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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA OF EDUCATION

Policy Number and Title: Policy 4110, Attendance

Background:

At any given time there are approximately 2,500 to 3,000 children in out-of-home
care, generally referred to as foster care, in West Virginia. In response to concerns raised
regarding the educational status of these children, the West Virginia Department of
Education formed a West Virginia Out-of-Home Care Education Task Force in 2004.
The Task Force found that a large number of West Virginia children in out-of-home care
are seriously behind in educational achievement and a number of barriers persist in
limiting their receipt of full access to public education. Findings and recommendations
of the Task Force were documented in a report submitted to the West Virginia Board of
Education in September 2005 entitled Reaching Every Child: Addressing Educational
Attainment of Out-of-Home Care Children in West Virginia. The work of the Task Force
has been continued via the formation of an implementation group called the Out-of-Home
Care Education Advisory Committee. This committee has worked to remove the barriers
to educational access and success for children in out-of-home care. In April of 2008, the
committee recommended, and the State Board of Education approved, a revision to
Policy 4110 defining the phrase “awaiting foster care placement™ to ensure that eligible
West Virginia children in out-of-home care are covered under the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. §11431 et seq.) (hereinafter McKinney-Vento Act).

The McKinney-Vento Act guarantees access to school and a meaningful
opportunity for educational success to children and youth covered under the Act. The
Act covers children and youth “who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence”, specifically including children and youth “awaiting foster care placement.”
The McKinney-Vento Act does not define the phrase “awaiting foster care placement.”
In its Non-Regulatory Guidance, the U.S. Department of Education does not define the
term either, addressing the issue only briefly to suggest that local education liaisons
should confer and coordinate with local public social service agency providers in
determining how best to assist children and youth who are awaiting foster care
placement. It has therefore been left up to states to define this terminology. To ensure
that eligible West Virginia children in out-of-home care are covered under the provisions
of the McKinney-Vento Act, Department of Education and Department of Health and
Human Resources staff involved in the Education of Out-of-Home Care initiative
developed a proposed definition of “awaiting foster care children ” which was approved
by the Board in April of 2008.

Policy 4110 provides guidelines for the development of the local county
attendance policies. A group of eighteen (18) educators, parents and legislators met




during the months of April and May 2009 to discuss and recommend revisions to the
Attendance Policy (See Stakeholders List). The following minor policy revisions from
the committee are requested to be placed on public comment.

Purpose:

The purpose of this Board item is to further amend the definition of “awaiting
foster care placement” under Section 4.5 of Policy 4110. The revised definition will
ensure that children in interim social service placements have protections under the
McKinney-Vento Act as administered through Policy 4110. Children in interim social
service placements have been found to encounter the kinds of barriers to educational
access and success that the McKinney-Vento Act was designed to eliminate. The revised
definition will also remove language that may suggest that children in a residential
treatment center who receive their education in an on-grounds school are under the
McKinney-Vento Act.

Major Revisions:

e Section 4.5 was amended to revise the definition of “awaiting foster care
placement.” This amendment will serve to clarify who is covered under this
terminology in West Virginia under the McKinney-Vento Act and Policy 4110.

e The definition of “awaiting foster care placement” includes any child or youth
who: 1) is in the custody of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Resources, 2) has been placed in out-of-home care, and 3) is not in a permanent
placement. This includes, but is not limited to, children in family foster care,
kinship care, emergency shelter care, or group home care.

e Section 4.10.1 and 4.10.2 were added to define a documented chronic medical
condition and a documented disability.

Impact:

The revisions to Policy 4110 will 1) further define excused absences to include chronic
medical conditions and disabilities and 2) ensure that children in interim social service
placements have protections under the McKinney-Vento Act.

Action:

The Department requests the attached policy be approved.

Comment Summary:

Six comments were received during the comment period from June 12 — July 13, 2009.
Two comments were in agreement with the changes, three were not directed to the
proposed changes and the proposed changes addressed the concerns in one comment.
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TITLE 126 O VST VEGINA
LEGISLATIVE RULE S i OF STAT™
BOARD OF EDUCATION
SERIES 81
ATTENDANCE (4110)

§126-81-1. General.

1.1. Scope. - This rule provides guidelines for the development of local county
attendance policies.

1.2. Authority. - West Virginia Constitution, Article XII, §2, W. Va. Code
§§16-3-14, 17B-2-3, 17B-2-5, 18-2-5, 18-5-15, 18-8-1, 18-8-2, 18-8-3, 18-8-4, 18-8-5,
18-8-11 and Subtitle B of Title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11431 et seq.) (hereinafter McKinney-Vento Act).

1.3. Filing Date. - August 14, 2009
1.4. Effective Date. — September 14, 2009

1.5. Repeal of Former Rule. - This legislative rule amends W. Va. 126CSR81
West Virginia Board of Education (hereinafter WVBE) Policy 4110, Attendance, filed
April 11, 2008 and effective May 12, 2008.

§126-81-2. Rationale.

