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TITLE 126
PROCEDURAL RULE
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 18-2 -
Series 443 &
(Policy 2520.08)

TITLE: Criteria of Excellence: Instructional Geoals And Objectives For Socilal

Studies
Section 1 General o o
1.1 Scope - The State Board of Education recognizes that

1.5

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

curricular pregrams in the public schools should be current,
sequenced to build upon prior learning, and appropriate to the
developmental needs of the learner.

Autherity - West Virginia Ceode 18-2-5 -

Flling Pate - Japuary 7, 1991

Effective Date - February 19, 1951

" Repgal_of Former Rule - Procedural Rule 2422.01

Instructiocnal Goals

To operationalize the principles of excellence and equity, the
Department o©f EBducation will develop and the State Board will
approve instructional goals for each program of study prior to
the adoption of textbooks. Instructional goals are comprehensive
statements describing components crucial tec the mastery of
knowledge, skills. attitudes, and behaviors in individual
programs of study.

Instructicnal Objectives

The Department of Education will derive instructional cobjectives
from 4approved goal statements, These instructional objectives
will further define the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and
behaviors so that learners may have the opportunity to develop in
each program of study. thus providing both direction/uniformity
to local school districts and the desired flexibility to use the
instructional cobjectives appropriate to.the specific needs of the
district.

Program Assurances

The Department of Education will ceonsider instructicnal goals and
objectives in the selection and adoption of textbooks and
statewide student evaluation instruments.




Title 126

Procedural Rule -
Series 44B Policy 2520.08

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

6486n:

Professional Preparation Programs

Professional preparation programs and evaluation systems will be
developed and implemented in a manner that (1) addresses the
programs of study through approved instructional goals and
recommended instructional objectives, and (2) the knowledge and
skills reqguired to successfully assist students in mastering
those goals.

Requirements For local School Districts

The Board shall reguire 1local school districts, follewing
adoption of the Program of Study: Instructional Goals, to: (1)
review and revise county curriculum guides to include. but not be
limited to, the state Program of Studies: Instructicnal Goals;
(2} develop criteria from the newly adopted program for use in
the selection of textbooks; and (3) provide directien to
instructional staff to implement the adopted Program of Studies:
Instructional Goals.

Guidelines and Technical Assistance

Finally, the Department of Education will develop guidelines and
provide technical assistance and leadershlp programs related to
the implementation of this policy.




Instructional Goals: Social Studies Program of Study
Regulations 2520.08

Early Childhood Education
{(Grades K—-4)

The goal of the Social Studies Program of Study in Early Childhood Education is for
students to prepare to assume and thoughtfully perform the rights and responsibilities of
citizenship in a democratic society. The local school district shall therefore provide
learners multiple opportunities to develop:

A Child's Rele in Self and Group Management. The learner will be
intreoduced to and develop skills and concepts, leading from the egocentric
behavior of a child to group responsibility and moving toward independence
and self reliance. As a child learns to work in a group, he/she builds
skills in self and group management and learns that rules are necessary to
protect the rights of self and others;

A child's study Skills. Aas a child seeks answers to his/her own guestions
and moves from simple classification and sequencing of objects to
developing cause/effect relationships, interpreting data, and drawing
conclusions, the learner is able to find answers to his/her gquestions;

A Child's Place in Time. History 1s presented to the young child through

stories. songs., folktales. poems, pictures, patriotic symbois, holidays,

famous people, customs, and traditions. In studying people who made a
difference in family, community. and nation., the child builds a sense of
historical time sequence and ¢f the values that guided those times;

A& Child's Place in Space. _ Three essential elements are included., The

element of physical geodraphy is introduced with simple models to teach
lecatieon,” carditial directions, scale, and symbolic representation through
the use of maps and globes. 1In investigating the human and natural forces
that shape our, environment, the child learns hew people adjust to change
and conditions. Filnally, an age-appropriate veocabulary is established to
allow the child _to deal with beth physical and cultural geography:

A Child's Needs and Wants. The child moves from understanding individual
needs and wants. te understanding how a community's needs and wants are
met. The learner understands that through job specialization., the pecple
in a community provide desiraed goods and services, BRecause these services
to a community have a cost, choices must then be made. The unlimited
wants of people require cholces in use of limited rescurces;

A child's Place in Society. BAas the child increasingly accepts the role of
a responsible group member, he/she demonstrates a positive attitude toward
personal and social change., as well as an acceptance ©of the diversity of
cultures, ideas and opinicns. His/her uniqueness as an individual
encourages him/her to use soclally acceptable methods of dissent.




