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COUNTY PROFESSIONAL STAFF
DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS (5500)

§126-149-1. General.

1.1. Scope - This legislative rule establishes the general implementation process for
staff development activities in the 55 county school systems. This staff development
program provides for job-related training for school personnel on three noninstructional
days (eighteen clock hours) in the school calendar.

1.2.. Authority - W.Va. Constitution, Article XlI, §2 and W.Va. Code §§18-5-15, 18-2-5
and 18A-3-8.

1.3. Filing Date - June 24, 1887,
1.4. Effective Date - July 24, 1987.
§126-149-2. Purpose.

2.1. Schools exist to facilitate student learning. Ongoing professional staff development
for all personnel is essential to enhancing improved teaching and student learning.
Professional staff development should be a continuous, developmental process ultimately
based on staff needs. High standards for the design and delivery of high quality
professional/staff development shall include but not be limited to the following issues:
county respensibility, principles of operation, general implementation process, and
monitoring. '

§126-149-3. County Responsibility.

3.1. Each county board of education shall schedule annually at least three
noninstructional days of staff development for professional staff. At least two of the three
days or their equivalent, must be schaduled prior to January 1. Exceptions to the schedule
and/or staff development content, may be granted for innovative programs and/or delivery
upon the written request of the county superintendent to the state superiniendent.

3.2. County boards of education shall establish a professional staff development
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council and shall implement a comprehensive system of staff development.

3.3. The county board of education shall make available an amount at least equal to
one tenth of one percent of the amount provided in accordance with section four, article
nine Chapter eighteen of this code and credit such funds to an account to be used by the
professional staff development council to fulfill its objectives. The council shall prepare for
review and approval by the county board of education an annual tudget that details all
expenses and revenues including staff support. Any funds remaining in this account at the
end of the fiscal year shall remain in this account and be used solely for staff development.
The county board of education will have final approval for all disbursements. This does not
preclude the use of other funding scurces for additicnal staff development.

3.4, At the first professional staff development council meeting following the county
board of education’s approval of their annual budget, the county superintendent or his/her
designee shall provide the professional staff development council with the funding
computation provided in Section 3.3. of this policy.

3.5. In order to meet the growing demands of school, county, state, and national
priorities, counties are encouragad to seek ways to provide additional cpportunities for staff
developmeni above and beyond the minimal number of eighteen clock hours. Some
strategies include, but are not limited to, the following: the use of banked time, extending
the school calendar, seeking grant funding sources to cover costs of additional staff
development, and the use of community rescurces.

§126-149-4. Principles of Operation.

4.1. County boards of education and county professional staff development councils
shall incorporate the following components and governing principles of operation in their
county staff development policy.

4.1.1. The process cf planning schoel and/or county staff development initiatives
to promote teaching and learning, shall include but not be limited to the following:

a. Individual school, county, regionai, state, national and international priorities.

b. Multiple input scurces such as state board goals and objectives, student test
scores, faculty senate recommendations, and county board policies to identify program
needs.

c. Needs based objectives.
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d. Activities that provide for individual needs as well as groups such as local
school improvement councils, faculty senates and school curriculum teams.

e. A systematic evaluation process for the delivery, quality, and impact of staff
development.

f. Provisions for follow-up staff development when the objective(s) are beyond
awareness level.

4.2. All professional staff shall participate in eighteen clock hours of job related staff
develonment each year. Twelve of the eighteen clock hours shall be directly relevant to:
1) educational priorities for Weast Virginia to include, but not limited to implementation of
regulations, trends, and issues at the local, regional, state, naticnal, and international
levels (ie. Multicultural education, new instructional materials education, and AIDS;
education) 2) the areas of study in which they are currenily teaching; 3) the teaching
strategies appropriate to those areas of study; 4) classroom management skills;
5) techniques appropriate for learners with various exceptionalities and learning styles;
8) alignment of instructional goals and objectives with effective strategies, methods and/or
techniques, or 7) siudent and program evaluation methods and instruments (Policy 2510).

4.3. County professional staff development councils shall standardize the amount of
staff development credit granted for staif development plans for individual schools and
persons within the county.

§126-149-5. General Implementation Process.

5.1, Each county will have a professional staff development council that shall have
final authority to propose staff development pregrams for their peers.

5.2. The professional staff development council's proposed program shall be presented
to the county board of education as an information item prior to its implementation. The
professional staff development council will also present the annual evaluation report at the

end of the school year.

5.3. Each county professional staff development council shall consist of between nine
and fifteen members at the discretion of the county superintendent based on the size of
the county.

5.4. The professional staff development council shall be comprised of proportional
representation from the major school levels and from vocational education, special
education, and other educators in propertion to their employment numbers in the county.
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5.5. Teacher nominations to serve on the county professional stafi development
council may be submitted by the faculty senates of the district to the superintendent who
shall prepare and distribute ballots and tabulate the votes of the county’s instructional
personnel voting on the persons nominated,

5.6. Election to the professional siaff development council shall be made on a
staggered three-year sequence. No staff development council member may serve more
than two consecutive terms. Vacancies occurring during an elected term will be filled by
the professional staff development council according to 5.4. until the next election.

