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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 2520.16
ALTERNATE ACADEMIC STANDARDS
FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Policy Number and Title:

Policy 2520.16 Altermate Academic Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools

Background:

West Virginia Board of Education 126CSR42, Policy 2510, Assuring the Quality of Education:
Regulations for Education Programs (hereinafter Policy 2510), provides a definition of a
delivery system for, and an assessment and accountability system for, a thorough and efficient
education for West Virginia public school students. Policy 2520.16 Alternate Academic
Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools defines the alternate academic achievement
standards across grades 3 — 8 and 10 in reading/language arts and in mathematics and science for
grades 3 — 8 and 10 and 11 for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.
Consistent with the adoption of Policy 2520.1: 2/* Century Reading and English Language Arts
and Policy 2520.2: Mathematics, effective July 1, 2008, and the inclusion of grade 11 in the
accountability system, this policy incorporates content standards, extended standards and
performance descriptors as required by Policy 2510.

Proposals:

Policy 2520.16 has been revised to include linkage with the State’s new grade-level academic
content standard and objectives (Policy 2520.1 and Policy 2520.2) and to extend the linkage to
grade 11 in accordance with Policy 2510. The alternate academic achievement standards
(AAAS) for science originally were completed utilizing the grade-level academic content
standards in effect July 1, 2008. The population of students being instructed with AAAS
represents the approximately one percent of students in West Virginia with significant cognitive
Impairments whose learning profiles require that they be assessed with the Alternate Assessment.

The No Child Left Behind requires for the State adopt for this population challenging academic
achievement standards that are linked to the State’s grade-level academic content standards,
promote access to the general curriculum and reflect professional judgment of the highest
achievement standards possible. The AAAS provide the essence of the reading/language arts,
mathematics and science standards, extended standards to be used for instruction and assessment
and performance level descriptors. The focus throughout the standards remains on keeping
expectations high, acquiring mastery of skills that are essential for independent living and
offering students with significant cognitive disabilities in West Virginia rigorous and challenging
instruction.




Impact:

Policy 2520.16 defines the alternate academic achievement standards in reading/language arts
and mathematics across grades 3-8 and 10 and science across grades 3 — 8 and 10 and 11. This
revision replaces the grade-level objectives with the content standards and objectives of Policy
2520.1 and 2520.2, effective July 1, 2008, and extends linkage to grade 11 in reading language
arts and mathematics. This is required to ensure compliance with U.S. Department of Education
requirements for quality standards and assessment.

Response to Comments:

One comment was received during the comment period. The comment questioned Level I and 11
Performance Descriptors, in that allowing assistance to the student could create low expectations.
No changes to the policy are recommended as a result of the comment received. Performance
Descriptors have been approved previously by the West Virginia Board of Education and has
been reviewed by the U.S. Department of Education. The comment was received from an
assistant professor at an institute of higher education.
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TITLE 126 il g
LEGISLATIVE RULE .
BOARD OF EDUCATION i
S
SERIES 44P
ALTERNATE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS
FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.16)

§126-44P-1. General.

1.1. Scope. West Virginia Board of Education 126CSR42, Policy 2510, Assuring
the Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs (hereinafter Policy 2510),
provides a definition of a delivery system for, and an assessment and accountability
system for, a thorough and efficient education for West Virginia public school students.
Policy 2520.16 defines the alternate academic achievement standards across grades
3 — 8 and 11 in reading/language arts and in mathematics and science for grades 3 — 8
and 10 and 11 for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities and is inclusive
of existing content standards, extended standards, and performance descriptors as
required by Policy 2510.

1.2. Authority. W. Va. Constitution, Article XIlI, §2, W. Va. Code §18-2-5 and
§18-9A-22.

1.3. Filing Date. - July 11, 2008.
1.4. Effective Date. - August 11, 2008.

1.5. Repeal of former rule. This legislative rule repeals and replaces W. Va.
126CSR44P, West Virginia Board Policy 2520.16, Alternate Academic Achievement
Standards for West Virginia Schools filed March 19, 2007 and effective April 18, 2007.