2.1. The WVBE recognizes that a direct relationship exists between students’
daily school attendance and academic performance, graduation, and good work habits.
This attendance policy promotes students’ daily school attendance. Each county shall be
required to develop and implement a county attendance policy in accordance with this
policy. Daily attendance is necessary for students to meet their schools’ academic
program standards as each day’s learning builds on the work previously completed. While
students and parents/guardians have the ultimate responsibility for daily school
attendance, the laws of West Virginia require school administrators to enforce
compulsory school attendance, and to provide an environment conducive to, and
encouraging of, attendance.

§126-81-3. Policy Development.

3.1. Each county must provide for input from teachers, principals, attendance
directors, parents/guardians, and community leaders when developing or revising the
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attendance policy. Counties are to conduct an annual attendance evaluation to determine
the effectiveness of the policy. County policies will be reviewed by on-site review teams
to ensure compliance with this policy.

§126-81-4. Definitions.
4.1. Absence - Not being physically present in the school facility for any reason.

42. Allowable Deductions for Schools - Absences that result from
school-approved curricular/co-curricular activities; failure of the bus to run/hazardous
conditions; excused student absences; students not in attendance due to disciplinary
measures; and absent students for whom the attendance director has pursued judicial
remedies to compel attendance (filed a criminal complaint or juvenile petition) due to
provisions in W, Va. Code §18-8-4.

4.3. Attendance - For statistical purposes, attendance will be reported and
aggregated to the nearest half day according to the definitions in sections 4.3.1. and 4.3.2.

43.1. Full-day attendance means being present at least .74 of the school
day.

4.3.2. Half-day attendance means being present at least .50 of the school
day.

4.4, Attendance Rate - The number of days present divided by the number of days
of membership, multiplied by one hundred, equals attendance rate for students on the
attendance registers in grades K-12.

4.5. Awaiting Foster Care Placement - Any child or youth who: 1) is in the
custody of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources, 2) has been
placed in out-of-home care, and 3) is not in a permanent placement. This includes, but is
not limited to, children and youth in family foster care, kinship care, emergency shelter
care or in a residential group home.

4.6. Dropout - A dropout is an individual who:

4,6.1. was enrolled in school at some time during the previous school year
and was not enrolled on October 1 of the current school year; or

4.6.2. was not enrolled on October 1 of the previous school year although
expected to be in membership (i.e., was not reported as a dropout the year before); and
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4. 6.3. has not graduated from high school, obtained a General Educational
Development Certificate (hereinafter GED) diploma, or completed a state- or
district-approved education program; and

4.6.4. does not meet any of the following exclusionary conditions:

a. transfer to another public school district, private school,
registered home school, or state- or district-approved education program;

b. temporary school-recognized absence due to suspension or
illness; or
c. death.

4.7. Dropout Date - For students of compulsory school attendance age or older,
the dropout date is defined as the school day after the student’s last day of attendance.

4.8. Enrollment - A student is officially enrolled when one of the following
conditions occur:

4.8.1. student was enrolled the previous year;

48.2. student appears at school to enroll with or without a
parent/guardian; or

4.8.3. student and/or parent/guardian appears at school to enroll with or
without records.

4.9. Enrollment Count - A status count that reports the number of students on the
attendance register as required by the West Virginia Department of Education (hereinafter
WVDE).

4.10. Excused Student Absences - Absences that result from school-approved
curricular/co-curricular activities; failure of the bus to run/hazardous conditions, SAT
Plan, IEP or 504 Plan and other county board approved excused absences.

4.10.1. “Documented chronic medical condition” means any physical or
mental condition that may require multiple or regular absences. This condition must be
documented annually with a valid physician’s note that explains the condition and
anticipated impact on attendance. The necessity for the absences must be approved and
reviewed quarterly by the SAT, IEP or 504 team (See §5.3.3.d). Such absence(s) shall be
considered an allowable deduction for purposes of §126-81-5.2 of this policy.

4.10.2. “Documented disability” means any mental or physical impairment
3
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that substantially limits one or more major life activities and is documented annually with
a valid physician’s note that explains the disability and anticipated impact on attendance.
The necessity for the absences must be approved and reviewed quarterly by the SAT, IEP,
or 504 team (See §5.3.3.d). Such absence(s) shall be considered an allowable deduction
for purposes of §126-81-5.2 of this policy.

4.11. Homeless Children and Youths - as defined in the McKinney-Vento Act
means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence and
includes:

4,11.1. children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons
due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels,
hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in
hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;

4.11.2. children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is
a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings;

4.11.3. children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces,
abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and

4.11.4. migratory children who qualify as homeless because the children or
youth are living in circumstances as described in the above descriptions.

4.12. Membership Days - The days present plus the days absent.

4.13. School of Origin - As defined in the McKinney-Vento Act is the school that
the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or
youth was last enrolled.

4.14. Transfer - A process by which a student ends enrollment or attendance in
one location and begins enrollment or attendance in a second location (e.g., within a
county, between counties, or out-of-state). This can be evidenced through a transcript
request or other documentation that the student is continuing elementary or secondary
education.

§126-81-5. Responsibility.

5.1. The WVBE has the responsibility to encourage daily attendance and mandate
that county school systems adequately address student absences including tardiness.
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5.2. The WVBE has responsibility for defining allowable deductions for purposes
of state attendance reports and statistics. Schools shall not be held accountable for
absences resulting from allowable deductions. These absences shall not be calculated in
the school’s/county’s attendance rate.

