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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY =
WEST VIRGINTA BOARD OF RDUCATTION t

Y
i

4 A
FOILTCY NUMBFRR AND TITIR: Policy 4336 West Virginia Scheeot %gngoorZaggcﬁH 93
Regulaticns

PURILIC COMMFNT PRRICD RANDS:_ June 21, 1993

BACKGROUND:

Policy 4336 sets forth recommended practices for the administration of
school transpoftation in west virginia. This pclicy first adopted July 1.
1946 has been renewed and revised pericdically during the past several years.
Racommendations for this revision are made by the Qffice of School
Transpertation and Facilities., with assistance and cooperation of county
transportattion digectors, Divisions of Moror Vehicles, Public Safety and
Highways and che wWest virginia sSchocl Service Personnel Associatien.

PURPOSF:

The proposed policy recommendations are designed to ensure safe and
afficient school transpertation for the approximately 250,000 students who
ride a schocl bus to and from school each day in Wwest Viriginia. Since the
last revision, federal regulations nave mandated the Commercial Drivers
License Program and certain medical standards have been revised., The West
Vvirginia l.egisiature has codified the requirement for a minimum number of
nouts of staff development training tor all service persennel annually. These
requlations will meet or exceed all federal requirements.

CONTENT:

. Bus operators will be reguired to present license/certification
documents to the bus inspector at the time of bus inspecticn.

- Requires the removal of potentially dangercus aerosol cams from the
bus.

L Requires an inventory of parts and supplies be completed esach vear.

* Requires the pesting of a preventative maintenance scheduie for each
bus at the maintenance facility.

. Fstablishes time frames for completing evacuation drills from buses.
L Deletes the secticn pertaining te Pupil Moniteors.

. Lowers the acceptable bioed pressure levels on advice of Motor
Vehicles Medical Adviscry Roard.

e Assigns the current practice of administering certitfication tests to
the DeBartment of Rducatien.

- Delates requirements that bus operators be under age 7Q.




: Title 126
. regislative Rule
west Virginia Roard of Rducatien
"- Chapter 18-5-13
SPRRIRS 92
Policy 4336

TITI.LE: WRST VTRGT&TA SCHOO!, TRANSPORTATION RREGUTLATTIONS

Section 1. General
1.1 . ScoEe - This legislative rule provides regulations for school
transportaticn.. :
1.2 A&tﬁortty and related Code citation. W.va. Const.

Art: XTI, §2, W.va. Code §18-2-5, and §18-5-13..

1.3 Fiping Date -

1.4 REE;Ctive Date -
1.% Repéal cf Eormer rules - Wone — Revision ©f rule Formerly filed
tn 71990.
Section 2. tné%rporation by Reference
Z2.1 3 cépy of West Virginia Scheool Transportaticn Regulatiocns is

attached. Copies may be obptained in the Cffice of the
Secretary of State and in the West Virginia Department of
Rducation, Divisicn of Administrative Services.

i

SUMMARY OF RUT.ES AND RFGUI.ATIONS

The State Department of Rducation has responsibility to
establish West Virginia School Transportation Requlaticns in compliance with
Chapter 18, Article 5, Secticn 13, Subsection 6 of the West Virginia Code. .,
The Department of Education endeavors to carefully censider the selection of
bus operators of high moral standards and operating practices that will
contribute to the safety, welfare and comfort of those being transported.
‘These regulations will guarantee schocl transportation to those eligible frem
early childhood ta the disabled.

4 School transportation is an integral part of a comprehensive
educational program. It is a very signifficant part of a therough and
efficient system of aducation.

The revision of the Wes:t Virgiria School Transpertaticn
Requlations updates and makes corrections, delerigns or additions to meet or
exceed federal requlations for school transperration. o 7
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The laws of West virginia provide a legal basis and the conditicns for
transporting youth of school age to and free scheol and school related
activities. This publicaticon sets forth the requlations and refers tc some of
the laws governing the operation of school buses.

School transportation is the largest single transportation system in West
virginia. Our State program has developed through a constant increase in
services, improved safety features of buses, improved operational practices
and procedures, increased skill and proficiency in maintenance of buses and
upgrading of competencies of program administrators. The West virginia school
bus inspection program has also provided assurance to both administrators and
the public that effective maintenance programs are being implemented.

We are proud of the school bus operators in our 55 counties who have
maintained commendable driving records and enjoy the prestige of professional
metor venhicle operators. We alse commend the many mechanics, transportation
directors and other personnel who have made ocur scheool transportation program

safe and successful.

To all those who directly contribute to the safety and success of this _
extensive transportaticn program, this publicatieon is dedicated. S

Henry Marockie, State Superintendent of Schools

(L)




The authority of the West virginia Board of ®ducatzion to promulgate school .
transportation requlations for safe and efficient transportaticn of pupiis in
West Virginia is found in Chapter 18, Article 2, Section 5; Chapter 18,
Articte 5, Section 13; and Chapter 17C, Articlie 14, Section 12, of the West
virginia Code. T T LSO T : C -

Section 18-2-5 states that "....the state board of education shall....make
rules for carrying into effect the laws and policies of the State relating to
education....;" Secticn 18-5-13 states that “The county board, subject to
the....rules and requlations of the state board shall have authority: To
provide at public expense adequate means of transportaticon....for all children
of school age....:" and Section 17C-14-12 states that, “The wWest Virginia
board of educaticn by and with the advice of the Motor Vehicle Commissioner
shall adopt and enforce requlations....te govern the design and operation of

all school buses...."
1. Submission to the West Virginia Board of Rducation -
2. Promulgation Date -
3. Plled with Secratary of State's Cffice -
4, FRffective Date -
5. Rule - Section 4336 of Polidies.lkules and Regulations of the

West Virginia Board of Fducation (Revisicn of “West vVirginia
School Transportation Regulaticns.™ Approved November 13, 1987)

(2}




it

it
4

%i“¢5i

g,

1h

This publication is provided as a guide to the responsibilities of .school
transportation persotnel. 1Tt ‘contains State Board requlations, recommended
practices, some pertinent State laws and information pertailning to safe
driving awards. It i intesnded as a ready reference for transportation
directors, school bus operators and others concerned with safe and efficient
pupil transportation. It is not intended to substitute for, or take the place
of sSchool Laws of West Virgintia or West Virginia Motor Vehicle laws.

Each item herein should be carefully studied to acquire an understanding
of the responsibilities of school adminiszrators and personnal involved in
pupil transportation and/or related duties. Safe and efficient puptil
transportation requires perscnal khowledge, skill, dedication and teamwork. o

Major emphasls is directed to school bus cperator regpensibilities and
their professicnal image in this important area of public setvice.

(3)
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~ STATE BOARD OF RDUCATION POLICY 4336

Upon recommendation of the State Superintendent of Schools and in
cooperation with the Department of Public Safety and Department of Motor
Vehicles, the State Board of Rducation has approved the following regulations
governing school transportation, effective July 1, 1993, These ragulations
supersede all previous regulations geoverning pupil transportation in West
virginia.

T. TNSPECTTION AND MAINTENANCE OF SCHOQL BUSES

Pursuant to West Virginia Hoioé ﬁeh{c{e Iamﬁ. Cﬁaptér 17C, Article 16,
*Tnspection of Vehicles,” a member of the West Virginia State Police may stop
and inspect a school bus at any time., 1If i: is found to be unsafa, the bus

operator shall discontinue its use., Such bus, by permission of the inspecting .

officer, may be driven to the nearest county school bus matintenance csnter for

repair. 1If the inspecting officer declares the vehicle unsate for movement on

the highway under its own power, the vehicle shall be properly towed to the
service center ot other designated place for repair.

gualified school bus inspeétors. eﬁ?léyed by the West Virginia Rocard cf
Bducation may. in like manner, inspect any school bus at any time. The above
precedure shall apply in any such inspection.

The West Virginia Beoard of Fducation requires that all vehicles used to
transport pupils to and from school or school related events be inspected a
minimm of three (3) times each year. 'These inspections shall be made by
qialifted persons empioved by the Board. Such inspections will not replace
the daily inspections ©f school buses by school bus operators. regularly

scheduled preventive maintenance inspections by county schocl bus maintenance

persennel, or the annual inspecticn of all motor vehicles required by the
Comnissioner of Motor Vehicles. These inspections shall be scheduled under
the supervision of the State Director of School Transportation at such times
and places as shall best protect the safety and welfare of transported :
pupils. Bus operators shall present to the inspector a valid Commercial
Drivers l.icense. First Aid Certificate and a certificarion card issued by the
West Virginia Department of Rducaticn.

All vehicles being operated to transport pupils shall be inspected and
bear an approved certificate after inspection on the following schedule:

First inspection - Completed approximately October 1

Second inspection - Completed approximately February 1

Third inspection - Completed approximately May 20

Fourth Tnspection - Completed approximataly June 20
(Fourth inspection shall apply to all buses
used in summer programs in fleets that were
at or above the state average number of

defects in each (all) of the first three
inspections.)

1
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All vehicles pﬁrchased to be used Eor-transpcrting pupils to and from school
or school related events, and those on which major repair and/or reconditicning
nave been ccaopleted. shall be inspected and approved before being placed in
service.

To be approved, a vehicle must meet all applicable fsderal and state laws,
standards and requirements. Any vehicle not neeting these requirements shall be
affixed with an appropriate rajection sticker and may not be used for
transporting pupiis until it has been properly repaired, reinspected and
approved. '

1T. INSPECTIOQ oF NFH VRHICIES FOLLOHTNG DRLIVRRY

Tt shall be the respcnsibility of the county school transportation director,
or other person designated by the county superintendent of schools. to inspect
each new vehicle immediately following delivery from the manufacturer. Such
inspection shall insure that all applicable Eederal and state requirements, and
" any specific ttem set forth in the purchase ccntract have been met. Aany

exceptions must be approved by the Division of School Transportatien. (This

inspection must be complered and 2 valid DMV inspecticn sticker affixed prier to

submitting the vehicle Eor inspection by a qualified west virginia school bus

inspecter.) .

ITT. PRE-TRTP AND DATLY TNSPECTION FOR MRCHANTICAIL,
DFFECTS AND SAFETY FRQUTPMENT

A. Prior to morning and afterncon trips and/or any other assigned trip. the
school bus operator shall make an inspection of the scheol bus. This
inspection shall include, bur not be limited to, the following:

1. Check tires for proper inflation and condition. ) T
2. Check wheels for loose hub bolts, wheel lugs, lube leaks, etc. = o )

3. Check steering for proper functioning of aill components.

4., Check radiator coolant, windshield washer fluid, power steering
Eluid, oil and fuel.

5. Check alternator. fan and power Steering belts.
6. Check lighting system(s), windshield wiper/washer and horm.
7. Check brakes, including warning light and buzzer.

8.  Check deemgr-pooé-hatshr-and-windowsr-ineluding-apenabing
mssharicms-and-alowvnisy all emergency esxits.

9. Check first aid kit, fire extinguisher, communication system(s) and
" emergency traffic warning devices,

10. Check back-up alarm.

1l. Check stop arm.




