control.
The procedure for granting and conduc£ing any administfative hear-
ings provided for in such publication is not incorporated as a

parf of this State Fire Code, bﬁt rather any person or entity
aggrieved by a final written decision of the State Fire Marshal shall
have the right of appeal and to an administrative and judicial hear-

ing as provided for in Section 16 hereof. The contents of Appendix-D
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contained in such publication is not incorporated as a part of
this State Fire Code. A copy of the aforesaid publication has
been filed with the Secretary of State and a copy of the Table

of Contents of said publication is included herewith. Informa-—
tion regarding the purchase of said "Suggested Code of Regulations
for the Manufacture, Transportation, Storage, Sale, Possession,
and Use of Explosive Materials" may be obtained by writing to

the Institute of Makers of Explosives, 420 Lexington Avenue, New
York, New York 10017.

5.02. Fireworks Displays ~ Operators of Public Fire-

works Displays, knwon as pyrotechnicians, shall be licensed by

the State Fire Marshal in accordance with the necessary training
and competency for conducting such displays. No public display
shall be held without a qualified pyrotechnician and the requisite
permit from the State Fire Marshal.

The foregoing is not intended as a comprehensive
treatment of this topic; for additional standards and require-
ments see the appropriate sections of the National Standards and
Codes c1ted in Section 4 of these rules and regulations and the
appropriate sections of Article 3, Chapter 29 of the West

Virginia Code.
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5.03. Institute of Makers of Explosives Suggested Code

of Regulations, Table of Contents -
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SECTION 6. Liquefied Petroleum Gases

The following. regulation is promulgated to provide
standards for materials, installations, facilities, equipment,
devices and appliances conducting, conveYing, consuming or other-
wise using liquefied petroleum gases in or in connection with
any building, étructure, or on any premises located in the
State of West Virginia; to provide.the State Fire Marshal with
a record of all liquefied petroleum gas installations in West
Virginia; and to protect the public from any improper installa-
tion that might be made in any school, churxch, or any other place
of public assembly.

Ail dealers in liquefied petroleum gases, by whatevef
name called, and all dealers or installers of tanks, units, and
equipment used in connection with said gas or gases shall before
operating or installing said tank units or equipment obtain a
permit, renewable annually, from the State Fire Marshal to operate
such tanks, units, and equipment. Such permit, or cbpy_thereof,
shall be posted at or near such tanks, units, or equipment.

No such déaler, or any person, shall construct an
installation for ligquefied petroleum gas in the State of West
Virginia for any scheool, church, or any other place of public
assembly, without first submitting to the State Fire Marshal
reasonably detailed sketches and specifications covering the
equipment to be installed and showing the manner in which such

person intends to construct the installation.
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The foregoing is not intended as a comprehensive
treatment of this topic; for additional standards and require-
- ments see the appropriate sections of the National Standards

and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.

SECTION 7. Educational Facilities—Fire Drills, Exits,
Reporting Fires, Inspections, etc.

Prior to the adoption of this State Fire Code, the
State Fire Marshal's Office had adopted regulations and circulated
a pamphlet on the subject matter of this Section of these rules
and regulations. Said pamphlet titled "West Virginia School
Fire Drill Manual" is hereinafter reproduced in its entirety and
the rules, regulations, and.requirements contained therein (as
~ hereinafter amended and changed) are hereby adopted and made a
part of the State Fire Code. The State Fire Marshal is specifi-
cally authorized to continue to make said pamphlet available to
the various schools for their use. |

The requirements set forth in numbered paragraph [2]

under Signal Regulations on page 5 of said pamphlet is amended

and changed to read as follows:

2. Whenever any of the school authorities deter-
mine that an actual fire exists, irrespective of the
extent or size of the fire, they shall immediately
call the local fire department using the public
fire alarm system or such other facilities as are
available.
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The requirement set forth in numbered paragraph 3
under Regulations and Procedures on page [3] of said pamphlet

is amended and changed to read as follows:

3. As all drills simulate an actual fire
condition, pupils shall not be allowed to obtain
clothing after the alarm is sounded, even when in
home rooms, on account of the confusion which
would result in forming the lines and the danger
of tripping over dragging apparel. Practice
drills shall be held during inclimate weater.

Such drills would be held at the regular dismissal

- time when the pupils are fully clothed for outdoors
by ringing the fire alarm signal. With such drills
there would be no necessity of a return signal. '

The requirements set forth in numbered paragraph [1]
under Colleges on page 6 of said pamphlet is amended and changed
to read as follows:

Fire drills shall be held during the school

year as deemed necessary by the college

authorities.

The treatment of this subject within this section and
sald pamphlet of necessity is not a comprehensive treatment of
the matters relating to this topic:; for additional standards and

requirements see the appropriate sections of the National Standards

and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.
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FOREWORD

Thiv schsol fire dritt manual s published by the West Virginiz State Fire
Murshals Office as an aid to sehool teachers in conducting fire drills. 1t s
mandatory that at least two fire drills be conducted cach month and that all
doors and evits be hept unloched and anfastened during schiool hours,

This nmianual is seat to schaoly that teachers may be properly instrueted in
the work of comducting drills, Orderhy and well executed fire deills may be the
rreans of saving tives.

Stuate Fire Marshal

FIRE DRILLS IN SCHOOLS

The first essential in the event of a fire in any school is to have the
children leave the building in an orderly manner and to reach a point
of safety without injury. Fire safety for school children must provide a
definite program by which the location of all the available exits will be
known to all the children. To accomplish this, it is necessary to have
frequent drills, well pltanned, properly supervised and intefligently
coordinated. When an actual fire occurs, the selection of the proper
exit should be made without hesitation. Speed in emptying buildings.
while desirable, should be made secondary to the maintenance of proper
order and discipline.

The purpose of any drill is to perform the operation a sufficient
number of times so that it is possible in an emergency to carry it
out in a natural, unhurried manner. Drills should be started during
the first three days of school in the fall term. The first drill should
be a slow-motion rehearsal, so that all the details can be explained -
and a full understanding obtained. Numerous other drills should be
held during the early part of the fall term until the evacuation of
the building becomes well established. Drills are to accustom chil-

[2]
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dren to the action which should be taken during a fire. A fire may
oceur at any minute, thercfore no fixed time should be set for any
drill {except the first), no notification should be sent to any teacher,
and the only ones notified should be those whose duty it is normally
to transmit an alurm to the fire department. To completely evacuate
the building is the main consideration and must always be horne in
nund.

In exccuting fire drifls, consideration should be given to the
health of the children, but cxeept: at such times when there are
cpidemics of colds, the short time that childien will be out of doors
seldom endangers their health even in severe cold weather. Fxit
drills should be planned and exccuted with the one thought of removing
the children to a point of safety, and in carrying out this plan the advice
and cooperation of the chief of the fire department should be requested.

Pherefore, insiew of the foregoing, the following state regulation
reliting to fire drills in all public and private schools are hereby
wdopted: : -

STATE REGUALTION

I. Al doors and exits in school buildings shall be kept unlocked
and unfastened during school hours, '

2. Fire drills shall be held at least twice a month during the
school year and three drills. shall be held the first two weeks of the
fall term. -

REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES

L. Drills shall be executed on different days of the week, and
at different hours of the day, during change of classes, when the
school is at assembly, during recess periods, ete, and in such a
manner as to destroy distinction between drills and actual fires. After
the first three fire exit drills of the fall term. all other drills should
be planned with one or more blocked exits without locking any exit.

2. If a drill is called when pupils are going up and down the stair-
ways. as during the time classes are changing, the pupils shall be in-
structed to form in file and immediately proceed to the nearest available
exitin an orderly manner. . §

.

