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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Tobacco Control Policy

Purpose: = I - - ; ' _— _ R -
The purpose of this policy is to protect the health of students ard school
perscnnel by prchibiting the use of tobacco producis on schoeol property.

Background:

West Virginia Code 16-9a-1 through 16-%aA-4 prohibits the possession or use
of any tobacco preducts by children under the age of 18. In additiem., it
prohibits the use of tobacco products In any portion of scheol buildings that
are used Efor instructicmal purposes. The law does allow for the use cof
tobacecon producks. In faculty lounges or o©offlces not used Ffor instructional
purposes. — = - . _

Since the passage of WV Code 16-%a-1 — 16-92-4, many schocl personnal have
callad the state department of educatlion to request a more restrictive tobacco
policy. These individuals are exposed to second hand tobacco smeoke in lounges
and offices. In addition, students complain about smeoke in hallways and

cffices. ” R o
The health hezards of tobacco use are well documented.

L Cigarette smoking 1s the number ons preventable cause of death in
this country.

L Two—thirds of all smokers begln before the age of 18. Eighty-Ffive
percent o©f smokers would like te gquit.

- Smokeless tobacco use is now linked to oral cancer and other mouth
diseases. Second hand smeoke can trigger asthma attacks and causes
lungs to be more sensitive for days.

L4 Chiidren exposed - to second hand sroke have significantly higher
incidences o©f upper resplratory Infecticns than children in smoks
free environments.

- . Schecol éersonnel are seen as role models by school children.

- Policies that emphasize the lmportance of gocd health practices send
a positlve message to students. -

For the above stated reasons, a strong no tobacco use policy needs to be
established by the S:tate Board.
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WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE RULE
: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CHADTER 18
Policy 2422.5a pene

Series 65 . AT s

Title: Tobacco:Control

Section 1. GENZRAL

1.1 Scope. This policy sets the reguirement for schocls in West
virginia to be tobacco Eree.

1.2 authority. West Virglnia Code 1€6-9a-1 through 16-5a-4.
1.3 Filing Date. January 9, 1992

1.4 EEfective Daie., January 1, 1952.

1.5 Reprlaces Policy. ¥Wone.

Section 2. PURPOSE

The purpose of these regulations is to prohiblt the use of tobacco
products in school buildings and on school grounds in order to improve the
health of West Virginia students and scheol personnel by preventing them
from being exposed to second hand smoke and by preohlbiting the use of
tobacco praducts that have a direct linkage to numezous health problems.
In addirion, ecducators should provide a positlve role model for students
by refraining Erom the use of tobacce preducts which have been proven to
be hazardous to one's health.

Section 3. APPLICATION

3.1 ~ This policy shall apoly to any bullding or other property including
autcrobliles or other vehicles owned or operated by a county beoard of
education, Regicnal Education Service RAgency or the State Board of
Education. This policy shall apply to any private bullding, eor
other property including automoblles or other vehicles used for
school actlvitles when students are present.

3.2 No tobacco product shell be used et any time by any person in any
aresa defiined 1In Section 3.1 of this policy.

3.3 Schocl personnel supervising students off the school grounds  are
prohibited from using any tobacco products while in the pressnce of
students or any time while engaged in any activities directly
involving students.
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Section 4. ENFORCEMENT

School perscnnael whe violate this policy will be subject bto penaliies
based ¢n county persconnel pelicies.

Students who vielate WY Code 16-9a-1-4., eand/or this policy., will be
subject todisciplinary procedures outlined by Policy 4373, Student Cgds
of Conduct, as well as possible referral to law enforcement authorities
for appropriate actiom. C T ’ o

Section 5. CCUNTY IMPLEMENTATICH

County boards of educaticn shall have in place a Tobacco Conirol Policy by
January 1, 19%2. County policles shall contain, at a2 minimum, the
restrictions in this policy. County policies may impese additional
restricticns Iin this area.

DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED: The West. Virginla Department of Education dJdoes
not discriminate on the basils of sex, race, color, religion, handicapping
condition, age and national origin in employment and in the administration of
any of 1ts edugation programs and activities. ZInguiries may be dirscted to
the eliminatlon o©f Sex Piscriminaticn Program Cocordinator, 348-7864; to the
Section 504 cCoordinator, 348-2635, WV Department of Education, Charleston,
West Virginia, 25303; or to the U. S. Department of Education's Direcktor of
the Cffice Eor Clvil Rights, 215-598-67935.
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WEST VIRGINIA STATE BORRD CF EDUCATION POLICY
POLICY 2422.32

Title: Tobacco Control Policy

Policy 2422.52 — R

The West Virginla Board of Education is concerned about the health of the
students in our schools and the staff working with these students. The
purpose of this policy 1s to assist in the protection of the healzh of
students and staff of west Virginia public schools by preventing them Erom
being exposad to second hand swmoke and by prohibiting the use of tobacco
products that have a direct linkage to numerous healkth problems. The
policy will also reduce the negative rele models students see and
freguently imitate.

The West Virginia Board of Educatlon has therefore established regulations
to improve the health of students and sta2ff in our publlc scheols. Thess
requlations_apply te any bullding or other property owned or cperated by a
county beoard of educatlon, RESA or State Board of Education, the
surrounding grounds of the agencies, and the personnel and students of
those agencies. - .
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— - IMPACT STATEMENTS

Instructional o S
The health education progran of study includes learning objeciives relared
to the hazards of Gtobacso use. In addition, the federally Efunded Drug
Free Schools and Communities Act clearly lncludes the requirement to teach
abou:r the harmful effscts of tobacco. Shudents will recognize the
mportance of these lessons when thelr schools beccme tobacco free.

Leadership

—i . - -

The West Virginia Task Force on School Health recommended that all public
schocls beccre tobacco Eree. Modeling of health behaviors by adulis is
rirical in helping students to undarstand the importance of their cwn
behavicrs. Since West Virginia 1s setting a national precedent related to
comprehensive school health programs, this policy will be viewed as an
example of the commltment toward betier health.

according .to. statistics from William Welss of Seattle University, it
. costs an emplover $4,6l1 more annually to empley a smoker than 2
non-smoker. Cost savings could be substantial in reduced absentesism,
insurance rates and cleaning costis.

Staff Develgpment _

Assistance wizh smoking cessation programs is available in the state from
the american_ Lung Association of West WVirginia, the 2american Cancer
Society and the Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center. Funds frem the Drug
Free Schools and Communities Act have already been used Lo support tobacco
education for ©oaches and other county personnel.

Administration . T S L o o R
County administrators will be respomsible for enforcing this polley with
students and s:taff. Drug Free Schools geordinators, scheol nurses, hz2alth
teachers and counselors can offer assistance related to tobecco education
and cessatlion programs.

The Public Emplovees Insurance Agency 1s exploring the possibility of.

raeimbursing the cost of smoking cessatlon programs for employees who have
remalned tobacco free Eor at least six months.
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126CSR66

WEST VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY
POLICY 2422.5A

TOBACCO CONTROL POLICY

The West Virginia Board of Education is concerned about the health of the students in our schoels
and the staff working with these students. The purpose of this policy is to assist in the protection of the
health of students and staff of West Virginia public schools by preventing them from being exposed to
gsecond hand smoke and by prohibiting the use of tebacco products that have a direct linkage to
numerous health problems. The policy will 2lso reduce the negative role models students see and

frequently imitate, -

The West Virginia Board of Education has therefore established regulations to improve the health
of students and staff in our public schools. These regulations apply to any building or other property
owned or operated by a county board of education, RESA or State Board of Education, the surrounding
grounds of the agencies, and the personnel and students of those agencies.
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IMPACT STATEMENTS

Insftructional

The health education program of study includes learning objectives related to the hazards of tobacco
use, In addition, the federally funded Drug Free Schools and Communities Act clearly includes the
requirement to teach about the harmful effects of tobaeco. Students will recognize the importance of
these lessons when their schools become tobacco free.