5.3. Each county board of education shall:

5.3.1. employ a certified county director of school attendance as required
by W. Va. Code §18-8-3.

5.3.2. support and require the county attendance director to implement and
execute the duties as defined in W. Va. Code §18-8-4:

a. The county attendance director and his’her assistants shall
diligently promote regular school attendance. They shall ascertain reasons for absences
from school of students of compulsory school age and students who remain enrolled
beyond the compulsory school age birthday.

b. In the case of five consecutive or ten total unexcused absences
of a child during a school year, the attendance director or his/her assistant shall serve
written notice to the parent, guardian, or custodian of such child that the attendance of
such child at school is required and that within the time frame as specified in W. Va.
Code §18-8-4(b) of receipt of the notice the parent, guardian, or custodian, accompanied
by the child, shall report in person to the school the child attends for a conference with
the principal or other designated representative of the school in order to discuss and
correct the circumstances causing the unexcused absences of the child.

c. If the parent, guardian, or custodian does not comply, then the
Attendance director or assistant shall make complaint against the parent, guardian, or
custodian before a magistrate of the county.

d. The attendance director shall serve as the liaison for homeless
children and youth as defined in W. Va. Code §18-8-4. As defined in McKinney-Vento
Act, as the liaison for homeless children and youth, the attendance director is required to:

A. ensure that public notice of the educational rights of
students in homeless situations is disseminated where children and youths receive
services.

B. ensure that parents or guardians are informed of
educational and related opportunities available to their children, and are provided with
meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children.
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C. ensure that parents or guardians are informed of, and
assisted in accessing, all transportation services for their children, including to the school
of origin.

D. help unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a
school, after considering the youth’s wishes, and provide the youth with notice of his or
her right to appeal the school district’s decision.

E. immediately assist in obtaining immunizations or
record of immunizations or other medical records for those students who do not have
them, and assure that students are enrolled in school while the records are being obtained.

F. ensure that homeless children and youths are identified
by school personnel and through coordination activities with other entities and agencies.

G. ensure that homeless children and youths enroll in, and
have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in, schools of that local educational agency.

H.ensure that homeless families, children, and youths
Receive educational services for which such families, children, and youths are eligible,
including Head Start and Even Start programs and preschool programs administered by
the local educational agency, and referrals to health care services, dental services, mental
health services, and other appropriate services.

[. ensure that enrollment disputes are mediated as outlined
in Paragraph (3)(E) of the McKinney-Vento Act.

e. The attendance director shall file with the county
superintendent and county board of education, at the close of each month, a report
showing activities of the school attendance office and the status of attendance in the
county at the time due to provisions in W. Va. Code §18-8-4.

5.3.3. support and require the school principal to implement and execute the
duties as defined in W. Va. Code §18-8-5:

a. The principal shall compare school numbers with school
enrollment monthly.

b. The principal shall contact any parent, guardian, or custodian of
the student and hold a meeting with such person and the student when the enrolled
student has accumulated five unexcused absences from attendance.
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c. It shall be the duty of the principal, administrative head, or
other chief administrator of each school, whether public or private, to make prompt
reports to the county attendance director, or proper assistant, of all cases of unexcused
absences arising within the school which require the services of an attendance worker.

5.4. Each parent, guardian, or custodian be responsible for fully cooperating in
and completing the enrollment process by providing: immunization documentation
(W. Va. Code §16-3-4), copy of a certified birth certificate or affidavit (W. Va. Code
§18-2-5¢), signed suspension and expulsion document (W. Va. Code §18-5-15), and any
other documents required by federal, state, and/or local policies or code.

§126-81-6. County Attendance Policy Components.
6.1. Each county’s attendance policy shall address the following components:

6.1.1. Philosophy: A philosophy declaring the board’s intent to increase
attendance by:

a. creating a positive safe environment conducive to learning and
committed to helping students develop responsibility, self-discipline, and other good
work habits.

b. developing a system enlisting parental/guardian support for
daily school attendance by students.

6.1.2. Principles of Operation: County school districts are responsible for:

a. appointing a designated school attendance coordinator
(principal, or designee) who collects classroom attendance data and makes appropriate
referrals to the county attendance director.

b. reporting student attendance information which reflects the
allowable deductions as defined by the WVBE.

c. defining excused and unexcused absences in compliance with
W. Va. Code §18-8-1 and §18-8-2 and attendance in W. Va. 126CSR42, WVBE Policy
2510, Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs
(hereinafter Policy 2510); provided, however, that no county may require more than a
parental excuse for absences resulting from a documented chronic medical condition or a
documented disability as defined in §126-81-4.10.1 and §126-81-4.10.2 of this policy.

d. defining extenuating circumstances for absences which may
7
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require home/hospital instruction.

e. setting reasonable preventive measures and consequences for
student tardiness.

f. submitting each revision of the county attendance policy to the
WVDE for approval.

g. assuring that a student may not be suspended solely for failure
to attend class. Other methods of discipline may include, but are not limited to, detention,
extra class time, or alternative class settings.

h. reporting all school dropouts to the WVDE.

