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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

TR BLY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
CHARLESTON 23305
Jarps ROMCCaAiHEY
SECHACTARY OF LTIATE
STATE RAEGISTER FILING
I,  paul Ed Blackwell . .. __ Chalrman_ ... ocommn!

Name Title or Positiuvn

State Fire Commission hereby submit to record

Separtment or Division
in the State Register on 8 1/2" x 11" paper two (2) copies of
() wproposed rules and regulations concerning tcpics or

material not covered by existing rules and regulations;

(X) proposed rules and requlations superseding rules and
rggulations already on file; (prior rules and regulations of State
Fire Marshal superseded; and, temporary rules and regulations of

State Fire Commission to be superseded)
(X} a notice of hearing;

{ ) findings and determinations;
() rules and regulations; or

() other - specify ( ).
This filing pertains to

Chapter - 29

Article 3

Series December 29, 1976
Date Submitted

Section

Page No. ‘L;D&anf 45/7Zg§44%%é;¢£45?5 i

Signature of Person Authorizing this
Filing




NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
IN RE ADOPTION OF STATE FIRE
COMMISSION RULES AND REGULATIONS

On the 4 th day_ of February, 1977, at 10:00 o'clock a.m. in

Room Number A& B  on the 2nd floor of Building Number 7

located within the Capitol Complex on 1900 Washington 5t., E.  gtreet, in

Charleston, West Virginia, there will be a public hearing before
the West Virginia State Fire Commission to consider the Proposed
Rules and Regulations (State Fire Code) of the West Virginia
State Fire Commission dated December 29,.1976, at which time,
date, and place interested parties may submit data, objecticns,
suggested amendments, views, evidence, and arguments orally or

in writing concerning said proposed rules and regulations.

PAUI, ED BLACKWELL, Chairman
State Fire Commisgsion
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State of West Virginia

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE COMMISSION

Charleston, West Virginia

December 29, 1976

Mr. James R. McCartney
Secretary of State
State Capitol
Charleston, WV 25305

Re: State Register Filing by the State Fire
Commission-Proposed Rules and Regulations
and Notice of Public Hearing

bDear Mr. McCartney:

The West Virginia State Fire Commission herewith delivers to
you (1) two copies of the December 29, 1976, "WEST VIRGINIA
STATE FIRE CODE, Proposed Rules and Regulations of the West
Virginia State Fire Commission” (together with two complete sets
of the volumes of the National Standards and Codes incorporated
by said Proposed Rules and Regulations), (2) two copies of your
STATE REGISTER FILING form, and (3) two copies of a Notice of
Public Hearing relative to said Proposed Rules and Regulations.

If the State Fire Commission can be of any further assis-

tance to you regarding this filing, please advise.

Very truly vours,

Cored &4 7 Lokl

FAUL ED BLACKWELL, Chairman
State Fire Commission
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CHARLESTOHN 25305

James R. McCARTNEY
SECRETARY OF STate

STATE REGISTER FILING

I, Paul Ed Blackwell ¢+ Chai rman _of Statre Fire Commission
Name Title or Position :

hereby submit to record

Department or Division
in the State Register on 8 1/2" x 11" paper two (2) copies of
( ) proposed rules and regulations concerning tepics or

material not covered by existing rules and regulations;

() proposed rules and requlations superseding rules and

regqulations already on file;
() a notice of hearing;
o) fi%dings and determinations;:
() rules and regulations; or

) other - specify (Temporary Rules and Regulations ).
This filing pertains to

Chapter 29

Article 3

Series December 29, 1976
Date Submitted

Section

Page No.
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State of West Virginia

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE COMMISSION

Charleston, West Virginia Sy e e s pera
FiLes uvr §p oi5ioL OF

§¥ LETARY 7 SEATEOF
WEST ViRgllid

s pare DEC 80 1976

December 29, 1976

Mr. James R. McCartney
Secretary of State
State Capitol
Charleston, WV 25305

Re: Btate Register Filing by the State Fire
Commission-Temporary Rules and Regulations

Dear Mr. McCartney:

The State Fire Commission has found that an emergency exists
requiring the promulgation of temporary rules and regulations.
The emergency exists as a result of the following facts and
circumstances: (1) the State Fire Commission was created by
legislation which became effective July 1, 1976; (2) the members
of the State Fire Commission were subsequently appointed but
with the final confirmation of said appointments not occurring
until November, 1976; (3) the legislation creating the State Fire
Commission requires the State Fire Commission to promulgate compre-
hensive rules and regulations by the lst day of January, 1977; (4)
the State Fire Commission has been operative since its creation
without any budget or resources to accomplish the promulgation
of rules and regulations as required by said legislation; (5)
permanent rules and regulations have been initially adopted by
the State Fire Commission, a public hearing thereon has been
scheduled, and same has been referred to the Legislative rule
making review committee; and (6) the safequarding of life and
property from the hazards of fire and explosion necessitate
the adoption of temporary rules and regulations to be in effect
until such time as the aforementioned permanent rules and
regulations become effective.

Accordingly, the State Fire Commission, pursuant to the
procedure provided by West Virginia Code § 29&-3-14, does hereby
file with the State Register two copies of "WEST VIRGINIA STATE
FIRE CODE, Temporary Rules and Regulations of the West Virginia
State Fire Commission" (together with two complete sets of
volumes of the National Standards and Codes incorporated by
said Temporary Rules and Regulations) dated December 29, 1976,
which said Temporary Rules and Regulations are to be effective
immediately.




Secretary of State
December 29, 1976
Page Two

If the State Fire Commission can be of any further assistance
to you regarding this filing, please advige.

Very truly yours,

vt 80 A hss s

PAUL ED BLACKWELL, Chairman
State Fire Commission

dkc
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STATE FIRE CODE

Proposed Rules and Regulations
of the West Virginia
State Fire Commission

December 29, 1976 Paul Ed Blackwell, Chalrman
State Capitol State Fire Commission

Charleston, West Virginia

[Proposed Effective Date,
March 28, 1977]




STATE FIRE CODE - Rules and Regulations of the State Fire Commission.

Chapter 29, Article 3 of the West Virginia Code of
1931, as amended, authorized the State Fire Commission to adopt,
promulgate, amend, and repeal regulations for the safeguarding
of life and property from the hazards of fire and explosion. In
conformity with said authority vested in the State Fire Commission
the following rules and regulations.have been adopted and shall
constitute the State Fire Code unless and until amendments,
deletions, additions, or changes have been duly adopted and

promulgated by the State Fire Commission.
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SECTION 1. General

1;01. Scope - These regulations establish the rules
and regulations deemed necessary by the State Fire Commission
s for the safeguarding of life and prbperty from the hazards of
fire and explosion.
| 1.02. Authority - These rules and requlations are
issued under authority of West Virginia Code Chapter 29, Article 3.

1.03. Effective Date - These rules and regqulations

were first adopted on the 29th day of December, 1976, with a
proposed effective date (after public hearing, ete.) of March

28, 1977.

1.04. Filing Date -~ These rules and regulations were

filed in the Secretary of State's Office on the 30th day of
December, 1976.

1.05. Certification - These rules and regulations are

certified authentic by the State Fire Commission.

SECTION 2. Building Plans and Specifications

Preliminary plans and specifications for all new
construction, alterations, additions, renovations, and installa-
tions shall be submitted to the Fire Marshal's Office for review
after which final plans and specifications shall be_submitted

P within a reasonable time prior to the bidding date, construction

or installations, so that addenda can provide for any changes or




additions determined to be necessary by the State Fire Marshal's
Office. State Fire Marshal's approval duration is one year and
if no construction has occurred within the approval time resub-

mittal of plans for approval is necessary.

SECTION 3. Building Occupancy

3.01. Occupancy - No person shall occupy or use, oOr
permit the occupancy or use of a building or structure or any
part thereof which has been erected or altered in violation of
the provisions of these rules and regulations.

3.02. Change of Occupancy - Any building changing

occupancy classification shall be in compliance with the fire
requirements for the occupancy to be utilized priox to occupying

the building.

3.03. Occupancy Permit ~ No building shall be occupied

without an occupancy permit issued by the State Fire Marshal or
a local fire authority designated or approved by the State Fire

Marshal.

SECTION 4. National Standards and Codes

4.01. Incorporation of National Standards and Codes -
The standards and requirements (not including standards and reéuire—
ments directed to the operation, etec., of local fire departments)
as set out and established by the most recent revision of each of

"The National Fire Codes" published by the National Fire Protection




Association (presently 16 volumes) and as set out and established
by the 1976 edition of "The National Building Code” published by
the American Insurance Association (presently one volume),
together with any and all subsequent revisions or amendments

to either of such publications, shall have the same force and
effect and shall control the same as if set out verbatim in these 
regulations and are hereby adopted and promulgated by the State
Fire Commission as a part of the State Fire Code. In the event
"The National Fire Codes" may be in conflict with "The National
Building Code" as to certain specifics, then in such event "The
National Fire Codes" shall control. The State Fire Marshal

shall make use of the standards and requirements within said
publications and the subsequent revisions and amendments in all
matters coming under his jurisdiction except where said publica-
tions may be in conflict with the other standards and requirements
of the State Fire Code in which event the said other standards

and requirements shall control. A copy of both of the aforesaid
publications have been filed with the Secretary of State and a
copy of the Table of Contents of each said publication is included
herewith. Information regarding the purchase of the aforesaid
"The National Fire Codes" (or separate volumes thereof) may be
obtained by writing to the National Fire Protection Assoclation,
470 Atlantic Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 02210. Information
regarding the purchase of the aforesaid "The National Building
Code" may be obtained by writing to the American Insurance

Association at 85 John Street, New York, New York 10038,
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4.02.