3. As all drills simulate an actual fire condition, pupils shall not
be aliowed to obtain clothing after the alarm is sounded, even when in
hame rooms. on account of the confusion which would result in forming
the lines and the danger of tripping over dragging apparel.

(3
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4. Drills shall be in charge of the principal, teachers, or other
authorized person in each building, who shall keep a record of the
date of each drill and the time required to empty the building on the
State Fire Drill Report Form provided each school.

5. Every fire exit drill shall be an exercise in school management
for principal and teachers, with the chief purpose: of every drill complete
control of the class so that the teacher will form its ranks quickly and
silently, may halt it, turn it, or direct it as desired. Great stress shall
be faid upon the exceution of cach drill in a brisk, quict, and orderly

manner. Running shall be prohibited. In case there are pupils incapable.

of holding their places in a linc moving at a reasonable speed, provisions
shidl be made to have them taken care of by the more sturdy pupils,
moving independently of the regular line of march.

. for any reason, a line becomes blocked, some of the pupils
should be countermarched to another exit in order to prevent panie
conditions arising as a result of inactivity.

6. Monitors shall be appointed from the more mature pupils to
assist in the proper execution of all drills, They shall be instructed to
hold open doors in the line of march or to close doors where necessary
to prevent spread of fire or smoke. There shall be at least 2 substitutes
for each appointment so as to provide for proper performance in case of
absence of the regular monitors. The searching of toilet or other rooms
shall be the duty of the teachers or other members of the staff. If the
teachers are to do the searching, it should be done after they have
joined their classes to the preceding lines. '

7. Each class or group shall proceed to a predetermined point out-
side the building and remain there while a check is made to see that
all are accounted for, leaving only when a recall signal is given to return
to the building, or when dismissed. Such points shall be sufficiently
far away from the building and form ecach other as to avoid danger
from any fire in the building, interference with fire department opera-
tions, or confusion between different classes or groups.

Where necessary for drill lines to cross roadways, signs reading
“STOP! SCHOOL FIRE DRILL” or equivalent, shall be carried by
monitors to the traffic intersecting points in order to stop traffic during
the period of the drill.

Wherever possible, drill lines should not cross a street or highway,
especially where the traffic is heavy. It is recommended that where
drill Tines must cross roadways, a police officer, school janitor, or a male

teacher acting as a traffic officer be on duty to control traffic during

drills.

[4]

—].9_ . -




Signal Repualtions:

1. All fire cxit drill alarms shall be sounded on the fire alarm
system and not on the signal system used to dismiss classes. '

2. Whenever any of the school authorities determine that an actual
fire exists, they shall immediately call the local fire department using
the public fire alarm system or such other facilitics as are available.

3. In order that pupils will not be returned to a building which is
burning, the recall signal shall be one that is scparate and distinet from
and cannot be mistaken for any other signals. Such signals may be
given by distinctive colored flags or banners. If the recall signal is elee-
trical, the push buttons or other controls shall be kept under lock, the
key for which shall be in the possessicn of the principal or some other
designated person in order to prevent a recall at a time when there is a
fire. Regardless of the method of recall, the wneans of giving the signal
shall be kept under a lock.

Inspection Regulations:

1. It shall be the duty of principals and teachers to inspect all exit
facilities daily in order to make sure that all stairways, doors, and
other exits are in proper condition.

2. Open plan buildings require extra surveillance to ensure that
exit paths are maintained clear of obstruction and are obvious.

3. Particular attention should be given to keeping all doors unlocked,
having doors closed which serve to protect the safety of paths of egress
(such as doors on stairway enclosures) and under no conditions blocked
open, keeping outside stairs and fire escape stairs free from all obstruc-
tions and clear of snow and ice, allowing no accumulation of snow or
ice or materials of any kind outside exit doors which might prevent
the opening of the door or interfere with rapid escape from the building.

4. Any condition likely to interfere with safe exit should be immedi-
ately corrected if possible, otherwise reported at once to the appropriate
authorities. '

5. “Practice drills” may be held during inclement weather. Such
drills would be held at the regular dismissal time, when the pupils are
fully clothed, by using the exit drill alarm signal. With such drills there
would be no necessity of a return signal. .

6. Cards of instruction should be conspicuously posted describing
the procedure of the drills.

Special Provisions:

1. No elevator(s) shall be used for purposes of evacuating students,

(5}
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teachers, or other employees occupying the building during a fire alarm
signal.

2. Special arrangements shall he made to evacuate the handicapped
student(s) as mentioned in repulation S under Regulation & Procedures,

3. The Fire Marshals of the State Fire Marshal's Office during the
school year will be conducting fire drills for cvaluation as to the offec-
tiveness of such drills for the safe evaciition of the accupants,

COLLEGES

I Fire dritls shall be held at a misimum of 5 times a school
NCILE,

2. Drills should be conducted in accordance with regulation and
procedures item [ for public and private schools, excluding the last
sentence. '

3. The drills are for the purpose of saving lives and achicving
siafe evacuation in recognition of a fire alarn signal,

The following article on School Fire Drills by T. Alfred Fleming,
Supervisor, Conservation Dept.. National Board of Fire Underwriters,
appearing in “The Readers Digest™ and condensed from the Kiwani
Magazine, is reprinted with permission of the Readers Digest. '

ARE FIRE DRILLS A FARCE IN YOUR SCHOOLS?

School authorities- too often feel that because they’ve never had
a fire, they're never going to have one, This cruel fallacy is a menace
to the lives of American school children, for actually there. are five
school fires a day in this country. We cannot, unfortunately, eliminate
all of them. But we can, by efficient fire drills, get our children out of
burning buildings safely,

Most school fire drills are wretchedly inadequate; some actually
dangerous. In a shocking number of cases, constricted exits make
quick evacuation of the building impossible with any kind of drill.
Even seemingly adequate drill systems are usually so poorly planned
that they would collapse under the panic conditions of a real fire,

The local fire chief and I visited a New England public school
to witness a drill for which it had become famous. The school principal
was cordiality itself; he would be happy to call a drill if we could
wait until he finished an urgent matter. Handing his secretary a hastily
scribbled note, he completed his business, then invited us to pull . any
alarm box in the school. The drill was marvelously efficient. But when

(6]
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the chiel asked my opinion of it, 1 handed him a crumbled note I snag-
ged from the secrtary’s wastebasket. It read: *Tell teachers o announce
fire drill in five minutes.”

The chief returned to the school immediately. Entering unnoticed,
he pulled the ncarest alarm In a split sccond, pandemonium reigned.
The wild-cyed principal came racing down the ball. Children piled out
of classrooms like rats from a sinking ship. Teachers screamed futile
instructions which only added to the bedlam. The school famed for its
perfect drill was in tumult because this time cvery one thought it really
was a fire!

In a “drill at a three-story North Dakota school 1 saw teachers
dismiss the first floor before calling pupils from the second. Last of all,
the Kindergarten tots were summoned from the top story--notwith-
standing the fact that rising heat makes the top floor the deadliest. In
any kind of blaze these children would have been burned to a crisp.

In another school, the fire bell. brought pupils from the top floor
rushing downstairs with their hats and coats, while those from the lower
floor raced upstairs! Why? The cloakroom was on the upper floor, and
the principal blithely cxplained that “the children must get their wraps.”
[t scems that his son had once caught cold going out barcheaded.

The catalogue of folly is endless. In a Declaware school [ saw 37
student-teachers remain on the top floor through a drill, contending
indignantly that they weren’t under the school jurisdiction! In a Penn-
syhunia high school the print shop, domestic science and mechanical
training departments were excused from drill because, as 1 was told,
“it would interfere with their work.” A quite general practice is to leave
crippled boys and girls sitting in their seats during fire drill.

