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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

POLICY NUMBER AND TITLE: Policy 5050
West Virginia Commission for Professional

Teaching Standards

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ENDED: September 5, 1997 ADOPTED: September 11, 1997

e e — e ————————— e ———— e e e . e .

Background: Policy 5050 creates a new Commission for Professional Teaching Standards
and repeals Policy 5105 which established the Council on Professional Education. The
Commission is charged with recommending to the State Board pelicies and practices in teacher
preparation, licensure and continuing professional development that will ensure that properly
trained and licensed educators are available to every student in West Virginia.

Nothing in Policy 5050 prevents the State Board from initiating, adopting, continuing,
amending or rejecting any policy in the areas of teacher preparation, licensure, or continuing
professional development. The State Board may refer to the Commission for review and
recommendation any policy or amendment that it proposes to initiate in those areas.

Twelve comments were received during the comment period. Prior to approval, the
policy was amended to indicate that all members, with the exception of the higher education
representatives, will be appointed by the State Board. This amendment was based on the

comments received during the comment pericd.
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TITLE 126 Sep IS 3 u2 P} 197

LEGISLATIVE RULE
BOARD OF EDUCATION OFFIC
¢

SERIES 154
WEST VIRGINIA COMMISSION
| FOR
PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS (5050)

§126-154-1. General.

1.1. Scope. - This legislative rule establishes an alliance between the State Board
of Education (hereinafter stated as State Board) and the education profession by creating
a professional teaching standards commission to provide guidance and recommendations
on matters of preparation, licensure and continuing development of educational personnel
for the public schools of West Virginia.

1.2. Authority. - West Virginia Constitution, Article XII, Section 2 and W. Va. Code
§18-2-5.

1.3. Filing Date. - September 15, 1997
1.4. Effective Date. - October 15, 1987

1.5. Repeal of former rule. - This legislative rule repeals and replaces WV
128CSR 154, Policy 5105.

§126-154-2. Summary.

2.1. This rule outlines the purpose, mission, goals, composition and functions of the
West Virginia Commission for Professional Teaching Standards.

§126-154-3. Purpose.

3.1. The State Board is committed to staffing every school and providing every
student with competent educators. The State Board recognizes that teachers,
administrators and higher education faculty can and must work together to improve the
education profession and to enhance educational opportunities for all students in West
Virginia. The State Board also recognizes that it must maintain effective communication
with the educationai community to sustain the high quality education the public deserves

and expects.
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3.2. Therefore, the State Board establishes the West Virginia Commission for
Professional Teaching Standards. This Commission enables the education community to
promote and demand excellence in the preparation and performance of the state’s
educational professionals. It creates a framework to ensure that educators who are
licensed by the state possess the knowiedge and skills to deliver a quality public education
to our current and future citizens. The Commission’s charge is to advise the State Board
on legislation, policies and regulations that ensure excellence in the educational profession
and reflect research and best practices in the preparation and performance of professional
educators.

§126-154-4. Mission and Goals.

4.1. The mission of the West Virginia Commission for Professional Teaching
Standards is to ensure that every student is served by competent educators who meet
rigorous preparation and licensure standards by recommending to the State Board
standards and practices for the development and approval of preparation programs,
licensure and continuing development of educational personnel.

4.2. The geals of the West Virginia Commission for Professional Teaching
Standards are: _

4.2.1. To provide every student in West Virginia public schools with
educators whose preparation and professional growth are based on research and best
practices so that students will attain high levels of achievement.

4.2.2. To establish high and rigorous standards for entrance 1o and retention
in the teaching profession.

4.2.3. To encourage a unified system for professional development from
recruitment to retirement that supports excellence in teaching and learning.

§126-154-5. Composition of the Commission.

5.1. The Commission shall consist of 19 members representing the major
constifuents within the educational community. For purposes of this Commission,
classroom teacher shall mean an individual who spends the majority of her/his time
providing instructional and/or counseling or other professional support services to students.
Included in the membership shall be: ten classroom teachers including at least three
elementary teachers, at least three middle/junior high school teachers, and at least three
high school teachers (one of the ten teachers must be a vocational teacher and one must
be a special education teacher); three higher education representatives from teacher

2
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education including one from a public institution with graduate programs, one from a public
institution with only undergraduate programs and one from a private institution of higher
education; one county superintendent; one elementary principal; one secondary principal;
one county board of education member; one State Board member: and one
community/business representative.

