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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
FOR

WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY

— — e

Policy Number and Title: Policy 2520.16 Alternate Achievement Standards for West Virginia
Schools

Background:

Policy 2520.16, which defines the alternate academic achievement standards for students with
the most significant cognitive impairments, was approved by the West Virginia Board of
Education on November 10, 2005. The recent study of the alignment of test items on the
alternate assessment with the standards generated the need for minor revisions to several of the
standards.

Recommendations for minor revisions to the standards were received February 27, 2006 and
incorporated into policy as shown in the attachment.

The new language will take effect following public comment and the Board’s approval of
revisions.

Major Revisions to Policy:

Page 9
RLA.3.1.ES.1 id
words or objects.

bieet categorize pictures that represent

RLA.PD.3.1.ES.1
Level IV students perform the following complex task without assistance:
Student will: '
» Recognize Categorize sight words.
EX: Play a game (e.g., Sight/Survival Word Bingo, Serabble-J& ).
EX: Concentration - matching vocabulary word with simple definition.

Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:

bieet. Categorize pictures that represent words or

EX: End-anobiectinthe-room-that-matches-the

EX: Separate a given set of pictures into winter clothing and summer clothing.
EX: Concentration-match vocabulary word to veeabulary-werd-er-picture the category.
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RLA.4.1.ES.1 recognize descriptive vocabulary words i#-peist.

Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:
Recognize descriptive vocabulary words in-print.

Page 29
RLA.4.3.ES.1 listen to and restate respond to information.

RILLA.PD.4.3.ES.1
Level IV students perform the following complex task without assistance:

Student will:

Listen to and respend-te-information exhibit comprehension.

Page 30
Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:
» Listen to and restate-information respond to information..
EX: Listen to and restate respond to a one-step direction, such as “Get out your math
book.”
EX: Listen to a short paragraph and restate-in-own-words answer questions.

Level II students perform the following with assistance:
Student will:
« Indicate Make a choice between preferred and non-preferred items.
EX: Shown two pictures, ehoose-anitemte make a choice.
EX: When told it is time to get ready for lunch, pick the lunch symbol on his/her
communication device.

Level I students attempt to perform the following with assistance:
Student will:
» Recognize Use words, pictures, gestures and/or objects to make a request.
EX: Gesture for teacher to come over.
EX: Uses a communication device to request “more” of an item or activity.

Page 34
RLA.5.1.ES.3 retell-a-simple-story summarize a simple story.

RLA.PD.5.1.ES.3
Level IV students perform the following complex task without assistance:
Student will:
» Retell Summarize a simple story and identify the main idea of the story.
EX: Read a simple story and retel summarize it in his or her own words, identifying the
main idea.




Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:
» Retel Summarize a simple story.
EX: Listen to a simple story and then retell the story in his/her own words.
EX: Retell Summarize the story while someone transcribes it.
EX: Draw a picture that describes what happened in the story.

Page 38
RLA.5.2.ES.2 identify basic-reference-materials apply information found in basic reference

manuals.

RLAPD.5.2.ES.2

Level IV students perform the following complex task without assistance:

Student will:

o Identify-and-use-referenceresources Apply information found in traditional reference

materials.
EX: When asked the definition of a word, get a dictionary, find the word and either state
the definition or write it down. |
EX: Look up information on the Internet.
EX: Locate a chapter using the Table of Contents.

Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:

. Ide&ﬂ-f—y—b&s&e—refefeﬂee-m&tefm-}s Am)lv information found in basic reference matenals

chedule to detemune what subj ect/act1v1ty 1§ next.

Page 48
RLA.6.2.ES.2 identi

~the-use-ofd select and use the correct
resource materials to complete a task.

RLAPD.6.2.ES.2

Level IV students perform the following complex task without assistance:
Student will:

. Uﬂh-zeme*ﬂee—matefml—te—eem-p}e&e—a—t-&sk Use resource matenals to plan a task.

Level I students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:

matenals to complete a task.
EX: Identify use of different resource materials during a BINGO game.




EX: Given a choice of two resources, identify the correct resource for-a-speeified and

complete the task.
EX: Tel-where-to-find-a Select cookie recipe from different resources.

Page 57

RLA.7.2.ES.2 useresource-mediato-obtain—information compare two similar resource materials
and determine which is most appropriate for a given task.

Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:

o Useresource-media-to-obtain-infommation Compare two similar resource materials and
detennme which is most am)ropnate for a mven task.

a-topie Determine whether to use

“MapQuest” or an atlas to plan tnD

EX: Take-digital pictures-of places-in-the-eommunity Select newspaper’s classified

section or advertlsement to Dlan weekly menu.
EX: z g

Page 83
MA.3.3.ES.1 iden sie-plas ; shapes-and spatial relationsh : : I
cirelertriangle ClaSSIfV basw plane geometnc shanes 1nclud1ng square, circle, tnangle and
perform spatial relationships over, under, lefi. right.

MAPD.3.3.ES.1

Level IV students perform the following complex tasks without assistance:
Student will;

» Label Model a 01rc1e, square, tnangle
EX: When :

model the shape of mrcle, square, trlangl

aid On a geoboard,

Level IIT students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:

» Name Classify a square, circle, triangle.

EX: Pointto-the-shapenamed Given circles, squares and triangles of varying sizes put
into categories.

Page 86
MA.3.4ES.1

what-they-measure. clas51fv measunng_devwes accordmg to what thev measure ( length weight,
and temperature).

Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:

classify measuring devices according to

what they measure glength, weight, and temperature[




EX: l l ) l - al l - X - lq- - %, - - l ) - .
eoﬁeet—dewee leen a ruler, Vardstlck clock and watch separatc accordmg to time and
length.

Page 97
MA.4.3.ES.]1 identify-andreplicateclassify and model basic geometric shapes including square,

circle, triangle, and rectangle.

MA.PD.4.3.ES.1
Level IV students perform the following complex task without assistance:
Student will:
o Identify similarities and differences between geometric shapes.
EX: When given two different shapes, determine how are they alike and different.
EX: When given two different size of same shape, determine attributes that are the same
(i.e., two rectangles that are different colors, size, but same shape).

Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:
» Identifyandreplicate Classify and model circle, square, rectangle, triangle.
EX: Correctly name shape when shown an Ob_] cct such as a quarter.
EX: Participateinplayine shape bingo-byco - ct-shape-when-called Put shapes
into categories accordlng to attrlbute
EX: Given-the-shape;-draw Draw the shape.

Page 103
MA.4.4.ES.3 identify values of coins and determine relative value.
MA.PD.4.4ES.3

Level IV students perform the following complex task without assistance:
Student will:
o Identify mixed coins by values and order by relative worth.
EX: Given pile of mixed coins, find the coin said by picking it up; and-thesn indicate its

value and place in order according to worth.

Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:
» Identify values of coins and determine relative value.
EX When shown a penny, 1nd1cate 1t is worth one cent; nickel /five cents.-and-nickek

Page 111
MA.5.3.ES.1 match three-dimensional Ob_]CCtS (cube sphere pyram1d) to their correspondmg

plane shapes (square, circle, triangle)-




MA.PD.5.3.ES.1
Level IV students perform the following complex task without assistance:
Student will:
¢ Describe the attributes of plane-and three-dimensional shapes.
EX: Count the number of points on a given shape.

Level III students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:

» A £ hraa aal_ta aRat-shanes—to ha

ape Classify three-

dimensional objects (cube, sphere, pyramid).
EX: Shewna-squarerplace-cube-with-it Given three dimensional objects/shapes, sort into
correct categories.

EX: Given a circle, pick out sphere.

Level I1 students perform the following with assistance:
Student will:
o Sort three-dimensional plane shapes.
EX: Given a pile of three-dimensional and-plane shapes, sort-plane-fromthree-
dimenstonal match similar shapes.
EX: Put shapes in brown bag. Reach in and name shape being pulled out as three-
dimensional or plane.

Level I students attempt to perform the following with assistance:
Student will:
» Recognize three-dimensional geometric shapes as-plane-or-three-dimensional.
EX+—Teacher will ask to show me the three-dimensional shapes-Roint-to-the-shape-when
prompted:

Page 124
MA.6.3.ES.1 recognize and replicate right and obtuse angles.

MA.PD.6.3.ES.1
Level IV students perform the following complex tasks without assistance:
Student will:
« Select pictorial representations of objects with right and obtuse angles.
EX: Find pictures in a magazine that have right and obtuse angles.
o Draw a right and obtuse angle.
EX: Given draft paper, draw a right angle.

Level 1I students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:
» Recognize and replicate right and obtuse angles.
EX: Identify right and obtuse angles in the environment.




EX: Replicate a right and obtuse angle by using a piece of string.

