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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
FOR
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY

Policy Number and Title: Policy 2520.16 Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for West
Virginia Schools

Background:

Policy 2520.16 defines the alternate academic achievement standards for students with the most
significant cognitive impairments as required by Policy 2510 and the federal No Child Left Behind
Act.

Reasons for New Policy:

No Child Left Behind requires that a State adopt challenging alternate academic achievement
standards that are linked to the State’s grade-level academic content standards, promote access
to the general curriculum, and reflect professional judgment of the highest achievement standards
possible.

The West Virginia Alternate Assessment, under revision, must align with the State’s alternate
academic achievement standards.

Impact:

Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities will have instruction that is precisely linked
to the West Virginia Content Standards and Objectives.

Assessment of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities will be accomplished
through a technically sound instrument that is aligned with established instructional standards.

Substantial professional development must occur with teachers of this population of students so
that instructional goals can be appropriately designed.

Response to Comments:

+ Seventeen comments were received. Respondents included teachers, Higher Education
Faculty and Special Education Administrators.

« One response was accepted. This recommended that the performance descriptor levels
be named consistent with the performance descriptors for general education, i.e., Above
Mastery, Mastery, Partial Mastery, and Novice. These changes are now reflected in the
policy.

« Comments related to the design of the alternate assessment will be forwarded to the
Office of Student Assessment Services.
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ALTERNATE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS
FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.16)

§126-44P-1. General.

1.1. Scope. West Virginia Board of Education 126CSR42, Policy 2510,
Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs
(hereinafter Policy 2510), provides a definition of a delivery system for, and an
assessment and accountability system for, a thorough and efficient education for
West Virginia public school students. Policy 2520.16 defines the alternate
academic achievement standards across grades 3 - 8 and 10 in
reading/language arts and in mathematics for students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities and is inclusive of existing content standards, extended
standards, and performance descriptors as required by Policy 2510.

1.2. Authority. W. Va. Constitution, Article Xll, §2, W. Va. Code §18-2-5
and §18-9A-22.

1.3. Filing Date. November 14, 2005.

1.4. Effective Date. December 14, 2005.

1.5. Repeal of former rule. None. This is a new rule.
§126-44P-2. Purpose.

2.1. This policy defines the alternate academic achievement standards for
the program of study required by Policy 2510 for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities, i.e., those who are typically assessed with the

West Virginia Alternate Assessment.

§126-44P-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. The West Virginia Extended Academic Content Standards and
Performance ‘Descriptors in reading/language arts and in mathematics across
grades 3 — 8 and 10 is attached and incorporated by reference into this policy.
Copies may be obtained in the Office of the Secretary of State and in the West
Virginia Department of Education, Office of Special Education.
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3.2. Summary (of Alternate Academic Achievement Standards.) The West
Virginia Board of Education has the responsibility for establishing high quality
educational standards for all education programs (W.Va. Code §18-9A-22). The
alternate academic achievement standards provide a framework for teachers of
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to teach skills and
competencies essential for independent living, employment, and postsecondary
education. Policy 2520.16 links the existing content standards in
reading/language arts and in math with the extended standards and includes
performance descriptors that are aligned with the extended standards. These
performance descriptors will be the basis for setting cut scores for the Alternate
Assessment. The extended standards and performance descriptors included in
Policy 2520.16 are applicable for students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities, i.e., students who are assessed with the West Virginia Alternate
Assessment

§126-44P-4, Severability.