12; Check éxhaust-fo} 1
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-~ are not veaching the bus interior. )

Additional datily responsibilities inciude:

1. Clean windshield, windews, mirrors, altl light lenses and lettering

(identificarien).’ -

2. 5weep—£he floor and dust the seats immediately following the morning
run. .o _

3. 1Inspect seats for damage after each trip (for vandalism, etc.).
4. Xeep stepwell and aisle clean and free of debris.

5. Remove markings found on ual}/ceiling.

6. Keep loose objects, brooms, tire cﬁ#ins. ete., off the floor.
7. Keep glove compartment clean and well orsanized.
§. Be:sure that a clean, well maintained red flag is present.

.

9. Be suyre that there are no aerosgl cans inside the schocl bus.

APPRARANCF AND CILRANI,INESS OF SCHOC!L BUSES

All buses shall be maintained in a clean cenditicn. Tt is the
responsibility of the county board of education to provide the necessarty
Facilities, equipment and supplies.

At least weekly, school bus operators shall:

1. mop bus floor.

2. clean intaerior upholstery with a damp cloth.

3. wash the exterior of the bus. Uses of water hoses inside a bus
is prohibited.

MATNTENZNCE OF SCHOOI BUSES

County boards of education shall be responsible for the establishment of
a school bus maintenance program that wiil assure, insofar as possible,
the safe operating condition of ail vehicles used in the transportation
of pupils to and from school and school related events. Such programs
may be implemented by a school-system—operated maintenance center., O
under contract with a private concern.

School-system—coperated maintenance centers shall be staffed with

mechanics and service personnel skilled in preventive maintenance and
vehicle repair. .

The staff of school-system—operated maintanance cCenters shall include

3
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AUTHORITY AND RESPONSTRTLTITY OF COUNTY SCHOOL PERSONNFEIL
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administrative, mechanic and service personnel in numbers commensurate

wi:n the pumber of vehicles to bg maintained and serviced.

The school system shall make available to maintenance personnel the
required maintenance and service publicaticns and manuals for the
equipment bBeing serviced and the equipment and supplies negessary to
perform the service.

The school System shall provide maintenance personnel cpportunities to
upgrade their competencies through participation in meetings,
conferences, institutes and/or other types of inservice training
programs pertinent to school bus maintenance and service.

Completed maintenance and service records of each vehicle in the fleet
shall be malntained at the service center. A _complete inventory of
parts shall be compieted annuatly.

Anginvengbry of vehicle parts e=zsential to the efficient oparation of
the fleet stall be maintained at the service center,

; A_preventative maintenance schedule for sach bus shall be available 1in

the service aresa. ] L . . '

S

TN PROVTDTNG SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SFERVICRS

Pursuant o Chapter 18, aArticle 5, Section 13, Subsection 6, and Chapter
18a, Article 5, Section 1, West Virginia School Law. the following regulations
are established:

a.

Passengers

1. The school bus operator shall bes in charge of the bus, pupils and
* other passengers. School administrative and instructional
personnel will cooperate with the bus operater to maintain proper
discipline con the bus.

2. The scheol bus operator may transport only puplis who are
enrotled, or to be enrolied, in scheol, an smployee of the county
board of education or a person approved by the board.

3. At least two times during each school year, all pupils shall be
instructed in safe practices and participate in emergency
evacuation drills at least twice each year. The first of these
drills will be completed by Octobar 31 and the second drill by
April 30.

4., Principals and teachers shail aid in instructing pupils in rules
and requlations governing transperted pupils. Fmphasis shall also
be given to pupil discipline on curricular and extracurrcicular
trips.

S. Passengers may not stand forward of the barrier at the back of
the cperator's seat, occupy a position that will interfere with

4

vy

T




the operator 2 visicn :o the Eront sides, or in the nirrors. or
tnterfere in any other uay uith :ne safe operation ©f the bus,
The county superintendent oE schools (=14 transportion diractor may
suspend any passenger's right to ride the bus if that passenger
persists in distracting the bus operator by violating duly

- established requlations. The school principal. bus operator,

pupil suspended, and the parent shall be notified as soon as
teasonably possible of the suspension. Reinstatement of the
suspended student shall be granted by the county superintendent of
schools or the transportation director when an understanding of

- acceptable behavior has been reached by the school principal,.

Q.

.discipline.

transportation director, parent, pupil and bus operator.

tncidents of a sericus nature that may requires action while en
route must be handled through the exercise of the:bus cperatcr 5
best judgment in applying appropriate disciplinary measures in
accordance with county board of education policies and - :
procedures. 1t is imperative that the bus operator explore and
consider every reasonable alternative for handling any emergency
situation befores asking any pupil to leave the bus while en
route. The hazards of such action could result in serious risk
to the pupil(s)} involved, and therefore must be weighed carsfully
against any compromise of the safety of other passengers cn board
the bus,.

In addition, if a pupil has been identified or classified as an
exceptiocnal child, other than gifted., that child may be sispended
i€ the action was not the proximate result of the conditicn which
has qualified or would qualify the pupil for a special aducation
program other than gifted. (See Policy #2419, 1.13)

1 every case, care must be sxercised te prevent the abridgmen: of
any person's right to due process.

A principal or teacher who is a passenger on a school bus.muét. as
an instructor and disciplinarian in the school system, assume the
responsibility of assisting the bus opearator in maintaining

Tn the event a pupil passengsr becomes 11l while at schoel., the
principal or teacher shall inform the bus operator before the
pupil boards the bus for departure from school.

The number of passengesrs to be transported on a school bus at any
one time shall not exceed the number that can be safely seated.
That mumber is to be dertermined by the county superintendent or
transportation director in relaticn to the size of passengers on
each specifiec trip. (Tn case of emergency where the best
interests of pupils involved can be protected, standees may be
permitted on a temporary basis.)

Passengers shall remain seated and keep head and limbs. inside the
bus at all times.

. .




B.

1.0ading and unloading

{More specific detail on these procedureﬁ iz given in Uniz B, “"West
vtrginia s:hool Bus Operator Instructional Program Manual™.)

1.

2.

The county superintendent or transpertation director shall designate
stops for the pickup and discharge of passengers. BRus operators
will pick up and discharge passengers only at their designated
stop(s). Any exception shall be clearly stated in the written
county school transportation policy. ~

The school bus operator shatl bring the bus to a3 complete stop
before permitting passengers to enter or ieave the bus.

Whers the view of approaching traffic is obstructed. stops shall be

a minimom of at least 200 feet from the crest of a hill or curve, if
physically possible.

Whnen lecading or unicading passengers on, or adjacent to. a street or
highway, the bus operator will use the following procedures to
maximize passenger safety and minimize traffic interference:

1

4. Wwhen the bus must stop on the roadway:

{1} Activate the amber alternately flashing warning signat
lamps 100 to 300 feet prior to the stop, depending upon the
volume and speed of traffic.

(2) sStop in the roadway in the appropriate traffic lane.
{3) Activate the red altarnately flashing warning signal lamps,

"1t shall be unlawful to cperate any flashing warning
-signal light on any school bus except when any said school
bus 1is stopped or is slowing down to stop on any street Or
highway tor the purpose of permitting schoel children te
board or alight from said school bus.” (Chapter 17C,
Article 12, Section 8, Sub-Secticn b, West Virginia Motor
vehicle l.aw.)

(4} The school bus operator shall exercise special caution when
activating f£lashing warning signal lights sco as not to trap
or create a hazardous stopping situation for drivers
approaching from either the front or rear.

(%) fThe bus operator must be alert to all conditions affecting
the safety of passengers and be governed by county policy
in handling each situatien.

b. When it is net necessary or permissible for passengers to Cross
the roadway as pedestrians, and where conditions permit an
established loading vone adjagent to the toadway the bus
operator shall:




777;;___."(1)' indtcate 1ntention to leave the traffic lane by
. E appropriate use of the right turn signal.

(2) establish a safe margin of distance from the traffic itane
== before stopping to load or unload. -

(3) load or unload passengers in the estabiished zone without
using the alternately flashing warning lights.

(4) rvteturn cautiously to a safe position in traffic, properly
using the left turn signal.

5. The school bus operator shall report to an appropriate law
enforcement official and school transportation administrator
seanvol-sranaportakion—adminisirators the license mumber, and
other pertinent facts, of any motor vehicle driven in vioclation of :
any state law pertaining to the stopping of motor vehicles L

~--—approaching or passing a school bus which has stopped to load or -
unload passengers.

The bus operator shall also report the cperation of any motor
vehicle in viotation of West Virginia Motor vehicie lLaw(s) that
appears to endanger the pupils being transpeorted.

6. At the close of each school day the bus operator shall use the
following procedures in leoading pupiis:

a. Before school is dismissed at the first school served, have the
bus parked at the ptace where the puypils ragqularly board it,
Bus operator shall be in the bus., or by the door, supervising
pupils as they boatrd the bus, ‘

b. &t the schoel, loading and unicading shall be done off the
highway in an established lcading ”one, or on school grounds in
an area designatad for such purpose, and free of other traffic.

The bus must be facing in the legal direction with freedom to
drive from the school witheour undue maneuvering.

Tf such practice is impossible, the red alternately flashing
warning lights shall be activated while loading or unloading
pupils.

c. Move the bus oniy after detsarmining that no one is in an unsafe
position in relation to the bus.

d. Drive with extreme care away from the school grounds. Under no
circumstance should the bus speed exceed fifteen (15) miles per
hour in an established school zone.

C. Other operating procedures

1. The bus operator shall not operate any bus he/she knows to be
unsafe.




10.

11.

i-'the bus operator shall post in a promtnent place in the oparator's

compartment:

a. a copy of "Regulations for Pupils Transported in School Buses.”
The bus cperator shall cooperate and assist in instructing
passengers in such rules and regulations.

b. no later than the end of the £irst school month, a schedule
shouing the time the bus should arrive at each designated stop.

All aisies shalil be kept free Eram books, lunch boxes and other
objects. -

No unauthotized person shall be permitted to occupy the driver's
smat, drive the bu=, tamper with the pngtne or any of its controls.

The oparator shall not leave the bus at any time while the engins is
running, the parking brake released, or without taking the tgnicion
key.

The bus shall not be backed on scheool grounds or at leading and
unloading points unless it is absolutely unaveoidable, and then coniy
when pupils are not in close proximity to the bus and/or there is a
designated member of the school staff present, directing such
movement,. Responsibility for backing safely is, without exception,
entirely that of the school bus operator.

The service door shall remain closed atr all times while the bus is in
motion, -except when traveling over railrcad grade crossings.

The bus shall be brought to a complete stop not more than 50 feet,’
nor less than 15 feet, from the neatrest rail of any ratiirocad track.
Service deoor and the window to the operator's left must be opened
before cressing, at grade, any rallroad, electric or tram car line.
When it has been determined safe to do so. proceed across the tracks
in first or second gear. DO NCT SHIFT GRARS WHTI.R CROSSTNG TRACKS.
When tracks have been clearad. close service door and window and
resume normal operation.