National Standards and Codes, Tables of Contents

{1)

Protection Association.

NATIONAL FIRE CODES — CONTENTS 1976

VOLUME 1 .
Partable Fise Exlinguishers, '79 .
Fasm Extinguishing Systems, 73
High Exgansion Fozm Systems, '70
S)Iril‘hel%c Foarm and Combined Agent Systems,

Carbon Dicuide Systems, '73

Halon 1301 Systems, 73

Halon 1211 Systems, 73

sprinkler Systems, Installation, "75

YOLUME 2
Standpipe & Hose Systems, ‘74
water Spray Fired Systems, '73
Foam-Waler Sprinkler & Spray Systems, '74
Dry Chemical Systems, '75
Wetlirg Agents, ‘72 )
Respiratory Prolective Equipment for Fire
F{%?lers, 71
Fire Hose Connections, 74
Fire Hose, '74 A
Initial Fire Attack, Trzining Standard on, '66
Centiifugal Fire Puinps, 74
water Tanks, '74
Outside Protection, '73
Supervision of Valves, 'S8
Flammazbte & Combustible Liquids Code, ‘73

VOLUME 3

0il Burning E%uiprnent. '

Dry Cleaning Plents, 74

Classification of Flammable Liguids, 73

Clganing Small Tanks, 75

Spta Aﬁplication.'la

Dip Tanks, '74

Mznufacture of Organic Coatings, '71

Solvent Extraztion Plants, 74

Sta. Combestion Engines & Gas Tutbines, ‘75

Tark Vehicles for Flammable & Combustible
Liguids, "74

Poriztle Shipping Tanks, ‘74

Flammabte & Combustible Liguids on Farms
and lsalated Canstruction Projects, '72

Celiuiose MNitrate Motion Picture Fili, ‘74

Stazzge of Pyrenylin Plastic, ‘75

Liquid and Solid Cxidizing Materials, '75

Storage of Gaseous Oxidinng Materials, 75

Storage of Pesticides in Portable Conlainers, ‘75

Firewarks, Menufacturing, Transportation 2nd
Stosepe, ‘74

Fire Protection for Laboratories Ysing Chemi-
cals, ‘75

Magnesium, Storage, Handling, 74

VOLUNE &4
Titanivm, Slarage, Handling, '78
Ammarium Nitrate Storage, 75
Intrinsically Sa'e Appa.‘atus, ‘15
£xplosive Meterials, 7
Furzed Enclasures for Electrical Equipment, 74
Elp?(!si\ies, Maotor Vehizle Terminals, 70
Bulk Oxygen Systems, '74
Gaseous Hydrcgen Sgslems, H
Liquefied Hydiogen Systems, 73
WEf‘din 4& Cutting, Deygen-Fue! Gas Systems
o7,
Acetyiene Cylinder Charging Plarts, ‘74
Cuiling & Welding Processes, 71 :
Nationg! Fuel Gas Code, '74
tnhalation Anesthetics, '73
Respiratory Therapy, 73
Laboratories in Health-Retated Enstitutions, ‘73
Hyperbaric Facilities, "T0
Hypobarie Facilities, 72
Konflammable Medical Gas Syslems, ‘74
Inbalation Anestheties in Ambulatory Care
Fa:ilities, 75
Fumigatinn, ‘73

58

70

VOLUHE S5
Li:huel‘-ed Petroleum  Gases, Slorage and
andling, ‘74
Lique.‘;ed Pelrotzum Gases at Utility Gas Plants,
!
Liqueﬂed Halutal Gas, Storage and Kandling,

Pulverized Fuel Systems, 73

Manufecturing and Handling Starch, 73

Grain Elevators, Bulk Handling Facilities, ‘73

Feed Milis, Dust Hazards, '73

Agriculiural €emmodities for Human Con-
sumption, ‘73

ladustrizl Plants, Dust Explosions, '25

Afuminum Precessing and Finishing, °75

Alaminurn or Megnesium Powder, 74

Coal Pieparation Flants, Dust Hazacds, '71

Ptastics Industry, Dust Hazacds, '75

Sulfur Fires, Explosians, Prevention, '71

Spice Grinding Plants, Dust Harards, '71

Paeumatic Conveying Systems, 73

woodworking Plants, Dust Hazards, 71

Explosion Preventien Systems, '73

YOLUME &
National Electrical €ode, 73

VOLUME 7
Central Statina Signaling Systems, *74
Local Protective Sipnaling Systems, ‘75
Auxliary Sigra'ing Systems, '75

‘Remate Stabion Signaling Systems, ‘75

Fropristary Sigraling Systems, "75

Autometic Fire Detectors, 74

Public Fire Service Communications, 75

Houszhold Fire Yarning Equipment, '75

Electronic Computer/Dala Processing Equip-
ment, '72

Essential Elzzirical Systems, 73

tightning Protection Code, ‘75

Electrical Melalworiing Machine Tools, '74

Fire Doors and Windows, 75

VOLUME 8

Fur Storage, Cleaning, '69

incingrators, Rubhish Handling, '72

Gil- 2nd Gas-Tired Watertiube Furnaces —
One Butner, ‘73

Furrace Erplosions in  Natural Ges-Fired
Multipte Burner Boiler-Furnaces, 74

Fuel Qil-Fired Multiple Burner Boiler-Furnaces,

Pulyerized Coal-Fired Multiple Burner Boiler-
Furnaces, "74

Ovens and Furiaces, "23

tndustrial Furnaces, 74

Industiial Furcaces -— Special Processing
Atmospheres, 74 :

YOLUME 9

Piers and Wharves, 75

Porhing Struttures, 73

Repair Garages, 73

Air Cenditionirg & Venlilating Systems, ‘75

Warm Air Heating & Air Conditioning, '73

Elower & Exhaust Systems, '73

Commearcial Cocking” Equipment, Vapor Re-
moval, ‘73

Life Safsty Code, '73

Tenls, Grandstands & Air-Supported Struc-
tures Used for Places of Assembly, 72

Chimneys, Fireplaces & Yeats, '72

{cont. en inside buck cover)

National Fire Codes - Published by National Fire
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NATIONAL FIRE CODES — CONTENTS 1976

YOLUME 9 (cont)
water Cogling Towess, ‘71
Building Construction, Standard Types, 75
Romes, Camps in Forest Arcas, '74
Geaeral Starage, Indoor, '74
Celltar Rubber and Plaslics, Storage, 74

VOLUME 10

Rack Storage of Materials, ‘75

Storage of Rubber Tires, 75

Record Pretection, ‘75

Building Construction and Demalition Oper-
ations, '73 .

fire Tests, Building Construction & Materials,
12

Fire Tests, Door Assemblies, '72

Building Malerials, Tests of Surface Burping
Cheracteristics, 72

fire Tests, Roef Coverings, "70

Fite Tests of Window Assemblies, 75

Maoter Craft, '72

Mariras & Boatyasds, "79

Control 6t Ges Hazards on Vessals, '73

vessels During Construction, Protection of, ‘70

Aircralt Fuel Servicing, '75

Aircratt Fire Extinguishers, ‘13

Aircralt Hangars, ‘79 B

Aircrall Foam Fire Fighting Vehicles, Test
Frocedures, '74

Aircratt Rescue, Fire Fighting Vehicles, ‘78

Aircraft Fueling Ramp Drainage, ‘73

Airport Terminal Buildings, 75

fircraft Loading Walkways, 13 .

!-‘.oo?f-iop Helipart Construction and Profection,
73

VOLUME 11
tastallation of Mobile Homes, "75
Msbile Homes, ‘74
Recreational Vehicles, ‘74
Recteational Vehicle Parks, '75
Powered Industrial Trucks, 75
Truck Fire Protecticn, 75
Motar Freight Terminals, '75
Guard Operations in Fire Loss Prevention, 75
Ftame-,Res':stanl Textiles and Films, Fire Tests

for, '75

Flammabiiity of Wearing Apparel, ‘75

Fire Retardant Treatmenats, Building Ma-
terials, 61

The Fire Harards of Materials, 75

Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, '74

Water §upp1ies for Suburban and Rurat Fire
Fighting, '15

Automotive Fire Apparatus, '75

Fire Departmen! Porlable Pumping Units, 75

Fice Department Ground Ladders, 75

pr};:tive Clothing for Structurat Fire Fighting,

VOLUME 12
Fice Prevention Code, 75
Model Drafts for Enzhling Legislation, '67
Health Care Emergency Preparedness, ‘75
Qrzanization for Fire Serviges, "7t
Fire Dopzrtment Organization, 63
Incusitial Fire Less Prevention, '74
Fire Emergencies Mazagement, 74
EFects of Fire on Operations, Management
Responsibility for, ‘74
Training Bepurts and Records, ‘70
Mgg el Enabling Act, Portable Fire Extinguishers,
5

Sprinkler Systems, Maintenaace, ‘71

Firz Department Operalions in Properties Pro-
tected by Sprinkler, Slandpipe Systems, '73

Fire Hose, Care of, 7

21

27
FEN
32
235

Stazm Fire Puings, Mainleaance, 775

Frivate Fire Brigades, 75

Fire Hydrants, Uaiform Markiags, ‘74

v'ater Charges, Privale Protection, ‘14

Wildhee Control by Volunteer Fire Daparl
ments, ‘13

VOLUME 13
Praperties of Flam, Liquids, Gases, Solids, '63
Manholes 2nd Sewers, Flammable & Com-
bustible Liquids and Gases in, ‘75
Undergiound leakage of Flammable and Com-
tustible Liquids, 72
Gasoline Blow Torches, ‘74
Mudel Rockeley Code, 62
Forest Produtts, Guidoor Storage, 713
wood Chips, Dutdsoer Storage, 13
Outdoer Storage of Logs, "7
Lumber Yards, Retail, Wholesale, ‘73
Zirconium, Plants Producing, '74
Hazardous Chemicals Data, ‘75