6.1.3. Development of Processes and Procedures: County school districts
are responsible for:

a. developing a process to notify students and their
parents/guardians of the county attendance policy and their responsibility and
accountability for regular school attendance.

b. developing procedures and reasonable timelines requiring
students with excused and unexcused absences to make up school work.

c. requiring a student maintain satisfactory attendance
(satisfactory being defined as no unexcused absences) during one complete semester
following the revocation of his/her driver’s license. (Refer to §126-81-7.)

d. developing an attendance appeal process for students and
parents/guardians.

6.1.4. Maintenance of Records: Accurate attendance records and related
documentation shall be maintained for every student enrolled in public school.

a. An up-to-date daily register/record of attendance for every
student must be maintained.

b. There must be written procedures for 1) notifying
parents/guardians about absences, 2) monitoring absences, and 3) notifying the county
attendance director.

c. Students who are physically absent from school must be
documented as absent. This record may become a legal document.
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6.1.5. Preventive and Corrective Measures: Designed to meet the
developmental needs of students, preventive and corrective measures should include:

a. developing preventive and educational procedures including
incentives, to maintain and improve attendance and reduce tardiness.

b. procedures for notification of parents/guardians of absences
and procedures for securing parent/guardian involvement to improve student attendance.

c. procedures for providing adequate counseling for problems
related to attendance.

d. procedures for interagency involvement.

e. alternative plans and programs that are positive in nature and
encourage improved school attendance.

f. assurances that students with a pattern of excessive
absenteeism are referred to appropriate student assistance teams/programs (Policy 2510
and W. Va. 126CSR13, WVBE Policy 2320, Process for Improving Education:
Performance Based Accreditation System) for appropriate intervention(s), and that these
interventions have been reviewed to determine effectiveness.

§126-81-7. School attendance as condition of licensing for privilege of operation of
motor vehicle.

7.1. Any student at least fifteen, but less than eighteen years of age, who is
properly enrolled in a West Virginia public school, or who is a West Virginia resident
enrolled in an out-of-state school, or who is propetly enrolled in an Exemption A, B, or K
non-public school may request from the attendance director or chief administrator of the
appropriate school system documentation of enrollment/attendance status. This
documentation must be provided on a form approved by the WVDE for presentation to
the West Virginia Division of Motor Vehicles (hereinafter WVDMV) when making
application for, or reinstatement of, an instruction permit or license to operate a motor
vehicle.

7.2. In accordance with the provisions of W. Va. Code §17B-2-3 and §17B-2-5,
the WVDVM shall deny a license or instruction permit for the operation of a motor
vehicle to any person under the age of eighteen who does not at the time of application
present a diploma or other certificate of graduation issued to the person from a secondary
high school of this state or any other state, or documentation that the person: (1) is
enrolled and making satisfactory progress in a course leading to a GED from a state

9




126CSR81

approved institution or organization, or has obtained such certificate; (2) is enrolled in a
secondary school of this state; (3) is a West Virginia resident enrolled in an out-of-state
school; (4) is excused from such requirement due to circumstances beyond his or her
control; or (5) is enrolled in an institution of higher education as a full-time student in this
state or any other state.

7.3. No later than five days after following appropriate due process from the date
of withdrawal, the attendance director or chief administrator of the school system shall
notify the WVDMYV of the withdrawal from school of any student fifteen years of age, but
less than eighteen years of age, except as provided in W. Va. Code §18-8-11(d).

7.4. For the purposes of this section and pursuant to W. Va. Code §18-8-11,
withdrawal is defined as more than ten consecutive, or fifteen days total, unexcused
absences during a school year. Suspension or expulsion from school or imprisonment in a
jail or a West Virginia correctional facility is not a circumstance beyond the control of the
person. If suspended, the WVDMV may not reinstate a license before the end of the
semester following that in which the withdrawal occurred.

7.5. If a student’s withdrawal from school is beyond the control of the student and
such student is applying for a license, the attendance director or chief administrator of the
school system shall provide the student with documentation to present to the WVDMYV to
excuse the student from the provisions of W. Va. Code §18-8-11(d). The school district
superintendent (or the appropriate school official of any private secondary school), with
the assistance of the county attendance director or any other staff or school personnel,
shall be the sole judge of whether such withdrawal is due to circumstances beyond the
control of such person.

§126-81-8. Severability.

8.1. If any provision of this rule or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
applications of this rule.




FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title:  Attendance — Policy 4110
Type of Rule: (1 Legislative [0 Interpretive [0 Procedural

Agency: WYV Department of Education/Office of Institutional Education Programs
Address: 1900 Kanawha Boulevard. Building 6 Room 728
Charleston, WV 25305

Phone Number: 304-558-8833 Email: fwarsing@access.k12.wv.us

Fiscal Note Summary

Summarize in a clear and concise manner what impact this measure
will have on costs and revenues of state government.

No state costs or revenues will be impacted by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 126CSR81,
Policy 4110: Attendance.

Fiscal Note Detail
Show over-all effect in Item 1 and 2 and, in Item 3, give an explanation of
Breakdown by fiscal year, including long-range effect.