Such criminal ignorance is nation-wide, and it takes its ghastly
toll. T saw with my own eyes a schoel fire in Collingwood, Ohio, in
which 173 children perished. In Peabody, Mass., a volcano of scorching
smoke fatally engulfed 22 girls and boys. The blackened remains of
77 children were raked out of the ashes of a Camden, S. C., school-
house, Ninety percent of our schools are still shameful firetraps! '

Even a well-constructed school can become a pyre if pupils are not
methodically instructed. Good construction or bad, a well organized
fire drill can work miracles. At Timnath, Col, 223 pupils walked
through smoke so thick they had to hold hands to avoid going astray
in the halls! In Milwaukee 950 children came through in perfect discipline,
though the blaze did $35,000 damage in 15 minutes; and 475 youngsters
in Fort Worth made their way to safety despite the fact that two stair-
ways had been cut off.

(71
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These children who escaped were no braver or smarter than
those who have perished in school fires; the only difference was that
they had been taught fire-drill discipline.

I should like to convert every school official and parent to the
Texas system, where the study of fire hazards is included in every
curriculum, and two fire drills a2 month are held in all schools. Student
committees have charge of the drills, and often call them themselves.

Early each term in every school older pupils are appointed Room
Captains, Floor Captains, and Fire Marshals, All have speeific duties:
one-is responsible for assisting lame or crippled schoelmates: another for
sceing that lis room is empty before closing the door: still another leads
the fine from his floor; others check on cloakrooms and toilets to see
that they are vacant. Al signals are given by hand to prevent shouting
and confusion. The whole pracess of cmptying a school completely
should not require maore than two munutes. If it takes longer, the situation
calls for investigation,

Before any dnlis are held, the students have what football coaches
would call “skull practice.” The location of the primary and secondary
exits for cach group is made clear: the treacherous behavior of fire is
dramatized. In short, the pupils are taught what a fire drill really is, and
why they must do certain things.

A feature of the Texas system is the “obstructed drill” which
gives the children practice in emergency thinking. A large red ball is
Recrcll) placed on some stairway or fire escape, indicating that this
exit is cut off. Located so the students don’t see it until the last moment,
it comes as a surprise, But they turn calmly to another exit!

When the building is evacuated, teachers quickly call the roll,
since it is vital to account for every occupant immediately. The danger
of not doing so was demonstrated at a South Carolina fire where
seven pupils, safely outside, ran back for their wraps and were cremated.
A happier example was the conflagration at Wellesley College where the
rolt call showed eight girls miscing in time to rescue them.

You've been lucky if your school has never had a fire. But don’t
stretch your fire luck too far. 1 have seen it change too often, when
children, undrilled, and paralyzed with fear, have been burned to death, .
Such tragedies rend a community with wild and useless remorse. The
wise course is to resolve that the school children of your community
be prepared to meet the fire emergency that sooner or later comes to
every school.
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SECTION 8. Educational Facilities—Specific Requirements for
Upgrading of Existing Educational Facilities

The following requirements must be met for upgrading
of existing educational facilities to Satisfy fire prevention

and fire safety standards.

(1) Provide exiting as required and set forth

in Volume 9 of "The National Fire Codes."”

(2) Provide enclosure of verticle openings as

required and set forth in Volume 9 of "The National Fire Codes."

(3) Provide fire alarm systems as set forth

herein in Section 15.

(4) Provide a proper fire separation of cne
(1) hour in all hazardous areas as required and set forth in

Volume 9 of "The National Fire Codes.”

{5) No additions or alterations shall be approved’
unless substandard fire safety conditions in the existing

facility are upgraded to acceptable standards.




(6) The foregoing is not intended to be the
only requirements to be imposed but are above-stated for
emphasis. = Additional requirements and standards in the
appropriate sections of the National Standard Codes cited
in Section 4 of these rules and regulations also must be

satisfied.

SECTION 9., Sprinkler Protection

all hursing, convalescent, old age, custodial care,
and long term or extended care homes.or institutions, existing
and new, regardless of the type of construction, shall be pro-
vided with complete automatic sprinkler protection in accordance
with Standard 13 contained within the aforesaid National Fire
Codes.

Note: This section is set forth to clarify the
requirement as stated and is not intended as a.comprehensive
treatment of this topic; for additional standards and requiré—
ments, see the appropriate sections of the National Standards

and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.
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SECTION 10. Carpeting

All carpeting and other floor coverings used within the
State of West Virginia shall have a flame spread of no more than
75, smoke. development factor of no more than 150, by test report
from a nationally recognized testing laboratory. This test is
the Steiner Tunnel Test in accordance with Standard 225 contained
within aforesaid The National Fire Codes. This test report shall._
bg supplied by the manufacturer. This reguirement shall nbﬁ
apply as to one and two family dwellings.

The foregoing is not intended as a comprehensive treat-
ment of this topic; for additoinal standards and requirements see
the appropriate sections of the National Standards and Codes

cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.

SECTION 1l. Maintenance of Fire Hazard; Order for Correcting
Condition, Removal of Material, Repair, Demolition,
etc.; Order to Contain Hotice to Comply and Right

to Appeal, _

Whenever the State Fire Marshal, by and through person
working under his direction, shall determine (based upon the State
Fire Code and/or on the experience and knowledge applied in the
operation of his office). (1) that any building or structure has
been constructed, altered, or repaired in a manner violatinglthe
State Fire Code as promulgated prior to the commencement of such
construction, alterations, or repairs, or (2) that anf building

or other structure or property of any kind, which, for want of
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rep-irs, or by reason of its age, dilapidated, or abandéned con-
diton or for any othér reason constitutes a fire hazard, and

is located or constructed so as to constitute a danger to other
buiidings, property, persons, life, or limb, or (3) that in any
bui iding or upon any premises there is located any combustible,
flamﬂab]e or explosive substance or material, or other condition,
dancercus to the safety of persons occupying the building Qf
presises and adjacent'premiées and property, then the State

¥ir Marshal shall order such condition or thing to be corrected,
o: ¢ombustible, etc., items to be removed, or such building.or-

b fdings to be repaired, closed to occupants, or removed, as
revjuired by the circumstances, and such order shall be promptly
comgilied with by the o#ner, agent, occupant, and lessee of such .
prenises, place, propérty, or thing. 'Any such order méy be termed
ir the alternative, e.g., allowing repair and if not repaired then
rocurire demolition., Any such order by the State Fire Marshal

: sneiudes that a fire hazard exists, shall advise what repairs,
¢t¢,, and/for demolitioﬁ, must be accomplished, shail.adyise that
¢oapliance therewith shall be completed within thirty (30) days

¢! issuance, shall advise that in the event of noncompliance the

S.:uin Fire Marshal is authorized by statute to enter into and upon
{i premises affected by such order and cause the building,
eructure;'premiseé, or thing to be repalred, torn down,.materials
yemeoved and all dangerous conditions to be remedied (as the case

1oy he) at the expense of the owncr, and shall advise that the
v joct order can be contested by entering an appeal to the State

o
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SECTION 12. Self-Service Gasoline Stations

All self-service gasoline stations shall monitor the
dispensing of Class I flammable liquids by an attendant. This
shall not be hisconstrued to allow the attendant to be from
view of pumps while Class I, Flammable Liquid is being dispensed.

.Note: This section is set forth to clarify the
requirement as stated and is not intended as a comprehensive
treatment of this topic; for additional standards and require-
ments see the appropriate sections of the National Standards

and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and requlations.