VOLUME 14
Hazardous Chemical Reactions, ‘75
Sepaiation Distances of Ammonium - Nitrale
and Blasting Agents, ‘68
tAndef Slate Fi eworks law, T4
Electrical Installations in Chemizal Plants, *7§
Fire Harards in Oxygen-Enriched Almozpheres,

Home Respiratary Therapy, "73
Explosion Venting, Guide, 74

VOLUME 15
Electrical Equipment Maintenance, 75
Model State Electrical Law, ‘73
High-Freguency Eleclricity in Heallh Care Fa-
ciiities, 73

‘Slatie Etectricity, '72

Protection from Exposuse Fires, 75

Cleatances, Heat Producing Appliances, '71

Waterprocfimg and Drzining of Fioers, 72

Glossary of Hezting Terms, ‘72

Roof Cowerings, '?g

Smoke & Heal Veating Guide, ‘B8

Building Aseas & Heights, "70

Beneral Storage, Ouldoor, ‘75

Archives and Record Centers, '72

Marine Termirals, Operation, 'B7

Ship Fire Signal, '49

Aircraft Rescue, Fire Fighting, Standard Oper-

arinF, Procedures, ‘73

Aircraft Rescue, Fire Fighting Services at Alr-
parts, 73

VOLUME 16

fire Depl. Handling Crash Fires, 75

Aircraft Flectrizal Maintenance, 75

Aircratt Oxygen Mainlenance, '71

Aircraft Fuel System Mainienance, ‘72

Aireratt Cleaning, Painting & Paint Remeval,'71

Alrcrall Welding Opecations in Hangars, 75

Riccralt Cabin Cleaning Dperatians, ‘75

Airport Weler Supply Systems, ‘75

Aircraft Intecior Fire Prolestion, ‘73

aircrait Fire Lnvestigators Manuad, 72

Guard Service in Fire Loss Prevention, '75

Salvazing Operations, 'B4

Facilities Handling Radioactive Materials, "73

Kuclear Reactors, "7

Unitorm Coding for Fire Prolection, 13

Fire Re_purtmi Field ncident Manval, *73

Protection of Libracy Collections, "73

Protection of Museum Colleztions, '74

Fire Bepariment Aerial Ladders and Elevating
Platioims, 75
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SECTION 5. Explosives and Fireworks Displays

5.01. Explosives. - The manufacture, storage, trans-

portation, and use of any explosive, including small arms ammuni-
tion, pyrotechnics, or blasting agent as defined in the aforesaid
National Standards and Codes shall be prohibited within the State
of West Virginia unless such manufacture, storagé, transportation,
and use is authorized by the State Fire Marshal and be conducted
in accordance with recognized safe practices set forth in the said
National Standards and Codes. The requirements of this section
shall not apply to hand loading of small arms ammunition pre-
pared for personal use and not for resale. Further, the manu-
facture of explosives or blasting agents within the State of

West Virginia shall be prohibited when such manufacture presents
an undue hazard to life and property as determined by the State

Fire Marshal.

5.02. Fireworks Displays - Operators of Public Fire-

works Displafs, known as pyrotechnicians, shall be licensed by
.the State Fire Marshal in accordance with the necessary training
and competency for conducting such displays. No public display
shall be held without a gqualified pyrotechnician and the requisite
permit from the State Fire Marshal.

The foregoing is not intended as a comprehensive treat-
ment of this topic; for additional standards and requirements
see the appropriate sections of the National Standards and Codes
cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations and the
appropriate sections of Article 3, Chapter 29 of the West

Virginia Code.
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SECTION 6. Ligquefied Petroleum Gases

The following regulation is promulgated to provide
standards for materials, installations, facilities, equipment,
devices and appliances conducting, conveying, consuming or other-
wise using liquefied petroleum gases in or in connection with
any building, structure, or on any premises located in the
State of West Virginia; to provide the State Fire Marshal with
a record of all liquefied petroleum gas installations in West
Virginia; and to protect the public from any improper installa-
tion that might be made in any school, church, or any other place
of public assembly.

All dealers in liquefied petroleum gases, by whatever
name called, and all dealers or installers of tanks, units, and
equipment used in connection with said gas or gases shall before
operating or installing said tank units or equipment obtain a
permit, renewable annually, from the State Fire Marshal to operate
such tanks, units, and equipment. Such permit, or copy thereof,
shall be posted at or near such tanks, units, or equipment.

No such dealer, or any person, shall construct an
installation for liquefied petroleum gas in the State of West
Virginia for any schbol, church, or any other place of public
assembly, without first submitting to the State Fire Marshal
reasonably detailed sketches and specifications covering the
equipment to be installed and showing the manner in which such

person intends to construct the installation.
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The foregoing is not intended as a comprehensive
treatment of this topic; for additional standards and require-
ments see the appropriate sections of the National Standards

and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.

SECTION 7. Educational Facilities—Fire Drills, Exits,
Reporting Fires, Inspections, etc.

Prior to the adoption of this State Fire Code, the
State Fire Marshal's Office had adopted regulations and circulated
a pamphlet on the subject matter of this Section of these rules
and regulations. Said pamphlet titled "West Virginia School
Fire Drill Manual" is hereinafter reproduced in its entirety and
the rules, regulaticns, and requirements contained therein (as
hereinafter amended and changed) are hereby adopted and made a
part of the State Fire Code. The State Fire Marshal is specifi-
cally authorized to continue to make said pamphlet available to
the various schools for their use.

The requirements set forth in numbered paragraph [2]

under Signal Regulations on page 5 of said pamphlet is amended

and changed to read as follows:

2. Whenever any of the school authorities deter-
mine that an actual fire exists, irrespective of the
extent or size of the fire, they shall immediately
call the local fire department using the public
fire alarm system or such other facilities as are
available.

-15~




The requirement set forth in numbered paragraph 3
- under Regulations and Procedures on page [3] of said pamphlet

is amended and changed to read as follows:

3. As all drills simulate an actual fire
condition, pupils shall not be allowed to obtain
clothing after the alarm is sounded, even when in
home rooms, on account of the confusion which
would result in forming the lines and the danger
of tripping over dragging apparel., Practice
drills shall be held during inclimate weather.
Such drills would be held at the regular
dismissal time when the pupils are fully
clothed for outdoors by rising the fire
alarm signal. With such drills there would
be no necessity of a return signal.

The treatment of this subject within this section and
said pamphlet of necessity is not a comprehensive treatment of the
matters relating to this topic; for additional standards and
requirements see the appropriate sections of the Naticonal

Standards and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and

regulations.
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FOREWORD

This schonol dire drilt manual s poeblished by the West Vieginia State Fire
Mardhal's Qffice as an aid o schoold teachers in conducting fire elrills. It s
nandatory that at feast two Tire drills be conducted cach maonth and that all
daurs and exits Be bept unlocked and unfastened during sehoal hours.

This manual is sent ta schoals that teachers miay be properly instructed in
the work of conducting diifls, Ordesly and well exeented fire drifls may be the
ineans of saving fves,

State Fire Marvhal

FIRE DRILLS IN SCHOOLS

The first essential in the event of a fire in any school is to have the
children feave the building in an orderly manner and to reach a point
of safety without injury. Fire safety for school children must provide a
definite program by which the location of ali the available exits will be
known to all the -children. To accomplish this, it is necessary to have
frequent. drills, well planned, properly supervised and intelligently
coordinated. When an actual fire occurs, the selection of the proper
exit should be made without hesitation. Speed in emptying buildings,
while desirable, should be made sccondary to the maintenance of proper
order and discipline.

The purpose of any drill is to perform the operation a sufficient
number of times so that it is possible in an emergency to carry it
out in a natural, unhurried manner. Drills should be started during
the first three days of school in the fall term. The first drill should
be a slow-motion rchearsal, so that all the details can be explained
and a full understanding obtained. Numerous other drills should be
held during the early part of the fall term until the evacuation of
the building becomes well established. Drills are to accustom chil-

{21
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dren 1o the action which should be taken during a fire. A fire may
occur at any minute, therefore no fixed time should be set for any
drill (except the first), no notification should be sent to any teacher,
and the only ones notified should be those whose duty it is nermally
to transmit an alarm to the fire department. To completely evacuate
the building is the main consideration and must always be borne in
mind.

In exceuting fire drifls, consideration should be given to the
health of the children, but except at sech times when there are
cpidemics of colds, the short time that children will be out of doors
seldom  endangers  their health even in severe cold  weather. Fxit
drills should be plinned and executed with the one thought of removing
the children to a point of sufety, and in carrying out this plan the advice
and caoperation of the chief of the fire department should be requested.

Therefore, in view of the foregoing. the following state regulation
relating 1o fire. drills in all public and private schools are hereby
adopted:

STATE REGUALTION

I All doors and exits” in school buildings shall be kept unlocked
and unfastened daring school hours. '

2. Fire drills shall be held at least twice a month during the
school year and three drills shall be held the first two weeks of the
fall term.

REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES

L Drills shall be exceuted on different days of the weeck, and
at different hours of the day, during change of classes, when the
school is at asscmbly, during recess periods, ete., and in such a
manncr as to destroy distinction between drills and actual fires. After
the first three fire exit drills of the fall term. all other drills should
he plunned with one or more hlocked exits without locking any exit,

2. 1f a drill is called when pupils are going up and down the stair-
ways, as during the time classes are chunging. the pupils shall be in-
structed to form in file and immediately proceed to the nearest available
cxit in an orderly manner. ' 1

3

3. As all drills simulate an actual fire condition, pupils shail not
be allowed to obtain clothing afier the atarm is sounded, even when in
home rooms. on account of the confusion which would result in forming
the lines ind the danger of tripping over dragging apparel.
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4. Drills shall be in charge of the principal, teachers, or other
authorized person in cach building, who shall keep a record of the
date of each drill and the time required to empty the building on the
State Fire Drill Report Form provided each schoal.

5. Every fire exit drill shall be an exercise in school manageiment
for principal and teuchers, with the chief purpose of every drill complete
control of the class so that the teacher will form its ranks quickly and
silently, may halt it, turn it, ot dircet it as desired. Great stress shall
be Taid upon the execution of each drill in a brisk, quict, and orderly
manner. Running shall be prohibited. In case there are pupils incapable
of holding their places in a line moving at a reasonable speed, provisions
shall be made to have them taken care of by the more sturdy pupils,
moving indepensdently of the regular line of mirch.

if, for any rcason, a line beeomes blocked, some of the pupils

should be countermarched to another exit in order to prevent panic

conditions arising as a result of inactivity.

6. Monitors shall be appointed from the more mature pupils to
assist in the proper execution of all drills, They shall be instructed to
hold open doors in the line of march or to close doors where necessary
to prevent spread of fire or smoke. There shall be at least 2 substitutes
for cach appointment so as to provide for proper performance in case of
absence of the regular monitors. The searching of toilet or other rooms
shall be the duty of the teachers or other members of the staff. If the
tcachers are to do the scarching, it should be done after they have
Joined their classes to the preceding lines.

7. Each class or group shall proceed to a predetermined point out-
side the building and remain there while a check is made to sec that
all are accounted for, leaving only when a recall signal is given to return
to the building, or when dismissed. Such points shall be sufficiently
far away from the building and form cach other as ta avoid danger
from any fire in the building, interference with fire department opera-
tions, or confusion between different classes or groups.

Where necessary for diill lines to cross roadways, signs reading
“STOP! SCHOOL FIRE DRILL" or ecquivalent, shall be carried by
monitors to the traffic intersecting points in order to stop traffic during
the period of the drill,

Wherever possible, drill lines should not cross a street or highway,
especially where the traffic is heavy. It is recommended that where
drill lines must cross roadways, a police officer, school janitor, or a male
teacher acting as a traffic officer be on duty to control traffic during
drills.

(4]
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Signal Regualtions:

L. Al fire cxit drill alarms shall be sounded on the fire alarm
system and not on the signal systcm used to dismiss classes.

2. Whenever any of the school authorities determine that an actual
fire exists, they shall immediately call the local fire department using
the public fire alarm system or such other facilitics as are available.

3. In order that pupils will not be returned to a building which is
burning, the recall signal shall be one that is separate and distinet from
and cannot be mistaken for any other signals. Such signals may be
given by distinctive colored flags or banners. H the recall signal is elec-
trical, the push buttons or other controls shall be kept under lock, the
key for which shall be in the possession of the principal or some other
designated peorson in order to prevent a reeall at a time when there is a
fice. Regardless of the method of recall, the means of giving the signal
shall be kept under a lock,

Inspection Repulations:

i. It shall be the duty of principals and teachers to inspect all exit
facilities daily in order to make sure that all stairways, doors. :md
other exits are in proper.condition.

2, Open plan buildings require extra surveillance to ensure that
exit paths are maintained clear of obstruction and are obvious.

3. Particular attention should be given to kecping all doors unlocked,
having doors closed which serve to protect the safety of paths of egress
(such as doors on stairway enclosures) and under no conditions blocked
open, keeping outside stairs and fire escape stairs free from all obstrue-
tions and clear of snow and ice, allowing no accumulation of snow or
ice or materials of any kind outside exit doors which might prevent
the opening of the door or interfere with rapid escape from the building.

4. Any condition likely to interfere with safe exit should be immedi-
ately corrected if possible, otherwise reported at once to the appropriate
authorities,

5. “Practice drills” may be held during inclement weather. Such
drills would be held at the rzgular dismissal time, when the pupils are
fully clothed. by using the exit drill alarm signal. With such drills there
would be no necessity of a return signal. .

6. Cards of instruction should be conspicuously posted describing
the procedure of the drills.

Special Provisions:

. No elevator(s) shall be used for purposes of evacuating students,

[3]
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. teachers, or other cmployees occupying the building during a fire alarm
signal. t

2. Special arrangements shall he made to evacuate the handicapped

student{s). us mentioned 1n repulation $ under Regpulation & Procedures.

3. The Fire Marshals of the State Fire Marshal's Office during the
school year with be conducting fire drills for evaluation as to the cffee-
tivencss of such drills for the safe cvacuation of the accupants.

COLLEGES

I Fire doills shall be held at a minimum of § times @ schaol

year.

2. Drills should be conducted in accordance with regulation and
procedures item 1 for public und private schools, excluding the last
sentenee.

3. The drills are for the purpose of samving lives and achicving
safe cvacuation in recognition of a fire alarm signal,

The following article on School Fire Drills by T. Alfred Fleming,
Supervisor, Conservation Dept.. National Board of Fire Underwriters,
appearing in “The Readers Digest” and condensed from the Kiwanis
Magazine, is reprinted with permission of the Readers Digest.

ARE FIRE DRILLS A FARCE IN YOUR SCHOOLS?

School authorities too often fce] that because they've never had
a fire, they're never going to have one. This cruel fallacy is & menace
to the lives of American «hool children, for actually there arc five
- ' school fires a day in this country. We cannot, unfortunately, eliminate
all of them. But we can, by efficient fire drills, get our children out of
burning buildings safely.

Most school fire drills are wretchedly inadequate; some actually
dangerous. In a shocking number of cases, constricted exits make
quick evacuation of the building impossible with any kind of drill.
Fven scemingly adequate drill systems are usually so poorly planted
that they would collapse under the panic conditions of a real fire.

The local fire chief and 1 visited a New FEngland public school
1o witness a drill for which it had become famous. The school principal
was cordiality itself; he would be happy to call a drilt if we could
wait until he finished an urgent matter. Handing his secretary a hastily
scribbled note, he completed his business, then invited us to pull any
alarm box in the school. The drill was marvelously efficient. But when
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the chief asked my opinion of it, I handed him a crumbled note 1 snag-
ged from the seertary’s wastebasket. It read: “Tell teachers to announce
fire drill in five minutes.”

The chiel returned to the school immediately. Entering unnoticed,
he pulled the nearest alarm. In a split sccond, pandemonium reigned.
The wild-eyed principal came racing down the hall. Children piled out
of classrooms like rats from a sinking ship. Teachers scrcamed futile
instructions which only added to the bedlam. The school famed for its
perfect drill was in tumult hecavse this time cvery one thought it really
was a fire!

In a drill at a three-story North Dukota school I saw teachers
dismiss the first floor before calling pupils from the second. Last of all,
the kindergarten tots were summoned from the top story notwith-
standing the fact that rising heat makes the top floor the deadbiest. In
any kind of blaze these children wonld have been burned to a crisp.

In another school, the fire bell brought pupils from the top floor
rushing downstairs with their hats and coats, while those from the lower
floor raced upstairs! Why? The cloakroom was on the upper floor, and
the principal blithely cxplained that “the children must get their wraps.”
It seems that his son had once caught cold going out barcheaded.

The catalogue of folly is cndless. In a Delaware school 1 saw 37
student-teachers remain on the top floor through a drill, contending
indignantly that they. weren't under the school jurisdiction! In 2 Penn-
sylvania high school the print shop, domestic science and mechanical
training depariments were excused from drill because, as 1 was told,
“it would interfere with their work.” A quite general practice is to leave
crippled boys and girls sitting in their seats durtng fire drill.

Such criminal ignorance is nation-wide, and it takes its ghastly
toll. T saw with my own eyes a school fire in Collingwood, Ohio, in
which 173 children perished. In Peabody, Mass., a volcano of scorching
smoke fatally engulfed 22 girls and boys. The blackened remains of
77 children were raked out of the ashes of a Camden, S. C., school-
house, Ninety percent of our schools are still shameful firctraps!

Even a well-constructed schoo! can become a pyre if pupils are not T
methodically instructed. Good construction or bad, a well arganized
fire drill can work miracles. At Timnath, Col, 223 pupils walked :
through smoke so thick they had to hold hands to avoid going astray !
in the halls! In Milwaukee 950 children came through in perfect discipline,
though the blaze did $35,000 damage in 15 minutes; and 475 youngslers
in Fort Worth made their way to safety despite the fact that two stair-
ways had been cut off. {

(7]
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These children who escaped were no braver or smarter than
those who have perished in school fires; the only difference was that
they had been taught fire-drill discipline.

[ should like to convert every school official and parent to the
Texas system, where the study of fire hazards is included in cvery
curriculum, and two fire drills a month are held in all schools. Student
committees have charge of the drills, and often call them themsclves.

Early cach term in every schoo! older pupils are appointed Room
Captains. Floor Captains, and Fire Marshals, All hive specific duties:
one is responsible for assisting lame or erippled schoolmates; another for
seeing that his room is cempty before closing the door; still another leads
the line from his floor; others check on cloakrooms and toilets to sce
that they are vacant. Al signals are given by hand to prevent shouting
and confusion. The whole process of amptying a school completely
should not require more than two minutes. I it takes longer, the situation
calls for investigation, '

Before any drills are held, the students have what football coaches
would call “skull practice.” The location of the primary and secondary
extts for each group is made clear; the treacherous behavior of fire is
dramatized. In short, the pupils are taught what a fire drill really is, and
why they must do certain things.