The bus operator shall observe the limits of all segments of aséigned

.toutes, as established by schocol transportation administrators. Ne

extension, cutback or c¢hange shall be made, except in an emergency,
without authorization by the transportation director,: If any
emergency nNecessitates a detour or temporary change of route, it
shall be reported to the transportation director immedtiately.

Tn the event an autherized change is made in a bus rouEé or time
schedule, pupils and/or parents shall be notified in advance by the
transportation director, inseofar as it is reasonably pessible.

In case of an accident or breakdown while the bus is transporting
pupils., the bus operator shall not leave the bus to summon help until
provision has been made for the care and safety of all passengers.




12.

13.

- e -

The bus shall not be cpefaccd uith the clutch dtsengaged. axcept as

,necessary to make a complete stop.

in ccnpliance uitn pederal Higteay safety srandard No. 17 West

© Virginia Board of Rducation Regulations and in accordance with county

. board of education policies and procedures, the bus operator shall

direct and supervise emergency exit drills at appropriate times and
places (a minimm of two each school year)., All passengers shall be
instructed and shall participate. Procedure(s) shall be as follows:

- a.i Raergency exit drills shall be conducted on schoel property. or

14.

15.

16.

- where approaching traffic will not compromise the safety of
g participating passeangers.

b. Local school authorities, including principals and teachars,
: shall assist the school bus cperator in conducting such drills as
the need arises.

c. Drills shall include exiting through the front service door and 7
through the emergency exit door.

d. Passenger instruction shall include a description and:
demonstration of the purpcse, functicn and use of emargency exit
windows, roof hatches and the use of the fire ax or other
instrument to provide emergency exit.

All such drills shall be reported each month to the county
superintendent and/or transportation director.

Advertising signs, banners, posters, etc.. pertaining to athletic,
band or other activities shall not be displayed inside or outside the
bus. This shall not prohibit the proper use of professional safety

posters approved by the State Division of School Transportation.

.The .following restrictions abply to the transpcrtation of pupils on

the bus with baggage, Ereight or merchandise of any kind:

a. Only property of pupils and/or the county board of education may
be transported. i

b. Any item too large to conveniently hold on the lap or between
feer is not permitted unless it is safely secured in a designarted
place.

€. Highly flammable materials, firearms, explosives and all obiects
of a dangercus or objectionable nature including aerosol cans are
prohibited.

d. None of these restrictions shall be construed as permitting
objects or materials to be transported with pupils that interfere
with the passenger protection atforded by the padded bus seats.

Posted Speed limits shall be observed at all times. (Truck speed
limits apply to school buses.) Speed should be reducesd during
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adverse ueather and uhen pcor rcad conditions exisr.

U

‘ - 17. Proper signals BUST be given in all traffic siruations, as
. required by law and/or where such communication with pedestrians
T . or motorists could prevent accidents.

D. Special safety equipment

1. Approved poatnb%e--eileetoes bi-diracticnal reflective - ) -
~- - triangles shall be carried in esach bus at all times. (west
Virginia COde' 17Cc-15~39; 17C-15-40).
'a;' tn case of an emergency which may require the bus to stop in i
roadway for any length of time, the operator shall display o
said warning devices in compliances with the above referenced

1aws .

b. The bus flashing hazard (4-way) lights shall alsé be used as
an additional warning o motorists.

2. Tire chains shall be carried on the bus at all times during that : .
part of the vear when snow or ice could be encounterad. Bus
- operators shall be instructed and trained in the installation and
use of chains.

a. cChains shall be used at all times when operating on snow or
ice, unless otherwise directed by county school transportation _
administrators. :

. P Approvad—sandass—Ray-bo~uded-—tn-liqu-of-ahatAs-on—iea
tad—o€~packed-sROW-

3. Fire extinguisher

a. Shall be securely fastened in apprcpéiate mounting bracket o
located in the operator's area. ‘ o

b. Shall be fully charged and ready for use at all times.
4. Pirst aid kit | K
4, 3Shall be maintained fuily egquipped and in good conditien.

b. shall be securely fastened in a readily accessible location i
in_the bus cperator's area. ] _ o R

E. Reports

1. All.datly, weekly, monthly and other regquired reports shall be
complete, accurate and promptly filed. County transportation -
ditrector shall forward ail reports to the state tranportaticn i N
director not later than ten (10) working days following the last _

day _of the school month.




VIT.

a.

“"All road hazards shall be reported to the county director of
‘transportation as soon as possible after observing or encountering

them.  Follow-up reports shall also be made as to whether or not the
havards have been correc:ed. R

I = - = = RS o e

nccidents

a. Definition - Tf the school bus bumps, touches or scrapes another
-vehicle or object and causes damage, this is considered an
accident, and it must be reported. If the school bus makes
contact with a persen, this is ccnsidered an accident, and it
mist be reported. :

b. A verbal report shall be made immediately., and a written report
shall be made within 24 hours to the county transportation
director of "any and alliaccidents in which the busg or passengers
have been involved.

c. Proper reports shall be accurately completed and filed with the
Department of Motor Vehicles as required by West virginia Code
17Cc-4. (Report reguired within Eive (5) days for bedily injury,
fatality, and/or property damage of $250.00 or more.)

d. Aall majer accidents involving beditly injury, fatality, extensive
property damage and/or structural damage to the bus shall be
reported by the county diractor of transportation to the state
director of school transpertation immediately, by phone., with
written report to follow within cne waek. All other accidents
shall be reported on a monthly basis toc the state director of
school transportation.

REGUIATIONS FOR PUPTILS TRANSPORTED TN SCHOO!. RUSFES

outside the bus pupils shall:

1.

2.

3.

walk on left side of road.'Eactng traffiic.

be at. the designated bus stop at the scheduled time for bus arrival.

parents shall insrruct students to wait for the bus on the proper
side of the roadway, except where such would compromise their

safety. (Proper side of rwadway shall mean on the right for the
direction in which the bus is traveling.)
never stand or play on the roadway while waiting for rhe bus.

lih;iup orderly, safely away from the traffic lane until the bus has
completely stopped.

board the bus in a safe, orderly manner without pushing and shoving.

follow the bus cperator's instruction carefully by proceeding safely
and alertly when getting off the bus and/or crossing the roadway.

il




go hcae promptly after alighting Ercm bus at the end of the school
day. -

tnstde the bus pupils shall:

10.

11l.

12.

g0 immedia:ely to their seat and courteously share seats with othars
boarding the bus.

sit {n assigned seat.if-soass-have-Doon-adsignad-

be held responsibie for vandalism that occucs to the seats in which
they rtide. (1f damage is found, report it promptly to the bus
operator.)

change seats only with bhus operator s permission. and only when bus

is not in motion.
gét on or off bus only when it is completely stopped. °©
cooperate with any montter on duty.

conperate with the bus operator to keep the bus clean. FEating and

drinking on the bus are prohibited, except when medically necessary.

observe classroom conduct. except for ordinaty conversation, to
enable the bus operator to give attention to safe driving.

avoid unnecessary conversation with the bus operator.
keep head and limbs inside bus windows at all times,

report any open exit, or released latch, toc the bus operator
immediately.

provide enrollment infermation to the bus operator as requested.

Instde the bus pupils shall not:

1.

2.

ride in stepwéll or forward of front row of seats.
stand thle bus is in motien, at any time a seat is available.

throw, ot pass, any obiect of any nature into or from the bus
through a deoor or windeow.

use tobacgo. alcohol or contrelled substances.
use profane or obscene language.

open emergency exits, except during emergencies, unless directed by
the bus operator.

Br=Bupil-menitous
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SPRCTAL. TRANSPCRTATION OF WANDISAFPRD DISABLFED PUPTLS
FROM WVDFE RRGUILATTONS FOR THE FDUCATION OF RXCFPTICNAI, STUDFNTS

Responsibility of public agency

1. The public agency shall assure that apprecpriate safety measures are

followed in the transportation of handieepsed disabled students.

2. The time in transit for haadieapped disabled students shall not
exceed the time in transit of non-mandieapped disabled students .
similarly located uniess specified in the Individualized Rducation
Program {(TRP). In no case shall the time be greater than 30 minutes
beyond the times in transit of non-handisappeddisabled students
similarly located.

3. Wwhen transportation of a headicapped disabled student
necessitates transfer while en route, appropriate supervision at the
point of transfer remains the reponsibpility of the public agency.

4. The public agency shall determine the type of vehicle used to
transport handicabped disabled students on the basis of the
handicapping disabling cenditions of these students. Such )
vehicles shall comply with provisicns as required by the "Minimum
Requirements for Design and Rguipment of School Buses for West
virginia“, as adopted by the West Virginia Board of REducation.

5. Specilally adapted seats, support and/or protective devices shall be
provided for all students who reguire such devices to assure their
safe transportation.

€. The pubiic agency may terminate transportaticn service(s) 1if parents
fail to assume the responsibility of meetzing the bus at the
designated bus stop. Parents shall be afforded due process
procedures.

7. The public agency shall provide an aide to assist in the tcading,
transporting and unloading of a handicapped disabled student
when described in the TFP.

13
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~-- 8, The descripcion of special transportation services, as outlined in
the TRP shall inciude:

. a. the bus stop location(s);
b. speéial devices/equipment required:

c. special care, i.=., need for health and safety maintenance,
assistance of ailde, and/or medicaticon in tramsit, and positicning:

4. designee. other than parent, respcnsible for meeting the studant.

B. Responsibility oE the school ‘bus cperatoc and atde for transporting
aandieapped disabled students

. "1._ The operator of a bus transporting handieasped disabled students
' shall assure that students aboard the bus are supervised at all times.
2. The aide and/or bus operator shall assist such students on and off’
the bus at the designated bus stop.

3. The bus operator and/or aide shall assure.that the protective safary
devices are utilized. -

4. The bus operator and aide(s) shall receive training regarding the
Needs of haadieapped disabled students. For aildes, minimal
training shall be successful completion of a recognized first aid
training program. For bus coperators, minimal trainming shall be

. successful completion of a recognized first aid training program, as

well as &he-Speeigl-Edvaskion-Ynik-oé-tho-Advanced-Seation
Section T of the "West Virginia school Bus Operator’'s Training
Manual”.

5. When.the student's TFP requires that medication be administerad
during transit, an adult aide must be provided and the fcllowing
conditions met:

a. written direction from the attending physician and school nurse,
inctluding verification that medication is needed in transit,
specifyving frequency and methed of administration and a
description of anticipated reactions of the student to the
medication:

b. written parental consent;

¢. written authorization from the school superintendent or the
superintendent’'s designee; and

d. properly labeled medicine containers to assure positive
identification of the student.