4 1. If any provision of this rule or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
applications of this rule.
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FORM HD 201

(10-66)
FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET
(Submit 4 Copies) -
HD NO DRAFT NO BILL NO RESOLUTION NO
SUBJECT, FUND

SOURCE OF REVENUE: O GENERAL FUND O SPECIALD OTHER (SPECIFY)

COST OF ESTIMATE BASED ON: O AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE D BUDGET BILLD OTHER (SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: O AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGET BILLT OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS 1 AND 2 & GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONGANGE EFFECT

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL INCREASE DECREASE ' CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER
1. ESTIMATED TOTAL $ $ $81,550.00 $30,000.00 included within OSE
COST teacher training on
standards-based |EP
development
PERSONAL SERVICES
CURRENT EXPENSES $ $ $81,550.00 0 Included within OSE
REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS $30,000.00 teacher training on
EQUIPMENT standards-based IEP
OTHER _ development
. 2. EST TOTALREVENUES $ $ Not Applicable Not Applicable Not Applicable

3.  EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONGRANGE EFFECT):

The primary financial impact will be on the WVDE/Office of Special Education. The OSE will provide professional development to approximately
400 teachers of students with whom the extended standards will be used. This professional development will be most intensive from
September through December 2005 and then will be incorporated into ongoing professional development related to instruction, instructional
strategies, building IEP goals, and completing the WV Alternate Assessment.

The Total Costs for the FY 2006 are expected to be $81,550.00. These include
»  Printing of 8tandards $10,000.00
¢ Training (through RESAS) of all teachers using
the extended standards (October through December 2005) $71,550.00
= Substitutes
«  Travel for Teachers
= Hospitality
= Materials

Anticipated costs for FY 2007 are $30,000.00. These include
¢ Training of all new teachers using the Extended Standards  (August 2006)
*  Travel for Teachers
Hospitality
= Materiais

Thereafter, professional development costs will be subsumed within professional development for all special education teachers on standards basex
IEPSs.

DATE AGENCY AUTHORIZED REPRESENJATIVE

?//,/ 2.5 West Virginia Department of Edugation
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Jacqui YOM

From: Lynn Boyer [Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us]

Sent: Monday, October 03, 2005 8:22 AM

To: 'Jacqui Young'

Cc: acarey@access.k12.wv.us; Mary Nunn (Mary Nunn); Mary Pat Farrell
Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-09-30 13:26:33)

Jacqui, for inclusion in comments file. Others, fyi

----- Original Message-—---

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Friday, September 30, 2005 12:27 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-09-30 13:26:33)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" foldet.

Yout folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2,32/ r.html?id=99643bdf80fe6c70a207 fheeaal08d8d
This 1s an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.16
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Name: Melissa Browning
Otganization: Ripley Middle School
Email: melissabrwnng71@yahoo.com
Title: Special Education Teacher
Address1: Rt. 2 Box 75A

Address2:

City/State/ Zip: Ripley, WV 25271
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2005-09-30 13:26:33
Posted from IP: 168.216.76.63

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

I'have a few concerns that I hope are addressed. I do not understand where
Profound Mentally Handicapped students fit into this assessment. All of the
levels are too high for them to even get close to mastery. It looks like you
are insuring that this subgroup does not meet a mastery level (Level IIT). I
feel they have a mastery level, but it is not reflected in your standards.
Another concern that I have, is that the level of instructional mastery for
any student on alternate assessment should be on a functional level. These
students do not receive a regular diploma and should have objectives that
will assist in their secondary education. For most students, that means
assisted living and supervision of tasks. Next, the standards you have are

1
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above what they will be able to obtain within one year. These students

require longer periods of time to grasp and apply the knowledge taught in

the classroom. Also, I feel the standards jump too quickly to a higher

level. When seeing what students ate able to accomplish and the standards

set for mastery, the standards you have move rapidly to the next level. The
standards on the mastery level are looking as though you are testing the
average Mildly Mentally Handicapped student. Just because the Moderate Level
looks easy to others, it doesn't mean it will be easy for the moderate and
profound students.

I hope what I have written will fall on someone who has worked with moderate
to profound students and understands that their level of mastery is as
challenging as the general education level of mastery.