FISCAL YEAR
Effect of Proposal Current Next Fiscal Year
Increase/Decrease Increase/Decrease (Upon Full Implementation)
(useﬁ’_G‘) (useﬂi_éb)

1. Estimated Total Cost 0 0 0
Personal Services 0 0 0
Current Expenses 0 0 0

Repairs & Alterations 0 0 0

Assets 0 0 0

Other 0 0 0

2. Estimated Total 0 0 0
Revenues

Rule Title:  W. Va. 126CSR81. Policy 4110: Attendance




Rule Title: W. Va. 126CSR81. Policy 4110: Attendance

3. Explanation of above estimates (including long-range effect);
Please include any increase or decrease in fees in your estimated total revenues.

No state costs or revenue will be impacted by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 126CSR81, Policy
4110: Attendance.

MEMORANDUM

Please identify any arcas of vagueness, technical defects, reasons the proposed rule
would not have a fiscal impact, and/or any special issues not captured elsewhere on this form.

The purpose of this amendment is to further amend the definition of “awaiting foster care
placement” under Section 4.5 of Policy 4110. The revised definition will ensure that children in
interim social service placements have protections under the McKinney-Vento Act as administered
through Policy 4110. The revised definition will also remove language that may suggest that children

in a residential treatment center who receive their education in an on-grounds school are under the
McKinney-Vento Act.

Signature of Agency H€adf' or Authorized Representative Date

f:MD?




1eyy Aoijod Ajuo ay) (‘sbuneaw souepusje |0oyds sy}
pusye %01 uey ss9)) syuaied moj Aiop ‘Juswaaciduwl
Jo poliad e uaAIb ale Asy) usyj pue [00yos JO sAep
0/-05 pessiw Apealje aaey Aew Asy} sjesisibew ay)
10 Juoy ur dn Buiob yi juiod sy} 0} 306 sjuspnys/siualed
ayj usypn “Aisnouss Aoljod Jualino sy} axe)

Jou op sjuapnjs/sjualed ayj pue jooyos YbiH Jueses|d
‘Id J0 10J0alIp aouUBpUS)E SU) SE JeaA auo Juads

Je pajoalip JouU SjUsSWWOo) | "yiea} ybnous aaey jou saop Aojjod aouepuaye ay|

sabueyo pesodoid

uonesnp3 Jo pieoq
N sjusuodwon | Aunon uosely — bupy elen
£d1j0d souepusyy Ayunod - 9-1.8-9ZL§

60/G¢/9

‘sjualed

BUI LM MJOM ||IM [O0YOS PUB 1.0 JO UOHBUSWNo0op
enbalj aiow apiroid ueo siojoog abueyo

0} uoisioap poob e s siy} yuiyy jou op | ‘ajejd abie

B S| ey} [oAs] AlejusWisle ay) Je pue |1y |ie (plom

[eas ey} u1) ayeid s)i uodn sexe} Apealje | vS oyl
‘Wes} | YS 9y} Uo UoEN)IS Sy} MaIAaI 0} usping ay)
ind os|e Allai[eABd NOA 910U $,J0J00p B JO) sllel) s}
{Buoj 00y) sjendoidde ue jou si Ajjenuuy “saoussge
ajgeus Jo aucpuod Jayya oym sjuaied s| swajgold
-asuodsal 80UBpUSJIE S,]00YDS 0} S3|0B)SqO }sajealb ay) Jo auQ [edioutig

ou salnbai pue sebueyo pesodoud Jeaib s| suelpenbysjuaied Aq esnqe Joj [epualod ayL ~ Aiejuswajg spue]
Jnoge uojuido ue sem siy | N L-01-¥ suoniuyeq — #-18-92L§ | uojbulysep) — soulH [SeyoiN 60/22/9

Jfeuoney] adA, SHUSWUWO)) uoneziuedI()/[enpIarpuy eq
fuonoy

[ennaN o padasoy 1y

aamsod + p21desoy 10N YN

sane3oN - asuodssy oN N
SAAT uondy

600Z ‘ST fnr — g1 sunr
o1 ymomwmo)

aduepuMY I Llog




Juawealby Ul JusWwwoD

Juswaalby ul Juswwo)

‘Juswsalbe ul Juawwon

"goualo
-U09 auoyds|e} asn p|nod ‘jooyos
Je Jo9W 0} 8ABY JOU Op sjualed

Juswaalbe Ul Juswwo

Juswsaibe uj Juswwon

+VN

+VN

+VN

“VN

+N

+N

*SUOIIPUOD DIUCIYD JO 8SED aU) U]
ajou |ejuaied e Joj smojje Jey} abueys siy} yum ssibe |
Aatjod aduepuspy Auno) - 9-1.8-92Z1L§

"SIy} Ypm 2aibe |

pegg's Aqisuodsay - 6-18-9Z1§

"8JoUu $,40J00p [BNUUE SIY} Ylim salbe |

Z-01-¥ suoniuyaq — 118-9218

‘pesjsul Ajjlenuuelq

Jo A[enuue pajepdn aq pjnoys Asyl -UOIIPUOD
JlUOIY3 B Y)IM PlIUo & Jo a1ed Bupje) ale Asuy JI jooyos
a8y} yum jeswl 0} sjuaied ay} 10} usyo 00} aq Aewl

s1y} yuiyy | Aepenb jo uonippe sy} ym saibe jou op |
1-01-F suoniuyad — -18-921§

'0)9 8, 1V¥S ‘S.d3| UC pepn[oul ale asay} jey} poob
SI)| "SI Se Pal[RUAMIBAO 2Je SUOIIPUCD JIUOIYD U)Mm
uaIp|Iyo Jo sjualed ssneosaq UoRIPPE SIy) Yim aalbe |
01~y suoniuyaq — +-18-921L8