SECTION 13. Fire Safety Equipment—>Misuse or Abuse

The intentional misuse or abuse by any person(s) of
any fire safety equipment, e.g., protable fire extinguishers,
fire alarm systems, sprinkler system components, etc., is
strictly prohibited and any conduct amounting to such inten-
tional misuse or abuse shall be in violation of these rules

and regulations.

SECTION 14. High Rise Buildings-Fire Safety Standards
and Requirements

14.01. General - All new buildings or structures more

than forty (40) feet in height, measured from the lowest grade
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level to the highest point of the structuré, shall be subject
to the rules and regulations set forth herein for high rise
buildings. These high rise regulations shall not nullify or
interfere with existing city ordinances or local laws now or
hereafter adopted relative to this subject, which imposé more
restrictive standards or regquirements. Note, the rules and
regulations provided in this section of the State Fire Code
are not intended to be a comprehensive treatment of this topic;
for additional standards and requirements.see ﬁhe appropriate
sections of the National Standards and dees cited in Section 4
of these rules and regulations.

Complianée with the rules and regulations set forth
in thié section is not reguired if the following conditions
are satisfied: (1) the high rise building or structure in question
is for industrial occupancy exclusively; and, (2) the high rise
building or structure in question is.for thé use of a business
entity that has obtained a Section 14 written exemption certificate
from the State Fire Marshai. Such an exemption certificate from
the State Fire Marshal will be granted by the State Fire Marshal
upon satisfactory documentation being delivered by the business
entity seeking such exemption demonstrating to the satisfaction
of the State Fire Marshal that it: (a} has an internal engineering

department staffed with professional engineers, (b} has a paid,
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‘ trained, and professional internal safety department, and (c)
has a paid fire brigade as defined in the National Fire Codes
referred to in Section 4 of these Rules and Requlations.

14.02. Automatic Fire Entinguishing System - Any

building or structure used for human occupancy, regardless of
éonstruction, shall have an approved automatic fire extinguish-
ing system throughout the entire building installed in éécordance
with the National Fire Codes.

14.03. Access - A minimum of two sides of the building

shall remain accessible to fire department operatioﬁS-at all times.

14.04. Compartmentation - Compartmentation shall be
provided in every building to provide areas of refuge for the

building's occupants. This may be provided by:

(1} a. Installation of a horizontal exit
dividing a story into two areas of
approximately the same size and not
exceeding 30,000 square feet.

b. Sub-dividing the building into 5
story compartments by interrupting
the stairshaft with smoke barriers
every 5th floor, or through the use
of smokeproof enclosures for all
stairways, or any other method which
will protect against the movement of
smoke from one compartment to
another. '
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(2)  Horizontal exit walls used for com-
partmentation of building shall have
no opening which permits transferral
of smoke from one compartment to the
other except for required exits.

(3) Fire damper shall be activated by the
smoke detector in the duct or area and
shall close in the compartmentation
wall. All compartmentation walls shall
meet the reguirements of smoke barrier
partitions as well as have the required
fire resistive rating.

14.05. Fire Alarm System - The fire alarm'system shall

conform to the standards and requirements imposed by Section 4
and Section 15 of these rules and regulations.

14.06. Fire Department Communication System - Any

building or structure used for human occupancy, regardless of
construction, that is seventy~-five (75) feet in height or greater
measured from the lowést grade level to the highest point of the
structure, shall have an approved continuously electrically super-
vised fire department communication systems. |

14.07. Central Control Station - A central control

station for Fire Department operations shall be provided in a
location approved by thé State Fire Marshal or the designated or
approvedllocal fire authority having jurisdiction. It shall contain
the fire department voice communication system panel, fire detection
and alarm system panels, status indicators and controls or
elevators and air handling systems, a public telephone, sprinkler
valve, water flow indicators, and stand-by controls.

14.08. Emergency Power - A permanently installed emer-

gency power generation system conforming to Standard 70 of the

National ¥ire Codes shall be provided.
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All power, lighting, signal, and communication

facilities, required by these rules and regulations or other-
wise, shall be transferable to the stand-by power system.
The emergency system shall be of sufficient effective-

‘ness to provide service to, but not limited to, the following:

Fire Alarm System

Exit & Other Emergency Lighting

Fire Protection Equipment

.  Regquired Mechanical Ventilation

Fire Department Elevator

. Fire Department Communication System.

i o o

14.09. Smoke Control - Natural or mechanical ventilation

for the removal of the products of combustion shall be provided in

every story and shall consist of one or more of the following:

(1) Panels or windows in the exterior wall
which can be opened from an approved
location other than the fire floor.
Such venting facilities shall be pro-
vided at the rate of 20 square feet
per 50 lineal feet of exterior wall in
each story, whichever is greater, and
distributed around the perimeter at
nor more than 50 foot intervals. Such
panels shall be clearly identified as
required by the State Fire Marshal or
the designated or approved local fire
authority having jurisdiction.

(2) Tempered glass may be used in lieu of
openable panels.

(3) Withcomplete automatic extinguishment
system installed, the mechanical air hand-
ling equipment may be designed to assist
smoke removal. Under fire conditions,
the return and exhaust air shall be
moved directly to the outside without
recirculation to other sections of
the building. '
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(4)

(5)

A shaft through which smoke and heat

can be mechanically wvented to the out-

doors may be provided. The size of the

shaft shall be uniform throughout and of

such dimensions as to provide 60 air changes
per hour in the largest compartment served
anywhere in the building. Openings into

the shaft shall be protected with an
automatic single piece shutter located

as high in the room as possible and

designed to vent the entire compartment.

Any other design which will produce equi-
valent results subject to the approval by
state fire marshal or the designated or
approved local fire authority having
jurisdiction. '

14.10. Concessions - The following concessions can be

considered when the building is completely protected by an approved

automatic extinguishment system.

(1)

(2)

Fire resistive time periods may be
reduced by one hour in the following
assemblies:

{(a) Interior bearing walls

(b} Exterior bearing walls

(¢) All non-bearing walls

(d) Beams & trusses supporting roofs

- {e) Beams supporting floors and roofs

Example: 3 hour wall reduced to a 2 hour.

No concession can be allowed, however,
which would result in the corridor walls
having less than one hour separation.
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SECTION 15, Pire Alarm Systems

15.01. General Requirements for all Occupancies -

(1) Sprinkler system(s) installed - The 0S & Y and
P.I.V. Valves shall be electrically supervised and tied into
the trouble side of the alarm.

(2) Sprinkler System shall be tied in with main
alarm system so when activated the alarm will sound.

(3) Fire Alarm System shall have self-contained smoke
detector ﬁnits in single family dwelling apartments with under
12 units iﬁ a single building of less than four (4) stories in
accofdance with .Standard 74 of The National Fire Codes.

(4) All fire alarm systemIWiring shall be placed in
metal conduits or metal raceways and ihstalled in accordance
with Thé National Electfiéal Code requirements and those of
Standards 72-A and 72-B of The National Fire Codes.