5.2. The members of the Commission shall be chosen as follows:

5.2.1. The teacher members shall be appointed by the State Board. At least
three teacher members must live in each Congressional district.  There shall be at least
one teacher representative from each of the three teacher organizations (West Virginia
Education Association, West Virginia Federation of Teachers, West Virginia Professional
Educators), and at least one teacher representative who does not belong to a teacher
organization.

9.2.2. The Board of Trustees of the University System and the Board of
Directors of the State College System shall each appoint one higher education
representative.

5.2.3. The representative from private institutions of higher education shall
be appointed by the West Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges.

5.2.4. All other members shall be appointed by the State Board.

5.3. Terms of all members, except for initial terms, shall be for a period of three
years. Members may serve no mere than two consecutive terms, regardless of the length
of their initial term. All terms begin on July 1 and end on June 30. Initial appointments shall

be made for the following terms:

5.3.1. Teachers: one teacher in each category (elementary, middle/junior,
high school) of teachers shall be appointed for an initial term of one year; one teacher in
each category shall be appointed for an iniiial term of two years; and one teacher in each
category shall be appointed for an initial term of three years. The tenth teacher shall be

appointed for an initial term of three years.

5.3.2. Higher education representatives shall determine by a random
process which representative serves for an initial term of one year, two years or three
years.

5.3.3. The two principals shall determine by a random process which serves
for an initial term of three years and which serves for an initial term of two years.

3
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5.3.4. The county superintendent shall serve an initial term of three years.
5.3.5. The county board member shall serve an initial term of two years,

5.3.6. The community/business member shall serve an initial term of one
year.

5.3.7. The State Board member shall serve an initial term of one yeaar.

5.3.8. Vacancies shall be filled as quickly as possible by the appropriate
appointing authority. Members filling unexpired terms are subject to the two term limitation,
with the unexpired term constituting a term.

§126-154-6. The Commission’s Relationship with Other Educational Entities.

6.1. State Board of Education. - The Commission is entrusted by the State Board
with developing and recommending legislation and policies related to the professional
preparation, licensure and development of educational personnel that support the mission
of the State Board and reflect research and best practices. The Commission shall report
on at least a quarterly basis to the State Board on its deliberations and recommendations
relating to the licensure and practice of professional educators. The State Board will report
to the Commission its action with regard to any recommendation made by the Commission.

8.2. Higher Education Governing Authorities and Institutions of Higher Education. -
The Commission shall maintain an integral relationship with the public and private higher
education institutions and the governing boards of public higher education and shall
collaborate with higher education in developing procedures and criteria for program review
and time lines that are consistent with State Board Policy 5100.

6.3. West Virginia Department of Education.- The Commission shall maintain
ongoing communication, collaboration and consuitation with the state superintendent of
schools and his/her staff fo ensure compatibility between the Commission's
recommendations for preparation, licensure and professional development of education
personnel and the State Board's mission and goals for public school students. The
Department shall, in consultation with the Commission, include in its annual budget
request to the Legislature a request for a separate line item for sufficient funds to enable
the Commission to accomplish its mission and goals. The State Board shall appoint a
Department of Education liaison o support and facilitate the overall fulfillment of the

Commission’s mission and goals.
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6.4. Profession at Large. - The Commission shall serve as a communication link
with members of the education profession and shall inform the profession on the structure
and operations of the Commission and its impending projects. Additionally, the
Commission is responsible for informing the profession about anticipated changes in the
professional development continuum and soliciting input and participation as a routine
function in the development of proposed legislation and policies recommended for
adoption and implementation.

§126-154-7. Functions of the Commission.

7.1. Major Functions. - The major functions of the Commission are to develop and
recommend to the West Virginia Board of Education a systematic plan for the professional
development of educators that begins with recruitment and concludes upon retirement.
Major components within this continuum include initial preparation, licensure and
continuing professional development. With the primary objective of improving teaching and
learning in the public schools, the Commission’s functions shall include development,
recommendation and evaluation of the following:

7.1.1. Initial Preparation.

a. Standards and requirements for initial preparation and procedures
for program approval.

7.1.2. Licensure,

a. Standards and requirements for initial and continued licensure.

b. Assessment instruments and/or procedures for licensure that will
assure a competent educator.