"8Jed awoy Jo Jho U0

swaoe|d Jajso) Bunieme jo uolppe sy} yim aaibe |

G-01-y suopluyaq — ¥-18-9218

[00U2S S[PPIN pueld
Uaqoy — Jayeuels Ajoag

60/9/L

"passIW a1} 8y} Jo} swi} Jess
Buippe JopIsuoo ases|d “Bupjiom jou s ) Apuaino
asneoaq Aoljod SIy3 quiyjal 0} paau SpA ‘Aoljod
aouepua)e Jno 80I0jus Jouued am pue (uoneiabbexs
Ue JoU SI SIY) pue saouasqe Jo sAep Jiay) pue

Z1-6 sepelb dn ppe noA usym |OOUDS JO Jeah ajoym

e Buissiw sawawos) [ooyos ybiy ayenpelb syuspnis
18y} Jiejun os s ] ‘A|lenuRuod SSIW OYM SJUSpNIs

By} Jo} s} Jeas 20iojua 0} st }sed 8y} Ul payiom sey




‘sefjijiges|p [eo]pall 8J8A8S LA
sjuapn]s Jo sjusied 0} 2AROLISOY
alow alam sabueyo pasodold

0] pajejal sjuswiale)s asoyl
"sabueyo pasodoid 0} pajeloy
10U SBM JUBWWo9 Jo Ajuoley

-WN

"OS|B S9IUN0D U2amiaq AleA sunod

ajes)sibely J0uU Op SBIUNOD JBYJ0 |jium ‘Aoueny
$SaJppEe [[Im 12y} 1nod ajiuaAn( Buois e aAey seijuNoo
awog "Ajunoo Aq AleA sunoD °sanssi aouepusye
2y} JO || 1081100 0} SUNOD U0 puadap Jouued

9\ "SAIOBYe alow S| Jey) Aoljod souepusyy ue pssu
oM SE ‘UOIJelapISUC? O)Ul UDXE] aq [lIM SIY} Jey adoy |

‘welboud |eioads Jayjo Jo punogsuloy

e u paoed si Juapnjs ayj uayy pue sueoisAyd

om Aq pauBis aq pinoys 3 uspuM sI ,Ajljiqesip
2I9ASS, B 10} 9SNOX3 B UBYAA ‘)l Isanbal sjualed
B} UsyMm Juspn]s Sy} JOJ SOSNOXD JaNUB|( SJLIM

lIim awog ‘ssauisng ui Aejs 0} Juaned ayj ‘sualo Jivy}
Ajsnes o} aaey Asy; a|doad ssauisng ale sueloisiyd
"SSE[O 9U)) JOJ JIPaID aU} Uled Jou

pinoys 9[ii Uo AlIIGeSIP [EDIPOW JOASS JO JUSWSIR)S
B 9ABY JOU 0p U0 2w} ayj dn aeul Jou op pue

(51 10 01) sAep Jo Jequinu }jes B SSIW Oym SJUapnIs

’pJODAI S, JUSPNIS SY} WO} POACWISI 8¢ pINoDd 9ouUasqe
ayj ‘awny ey} dn Bupjew Jayy -awly sy} dn sxyew

0} @ABY pjnom Aauy} Jo (pasnoxaun pue pasnoxa) sAep
0} UBU} SJ0W SSIW JOU P09 sjuapnlg :suonsabbng
‘soouasqe Alessaosuun

0} Jualie)ep Jealb e si awn dn aye “Jepaq

SeM aouepuaye Jiay} ‘awrn dn axew Joj ,owi sy, dn
BAIb 0} JUBM JOU Op SJUSPN)S 9SNEI3Y "YI0M Pass|W
dn exew 0} swi} pue Jayoea} sy} Yim sl jeuonippe
juapnys a3 aAIB pip ¥ Ing ‘@ouasqge au) Aeme aye) jou
pip awin dn a)ew siyl “Aepinjeg uo Jo [0oyds Joye
‘UOGCU e ‘[00UDS 910joq suop Sem SIy| S} SSe|o ay}
dn axew o] palsinbal sem Juapnis ay} (pasnoxaun pue
pasnoxa) ‘Juasqe sAep Auell Os Jayy Wslosjuasge
0} Jualliojep e sem siU) pue (obe sieaA g Jnoge) ‘Aoijod
Loun dn ayeuw, e pey AJUno) uosel sl suo 1y

£d110d @ouepUSYY AHUNOD - 9-1.8-9Z1§

sjooyosg Ajunon
uosejy — sebuiden yiny

60/L/L




"sabueyn

pasodoud jo Joddns ul Juswiwon

+N

"S$OIUNOD 88U} JO SSaU[eIN au}

J0 @sneoaq AJ10 8y} Ul pjnom Ay} Uey) Swll} I10W aye}
Aew syISIA SWOY Jey} pue Jayjo yoes Wwoly Aeme aljowl
10 J|ey aUo pue Inoy Ue se yonw se aq Aew sjooyos
Jey} Japisuod o) peau Asy] ‘saull AUnod usamiaq
2JOW JO sajill AIXIS JO SEOUB)SIP SABY SOIUNCD