{5) All fire alarm systems including all components
(panel, eﬁc.) éhall be electrically supervised throughout except
when spedifically exempted by definition herein and also shall
be tied in ahead of the main power disconnect, unless secondary
power source is required. Dry cell batteries shall not bé used
to supervise or supply any component of the fire alarm system.
Exception: Secondary source of power where required shall be
provided and utilization of a trickle-charge, rechargeable
batteries are acceptable. (Automotive type batteries prohibitive)

(6) All Institutional Occﬁpancies' fire alarm systems
shall be tied into the fire department legally serving that

facility or area, subject to the approval of the State Fire
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Marshal, or to a central communication center responsible for
receiving emergency calls with 24-hour surveillance..
(7)  All heating, air conditioning, ventilation systems
greater than 2,000 CFM and less than 15,000 CFM shall'have a
smoke detector in the return air for direct automatic shut down,
to close main dampers and to sound alarm in the event of fire.
(a) All heating, air conditioning, ventilation
systems greater than 15,000 CFM shall have
smoke detectors installed in both supply
and return air ducts to shut down equip-
ment and sound alarm in event of fire,
2nd-close main dampers. Smoke detector
with no return air (100% outside air) not
required on intake side of unit.
(b} Detectors shall be zoned to indicate
floor and/or area of origin on fire
alarm annunciator panel. A single air
handling unit for the facility shall only
reflect notification on Fire Alarm Panel.
(8) Sounding devices shall be of such character and
8o located as to arouse all occupants of the facility or building
thereof endangered by fire and shall be different than any other
system which utilizes bells for notification other than fire.
Visual devices shall be provided in occupancies subject to the
authority having jurisdiction. Exception: All Institutiocnal
Occupancies shall have chimes in patient sleeping areas.
(9) Manual pull stations shall be located at all
required fire exits with no station greater than 200 feet of

each other. Manual pull stations to be of same general opera-

tional type. See specific occupancy for additional requirements.
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Exception: Educational facilities that have exits from each class-
foom to the outside shall not be requiréd to héVe the manual pull
station. This exception does not apply if no corridor exist.

(10) Thermal detectors are required in the following

hazardous areas in all occupancies requiring a fire alarm system:

{a) Elevator shafts r/r
(b) Attic and cockloft spaces r/r
(c}) Storage Rooms r/r
(d) Furnace or boiler rooms (Fixed Temp.)
{(e) Janitor's closets r/r _
(f) Kitchens & utility rooms (Fixed Temp.)
{g) Laboratories, Home Ed., Wood-

working Shops, Auto Shops, r/r

& Locker rooms
Exception: If the building is completely
sprinklered - Thermal detectors
are not regquired.

(11) Smoke detectors are required in the following areas
in all occupancies requiring fire alarm system:
(a) Electrical panel rooms
(b) Corridors which have adjacent sleeping rooms
(c) Computer, computer tape storage rooms,
computer room sub-floor area
(d) Auditorium stages if not sprinklered.
Smoke detectors where required shall be placed a
maximum of 15 feet from end of corridor and walls and
30 feet on centers. Variance to these requirements
must have submission of technical data to support
exceeding these distance requirements.
(12) A building or structure being used for more
than one occupancy must comply with the fire alarm system require-

ments of all such occupancies, and where inconsistent must satisfy

the more stringent of the requirements.
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(13) All structurally connected buildings shall have
one fire alarm system.

(14) Having an approved Fire Alarm system will not
negate the necessity of.satisfying other requirements of the
State Fire Code.

(15) All fire alarm systems, prior to installation,
requires approval by the State Fire Marshal or by his designated
or-approvéd'local fire éuthority. Fire alarm systems not
installed within one year must be resubmitted to the State
Fire Marshal (or his designated or approved local fire authority)
for approval prior to installation, unless prior authorization
for exﬁension has bheen granted.

These general requirements and the specific requirements
following in this section of the State Fire Code musf be met; for
additional standards and regquirements (which likewise must be
complied with) see the appropriate sections of the National
Standards and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and
regulations.

15.02. Requirements for Educational Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required in all educational
occupancies, and such a system must meet the requirements and
standards as provided herein, educational occupancies include
all buildings used for the gathering of persons for the purposes
of instruction. Educational occupancies include (but are not

limited to):
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Schools Academies

Universities Nursery Schools
Colleges ' Kindergartens
Head Start Libraries

Day Care Facilities (all ages)
Sheltered Work Shops

(2) The standards and requirements provided for above
in this section under General Reguirements For All Occupancies
shall be compiied with in all educational occupancies as if
herein restated verbatim.

(3) Open Plan Classroom Concepts will require a cdmplete
smoke detection system throughout the faciiity. Exception: Area
under 2,000 square feet without visual impairment shall not
necessitate a.smoke detection system.

(4) Day Care Centers shall have smoke detectors installed
on the ceiling of each story in front of the doors to the stairways
and at no greater than 30 feet spacing in the corridors of all
floors occupied by the center. Detectdrs shall also be iﬁstalled
in lounges and recreation areas in centers.

(5) Annuniciator panel is to be readily accessible to
local fire department personnel if more than.one zone is required
or provided.

(6) Alarm audible signal shall be the horn type.

(7) Electrical fire alarm panel shall be readily
accessible to authorized personnel. |

{8) R/R Thermal detectors are required in all
Rest Rooms.

.(9) Interior room(s) require smoke detectors 30 feet

on centers and 15 feet from walls throughout the corridors.
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An interior room is one which does not have a
door or window directly to the outside of the building-whiéh
is of such size aé to provide for emergency evacuaﬁion.

(10) Smoke detectors shall be in all corridors.
Exception{ Single story buildings with direct exiting to the
exterior from every room via a door.

15.03. Requirements for Assembly Occupancy -

(1} A firm alarm system is required in all places
of assembly, and such a system must meet the requirements as
provided herein. Places of assembly include, but are not limited
to, all buildings or portions of buildings used for gathering
together 50 or more persons. Places of assembly shall include
those facilities used for such purposes as deliberation, worship,
entertainment, amusement, or awaiting transporﬁation. Assembly

occupancies include (but are not limited to):

Theaters Churches

Motion Picture Theaters Dance Halls

Assembly Halls ' Club Rooms

Exhibition Halls - Passenger Facilities,
Museums terminals of air, surface,
Skating rinks underground, and marine
Gymnasiums . _ public transportation
Bowling Lanes facilities

Fool Rooms Recreation Piers
Armories Courthouse

Mortuary Chapels - Conference Rooms
Restaurants Broadcasting Studios

Assembly occupancies used for any educational purposes, e.g.,
kindergarten or early childhood secondary education, shall be
classed as educational facilities and the fire alarm requirements

provided for Educational Occupancy must be met.
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(2) The standards and requirements provided for ahove
in this section under General Requirements for all Occupancies
shall be complied with in all assembly occupancies as if herein
restated verbatim.

(3) Annunicator panel and/or fire alarm panel are to
be readily accessible to Fire Department and inspection personnel.

(4) Movie theaters will not be required to provide
-sounding audible device, but alerting personnel within movie
theater and of local Fire Department of the alarm is required.

15.04. Requirements for Instjtutional Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required in all institu-
tional:occupancies, and such a system must meet the requirements
and standards as provided herein. Institutional buildings are
those used for purposes such as medical or other treatment of
care of persons suffering from physical or mental illness,
disease, or infirmity; for the care of infants; convalescents
or aged persons; and for penal or corrective purposes. Insti-
tutional buildings provide sleeping facilities for the occupants
and are occupied by persons who are mostly incapable of self-
preservation because of age, physical or mental disability, or
because of security measures not under the occupant's control.

| (2) The standards and‘requirements provided for
above in section under General Requirements for all Occupancies
shall be complied with in all institutional occupancies as if

herein restated verbatim.
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(3) Institutional occupancies are hereinafter placed
in Groups A, B, and C and these designations then used to indicate
which group or grdups must comply with the stated requirement,

all as follows:

GROUPS

A. Health Care Facilities
Hospitals
Nursing Homes

B. Residential - Custodial Care
Nurseries
Home for the Aged -~ (Group Home/Group Residence)
Mentally Retarded Care Institutions
Detoxification Center or Homes

C. Residential - Restrained Care
Penal Institutions
Reformatories
Jails
Detention Homes
Group Homes for Juveniles

REQUIREMENTS
A, B, and C (a} Annuniciator Panel is to be readily
accessible to Fire Department Personnel
(b) Electrical Fire Alarm Panel shall be
readily accessible to authorized per-—
sonnel.
A and B {c} An approved automatic smoke detection

system shall be installed in all corridors
of hospitals, nursing homes, and residential-
custodial care facilities. Smoke detectors
shall be spaced 30 feet on centers and '
no more than 15 feet from any wall or exit.

