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IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING, A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH
ANY INTERESTED PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS
COMMENT PERIOD WILL END ON _August 25, 2000 AT _ 4:45pm. . ONLY
WRITTEN COMMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AND ARE TO BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING

ADDRESS:

Ms. Brenda Williams THE ISSUES TO BE HEARD WILL BE
LIMITED TO THIS PROPOSED RULE.

Executive Director

West Virginia Department of Education

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Bldg. 6. Room 346

Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330

Dr. David Stewart
State Superintendent of Schools

ATTACH A BRIEF SUMMARY OF YOUR PROPOSAL
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

POLICY 2450
VIRTUAL DISTANCE LEARNING

Background:

Policy 2450 was initially passed in 1989 to address traditional distance learning programs.
Changes are being proposed to (1) incorporate virtual, online and other technology-delivered
distance learning options; and (2) address SB584, West Virginia Virtual School legislation
passed March 11, 2000, effective July 1, 2000.

Proposed Changes:

Changes and updates to Policy 2450 are based on:

l. the recommendations of the review committee;
2. documentation from the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB);
3. the guideline and procedures recommendations developed by the 52 West

Virginia teachers who participated in the 1999 Curriculum Technology Resource
Center (CTRC) Going the Distance seminar; and

4, the discussion session regarding virtual schooling held with the State Board of
Education on June 8, 2000.




TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
CEHAPTER18-2
SERIES 48 (2450)

TITLE: Virtual Distance Leaming Programs

Section 1. General

1.1 Scope-- Establishes requirements for distance, online, virtual and technology-
delivered learning programs, including student needs, course content and

matenals teacher/faclhtator gl_ndehnes, fra:mmg—md—heensare—msﬁ&cfef

beafés—ef—edﬂeaﬁeﬂ— fundlng, and management at the state, county and

school levels.

1.2 Authority--18-2-5; 18-2E-9

1.3 Filing Date--#28/89
1.4  Effective Date--828/89
Section 2. Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to assure consistent high quality education for the pupils

students of West Virginia while utilizing an-alternative-delivery-mechantsm-for
technology-delivered learning instruction r+ural-areas-andferfordow-ineidenee and

courses. In order for a student to receive credit for a technology-delivered course, he/she
must be a student enrolled in a West Virginia public school.

Section 3. Course Pehvery Approval

3.1 Distance, online or virtual learning courses offered for public school credit shall

be approved by the West Virginia Department of Education. In order to detiver
distanee register the technolo gy-dehvered leammg courses for credit, providers

1%

shall eemplete submit a—~DPistatteeearnir - ; orm™ an online
registration form to the West Virginia Department of Educatlon for approval. In

order for students to effer receive distance learning courses for credit, a county
superintendent or designee shall verify that courses and providers are WVDE




3.2

33

34

Section 4

4.1

4.2

approved, and-submit-z

I;Z L ¥ . . E FE i . i

Distance learning courses may be offered approved when curriculum content
cannot be delivered because there is a shortage of certified personnel, a need to
provide low-incidence courses, or a need to offer a course while the
teacher/facilitator renews course-related skills, or any other validated student need

to access technology-delivered courses.

Distance learning course content will be reviewed for correlateion with eeurses

requiring the West Virginia Board of Education apprevedtearningouteemes
instructional goals and objectives (IGOs). Copies of the learning

ders-submitting &-“Distance Learning Provider-AppheationForm-= [GOs and
instructional policies may be found on the WVDE web page at

adhere fo the state and federal privacy regulations regarding students.

In an alternative education setting, distance learning shall in no case be a student’s
only source of instruction. Provisions of State Board Policy 2418: Regulations

for Alternative Education Programs for Disruptive Students shall be adhered to

including, but not limited to, the provision of behavioral components in addition
to academic coursework.

Lieensure-and-Fraining Management

Classreom Course facilitators located in West Virginia schools may be required to
hold specific certification/qualifications based upon provider guidelines that may

vary from course to course.

The distance learning elassreem course facilitator shall receive inservice training
or technology-delivered instructions pertaining to the course organization,
classroom management, and technical aspects, monitoring of student testing, and

securing other student services as needed.