Leadership

The West Virginia Task Force on School Health recommended that all public schools become
tobacco free. Modeling of health behaviors by adults is critical in helping students to understand
the importance of their own behaviors. Since West Virginia is setting a national precedent related
to comprehensive school health programs, this policy will be viewed as an example of the
commitment toward better health.

According to statistics from William Weiss of Seattle University, it costs an employer $4,611 more
annually to employ a smoker than z non-smoker. Cost savings could be substantial in reduced
absenteeism, insurance rates and cleaning costs.

taff Development
. Assistance with smeking cessation programs is available in the state from the American Lung
Association of West Virginia, the American Cancer Society and the Mary Babb Randolph Cancer
Center. Funds fromthe Drug Free Schools and Communities Act have already been used to support

tobacco education for coaches and other county personnel.

Administration

County administrators will be responsible for enforcing this policy with students and staff. Drug
Free Schools coordinators, school nurses, health teachers and counselors can offer assistance
related to tobacco education and cessation programs.

The Public Employees Insurance Agency is exploring the possibility of reimbursing the cost of
smoking cessation programs for employees who have remained tobacco free for at least six (6)
months.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Tobaceo Control Policy

Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to protect the health of students and school personnel by prohibiting the
use of tobaceo products on school property.

Backeround:

W. Va. Code §16-9A-1 through 4 prohibits the possession or use of any tobacco products by children
under the age of 18. In addition, it prohibits the use of tobacco products in any portion of school
buildings that are used for instructional purposes. The law does allow for the use of tobaceo products in
faculty lounges or offices not used for instructional purposes.

Since the passage of W. Va, Code §16-9A-1 through 4, many school personnel have called the state
department of education to request a more restrictive tobaceo policy. These individuals are exposed to
second hand tobacco smoke in lounges and offices. In addition, students complain about smoke in
hallways and offices.

The health hazards of tobacco use are well documentad.

*  (Cigarette smoking Is the number one preventable cause of death in this country.

* Two-thirds of all smokers begin before the age of 18, Eighty-five percent (85%) of smokers
would like to quit.

*  Smokeless tobacco use is now linked to oral cancer and other mouth diseases. Second hand
smoke can trigger asthma attacks and causes lugs to be more sensitive for days.

* Children exposed to second hand smoke have significantly higher incidences of upper
respiratory infections that children in smoke free environments.

*  Bchool personnel are seen as role models by school children,

* Policies that emphasize the importance of good health practices send a positive message to
students,
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Tobacco Control Policy

Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to protect the health of students and school personnel by prohibiting the
use of tobacco products on sch

Back nd:

W. Va. Code §16-9A-1 thyough 4 prohibits the possession or use of any tobacco products by children
under the age of 18. In/addition, it prohibits the use of tobacco products in any portion of school
buildings that are used fgr instructional purposes. The law does allow for the use of tobacco products in
faculty lounges or officesing used for instructional purposes.

Since the passage of W. Va. Code §16-9A-1 through 4, many school personnel have called the state
department of education to request a more restrictive tobacco policy. These individuals are exposed to
second hand tobacco smoke in lounges and offices. In addition, students complain about smoke in
hallways and offices.

The health hazards of tobacco use are well documented.

* Cigarette smoking is the number one preventable cause of death in this country,

* Two-thirds of all smokers begin before the age of 18. Eighty-five percent (85%) of smokers
would like to quit.

* Bmokeless tobacco use is now linked to oral cancer and other mouth diseases. Second hand
smoke can trigger asthma attacks and causes lugs to be more sensitive for days.

* Children exposed to second hand smoke have significantly higher incidences of upper
respiratory infections that children in smoke free environments,

*  School personnel are seen as role models by school children.

* Policles that emphasize the importance of good health practices send a positive message to
students.
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TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

SERIES 66
TOBACCO CONTROL (2422.5A)

§126-66-1. Geperal.