[BJnJ [EJSASS JBy} UOIBISPISUOD OJu] 9.} 0} pasu
siojejsiBa| pue Juswijjoius jo sss|pebal ‘Jojoallp
souepusye swy [|ny B 8ABY pjnoys Aunoo Aueas

1Ry} MUyl op | ‘JoASMOH "sebueyo asay) yyim saibe |

Kolj0d @duepusyy Auno9 - 9-18-92Z1L§

sjooyos Ajunon
SEJUOYED0d — Joliog uesng

60/vLIL

-fojod ayy ul sabueyn
pesodoud ul passalppe sem siy L

‘fonjod ey} ut sebueyn
pasodoud ui passalppe sem siy L

- VN

—VN

“(sen)Adesay uondiuosaid Jojpue bulesunos bugou
‘ueroisAyd Buipuape sjuapnis oy woJj ssaiboud

1o Hodai Auapenb e uodn jusbuiuoo si | ssajun SISeq
Ausuenb e uo spew a8 Jouued wWes) 06 JO 43| ‘1VS
B JO Uoepuawiiooa) ayl Ajjigesip pajuswnoop e
Uaim Juspnjs e 4oy} uejd jusuleal} sAisuayaIduwos e Jo
ued auo Ajuo si sesussge Jejnbal 1o gidninw Buisnoxg

2-01-y suoniuyaq — ¥-18-9218

‘(san)Adesey) uondiuosaid

Jo/pue Buiesunod Bunou ‘uerdisAyd Buipusye

s Juspnis 8y} wod} ssaiboid jo uodal Aeenb e uodn
sbunuoo si )l ssajun siseq AJauenb e uo spew aq
JOUUBD Wes) 06 10 43| ‘LVYS B O Uojepusawwossl
Yl UORIPUOD [EJIPALU DIUOIYD PAJUSWNIOP B

Ujim Juapn;s e 1o} ueld juswieal) aaisuayaldlos e Jo
Jed auo Ajuo si saoussge Jejnbai Jo ajdynw Buisnoxy

1-01-p suoniuyaq — ¥-18-92Z1L8

sjooyog Qjunon
ydjopuey — jooipnoid UuAT

60/0L/L




Rhonda Mahan

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2009 3:47 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; rmahan@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 4110 (2009-06-18 15:46:33)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=4b83bd859fe@eabl76fcfe@b46bebeesa

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 4110
g e T s s
Name: Michael Hince

Organization: Washington Lands Elementary
Email: mhince@access.kl2.wv.us

Title: Principal

Addressl: RD 4 Box 255

Address2:

City/State/zZip: Moundsville, WV 26041
Role: Principal

Posted: 2009-06-18 15:46:33

Posted from IP: 24.3.163.184

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 5

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10 1

The potential for abuse by parents/guardians is great. One of the greatest obstacles to
school's attendance problems is parents who either condone or enable absences. Annually is
not an appropriate (too long)time frame for a doctor's note. You cavalierly also put the
burden to review the situation on the SAT team. The SAT already takes upon its plate (in the
real world) all RTI and at the elementary level that is a large plate. I do not think this is
a good decision to change. Doctors can provide more frequent documentation of care and
schools will work with the parents.

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10 2

Comments for section 126-81-5 Responsibility 5 3 3 d




Rhonda Mahan

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2009 2:31 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; rmahan@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 4110 (2009-06-25 14:30:40)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=4b83bd859fe@ea6176fcfe@b46ebeeSa

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 4110
HHHAHHRHH AR R AR AR AR R R
Name: carla king

Organization: mason county board of educ.
Email: cking@access.k12.wv.us

Title: school counselor

Addressl: 281 scenic drive

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Point Pleasant , WV 25550
Role: Professional Support

Posted: 2009-06-25 14:30:40

Posted from IP: 70.100.78.188

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 5

The attendance policy does not have enough teeth. I spent one year as the attendance
director of Point Pleasant High School and the parents/students do not take the current
policy seriously. When the parents/students get to the point of going in front of the
magistrate they may have already missed 50-7@ days of school and then they are given a period
of improvement. Very few parents (less than 18% attend the school attendance meetings). The
only policy that has worked in the past is to enforce seat time for the students who miss
continually. It is so unfair that students graduate high school (sometimes missing a whole

1




year of school when you add up grédes 9-12 and their days of absences and this is not an
exaggeration) and we can not enforce our attendance policy. We need to rethink this policy
because currently it is not working. Please consider adding seat time for the time missed.




Rhonda Mahan

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Monday, July 06, 2009 9:51 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; rmahan@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 4110 (2009-07-06 21:50:46)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=4b83bd859feReab176fcfe@bdb6ebee5a

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 4110

HHEHHHHH AR R AR AR EHEERR R
Name: Becky Stalnaker

Organization: Robert Bland Middle School and Sch Law for Support Personnel - LS-693-431
Marshall

Email: rstalnak@access.k12.wv.us

Title: teacher

Addressl: 57 Ridge Lane

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Horner, WV 26372

Role: Teacher

Posted: 2009-07-86 21:50:46

Posted from IP: 64.181.19.4

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 5

I agree with the addition of awaiting foster placement or out-of-home care.