6. The bus operator and aide shall have available to them in the vehicle
confidential emergency data including:

14




jéﬁgdént's name and address;
' b. parent's name, address, homs and work telephone numbecrs:;

c. emergency health care information; and
d. 'piébgsioﬁhzfof'thé student's safety when and if the student is
unable to be met at the designated bus step.

c. Responsib{iities of parents

1. Parents shall provide the public agency with written documentation
rega:ﬁing any special care the student may need while on the bus.

2. Parents ars responsible for having the student at the designated bus
gtop at the regqularly scheduled time, and prcviding the necassary
supervisicn untii the bns arrives. .

k]

3. Parents are responsible for meeting the bus upon its return to the
designated bus stop at the scheduled time.

4. Tf a student is unable to attend school the parents shall make a
reasonable and timely =ffort to notify the bus operator prior to the
bgginning of the morning bus schedule.

TX. QUAL.TFTICATTONS FOR FMPI.OYMENT OF SCHOO!L BUS OPRRATORS

No perscon shall be employed by any county board of educatieon to operate any
motor vehicle transporting school pupils, who has not been certifisd by the
Department of Public Safety and the State Department of Rducation.

NOTR: Tn situations where the county board of educaticn is authorized to
lease buses or contract transpertation services, the buses used shall be '
operated by certified school bus coperators, emploved by the county board of
educaticn, pursuant to west Virginia Code 18-5-13 (6a) & (7).

School bus oporator certificacrion is obtained by meeting the following
criteria: .

R. &age, experience, license, residency and training

T "Gnadida%e—nus#-ba-at-;east-a%aetean-4¥9+—§eaes;e€-ege-ahd
shatl-not-bo-sertifiod-or-moaombifiod-atiee-his-—hae~-¥0&h
biethday-r

1. cCandidate must have had at least three {(3) years of driving
experience as a licensed operator of a motor vehicle.

2. The reguired training, written and driving tests may be taken
whnile in possession of a valid epevatewis-ligeanse comercial
driver's instruction permit.. However, a
valid wWest Virginia shauffeusnis commercial driver's license
is required for any person to operate any school bus to and from
school or school related events.

15
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-The wri:ten and driving tests shall be administered by members of

the Department of Pubiie-Safesy Rducation to all new public
school bus operators prior to cartiftcation. A written test will be
required every other year thereafter. Any additicnal driving tests

- shall conform to applicable federal requlations.

PrcEessionat prrsonnel who drive board owned vehicles of less than
10 passenger capacity, West virginia Code 18-3-13, (6){a). must meet
the certificarion requirenents by satistactory completicn of the

‘West Virginia School Bus Operator Training Program, provided,

however, that training to physically operate Type B, C, and D school

buses will not be required for this certification. (See page 24, c. )

Bach candidate fot employment as a school bus operator must receive

adequate training to fully understand and carry out all the duties
and responsibilities of a schoel bus operator. : Training shall
include the "West Virginia scheol Bus Operator Tnstructional
Program” and county policies. procedures, ‘et cetera. Such
instruction must be given by an instructor certified through the
instructeor training classes conducted by the State Division of
School Transportation. Minimum bus cperator training shall include:

a. thirry (30) hours of -instrucrion from the “West Virginia Schcol
: Bus Cperator Tnstructional Program Manual"‘

b. sufficient “benind the wheel® instruction to assure the
applicant's ability to handle the bus safely and efficiently,
prior to appearing before a member of the Department of
Bubdio-8afeiy Education for the written and driving tests.

c. €Eirst aid training: Each person operating a school bus
transporting pupiils shall hold at least a valid standard Red
Cross first aid certificate or an FMT certificate, First
Responder Course. or other first aid program approved by the
State Director of School Transportation.

‘d. ‘speecial training for bus operators and/or aides transporting the

handicapped. {See VIIT, B., 4., page 14.)

e. a record of training for esach bus operator shall be maintained
by the county transportation director.

B. Physical qualifications

1.

2.

Each school bus operater shall be free from communicable cdisease and
stTong enough physically to coperate the bus with sase. This
includes the capability of installing tire chains., 1In case of any
phystcal disability resulting in the disgqualification of a candidate
that may be questioned by the candidate, or school bus cperator, a
final determination of eligibility shall be made by the Driver

Licerising Medical Advisery Boatrd of the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Physical examination required

16
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) To be given during :he schcol year (7/1 - 6/30) Eor which

certificarion is appticabie. A county board of education can,
on the nomination and recommendation of the county
superintendent of schools, employ a physician or retain the
services of a physician as an inde=pendent contractor, or it can
establish a ¢linic for the purpose of having its perscnnel and
prospective perscnnel medically/physically examined. Tf an
employee has some seasenable objection, howsver, to being
examined by the physician chosen by the board, then the employee
can be examined by a physician of her/his choice.

Before 4initial certification, and annually between July 1 and
August 30, each school bus operator must pass a physicail
examination.

- M¥-gohoot-bud-apaeakor-who-hag-atbbained-hia-how-55&h -
birihday-by-Jenuaef-i~ghati-tavo-i-physiaal-oxaninasion

© semi-annueliyr—-The—sacond-axamination—shatli~be-completad

beswooR-JanuarF=t—and-Janvary=-3it-o9f~-aach-seheoi~sasrn-

The original physical examination shall determine eligibilirty
except:

(i) in cases wnere visicn or hearing is corrected by
appropriate lenses and/or hearing aids.

(2) in the event school authorities in charge feel that the
examination is +inaccurate or questionable. Tn such case
the applicant or bus operator may be rTequired to take
ancther physical examination by a physigian or specialist
designated by the county superintendent of schoois.

The results of all physical examinations shall be recorded on

the prescribed form, the orvicinal of which shall be forwavded = =

to the State Director of School Transportaticon. A cepy of the
repert of the phvsical examination will-and become a part
‘of the bus operater's permanent recerd in the county office.

The physical examination report will determine the eiigibility of
any person as a school bus coperator in relatien to physical/medical
history and/or condition.

a'

b.

The prescribed form shall be completed and signed by a licensed
physician.

The physical examination report will include examinations for
the following:

(1) Convulsive saizures - there shall be no established
medical histery or clinical diagnesis of convulsive
seizures.

(2} Diabetes - there shall be no medical histcry or clinical
diagnos?s of diabetes mellitus currently raquiring insulin

17




(5)

(6)

7

(8)

' the duties of a school hus operator.

el t —_—

Eor contrcl. Rpplicants having mild diabetes. not
requiring insulin, may be recommended at the discretion of
the exarmining physician.

Extrenities - no person suffering the loss ofiuée'of more
than three (3) joints of either hand shall be qualified as
a school bus operator.

There shall be no amputatien of any part of the thumb of
either hand, unless such amputation is confined to the tip.
of the thumb and does not interfere with the movement of
the first joint.

Each bus operator shall have normal use of all extremities.

. Hearing - hearing loss in the better ear shall not.be
greater than 40 dec¢ibels at 500 Hz, 1,000 Hz and 2,000 Hz. _ _

1f a hearing aid is required to meet this regulation, it
must be worn and properly functioning at all times while
operating the school bus. The bus operator must also be
carrying a spare power source for use in the hearing aid.

Heart - there is neo current clinical diagﬁosis of
myocardial infarction, angina pectoris, coronary
insufficiency, thrombosis or any other cardiovascular
disease of a variety known to be accompanied by syncope,
dyspnea, collapse, or congestlive cardiac failure.

Pacemakers are acceptable if approved by a panel of three
cardioclogists.

No person shall be employed with a pessistent

reading of systolic bleocd pressure greater than I55
145 and/or a dlastolic blood pressure greater than
200 30. Any person displaying such a reading on
first examination shall, before certification will .
be issued. provide medical evidence of three separate
bloeod pressure recordings within a seven dav period
below 145 systelic, 90 diastolic. :

Hernia - An applicant with a2 hernia may be approved
providing a well-£itting truss, as approved by the
examining physician, is worn at all times while performing
targe hernias shall
be surgically repaired prior to employment.

Mental and nervous condition - There is no mental, nervous,
organic or functional disease or psychiatric disorder
likely to interfere with the ability to operate a school
bus safely.

Rheumatric, arthritic or other conditions - There is no
established medical histery or clinical diagnosis of
rheumatic, arthritic, muscular, neurcmuscgular or vascular

i8
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4. .

';7'dtsease which tnterferes with the ability to safely control

~—"<§,"and operate a school bus.

(9) Tuberculosis - All school pecrsonnel shall have a
satisfactory tuberculin skin test, chest X-ray or
physician’'s certification., at time of employment and once

-i;:_-each two years of amployment, or mote Erequently iE

medically indicated,

{10) urinalysis - Shall be performed by the examining physicianQ
or hi=s laboratory teschnician, and the results recorded on
the examination form.

(11) Visicn - Bcth eyes must be functional

g (a) A distant visual acuity of at least 20/3¢ 40
=" .. -“(Snellen) in each eys with or without corrective

|

lenses., (Monocular vision disqualifies a perscn as a
school bus operator.}

{b} Field of visicn shall be at least 75 degrees in the

- horizontal meridian of each eye.

(c) applicant/operator must be abie to identify the colors

" ot traffic signals and devices showing standard red.
green, amber and biue.

(d) any person who must wear corrective lenses %o meet the
requirements of this section shall wear such lenses at
all times while operating a school biis.

There shall be no other physicaf conditicon that would
interfere with ability to safely and efficiently perform
the duties of a school bus operator. '

Additional testing requirements

Before initial cerrification spdvannwally-between-Juliy-2
and-Jure-30 each school bus operator must pass tests which
include but are not limited to, visual aguity, f£ieid <of vistion,
traffic coler recognition, depth perception, reaction time,
night vision and glare recovery. Such tests shall be egquivalent
of testing wirh “TInstructc- Clinic” egquipment by Saterty
Industries Tncorporated, Post Cffice Box 1137, First and Avenus
K. McGill, Nevada 8931a.

Applicants-ampleyeas who test below the minimum standards

(in any area(s); set for the test procedures, and/or whe fail in
any of these areas to meet requirements otherwise established in
these Regulations. shall be denied certification as a school bus
operatcor until examined and/or treated by an appropriately
licensed medical authority and found tc meet reguirements as set
forth in these Regqulations. The results of this test shall be
recorded and made part of the school hus gperator's file, with a
copy Lo the state transportation director.

i9
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ST S. Upon written notice from the State Director of school
) - Transportation-ar-theo-SEske-~Deparinoni-—oi-Rublio-Safeky thar.
any employee. or applicant, has failed to qualify for cer:iﬁicaticn.
that person’'s assignment and performance of the duties of a school
. bus oPerat:or shall cease 1med1.al:ely.

X. SCHOCL. BUS OPREATOR CERIIFICATIOH

A. Authority

- —-1. West Virginia Motor Vehicle laws, 17C-14-12, School Bus Requlations,
a., "The West Virginia Board of Rducation by and with the advice of
the moror vehicle commissioner shall adopt and enforce
regulations.....td govern the design and operation of all schocl
buses.....”

