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REGARDING CERTIFICATION OF SCHOOL NURSES

Section 1. General

1.1 Scope - The purpose of this policy 1s to establish certification
requirements for individuals serving as school nurses to improve health care
services to students in the public schools of West Virginia.

1.2 Authority - West Virginia Code 18A-3-2, 16-2-5

2
1.3 Filing Date - June eéz 1987

2§
1.4 Effective Date -~ August 26, 1987

Section 2. Rationale

School nurses are an integral part of the total school program
in that they deliver health services, health care instruction, and health
counseling. To ensure that individuals providing such services to public
schoel students have the appropriate background, standards must be
established which provide for the professional development of school nurses.

The schocl nurse follows established professional school nursing
practice to deliver health services. health care instruction., and health
counseling. Schoel nurses collaborate with the county health services
coordinator and the administrative staff to plan and implement the total
school health program of health education, health services, and a healthful
school environment.

Section 3. Definition

A school nurse 1is a registered nurse who uses professional
nursing skills and theory to provide primary health care by identifying
health problems, preventing illness and accidents, providing maintenance care
and therapeutic intervention, and serving the developmental and remedial
needs of students at all grade levels.

Section 4. Certification
4.1 Beginning with the 1992-93 school year, personnel who are

initially employed or contracted as school nurses must hold a valid
professional service certificate endorsed to serve as a school nurse.




West Virginia Board ©f Education
Leg. Rule, 18a-3, 16-2
Series 5219,02, Sec. 4

4.2 Beginning with the 1988-89 school year, all perscns employed or
contracted as school nurses must hold a wvalid professional service
certificate, permit or permanent authorization endorsed to serve in that
positlon and hold a wvalid license issued by the West Virginla Board of
Examiners for Registered Professional Nurses.

4.3 Professional Service Certificate

a. A person who completes a West Virginia Board of Education
approved educatlonal preparation program for school nurses,
holds a valid license issued by the West virginia Board of
Examiners for Registered Professional WNurses, and is
recommended for certification under the regulations
established by the West Vvirglinia Board of Education will be
granted the Professional Service Certificate issued
provisionally and valid for three years.

b. The regulations for renewal, conversion, and permanent
certification shall be those contained in accord with state
law and West virginla Board of Bducation policy.

€.-. Employment as a school nurse 1is not a condition for
enrollment in the program or issuance of the certificate.

4.4 Permits for Persons Initially Emploved or Contracted as School
Nurses Prior to 1892

& person who Is not eligible for a Professional Service
Certificate or a Permanent Authorization shall be issued a renewable one-year
permit based upon: 1) a valid license issued by the West Virginia Board of
Examiners for Registered Professicnal Nurses, 2) submission of a Professional
Commitment for Permit Teachers verifying enrollment in a West Virginia Board
of Education approved program for school nurses, and 3) the recommendation of
the county superintendent. .

4.5 Permanent Authorization for School Nurses

a. Option #1

A registered professional nurse with five full years of school
nurse experience prior to July 1, 1988 may be granted a permanent
authorization provided she/he:

1.” Is legally serving as a registered professional school
nurse in West Vvirginia during the 1%85-86, 1986-87, or
1987-88 school year.

2. Has successfully completed at least one West Virginia
Department of Education sponsored summer workshop for
school nurses or its equivalent.
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3. Is recommended for the permanent authorization by the
employing or contracting superintendent.

b. Option #2

A registered professional nurse with a minimum of a bachelor's
degree in a field other than nursing or a Board of Regents' degree and one
full year of school nursing experience may be granted permanent authorization
if he/she:

1. Is legally serving as a registered professional school
nurse in West virginia during the 1985-86, 1986-87, or
1987-88 school year.

2. Has successfully completed at least one West virginia
Department of Education sponsored summer workshop for
school nurses or its equivalent.

3. Is recommended for the permanent authorization by the
employing or contracting superintendent.

c. Option #3

A registered professional nurse whoe holds a bachelor's degree or
above with a major in nursing and is employed or contracted as a school nurse
by July 1, 1988 may be granted permanent authorization.

d. Option ¥4

A registered professional nurse who has provided seven years of
school nurse services under a local beoard of health contract with a county
board of educatlion may be granted permanent authorization provided he/she:

1. Is legally serving as a redistered professicnal nurse in
West Virginia and providing school nurse services during
the 1985-86, 1586-87, or 1987-88 school vear.

2. Has successfully completed at least one West Virginia
Department of Education sponsored summer workshop for
school nurses or its equivalent.

3. Is recommended for the permanent authorization by the -
county superintendent.

4.6 Provision of Services

School nurse services may only be provided by county board of
education employees certified as school nurses or through contract with a
local board of health as provided for in west virginia Code §16-2-5,
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The Honorable Ken Hechler T t;
Secretary of State o -~
State of West Virginia .- =t
State Capitol P
Charleston, West Virginia 253305 o "
s

Dear Mr. Hechler:

The enclosed adoptions to the POLICIES,

RULES AND REGULATIONS of the West
Virginia Board of .Education have been duly approved by that Board and are to
be filed in your office in accordance with Chapter 29A of the West Virginia
Code. o

These PQLICIES,

RULES AND REGULATIONS were adopted pursuant to
authority granted to the West Virginia Board of Education under provisions of
Article XII,

the
Section 2 of the West Virginia Constitution and Chapter 18,
Article 2, Section 5 of the West Virginia Code of 1931, as amended.
1f you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.
Sincerely,

e

om McNeel

!
State Superintendent of Schools
TM:be/0049U )
Enclosures
1241 Notice and Conduct of Meetings - West Virginia Board of Education
5219.02

Revision to Policy of the West Virginia Board of Education
Regarding Certification of School Nurses
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