1.1. Scope. -~ This policy sets the
requirement for schools in West Virginia to be
tobaceo free.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Code §316-8A-1
through 16-5A-4.

1.3. Filing Date. — February, 27,1992

1.4. Effective Date. - March 30, 1992

$126-66-2. Purpose.

The purpose of thege regulations is to
prohibit the use of tobacco produets in school
buildings and on school grounds in order to
improve the health of West Virginia students
and school personnel by preventing them from
being exposed to second hand smoke and by
prohibiting the use of tobacco products that have
g direct linkege to numerous health problems.
In additien, educators should provide a positive
role model for students by refraining from the
use of tobacco products which have been proven
to be hazardous to one's health.

§126-66-3. Application.

3.1. This policy shall apply to any building
or other property including automobiles or other
vehicles owned or operated by a county board of
education, Regional Education Service Agency
or the State Board of Education. This policy
shall apply to any private building, or other
property including automobiles or other vehicles
used for school activities when students are
préesent,

3.2, No tobacco product shall be used at any
time by any person in any area defined in
Section 3.1 of this policy.

3.3. School personnel supervising students
off the school grounds are prohibited from using
any tobacco products while in the presence of
students or any time while engaged in any
activities directly involving studenis.

§126-66-4. Enforcement.

School personnel who violate this policy will
be subject to penalties based on county
personnel policies.

Students who violate W. Va. Code §16-8A-1
through 4, and/or this policy, will be subject to
disciplinary procedures outlined by Policy 4373,
Student Code of Conduct, as well ag possible
referral to law enforcement authorities for
appropriate action.

$126-66-5. County Implementation.

County board of education shall have in
place a Tobacco Control Policy by January 1,
1992, County policies shall contain, at a
minimum, the restrictions In this policy.
County policies may impose additional
restriction in this area.
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WEST VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY
POLICY 2422.5A
TOBACCO CONTROL POLICY

The West Virginia Board of Education is concerned about the health of the students in our schools
and the staff working with these students. The purpose of this policy is to assist in the protection of the
health of students and staff of West Virginia public scheols by preventing them from being exposed to
second hand smoke and by prohibiting the use of tobacco products that have a direct linkage to
numerous health problems. The policy will also reduce the negative role models students see and

frequently imitate.

The West Virginia Board of Education has therefore established regulations to improve the health
of students and staff in our public schools. These regulations apply to any building or other property
owned or operated by a county board of education, RESA or State Board of Education, the surrounding
grounds of the agencies, and the personnel and students of those agencies,
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IMPACT STATEMENTS

Instruetional —

The health education program of study includes learning objectives related to the hazards of tobacco
use. In addition, the federally funded Drug Free Schools and Communities Act clearly includes the
requirement to teach about the harmful effects of tobacco. Students will recognize the importance of
these lessons when their schools become tobaceo free.

Leadership _

The West Virginia Task Force on School Health recommended that all public schools become
tobacco free. Modeling of health behaviors by adults is critical in helping students to understand
the importance of their own behaviors. Since West Virginia is setting a national precedent related
to comprehensive schoel health programs, this policy will be viewed as an example of the
commitment toward better health.

According to statistics from William Weiss of Seattle University, it costs an employer $4,611 more
annually to employ a smoker than a non-smoker, Cost savings could be substantial in reduced
absenteeism, insurance rates and cleaning costs.

Staff Development

Assistance with smoking cessation programs is available in the state from the American Lung
Association of West Virginia, the American Cancer Society and the Mary Babb Randolph Cancer
Center. Funds from the Drug Free Schools and Communities Act have already been used to support
tobacco education for coaches and other county personnel.

Admini ion

County administrators will be responsible for enforcing this policy with students and staff. Drug
Free Schools coordinators, school nurses, health teachers and counselors can offer assistance
related to tobacco education and cessation programs.

The Public Employees Insurance Agency is exploring the possibility of reimbursing the cost of
smoking cessation programs for employees who have remained tobacco free for at least six (6)
months.
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