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standatds and Performance Descriptors -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades
3 8and 10




Jacqui Young

From: Lynn Boyer [lboyer@ACCESS.K12.WV.US]

Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2005 4:22 PM

To: ‘Jacqui Young'

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-04 19:21:50)

For collection file

----- Original Message---—

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Tuesday, October 04, 2005 6:22 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-04 19:21:50)

Please save this email in 2 "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your foldet will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Repott from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/¢. html?id=99643bdf80fe6c 702207 fheeaa108d8d
This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.16
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Name: Sandy Furbee

Organization: Ritchie County Middle School
Email: hfurbee@rcvideo.com

Title: MMI teacher

Address1: 224 Danser Lane
Address2:

City/State/ Zip: Friendly, WV 26146
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2005-10-04 19:21:50

Posted from IP: 65.78.226.41

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incotporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standards and Performance Descriptors -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades
3 8and 10

I'm not sure what I am suppposed to be counting on, as I did not fully
understand what the assessment is supposed to be. From what I understand
from my Special Ed director, our students will be assessed on all of the
standards listed under a particular grade. If I only had one student, it

would probably be okay. However, I have 21 additional students that I am

1




responsible for. I barely have time now to take a breath. How on earth

will T ever find the time to work on all of these standards? I do know I am
not going to stress myself out for one student. Maybe after I have been
trained I will feel better about the whole thing. I do hope the aides as

well will be trained because I don't know how anything will be done without
theit help. This sounds ten times worse than what we have been doing the
last 3 years.




Jacqui Young

From: Lynn Boyer [lboyer@access.k12.wv.us)

Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2005 4:08 PM

To: ‘Beth Judy'; jbarth@access.k12.wv.us; mnunn@access.k12.wv.us; ehider@access.k12.wv.us;
acarey@access.k12.wv.us; Mary Pat Farrell

Cc: ‘Jacqui Young'

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-05 14:14:50)

Some of the comments we're receiving are very articulate and comprehensive
in theit scope. This is one of them. There have been others with the same
concetn, but this is the best written. I'll pass along others from time to

time.

LB

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2005 1:15 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-05 14:14:50)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=99643bdf80fe6c70a207 fheeaal 08d8d
"This 1s an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.
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Name: Terri A. Holley

Otrganization: Cabell County Schools
Email: tholley@access.k12.wv.us

Title: SPMI teacher

Address1: 923 1st Street

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Huntington, WV 25701
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2005-10-05 14:14:50

Posted from IP: 168.216.102.33

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

Upon review of the new extended CSQ's for Alternate Assessment, numerous
concerns have atisen regarding my student's and their ability to

demonstrate aquired skills under the proposed changes for Alternate
Assessment. I had the opportunity to participate in the scoring process

this past June and it was obvious at that time that changes needed to be
made, however, under this proposed method of assessment, it will be

1




extremely difficult for my students to demonstrate any progress towards the
CSO's that have been identified. This is extremely unfortunate for them in
that they have, for the past two years, performed in the generalized range.
We have worked extremely hard to increase their exposure to regular
curriculum through the use of assistive technology, and I have seen marked
improvements in their attention to task, their ability to activate the

correct labeled switches/voice output devices, and their overall attitudes
towatd school. Under the proposed method of asses!

sm!

ent, these small, but extremely important improvements will not be assessed
and my students will no longer have a positive impact on our schools AYP.
Many of the extended activities are not written low enough for my students
to perform, and it was not clear how or whether assistive technology, a very
important component of our progtam, will be incorporated into the new
assessment process. My students may not be able to identify an object, but
they can utilize technology to access activities and information. I feel it

is imperative that the assessment process be developed so that it celebrates
even the lowest functioning students abilities instead of highlighting their
inadequacies.

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standards and Petformance Descriptots -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades
3 8and 10




Jacqui Young

From: Lynn Boyer [Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us)

Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2005 9:47 AM

To: Jacqui Young; mnunn@access.k12.wv.us; ‘Annette Carey'; Mary Pat Farrell;
ehider@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-09 14:13:23)

Please place in comment log

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Sunday, October 09, 2005 1:13 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-09 14:13:23)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments ate saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Repott from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32 /r.html1?id=99643bdf80fe6c70a207 fheeaal 08d8d
This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.
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Comment Received for Policy 2520.