{(d) Manual pull stations shall be installed
- every 50 feet throughout the facility in
patient room areas starting no more than
15 feet from ends of corridors. All
other manual pull stations are in accor-
dance with general requirements.




A (e) Hospitals and Nursing Home fire alarm
systems shall have annuniciators located
at all nurse's stations, the telephone
switchboard, and at such other super-
vised locatlons from whlch assistance
may be summoned. :

(& (f) Smoke detectors shall be installed in
: corridors of jail cell. If no corridor
exists, the installation shall be at the
highest point of the cell area. A metal
cage for protection from occupant's
abuse is advised and shall not 1nterfere
w1th the oOperation.

(g) Smoke detectors shall be installed in
corridors of reformatories for rehabili-
tation where sleeping facilities exist.
If no corridors are provided, smoke
detectors are required in sleeping rooms.

15.05. Requirements for Residential Occupancy -

(1} A fire alarm éystem is required for each of the.
herein enumerated groﬁps of residential buildingé, and such
system must meet the requirements and standards provided herein.
A residential building is one in which sleeping accomodations
are provided for normal residential purposes aﬁd include all build-
ings designed to provide sleeping accomodations, but shall not
include those buildings classified and used for institutional
occupancy.

(2) The standards and requirements provided for
above in section under General Requirements for all Occupancies
shall be complied with in all institutional occupancies as if

herein restated verbatim.
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(3) Residential Occupancies are hereinafter placed
in Groups A, B, C, D, and E, and these designations then used to

indicate which group or groups must comply with the stated require-

ment, all as follows:

‘GROUPS

A. Hotels'Motels/Lodging or Roomlng Houses - 4
Or more people

B. Apartments

C. Dormitories, Orphanages for age 6 years and older
D. Dwelling units - 12 or more, Town Houses

E. Group Homes, Halfway Houses

REQUIREMENTS

_ A. (Hotels/Motels/Lodging or Rooming Houses with
| 4 or more guests)

(a) Smoke detectors shall be installed 15 feet
- prior to any wall and located 30 feet on
centers throughout all inside corridors.

{b) Manual pull stations shall be located at
each stairway exit and elevator lobby with no .
manual pull stations exceeding 200 feet
separations and located inside corridors.

(c} Motels (single story) shall have manual pull
stations every 75 feet on exterior walls (minimum
requirement shall be at least one.)

B. (Apartments)

(a) Apartment buildings having more than 12 units or
' three or more stories in height shall have a
fire alarm system.

(b) Manual pull stations at each floor levél located
at exits.

- {c} Smoke detector(s) shall be installed in each
apartment located prior to entrance to bedrooms.
Depending upon configuration of rooms will
dictate the number of detectors required.

This detector(s) is to be tied into the main
alarm system. :
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(The detectors in apartments may be a separate
system for the building to alert apartment
personnel of alarm. The corridor smoke
detectors, manual pull stations, etc., when
activated shall sound general alarm.)

(d) Apartment buildings containing mofe than 12 units
or more than three stories in height shall have
smoke detectors installed 30 feet on centers and
15 feet from ends of corridors.

C. (Dormitorv)

(a) Smoke detectors shall be installed in all corridors
of sleeping room areas spaced 30 feet on centers
and 15 feet from any wall or ends of corridors.

(b) All rooms not properly separated from corridors
shall have smoke detectors spaced same as C-{(a).

EXAMPLE: Large entrance such as a lobby, etc.
D. (Dwelling Units - 12 or more, Town Houses)
(a) Same reguirements are imposed as for apartments.-
E. (Group Homes - Halfway Houses)

(a) ©Smoke detectors shall be installed in all corridors
of sleeping room areas spaced 30 feet on centers
and 15 feet from any wall or ends of corridors.

(b) 2ll rooms not properly separated from corridors

-shall have smoke detectors spaced same as E-(a).

15.06. - Requirements for Mercantile Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required in all mercantile
occupancies over 3,000 square feet, and such system must meet the
requirements and standards as provided herein. Mercantile
Occupancies include stcres, markets, and other rooms, buildings,
‘or structures for the display.and sale of merchandise. Included

'in this occupancy group are:
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Class A & B Stores as defined by Life Safety Code

Supermarkets Drugstores
Department Stores : Auction Rooms
- Shopping Centers Malls

(2) The standards and requirements provided for
above in section under General Requirements for all Occupanéies
shall be complied with in all mercantile occupancies as if
‘herein restated verbatim.

(3) Unprotected or undivided attic space, cocklofts,
will require thermal detectors throughout.

(4} - However, if the mercantile occupancy has a complete
and approved sprinkler protection system, a fire alarm syétem is

not reguired.

~15.07. Requirements for Business Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required in all business
occupancies having a combined capacity of fifty or more occupants
and such system must comply with the standards and requirements
provided for above in this section under General Requirements
for all Occupancies.

{2) Business Buildings are thoée used for the trans-
action of business.(other than fhat covered under'Mercantile),
for the keeping of accounts and records, and similar purposes.

Included (but not limited to) in this occupancy group are:

Doctors' Offices Town Halls
Dentists’ Offices Courthouses -
City Halls General Offices
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15.08. Requirements for Industrial and Storage

OccuEancX'—

(1) A fire alarm system is required in Industrial
and Storage Occupancies as stipulated in "The National Fire
Codes" (N.F.P.A. Standard 101).

(2) Industrial and Storage Occupancies is used herein
as defiﬁed in The National Fire Codes (Life Safety Code) referred

to in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.
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SECTION 16. Order or Decision of the State Fire Marshal; and
Appeals and Procedure for Appeals from such Orders
or Decisions

Any person aggrieved by an order or final written deci-
sion of the State Fire Marshal based upon or_made in the course
of the administration or enforcement of the provisions of Article
3 of Chapter 29 of the Official Code of the State of West Virginia
or based upon or_made'pursuant to these rules and regulations,
and desiring to contest such order or decision may enter an
appeal from such order or decision to the State Fire Commission.
Preserving the right to have such an appeal and the manner of
proceeding with the resulting confested case shall be governed
by the following rules and regulations and by the corresponding
state statutes, i.e., West Virginia Code § 29-3-1 et seq. and
West Virginia Code, Chapter 29A.

16.01. State Fire Marshal's Order and Decisions are

Final and Conclusive - Any order or final written decision of the

State Fire Marshal based upon or made in the course.of the
administration or enforcement of the provisions of Afticle 3

of Chapter 29 of the official Code of the State of West Virginié,
or based upon or made pursuant to these rules and regulations,
shall be final and conclusive, unless vacated or modified upon
review purstant to the appeal rights and procedures provided

by sald statute and these rules and regulations.

16.02. West Virginia Code § 29-3-12(g) and (h) Inquiry

and Investigation - The testimony which may be obtained by the

State Fire Marshal pursuant to the authority stated in West
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Virginia Coder§'29—3—12(g) and (h) shall be obtained without
compliance with the provisions set forth in these Rules and
Regulations governing "Procedure in Contested Cases." Where
appropriate, a subseguent order by the State Fire Marshal
relating to the testimony so obtained shall, the same as any
other order by the State Fire Marshal, be subject to the appeal

rights provided in West Virginia Code § 29-3-1, et seq.