§126-44P-2. Purpose.

2.1. This policy defines the alternate academic achievement standards for the
program of study required by Policy 2510 for students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities, i.e., those who are typically assessed with the West Virginia Alternate
Assessment.

§126-44P-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. The West Virginia Extended Academic Content Standards and Performance
Descriptors in reading/language arts and in mathematics across grades 3 — 8 and 11
and science across grades 3 — 8 and 10 and 11 is attached and incorporated by
reference into this policy. Copies may be obtained in the Office of the Secretary of
State and in the West Virginia Department of Education.




126 CSR44P

3.2. Summary (of Alternate Academic Achievement Standards.) The West
Virginia Board of Education has the responsibility for establishing high quality
educational standards for all education programs (W.Va. Code §18-9A-22). The
alternate academic achievement standards provide a framework for teachers of
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to teach skills and competencies
essential for independent living, employment, and postsecondary education. Policy
2520.16 links the existing content standards in reading/language arts, in math and in
science with the extended standards and includes performance descriptors that are
aligned with the extended standards. These performance descriptors are the basis for
cut scores for the Alternate Assessment. The extended standards and performance
descriptors included in Policy 2520.16 are applicable for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities, i.e., students who are assessed with the West Virginia
Alternate Performance Task Assessment

§126-44P-4. Severability.

4.1. If any provision of this rule or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
applications of this rule.
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FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title: W. Va. 126CSR44P Policy 2;20. 16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards
for West Virginia Schools

Type of Rule: X Legislative [] Interpretive L] Procedural
Agency: West Virginia Board of Education

Address: Capitol Building 6, Room 304
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Phone Number: (304) 558-2696 Email: acarey@access.k12.wv.us

e ]
Fiscal Note Summary

Summarize in a clear and concise manner what impact this measure
will have on costs and revenues of state government.

&

-/
The proposed repeal and replacement of W. Va. 126CSR44P Policy 2420. 16: Alternate
Academic Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools will not impact state costs or
revenues.

Fiscal Note Detail
Show over-all effect in Item 1 and 2 and, in Item 3, give an explanation of
Breakdown by fiscal year, including long-range effect.

FISCAL YEAR
Effect of Proposal Current Next Fiscal Year
Increase/Decrease Increase/Decrease (Upon Full Implementation)
(use”-*) (use”-)

1. Estimated Total Cost 0 0 0
Personal Services 0 0 0
Current Expenses 0 0 0

Repairs & Alterations 0 0 0

Assets 0 0 0

Other 0 0 0

2. Estimated Total 0 0 0
Revenues 5

Rule Title: W. Va. 126CSR44P Policy 2420. 16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards
for West Virginia Schools




Rule Title: W. Va. 126CSR44P Policy 520. 16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards
for West Virginia Schools

3. Explanation of above estimates (including long-range effect);
Please include any increase or decrease in fees in your estimated total revenues.

Vs

=/
The proposed repeal and replacement of W. Va. 126CSR44P Policy 24£20. 16: Alternate
Academic Achievement Standards for West Virginia Schools will not impact state costs or
revenues.

MEMORANDUM

Please identify any areas of vagueness, technical defects, reasons the proposed rule
would not have a fiscal impact, and/or any special issues not captured elsewhere on this form.

r
W. Va. 126CSR44P Policy 2420. 16: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for West
Virginia Schools defines the alternate academic achievement standards for instruction and
assessment of students with significant cognitive disabilities. The policy aligns with the West
Virginia Content Standards and Objectives (CSOs) for reading language arts, mathematics
and science. The reading language arts and mathematics CSOs formerly in this policy are
being replaced with new 21% Century CSOs for reading and language arts effective July 1,
2008 to maintain consistency in state policies.

d Representative Date

vppof
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