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Purpose

Background

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Proposed Revisioris For Athletic Trainers In the Public Schocls of West Virginia
Policy 5112

Policy 5112 defines the roll of a state certified athletic trainer to
improve the-health care of student-athletes in the public schools of West
Virginia. — ’

Pelicy 5112 was adopted almost ten years ago. Each county board of
educatlion was to employ a state certified trainer(s) for sanctioned senior
high school football practices and games by the school year 1985-86 and in
the middle and junior high schools by 1990-91.

For the 1989-90 school year, ©f the 140 high schools who had football
programs, 35% had certified trainers; 15% had trainers working with an
expired permit or certificate; 6% had permit trainers; 19% regquested and
were grankted walvers: and 26% of the schoels had nothing on record.

There is a dire need for athletic trainers in West Virginia schools but a
shortage of certified personnel. This can be attributed to the following:
{1} long work hours required; (2) responsibility/liabllity; (3) low pay:
(4) competition for certified trainers:; (5) relatively low annual numbers
of individuals completing athletic traliner programs: (6) attrition; and (7)
mandated reduction in force.

County superintendents may request (and be granted) a walver if there is
documentation that a certified athletic trainer could not be employed and
certain other criteria are met including a provision for alternate services.

Recommended Revisions e

The Athletic Trainer Policy Review Committee met three times to examine
suggestions for consideratlion and revisions to Policy 5112.

The Athletic Trainer Policy Review Committee respectfully recommends two
administrative changes to Policy 5112:
1. Establish an Athletic Trainer Review Board which would approve or deny
exceptions to the policy. The eight (8) member board would meet one month
prior to the first  day of football practice each vyear, It would be
composed of representatives Erom the following groups:
WV Athletic Trainers association; WV Family Physicians Sports Medicine
Committee; WV Physical Therapy Assoclation; WV Secondary School
Activities Commission; Hlgher Education: WV Secondary Principals
Assoclation; WV Superintendents Association; and WV Department of
Education.
2. Standards for Junior high and middle schools should be revised to
recomnend, rather than require, the employment of a certified athletic
trainer.
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Proposed
5112
TITLE 126
PROCEDURAL RULE
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 18-2
SER1IES 118

Title: Athletic Trainers in the Public Schools of West Virginia

Section 1. General o _ ) .
1.1 Score --=These legislative rules establish the empioyment and

eligibility criteria of athletic trainers in the public schools of West

virginia and provide for the profe551onal “development of athletic trainers.

1.2 authority - W. Va. Code 18-2-5
1.3 Filing Date - - — -

1.4 Effectivye_Date - - --

Section 2. Foreword

2.1 The purpose ofF the athletic trainer policy is to provide for the
professional development of an individual to function as a state certified
athletic trainer to improve the health care of student athletes in the public
schools of West virginia., The term "state certified" refers to the holder of
any or all of the documents issued by the state superintendent under the state
law and regulations of the West Virginia Board of Education which empowers an
individual to serve as an athletic trainer.

Section 3. General Rules

3.1 Each county board of education shall employ a state certified
athletlec trainer(s} Ffor county board sanctioned senior high school Ffootball
practices and games. High schools which do not have a state certified trainer
or walver may not participate in county board sanctioned football practices
and games.




3.2 By the 155091 -seheel ~year, Each county beard of education shall
be encouraged to employ a state certifiied athletic trainer for county heard
sanctioned widdle_ and Jjunior high ~schodl fdotball practices and games.
Middle-and-junier-high-schools-whiech-do-not-have-a-state-ceetified
athletie_trainer-or-waiver-may-not-parkicipate-in—eounty-board
saenctioned-football-praectices-and-games~--GCounties—are-cneduraged~te
comply-with-this-poliey-prier-to-the-date-stipulated

3.3 County school administrators are encouraged to assign athletic
trainers to work with other school athletic preograms and related school
programs. -

3.4 The county superintendent may regquest a waiver from the Athletic
Irainer Review Board Department---of-- Eduestion. Such & request must
contain documentation that a certified trainer could not be employed, describe
how alternate services will be provided and delineate a plan for securing the
services of a certified trainer. These eXceptions will be approved for one
year with legitimate reasons., i.e.. illness, courses not offered and other
extenuating circumstances. . '

Section 4. Certification Procedures Governing Athletic Trainers

4,1 See policy 5202 Minimum Regquirements for the Licensure of Educational
Personnel - SR - L R T

Section 5. Issuance of Professicnal Service Certificate

5.1 The endorsement on the Professicnal Service Certificate may stand
alone, shall not require other certificates as a prerequisite, and must be
renewed in accordance with renewal regquirements for professional certificates
approved by the West Virginlia Board of Education, oOnly an individual who
holds a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education,
has completed a _state approved athletic trainer preogram in an accredited
institution ¢f higher education, and has the recommendation of the institution
of higher educatlon shall be eligible for the Professional Service Certificate
endorsed for athletic trainer.

Section 6. Continuing Education Requirements

6.1 The renewal, conversion, and permanent status of the Professional
Service Certificate will be in Kkeeping with continuing education guidelines
approved by the West Virginia Board of Education in conformity with the School
Laws of West Virglnia related to the Professional Certificate.

6.2 Any individual emploved as an athletic trainer by a county school
system on the basis of a permit or professional certificate shall participate
In county and state approved continuing education programs based on 3
Systematic Program of Continuing Education for Public School Personnel in West
Virginia. In the development of county continuing education programs for
athletic tralners, consideration should be given to statewide needs assessment
data related to the roles and responsibilities of athletic trainers.




Section 7. Approval of Educational Personnel Programs

7.1 Programs for the professional development of athletic tralners shall
comply with the program standards For athletic trainers approved by the West
Virginia Board of Education.

The issuance and renewal of certificates and the review, approval. and
monitoring of prefessiconal development programs for athletic trainers shall be
under the Jjurisdiction of the West Virginia Board of Education through the
West Virginia Department of Education.

Section 8. Need for Cooperative Efforts

8.1 The West Virginia Board of Education., in its interest to create safer
athletic programs _in the public schools, endorses cooperative efforts in the
implementation of this policy by the West Virginia Department of Education,
county school systens, and institutions of higher education which have or plan
to develop and implement state approved professional development programs for
athletic trainers. L

Section 9. Goverhing Principles for Emplovment and Assigqnment *

9.1 An individual must serve as an athletic trainer without simultanecus
coachlng responsibilities in the same sport.

9.2 An athletlic trainer must be 1in attendance at all county board of
education sanctioned Eootball practices and games except when excused by the
county superintendent or designee,

9.3 The decision whether or not a student athlete participates in a
practice or game_1ls the responsibility of the athletic trainer except in the
presence of a physician who has the ultimate decision-making responsibility.

*  Included from policy 5013.1 (Series 112)
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DISCRIMINATION PRCOHIBITED: The West Virginia pepartment of Education does not
discriminate on the basis of sex, race., color, religion, handicapping
condition, age and naticnal origin in employment and in the administration of
any of its education programs and activities.




Policy
5112

Rules and Requlations for Performance of

Athletic Trainers in the Public Schools. of West Virginia
Proposed Policy 5112

The West Virginila Board of Educaticon 1s deeply concerned with the health and
physical well-being of students participating in public school athletic
programs. Therefore, the State Board promulgates Policy 5112 -- Athletic
Trainers in the Public Schools ¢f West Virginia as a means Eor providing safer
athletic programs for students.
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