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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
FOR
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY

Policy Number and Title: Policy 2520.16 Alternate Achievement Standards for West Virginia
Schools

Background:

Policy 2520.16 which defines the alternatc academic achievement standards for students with the
most significant cognitive impairments, was approved by the West Virginia Board of Education on
November 10, 2006. The recent study of the alignment of test items on the alternate assessment with
the standards gencrated the need for minor revisions to several of the standards.

Recommendations for minor revisions to the standards were received February 27, 2006 and
incorporated into the policy. Subsequently, the revised policy was available for public comment
from March 10 to April 10, 2006.

Major Revisions to Policy:

Impact: These rcvisions to standards will not appreciably affect instruction but will allow for an
appropriate alignment betwcen the test items on the alternatc assessment and the standards.

Response to Comments: During the comment period, three individuals (a superintendent, a special
education teacher and a Department staff member) submitted eight comments. Threc of the four
comments pertaining to content of the standards and corresponding examples were accepted. One
comment pertaining to a standard was not accepted as the recommendation is addressed elsewhere
in the policy.
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ALTERNATE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS v or STATE

FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.16) ~~" '

§126-44P-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- West Virginia Board of
Education 126CSR42, Policy 2510, Assuring the
Quality of Education: Regulations for Education
Programs (hercinafter Policy 2510), provides a
definition of a delivery system for, and an
assessment and accountability system for, a
thorough and efficienteducation for West Virginia
public school students. Policy2520.16 definesthe
alternate academic achievement standards across
grades 3 — 8 and 10 in reading/language arts and
in mathematics for students with the most
significantcognitivedisabilitiesand is inclusive of
existing content standards, extended standards,
and performance descriptors as required by Policy
2510.

1.2, Authority. -- W. Va. Constitution,
ArticleXIL §2, W. Va. Code §§18-2-5and 18-9A-
22.

1.3. Filing Date. -- April 14, 2006
1.4. Effective Date. -- May 15, 2006

1.5. Repeal of formerrule. -- This legislative
rule amends W.Va. §126CSR44P “Alternate
Academic Achievement Standards for West
Virginia Schools (2520.16)” filed November 14,
2005 and effective December 14, 2005.

§126-44P-2. Purpose.

2.1.  This policy defines the alternate
academic achievement standards for the program
of study required by Policy 2510 for students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities, i.e.,
those who are typically assessed with the West
Virginia Alternate Assessment,

§126-44P-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. The West Virginia Extended Academic
Content Standardsand PerformanceDescriptorsin
reading/language arts and in mathematics across
grades 3 — 8 and 10 is attached and incorporated
by reference into this policy. Copies may be
obtained in the Office of the Secretary of State and
in the West Virginia Department of Education,
Office of Special Education.

3.2.  Summary (of Alternate Academic
Achievement Standards.) The West Virginia
Board of Education has the responsibility for
cstablishing high quality educational standards for
all education programs (W.Va. Code §18-9A-22).
The alternate academic achievement standards
provide a framework for teachers of students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities to teach
skills and competencies essential for independent
living, employment,and postsecondaryeducation.
Policy2520.16 links the existing content standards
in reading/language arts and in math with the
extended standards and includes performance
descriptors that arc aligned with the extended
standards. These performancedescriptors will be
the basis for setting cut scores for the Alternate
Assessment.  The extended standards and
performance descriptors included in Policy
2520.16 are applicable for students with the most
significantcognitivedisabilities, i.e., students who
are assessed with the West Virginia Alternate
Assessment

§126-44P-4. Severability.

4.1. If any provision of this rule or the
application thereof to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of this rule.
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Foreword

The West Virginia Board of Education and the West Virginia Department of Education are pleased
to present Policy 2520.16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities.

A committee of general educators, special educators, and content specialists from across the state and
the WVYDE gathered to determine the essence of the content standardsfor reading/language arts and
for math for grades 3 — 8 and 10 so that appropriate grade level extended standards could be developed
for this population and performance descriptors could be defined. The committee’s work was guided
by the federal requirement that, for this population, the State must adopt challenging academic
achievement standards that are linked to the State’s grade-level academic content standards, promote
access to the general curriculum, and reflect professional judgment of the highest achievement
standards possible.

Throughout the process, the committee was sensitive to the requirement to include for each content
area at least three levels of achievement. They ultimately included four levels of achievement.
Descriptions of the competencies associated with each achievement level were also produced by the
committee.

The essence of the content standards, extended standards, and performance descriptorsincluded here
combine to give teachers a powerful resource for planning instruction. Identification of the essence of
the standards, derivation of the extended grade level standards that are appropriate for this group of
students and creation of grade level performance descriptors acknowledge that students acquire skills
and knowledge in increments and at different rates. The focus throughout the document remains on
keeping expectations high, acquiring mastery of skills that are essential for independent living, and
offering students with significant cognitive disabilities in West Virginia rigorous and challenging
instruction.

