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NOTICE OF AGENCY ADOPTION OF A PROCEDURAL OR INTERPRETIVE RULE
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TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards

for West Virginia Schools (2520.16)

[F NO, SERIES NUMBER OF NEW RULE BEING PROPOSED:

TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS RULE IS April 18, 2007

)

&

ack McClanahan
eputy State Superintendent of Schools




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 2520.16
ALTERNATE ACADEMIC STANDARDS

FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Policy Number and Title:

Policy 2520.16 Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools

Background:

West Virginia Board of Education 126CSR42, Policy 2510, Assuring the Quality of Education:
Regulations for Education Programs (hereinafter Policy 2510), provides a definition of a delivery
system for, and an assessment and accountability system for, a thorough and efficient education
for West Virginia public school students. Policy 2520.16 defines the alternate academic
achievement standards across grades 3 — 8 and 10 in reading/language arts and in mathematics
and science for grades 3 — 8 and 10 and 11 for students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities and is inclusive of existing content standards, extended standards, and performance
descriptors as required by Policy 2510.

Proposals:

Policy 2520.16 is being revised to include Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AAAS)
in science. The current policy includes AAAS for reading/language arts and math. The addition
of AAAS in science is required in order for the WVDE to continue to be in compliance with US
Department of Education requirements. The population of students being instructed with AAAS
represents the approximately 1% of students in West Virginia whose learning profiles require
that they be assessed with the Alternate Assessment. No Child Left Behind requires that, for this
population, the State must adopt challenging academic achievement standards that are linked to
the State’s grade-level academic content standards, promote access to the general curriculum,
and reflect professional judgment of the highest achievement standards possible.

The AAAS provide the essence of the science standards, extended standards to be used for
instruction and assessment, and performance level descriptors. The focus throughout the
standards remains on keeping expectations high, acquiring mastery of skills that are essential for
independent living, and offering students with significant cognitive disabilities in West Virginia
rigorous and challenging instruction.

Impact:

Policy 2520.16 currently defines the alternate academic achievement standards in
reading/language arts and mathematics across grades 3-8 and 10. This revision includes AAAS
in science and is required in order for the WVDE to continue to be in compliance with US
Department of Education requirements.




Response to Comments:

The alternate academic achievement standards in science received 3 comments. We have made
revisions based on one of the comments. The comment log is attached.
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TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE VR e,
BOARD OF EDUCATION (éégﬁﬁtT;\gYOF IISuTJ/'S{\TJf;f}‘
SERIES 44P

ALTERNATE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS
FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.16)

§126-44P-1. General.

1.1. Scope. West Virginia Board of Education 126CSR42, Policy 2510, Assuring
the Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs (hereinafter Policy 2510),
provides a definition of a delivery system for, and an assessment and accountability
system for, a thorough and efficient education for West Virginia public school students.
Policy 2520.16 defines the alternate academic achievement standards across grades 3
— 8 and 10 in reading/language arts and in mathematics and science for grades 3 — 8
and 10 and 11 for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities and is inclusive
of existing content standards, extended standards, and performance descriptors as
required by Policy 2510.

1.2. Authority. W. Va. Constitution, Article XII, §2, W. Va. Code §18-2-5 and §18-9A-22.
1.3. Filing Date. March 19, 2007.

1.4, Effective Date. April 18, 2007.

1.5. Repeal of former rule. This legislative rule amends W. Va. 126CSR44P,
West Virginia Board Policy 2520.16, Alternate “Academic Achievement Standards for
West Virginia Schools” filed November 14, 2005 and effective December 14, 2005.

§126-44P-2. Purpose.

2.1. This policy defines the alternate academic achievement standards for the program of study
required by Policy 2510 for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, i.e., those who are
typically assessed with the West Virginia Alternate Assessment.

§126-44P-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. The West Virginia Extended Academic Content Standards and Performance
Descriptors in reading/language arts and in mathematics across grades 3 — 8 and 10
and science across grades 3 — 8 and 10 and 11 is attached and incorporated by
reference into this policy. Copies may be obtained in the Office of the Secretary of
State and in the West Virginia Department of Education.

3.2. Summary (of Alternate Academic Achievement Standards.) The West Virginia Board of
Education has the responsibility for establishing high quality educational standards for all education
programs (W.Va. Code §18-9A-22). The alternate academic achievement standards provide a framework
for teachers of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to teach skills and competencies

I
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essential for independent living, employment, and postsecondary education. Policy 2520.16 links the
existing content standards in reading/language arts, in math and in science with the extended standards
and includes performance descriptors that are aligned with the extended standards. These performance
descriptors will be the basis for setting cut scores for the Alternate Assessment. The extended standards
and performance descriptors included in Policy 2520.16 are applicable for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities, i.e., students who are assessed with the West Virginia Alternate
Performance Task Assessment

§126-44P-4. Severability.