5.7. The county superintendent or his/her designee shall hold an advisory, nonvoting
rcle on the professional staff development council and shall: provide input in design of the
staff development council's program; coordinate the implementation of the staff
development council’s program after approval of the plan by the council and presentation
of the plan to the county board of education; distribute information concerning program
objectives, location and time, prerequisites, and other pertinent information about staff
development offerings 1o all professiona!l personnel within the county; maintain records of
enrollment, scheduling, and evaluation of each staff development activity; and compile
those records into an annual report for submission to the professional staff development

council.

5.8. At the first meeting of the professional staff development council in each school
year (July 1-June 30), the members of the council shall elect a chair by majority vote. The
chair shall preside over all staff develcpment council meetings; preseni, prior to
implementation, any program approved by the staff development council to the county
board of education; and present the annual evaluation report to the county board of
education.

5.9. The professional staff development councif shall meet at least quarterly each year.
The county staff development council may elect to use funds appropriated in 3.3. to pay
council members time and/or expenses. (ie., substitute teachers, class coverage). The
county board may provide at least two hours of release time as long as funds are available.

5.10. Two or more county professional staff development councils may be involved in
cooperatively planning, funding, and implementing county, regional, and/or state
coordinated staff development initiatives. The professionat staif development council and
the service personnel staff development council within a county may cooperatively plan,
fund, and implement staff development programs in the county.

§126-149-6. Monitoring.
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6.1. Monitoring of the implementation of Policy £600 - County Professional Staff
Development Council shall be conducted via the accreditation system described in W.Va.
Code §18-2E-5.




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF REVISED POLICY 5500
COUNTY STAFF DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS

Maintains the current legislation that each county board of education shall schedule
annually at least three noninstructional days of staff development for professional staff.

Recommends counties go above and beyond this three day minimum to provide
additional staff development opportunities through banked time.

Recommends the professional staff development council prepare an annual budget that
details all expenses and revenues including staff support for county board approval.

Provides that any funds remaining in the staff develoPment account be used for staﬁ
development con a - . - se

Recommends a principles of operation process that includes a needs assessment and
systematic evaluation.

Recommends that emphasis be placed on West Virginia educational priorities in
deciding staff development offerings.

Allows for alternative designs and delivery of staff development such as the use of
technology and continuing education units.

Requires county professional staff development councils to standardize the amount of
staff development credit granted for staff development.

Strengthens existing monitoring system to be conducted via the accreditation system.

Major Changes From Policy Placed On Comment:
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KEN HECHLER
Secratary of State

MARY P. RATLIFF
Deputy Secretary of State

JAN CASTO
Deputy Secretary of State

CATHERINE FREROTTE
Executive Assistant

Building 1, Sulte 157-K

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
SECRETARY OF STATE

WILLIAM H. HARRINGTON
Chief of Staff

JUDY COCPER
Birgetor, Administrative Law

PENNEY BARKER

Supervisar, Corporations

{Plus all the volunteer
help wa can get)

1900 Kanawhsa Blvd., East
Charleston, WV 25305-0770

Telephone: (304) 558-6000
Corporations: (304) 558-8000
FAX: (304) 558-0900
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TO:_VIRGINTA HARRIES M Daf;qu/

AGENCY: _FEDUCATION

FROM: JUDY COOFER, DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISICH

DATE: July 14, 1997

THE ATTACHED RULE FILED BY YOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN ENTZRED INTO OUR
COMPUTER SYSTEM. PLEASE REVIEW, PROOF AND RETURN IT WITH ANY
CORRECTIONS. IF THERE ARE NO CORRECTIONS, PLEASE SIGN THIS MEMO
AND RETURN IT TO THIS QFFICE. YOU WILL BE SENT A FINAL VERSION OF
THE RULE FOR YOUR RECORDS. '

PLEASE RETURN EITHER THE CORRECTED RULE OR TEIS FORM WITHIN TEN

(10) WORKING DAYS CF THE DATE YOU RECEIVED THIS REQUEST. CALL IF
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

SERIES: 149 TITLE: _126 EDUCATION N
* THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND IS CORRECT.

SIGNED:

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING:

DATE:
ko k kR R R Ak E Rk Rk Rk h ok F Rk kkhkhkk ke kh ok kk ok h ok
*® THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND NEEDS CORRECTING. THE

CORRECTIONS HAVE BEEN MARKED.

SIGNED: - -

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING:

DATE:
NOTE: IF YOU ARE NOT THE PERSON WHO HANDLES THIS RULE, PLEASE

FORWARD TO THE CORRECT PERSON.