This policy is unique in that it combines both reading/language arts and math standards. The West
Virginia Content Standard in each of those areas for grades 3 — 8 and 10 is shown specifically and is
then followed with the essence of the standard, the extended grade level standard, and then the
performance descriptor which answers the question “How well does the student perform on the
extended standard at any given grade level?”

Steven L. Paine
State Superintendentof Schools
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Explanation of Terms

Alternate Academic Achievement Standards encompass the essence of State Content Standards, their
linked extended standards, performance levels, performance descriptorsaligned with the extended standards,
and cut scores based on these extended standards and performance descriptors. As with State Content
Standards, Alternate Academic Achievement Standards describe the level students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities must reach to achieve proficiency on the extended standards when they complete their
formal education.

Essence of the Standard is that which conveysthe same ideas, skills and content of the Standard, expressed
in simpler terms.

Extended Standards evolve from the essence of the standard, which provides linkage to the fundamental
content of the State Content Standard. This extension ensures that students with the most significantcognitive
disabilities have access to, and make progress in, the general curriculum,

Performance Descriptors describe, in narrative format, how students demonstrate achievement of the
extended standards. Four performance levels have been proposed for West Virginia’s alternate academic
achievement standards: Above Mastery, Mastery, Partial Mastcry, and Novice. Mastery is considered to
be demonstrated at Levels II1 and 1V and is identified as meeting the proficient level specified in No Child
Left Behind.

A general description of each of these categories is included below:

8 Level IV: Above Mastery
A student at this level performs complex tasks without assistance, i.c., independently.

B Level IIT: Mastery
A student at this level performs tasks without assistance and is considered progressing toward
independence.

B Level II: Partial Mastery
A student at this level performs tasks with assistance.

B ]evel I: Novice
A student at this entry level attempts to perform tasks with assistance.
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Performance Descriptors serve two functions. Instructionally,they give teachers more information about the
level of knowledge and skills they are building in their students. Performance descriptors are also used to
categorize and explain student performance on statewide assessment instruments.

Numbering of Extended Standards
The number for each extended standard is composed of five parts, each part separated by a period:
» The content area code is MA for Mathematics or RLA for Reading/Language Arts
» The grade level
*  The Content Standard number
+  The letter ES, for Extended Standard; and
* The Extended Standard number

Illustration: MA.10.1.ES.2: Mathematics, Grade 10, Standard 1, Extended Standard 2

Numbering of Performance Descriptors
The number for each group of four performance descriptors is composed of five parts, each part separated
by a period:

* The content area is MA for mathematics or RLA for Reading/Language Arts;

*  The letters PD, for Performance Descriptor;

*  The grade level,

+ The Content Standard number; and

» The Extended Standard number.

[lustration: RLA.PD.7.1.ES.1: Reading/Language Arts, Performance Descriptor, Grade 7, Standard 1,
Extended Standard 1

Unique Electronic Numbers (UENs)

Unique Electronic Numbers (or UENs) are numbers that help to electronically identify, categorize and link
specific bits of information. Once Policy 2520.16 is available on the Web, each standard, each objective, and
cach group of four performance descriptors will have a Unique Electronic Number (UEN) that will always
remain the same,

The codes printed in Policy 2520.16 form the basis of the UENS. The only additional set of numbers that will
be added to each code to formulate its UEN will be a prefix that indicates the year and month that particular
versions of Policy 2520.1 and Policy 2520.2 are approved by the State Board of Education.

The prefix for the UENS for each content area in Policy2520.16 is noted at the top of each page containing
standards, objectivesand performancedescriptors. As sectionsof2520.16 are revised, UENs will be changed
to reflect the new approval date.

UENs facilitate implementationof WV Standards into Electronic formats such as Databases and XML Files.
The WV Department of Education encourages everyone who is going to use the WV Content Standards in
any kind of electronic distribution, alignment, or software development to use the UENs so that all efforts
can be cross-referenced and there is consistency across initiatives.
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Alternate Academic Achievement Standards —~ Policy 2520.16

Alternate academic achievement standards clarify appropriate knowledge and skills in reading/language arts
and in mathematics for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. These students are assessed
with the West Virginia Alternate Assessment. The extended grade level standards distill the essence of the
three reading/language arts and five mathematics standards that are included in the West Virginia Content
Standards and then link extensions of those standards that are appropriate for this group of students.
Performance descriptors for each grade describe observable behavior that meets Novice, Partial Mastery,
Mastery and Above Mastery requirements. Cut scores based on the extended standards and their aligned
performance descriptors define the thresholds between these performance levels.

