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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
FOR

WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 2520.35

21* CENTURY SCIENCE 9-12 CONTENT STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES

FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Policy Number and Title: West Virginia Board Of Education Policy 2520.35: 21* Century Science 9-
12 Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools

Background: Policies 2520 define the content standards and objectives for the programs of study required
by Policy 2510 and establish a standardized format for such.

e The original effective date of the policy was July, 1997.

e In October, 2001, a revision of the Policy incorporating the Content Standards and Objectives
(CSOs) for Mathematics, Reading and English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies and
Technology was presented to the West Virginia Board of Education.

e Policy 2520.3 was placed on public comment and was approved by the Board on December 13,
2001 and became effective on July 1, 2003.

Major Revisions or Reasons for New Policy: Policy 2520.3 now contains the 21* Century Science
Content Standards and Objectives for grades K- 8. New Policy 2520.35 contains the 21* Century Science
Content Standards and Objectives for grades 9-12.

e The science CSOs have been revised to

O

o]

o

o

reorganize the science content under three standards,
incorporate higher levels of critical thinking skills and problem solving skills,
establish an improved alignment with national assessments (NAEP, ACT, and SAT), and

incorporate 21 century knowledge and skills that West Virginia students will need to be
successful in the global world of the 21* century.

o High school science courses have been placed in new Policy 2520.35

Impact:

Required science course sequence is as follows: Ninth Grade Physical Science, Tenth Grade
Biology or Conceptual Biology, and Eleventh Grade Chemistry or Conceptual Chemistry.

» Students will be better prepared for success on national assessments, in postgraduate studies and in the
workplace of the 21* century.

¢ Students will acquire a higher level of critical thinking and problem solving skills needed for success in
post graduate studies and the workplace of the 21* century.

* The revised format will better enable West Virginia educators to focus instruction on the approved

CSO0s.
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21* CENTURY SCIENCE 9-12 CONTENT STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES FOR
WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.35)

§126-44R-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- West Virginia Board of
Education Policy 2510 provides a definition of a
delivery system for, and an assessment and
accountability system for, a thorough and
efficient education for West Virginia public
school students. Policy 2520.35 defines the
content standards (or instructional goals) and
objectives for science 9-12 as required by W.
Va. 126CSR42 (Policy 2510).

1.2.  Authority. -- W. Va. Constitution,
Article XTI, §2, W. Va. Code §18-2-5 and §18-
9A-22.

1.3. Filing Date. --

1.4. Effective Date. --

1.5. Repeal of former rule. -- None. This is
a new rule.

§126-44R-2. Purpose.

2.1.  This policy defines the content
standards (or instructional goals) and objectives
for the program of study required by Policy
2510 in science.

§126-44R-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. A copy of 21¥ Century Science 9-12
Content Standards and Objectives for West
Virginia Schools is attached and incorporated by
reference into this policy. Copies may be
obtained in the Office of the Secretary of State
and in the West Virginia Department of
Education, Office of Instructional Services.

§126-44R-4. Summary of the Content
Standards and Objectives.

4.1. The West Virginia Board of Education
has the responsibility for establishing high
quality standards pertaining to all educational
standards (W. Va. Code §18-9A-22). The
content standards and objectives provide a focus
for teachers to teach and students to learn those
skills and competencies essential for future
success in the workplace and further education.
The document includes content standards for
science, an explanation of terms, objectives that
reflect a rigorous and challenging curriculum,
and performance descriptors.
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FORM HD 201

(10-66)
FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET
(Submit 4 Copies)
HD NO DRAFT NO ' BILL NO RESOLUTION NO
SUBJECT State Board Policy 2520.35: Science 9-12 Content Standards and Objectives for WV Schoals FUND

SOURCE OF REVENUE: [ GENERAL FUND O sPECIAL L OTHER (SPECIFY)

COST OF ESTIMATE BASED ON: [0 AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE [0 BUDGETBILL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: [0 AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGET BILL 0 OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS 1 AND 2 & GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER
S
1. ESTIMATED TOTAL $0 $0 50 $2,250,000.00 $ 150,000.00
COST
PERSONAL SERVICES
CURRENT EXPENSES $0 50 50 50 50
REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS
EQUIPMENT
OTHER
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL 50 50 $0 50 50
REVENUES

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

Instructional Materiais (textbooks, etc.) $1,500,000.00
Lab Supplies and Equipment $ 250,000.00 initiat cost; $150,000.00 ongoing cost
Laboratory Facilities Renovation $ 500,000.00

DATE AGENCY Q AQHORIZED PRESENTATIVE

—n 17 S0 pave e
A ,7jlﬁé‘ West Virginia Departiment of Education %‘V T
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POLICY 2520.35: 21" Century Science 9-12 Content Standards and Objectives
for West Virginia Schools

COMMENT PERIOD ENDS: December 1, 2006

COMMENT RESPONSE FORM

The following form is provided to assist those who choose to comment on Policy 2520.35: 21
Century Science 9-12 Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools. Additional sheets

may be attached, if necessary.

Name : Organization:

Title:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Please check the box below that best describes your role.

O School System Superintendent 0 School System Staff 0 Parent/Family
O Principal O Teacher O Business/Industry
O Professional Support Staff O Service Personnel O Community Member

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS

§126-44R-1. General.

§126-44R-2. Purpose.
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§126-44R-3. Incorporation by Reference.

§126-44R-4. Summary of the Content Standards and Objectives.

§126-44R. 21 Century Science 9-12 Content Standards and Objectives for West
Virginia Schools

Please direct all comments to:

Carla Williamson
Office of Instruction

West Virginia Department of Education

Capitol Building 6, Room 304

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330

E-Mail Address: cljwilli@access.k12.wv.us
Fax No.: (304) 558-3741




