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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
FOR

WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 2520.11
21°T CENTURY THEATRE CONTENT STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES
FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

U

Policy Number and Title: West Virginia Board Of Education Policy 2520.11: 21" Century Theatre
Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools.

Background: Policy 2520.11 defines the content standards and objectives for theatre as required by
2310 and establishes a standardized format for such.

» The original effective date of Policy 2520 (Instructional Goals and Objcctives for West Virginia
Schools) was July 1997,

e The West Virginia Board of Education approved initial work on content standards Mathematics,
Reading and English Language Arts, Science and Social Studies in December 2001. In January
2003, content standards for theatre were place on comment until March 10, 2003. The version
placed on comment created a separate policy for theatre.

¢ Policy 2520.11 was filed on May 8, 2003 and became effective July 1, 2003.

Major Revisions or Reasons for New Policy: A repeal and replace of Policy 2520.11 is being
recommended due to the format changes. '

* The major revision made to Policy 2520.11 is the alignment of theatre skills with 21* century
learning skills. Upper level theatre courses require the serious theatre student to step into the
workplace in a mentoring or job shadowing program.

* An equally major revision made in Policy 2520.11 is the integration of three standards into one
new standard, Standard 5: Making Meaning through Connections. The new standard combines
the following:

Old Standard 5: Researching
Old Standard 6: Comparing and Integrating

- Old Standard 7: Analyzing and Constructing Meaning
Old Standard 8: Understanding Context

¢ The policy’s revisions have been changed to reflect current philosophies in teaching theatre.
While production and performance are still important, the emphasis is placed on the process of
creating theatre and the learning that takes place as a result of that process.

* A plossary is offered.
Impact;

* Aligning the theatre CSOs with the 21*! century learning skills placed new emphasis on
skills that are particularly demanded in the content area of theatre: collaboration,
creativity and innovation; communication skills; personal responsibility; adaptability; self-
direction; and problem-solving skills. Upper level theatre courses align better prepare the
serious theatre student for the 21 century workplace.

¢ The creation of the new standard, Standard 5, requires students to construct meaning by
analyzing, comparing, critiquing and integrating concepts from theatre and other arts
forms from a variety of contexts and cultures. The new standard better addresses the
21® century skills. The new standard emphasizes building better connections with the




community — embracing people skills, ethics, and the life skill of social responsibility.

The revisions that reflect current philosophies in teaching theatre are more practical for
the theatre student in the 21% century. In preparing students for the 21% century
workplace and environment, process is just as important as product, and in some cases
even more so.

The glossary, to be made available and accessible to all teachers, provides clarity and
better serves the needs of the users.

Students will be better prepared for success on national assessments, in postgraduate
studies and in the workplace of the 21%' century.

Students will acquire a higher level of critical thinking and problem solving skills needed
for success in post graduate studies and the workplace of the 21% century.

The revised format will better enable West Virginia educators to focus instruction on the
approved C80s.

Response to Comments:

There was one comment directly addressing Policy 2520.11 (Theatre) and one comment
made addressing theatre teacher certification within a comment addressed to Policy
2520.10 (Music).

The comment that directly addressed the theatre CSOs was concerned mainly with four
areas: the ambitious goals and objectives; the undue emphasis on measurement; the
undue emphasis on the more refined cognitive skills at each level; and the broad range
of implementation at the county levels. Since the committee’s revision was based on the
need to align the CSOs with the 21 century skills and to encourage rigor and richness,
no action was considered necessary as a result of the comment,

The comment that indirectly addressed the theatre CSOs was concerned with teacher
certification in the performing arts. Since this comment’s issue is certification and not
curriculum, no action was considered necessary.
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TITLE 126
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215" CENTURY THEATRE CONTENT STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES ERK
WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.11)

§126-44K-1. General.

1.1. Scope. - W. Va. 126CSR42, West Virginia Board of Education Policy 2510,
Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs (Policy 2510), provides
a definition of a delivery system for, and an assessment and accountability systems for, a
thorough and efficient education for West Virginia public school students. Policy 2520.11
defines the content standards (or instructional goals) and objectives for theatre as required by
W. Va. 126CSR42 (Policy 2510).

1.2 Authority. -- W. Va. Constitution, Article XIi, §2, W. Va. Code §18-2-5 and §18-9A-
22.

1.3 Filing Date. -- March 16, 2007.
1.4 Effective Date. -- July 1, 2008.

1.5 Repeal of former rule. -- This legislative rule repeals and replaces W. Va.
126CSR44K, West Virginia Board of Education Policy 2520.11, “Theatre Content Standards and
Objective for West Virginia Schools” filed May 8, 2003 and effective July 1, 2003.

§126-44K-2. Purpose.

2.1. This policy defines the content standards (or instructional goals) and objectives for
the program of study required by Policy 2510 in theatre education.

§126-44K-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. A copy of 21* Century Theatre Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia
Schools is attached and incorporated by reference into this policy. Copies may be obtained in
the Office of the Secretary of State and in the West Virginia Department of Education, Office of
Instruction.

§126-44K-4. Summary of the Content Standards and Objectives.