A feature of the Texas system is the “obstructed drill” whijch
gives the children practice in emergency thinking. A large red ball is
secretly placed on some stairway or fire ¢scape, indicating that this
exit is cut off. Located so the students don™t see it unti] the last moment,
it comes as a surprise. But they turn calmly to another exit!

When the building is evacuated, teachers quickly call the roll,
since it is vital to account for every occupant immediately. The danger

of not doing so was demanstrated at a2 South Carolina fire where

seven pupils, safely outside, ran back for their wraps and were cremated.
A happier example was the conflagration at Wellesley College where the
roll call showed eight girls missing in time to rescue them.

You've been lucky if your school has never had a fire. But don't
stretch your fire Juck too far. 1 have seen it change too often, when
children, undrilled, and paralyzed with fear, have been burned to death.
Such tragedies rend a community with wild and useless remorse. The
wise course is to rtesolve that the school children of your community
be prepared to mect the fire emergency that sooner or later comes to
every school.

[8]
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SECTION 8. Educational Facilities.- Specific Reguirements are
Upgrading of Existing Educational Facilities

The following requirements must be met for upgrading
of existing educational facilities to satisfy fire prevention
and fire safety standards:

(1} Replace 0ld combustible interior finish such as
wood or fiberboard walls, ceiling, and dados with correctly
rated material or these surfaces shall be painted with an
approved fire retardant paint.

(2) Close all vent flues in masonry walls or provide
adequate automatic fire dampers on each opening.

(3) Attic and roof spaces shall be broken up into
small areas by adeguate fire barriers and these areas shall
not be used for storage.

(4) Where possible, automatic sprinklers should be
installed in basements, attics, roof s?aces, snack rooms, waste
storage areas, shop and industrial arts areas.

(5) Replace olil scaked wood floors and where possible
replace combustible floor supports.

(6) Eliminate unvented and open flame gas stoves
for heating in all buildings.

(7) Flues for heating devices shall be standard
masonry built from the ground up, or an alternate method

approved by the Fire Marshal.
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(8) Central heating plants shall be enclosed in
rooms of.minimum one-hour, fire-resistive construction, with
adequate exits to the outside and adequate ventilation.

(9) Open cloak racks shall be removed from halls
and corridors. |

(10) No additions or alterations shall be appioved
unless substandard fire safety conditions in the existing
facility are upgraded to acceptable standards.

(11) The foregoing is not intended to be the only
requirements to be imposed but are above-stated for emphasis.,
Additional requirements and standards in the appropriate
sections of the National Standard Codes cited in Section 4

of these rules and regulations also must be satisfied.

SECTION 9. Sprinkler Protection

All nursing, convalescent, old age, custodial care,
and long term or extended care homes or institutions, existing
and new, regardless of the type of construction, shall be pro-
vided with complete automatic sprinkler protection in accordance
with Standard 13 contained within the aforeséid National Fire
Codes.

Note: This section is set forth to clarify the
requirement as stated and is not intended as a comprehensive
treatment of this topic; for additional standards and requirements
sec the appropriate sections of the National Standards angd Codes:

cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.
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SECTION 10. Carpeting

All carpeting and other floor coverings used within the
State of West Virginia shall have a flame spread of no more than
75, smoke development factor of no more than 150, by test report
from a nationally recognized testing laboratory. This test is
the Steiner Tunnel Test in accordance with Standafd 225 contained
within aforesaid The National Fire Codes. This test report shall
be supplied by the manufacturer. This requirement shall not
apply as to one and two family dwellings.

The foregoing is not intended as a comprehensive treat-
ment of this topic; for additoinal standards and requirements see
the appropriate sections of the National Standards and-Codes

cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.

SECTION 1l1. Maintenance of Fire Hazard; Order for Correcting
Condition, Removal of Material, Repair, Demolition,
etc.; Order to Contain Notice to Comply and Right
to Appeal. :

Whenever the State Fire Marshal, by and through person
working under his direction, shall determine (based upon the State
Fire Code and/or on the experience and knowledge applied.in the
operation of his office) (1) that any building or structure has
been constructed, altered, or repaired in a manner violating the
State Fire Code as promulgated prior to the commencement of such
construction, alterations, or repairs, or (2} that any building

or other structure or property of any kind, which, for want of
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repairs, or by reason of its age, dilapidated, or abandoned con-
dition or for any other reason constitutes a fire hazard, and

is located or constructed so as to constitute a danger to other
buildings, property, persons, life, or_limb, or (3) that in any
building or upon any premises there is located any combustible,
flammable or explosive substance or material, or other condition
dangerous to the safety of persons occupying the building or
premises and adjacent premises and property, then the State

Fire Marshal shall order such condition or thing to be corrected,
or combustible, etc., items to be removed, or such building or
buildings to be repaired, closed to occupants, or removed, a§
required by the circumstances, and such order shall be promptly
complied with by the owner, agent, occupant, and lessee of such
premises, place, property, or thing. Any such ordér may be termed
in the alternative, e.g., allowing repair and if not repaired then
require demolition. Any such order by the State Fire Marshal
concludes that a fire hazard exists, shall advise what repairs,
etc., and/or demolition, must be accomplished, shall advise that
compliance therewith shall be completed within thirty (30) days

of issuance, shall advise that in the event of noncompliance the
State Fire Marshal is authorized by statute to enter into ang upon
the premises affected by such order and cause the building,
structure, premises, or thing to be repaired, torn down, materials
removed and all dangerous conditions to be remedied (as the case
may be) at the expense of the owner, and shall advise that the
subject order can be contested by entering an appeal to the State

Fire Commission.
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SECTION 12. Self-Service Gasoline Stations

All self-service gasoline stations shall monitor the
dispensing of Class I flammable liguids by an attendant. This
shall not be misconstrued to allow the attendant to be from
view of pumps while Class I, Flammable Liquid is being dispensed5

Note: This section is set forth to clarify the
requirement as stated and is not intended as a comprehensive
treatment of this topic; for additional standards and require-
ments see the appropriate sections of the National Standards

and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and regulations.

SECTION 13. Fire Safety Eguipment—Misuse or Abuse

The intentional misuse or abuse by any person(s) of any
fire safety equipment, e.g., portable fire extinguishers, fire
alarm systems, sprinkler system components, etc., is strictly
prohibited and’any conduct amounting to such intentional misuse

or abuse shall be in violation of these rules and regulations.

SECTION 1l4. High Rise Buildings-Fire Safety Standards
and Requirements.

14.01. General - Bulldings or structures more than
forty (40} feet in height, measured from the lowest grade. level
to the highest point of the structure, shall be subject to

the rules and regulaticons set forth herein for high rise buildings.

These high rise regulations shall not nullify or interfere with
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exlsting city ordinances or local laws now or hereafter adopted
relative to this subject, which impose more restrictive standérds
or requirements. Note, the rules and requlations provided in
this section of the State Fire Code are not intended to be

a comprehensive treatment of this topic; for additional standards
and requirements see the appropriate sections of the national
standards and codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and
regulations.

14.02. Automatic Fire Extinguishing Systems - Any

building or structure used for human occupancy, regardless of
construction, shall have an approved automatic fire extinguishing
system throughout the entire building installed in accordance with
the National Fire Codes as provided in the Standard 13 thereof,
Sprinkler Systems, Installation.

14,03. Access - A minimum of two sides of the building
shall remain accessible to fire department operations at all times.

14.04. Compartmentation - Compartmentation shall be

provided in every building to provide areas of refuge for the
building's occupants. This may be provided by:

(1) a. Installation of a horizontal exit
dividing a story into two areas of
approximately the same size and not
exceeding 30,000 square feet.

b. Sub-dividing the building into 5
story compartments by interrupting the
stairshaft with smoke barriers every
5th floor, or through the use of
smokeproof enclosures for all stair-
ways, or any other method which will
protect against the movement of smoke
from one compartment to another.
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(2) Horizontal exit walls used for com-
partmentation of building shall have
no opening which permits transferral
of smoke from one compartment to the
other except for required exits.

(3) Fire damper shall be activated by the
smoke detector in the duct or area and
shall close in the compartmentation
wall. All compartmentation walls shall
meet the requirements of smoke barrier
partitions as well as have the reguired
fire resistive rating.

14.05. VFire Alarm System - The fire alarm system shall

conform to the standards and requirements imposed by Section 4
and Section 15 of these rules and regulations.

14.06. Emergency Audible Communication - Any building

or structure used for human occupancy, regardless of construction,
that is seventy-five (75) feet in height or greater measured

from the lowest grade level to the highest point of the structure,
shall have an approved continucusly electrically supervised fire
department communication systems.

14.07. Central Control Station -~ A central control sta-

tion for Fire Department operations shall be provided in a location
approved by the State Fire Marshal or the designated or approved
local fire authority having jurisdiction. It shall contain the
fire department voice communication system panel, fire detection
and alarm system panels, status indicators and controls or
elevators and air handling systems, a public telephone, sprinkler
valve, water flow indicators, and stand-by controls.

14.08. Emergency Power - A permanently installed emer-

gency power generation system conforming to Standard 70 of the

National Fire Codes shall be provided.
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All power, lighting, signal, and communication
facilities, required by these rules and regulations or other-
wise, shall be transferable to the stand-by power system.

The emergency system shall be of sufficient effective-
ness to provide service to, but not limited to, the following:
Fire Alarm System
Exit & Other Emergency Lighting
Fire Protection Equipment
Required Mechanical Ventilation

Fire Department Elevator
Fire Department Communication System.