The county superintendent shall designate a distance learning contact at the school

level to ensure virtual learning information is provided to students and parents,
any necessary affiliation agreements with the course provider are secured, the




course facilitator has been identified. and complete other duties as necessary to provide

student access.

4.4  Ifacourse is to be produced and delivered from within West Virginia, the West

Vireinia Virtual Course Production guidelines and procedures must be followed

as outlined.

Section €5 Course Materials

65.1 Students who take distance learning courses which are required for graduation
shall utitize have availability to textbesoks-seleeted instructional materials from the
West Virginia approved adoption list eftextbeeks. Exceptions shall be made
bascd upon state-textbeelk instructional materials adoption policy or through the

waiver procedure.




65.2 Supplementary materials, as stipulated by the distance learning provider,

including specifically designed software and/or printed matter, shall be provided
in the distance learning course curriculum to be used for review;-drit-practiee;
andfer-hemework various instructional practices.

The local education agency is responsible for establishing specific uniform
procedures for evaluating pupil progress and administering a final grade based
upon provider guidelines and county policy.

Evaluations of the success of the virtual program must be documented to provide

With the statewide technology installations in public schools, students should
have access to virtual courses at school.

When available, student access may be authorized at other equipped locations
such as public libraries, community learning centers and homes.

The school distance learning coordinator will be responsible for assisting students

Funding for distance learning courses and associated materials may be provided
through the school system instructional budgets or grant awards.

Parents will be responsible for distance learning costs if the selected course is
currently being offered at the school and there is no justifiable reason to duplicate

To accommodate rapidly changing options for virtual distance leaming,
ouidelines and procedures will be developed to review operational issues in a

timely manner and will include legislation components.

Section 76  Ewvaluation of Pupil Progress
76.1
6.2
any continued funding requests.
Section 7 Technology Access
7.1
1.2
7.3
in finding solutions for access.
Section § Funding
8.1
8.2
the school course.
Section 9 Guidelines and Procedures
9.1
9.2

Whenever necessary to provide appropriate virtual distance learning, the wavier

process will be utilized.




FORM HD 201

(10-66)
FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET
(Submit 4 Copies)
HD NO DRAFT NO BILLNO SB584
SUBJECT __ Virtual Distance Learning FUND

RESOCLUTION NO

SOURCE OF REVENUE: O GENERAL FUND O SPECIAL O OTHER {(SPECIFY)

COST OF ESTIMATE BASED ON: 0O AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGET 8ILL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: O AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGETBILL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN [TEMS 1 AND 2 & GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT

AN AL

FISCAI YEAR|

EFFECT OF PROPOSAL

INCREASE

DECREASE

CURRENT

NEXT

THEREAFTER

1. ESTIMATED TOTAL
COST

-0-

$ -o-

$To be determined

PERSONAL SERVICES
CURRENT EXPENSES
REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS

EQUIPMENT
OTHER

$ 89,000

2. ESTIMATED TOTAL
REVENUES

s -0-

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

*The costs for virtual distance leamning depend on a number of factors including the student need for specific courses, the options for local funding

and the possibility of state course production.

DATE

X570

AGENCY

West Virginia Department of Education

AUTHORIZE




POLICY 2450: VIRTUAL DISTANCE LEARNING

Comments/Suggestions

Please use this form to comment about proposed Policy 2450. Additional sheets may be attached
if needed.

Individual/Organization:

Position:

Name of County, School, Business, etc:

Street Address:
City/State/Zip:
E-mail:
Comments/Suggestions
Policy 2450

Section 1--General

Section 2--Purpose

Section 3--Course Approval




Comments/Suggestions--Policy 2450

Section 4--Management

Section 5--Course Materials

Section 6--Evaluation of Pupil Progress

Section 7--Technology Access

Section 8--Funding

Section 9--Guidelines and Procedures

Please return by August 25, 2000 to:

Brenda Williams, Executive Director
Office of Technology and Information Systems
West Virginia Department of Education
1900 Kanawha Blvd East
Building 6, Room 346
Charleston, WV 25305-0330
Fax: 304-558-2584
E-mail-brendaw@access.k12.wv.us
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