These standards, written in collaboration by special education teachers, general education teachers, and
WVDE content specialists, are based on the collective knowledgeand expertise of this group with revisions
by a statewide review team. The standards describe what students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities should be able to accomplish across grade levels in the areas of reading/language arts and
mathematics.
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FORM HD 201
(10-66)

HD NO

DRAFT NO

SUBJECT Policy 2520.16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for WV Schools FUND

FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET

(Submit 4 Copies)

SOURCE OF REVENUE: O GENERAL FUND O SPECIAL O OTHER (SPECIFY) None Required

COST OF ESTIMATE BASED ON: D AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGETBILLO OTHER (SPECIFY) _ No Funding Required

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: O AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGET BILL O OTHER (SPECIFY) ___No Funding Required

RESOLUTION NO

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS 1 AND 2 & GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER

1. ESTIMATED TOTAL $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

cosT

PERSONAL SERVICES

CURRENT EXPENSES $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS

EQUIPMENT

OTHER
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

REVENUES

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

NO FUNDING IS REQUIRED FOR THIS POLICY

DATE

4-11-06

AGENCY

West Virginia Department of Education

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

S N
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POLICY 2520.16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools

COMMENT PERIOD ENDS: April 10, 2006

COMMENT RESPONSE FORM

The following form is provided to assist those who choose to comment on Policy 2520.16: Alternate
Academic Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools. Additional sheets may be attached,
if necessary.

Name : f_f"&(,@ L’( /\Q‘{_ﬂ)b Organization: U}%&oq “!5‘}\ &J’l&&/
Title: %m Ll %’AM(ZLJE'O/) ’/{EaCMf
I ,
Street Address: 414/ ﬁﬂd/ﬂq S;,pm,yj _/A/
City: %WU/M/{ Ul}/)(ﬁ//ﬁﬂ State: M J &2 Zip:

\% Please check the box below that best describes your role.

[J School Systegn Supgtjntendent [ School System Staff [ Parent/Family
X Principal DX Teacher {1 Business/Industry

O Professional Supbéht Staff U Service Personnel [0 Community Member

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS

Extended Reading Content Standards and Performance Descriptors

7%6 Wording 15 mach Af%/e/ 76 6}(704;7&/ 0/
/Z/é’/zls and achyibes By Hhe mep Aivirse
6?@0&0} Jducabion WUUL;‘M +hat We
SQVVQ[?Q Sonpe /W%”di)
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Extended Math Content Standards and Performance Descriptors

The woml‘z()a c)ds B the m ML, of  +he
gueshm ashid. Gven clearzj Stated 9041_5"
and @xpac}m'ans, Aekigibes more ‘real™ ife

bagad -

Please direct all comments to:
Dr. Lynn Boyer
Office of Special Education
West Virginia Department of Education
Capitol Building 6, Room 304
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330
E-Mail Address: Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us
Fax No.: (304) 558-3741




Mercer County Public Schools l)m()Ritll,jk-:;,iif(lli-li?' td.D.

1403 Honaker Avenue - Princeton, West Virginia 24740 = (304) 487-15351

hirp. bocamerc k12 wa us

Lynn Boyer, Executive Director

Office of Special Education

West Virginia Department of Education
Capitol Building 6, Room 304

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, WV 25305-0330

Dear Dr. Boyer,

Enclosed please find comments regarding Policy 2520.16 from Mercer County
Public Schools.

Sincerely,

Deborah Akers, Ed. D, Superintendent




Policy 2520.16

Comments/Suggestions
Extended Reading

RLA.7.2.ES.2

Level 111 (Page 4)

EX: Select newspaper’s classified section or advertisement to plan weekly menu.
Suggestion: From two newspaper resources select the one used to plan a weekly menu.

Extended Math

MA.PD.3.3.ES.1

Level IV (page 4) :

EX: On a geoboard, model the shape of circle, square, triangle.

Suggestion: Model the shape of circle, square, triangle using two dimensional devices.

MA.3.4.ES.1 (page 4)

Classify measuring devices according to what they measure (length, weight, and
temperature)

Suggestion: Do you need the word “time” included in the types of measurements?

Typing errors:

(Page 5)

MA.PD.4.3.ES.]

Level IV

EX: #2(different size) should be (different sizes) of the same shape

(Page 7)
MA.PD.6.3.ES.1
Level IT
o Given two items, select the one with.a angle. (Change “a” to “an”)



Page 1 of 1

Jacqui Young

From: Lynn Boyer [Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us]

Sent: Monday, April 10, 2006 5:32 PM
To: ‘Robin Bolling'
Ce: ‘Jacqui Young'

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2006-04-10 16:19:50)
Importance: High

Robin
Jacqui said she has received one comment. Here is another submitted late yesterday internally after a review
of the descriptors against the extended standard.

Please take care of the documents | need to take on Wednesday for this and the other presentation at the
Board.

Lynn

----- Original Message-----

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state wv.us]

Sent: Monday, April 10, 2006 3:20 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.16 (2006-04-10 16:19:50)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r. htmI?id=6d36149f040f40ace87ee8c75e9a9d19
This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.1
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Name: Annette Carey
Organization: WVDE

Email:

Title:

Address1:

Address2:

City/State/Zip: ,

Role:

Posted: 2006-04-10 16:19:50
Posted from IP: 129.71.215.161

Comments for section Extended Reading Content Standards and Performance Descriptors

Change Extended Grade Level Standard MA.10.1.ES.1 to read:
calculate groups of numbers using four basic operations, divide a whole unit into 1/4,1/3, abd 1/2, find the
value of a combination of coins/currency.

4/11/2006