4.1. If any provision of this rule or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
applications of this rule.
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Annette Carey

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Friday, February 09, 2007 2:18 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state. wv.us; acarey@access k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 25610.16 (2007-02-09 14:17:41)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r. html?id=c997¢c7¢2902df3436c4e2506a911ebe2

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2510.16
FERHHH S B H R R R R R R S H SRR R H H B R R R
Name: Sandy Furbee

Organization: Marion County Schools
Email: sandyfurbee@aol.com

Title: SpEd Teacher

Addressl: Route 1 Box 37

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Metz, , WV 26585
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2007-02-09 14:17:41

Posted from IP: 168.216.255.144

Comments for section Extended Science Grades 3 - 8 and 10 and 11 Content Standards and
Achievement Descriptors

SC.PD.CB.1.ES.1, 2, 3 Grade 10 Performance Descriptors and SC.CC.1.ES8.1 and 2 Grade 11
Performance Descriptors include activities and equipment not found in traditional Special
Education classrooms and will present a significant dollar investment. These materials
include beakers, graduated cylinders, safety aprons, goggles, bunsen burners, beakers, hot
hands, hot plate, microwave, microscopes, magnifying glass, slides, xray pictures, pan
balance, triple beam balance, electronic balance, stopwatch. In some activities,

pictures of these items might suffice it is unlikely that this group of learners would
gain any functional knowledge without the real world items. Additionally, Regular
Education teachers are unlikely to 'loan' these items that are breakable, expensive and
hard to replace. Finally, please remember that it has been determined by IEP committee
that these students can not achieve progress in most academic goals in the regular
education environment even with su!

pplemental aids and modification. While I strongly agree that students will benefit from
grade level activities for these Science goals,I fear that access to materials will
present a significant road block to implementation.




Annette Carey

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2007 11:09 AM

To: fibanez@wvde.state. wv.us; acarey@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2510.16 (2007-01-25 11:08:45)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r. html?id=c997c7¢c2902df3436c4e2506a911ebe2

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2510.16
FHHHEHHHEHHEHHEEHHEEEHEES R R S R R H R R R
Name: Stephanie Lyon

Organization: Cabell County Schools
Email: stephanielyonmes@hotmail.com
Title: Autism Teacher

Addressl: 3033 Bradley Road
Address2:

City/State/Zip: Huntington, WV 25704
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2007-01-25 11:08:45

Posted from IP: 168.216.107.120

Comments for section Extended Science Grades 3 - 8 and 10 and 11 Content Standards and
Achievement Descriptors

I like the idea of extended standards, however, I really wish that there were standards
for all grades, not just the grades that take alternate assessment. We have kides that are
K-2 especially who need standards and there aren't any. Sometimes, especially with lower
functioning students, even the grade level standards modified are still too much. There
need to be standards for every grade, or standards for different degrees of disabilities.
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POLICY 2520.16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards
for West Virginia Schools

COMMENT PERIOD ENDS: February 12, 2007

COMMENT RESPONSE FORM

The following form is provided to assist those who choose to comment on Policy 2520.16: Alternate
Academic Achievement Standards in science for West Virginia Schools. Additional sheets may be
attached, if necessary.

Name : Deena Young Organization: RESA'V

Title: Special Education Director

Street Address: 2507 Ninth Avenue

City: Parkersburg State: WV Zip: 26101

Please check the box below that best describes your role.

O School System Superintendent [1 School System Staff O Parent/Family
O Principal O Teacher [J Business/Industry
X Professional Support Staff [ Service Personnel O Community Member

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS

Extended Science Grades 3 - 8 and 10 and 11 Content Standards and Achievement
Descriptors

Page 1. 3.1.ES.1 and Levels I - IV change the word instruments to tool.

Page 1. Level III second EX change the word above to items

Page 1. Delete example and add: show how to use the provided tool.

Page 24. 5.2.ES.1 remove the words “animals to” and change the word survive to
“survival” and change Level I1I to reflect change.

Page 33 Level II can “an”to “a”

Page 43 Level IV second example add the word “will” after pollution

Page 63 Level IV change first example to read: “use the computer to communicate to a
classmate”
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Please direct all comments to:

Annette Carey
Office of Instruction

West Virginia Department of Education

Capitol Building 6, Room 304

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330

E-Mail Address: acarey@access.k12.wv.us
Fax No.: (304) 558-3741




