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NOTICE OF AGENCY ADOPTION OF A PROCEDURAL OR INTERPRETIVE RULE
OR A LEGISLATIVE RULE EXEMPT FROM LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

AGENCY: West Virginia Board of Education TITLE NUMBER: 126

CITE AUTHORITY: W.Va. Constitution, Article X1, §2. W.Va. Code §18-2-5 and §18-2-15

RULE TYPE: PROCEDURAL INTERPRETIVE

- EXEMPT LEGISLATIVE RULE X
CITE STATUTE(s) GRANTING EXEMPTION FROM LEGISLATIVE REVIEW
W.Va. Code §§29A-3B-1, et seq.; W.Va. Board of Education
v. Hechler. 180 W.Va. 451; 376 S.E.2d 839 (1988).

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES XX NO ___

IF YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED: 73 '

TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: _Year-Round Education Programs (3234

IF NO, SERIES NUMBER OF NEW RULE BEING PROPOSED:

TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:

THE ABOVE RULE IS HEREBY ADOPTED AND FiLED WITH THW{ETA?OP/STATE. THE
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS RULE IS April 12, 2001

M J. Luff, Jr.
AssociatéSfate Superintendent of Schools
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WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
SERIES 73
YEAR-ROUND EDUCATION PROGRAMS (3234)

§126-73-1. General.
1.1. Scope. This policy provides the opportunity for school(s) or school districts to

receive approval to establish, operate and maintain year-round education programs in
West Virginia.

1.2. Authority, West Virginia Constitution, Article XII, §2; West Virginia Code §§ 18-
2-5 and 18-5-15

1.3. Filing Date. 3/13/01
1.4. Effective Date. 4/12/01

1.5. Replaced Policy. This is a revision of the policy that became
effective 6/14/92.

§126-73-2. Purpose.
2.1. The purpose of this policy is to provide more flexibility to local school districts
to create programs and formats that will best meet the educational needs of students by

providing the opportunity for schools and school districts to conduct year-round education.

§126-73-3. Application.

3.1. In order to operate a year-round school, a county board of education must
submit a proposal to the West Virginia Board of Educaticn requesting permission to
establish, operate and maintain a year-round education program to be conducted in a
school(s) or county school district.
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3.2. A county board of education requesting permission to establish, operate and
maintain a year-round education program in a school(s) or school district shall submit a
school calendar designating the instructional days, employment term and the year-round
education format.

3.3. Approval may be granted for a period of no more than three years and may be
renewed.

3.4. This policy does not require the establishment of year-round education,
therefore, proposals will be submitted and reviewed on a schoal by school or county school
district by county school district basis.

§126-73-4. Proposals.

4.1. A proposal to establish, operate and maintain a year-round education program
must be approved by the county superintendent and the county board of education prior to
being submitted to the West Virginia Board of Education.

4.2. Proposals must include a rationale for the establishment of the year-round
education program and iflustrate how student learning wili be enhanced in a year-round
education program. The rationale and enhanced learning must be supported by research
and documentation.

4.3. Personnel, professional and service, employed at the school or schools which
will have year-round education programs must be allowed to consider employment at the
school or schools.

4.4. Schools operating on a year-round education schedule will be designated
schools for all children within the school attendance area and will be available to students
outside the attendance area according to county policy.

4.5. Parents within the year-round education school attendance area may have the
option of transferring their child or children to another school as per county policy.

4.6. In addition to a school calendar, counties will submit additional fiscal and other
data as required by the State Superintendent of Schools.

4.7. Proposals being presented to the West Virginia Board of Education by a school
or school district must be submitted prior to January 1 of the first year for which approval to
operate a year-round education calendar is sought. Proposals for renewal must be
submitted prior to January 1 of the last school year for which approval was received.
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POLICY 3234

YEAR-ROUND EDUCATION PROGRAM
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

COMMENT PERIOD ENDS: FEBRUARY 16, 2001 ADOPTED: March 13, 2001

Policy 3234 provides for the operation of year-round schools. The policy was first effective
in June 1992.

The revisions proposed allow the State Board to approve the operation of a year-round
school for a period of up to three years. The policy currently provides for approval for a
period of only one year.