B. Procedures - All school bus operators, prior :ito being assigned duties of
transporting pupils, and priecr to the beginning of each school term,
shall be certified by the State Superintendent of Schools
and-tha-5hake-Supenintandont-af-Lhe-RNaparcman-of-RPublia-Safebyy
as follows:

1. WNew applicants shall f£ile a written application with the county
superintendent of schoels.

7. Upon anticipation of employment. the county transpertation director
snall submit the applicant's fingerprints to the Sepastmens
Division of Public¢ Safety, with a request for a check of the
applicant's &eaffie—and criminal recoerd. and reguest a driving
. license records check from the Division of Motor Vehicles.

3. pPhysical examination form

a. The applicant shall be provided a physical examination form,
supplied by the Office of School Transportation Bivwisien..
State Department of Rducation.

B. The results of the physical examination shall be recorded on the
form by the examining physician and returned to the county
director of school transportation. The county director of scheool

transportation shall retain a copv and provide the original to
the State Director of School Transpeortation.

4. The county transportation director shall provide training for new
applicants and continuing bus operators:

&, New applicants shall receive the required pre-service training,
page 19, item 5. (New applicant shall be a2 person not certified
as a west Virginia school bus operator during the last three (3)
years,)

b. All bus cperators shall receive annual inservice and refresher
training £rom the "West Virginia School Bus COperator -
instructional Program Manual", and from othetr sources as

._ appropriate. The annual minimum shall be lé 8 hours.
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R 7S Hhen Ehe required classroa- and behind tha wheel training has baasn

. completed, in compliance with these regulaticns, the county director
_of transportaticn shall so certify, on the form provided by the
stata OEEice of School Ttansportaticn Davisian.

k-oopy—03-th+5-eoet%s&aab+oa-§hal%—bo—ieswaedeé-to-the-steto
Pirgesor~oi-Sehooi-Trancpontabions A copy will alse be

given to the member{s) of the Department of Rublie-Safesy

Rducation administering the written and/or the behind the wheel
test(s), at the time the applicant/employee is presentad for test(s).

6. Applicants who are authotrized to operate only board owned vehicles
with a seating capacity of less than ten {(10) passengers shall take
the driving test in that type vehicle. Tn such case the bus
cperator’s certificate will so indicate, by imprint and a color
other than the regular bus operator’s certificate. These persons
may not be assigned to cperate school buses without further
training, testing. and certification pursuant to West Virginia Code
18~5-13.

7. Upon passing the physical, written and behind the wheel tests, as
required, a school bus operator's certificaze will be issued by :the
State Superintendent of Schools ard-the-Suposiabondent-af
the-Dapartmant-of-Publite-Safaty.

Refusal or recall of certification
1. The Supervinitondent-of-LERe-Pepartmant-pf~Rublio-Safat¥y-and—on

&he State Superintendent of Schools may recall, refuse or
suspend any school bus operator applicant/employee certification for

any of the following reasons: - -

a. fails to meet the physical requirements.

b. -Eails to pass the written examinatiom administered by the
Department of Rubiie-Safety. Education.

¢. Fatls to pass a driving test administered by a member of the
Department of Public Safety.

d. fails to satisfactorily compliete the "Uest virginia sScheool Bus
‘Operator Instructional Program -

e, fails to satisfactorily complete the required first aid training.

£. has become physically unfit since the date of the physical
exanination governing the certification. T£ warranted, ancther
physical examination may be required.

g. a5 an applicant, has six (8} or more points on DMV driving
record,

h. as an employee, has accumulated 10 or more points on DMV driving
-record.

21
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- has been convicted oE a Eelony.___ o

, has been convicted of and/or has DMV suspension or revocation of

license, on a charge of operating a motor vehicle while uynder
the influence of alcohol, drugs or narcotics: or clear and
convincing evidence preasented., such as positive breath or blood
test, of operating a motor vehicle under the influence of same,

Note: New federal regqulations for commercial drivers will be
the standard for determining maximum BAC/DUT limits,

The applicant/employee shall not be certified to operate a
school bus for at least two {2} years subsequent to a first
offense for such conviction or suspension/revocation. For a
second offense certification would be withdrawn and rafused

:permanen:ly.

has been convicted on a charge of being under the influence of
aleohol in public, if upon recommendation of the County Roarvd of
Rducation. '

An applicant/employee who has been convicted, or clear and
convincing evidence presented, such as a blood test, on a charge
of being under the influence of drugs or narceotics shall not be
certified to operate a2 school bus for at least one (1) year for
a first offense subsequent to such conviction or clear and
convincing evidence presented. For a second offense
certification would be withdrawn and refused permanently.

has been convicted on a charge of possession or sale of a
controlled substance.

has, with clear and convincing evidence, been an excessive user
of alcohol, drugs, or narcotics.

has been convicted of any sexual or child molestation charge, or
has been shown by clear and convincing evidence te have sexually
assaulted or sexually abused any perscn, or to have molested a

- ehild.

has clear and convincing evidence or documentation of frequent
violations of traffic laws, sound safety practices, regulaticns
or ordinances, or any single violation that threatened the
safety of pupil passengers, or other users of streets or
highways.

The aforesaid vioclations., misconduct, etc.. shall not necessarclly be
confined to the operation of a school bus.

In the suspension or recall of any school bus operater's
certification., the emplovee's right to procedural due process will
be protected.

Tf the State Superintendent receives information concerning any of
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i+~,5actian which would justtfy such refusal, suspension or recall, the

State Superintendent shall notify the school bus operator in writing
that such action is pending. The school bus cperator shall be
advised of the grounds for the proposed refusal, suspensicon or
recall. A hearing shall be held by the State Superintendent or his
designee. upon request for such hearing in writing. Such request
must be received by the State Superintendent no more than ten (10)
school days after date of postmark for the notice. The hearing wilil
be held upon not less than ten (10) day's written notice. and the

. grounds must be proven by clear and convincing evidence. The school
bus operator may be representad by an attorney. A record of the
hearing shall be made by a court reporter and the bus operator may

~- obtain a copy of the transcript.

- The decision of the State Superintendent shall be final, unless the
school bus coperator files a petition for review in the Circuit Court
of Kanawha county. . :

HFALTH AND PHYSTCAL FITNFSS OF SCHOO!. BUS O?FRATOR

DURING FMPLOYMENT PERTIOL

The safety of pupil passengers shall be deemed to have the highest
priority in the pianning and impiementation of a school transportatien
program. School administrative personnel shall attempt to insure that
school bus coperators maintain a high state of physical fitness.

Any petson accepting employment as a schoel bus operateor shall accept
such position with the understanding that the responsibilities involved
represent his/her primary role of employment, and that such employment
shall not be limited, or interfered with, by any commitment as a result
of any other employment.

' Any person who performs responsibilities as an smployee of another

emplover, or is self-emploved, shall not be eligible to operate a school
bus without a minimum of six (6) hours off duty cime, for proper rest.

A school transportation director shall not permit any person to operate
a school bus who appears to he ﬁn a mentaily and/or physically impaired
condition.

CURRICUT.AR AND FXTRACURRICULAR TRTES

County beards of education providing transportation for pupils
participating in curricular and extracurricular activities shall requlre
participating school officials to submit a planned schedule to the
county superintendent of schools for approval. Procadure shall be as
folilows: '

1. The county school transportation director shall receive a copy of
the approved schedule far enough in advance tc arrange safe and
adequate transportation.

2. Schedules for approved trips snall not interfere with the regular
transportaticn schedule.
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following:

~g ! _. * '
3. Only bus operators employed by the county board of education shall
cperate type B, C, and D buses on such trips.

4. All school buses used for such trips as defined in Chapter 18,
articte 5, Section 13, Subsection 6., of the West Virginia Code shall
be covered by insurance as provided in Subsection 7 of the same
thicle.

5. Pupils transported in a school bus on such trips shall, in addirion
to the school bus operator. be supervised by at least one
professional employee of the county beard of education who shall
provide a list of all persons on the bus to the bus operator. Rach_
additional bus shalil be supervi=ed by a professicnal eaployee or
perscn approved by the County Board.,

Counties providing curricutlar and extracurricular transportation shall

‘£1le, at the end of each month. a separate. financial and statistical

report for curricular and extracurricular trips. The reports shall be
filed on forms provided by the State Director of School Tranportarion.

RFECOMMENDED PRACTTCES

In addition to the pertinent sections of the West Virginia c¢ede and the
preceding regulatlons, the West Virginia Board of Rducaticn recommends the

A.

School bus maintenance centar
1. Haintenance center egquipment should include:

a. hoists, jacks, 1ifts and/cr service pits teo enable rapair and
servicing in a safe and efficient manner.

b. adequate diagnostic equipment %o Eacilitate preventive
adjuscments and repairs.

c. the necessary tools for efficiency in performing the service.

d. an adequate place for wasnhing buses, preferably inside.

e. adequate storage for stocking and identifying parts.

2. Personnel/Staffing .

a. Maintenance center staff wlll vary with the number of vehicles
to be maintained and cperating conditicns. <The National
Conterence on Schocl Tranportation recommends the following as a
minimum ratio of staff to vehicles for effective coperaticn of a
school bus maintenance center:
(1) For a fleet of 9 huses, on= full~time mechanic capable of

competently handling all necessary service and rebuilding
work.
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'(?) For a fleet cf 10 to 18 buses, one full-tizme mechanic and
"=~ one assistant capable of assisting with all repair work and
taking responsibility for lubrication, tire repairs, etc.

(3)" Por a Eleet of 19 or more buses, a competent machanic for-
‘ each additional 16 buses, assisted by one helper for each
two mechanics as determined by the chief mechanic or county
transportation directer.

3. Job related training - Maintenance center personnel should be
encouraged to:

a. participate in job related continuing education. A minimum of
18 hours is requi:ed Annually.

T b participate in specitic 1ndustry jcb related maintenance and
repair workshops. -

c. partiripate in state and regional Jjob related werksheps and
seminars.

Handling accidents and emergencies - Tn the event of an accident or
emergency while transporting pupils, the bus operator's first .

"respensibility is for the care of the pupil passengers. Carrying out

such responsibility reguires the performance of specific duties ot
tasks. The seguence of procedures will vary with the nature and
seriocusness of the emergency. 'The tasks include, but are not limited
to, the following:

1. Stop immediately.

2. Turn off ignition.

3. Apply parking brake securely.

4. Activate 4-way hazard wafning lights.

%. Fvacuate passengers to a safer place, if necessary.

6. Administer first aid to persons suffering injuries that need
attention, most seriousily injured first,

7. Protect passengers, accident scene, and approaching motorists freom
further damage or accident by properly placing appropriate traffic
warning devices.

8. Fxtinguish any existing fire.

9. Report to county transportation director/maintenance center by
two—way-radio or nearest available phene. Tdentify lecation and
assistance needed. 1Tf radioc or phone is not available, enlist atid
of stmeone at the scene, or nearby, to convey the information as
quickly as possibie.
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_ 10._Eailééf'infbrmatién'ﬁértiﬁentrto thericcident. including distance

measurements from available refarence points.

tl. Reporf} on proper formi{s). ail datails of the accident.