. . * =
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.14.09. Smoke Control - Natural or mechanical ventilation
for the removal of the products of combustion shall be provided in

every story and shall consist of one or more of the following:

(1) Panels or windows in the exterior wall
which can be opened from an approved
location other than the fire floor.
Such venting facilities shall be pro-
vided at the rate of 20 square feet
per 50 lineal feet of exterior wall in
each story, whichever is greater, and
distributed around the perimeter at
not more than 50 foot intervals. Such
panels shall be clearly identified as
required by the State Fire Marshal or
the designated or approved local fire
authority having jurisdiction.

(2) Tempered glass may be used in lieu of
openable panels.

{3) With complete automatic sprinklers

installed, the mechanical air handling
. equipment may be designed to assist

smoke removal. Under fire conditions,

the return and exhaust air shall be

moved directly to the outside without

recirculation to other sections of

the building.




(4) A shaft through which smoke and heat
can be mechanically vented to the out-
doors may be provided. The size of the
shaft shall be uniform throughout and of
such dimensions as to provide 60 air changes
pPer hour in the largest compartment served
anywhere in the building. Openings into
the shaft shall be protected with an
automatic single piece shutter located
as high in the room as possible and
designed to vent the entire compartment.

(5) Any other design which will produce equi-
valent results subject to the approval by
state fire marshal or the designated or
approved local fire authority having
jurisdiction.

14.10. Concessions - The following concessions can be

considered when the building is completely sprinklered throughout:

(1) Fire resistive time periods may be
reduced by one hour in the following
assemblies:

(a) Interior bearing walls

(b} Exterior bearing walls

(c) All non-bearing walls

(d) Beams & trusses supporting roofs
{e) Beams supporting floors and roofs

Example: 3 hour wall reduced to a 2 hour.
(2) No concession can be allowed, however,

which would result in the corridor walls
having less than one hour separation.
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SECTION 15. Fire Alarm Systems

15.01. General Requirements for all Occupancies -

(1) Sprinkler system(s) installed - The 0S & Y and
P.I.V. Valves shall be electrically supervised and tied into
the trouble side of the alarm.

(2) Sprinkler System shall be tied in with main
alarm system.so when activated the alarm will sound.

(3) Fire Alarm System shall have self-contained smoke
detector units in single family dwelling apartments with under
12 units in a single building of less than four (4) stories in
accordance with Standand 74 of The National Fire Codes.

(4) All fire alarm system wiring shall be placed in
metal conduits or metal raceways and installed in accordance
with the National Electrical Code requirements and those of
Standards 72-A and 72-B of The National Fire Codes.

{5) All fire alarm systems includihg all components
(panel, etc.) shall be electrically supervised throughout except
when specifically exempted by definition herein and also shall
be tied in ahead of the main power disconnect, unless seconaary
power source is required. Dry cell batteries shall not be used
to supervise or supply any component of the fire alarm system.
Exception: Secondary source of power where required shall be
provided and utilization of a trickle-charge, rechargeable
batteries are acceptable. (Automotive type batteries prohibitive)

{(6) All fire alarm systems shall be tied into the fire

department legally serving that facility or area, subject to




acceptance and approval of such a tie-in by the local fire
department, or to a central communication center responsible
for receiving emergency calls with 24-hour surveillance.

(7) All heating, air conditioning, ventilation systems
greater than 2,000 CFM and less than 15,000 CPM shall have a
smoke detector in the return air for direct automatic shut down,
to close main dampers and to sound alarm in the event of fire.

(a) All heating, air conditioning, ventilation

systems greater than 15,000 CFM shall have
smoke detectors installed in both supply
and return air duct to shut down equip-
ment and sound alarm in event of fire,
2nd-close main dampers.

(b) Detectors shall be zoned to indicate

floor and/or area of origin on fire

alarm annumicator panel. A single air
handling unit for the facility shall only
reflect notification on Fire Alarm Panel.

(8) Sounding devices shall be of such character and
so located as to arouse all occupants of the facility or building
thereof endangered by fire and shall be different than any other
system which utilizes bells for notification other than fire.
Visual devices shall be provided in occupancies subject to the
authority having jurisdiction. Exception: All Institutional
Occupancies shall have chimes in patient sleeping areas. Penal
Institutional shall not comply with the exception.

(9) Manual pull stations shall be located at all
required fire exits with no station greater than 200 feet of

each other. Manual pull stations to be of same general opera-

tional type. See specific OCcupancy for additional requirements.
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Exception: Educational facilities that have exits from each class-
room to the outside shall not be required to have the manual pull
station. This exception does not apply if no corridor exist.

) (10) Thermal detectors are required in the following

hazardous areas in all occupancies requiring a fire alarm system:

{a) Elevator shafts r/r
(b) Attic and cockloft spaces r/r
(c) Storage Rooms r/r
(d) Furnace or boiler rooms (Fixed Temp.)
(e) Janitor's closets r/r
(f) Xitchens & utility rooms (Fixed Temp.)
(g) Laboratories, Home Ed., Wood-
working Shops, Auto Shops, r/x

& Locker rooms-
Exception: If the building is completely
sprinklered - Thermal detectors
are not required.

(11) Smoke detectors are required in the following areas
in all occupancies requiring fire alarm system:
(a) Electrical panel rooms
(b} Corridors which have adjacent sleeping rooms
(c) Computer, computer tape storage rooms,
computer room sub-floor area
(d) Auditorium stages if not sprinklered.
Smoke detectors where required shall be placed a
maximum of 15 feet from end of corridor and walls and
- 30 feet on centers. Variance to these requirements
must have submission of technical data to support
exceeding these distance requirements.
(12) A building or structure being used for more
than one occupancy must comply with the fire alarm system require-

ments of all such occupancies, and where inconsistent must satisfy

the more stringeﬁt of the requirements.
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(13) All structurally connected buildings.shall have
one fire alarm system.

(14) Having an approved Fire Alarm system will not
negate the necessity of satisfying other requirements of the State
Fire Code. |

(15) All fire alarm systems, prior to installation,
requires approval by the State Fire Marshal or by his designated
or approved local fire authority. Fire alarm systems not
installed within one year must be resubmitted to the State
Fire Marshal {or his designated or approved local fire authority)
for approval prior to installation.

These general requirements and the specific requirements
following in this section of the State Fire Code must be met; for
additional standards and requirements (which likewise must be
complied with) see the appropriate sections of the National
Standards and Codes cited in Section 4 of these rules and regu-
lations.

15.02, Requirements for Educational Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required in all educational
occupancies, and such a system must meet the requirements and
standards as provided herein, educational occupancies include
all buildings used for the gathering of persons for the purposes
of instruction. Educational occupancies include (but are not

limited to):
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Schools Academies

Universities Nursery Schools
Colleges - Kindergartens
. Head Start Libraries

Day Care Facilities (all ages)
Sheltered Work Shops

(2) The standards and requirements provided for above
in this section under General Requirements For All Occupancies
shall be complied with in all educational occupancies as if
herein restated verbatim.

{3) Open Plan Classroom Concepts will require a cémplete
smoke detection_system throughout the facility. Exception: Area
under 2,000 square feet without visual impairment shall not
necessitate a smoke detection system.

(4) Day Care Centers shall have smoke detectors installed
on the ceiling of each story in front of the doors to the stairways
and at no greater than 30 feet spacing in the corridors of all
floors occupied by the center. Detectors shall also be installed
in lounges and recreation areas in centers.

(5) Annuniciator panel is to be readily accessible to
local fire department personnel if more than one zone is reguired
or provided.

(6) Alarm audible signal shall be the horn type.

(7} Electrical firé alarm panel shall be readily
accessible to authorized personnel.

(8) R/R Thermal detectors are required in all
Rest Rooms.

(9) Interior room(s) require smoke detectors 20 feet

on centers and 15 feet from walls throughout the corridors.
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An interior room is one which does not have a
door or window directly to the outside of the building which
is of such size as to provide for emergency evacuation.

{10) Smoke detectors shall be in all corridors.
Exception: Single story buildings with direct exiting to the
exterior from every room via a door.

15.03. Requirements for Assembly Occupancy -

(1} A firm alarm system is required in all places
of assembly, and such a system must meet the requirements as
provided herein. Places of assembly include, but are not limited
to, all buildings or portions of buildings used for gathering
together 50 or more persons. Places of assembly shall include
those facilities used for such purposes as deliberation, worship,
entertainment, amusement, or awaiting transportation. Assembly

occupancies include (but are not limited to):

Theaters Churches

Motion Picture Theaters Dance Halls

Assembly Halls Club Rooms

Exhibition Halls Passenger Facilities,
Museums terminals of air, surface,
Skating rinks : underground, and marine
Gymnasiums public transportation
Bowling Lanes facilities

Pool Rooms Recreation Piers
Armories : Courthouse

Mortuary Chapels Conference Rooms
Restaurants Broadcasting Studios

Assembly occupancies used for any educational purposes, e.q.,
kindergarten or early childhool secondary education, shall be
classed as educational facilitles and the fire alarm requirements

provided for Educational Occupancy must be met.
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(2) The standards and requirements provided for above
in this section under General Requirements for all Occupancies
shall be complied with in all assembly occupancies as if herein
restated verbatim.

(3) Annunicator panel and/or fire alarm panel are to
be readily accessible to Fire Department and inspection personnel.

(4) Movie theaters will not be required to provide
sounding audible device, but alerting personnel within movie
theater and of local Fire Department of the alarm is required.