HER R R R R TR R R R
HeHHHHHHH

#

Name: Sherill Mortis

Organization: McKinley Middle School
Email: simorris@kcs.kana.k12.wv.us
Title: EMI Teacher

Address1: 203 Betry Hills

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Winfield, WV 25213
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2005-10-09 14:13:23

Posted from IP: 152.163.100.73

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

Overall, I really like the set up and the examples given to demonstrate
knowledge of subject matter. I liked the way it was set up so that all
students who are given Alternate Assessment can succeed. My question is
that will this be a standardized type of test where students mark answers or
will it be portfolio style testing?

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standards and Performance Descriptors -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades
3 8and 10

Great use of CSO with students and their skills they can do.
1







Jacqui Yourlg

From: Lynn Boyer [Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us]

Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2005 9:50 AM

To: Jacqui Young

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-10 11:44:31)
----- Oniginal Message-----

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Monday, October 10, 2005 10:45 AM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-10 11:44:31)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32 /1. html1?id=99643bdf80fe6c70a207fbeeaal 08d8d
This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.16
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Name: Claudia Starr

Otrganization:

Email: go2claudia@yahoo.com

Title:

Address1: 19514 Cortez Blvd #307
Address2:

City/State/Zip: Brooksville, FL 34601
Role: Parent-Family

Posted: 2005-10-10 11:44:31

Posted from IP: 70.152.60.88

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

I am considering a move to Charleston because of the IB program at S.
Charleston High. However, I would encourage you to implement lower grade 1B
programs to feed into this program. Foreign language is a big part of the

wotld vision of the IB program. When I contacted a couple of the elementary
schools they told me that they don't teach a foreign language. This is the

best age to integrate a Spanish program into the sytem.

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standards and Performance Descriptors -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades
3 8and 10







Jacqui Young

From: Lynn Boyer [Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us)

Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2005 9:50 AM

To: Jacqui Young; mnunn@access.k12.wv.us; ehider@access.k12.wv.us; 'Annette Carey'; Mary
Pat Farrell

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-10 14:41:04)

For comment log

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Monday, October 10, 2005 1:41 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-10 14:41:04)

Please save this email in 2 "Comments Received Online” folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32 /1. html1?id=99643bdf80fe6c70a207fbeeaal 08d8d
This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.16
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Name: Mary P. Burton/N. Hartman

Organization: SCHS

Email:

Title: Teachers

Address:

Address2:

City/State/Zip: S.Chatleston, WV 25309
" Role: Teacher

Posted: 2005-10-10 14:41:04

Posted from IP: 168.216.28.16

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

Overall the instructional guide is well written. Qur concern is how
involved the documentation will need to be. In the past the requitements
have not been realistic for the teachers.

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standards and Performance Descriptors -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades
3 8and 10







Jacqui Young

From: Lynn Boyer [Iboyer@access.k12.wv,us)

Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2005 9:49 AM

To: Jacqui Young; mnunn@access.k12.wv.us; ehider@access.k12.wv.us; 'Annette Carey’; Mary
Pat Farrell

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-10 14:57:44)

For comment log

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Monday, October 10, 2005 1:58 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-10 14:57:44)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32 /£ html?id=99643bdf80fe6c70a207 fbeeaal 08d8d
This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it,

Comment Received for Policy 2520.16
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Name: Melinda DiCarlo
Organization: Kanawha County Schools
Email: mdicatlo@kana.kcs.k12.wv.us

Title: Teacher, Visually Impaired

Address1: South Charleston Middle School
Address2; 400 Third Ave.