12. Rach county should establish procedures for handling situations in
which the bus oparator is incapacitated, These procedures should be
communicated to pupil passengers. '

Establish ;chool bus stops

1. Tdeally all school bus stops shculd be located safely out of the

traffic stream and at least .2 mile apart. Since terrain, roads,

‘atc., do not iend themselves readily to this concept, the following

criteria should be carefully avaluated in determining bus stop.

locations. High priority should be given to the safety of pupil
passengers. : . :

a. Pus stop locations should be off the roadway, out of the traffic
stream, where possible.

b. For bus stop locations, there should be at least 300 feet of
unrestricted sight distance where conditions permit tratffic te
maintain g 45-55 mph speed: at least 200 feet where sharp
cutves, road conditions. etc., make it virtually impossible for
approaching traffic to exceed 45 mph.

c. Passengers waiting for the bus should have an area large enough
for the group assembled, safely away from the traffic lane.

d. Often there may hot be available a "good” site to establish the
bus stop. Tn such case it is wise to solicit the cooperation of
parent., transportation director, bus cperator and a member of a
law enforcement agency in selecting the “best" site available.

e. Reasonable efforts should be made to minimize the distance
pupils must walk aleong narrow heavily traveled roads without
berms. .

£. Tf conditions develop at the bus stop site, or on the bus route,
that threaten to compromise the safety of puplls., the bus
eperator should promptly call it to the attention of the
tranportation director. The best practical solution for
improvement should be impilemented immediately.

School Bus Safety Roadeo - The "Schoel Bus Safety Roadeo” is an
excellent means of developing and refining the vehicle handling skills
necessary to safe operation. Since 1975 the West Virginia Department of
Fducation has sponsored this annual event.

To maximize the skill development potential. and to recognize those who
achieve excellence in school bus handling skills it is recommended that:

1. school transportation administrators in each county provide, as a
part of their bus operator inservice training. some type of skill
development exercise in bus handling.
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2.'fa11 bus operators be given an apportunity o annually participate

'1n a county school bus safe:y roadeo.

3. atl bus cperators who win recognition for their safe driving
©-- skills in local competition be provided an ¢pportunity and
encouraged to compete 1n regional and/or state roadecs.
4. the county schoeol administrators provide opportuntty and
~ encouragement for county school bus operators who win recegnition
-« in the state "School Rus Safety Roadeo" to compete in the national

event,

The following one—way tranportation times are considered reasonable

maximms for pupils transported to school:

L. PEarly childhood (PK=-4) thirty minutes. .
2. wWiddle childhood/junior high (5-8) forty-five minutes. :
3. BAdolescent/high school (9-12) sixtv minutes.

NCTE: These times are quidelines only and are not mandated.




' SAFE DRIVRR AWARDS

Adequate supervision in satfety is one of the most esssential raquirements
in operating an efficient school transportation program. Regardless of the
size of the fleer a strong concerted effort must be made toward smphasizing
safe driving procedures. The laws, requiations and recommendations presented

in this publicartion smphasize the impertance of county boards ot education
establishing definite policies, rules and regulartions governing the safe
operation qf the school transportation program.

. Superior safe driving skills of scheol bus operators can bs sncouraged by

incentives established through the county boards of education.

WRST-¥EAGTNTA—SCHAOH-RUS~ORRRATOR S~ SAEETY-GRRTIFIGATR

BPursuanb-to-she-noad~and-favarablo-influonso—nf-suah-incantivasy-Lhe
Sahnei-Transparhahion-Pivistion-aé-the-Sbate-Deparsmant-of-Eduasation
providaes-alSahand-Rus-Operaberis—Safety-Gaebifivatel-bo-bo-awardad-by
aountyF-sohonl-sffiatats—on-bohalf-nf-tho-Skake-bapartmeni-of-Rducabion
State-Deparhment-af-Uotor~¥ahialaesy-and-tho-stake~-Dopanimons—~aE-Rublie
Safoby~r

This-gafaby-ansrificebe-san-ba-awarndod-anl¥=-£o-gehoet-bug—oporatons
who-have-bean-vagulatliy-amployod-fov-a-panigd-of-at—raasb—Erve
soRsecubiva-monsh~-af-tho-gehool-yager——To-pa-aligiblo-for-khie
santcifienbar-sho-bus-opanrnabor-—mush-suaenssfuliv-oparato—a—sehool-bus
withous-baiag-inveived—in~a-proveontable—asaident~during-stha-sohool-yoan-
Fhig-aRcouragec-avan¥—saheol-hus-gparaban-to-mainbain~an—subkssanding
prefassional-dniving-racand-thnough-aarofutyr-0ourtoouay~dofonaive-daiviag
whila~operating-a~50heat-Dugr——Tb~fusthon-sesvags-ag—a~-eansificate-aé
ovatuation-itndieabing-prrfisionaFr—~Tho-bus-oparaton-audk-bo-racarmonded
bo-she-Bhabe-Department-af-Sducation-by-5She-county-suponintandans~of
sehoot5+——Tho-awand-is-provided-by-Ehe—Dopavtment—aE-Rduasationy

The~State-Safaby-Cortietata~-ig-nob~e-bo-confugad-with-tho-Nationalt
safety-SovhReri-Safe-Beivar-Awasd——--Thig—is-a~capasgbe-awandy-voquining
sae—fuil-yane-ae-a-vesuianiy-amplovod-sohesi-bus—apasatonr—suacopafuliy
eparabing-a—cohocal-bus-wibthoub-a-provoniabio-aecidonbr——An-axcolliont-job
oé-driving-ig-requirod-to-aann-atrthor-on-both~of-shngo-awarda~

Fhe-oehool-big-opanabon-sheuld-bo-canstantly~awaro~that-ho-gho-ia
gkitted-ab~hae~-hig-ponfession-and-woll-krainedr—This-kind-at
penfascinnal-nstae—v¥ohinlo-oparator-will-nok-be-inveived-ta-an—aeeidanby
easutsing-in-har-his-batag~a-winRer-gach-yoas-

The-State~RBeard-of-Rducation-eecommonds—ihab-0ounty¥-boardg-af

aduaabion-roesgnizn-tho-impartanse-af-this-awand-to-promota~tha
anthustackie-parhicipation-af-all-counky-saho0i-bus—aperatons~
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| NATTIONAI. SAFETY COUNCTL SAFR DRIVRR AWARD

The National Safsty Council provides'a most rewatrding Safe Driver Award

Program. This award program was established in 1930, and since that time more
" than two million motor vehicle operators have earned awards for professionadl

safe driving. -

County boards of educaticn have participated in this safety service sincs
1947. This Safe Triver Award Program has ismeasurably contributed to the
enviable safety record that ‘hdas been maintained in school transportation.
Because of the marked affectiveness of this program, the Board recommends that
county boards of education continue to emphasize this program's objectives .
through concerted participation and a persistent effort to reach the ultimate
level of effe¢tiveness. The award provided with this safety program has come

to be recognized by both fleet managers and vehicle operators as the yardstick'

for measuring the safe driving attitude and skill required for job success as
a "professional motor vehicle cperator”.

This Safe Driver award is the nation's highest award for professional safe
driving performance.

The Board recommends that county boards of education make this program
available for all school bus operators and that an effort be made to derive
maximum benefits from it.

NOTRE: The award cannot be earned in any year that the employeé is absent

from work for more than £ifteen (15) of the required days of
emp loyment.
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Y WRST VIRGINTA LAWS
" GOVERNING SCHOOT, TRANSPORTATION SFEVICES

chapter 18, Article 5, Section 13, Subsection 6. 7 qnd 8,
code of West Virginia., as amended by Act of lLegislature 1987.

The board, subject to the provisions of this chapter and the rules and
regqulations of the state bcard. shall have authotity:

{(6) (a) To provide at public expense adequate means of transportation,
including transportation actoss county lines, for all children of school age who
live more than two miles distance frem school by the nearest available road; to
provide at public expense and according. to such requlations as the board may
establish, adequate means of transportation for school children participating in
board-approved curricular and extracurricular activities; and to provide in
addition therete, at public expense, by rules and requlations and within the
available revenues, transportation for those within two miles distance; to provide
in additien thereto., at no cost teo the board and according to rules and
regulations established by the board, transportation for participants in projects
cperated, financed, sponsored or approved bv the commission on aging: Provided,
That all costs and expenses incident in any way to transportation for projects
connected with the commission on aging shall be borne by such commission, or the
locat or county chapter thereof: Provided. however, That in ail cases the scheol
buses cwned by the board of education shall be driven or operated only by drivers
regularly emploved by the board of education: Provided further, That the county
board may provide, under rules established by the state beoard, for the
certification of professional employees as drivers of board-owned vehicles with a
searing capacity of less than ten passengers used for the transportation of pupiis
for school-sponsored activities other than transporting students between school
and home: aAnd provided further, That the use of such vehicles shall be limited to
cne for each school-sponsored acrivity: And provided further, That buses shall be
used for extracurricular activities as herein provided only when the insurance
provided for by this section shall have been effected;

{b) To enter intc agreements with one another to provide, on a cocoperative
basis. adequate means of transportation across county lines for children of school
age subject to the conditions and restrictions of subdivisions (6) and (8) ot this
section;

{7) To lease school buses coperated only by drivers reqularly empioyed by the
board te public and private neonprofit organizations or private corperations teo
transport school-age children to and from camps or educational activities in
accordance with rules and requlations estaplished by the beard. All costs and
expenses incurred by or incidental to the transportation of sucti children shall be
borne by the lessee:;

(8) To provide at public expense for insurance against the negligence of the
drivers of scheol buses, trucks. of other vehicles operated by the board; and if
the transportation of pupils be contracted, then the contract therefor shall
provide that the contractor shall catry insurance against negligence in such an
amount as the board shall specify.

Chapter 18A., Article 5, Section 1:
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Authority of teachezs and other school personnel' exclusion of pupils having
infectious diseases; suspension or expulsion of disorderly pupils; authority
of principals to administer corperal punishment.

. The teacher shall stand in the place of the parent or guardian in exarcising
authority over the school, and shall have contrel of all pupils enrolled in the
school Erom the time they reach the school until they have returned to their
respective homes, except that where transportation of pupils is provided, the
driver in charge of the school bus or other mode of transportation shall sxercise

such authority and control over the children while they are in transit to and Erom

the school.,.,..fe —

Chapter 16, Article 3, Section 4a:

) Compulsory testing for tuberculosis of school children and school
personnel; X rays required for reactors; suspension from school or
employment for puplls and personnel found to have tuberculosis in a

' communicable stage. .