15.04. Reguirements for Institutional Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required in all institu-
tional occupancies, and such a system must meet the requirements
and standards as provided herein. Institutional buildings are
those used for purposes such as medical or other treatment of
care of persons suffering from physical or mental illness,
disease, or infirmity; for the care of infants; convalescents
or aged persons; and for penal or corrective purposes. Insti-
tutional buildings provide sleeping facilities for the occupants
and are occupied by persons who are mostly incapable of self-
preservation because of age, physical or mental disability, or
because of security measures not under the occupant's control.

{(2) The standards and requirements provided for
above in section under General Requirements for all Occupancies
shall be complied with in all institutional occupancies as if

herein restated verbatim.
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(3) Institutional occupancies are hereinafter placed
in Groups A, B, and C and these designations then used to indicate .

which group or groups must comply with the stated requirement,

all as follows:

GROUPS

A. Health Care Facilities
Hospitals
Nursing Homes

B. Residential - Custodial Care
Nurseries
Home for the Aged - (Group Home/Group Residence)
Mentally Retarded Care Institutions
Detoxification Center or Homes

C. Residential - Restrained Care
Penal Institutions
Reformatories
Jails
Detention Homes
Group Homes for Juveniles

REQUIREMENTS
A, B, and C (a) Annuniciator Panel is to be readily
accessible to Fire Department Personnel
{b) Electrical Fire Alarm Panel shall be
' readily accessible to authorized per-
sonnel.
A and B (c) An approved automatic smoke detection

system shall be installed in all corridors

of hospitals, nursing homes, and residential-
custodial care facilities. Smoke detectors
shall be spaced 30 feet on centers and

no more than 15 feet from any wall or exit.

(d) Manual pull stations shall be installed
. every 50 feet throughout the facility in
patient room areas starting no more than
15 feet from ends of corridors. All
- other manual pull stations are in accor-
dance with general reguirements.




A (e) Hospitals and Nursing Home fire alarm
systems shall have annuniciators located
at all nurse's stations, the telephone
switchboard, and at such other super-
vised locations from which assistance
may be summoned.

C (f}) Smoke detectors shall be installed in
corridors of jail cell. If no corridor
exists, the installation shall be at the
highest point of the cell area. A metal
cage for protection from occupant's
abuse is advised and shall not interfere
with the operation.

{g) Smoke detectors shall be installed in
corridors of reformatories for rehabili-
tation where sleeping facilities exist.
If no corridors are provided, smoke
detectors are required in sleeping rooms.

15.05. Reqguirements for Residential Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required for each of the
herein enumerated groups of residential buildings, and such
system must meet the.requirements and standards provided herein.
A residential building is one in which sleeping accomodations
are provided for normal residential purposes and include all build-~
ings designed to provide sleeping accomodations, but shall not
include those buildings classified and used for institutional
occupancy.

(2) The standards and requirements provided for
above in section under General Requirements for all Occupancies
shall be complied with in all institutional occupancies as if

herein restated verbatim.




(3) Residential Occupancies are hereinafter placed
in Groups A, B, C, D, and E, and these designations then used to

indicate which group or groups must comply with the stated reguire-

ment, all as follows:

GROUPS

A. Hotels'Motels/Lodging or Rooming Houses - 4
Oor more people

B. Apartments

C. Dormitories, Orphanages for age 6 years.and clder
D. Dwelling units - 12 or more, Town Houses

E. Group Homes, Halfway Houses

REQUIREMENTS

A. (Hotels/Motels/Lodging or Rooming Houses with
4 or more guests)

(a) Smoke detectors shall be installed 15 feet
prior to any wall and located 30 feet on
centers throughout all inside corridors.

(b} Manual pull stations shall be located at
each stairway exit and elevator lobby with no
marual pull stations exceeding 200 feet
separations and located inside corridors.

(c) Motels (single story) shall have manual pull
stations every 75 feet on exterior walls (minimum
requirement shall be at least one.)

B. {Apartments)

{a) Apartment buildings having more than 12 units or
three or more stories in height shall have a
fire alarm system.

(b) Manual pull stations at each floor level located
at exits. :

(c) Smoke detector({s) shall be installed in each -
apartment located prior to entrance to bedrooms.
Depending upon confiquration of rooms will
dictate the number of detectors required.

This detector(s) is to be tied intoc the main
~alarm system.
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(The detectors in apartments may be a separate
system for the building to alert apartment
personnel of alarm. The corridor smoke
detectors, manual pull stations, etc., when
activated shall sound general alarm.)

(d) Apartment buildings containing more than 12 units
or more than three stories in height shall have
smoke detectors installed 30 feet on centers and
15 feet from ends of corridors. :

C. (Dormitorv)

(a) Smoke detectors shall be installed in all corridors
of sleeping room areas spaced 30 feet on centers
and 15 feet from any wall or ends of corridors.

(b) All rooms not properly separated from corridors
shall have smoke detectors spaced same as C-(a).

EXAMPLE: Large entrance such as a lobby, etc.
D. (Dwelling Units - 12 or more, Town Houses}
{a) Same reguirements are imposed as for apartments.
E. (Group Homes - Halfway Houses)

. (a) Smoke detectors shall be installed in all corridors
of sleeping room areas spaced 30 feet on centers
and 15 feet from any wall or ends of corridors.

(k) All rooms not properly separated from corridors

shall have smoke detectors spaced same as E-(a).

15.06. Requirements for Mercantile Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required in all mercantile
occupancies over 3,000 sgquare feet, and such system must meet the
requirements and standards as provided herein. Mercantile
Occupancies include stores, markets, and other rooms, buildings,

or structures for the display and sale of merchandise. Included

. in this occupancy group are:




Class A & B Stores as defined by Life Safety Code

Supermarkets Drugstores
Department Stores Auction Rooms
Shopping Centers Malls

(2} The standards and requiremeﬁts.provided for
above in section under General Requirements for all Occupancies
shall be complied with in all mercantile occupancies as if
herein restated verbatimn.

(3) Unprotected or undivided attic space, cocklofts,
will require thermal aetectors throughout.

(4) However, if the mercantile occupancy has a complete
and approved sprinkler protection system, a fire alarm system is

not reguired.

15.07. Reguirements for Business Occupancy -

(1) A fire alarm system is required in all business
occupancies having a combined capacity of fiftyv or more occupants
and such system must comply with the standards and requirements
provided for above in this section under General Requirements
for all Occupancies.

{2) PBusiness Buildings are those used for the trans-
action of business (other than that covered under Mercantile),
for the keeping of accounts and records, and similar purposes.

Included (but not limited to) in this occupancy group are:

Doctors' Offices . Town Halls
Dentisgsts' Offices Courthouses

City Halls General Offices
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15.08. Requirements for Industrial and Storage

Occupancy -

(1)

A fire alarm system is required in all Industrial

and Storage Occupancies, and such system must comply with the

standards and
under General

(2)
as defined in

to in Section

requirements provided for above in this section
Requirements for all Occupancies.

Industrial and Storage occupancies is used herein
the National Fire Codes (Life Safety Code) referred

4 of these rules and regulations.
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SECTION 16. Order or Decision of the State Fire Marshal; and

Appeals and Procedure for Appeals from such Orders
or Decisions

Any person aggrieved by an order or final written deci-
sion of the State Fire Marshal based upon or made in the course
of the administration or enforcement of the provisions of Article
3 of Chapter 29 of the Official Code of the State of West Virginia
or based upon or made pursuant to these rules and regulations,
and desiring to contest such order or decision may enter an
appeal from such order or decision to the State Fire Commission.
Preserving the right to have such an appeal and the manner of
proceeding with the resulting contested case shall be governed
by the following rules and regulations and by the corresponding
‘state statutes, i.e., West Virginia Code § 29-3-1 et seqg. and
West Virginia Code, Chapter 29A.

16.01. State Fire Marshal's Order and Decisions are

Final and Conclusive -~ Any order or final written decision of the

State Fire Marshal based upon or made in the course of the
administration or enforcement of the provisions of Article 3

of Chapter 29 of the official Code of the State of West Virginia,
or based upon or made pursuant to these rules and regulations,
shall be final and conclusive, unless vacated or modified upon
review pursuant to the appeal rights and procedures provided

by said statute and these rules and regulations.

16.02. West Virginia Code § 29-3-12(g) and (h) Inquiry

and Investigation -~ The testimony which may be obtained by the

State Fire Marshal pursuant to the authority stated in West




Virginia Code § 29-3~12(g) and (h) shall be obtained without
compliance with the provisions set forth in these Rules and
Regulations governing "Procedure in Contested Cases." Where
apprecpriate, a subsequent order by the State Fire Marshal
relating to the testimony so obtained shall, the same as any
other order by the State Fire Marshal, be subject to the appeal
rights provided in West Virginia Code § 29-3-1, et seq.

16.03. Appeal Petition - The appeal petition is to be

typewritten, styled "Appeal Petition," and submitted with an
original and one (1) copy. It shall be complete in itself so

as to fully state the matters contested. No telegram, telephone
call, or similar communication will be regarded as an appeal
petition. The petition must contain and include the following:
(1) a copy of the order or decision of the State Fire Marshal
being contested; (2) a clear and concise assignment of each

error which the petitioner alleges to have been committed by

 the State Fire Marshal in issuing said order or decision with
each assignment of error being shown in separately numbered para-
graphs; (3) a clear and concise statement of fact upon which the
petitioner relies as sustaining its assignment of errors; (4) the
address petitioner desires to have all notices, documents, and the
final order mailed to; (5) the telephone number or numbers where
petitioner can be contacted; (6) the names and addresses of all
persons having any ownership interest in the property which

is the subject of the State Fire Marshal's order being contested;

(7} a prayer setting forth the relief sought; and (8) the

signature of the petitioner or its duly authorized officer.