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10

I agree with this addition because parents of children with chronic condtions are overwhelmed
as it is. It is good that these are included on IEPs, SATs, etc...

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10 1

I do not agree with the addition of quarterly, I think this may be too often for the parents
to meet with the school if they are taking care of a child with a chronic condition. They
should be updated annually or biannually instead.

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10 2

I agree with this annual doctor's note.

Comments for section 126-81-5 Responsibility 5 3 3 d

I agree with this.

Comments for section 126-81-6 County Attendance Policy Components 6 1 2 ¢

I agree with this change that allows for a parental note in the case of chronic conditions.,




Rhonda Mahan

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Tuesday, July 07, 2009 5:23 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state. wv.us; rmahan@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 4110 (2009-07-07 17:22:48)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=4b83bd859feBea6176fcfedbl6ebee5a

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 4110
e T T s o
Name: Ruth Caplinger

Organization: Mason County Schools

Email: rcapling@access.kl2.wv.us

Title: Director

Addressi: MCCC

Address2: 281 Scenic Drive
City/State/Zip: Point Pleasant , WV 25550
Role: School System Staff

Posted: 2009-07-07 17:22:48

Posted from IP: 168.216.37.229

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 5

At one time Mason County had a "make up time" policy, (about 5 years ago) and this was a
deterrent to absenteeism. After so many days absent, (excused and unexcused) the student was
required to make up the class time. This was done before school, at noon, after school or on
Saturday. This make up time did not take away the absence, but it did give the student
additional time with the teacher and time to make up missed work. Because students do not
want to give up "their time" for make up time, their attendance was better. Make up time is
a great deterrent to unnecessary absences.

1




Suggestions: Students could not miss more than 10 days (excused and unexcused) or they would
have to make up the time. After making up the time, the absence could be removed from the
student’s record.

Students who miss a set number of days (1@ or 15) and do not make up the time or do not have
a statement of severe medical disability on file should not earn the credit for the class.
Physicians are business people they have to satisfy their clients, the patient to stay in
business. Some will write blanket excuses for the student when the parents request it. When
a excuse for a "severe disability" is written it should be signed by two physicians and then
the student is placed in a homebound or other special program.

I hope that this will be taken into consideration, as we need an Attendance policy that is
more effective. We cannot depend on courts to correct all of the attendance issues. Courts
vary by county. Some counties have a strong juvenile court that will address truancy, while
other counties do not. Magistrate courts vary between counties also.




Rhonda Mahan

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Friday, July 10, 2009 11:58 AM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; rmahan@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 4110 (2009-07-10 11:57:44)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.htm1?id=4b83bd859fePeab176fcfe@bsb6ebeesa

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 4110
g g L g T s D g T
Name: Lynn Proudfoot

Organization: Randolph County Schools
Email: lproudfo@access.kl2.wv.us
Title: Attendance Director

Addressl: 48 Eleventh Street
Address2:

City/State/Zip: Elkins, WV 26241
Role: School System Staff

Posted: 2009-07-10 11:57:44

Posted from IP: 168.216.255.146

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 5

Excusing multiple or regular absences is only one part of a comprehensive treatment plan for
a student with a documented chronic medical condition. The recommendation of a SAT, IEP or
504 team cannot be made on a quarterly basis unless it is contingent upon a quarterly report
of progress from the student’s attending physician, noting counseling and/or prescription
therapy(ies).

Comments for section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10 2

Excusing multiple or regular absences is only one part of a comprehensive treatment plan for
a student with a documented disability. The recommendation of a SAT, IEP or 504 team cannot
be made on a quarterly basis unless it is contingent upon a quarterly report of progress from
the student’s attending physician, noting counseling and/or prescription therapy(ies).

Comments for section 126-81-5 Responsibility 5 3 3 d




Rhonda Mahan

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2009 1:09 AM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; rmahan@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 4110 (2009-07-14 01:08:41)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html1?id=4b83bd859fe@eab176fcfedbd6ebeeba

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 4110
HHFHEHHRRARRHRARRREHHA R HHR AR AR R AR R
Name: Susan Borror

Organization:

Pocahontas Counth Schools

Email: susanborror@yahoo.com

Title: Attendance Director / Homeless Liaison
Addressl: Pocahontas County High School

Address2: Rt.

1, Box 33A

City/State/zip: Dunmore, WV 24934
Role: Professional Support

Posted: 20809-

07-14 01:08:41

Posted from IP: 70.108.194.242

Comments for

I agree with

Comments for

I agree with

Comments for

I agree with

Comments for

I agree with

Comments for

I agree with

Comments for

I agree with

section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 5

this change for better clarification.

section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10

this change for better clarification.

section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10 1

this change for better clarification.

section 126-81-4 Definitions 4 10 2

this change for better clarification.

section 126-81-5 Responsibility 5 3 3 d

these changes.However, I do think that every county should have a full time

attendance director,regardless of enrollment, and legislators need to take into consideration

that several

rural counties have distances of sixty miles or more between county lines. They

need to consider that schools may be as much as an hour and one half or more away from each
other and that home visits may take more time than they would in the city because of the
these counties.

ruralness of