All school petsonnel shall have an approved tuberculin skin test at time of
employment and once every twoc years or more freguently if medically indicated.
Positive reactors te the skin test are tc be immediately referred to a physician
for evaluation and indicated treatment or further studies. The county health
officer shall be responsible for arranging proper follow-up of school personnel
and students who are unable to obtain physician evaluation for a converted
tuberculin skin test. Scheol personnel found to have tuberculosis in a
communicable stage shall have their employment discontinued or suspended until
thelr disease has been arrested and is ne longer communicable. Schoeol personnel
who have not had the required examination will be suspended from employment until
reports of examination are confirmed.
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WEST VIRGINIA LAWS
T GOVERNING OPERATION_OF SCHOOL BUSES

Chapter 178, Article 2, Section 4, Code of West Virginia, as amended: :

' Age limit for chauffeurs driving school buses and transporting persons or
property for compensation; issuance of chauffeur's license to licensees
under prior law.

No person who is under the age of eighteen years shall drive any school bus
transporting school children or any motor vehlcle when in use for the

transportation of persons or property for compensation nor in either event until _

he has been licensed as a chauffeur for either such purpose and the license so
indicates. The department shall not issue a chauffeur’'s license for either such

purpose unless the applicant has had at least ons year of driving experience prior

thereto. -~

Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, a person who qualifies under
all provisions of this chapter except this section, and, who at the time of the
enactment of this chapter possesses a valid chauffeur's license issued under a
prior act of the legislature, may be issued a chauffeur’s license as provided in
section twelve (Chapter 17B, Article 2, Secticn 12) of this article.

-

Chapter 178, Article 4, Section 3:
Driving while license suspended or revoked; driving while license revoked
for driving under the indiuence of alcohol, contrelled substances or
drugs, or while having alcoholic concentration in the bloed of ten
hundredths of one percent or more, by weight, or for refusing to take
secondary chemical test of blood alcchel contents.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this section. any
person who drives a motor vehicle on any public highway of this state at a time
when his privilege so to do has been lawfully suspended or revoked shall, for the
first offense, be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon cenviction thereof, shall be
ioprisoned in the county jail for Eorty-eight hours and, in addition to such
mandatery jall sentence, shall be fined not less than £ifty dollars nor more than
five hundred dellars:; Eor the second offense, such person shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by impriscnment in
the county jail for a pericd of ten days and, in addition to such mandatory jail
sentence, shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five
hundred dollars; for the third or any subsequent offense, such person shall be
" guilty of a misdemeanocr, and, upen conviction thereof, shall be imprisconed in the
county jail for 5ix meonths and. in addition te such mandatory jail sentence, shall
be fined not less than one hundred Eifty dollars nor more than five hundred
dollars. ul -

(b} Any person who drives a motor vehicle on any public highway of this state
4t & time when his privilege so to do has been lawfully reveked for driving under
the influence of alcchol, controlled substances or other drugs, or while having an
alcoholic concentration in his blood of ten hundredths of cne percent or more, by
welght, or for refusing to take a secondary chemical test of blood alcohol content
shall, for the first offense, be gullty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be imprisoned in the county jail for six months and in addition to
such mandatery jail sentence, shall be fined neot less than one hundred dollars
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nor more than Eive hundred dollars for the second offense, such person shall be -
guilty of a misdémeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by
imprisonment in the county jail for a period of one yesar and, in addition te such
mandatory jall sentence, shall be fined not less than one thcusand dollars nor -
more than three thousand dollars; for the third or any subsequent offense. such
person shall be guilty of a feleny, and, upon conviction thereacf, shall be
imprisoned in the penitentiary for not less than one year nor mora than three
vears.and, in addition to such mandateory Jjail sentence, shall be fined not less
than three thousand dollars nor more than five thousand dollars.

{c) The department upchn receiving a record of the conviction of any perscn
under this section upon a charge of driving a vehicle while the licsnse of such
person was lawfully revoked shall extend the period of such suspension for an -
additional like period and if the conviction was upon a charge of driving while a
license was revoked lawfully the department =shall not issue a new license for 4&n
additional period of one year from and after the date such person would otherwise
have been entitled to apply for a new license,

Chapter 178, Article 4, Section 4:
Permitting unauthorized perscn to drive.

R

No person shall authorize or knowingly permit a motér vehicle owned by him or
under his contrel to be driven upon any highway by any person who is not
authorized hereunder or in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.

Chapter 17C, Article 1, Section 7:
School bus.

"School bus" means every motor vehicle owned by a public or governmental
agency and operated for the transportation of children to or from schoocl or
privately owned and operated for compensation for the transpertation of children
to or from school.

Chapter 17C, Article 1, Section 35:
Street or nighway.

"Street"” or "highway" means the entire width between the boundary lines of S
every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the -
public for purpeses of wvenhicular travel. : . S ) —

Chapter 17C, Article 1, Section 37:
Roadway.

"Roadway"” means that portion of a highway improved, designated or ordinarily
used for vehicular travel exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a
highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term “roadway" as used herin

shall refer to any such roadway separately but not to all such roadways
collectively.

Chapter 17C, aArticle 1, Section 49:
Rallrcad sign or signal.
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) "Railrcad sign or signal" neans any sign. signal ‘or dsvice erected by
authority of a public body or official or by a railroad and intended to give
notice of the presence ©f railroad tracks or the approach of a rallrcad train.

Chaptet717c. Article 1. Section 55: . I T T T R
School grounds. - o . - - L )

"school grdunds“ includes the land on which a school is bullt together with
such other land used by students for play., recreation or athletic events while
attending school.

Chapter 17C, Article 12, Section 3¢
Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad grade crossings. ~

{a) The driver of any mdtor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, or of any
school bus carrying any school child, or of any vehicle carrying explosive
substances or flammable liguids as a cargo or part of a cargo, or ¢f any vehicle
owned by an emplover which, in carrying on such emplover's business or in carrying
employees to and from work,. is carrying more than six employees of such emplover,
before crossing at a grade any track or tracks of a rallroad, shall steop such
vehicle within £1fty Feet but not less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail of
such railroad and while so stopped shall listen and leok in both directions aleng

such track for any approaching train, and for signals indicating the appreach of a

train, except as hereinafter provided, and shall not proceed until he can do so
safely. After stopping as required herein and upon proceeding when it 1is safe to
do so the driver of any said vehicle shall cross only in such gear of the vehicle

that there will be no neccessity for changing gears while traversing such crossing

and the driver shall not shif: gears while cressing the track or tracks.

(b) No stop need be made at any such crossing where a police officer or a
traffic-control signal directs traffic to proceed.

(c) This secticn shall not apply at streét railway grade crossings within a
business of residence distri;t.

Chapter 17C, Article 12, Section 7:
Overtaking and passing school bus; penalties; signs and warning lights
upeon buses:; removal of warning lights, lettering, etc.., upon sale of
buses; highways with saparate roadways.

{a) The driver of a vehicle upon meeting or overtaking from either direction
any school bus which has stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging any
school children shall step the vehicle before reaching such school bus when there
is in operaticn on said school bus flashing warning signal lights, as referred to
in section eight of this article, and said driver shall not proceed until such
school bus resumes motion, or is signaled by the school bus driver to proceed or
the visual signals are no longer actuated, This section applies wherever the
scheol bus is recelving or discharging children. including, but not limited to,
any street. highway., parking lot, private road or driveway: Provided. That the
driver of a vehicle upon a ceonstrolled access highway need not stop upon meeting
or passing a school bus which is on a different roadway or adjacent to such
highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the roadway. Any such
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',,driver actinghin violaticn of this subsecticn is guilty of a misdemeanor. and,

upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than two
hundred dollars, or imprisoned in the county jail not more than six months, or
both fined and imprisconed. 1If the identity of the driver cannot be ascertained,
then any such owner or lessee of the vehicle in viclation of this subsection is
guilty of a misdemeanor. and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less
than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars: Provided, however, That such
conviction shall not subject such owner or lessee to further administrative or
other penalties for said offen=e, notwhithstanding other provisions of this cede
te the con:rary. -

} {(b) Every bus used for the transportation of school children .shall bear upon
the front and rear thereof a plainly visible s=ign containing the words “school
bus* in letters not less than eight inches in height. When a contract school bus
is being operated upon a highway for purpeoses other than the actual transportation
of children either to or from school all markings therseon indicating “scheool bus®
shall be covered or concealed. Any scheool bus sold or :ran$ferred to another
owner by a county board of education, agendy or individual,-shall have all
flashing warning lights disconnected; all lettaring removed or permanently
obscured, except when sold or transferred for the transportation of scheol
children.

Chapter 1l7C. Arti&le 12, Section 8:
Special lighting equipment on school buses.

(a) The commissioner of motor vehicles is authorized to adeopt standards and
specifications applicable to lighting equipment on and special warning devices to
be carried by school buses consistent with the provisions of this chapter, but
supplemental thereto, and except that such standards and specifications may
designate and permit the use of flashing warning signal lights on school buses for
the purpose of indicating when children are boarding or alighting from any said
bus. Such standards and specificaticns shall correlate with and, so far as
possible, conform to the specifications then current as approved-by the Society of
Automotive Engineers.

(bY It shall be unlawful to operate any flashing warning signal light on any

schocl bus except when any said schocl bus is stopped or is slowing dewn to stop

on any street or- highway for the purpose of permitting school children to board or
alight from said school bus.

Chapter 17C, Article 14, Section 12:
Scheol bus requlations.

(a) The West Virginia bocard of education by and with the advice of the motor
vehicle commissioner shall adopt and enforce regulations not inconsistent with
this chapter to govern the design and coperation of all school buses used for the
transpertation of school children when owned and operated by any county board of
education or privately owned and operated under contract with any county board of
education in this State and such regulations shall by reference be made a part of
any such contract with a county board of education. Every county beard of
education, its officers and employees, and every person employed under contract by
a county beoard of education shall be subject to sald regulations.
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(b) Any officer or employee of any county board of education whe violates any
of said requlations or fails to include obligation to comply with said regulations
in any contract executed by him on behalf of a county board of education shall be
guilty of misconduct and subject to removal from office or employment. Any person
operaring a school bus under contract with-a-county board of education who fails
to comply with any said regqulations shall be guilty of breach of contract and such
contract shall be canceled after notice and hearing by the responsible officers of
such county board of education.

Chapter 17C. Article 15, Section 2:
when lighted lamps are reguired.,

Every vehicle other than a motorcycle motor-driven cycle or moped operated

. _’l;“l

i

upon a highway within this state at any time from sunsat to sunrise, or during
fog, smoke, rain or ¢ther unfavorable atmospheric conditiens, or at any other time

when there is not 5uEE1cient light to render clearly discernible persons and
vehicles on the hiqhway at a distance of five hundred feet ahead, shall disglaz
lighted lamps and illuminating devices as herinafter respectively required for
different classes of vehicles, subject to excegtions with respect to parked
vehicles as hereinafter Stated. Every motorcycle., motor—driven cycle and moped
shall disglax lighted head lamps at all times when u upoh the highway.

Chapter 17C., Article 15, Section 26, Subsecticn (e):
Special Restrictions on lamps.

