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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Policy Number and Title: Policy 2520.1A ~ Next Generation Content Standards and
Objectives for English Language Arts in West Virginia Schools

Background: The Next Generation Content Standards and Objectives for English Language
Arts in West Virginia Schools are aligned to the Common Core State Standards for English
Language Arts & Literacy, the culmination of an extended, broad-based effort to fulfill the
charge issued by the states to create the next generation of K-12 standards in order to help ensure
that all students are college and career ready in literacy no later than the end of high school. The
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy, the product of work led by
the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors Association
(NGA), builds on the foundation laid by the states in their decades-long work on crafting high-
quality education standards. In May 2010, the West Virginia Board of Education adopted the
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy; shortly thereafter, 85
classroom teachers and representatives of Higher Education faculty began a deep study of this
work and placed the content of these Standards into the West Virginia Framework. This group of
West Virginia educators found the standards to be research and evidence-based, aligned with
college and work expectations, rigorous, and internationally benchmarked. A particular standard
was included in the document only when the best available evidence indicated that its mastery
was essential for college and career readiness in a twenty-first-century, globally competitive
society.

As a natural outgrowth of meeting the charge to define college and career readiness, the
Standards lay out a vision of what it means to be a literate person in the twenty-first century. The
skills and understandings students are expected to demonstrate have wide applicability outside
the classroom or workplace. Students who meet the Standards readily engage in the close,
attentive reading that is at the heart of understanding and enjoying complex works of literature.
They habitually use their critical reading skills as they sift through the staggering amount of
information available today in print and digitally. They actively seek the thorough and thoughtful
engagement with high-quality literary and informational texts that builds knowledge, enlarges
experience, and broadens worldviews. They demonstrate the reasoning and use of evidence that
is essential to both private deliberation and responsible citizenship in a democratic republic. In
short, students who meet the Standards develop the skills in reading, writing, speaking, and
listening that are the foundation for any creative and purposeful expression in language.

Proposals: Adopt W. Va. 126CSR44AA, Policy 2520.1A, Next Generation Content Standards
and Objectives for English Language Arts in West Virginia Schools, along with new
performance descriptors to be effective as follows: kindergarten August 15, 2011; first grade
July 1, 2012; second grade July 1, 2013; third through twelfth July 1, 2014. These align with the
board adopted Common Core State standards and have been placed in the West Virginia
framework. These will assure a rigorous and thorough curriculum, which will assure that West
Virginia students are college and career ready at the end of grade twelve.



Impact: The proposed adoption of the Next Generation Content Standards and Objectives for
English Language Arts in West Virginia Schools will provide stakeholders with the curriculum
as well as performance at each grade level from kindergarten through twelfth grade. Students
curriculum will be aligned with other states that have adopted the Common Core State Standards
and will assure that students will be college and career ready when they exit grade twelve.

Response to Comments: The comment received is positive and no response was necessary.
Any corrections made were based on proofreading. No content changes were necessary.



Educators Consulted about Revisions of Policy 2520.1A
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e  Alma Simpson, Instructional Materials Coordinator
¢ Denise White, Professional Development Coordinator
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¢  Vaughn Rhudy, Coordinator
¢  Stacy Murrell, Coordinator
Office of Special Programs
e Phyllis Veith, Assistant Director
e  Karen Ruddle, Adolescent Education Coordinator
e Ellen Oderman, Federal Grant Projects Coordinator

External:

ELA Teachers

Kriss Bodar, Pleasants
Laura Fenton, Kanawha
Nellie Cottle, Summers
Kevin Harris, Boone
Shelia Toth, Marion

Tina Cooper, Cabell
Dorlinda Steele, Pleasants
Keisha Runion, Putnam
Diane Bowers, Brooke
Teresa Hammond, Kanawha
Cindy Schilling, Kanawha
Karen Craig, Ohio

Mary Ann Triplett, Clay
Nada Waddell, Clay

Katie Dantrassy, Marshall
Rhonda Fiest, Wetzel
Kathy Chapman, Upshur
Florisha McGuire, McDowell
Katie Hayes, Fayette
Juanita Spinks, Greenbrier
Michelle Legg, Kanawha
Ingrida Barker, McDowell