Level II students perform the following with assistance:
Student will:
« Given two items, select the one with a angle.
EX: Given a ball and a book, identify the book as having angles.
» Trace a right angle or an obtuse angle.
EX: Given a model of a right angle, trace the angle with a finger, crayon, or other writing
tool.

Level I students attempt to perform the following with assistance:
Student will:

» Match three-dimensional-shapes angles.
EX: Given a set-of blocks-mutch-similarshapes-model, find the one that matches.

Page 164
MA.10.2.ES.1 solve problems using algebraic symbols (<, >, =)-use-algebraic-symbels{< =)
to-compare-two-sets:

MA.PD.10.2.ES.1
Level IV students perform the following complex tasks without assistance:
Student will:

« Demonstrate the concepts of greater than, less than, and equal to when dealing with
money.
EX: Go to the grocery store determine if there is enough money or if the item will cost
more than amount of money.

Level III students perform without assistance the following
Student will:

o Use algebraic symbols (<, >, =) to compare two sets.
EX: Recognize that a dime is less than a quarter; a nickel is less than a dime, etc.
Page 167
MA.10.3.ES.1 solve problems involving spatial relat10nsh1ps (geometrlc shapes forms and
ﬁgures L.e. pomts 11nes angles, and shapes) pse-Spatio 3 2




Level ITI students perform the following without assistance:
Student will:

Identify lines-and-points-on-a-grid. Use spatial relationships (geometric shapes, forms and
figures, i.e. points, lines, angles, and shapes) to solve problems.

l | rolations insehoolsetting

EX: Identify which items will fit in designated container shapes (locker, desk, backpack
some items need to be turned in order to fit through a space).

EX: Use a map to determine most direct route to a given location.

Impact: These revisions to standards will not appreciably affect instruction but will allow for an
appropriate alignment between the test items on the alternate assessment and the standards.




126CSR44P

=1 ED

TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE

BOARD OF EDUCATION 00 MAR 10 P 1222

SERIES 44P or WEST vmam A

ALTERNATE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT ST

SARY OF STAT

FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.16)

§126-44P-1. General,

1.1. Scope. -- West Virginia Board of
Education 126CSR42, Policy 2510, Assuring the
Quality of Education: Regulations for Education
Programs (hereinafter Policy 2510), provides a
definition of a delivery system for, and an
assessment and accountability system for, a
thorough and efficient education for West Virginia
public school students. Policy 2520.16 defines the
alternate academic achievement standards across
grades 3 — 8 and 10 in reading/language arts and
in mathematics for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities and is inclusive of
existing content standards, extended standards,

and performance descriptors as required by Policy
2510. '

1.2, Authority. -- W, Va. Constitution,
Article XTI, §2, W. Va. Code §§18-2-5 and 18-9A-
22.

1.3. Filing Date, -- Nevembert+4—2605-
1.4. Effective Date. - Pecember 42605

1.5. Repeal of former rule. -- Nome—Fhis-ts

amew-rute: This legislative rule amends W.Va.
§126CSR44P “Alternate Academic Achievement

Standards for West Virginia Schools (2520.16)”
filed November 14. 2005 and effective December
14, 2005.

§126-44P-2. Purpose.

2,1. This policy defines the alternate
academic achievement standards for the program
of study required by Policy 2510 for students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities, i.c.,
those who are typically assessed with the West
Virginia Alternate Assessment.

§126-44P-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. The West Virginia Extended Academic
Content Standards and Performance Descriptors in
reading/language arts and in mathematics across
grades 3 — 8 and 10 is attached and incorporated
by reference into this policy. Copies may be
obtained in the Office of the Secretary of State and
in the West Virginia Department of Education,
Office of Special Education.

3.2,  Summary (of Alternate Academic
Achievement Standards.) The West Virginia
Board of Education has the responsibility for
establishing high quality educational standards for
all education programs (W.Va. Code §18-9A-22),
The alternate academic achievement standards
provide a framework for teachers of students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities to teach
skills and competencies essential for independent
living, employment, and postsecondary education.
Policy 2520.16 links the existing content standards
in reading/language arts and in math with the
extended standards and includes performance
descriptors that are aligned with the extended
standards. These performance descriptors will be
the basis for setting cut scores for the Alternate
Assessment.  The extended standards and
performance descriptors included in Policy
2520.16 are applicable for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities, i.e., students who
are assessed with the West Virginia Alternate
Assessment

§126-44P-4. Severability.