16.03. Aﬁpeal Petition - The appeal petition is to be
typewritten, styled "Appeal Petition," and submitted with an
original and one (1) copy. It shall be complete in itself so
as to fully state the matters contested. No telegram, telephone
call, or similar communication will be regarded as an appeal
petition. The petition must contain and include the following:
(1) a copy of the order or decision of the State Fire Marshal
being contested; (2) a clear and concise assignment of each
error which the petitioner alleges to have been committed by
the State Fire Marshal in issuing said order or decision with
each assignment of error.being shown in separately numbered para-
graphs; (3) a clear and concise statement of fact upon which the
petitioner relies as sustaining its assignment of errors; (4) the
address petitioner desires to have all notices; documents, and the.
final order mailed to; (5) the telephqne number or numbers vhere
petitioner can be contacted; (6) the names and addresses of all
persons having any ownership interest in the property which
is thé subject of the State.Fire Marshal's order being contested;
(7} a prayer setting forth the relief sought; and (8) the

signature of the petitioner or its duly authorized officer.
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16.04. Time Requirement and Manner of Filing Appeal

Petition - An appeal petition must be personally delivered (by
the petitioner or some other person) on or mailed to the State
Fire Marshal within thirty (30) days following service upon the
petitioner.[or wiﬁhin thirty (30) days following actual receipt
if service be not.required or for some reason not accomplished]
of the order or decision being contested. Any appeal petition that
is mailed shall be by certified mail, return receipt reguested,
and shall be considered timely if postmarked within the said
thirty (30) day period. Any appeal petition not delivered or
mailed as aforesaid within said thirty (30) day perioa shall
not be timel? filed and the order or decision of the State Fire
Marshal being contested by the untimely appeal petition shall be
final and conclusive.

In accomplishing the filing of the appeal petition, same
shall be personally delivered to the office of.the State Fire
Marshal located in fhe Capitol Complex at the State Capitol in
Charleston, West Virginia, or mailed to.the State Fire Marshal,
State Capitol Complex, Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

16.05. Copy of Appeal Petition to State Fire Commission -

Upon receipt of an appeal petition, the State Fire Marshal shall
forthwith supply a copy of same to the State Fire Commission together
with an opinion by the State Fire Marshal regarding the urgency

of the matter being contested. The State Fire Marshal may elect

to file a response to the Appeal Petition, and if he so does, same
shall be delivered to the State Fire Commission and a copy mailed

" to the petitioner.
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16.06. Scheduling Appeal Petition for and Notice of

Hearing - The State Fire Commission through its employees or agents
shall schedule a hearing on the appeal petition giving the peti-
tioner.and the State Fire Marshal at least ten (10) days' written
notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing. Said notice
to the petitioner shall be by personal delivery or by certified
mail, return receipt requested, shall contain a éhort and plain
statement of the matters to be considered at the hearing, shall
contain a :short and plain statement of the State Fire Marshal's
response, if any, to the appeal petition, and shall specify

who is to be the hearing examiner. A copy of the said notice to
the petitioner shall be supplied to the State Fire Marshal. Any
such hearing shall be conducted at a designated location at the
State Capitol in Charleston, West ?irginia, or if more convenient
to the State Fire Commission in making a determination on a
spécific appeal pétition at a location within the County where
the premises in.@uestion are totally or paftially located.

16.07. Authorized Representative - The petitioner may

appear individually, or by legal counsel. In the absence of the
petitioner, written evidence of a representative's authority must
be presented to the satisfaction of the State Fire Commission,

or the.hearing examiner.

16.08. Continuances - Hearings will not be delayed by

a motion for continuance, unless it is timely made in writing (or
on the record as a part of the transcript of a hearing) and sets
forth good and sufficient cause. In considering any motion for

continuance the'urgency of the situation, as represented by the

State Fire Marshal shall be determined and taken into consideration.




Conflicting engagements of counsel or the employment of new counsel
will never be regarded as good ground for a continuance, unless

set forth in a motion filed promptly after the notice of hearing
has been mailed, or unless extenuating circumstances are shown
which the State Fire Commission or hearing examiner deems adequate.

16.09. Absence of Petitioner or Counsel at the Scheduled

Hearing - The absence of the petitioner or his legal counsel at a
hearing, after service of notice of time, placé, and date,

shall not be the occasion for delay or continuance. The hearing-
shall proceed and the case be regarded as having been submitted
for decision on the part of the absent petitioner or petitioners.

16.10. Hearing Examiner - Any member of the State Fire

Commission is authorized to conduct a hearing on én appeal petition,
is authorized to issue subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum, and

is otherwise empowered to have full authority in conducting the
proceedings on an appeal petition; ahd, when any such member is

so acting he shall be referred to as the hearing examiner. Addi-
tionally, the State Fire Commission may.authorize and empower some
other person (ér persons) to conduct a hearing on an appeal petition
and have all of the aforesaid authority in conducting the proceedings;
and likewise, such other person in so acting shall be referred to
‘as the hearing examiner. As a part of the notice of hearing set
forth in Section 16.06 above, the hearing examiner shall be
specified. |

16.11. Subpoenas and Subpoenas Duces Tecum - In all

hearings held hereunder, the evidence of witnesses and the pro-

duction of documentary evidence may be required through the use

of subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum. Such subpoenas or subpoenas




duces tecum may be issued at the request of the petitioner, the
State Fire Marshal, or of the State Fire Commission, the same
to be issued by either the State Fire Commission or the duly
appointed hearing examiner.

Every such subpoena and/or subpoena duces tecum
shall be served at léast five (5) days before the return date
thereof, either by personal service made by any person eighteen
(18) years of age, or older, or by registered or certified mail,
but a return acknowledgment signed by the person to whom the
subpoena or subpoena duces tecum is directed shall be required
to prove service by registered or certified mail.

All subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum will be issued-
in the name of the State Fire Commission, but any'party requesting
their issuance must see that they are properly served. Service
of subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum issued at the insistence
of the State Fire Commission are to be the responsibility of such
commission. |

Any person who serves any such subpoena br subpoena
duces tecum is entitled to the same fee as sheriffs who serve
witness subpoenas for the circuit coﬁrts of this State; and
fees for the aﬁtendance and travel of witnesses shall be the
same as for witnesses before the circuit courts of this State,
All such fees shall be paid by the State Fire Commission if
the subpoena or subpoena duces tecum is issued, without the

request of an interested party, at the insistence of the commission.




All such fees relatéd to any subpoena or subpoena duces tecum
issued at the insistence of the petitioner or the 5tate Fire
Marshal shall be paid by the party who asks that such subpoena
or subpoena duces tecum be issued.

All requests for subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum
shall be in writing and shall contain a statement acknowledging
that the requesting party agrees to pay the aforesaid fees.

Any person receiving a subpoena or subpoena duces tecum
issued hereunder shall honor the same as though it was issued by
a circuit court of the State, and shall appear as a witness and/or
produce such books, records, or papers in response to such
subpoena or subpoena duces tecum. In case of disobedience or
neglect of any subpoena or subpoena duces tecum served on any
person or the refusal of any witness to testify to any matter
regarding which he or she may be lawfully interrogated,.the cir-
cuit court of the county in which the hearing is being held, or
the judge thereof in vacation, ﬁpon application by the State
Fire Commission, shall compel obedience by attachment proceedings
for contempt as in the case of disobedience of the requifements of
a subpoena or subpoena duces tecum issued from such circuit court
or a refusal to testify therein.

16.12. Evidence - (1) All witnesses appearing at
such hearing shall testify under oath or affirmation. Every
party shall Have the right of cross-examination of witnesses

who testify, and shall have the right to submit rebuttal evidence.
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(2) All relevant and material evidence, including papers,
records, agency staff memoranda and documents in the possession
of the State Fire Commission or the State Fire Marshal of which
either party (petitioner or the State Fire Marshal} desires to
avail itself, shall be offered and made a part of the record in
the case, notwithstanding admissibility objections which might
be validly asserted in a court of law.

