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Title: Transitional Kindergarten - Program Created; Eligibility ad, Standard
for Placement; Qualifications of Teachers; Funding

Section 1.0 General . :
1.1 This legislatrive rule established the specific requirements
for local school districts to initlate and administer
transitional .. kindergarten programs for students needing
additional physical, social, emoticnal., perceptual, and
intellectual experiences after Kindergarten.
Authority - §18-5-18¢
. Piling Date -
Effective Date - -=:=
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Section 2.0 Program Definition:.

A transitional year 1is provided after kindergarten, Ffor children
identiflied as needing additional physical, soclal, emctional,
perceptual, and intellectual experiences. . .

Section 3.0 Program Delivery:
3.1 Transiticnal Program(s)

3.1.1 Counties may designate one or more schools for the
transitional Kindergarten progranm and transport
children to these schools.

3.1.2 Counties should consider offering transitional
kindergarten programs during the summer months for a
nimimum of six weeks beginning in the year 1989-90 as
an alternative to retention.

3.2 Children eligible for transitional kindergarten are those who-
have completed a state-certified kindergarten program and
have not demonstrated readiness for first grade work as
indicated by tests and other standards.

3.3 _Placement

3.3.1 Placement will be considered after a teacher has made a
sound prefessional Jjudgement, comprehensive,
standardized readiness assessments have been completed,
input is obtained from other professional personnel,and
after consultation with child's parent or quardian.
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. 3.3.2 students assessed and considered eligible for placement
in the transitlional kindergarten will be referred to the
School Based Assistance Team.

3.3.3 The School Based BAssistance Team will review all
referrals and make the final determination for placement
or refer the child for additional assessment.

3.374 A child who successfully completes a summer transitional
kindergarten program shall be enrolled in first grade in
the fall semester. '

3.4 Time allocations are referred to in Policy 2510
3.5 Personnel
3.5..1 The ratio of teacher to students shall be 1-15.

3.5.2 an aide shall be assigned to each transitional
kindergarten with more than ten students.

3.5.3 Provisions shall be made for transitional kindergarten
teachers to communlicate on a regular basis with other
teachers, professiconal personnel, and other
representatives of other appropriate agenciles.

3.5.4 Teachers meeting state teacher certificaticon and holding
a certificate; Early Childhood Education, Early
Education Pre K-K or Multisubject K-8 are eligible to
teach transitional kindergarten.

4.0 Program Assurances

4.1 Each county shall establish a process for pericdic
review of individual student's progress,

4.2 Within the first grading period students who have
acguired mastery of deficient skills shall be referred
to the Scheool Based Asslistance Team for consideration
for placement in the first grade.

4.3 The parent(s) or guardian has the right to contest
pPlacement of theilr c¢hild in a transitional kindergarten
program. Placement appeals must Efirst be made to the
school principal. If a consensus cannot be reached
between the princlipal and parent, the parent may appeal
to the next level as defined in the county parent
appeals process.

*The term developmental has been deleted Erom the guidelines as the
bill does not address this program. fTransitional is provided after
kindergarten for c¢hilldren identified for needing additional physical,
socigl, “emotional. perceptual or intellectual experiences.
Developmental kindergarten 1is an approach to teaching kindergarten
and should not be interchanged with the term transitional.
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