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NOTICE OF A COMMENT PERIOD ON A PROPOSED R
AGENCY: West Virginia Ethics Commission TITLE NUMBER: 158

k(.70

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES _X_ NO __

IF YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED: 3

TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: Complaints, Investigations and Hearings

IF NO, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:
TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:

IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING, A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH
ANY INTERESTED PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS
COMMENT PERIOD WILL END ON _July 5, 2005 AT 2:00 p.m. ONLY WRITTEN

COMMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AND ARE TO BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:

West Virginia Ethics Commission

1207 Quarrier St., Suite 407 THE ISSUES TO BE HEARD SHALL BE
LIMITED TO THIS PROPOSED RULE.
Charleston, WV 25301-1836

LoD B

Authorized Signature

ATTACH A BRIEF SUMMARY OF YOUR PROPOSAL




BRIEF SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RULE
Title 158, Series 3
During a 2005 Special Session of the Legislature, extensive changes were made to the
Ethics Act. One significant change is that after a Complaint is initially filed, it will no longer be
assigned to an Investigative Panel; instead, it will be referred to a newly created Probable Cause
Review Board. The existing series 3, while designated as a legislative rule, is essentially
procedural in nature. Further much of the rule focuses upon the role of investigative panels. Due
to the changes in the Ethics Act, the Commission is proposing two new procedural rules to
govern the procedure before the Probable Cause Review Board and before the Commission for
cases where that has been a finding of probable cause by the Review Board. The proposed rules
are W.Va. CSR § 158-16-1 et. seq. (Probable Cause) and W.Va. CSR § 158-17-1 et. seq.
(Hearings). Due to these new rules, and due to provisions in Series 3 which are inconsistent with

the new provisions in the Ethics Act, the Commission is seeking to repeal this rule.



STATEMENT OF CIRCUMSTANCES
Title 158, Series 3

The Legislature amended the West Virginia Ethics Act during the January 2005 Special
Session. Due to the changes, after July 1, 2005, many of the provisions in Series 3 will conflict

with the new law. As such, the Commission is proposing the repeal of this rule.



APPENDIX B
FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title: Complaints, Investigations and Hearings

Type of Rule: Legislative [ |Interpretive [___|Procedural
Agency: West Virginia Ethics Commission

Address: 1207 Quarrier Street, Suite 407

Charleston, WV 25301-1836

Phone Number: 558-0664 Email: tkirk@wvadmin.gov

Fiscal Note Summary
Summarize in a clear and concise manner what impact this measure

will have on costs and revenues of state government.

This rule repeals WV 156CSR3 "Complaints, Investigations and Hearings". No fiscal impact is
anticipated as a result of these amendments.

Fiscal Note Detail
Show over-all effect in Item 1 and 2 and, in Item 3, give an explanation of
Breakdown by fiscal year, including long-range effect.

FISCAL YEAR
Effect of Proposa] 2005 2006 Fiscal Year
Increase/Decrease Increase/Decrease (Upon Full Implementation)
(use “-“) (use “‘II)

1. Estimated Total Cost

Personal Services

Current Expenses

Repairs & Alterations

Assets

Equipment

Other

. 2. Estimated Total
Revenues




Rule Title: Complaints, Investigations and Hearings

3. Explanation of above estimates (including long-range effect):
Please include any increase or decrease in fees in your estimated total revenues.

MEMORANDUM

Please identify any areas of vagueness, technical defects, reasons the proposed rule would
not have a fiscal impact, and/or any special issues not captured elsewhere on this form.

Date: Q/yO 5

Slgnatul:;c of Agency Head or Authorized Representative
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