City/State/Zip: South Charleston, WV 25303
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2005-10-10 14:57:44

Posted from IP: 168.216.122.54

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standards and Performance Descriptots -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades
3 8and 10

I have not done Alternate Assessment before, since, as a VI teacher, the
students I case manage generally have VI as their primary eligibility, are
in academic settings, and participate in standard testing with appropmiate

1




modifications. So I am unable to compair the current proposed extended
content standards and performance descriptors with the previous system.
In reviewing the standards, however, I am concerned that the student I
will be assessing will be unable to petrform above level 2, in any except
perhaps one or two of the language arts ateas that can be accomplished
entirely orally/aurally. The reason is that the combination of this
student's visual and orthopedic impairments make it impossible to petform
most tasks "without assistance," which is by definition necessaty to score
at levels 3 and 4. This student requires assistance throughout the day for
mobility, self-care (feeding, toileting), access to curriculum (ptimarily
auditory) and work output. For example, the student is unable to manipulate
objects to group them by 10 or to measure using 2 ruler. In addition, the
student's visual loss precludes reading print, while the motor difficulties
have rendered braille also unworkable, so that the student is an "auditory
reader” (using matetials that are read aloud, on tape ot CD, etc.).

Does it fit with the intention of the Alternate Assessment that this
student be limited to performance at level 2 or below? If not, is thete any
work-around, e.g. any extent to which the student could be provided physical
assistance and auditory access to print to petform tasks which ate credited
at a higher level? If so, how/could this be specified?

Thank you for you consideration and feedback.




Jacqui Young

From: Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Sent: Sunday, October 16, 2005 11:30 AM

To: jlyoung@access.k12.wv.us; mnunn@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Fwd: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-15 11:37:37)

Forwarded Message:

> To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us, lboyer@access.k12.wv.us

> From: Nobody <nobody@wvde.state.wv.us>

> Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-15 11:37:37)
> Date: Sat, 15 Oct 2005 11:37:37 -0400

> Please save this email in 2 "Comments Received Online" folder.

> Your folder will be a backup. All comments ate saved in our database.
> The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
> http://129.71.2.32 /1. htm!?id=99643bdf80fe6c70a207 fbeeaa108d8d

> This 1s an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

>

> Comment Received for Policy 2520.16
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> Name: Barbara Ludlow

> Otganization: West Virginia University

> Email: bludlow@mail.wvu.edu

> Title: Professor of Special Education

> Address1: 608 Allen Hall

> Address2: PO Box 6122

> City/State/Zip: Motgantown, WV 26506-6122

> Role: Community Member

> Posted: 2005-10-15 11:37:37

> Posted from IP: 141.153.81.155

>

>

> Comments for section 126-44P-1 General
>
> As the coordinator of the graduate certification and degree program in
Severe/Multiple

Disabilities at WVU, which is designed to prepare teachets to wotk with
students with

significant cognitive disabilities, I am very familiar with the prior

alternate assessment

procedutes in WV and with alternate assessment process and issues actoss the
US. I think

the new policy proposed here is an improvement over the existing one and
solves many of

the problems that have been occurring.

>

> Students with significant cognitive disabilities are admittedly a difficult

group to
assess and their achievement level is open to debate. The old system, though

1




carefully

designed and well-intentioned, was extremely cumbersome to administer,
resulting in too

much student learning time and teacher instructional time focused on the
alternate

assessment process itself. In addition, the standards and achievement
indicatots led to

lessons that incorporated learning goals that were not especially relevant for
the student

and ignored more important real-life skills. The new system appears to be
focused on more

teasonable standards for students in this group and a streamlined method of
collecting

data. I think this will benefit both students and disabilities and allow a
better balance

between ensuring educational outcomes and guaranteeing a individualized
education.

>

> A quick review of the alternate academic achievement standards themselves
shows that they

have been adjusted to address the unique charactetistics of these students,
who experience

many learning challenges. The performance descriptors show a reasonable
differentiation

between levels of proficiency, with sufficient distribution to accommodate the
abilities

of this very heterogeneous group, which ranges from students with low moderate
mental

retardation, through severe mental retardation, to profound mental retardation
(as well as

various accompanying problems, such as physical disabilities, hearing and
sensory

impairments, and autism and other pervasive developmental disotders).
Although the

professional community recognizes that individuals in this category ate not
likely to

perform at grade level, it is nevertheless important to set high (but
achievable)

expectations for them to maximize learning opportunities.

