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§126-163-1.  General.

1.1.  Purpose.  --  The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for providing the additional pay specified in W. Va. Code §18A-4-8a for service personnel who have earned the college hours or comparable training in a trade or vocational school specified in the code section, or those who have earned an associate, a bachelor’s,  a master’s, or a doctorate degree.


1.2.  Authority.  --  West Virginia Constitution, Article XII, Section 2 and W. Va. Code §§18-2-5 and 18A-4-8a.


1.3.  Filing Date.  --  July 15, 2002.


1.4.  Effective Date.  --  August 14, 2002.

§126-163-2.  Applicability.

2.1.  This policy applies only to service personnel.  The policy provides guidance for county boards of education in determining the additional monthly pay as specified in W. Va. Code §18A-4-8a for service personnel who have earned the college hours or comparable training in a trade or vocational school specified in the code section, or those who have earned an associate, a bachelor’s, a master’s, or a doctorate degree.  The bonus specified in code for a college degree is for each degree level. 

§126-163-3.  Definitions.

3.1.  Accredited institution of higher education - A college or university accredited: (1) by the official accrediting agency of the state in which the institution is located, and; (2) by one of the six regional accrediting agencies recognized by the National Commission on Accrediting (Middle States, New England, Northwest, North Central, Southern, and Western associations), the American Association of Bible Colleges, the Association of Independent Colleges and Schools or the Association of Theological Schools, to award degrees at a stipulated level, i.e., associate degree, bachelor’s degree, master’s degree, and/or doctorate degree.


3.2.  Approved trade, vocational, technical, business or similar institution - An institution approved by a state or national institutional or specialized accrediting agency or the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training, U.S. Department of Labor.


3.3.  College hours or comparable training in a trade or vocational school shall be defined to include any combination of the following:



3.3.1.  Semester hour - An hour of college credit from an accredited institution of higher education on the semester system.



3.3.2.  Quarter hour - An hour of college credit from an accredited institution of higher education on the quarter system.  One quarter hour is equivalent to two-thirds of a semester hour.



3.3.3.  Comparable credit obtained in a trade or vocational school - Each fifteen contact hours of training obtained in a post-secondary program from an approved trade, vocational, technical, business or similar institution shall be equivalent to one semester hour of college credit.



3.3.4.  The term “associate degree” means an associate or “two-year” degree earned from an accredited institution of higher education.



3.3.5.  The term “BA” means a bachelor’s degree earned from an accredited institution of higher education.



3.3.6.  The term “BA+15” means a bachelor’s degree earned from an accredited institution of higher education plus fifteen hours of undergraduate or graduate work also earned from an accredited institution of higher education.  The undergraduate hours must have been completed after the bachelor’s degree was awarded.



3.3.7.  The term “MA” means a master’s degree earned from an accredited institution of higher education approved to do graduate work.



3.3.8.  The term “MA+15” means a master’s degree earned from an accredited institution of higher education approved to do graduate work plus fifteen hours of undergraduate or graduate work also earned from an accredited institution of higher education.  This classification requires 45 semester hours including a master’s degree, of which 15 may be undergraduate hours completed after the bachelor’s degree was awarded. 



3.3.9.  The term “MA+30” means a master’s degree earned from an accredited institution of higher education approved to do graduate work plus thirty hours of under-graduate or graduate work also earned from an accredited institution of higher education.  This classification requires 60 semester hours including a master’s degree, of which 15 may be undergraduate hours completed after the bachelor’s degree was awarded. 



3.3.10.  The term “MA+45” means a master’s degree earned from an accredited institution of higher education approved to do graduate work plus forty-five hours of  undergraduate or graduate work also earned from an accredited institution of higher education.  This classification requires 75 semester hours including a master’s degree, of which 15 may be undergraduate hours completed after the bachelor’s degree was awarded. 



3.3.11.  The term “MA+60” means a master’s degree earned from an accredited institution of higher education approved to do graduate work plus sixty hours of  undergraduate or graduate work also earned from an accredited institution of higher education. This classification requires 90 semester hours including a master’s degree, of which 15 may be undergraduate hours completed after the bachelor’s degree was awarded.



3.3.12.  The terms “doctorate” means a doctor’s degree earned from a university qualified and approved to confer such a degree.

§126-163-4.  Verification of Hours.

4.1.  Verification of credit will be an official transcript of course work completed from an accredited institution of higher education or a grade report of completed contact hours in a post-secondary program from an approved trade, vocational, technical, business, or similar institution.  Each employee is responsible for obtaining and providing official copies of the required records to his/her employer.


4.2.  County boards of education are responsible for verifying the number of hours completed by their respective employees for additional pay purposes.
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