16.04. Time Requirement and Manner of Filing Appeal

Petition - An appeal petition must be personally delivered (by
the petitioner oxr some other person) on or mailed to the State
Fire Marshal within thirty (30) days following service upon the
petitioner [or within thirty (30) days following actual receipt
if service be not required or for some reason not accomplished]
of the order or decision being contested. Any appeal petition that
is mailed shall be by certified mail, return receipt requested,
and shall be considered timely if postmarked within the said
thirty (30) day period. Any appeal petition not delivered of
mailed as aforesaid within said thirty (30) day period shall
not be timely filed and the order or decision of the State Fire
Marshal being contested by the untimely appeal petition shall be
final and conclusive.

In accomplishing the filing of the appeal petition, same
shall be personally delivered to the office of the State Fire
Marshal located in the Capitol Complex at the State Capitol in
Charleston, West Virginia, or mailed to the State Fire Marshal,
State Capitol Complex, Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

16.05. Copy of Appeal Petition to State Fire Commission -

Upon receipt of an appeal petition, the State Fire Marshal shall
forthwith supply a copy of same to the State Fire Commission together
with an opinion by the State Fire Marshal regarding the urgency

of the matter being contested. The Sﬁate FPire Marshal may elect

to file a response to the Appeal Petition, and if he so does, same

shall be delivered to the State Fire Commission and a copy mailed

to the petitioner.




16.06. Scheduling Appeal Petition for and Notice of

Hearing — The State Fire Commission through its ewmployees or agents
shall schedule a hearing on the appeal petition giving the peti-
tioner and the State Fire Marshal at least ten (10) days' written
notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing. Said notice
to the petitioner shall be by personal delivery or by certified
mail, return receipt requested, shall contain a short and plain
statement of the matters to be considered at the hearing, shall
contain a short and plain statement of the State Fire Marshal's
response, if any, to the appeal petition, and shall spegify

who is to be the hearing examiner. A copy of the said notice to.
the petitioner shall be supplied to the State Fire Marshal. Any
such hearing shall be conducted at a designated location at the
State Capitol in Charleston, West Virginia, or if more convenient
to the State Fire Commission in making a determination on a
specific appeal petition at a location within the County where
the premises in question are totally or partially located.

16.07. Authorized Representative - The petitioner may

appear individually, or by legal counsel. In the absence of the
petitioner, written evidence of a representative's authority must
be presented to the satisfaction of the State Fire Commission,

or the hearing examiner.

16.08. Continuances - Hearings will not be delayed by

a motion for continuance, unless it is timely made in writing (or
on the record as a part of the transcript of a hearing) and sets
forth good and sufficient cause. In considering any motion for

continuance the urgency of the situation, as represented by the

State Fire Marshal shall be determined and taken into consideration.




Conflicting engagements of counsel or the employment of new counsel
will never be regarded as good ground for a continuance, unless

set forth in a motion filed promptly after the notice of hearing
has been mailed, or unless extenuating circumstances are shown

which the State Fire Commission or hearing examiner deems adequate.

16.09. BAbsence of Petitioner or Counsel at the Scheduled
Hearing - The absence of the petitioner or his leéal counsel at a
hearing, after service of notice of time, place, and date,
shall not be the occasion for delay or continuance. The hearing
shall proceed and the case be regarded as having been submitted
for decision on the part of the absent petitioner or petitioners.

16.10. Hearing Examiner - Any member of the State Fire

Commission is authorized to conduct a hearing on an appeal petition,
is authorized to issue subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum, and

is otherwise empowered to have full authority in conducting the
proceedings on .an appeal petition; and, when any such member is

so acting he shall be referred to as the hearing examiner. Addi;
tionally, the State Fire Commission may authorize and empower some
other person (or persons) to conduct a hearing on an appeal petition
and have all of the aforesaid authority in conducting the proceedings;
and likewise, such other person in so acting shall be referred to

as the hearing examiner. As a part of the notice of hearing set
forth in Section 16.06 above, the hearing examiner shall be
specified.

16.11. Subpoenas and Subpoenas Duces Tecum - In all

hearings held hereunder, the evidence of witnesses and the pro-
duction of documentary evidence may be required through the use

of subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum. Such subpoenas or subpoenas
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duces tecum may be issued at the request of the petitioner, the
State Fire Marshal, or of the State Fire Commission, the same
to be issued by either the State Fire Commission or the duly
appointed hearing examiner.

Every such subpoena and/or subpoena duces tecum
shall be served at least five (5) days before the return date
thereof, either by personal service made by any person eighteen
(18) years of age, or older, or by registered or certified mail,
but a return acknowledgment signed by the person to whom the
subpoena or subpoena duces tecum is directed shall be required
to prove service by registered or certified mail.

All subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum will be issued
in the name of the State Fire Commission, but any party requesting
their issuance must see that they are properly served. Service
of subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum issued at the insistence
of the State Fire Commission are to be the responsibility of such
commission.

Any person wno serves any such subpoena or subpoena
duces tecum is entitled to the same fee as sheriffs who serve
witness subpoenas for the circuit courts of this State; and
fees for the attendance and travel of witnesses shall be the
same as for witnesses before the circuit courts of this State.
All such fees shall be paid by the State Fire Commission if
the subpoena or subpoena duces tecum is issued, without the

request of an interested party, at the insistence of the commission.
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All such fees related to any subpoena or subpoena duces tecum
issued at the insistence of the petitioner or the State Fire
Marshal shall be paid by the party who asks that such subpoena
or subpoena duces tecum be issued.

All requests for subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum
shall be in writing and shall contain a statement acknowledging
that the requesting party agrees to pay the aforesaid fees.

Any person receiving a subpoena or subpoena duces tecum
issued hereunder shall honor the same as though it was issued by
a circuit court of the State, and shall appear as a witness énd/or
produce such books, records, or papers in response to such
subpoena or subpoena duces tecum. In case of disobedience or
neglect of any subpoena or subpoena duces tecum served on any
person or the refusal of any witness to testify to any matter
regarding which he or she may be lawfully interrogated, the cir-
cuit court of the county in which the hearing is being held, or
the judge thereof in vacation, upon application by the State
Fire Commission, shall compel obedience by attachment proceedings
for contempt as in.the case of disobedience of the requirements of
a subpoena or subpoena duces tecum issued from such circuit court
or a refusal to testify therein. |

16.12. Evidence - (1) All witnesses appearing at
such hearing shall testify under oath or affirmation. Every
party shall have the right of cross-examination of witnesses

who testify, and shall have the right to submit rebuttal evidence.
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(2) All relevant and material evidence, including papers,
records, agency staff memoranda and documents in the possession
of the State Fire Commission or the State Fire Marshal of which
either party (petitioner or the State Fire Marshal) desires to
< avail itself, shall be offered and made a part of the record in

the case, notwithstanding admissibility objections which might
be validly asserted in a court of law. |

(3} Irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious
evidence shall be excluded. Except as otherwise.herein stated,
the rules of evidence as applied in civil cases in the circuilt
courts of this State shall be followed in considering what evi-
dence shall be admitted. However, when necessary to ascertain
facts not reasonably susceptible. of proof under those rules,

evidence not admissible thereunder may be admitted, except

where precluded by statute or privilege, if it is of a type
commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent men in the conduct.
of their affairs.

16.13. Record of Proceedings - All of the testimony evi-

dence and rulings on admissibility of evidence at any such hearing
shall be reported by stenographic notes and characters or by
mechanical means and in such a manner that a transcript of the
testimony may be prepared. An official record of the hearing will
be prepared by the State Fire Commission, but a transcript, as
aforesaid, need not be prepared by the State Fire Commission

unless it be required for some useful purpose.
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16.14. Informal Disposition - At any stage of the

proceedings, informal disposition may be made of any contested
case by stipulation, agreed settlement, consent order, or

default.

16.15. Decision by State Fire Commission - After the

conclusion of the hearing, the person designated by the State
Fire Commission as hearing examiner shall preparera recommended
decision supported by findings of fact and conclusions of law
affirming, modifying or vacating the earlier order or decision
of the State Fire Marshal with respect to which said hearing
was held, and the State Fire Commission may, thereafter, either
accept or reject such recommended decision, and if it shall
accept such decision it shall sign the same as iﬁs own and if
it shall reject the same, it shall prepare a written decision
setting forth findings of fact and conclusions of law. In
either event, the order signed by the State Fire Commission
shall be final unless vacated or modified upon judicial review
thereof. A copy of said order shall be served upon each party
to the hearing and their attorney of record, if any, in person
or by certified mail, return receipt requested.

16.16. Judicial Review - An appeal may be taken by the

petitioner or by the State Fire Marshal to the Circuit Court in
the county where the premises are totally or partially located,
if filed within thirty (30) days after the date upon which such

party was served with a copy of the final order or decision of
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the State Fire Commission. The final order signed by the State
Fire Commission shall be final and conclusive if the proceedings
for judicial review have not been duly instituted within the
said thirty (30) day period.

Any party adversely affected by the final judgment of
the Circuit Court on an appeal from the State Fire Commission may
seek review thereof by appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeals

of this State.

SECTION 17. Severability

The sections and subsections of these rules and
regulations shall be deemed severable.' Should any section or
subsection be deemed by judicial opinion or legislative enact-
ment to be invalid, unconstitutional or in any manner contrary
to the laws of the State of West Virginia, then such opinion or
enactment shall invalidate only that particular section or sub-
section of these rules and regulations and all other sections
shall remain in full force and effect (provided such remaining
portions are not determined to be inseparable) and to this end

these rules and regulations are declared separable.