=

> I realize that some people might argue that setting standards is a waste of
time for these

students because of their severe disabilities. However, this is a group of
children and

adults who have had their personal accomplishments and overall quality of life
significantly enhanced in the 30 years since the passage of EHA. These new
requirements

set the bar a little higher to stimulate schools and educators to help them
achieve a

little more and to focus efforts on critical skills. If, through these

alternate academic

achievement standards and alternate assessment process, we are successful in

2




Increasing

theit achievement further, we may someday be faced with the happy task of
setting new,

more challenging standards for this group that come just a little closer to
the standards

set for their peets.

>

> I support this change in policy and believe it is a positive development in
educational

programming for students with significant cognitive disabilities. As with all
innovations, I'm sure there will be problems and issues that arise in its
implementation

and I suspect that for some standards, even the entry level performance
descriptots may be

mote than a few children with very serious conditions may be able to meet.
But I know

that applying the new standards and assessment process will provide us with
feedback on

how it works and suggest modifications that can tailor it for future use.
>

> Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia

Extended
Academic Content Standards and Petformance Descriptors - Reading and
English Language Atts

Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades 3 8 and 10
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Jacqui Young

From: Lynn Boyer [Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us]

Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2005 9:19 AM

To: ‘Jacqui Young', 'Erin Hider'; 'Mary Nunn'; 'Annette Carey'; Mary Pat Farrell
Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-17 19:03:24)

FYI This may be the last one.

----- Original Message-----

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Monday, October 17, 2005 6:03 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; lboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-17 19:03:24)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Qnline" foldet.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32 /. html?id=99643bdf80fe6c70a207 fbeeaal 08d8d
This 1s an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.16
HHHHHRHHHH B R B HAR B HHHH R R R R R RS R AR R R TR R
HHEHHRAHITH

#

Name: Vickie L. Damron
Organization: Lincoln County BOE
Email: vdamron@access.k12.wv.us
Title: Educational Diagnostician
Address1: P.O. Box 413

Address2: 5428 Guyan River Road
City/State/Zip: Salt Rock, WV 25559
Role: School System Staff

Posted: 2005-10-17 19:03:24

Posted from IP: 205.188.116.131

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

I fully understand the need for the extended standards as dictated by NCLB;
however, I do not think most students with significant disabilities will be
able to achieve the mastery levels. I do not see how schools who have
students participating in the Alt. Assessment will be able to make AYP.

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standards and Performance Descriptors -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades
3 8and 10

In looking at the extended standards, I do not foresee many students
achieveing mastery level. I do not think that our students with severe




disabilities will be able to identify the various types of angles, i.e.
acute, obtuse, and right. I also do not think they will be able to write
sentences with correct capitalization and punctuation.



Jacqui Young

From: Lynn Boyer [Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us]

Sent: Saturday, October 22, 2005 8:12 PM

To: ‘Jacqui Young'; 'Mary Nunn'

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-20 10:05:34)
For the log

----- Onginal Message---—

Ftom: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2005 9:06 AM

To: fibanez@wvde.state. wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2005-10-20 10:05:34)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32 /1. htm1?id=99643bdf80fe6c 702207 fheeaa1 08d8d
This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmatk it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.16
###################################################################
HEHHBHHRH

#

Name: Terry Keenan

Organization: HMS

Email: tkeenan@access.k12.wv.us

Title: BD Teacher

Address1: 518 Midland Trail

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Hurricane, WV 25526

Role: Teacher

Posted: 2005-10-20 10:05:34

Posted from IP: 168.216.25.187

Comments for section 126-44P-1 General

We just received notification of the chance to comment, so T hope this isn't
too late. I have always been disturbed by the fact that kids who have
learning disabilities and/or test taking problems have their academic
petformances judged by standards that are stacked against them. When all
research and studies indicate that alternative measures are needed to geta
true picture of their academic progress. I am for raising academic
expectations, but we shouldn't ignore individual differences because of
political pressure.

Comments for section 126-44P-3 Incorporation by Reference West Virginia
Extended Academic Content Standatds and Performance Descriptors -
Reading and English Language Arts Grades 3 8 and 10 - Mathematics Grades

1




3 8and 10