4.1. The West Virginia Board of Education has the responsibility for establishing high
quality standards pertaining to all educational standards pertaining to all education programs
(W. Va. Code §18-9A-22). The content standards and objectives provide a focus for teachers to
teach and students to learn those skills and competencies essential for future success in the
workplace and further education. The document includes content standards for theatre, an
explanation of terms; objectives that reflect a rigorous and challenging curriculum; and
performance descriptors.
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FORM HD 201

(10-66)
FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET
(Submit 4 Copies)
HD NO DRAFT NO BILLNO _____ RESOLUTIONNO
SUBJECT _State Board Policy 2520.11: 212 Century Theatre Content Standards and Obijectives FUND

SOURCE OF REVENUE: O GENERAL FUND 0O SPECIAL 0 OTHER (SPECIFY)

COST OF ESTIMATE BASED ON: OO AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGET BIiLL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: O AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE 0O BUDGETBILL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS 1 AND 2 & GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER
1. ESTIMATED TOTAL $0 50 50 $0 50
CosT
PERSONAL SERVICES $0 50 $0 30 $0
CURRENT EXPENSES
REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS
EQUIPMENT
OTHER
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL $0 $0 $0 50 50
REVENUES

3.  EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

DATE AGENCY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

12/8/2006 West Virginia Department of Education = __Original Fiscal Note Signed by: Steven |, Paine
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Julia Lee

From: Carla Williamson [cliwilli@access.k12.wv.us]

Sent: Sunday, February 11, 2007 7:15 PM

To: Julia Lee

Subject: FW: Comment Received for Policy 2520.11 (2007-02-10 09:34:37)

Carla Williamson, Executive Director
Office of Instruction

Division of Curriculum & Instruction
West Virginia Department of Education
Building 6, Room 304

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East

Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330
E Mail: cljwilli®access.kl2.wv.us
Phone: (304) 558-8098

Fax: (304) 558-0048

----- Original Message-----

From: Nobody [mailto:nobody@wvde.state.wv.ug]

Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2007 9:35 AM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; cljwilli@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.11 (2007-02-10 09:34:37)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=f8e98ac0b3e1c7bl24a56582f4c44663

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.11

############################################################################

#
Name: Jim Walker

Organization: Landmark Studio for the Arts, formerly Braxton Counth High

School

Email: jdonnnwalker@hotmail.com

Title: artistic director for Landmark Studio
Addressl: 619 Main Street,

Address?2:

City/State/Zip: Sutton, WV 26601

Role: Community Member

Posted: 2007-02-10 09:34:37

Posted from IP: 72.65.80.28

Comments for section 126-44K-1 General

Comments for section 126-44K-4 Summary of the Content Standards and
1




Objectives

Comments for section 126-44K 21 Century Theatre Content Standards and
Objectives for West Virginia Schools

Having been one of those persons responsible for writing the original
standards, it was very interesting to read through the newly revised
standards for theatre.

As a former teacher of theatre for over 20 years, I feel I have a fairly
solid foundation of experience on which to comment. When I worked on the
original standards I felt strongly that the skill levels incorporated into
the standards be based on Bloom's taxonomy; I see that this has been done
for the revised standards.

Assuming that the teacher is able to implement these "cognitive" descriptors
at each level, I feel, (as I felt before), an even more important
consideration is growth at the "affective" levels of development, which are
just as importnat, if not more important, than the cognitive elements. And,
I feel, as I have always felt, most instructors, whether in the area of
theatre or in other areas, are not equipped educationally or emotiomally to
help students bridge the delicate balance between cognitive and affective
descriptors. Consequently, what one is left with, regarding the standards,
are ambitious goals and objectives, clearly with emphasis on "measurement",
clearly with emphasis on more refined cognitive skills at each level, and
clearly with a broad range of implementation of programs at the county
levels. This, in itself, is a formula for disaster in the arts. I use my
own county (Braxten), as an example of what typically happens. I had one of
the most successful prog!

rams in the state in regards to theatre. I probably had more students
going into the field of theatre from my program than from any school in the
state. I did this without a theatre at the high school and I did it based
on a concentration of the "performance" aspects of theatre, and I emphasized
"process" primarily in achieving a high level of "performance”. I had no
lights, no costume area, no set construction area...I had to pull from
community resources to assist in all of that, and because of that community
involvement, I was able to put together one of the outstanding theatre
programs in the state.

I retired three years ago. No attempt was made to continue what I had
begun. The person who took my job was gqualified on paper, but certainly not
in reality. What I worked for years to achieve, was gone in a month. The
superintendent, (who seems to be regarded as one of the most competent
superintendents in the state), totally disregarded any attempt to continue a
quality program in the theatre arts. Her comment was, "well, it always

boils down to the personality of the person heading up the program". How
true.

I don't think West Virginia has the ability to implement and MONITOR these
standards. The superintendent nor the principal ever attended my
productions. I suspect that many teachers in the arts are in a similar
position. We do what works best, we become "one trick ponies"; most of the
theatre teachers in the state, regardless of all the areas covered in the
standards, emphasize either production elements or technical

elements.. .becaus that's what they're good at. The standards are wonderful
on an idealistic level, but by their very nature, they bring about
mediocrity, attempting to make "everyone the samev.

I helped to train teachers in the first round of standards. I was positive
in those presentations. Most of what T saw was a negative reaction, if not
hostile. And most teachers didn't care because they knew there would be no
follow-up...and there wasn't for the next two vears...nothing was ever
mandated, and time marched on.

Hopefully, teachers, principals and those who have to implement these
2




standards will recognize that flexibility is still important in helping
students to learn. Many of the students who would be considered level TiT
and level IV students in my program have gone on to accomplish great things
in the arts, and it was because they were allowed to discover their
strengths and have those strengths nurtured, whether acting, costume design,
or whatever....they were not taken through a lock-step series of activities
for the sake of taking them into those areas. In retrospect, it would have
wasted valuable time whereas they were able to engage in an almost

independent study atmosphere where they were able to explore and refine
their strengths.

Fortunately, since I've retired, I've been able to bring to the students of
Braxton County the opportunity to contine that exploration without the
gobbledygook of "standards" I think that more and more communities will
look to their arts organizations to provide what is so sorely missing in the
public schools: a concerned, competent, skilled person who can inspire
students to achieve whatever they may dream of becoming.