¢. Reciprocal agreements with other states and countries that promote
the mobility of teachers across state and national lines through the licensure process.

d. A system that includes an assurance that licensed educators
possess the personal characteristics to ensure the safety of the students entrusted to their
care.

e. Criteria and a system for the revocation of licenses for just cause,

7.1.3. Professional Development. ‘
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a. Standards, requirements and procedures that will assure the
continuing growth and improvement of the knowledge and skills of the state’s professional
educators throughout their educationai careers.

7.1.4. Administrative Functions.
a. Bylaws for the Commission’s governance and operation.
b. Alicensure fee structure.

¢. A system that enables an educator to receive due process when
questions arise concerning her/his qualifications.

7.2. Professional Practice Panel. The Commission shall select seven of its
members, four of whom shall be teachers and one of whom shall be a public school
superintendent or principal, to serve as the Professional Practice Panel which shall
recommend to the state superintendent of schools the revocation of an educator's
license(s) for cause. Any case of possible revocation that requires a hearing shall be
referred to the Professional Practice Panel by the state superintendent of schools for
review of the evidence and recommended action. Any hearing held by the Professional
Practices Panel shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures outlined in Policy
1340 (Rules of Procedure for Administrative Hearings and Appeals).

7.3. Licensure Appeal Panel. The Commission shall select seven of its members,
four of whom shall be teachers and one of whom shall be a higher education
representative, to serve as the Licensure Appeal Panel. This panel shall provide an
opportunity for any individual to appeal a decision regarding the issuance of a license or
advanced salary classification using procedures established in Policy 5202 (Minimum
Requirements for the Licensure of Professional/Paraprofessional Personnel and Advanced
Salary Classifications).

7.4. Commission members may not serve on both the Professional Practice Panel
and the Licensure Appeal Panel.

§126-136-8. Ultimate Authority of the West Virginia Board of Education.

8.1. Notwithstanding any other provision of this policy, the West Virginia Board of
Education is not prohibited from initiating, adopting, continuing, amending, or rejecting any
policy that addresses preparation, licensure and/or coniinuing development of professionali
educators. However, any policy or amendment related to preparation, licensure and
continuing development of educational personnel that the State Board initiates may be
referred to the Commission for review and recornmendation prior to action by the State

Board,
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WILLIAM H. HARRINGTON

FI L E E Chief of Staff

JUDY COOPER
Director, Administrative Law
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JAN CASTO PENNEY BARKER

KEN HECHLER
Secretary of Siate

MARY P. RATLIFF — -
Deputy Secretary of State

Deputy Secretary of State . STATE OF WEST V IRGIJ‘.\IA Supervisor, Corparations
CATHERINE FREROTTE T SECRETARY OF STATEE;Q%; F‘TAF{::T YIF r‘ Hik

Executive Assistant Building 1, Suite 157-K L ; :

Telephone: {304) 558-6000 - 1900 Kanawha Blvd., East

Corporations: (304) 558-500C ) _;Charleston, WV 25305-0770

FAX: (304) £558-0300

By Lkt :
VIR NV i )

TO: S

AGENCY: ELOCATICN
FRCM: JUDY COOFPER, DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION

DATE: September 22, 1997

THE ATTACHED RULE FILED BY YOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN ENTERED INTQO OUR
CCMPUTER SYSTEM. PLEASE REVIEW, PROOF AND RETURN IT WITH ANY
CORRECTICNS. IF THERE ARE NO CORRECTIONS, PLEASE SIGN THIS MEMO

AND RETURN IT TO TEHIS OFFICE. YOU WILL BE SENT A FINAL VERSICN CF
THE RULE FOR YOUR RECORDS.

PLEASE RETURN EITHER THE CORRECTED EULE OR TEIS FORM WITHIN TEN

{10) WORKING DAYS OF THE DATE YQU RECEIVED THIS REQUEST. CALL IF
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

SERIES: _154  TITLE: _126 EDUCATION
* THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND IS CORRECT.

SIGNED:

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING:

DATE:_ L - , - .
R A R R A A KRR AR TR AN T F AR TR AT AR A E AR TR T FT AT T IR
# - THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND NEEDS CORRECTING. THE
CORRECTIONS HAVE REEN ?RKED
SIGNED: &w(ééﬂ, ?J!ZLEW

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING: W gz; u&ffb
DATE : /d//»//?7 L

NOTE ; IF YOU ARE NOT THE PERSON WH LES THIS RUL PLEASE
FORWARD TO THE CORRECT PERSON. ’