4.1. If any provision of this rule or the
application thereof to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of this rule.
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West Virginia Extended Academic Content Standards
and Performance Descriptors
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Reading and English Language Arts and Mathematics
Grades3 -8 and 10




126CSR44P

Table of Contents
Page
Foreword
Explanation of Terms
Extended Reading Content Standards and Performance Descriptors
Grade Three 1
Grade Four 11
Grade Five 21
Grade Six 30
Grade Seven 38
Grade Eight 46
Grade Ten 53
Extended Mathematics Content Standards and Performance Descriptors
Grade Three 63
Grade Four 76
Grade Five 91
Grade Six 103
Grade Seven 116
Grade Eight 132
Grade Ten 147




126CSR44P

Foreword

The West Virginia Board of Education and the West Virginia Department of Education are pleased
to present Policy 2520.16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities.

A committee of general educators, special educators, and content specialists from across the state and
the WVDE gathered to determine the essence of the content standards for reading/language arts and
for math for grades 3 — 8 and 10 so that appropriate grade level extended standards could be developed
for this population and performance descriptors could be defined. The committee’s work was guided
by the federal requirement that, for this population, the State must adopt challenging academic
achievement standards that are linked to the State’s grade-level academic content standards, promote
access to the general curriculum, and reflect professional judgment of the highest achievement
standards possible.

Throughout the process, the committee was sensitive to the requirement to include for each content
area at least three levels of achievement. They ultimately included four levels of achievement.
Descriptions of the competencies associated with each achievement level were also produced by the
committee.

The essence of the content standards, extended standards, and performance descriptors included here
combine to give teachers a powerful resource for planning instruction. Identification of the essence of
the standards, derivation of the extended grade level standards that are appropriate for this group of
students and creation of grade level performance descriptors acknowledge that students acquire skills
and knowledge in increments and at different rates. The focus throughout the document remains on
Keeping expectations high, acquiring mastery of skills that are essential for independent living, and
offering students with significant cognitive disabilities in West Virginia rigorous and challenging
instruction.

This policy is unique in that it combines both reading/language arts and math standards. The West
Virginia Content Standard in each of those areas for grades 3 — 8 and 10 is shown specifically and is
then followed with the essence of the standard, the extended grade level standard, and then the
performance descriptor which answers the question “How well does the student perform on the
extended standard at any given grade level?”

Steven L. Paine
State Superintendent of Schools
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Explanation of Terms

Alternate Academic Achievement Standards encompass the essence of State Content Standards, their
linked extended standards, performance levels, performance descriptors aligned with the extended standards,
and cut scores based on these extended standards and performance descriptors. As with State Content
Standards, Altemate Academic Achievement Standards describe the level students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities must reach to achieve proficiency on the extended standards when they complete their
formal education.

Essence of the Standard is that which conveys the same ideas, skills and content of the Standard, expressed
in simpler terms.

Extended Standards evolve from the essence of the standard, which provides linkage to the fundamental
content of the State Content Standard. This extension ensures that students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities have access to, and make progress in, the general curriculum,

Performance Descriptors describe, in narrative format, how students demonstrate achievement of the
extended standards. Four performance levels have been proposed for West Virginia’s alternate academic
achievement standards: Above Mastery, Mastery, Partial Mastery, and Novice. Mastery is considered to
be demonstrated at Levels III and IV and is identified as meeting the proficient level specified in No Child
Left Behind.

A general description of each of these categories is included below:

B  Level IV: Above Mastery
A student at this level performs complex tasks without assistance, i.e., independently.

B Level III: Mastery
A student at this level performs tasks without assistance and is considered progressing toward
independence.

B Level II: Partial Mastery
A student at this level performs tasks with assistance.

B  Level I: Novice
A student at this entry level attempts to perform tasks with assistance.
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Performance Descriptors serve two functions. Instructionally, they give teachers more information about the
level of knowledge and skills they are building in their students. Performance descriptors are also used to
categorize and explain student performance on statewide assessment instruments.