(3) Irrelevant, immaterial, or undﬁly repetitious
evidence shall be exéludedr Except as otherwise herein stated,
the rules of evidence as applied in cifil cases in the circuit
courts of this State shall be followed in considering what evi-
dence shall be admitted. However, when necessary to ascertain
facts not reasonably susceptible. of proof under those rules,
evidence not admissible thereunder may be admitted, except
where preclﬁded by statute or privilege, if it is of a type
commoniy relied upon by reasonably prudent men in the conduct
of their affairs.

16.13. Record of Proceedings - All of the testimony evi-

dence and rulings on admissibility of evidence at any such hearing
shall be reported by stenographic notes and characters or by
mechanical means and in such a manner that a transcéript of the
testimony may be prepa:ed. An official record of the héaring will
be prepared by the State Fire Commission, but a transcript, as
aforesaid, need not be prepared by the State Fire Commiésion

unless it be required for some useful purpose.
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16.14. Informal Disposition -~ At any stage of the

proceedings, informal disposition may be made of any contested
case by stipulation, agreed settlement, consent order, or

default.

16.15. Decision by State Fire Commission - After the
conclusion of the hearing, the person designated by the State
Fire Commission as hearing examiner shall prepare a recommended
decision supported by findings of fact and conclusions of law
affirming, modifying or vacating the earlier order or decision
of the State Fire Marshal with respect to which said hearing
was held, and the State Fire Commission may, thereaftér, either
accept or reject such recommended decision, and if it shall
accept such decision it shall sign the same as its own and if
it shall reject the same, it shall prepare a written decision
setting forth findings of fact and conclusions of law. In
either event, the order signed by the State Fire Commission
shall be final unless vacated or modified upon judicial review
thereof. A copy of said order shall be served upon each party
to the hearing and their attorney of record, if any, in person
or by certified mail, réturn receipt requested.

16.16. Judicial Review - An appeal may be taken by the

petitioner or.by the State Fire Marshal to the Circuit Court in
the county where the premises are totally or partially located,
if filed within thirty (30} days after the date upon which such

party'was served with a copy of the final order or decision of
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the State Fire Commission. The final order signed by the State
Fire Commission shall be final and conclusive if the proceedings
for judicial review have not been duly instituted within the
said thirty (30) day period.

Any party adversely affected by the final judgment of

the Circuit Court on an appeal from the State Fire Commission may

seek review thereof by appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeals

of this State.

SECTION 17. Severability

The sections and subsections of these rules and
regulatidns shall be deemed severable. Should any section or
subsection be deemed by judicial opinion or legislative enact-
ment to be invalid, uhconstitutional or in any manner contrary
to the laws of the State of West Virginia, then such opinion or-
enactment shall_invalidate only that particular section or sub-
section bf_these'rules and regqulations and all other sections
shall remain in full force and effect (provided such remaining

portions are not determined to be inseparable} and to this end

these rules and regulations are declared separable.




State of West Virginia

OFFICE OQF THE STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Charleston, West Virginia

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
March 24, 1977 SECRETARY OF STATE OF
WEST VIRGINIA

THIS nATL'}_L‘L"LZL

Mr. A. James Manchin
Secretary of State
State Capitol
Charleston, WV 25305

Re: State Register Filing by the State Fire
Commission-Temporary Rules and Regulations

Dear Mr. Manchin:

The State Fire Commission has found that an emergency exists
requiring the promulgation of temporary rules and regulations.
The emergency exists as a result of the following facts and
circumstances: (1) the State Fire Commission was created by
legislation which became effective July 1, 1976; (2) the members
of the State Fire Commission were subsequently appointed but
with the final confirmation of said appointments not occurring
until November, 1976; (3) the legislation creating the State Fire
Commission requires the State Fire Commission to promulgate compre-
hensive rules and regulations by the 1lst day of January, 1977; (4)
the State Fire Commission has been operative since its creation
without any budget oxr resources to accomplish the promulgation
of rules and regulations as required by said legislation; (5)
permanent rules and regulations have been initially adopted by
the State Fire Commission; a public hearing thereon was scheduled
and held on February 14, 1977; changes resulting from said
public hearing have been adopted; resulting permanent rules and
regulations have been adopted and filed with the State Register
with a proposed effective date of April 20, 1977; and said per-
manent rules and regulations have been referred to the legislative
rule making review committee; and (6} the safeguarding of life and
property from the hazards of fire and explosion necessitate
the adoption of temporary rules and regulations to be in effect
until such time as the aforementioned permanent rules and
regulations become effective.

Accordingly, the State Fire Commission, pursuant to the
procedure provided by West Virginia Code § 29A-3-14, does hereby
file with the State Register two copies of "WEST VIRGINIA STATE
FIRE CODE, Temporary Rules and Regulations of the West Virginia
State Fire Commission" (together with two complete sets of
volumes of the National Standards and Codes incorporated by
said Temporary Rules and Regulations) dated March 24, 1977,
which said Temporary Rules and Regulations are to be effective
immediately.




Secretary of State
March 24, 1977
Page Two

If the State Fire Commission can be of any further assis-
tance to you regarding this filing, please advise.

Very truly yours,

et &f 1B tackeel

PAUL ED BLACKWELL, Chairman
State Fire Commission
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State of West Virginia

QOFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE COMMISSION
Charleston, West Virginia

March 16, 1977

The Honorable Robert M. Steptoe, Co-Chairman
Legislative Rule-Making Committee

State Senate

State Capitol

Charleston, WV 25305

The Honorable William E. Shingleton, Co-Chairman

Legislative Rule-Making Committee FLE IN Tok wi:. .o o}
House of Delegates
State Oapitol St RETARY OF SIATE OF
Charleston, WV 25305 WEST VIRGINIA
Re: State Fire Commission Rules and L
" Regulations (STATE FIRE CODE) THIS DATE}L! f Z Z_,
Gentlemen:

The West Virginia State Fire Commission herewith delivers
to you 17 copies of the March 16, 1977, "WEST VIRGINIA STATE
FIRE CODE, Rules and Regulations of West Virginia State Fire
Commission" (together with the volumes of the National Standards
and Codes and Institute of Makers of Explosives Pamphlet No. 3
Suggested Code incorporated by said rules and regulations).
These Rules and Regulations were the subject of a February 14,
1976, public hearing and several changes and alterations were
adopted by the Commission as a result of suggestions received
from interested persons.

No underlining or striking-through is noted or has been
accomplished on the enclosed copies of the rules and regulations
because the State Fire Commission was created by the legislature
in 1976 and said Rules and Regulations are the initial promul-
gation by said Commission.

The State Fire Commission has established a proposed effective
date, of the enclosed rules and regulations, of April 20, 1977.
The failure to be able to accomplish this proposed effective
date could result in there being no regulations, subseguent to
that da%te, for the safeguarding of life and property from the
hazards of fire and exploscion. Accordingly, it is respectfully

th




Ma;ph 16, 1977
" Page Two

requested that the Committee file
much of the rules and regulations
before April 20, 1977, or as soon

If the State Fire Commissicn

its notice of
as it in fact
theresafter as

can be cf any

approval (or so
approves} on or
would be possible.

further assistance

to you regarding these rules and regulations, please advise.

Very truly vours,

Cort £p 13lactpcccéd

PAUL EC BLACKWELL, Chairman

-—

State Fire Commission

dkc

The State Fire Code was filed with the

Committee this date at lo:o00 A.M,

Legislative Rule-Making