Middle Childhood Education
{Grades 5-8)

The goal! of the Sccial Studies Program of Study in Middle Childhood Education is to
prepare students to assume and thoughtfully perform the rights and responsibilities of
citizenship in a democratic society. The local school district shall therefore provide
multiple opportunities to:

* Know and understand the history., gecgraphy, and physical envirenment of
the United States, including analyses of regional differences and the
relationships between human beings and their environment;

® Know and understand the multi-cultural diversity of the peoples of the
United States. thelr inter-relationships. and their contributions to
American life;

L4 Know and understand the geography and physical environment of North
america, Africa, South America., Asia. the Middle East, Europe, Antarctica,
and Australia, ~including analyses of regional differences, and the
relationships between human beings and their envircnment;

- Know and understand selected cultures in Africa, Asia, Australia, Eurcpe,
Latin America, and the Middle East, their commeonalities, differences, and
contributions;

L] Know and understand the establishment of West Virginia as a state, 1its
geography. physical enviromment. and major political, eccnomic, and social
developments up £o and including the contempeorary peried:

® Know and understand the United States' political and economic institutions
including-the Constitution, the federal forms of govermment, c¢ivil rights
and liberties, the legislative process, elections. the role of a free
press, the responsibilities of citizenship, the variocus stages of
development of the eccnomy and its interrelationship with government. the
world of work, the roles of key acteors in the economy iIincluding
management, labor, banks, corporations, small business, foreign investors,
and competitors;

e Use and understand maps, charts., time 1lines, graphs, and gecographic
terminology, and. to use geographic skills and informatlon recoegnizing
geography's role in understanding human activity;

L Develop an understanding of causal relationships by examining historical
events within a chronological perspective.




Adolescent Education
(Grades $-12)

The goal of the Social Studies Program of Study in Adolescent Education is to prepare
students tc assume and thoughtfully perform the rights and responsibilities of citizenship
in a democratic society. The local school district shall therefore provide learners
multiple opportunities to:

Develop an understanding of causal relationships by examining historical
events within a chronological perspective.

Gain Kknowledge _ of the distinctive characteristics of early/classical
civilizations and understand their relevance and contributions to our
world;

Know and understand the origins, history, contributions and
interrelaticnships of selected western and non-western cultures of the
world, e.q.:

- to know and describe continuing themes in the development of our world.

~ origins of world religions/philosophies, their ideas and influence,

- wants and needs of individuals/nations and their impact on behavior.
including reasons for  and consequences of the development ané use/
refusal to use technology,

- origins, attributes, affects, and deficiencies in political systems,

- growing cencern at home and abroad for human kind and the dignity of.
the individual,

- to understand the rele of music, art, and literature in the interaction
of each of the major cultures, comparing and contrasting those elements
in the world's major cultures/civilizations:

Know and understand major developments in the history of the United States
from the colonial period to the present through the study of--significant
value systems, _lives of men and women, historical events and cultural,
economic, geographic, political and social factors:

Understand the development of the Constitution, its importance, and the
adaptability and applications of 1its principles in maintaining the
pelitical institutions that ensure the 1liberty and equality of
United States citizens;

Know and understand the wvital economic and social issues of the
contemporary United States, e.g., the national debt, trade deficit, issues
of tazation, and social Jjustice, interest groups, powerful individuals,
fiscal and monetary peolicies; o

Know and understand significant global issues., e.g., conflict resclution,
human rights. environmental crises, population, economic development, and
international security:;

Develop and extend gecgraphic skills and information. recognizing
geography's role.in understanding human activity:

Develop, reinforce, and extend communication and reasoning skills in the
soclal studies; and. '

Project Efuture_ problems and concerns, identifying and evaluating
alternative strategies for their resolution.

Regulations Adopted: December 14, 1990
6378n:
WVDE
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