Numbering of Extended Standards

The number for each extended standard is composed of five parts, each part separated by a period:
The content area code is MA for Mathematics or RLA for Reading/Language Arts

The grade level

The Content Standard number

The letter ES, for Extended Standard; and

* The Extended Standard number

Niustration: MA.10.1.ES.2: Mathematics, Grade 10, Standard 1, Extended Standard 2

Numbering of Performance Descriptors
The number for each group of four performance descriptors is composed of five parts, each part separated
by a period:

* The content area is MA for mathematics or RLA for Reading/Language Arts;

*  The letters PD, for Performance Descriptor;

*  The grade level,

¢ The Content Standard number; and

* The Extended Standard number.

Nlustration: RLA.PD.7.1.ES.1: Reading/Language Arts, Performance Descriptor, Grade 7, Standard 1,
Extended Standard 1

Unique Electronic Numbers (UENs)

Unique Electronic Numbers (or UENSs) are numbers that help to electronically identify, categorize and link
specific bits of information. Once Policy 2520.16 is available on the Web, each standard, each objective, and
each group of four performance descriptors will have a Unique Electronic Number (UEN) that will always
remain the same.

The codes printed in Policy 2520.16 form the basis of the UENSs. The only additional set of numbers that will
be added to each code to formulate its UEN will be a prefix that indicates the year and month that particular
versions of Policy 2520.1 and Policy 2520.2 are approved by the State Board of Education.

The prefix for the UENSs for each content area in Policy 2520.16 is noted at the top of each page containing
standards, objectives and performance descriptors. As sections of 2520.16 are revised, UENs will be changed
to reflect the new approval date.

UENs facilitate implementation of WV Standards into Electronic formats such as Databases and XML Files.
The WV Department of Education encourages everyone who is going to use the WV Content Standards in
any kind of electronic distribution, alignment, or software development to use the UENSs so that all efforts
can be cross-referenced and there is consistency across initiatives.

Alternate Academic Achievement Standards — Policy 2520.16
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Alternate academic achievement standards clarify appropriate knowledge and skills in reading/language arts

and in mathematics for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. These students are assessed
with the West Virginia Alternate Assessment. The extended grade level standards distill the essence of the
three reading/language arts and five mathematics standards that are included in the West Virginia Content
Standards and then link extensions of those standards that are appropriate for this group of students.
Performance descriptors for each grade describe observable behavior that meets Novice, Partial Mastery,
Mastery and Above Mastery requirements. Cut scores based on the extended standards and their aligned
performance descriptors define the thresholds between these performance levels.

These standards, written in collaboration by special education teachers, general education teachers, and
WYVDE content specialists, are based on the collective knowledge and expertise of this group with revisions
by a statewide review team. The standards describe what students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities should be able to accomplish across grade levels in the areas of reading/language arts and
mathematics.
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FisFORM HD 201

(10-66)
FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET
(Submit 4 Copies)
HD NO DRAFT NO BILL NO RESOLUTION NO
SUBJECT _Policy 2520.16 Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for WV Schools FUND

SOURCE OF REVENUE: O GENERAL FUND O SPECIAL O OTHER (SPECIFY) —

COST OF ESTIMATE BASED ON: O AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGET BiLL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: O AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE 00 BUDGET BILL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS 1 AND 2 & GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT

ANNIIA FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER

1. ESTIMATED TOTAL $ 5 $ $ 0 $ 0

COST

PERSONAL SERVICES $ $ ] $ 0 $ 0

CURRENT EXPENSES

REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS

EQUIPMENT

OTHER
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL 3 ] Not Applicable Not Applicable Not Applicable

REVENUES

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

DATE AGENCY KEPRESENTATIVE
March 10, 2006 West Virginia Department of Education ——
‘ﬁ.\‘
FORM HD 201 .

(10-66)
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POLICY 2520.16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools

COMMENT PERIOD ENDS: April 10, 2006

COMMENT RESPONSE FORM

The following form is provided to assist those who choose to comment on Policy 2520.16: Alternate
Academic Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools. Additional sheets may be attached,
if necessary.

Name : Organization:

Title:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip: .

Please check the box below that best describes your role.

1 School System Superintendent [ School System Staff U] Parent/Family

- Principal [ Teacher [ Business/Industry
[ Professional Support Staff {J Service Personnel [0 Community Member
COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS

Extended Reading Content Standards and Performance Descriptors




126CSR44P

Extended Math Content Standards and Performance Descriptors

Please direct all comments to:
Dr. Lynn Boyer
Office of Special Education

West Virginia Department of Education

Capitol Building 6, Room 304

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330

E-Mail Address: Iboyer@access.k12.wv.us
Fax No.: (304) 558-3741