Higher Education
¢  Dr. Sara Denman, Higher Education Policy Commission
e  Whitney Douglas



TITLE 126 2011 gy -
LEGISLATIVE RULE L/5
BOARD OF EDUCATION

SERIES 44AA

NEXT GENERATION CONTENT STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES FOR EN GLISH R

LANGUAGE ARTS IN WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.1A)
§126-44AA-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- W.Va. 126CSR42, West Virginia Board of Education Policy 2510, Assuring
the Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs, provides a definition of a
delivery system for, and an assessment and accountability system for, a thorough and efficient
education for West Virginia public school students. Policy 2520.1A defines the content
standards (or instructional goals) and objectives for the English Language Arts as required by W.
Va. 126CSR42 (Policy 2510).

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Constitution, Article XII, §2, W. Va. Code §18-2-5 and §18-9A-
22.

1.3. Filing Date. -- July 15, 2011.

1.4. Effective Date. -- Kindergarten August 15, 2011; First Grade July 1, 2012; Second Grade
July 1, 2013; Third through Twelfth July 1, 2014.

1.5. Repeal of former rule. -- None. This is a new policy.
§126-44AA-2. Purpose.

2.1. This policy defines the content standards and objectives for the programs of study
required by Policy 2510 in English Language Arts.

126-44AA-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. A copy of Next Generation Content Standards and Objectives for English Language
Arts in West Virginia Schools is attached and incorporated by reference into this policy. Copies
may be obtained in the Office of the Secretary of State and in the West Virginia Department of
Education, Office of Instruction.

§126-44AA-4. Summary of the Content Standards and Objectives.

4.1. The West Virginia Board of Education has the responsibility for establishing high
quality standards pertaining to all educational standards pertaining to all education programs
(W.Va. Code §18-9A-22). The content standards and objectives provide a focus for teachers to
teach and students to learn those skills and competencies essential for future success in the
workplace and further education. The document includes content standards for English
Language Arts; an explanation of terms; objectives that reflect a rigorous and challenging
curriculum; and performance descriptors.
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FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title: W. Va. 126CSR44AA, Policy 2520.1A Next Generation Content Standards and
Objectives for English Language Arts in West Virginia Schools

Type of Rule: X Legislative 0 Interpretive ] Procedural

Agency: West Virginia Department of Education

Address: Edwina Howard-Jack, ELA Coordinator
Office of Instruction
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Building 6 Room 603
Charleston, WV 25305

Phone Number: 304-558-5325 Email: ehjack@access.k12.wv.us

Fiscal Note Summary
Summarize in a clear and concise manner what impact this measure

will have on costs and revenues of state government.

No costs or revenues will be impacted by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 126CSR44AA,
Policy 2520.1A Next Generation Content Standards and Objectives for English Language Arts in
West Virginia Schools.

Fiscal Note Detail
Show over-all effect in Item 1 and 2 and, in Item 3, give an explanation of
Breakdown by fiscal year, including long-range effect.

FISCAL YEAR
Effect of Proposal Current Next Fiscal Year
Increase/Decrease Increase/Decrease (Upon Full Implementation)
(use™-*) (use™-)

1. Estimated Total Cost 0 0 0
Personal Services 0 0 0
Current Expenses 0 0 0

Repairs & Alterations 0 0 0

Assets 0 0 0

Other 0 0 0

2. Estimated Total 0 0 0
Revenues




Rule Title: W, Va. 126CSR44AA, Policy 2520.1A Next Generation Content Standards and
Objectives for English Language Arts in West Virginia Schools

3. Explanation of above estimates (including long-range effect);
Please include any increase or decrease in fees in your estimated total revenues.

No costs or revenues will be impacted by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 126CSR44AA, Policy
2520.1A Next Generation Content Standards and Objectives for English Language Arts in West
Virginia Schools.

MEMORANDUM

Please identify any areas of vagueness, technical defects, reasons the proposed rule
would not have a fiscal impact, and/or any special issues not captured elsewhere on this form.

No costs or revenues will be impacted by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 126CSR44AA, Policy
2520.1A Next Generation Content Standards and Objectives for English Language Arts in West
Virginia Schools.

Signature of Age ead or Authorized Representative Date
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