{e) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, any vehicle
belonging to a countv board of education mav be equipred with a white flashing
strebotron warning light. This strobe light may be instalied on the roef @f a
school bus not to exceed one-third the bodvy length forward frem the rear of the
rcof edge. The light shall have a single clear lens emitting light three hundred

sixty degrees around its vertical axis and may not extend above the roof more than ; 

six and one-half inches. A manual switch and a pilot light must be included to
indicate the light is in operation.

It shall be unlawful for flashing warning lights of an unavthcrized celer to ”;

be installed or used on_a vehicle cther than as specified in this secticn. except
that a police vehicle may be equipped with either or both biue or red warning
lights. o

Chapter 17C, Article 15, Secticn 1l:
Vehicles not to coperate without required equipment or in unsafe condition.

Nc person shall drive or move on any highway any mector vehilcle, trailer,

semitrailer, or pole trailer, or any combinaticn thereof unless the equipment upon

any and every said vehicle is in good weorking order and adjustment as required in
this chapter and sald vehicle 1s in such safe mechanical condition as not to
endanger the driver or other occupant or any person upon any highway.

Chapter 17C, Article 16, Section 2:
Inspection by department of public safety.
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(a) The departmznt oE public safety may Cat any time upen reasonable cause to
believe that a vehicle is unsafe or not equipped as required by law, or that its
equipment is not in proper adjustment or repair, require the driver of such
vehicle to stop and submit such vehicle to an inspection and such test with
refersnce therato as may be appropriate. ..

(b) 1In the event such vehicle and its equipment are found to be in safe
condition and in full compliance with the law, the officer making such inspection
shall issue to the driver an official certificate of inspection and approval of
such vehicle specifying those parts or equipment so inspected and approved. .

(¢} In the avent such vehicle is found to be in unsafe condition or any .
required part or equipment is not present or is not in proper repalr and
adjustment the officer shall give a written notice to the driver and shall send a
copy to the department. Said notice shall require that such vehicle be placed in
safe condition and its equipment in proper repair and adjustment specifiying the
particulars with reference thereto and that a certificate of inspecticn and
approval be obtained within Eive days.

Chapter 17C, Article 16, Section 3:
owners and drivers to comply with inspection laws.

(a) WNo person driving a venicle shall refuse te submit such vehicle to an
inspection and test when reguired to do so by the department of public safety.

{(b) Every owner or driver, upon receiving a notice as provided in section two
(Chapter 17C, Article 16, Section 2) of this article shall comply therewith and
shall within five days secure an official certificate of inspection and approval
which shall be issued in duplicate, ocne copy to be retained by the owner or driver
and the other copy to be forwarded to the department. In lieu of compliance with
this paragraph the vehicle shall not be operated, except as provided in the next
succeeding paragragh.

{c) No person shall operate any vehicle after receliving a notice with
reference thereto as above provided, except as may be necessary to refurn such
vehicle to the residence or place of business of the owner cr driver, or to a
garage, until said vehicle and its equipment has been placed in proper repair and
adiustment and otherwise made to conform te the requirements of this chapter and a
certificate of inspection and approval shall be obtained as promptly as possible
thereafter.

(d) 1In the event repair or adjustment of any vehicle or its equipment is
found necessary upon inspection, the owner of said vehicle may obtain such repair
or adjustment at any place he may choose, but in every event an official
certificate of inspection and approval must be obtained, otherwise such vehicle
shall not be operated upon the highways of this State.

(e} *“Inspecticn and test," as used in this article, shall mean inspections
and tests as related to the actual mechanical and operating ability of such
vehicle.

Chapter 17¢C, Article 16, Secticn 4&:
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Commissioner to require periodical inspection' accaptance of certificate
- of inspection from another state; suspension of registration of unsafe
vehicles,

~ (a) The Commissioner of motor vehicles shall once sach year require that
every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer reglstered in this
State be inspected and that an official certificate oE inspection and approval be
obtained for each such vehicle.

Such inspection shall be made and such certificates obtained with respect to
the mechanism, brakes, and equipment of every such vehicle as shall be designated
by the commissioner. . ‘ -

The commissioner is hereby authorized to make necessary rules and regulations
for the administration and enforcement of this section and to designate any peried
or pericds of time during which owners of any vehicles, susbject to this section,
shall display upon such vehicles certificates of inspection and approval or shall
produce the same upon demand of any cofficer or employee of the department
designated by the commissicner or any police or peace officer when authorized by
the commissioner.

{b) The commissicner may authorize the acceptance in this State of a
certificate of inspection and approval issued in another state having an
inspection law similar to this chapter and may extend the time within which a
certificate shall be obtained by the resident owner of a vehicle which was net in
this State during the time an inpsection was required.

(c) The commissioner may suspend the registration of any vehicle which he
determines is in such unsafe conditicn as to constitute a menace to safety or
which after notice and demand is not equipped as regquired in this chapter or fer
which a required certificate has not been obtained.

Chapter 17C, Article 16, Section 5:
Permit for official inspection stations; fees for and certificate of
inspecticn,

The superintendent of the depar:tment of public safety shall be responsible for
the inspection as provided in this article and shall prescribe requirements and
qualifications for official inspection stations. He shall select and designate
such stations and shall issue permits therefor and furnish instructions and all
necessary forms thereto for the inspection of vehicles as herein required and the
issuance of official certificates of inspection and approval. The certificate of
inspection shall be a paper sticker or decal to be affixed to the windshield of a
motor vehicle, shall be serially numbered and shall properly identify the official
inspection station by which issued. A charge of one dollar per sticker shall be
charged by the department of public safety to the inspection station, and the
funds s¢ received shall be deposited into the state treasury and credited to the
account of the department of public safety for application in the administration
and enforcement of the provisions of this article. Any balance remaining in the
fund on the last day ©of June of each fiscal year, not required for operating
expenses, construction. repairs or alterations of police barracks for the ensuing
fiscal year and for the administration and enforcement of the provisions of this
article, shall be transferred to the state road fund. The superintendent is .-
autherized to exchange stickers or to make refunds to official inspectlon stations
for stickers on hand when permits are revoked or when, for any reason. the
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stickers become obsolete. o

Rpplication Eor permit shall be made upcn an officiel form prescribed by the
superintendent and permits shall be granted only when the superintendent is
satisfied that the station is properly equipped, and has competent personnel to
make such inspections and adjustments and that the inspections and adjustments
.will be properly conducted. The superintandent, before issuing a permit, may
require the applicant to file a bond with surety approved by the superintendent,
conditioned that such applicant, as a station operator, will make compensation for
any damage to a vehicle during an inspection or adjustment due te negligence on
the part of such s:aticn operator or employces thereof.

The superintendent shall properly supervise and cause inspections to be made
of such stations and shall revoke and require the surrender of the permit issued
to a station which he finds is not properly equipped or conducted. He shall
maintain and pest at this office and at such other places as he may select lists
of all stations holding permits and of those whose permits have been revoked.
Chapter 17¢C, Article 17, Section 4, Subsection b:

Height and length of vehicles and loads. . .

. () A motor vehicle including any load thereon shall not exceed a length of
forty feet extreme overall dimensicn, inclusive of front and rear bumpers.

The laws above are provided for quick reference. However, there are numerous
other laws that must be thoroughly understood and practiced in the implementation
of a safe and efficlent school transportation program.

The lack of understanding or ignorance of any school law or motor vehicle law
does not exonerate school transportation personnel from the blame for the
infraction of same. It 1s therefore imperative that 'school transportation
administrators and school bus operators become familiar with all laws. pertinent to
school transpertaticn. '

5.




TMPACT:

The primacy impact of these ravisicns to the transpeortaticn regqulations
will be te comply with the latest federal requlations and current medicatl
standards. This revisicn will provide informaticon to scheol transportaticen

personnel, students and parents regarding expectations in school
transporzation.
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West Virginia School Transportaticon Requlaticns

Policy 4336

The State Board of Rducation affirms its commitment to safe school

transportation in West virginia.

The primary goal of these regqulations is to ensure the health, safety and
walfare of all students who ride school busas in West Virginila. :

School transportation is an integral part of a comprehensive educaticnal
program and is a very significant part of a thorough and efficient system of

education feor studénts.
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS ON
POIL.ICY 4336
WEST VLRGINTIA SCHOO!, TRANSPORTATION REGUIATTONS

As of August 18, 1993, a total of 207 comments from 198 respondents were
received for Policv 4336, West Virginia School Transportaticn Regqulations.
Comments received were negative in nature and not accepted because the
comments conflicted with recommendations of health professicnals.

The revision committee met August 12, 1993, and recommended that west Virginia
law governing operation of school buses, Chapter 17C, Article 15, Section 26.
Subsecticon (e}, regarding the use of strobe lights, be inclucded in the
revision. )
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KEN HECHLER
Secretary of State

MARY P. RATLIFF
Deputy Secrelary of State

A, RENEE COE _ =
Deputy Secratary ¢! Stalo i

CATHERINE FRERCOTTE T
Exscutive Assistant ~

Talephone: (304 558-6000
Comorations: (304) 558-8000 —

TO: Vic Barone _

AGENCY: Education

FROM:

DATE: March 14,

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

SECRETARY OF STATE
Building 1, Suite 157-K

WILLIAM H. HARRINGTON
Chiel of Staff

JUDY CCOPER
Birgctar, Administrative Law

DOMALD R. WILKES
Diracter, Carporations

[FPlus all tha voluntesr

1800 Kanawha Blvg,, Eastrz
Charleston, WV 25305-077G )

i

z

EELYW

- helpwe ¢an get)

N, FAX: (304} 553-0900

MAR | 6 1994

- I
LEGAL & iCES |

1994

JUDY CCCPER, DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION

THE ATTACHED RULE FILED BY YOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN ENTERED INTO OUR
COMPUTER BSYSTEM. PLEASE REVIEW, PROOF AND RETURN IT WITH ANY
CORRECTICHNS. IF TEHERE ARE NC CORRECTIONS, PLEASE SIGN THIS MEMO
AND RETURN IT TO THIS QOFFICE. YOU WILL BE SENT A FINAL VERSICN OF
THE RULE FOR YOUR RECORDS.

PLEASE RETURN EITHER THE CORRECTED RULE OR THIS FORM WITHIN TEN
(10) WORKING DAYS OF THE DATEZ YOU RECEIVED THIS REQUEST. CALL IF
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

SERIES: 126 Education

92  TITLE:

THE ATTACEED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND IS CORRECT.

SIGNED: AR -

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING: LDveode 24744’ Sertery Z%fé o L
f : ~

F- R~

kkkkER bk bR kbbb bbbk kb hk kR kAR R R R R

DATE:

THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND NEEDS CORRECTING. THE

CORRECTIONS HAVE BEEN MARKED.

SIGNED: .

TITLE OF PERSON. SIGNING:

DATE:

NOTE: PLEASE

IF YOU ARE NOT THE PERSON WHO HANDLES THIS RULE,
FORWARD TO THE CORRECT PERSON. o