RESPONSE FORM

Policy 3234: Year-Round Education Programs

Directions: Please use this form to comment on proposed Policy 3234: Year-Round
Education Programs.

Individual/Organization:

Address:

Comments on Policy 3234: Year-Round Education Programs

§126-10-2. Purpose.

§126-10-3. Application.

§126-10-4. Proposals.

RETURN BY FEBRUARY 16, 2001 TO:

William J. Luff, Jr.
Associate State Superintendent
West Virginia Department of Education
Capitol Complex, Building 6, Room 360
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330
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WEST VIRGINIA | Do ot Magdn s Box

SECRETARY OF STATE
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION rice o5 wic HiRLS
Form #2 SECRETARY 0F STATE
NOTICE OF A COMMENT PERIOD ON A PROPOSED RULE
AGENCY: West Virginia Board of Education TITLE NUMBER: 126
RULE TYPE: _ Legisiative - CITE AUTHORITY: _W. Va. Constitution, Article XII, §2. W.Va,

Code §18-2-5 and §18-5-15

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES _X NO

[F YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED: 73

TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: __Year-Round Education Programs (3234)

IF NO, SERIES NUMBER OF NEW RULE BEING PROPOSED: 7 5

TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED: _ Y& KB AR -Rouad Eprc ATI1O0 /ﬁg cGRAMS
(32.34)

..........................................................................

IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING. A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH
ANY INTERESTED PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS

COMMENT PERIOD WILL END ON _Februarv 16, 2001 AT_ 445pm. . ONLY
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NOTICE OF A COMMENT PERIOD ON A PROPOSED RULE

AGENCY: West Virginia Board of Education TITLE NUMBER: 126
RULE TYPE: _ Legislative : CITE AUTHORITY: _W, Va. Constitution, Article X1I, §2. W.Va,

Code §18-2-5 and §18-5-13

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES X NO

[F YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED: 13

TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: _Year-Round Education Programs (3234)
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TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:
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"IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING. A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH
ANY INTERESTED PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS
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Policy 3234 Comments - Jane Bittle

General:

I very strongly disagree with operating year-round school. I think it would be detrimental not
beneficial to students, parents and school personnel. My children are in elementary school but
we keep them pretty focused on their at-school education throughout the current year. They are
children, they need the extended play and rest time that the long, summer break gives them. Yes,
come June, we relax a little. We as parents need that too. That is not to say we stop learning.
We vacation. We go to the library. We visit museums. We stay up late and catch lightening
bugs. We play in the creek. These are all learning activities. Why would anybody want to stifle
such experiences with mandatory year-round school?!

Purpose:

1 believe some local school districts need less flexibility. If they are not managed well, there is
abuse of power. The wants and needs of the parents and personnel should dictate whether
something like year-round schooling is adopted. Some local school boards make decisions with
little consideration of the community needs.

Application:

Give schools the option to continue their current September-June calendar even if their district
(county) wants to adopt the year-round schedule.

When school boards are saying they have no money and need more money now, what will they
do when the schools need upgraded air conditioning systems. When those systems have to run
much longer than they currently do, won't the utility costs escalate substantially?

Proposals:

While I thank you for including the option to transfer students, I hope you do not accept this
policy. 1do not want my children to attend year-round school. They are learning and growing
extremely well on their current schedule. 1 will exercise every option to allow them that
freedom.

Thank you.
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Purpose

I do not fee that the purpose of better meeting educational requirements
will be achieved with changing the school calendar. With more breaks in the year
there will be more days wasted by adjusting back into the school routine. More
days and time wasted by students forgetting their locker combinations, passing out
books, students not ready to work and wanting to comparer their breaks, and other
factors. It is easy to see how the first week and the last week of school is not
productive but rather settling in or finishing up and watching movies for the
remainder of the week. The plan to put three of these transitional periods into the
schedule will not improve the students time-on-task days of the school year.
Another factor to consider is that one of the goals of school is help students to
become responsible and productive citizens. For high school juniors and seniors,
while this is not affiliated with school, they receive the opportunity to have
summer jobs which give them a sample of the working world. These summer job
positons do not interfere with school. With a year-round program many students
would still have summer jobs but after school and on weekends, and this situation
definitely interferes with school, homework, and overall learning. '
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