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EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS RULE IS September 14, 2009

Teck McClanahan
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Policy Number and Title: Policy 2520.1 - 21* Century Reading and English Language Arts
Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia

Background: The West Virginia Content Standards and Objectives have performance
descriptors for each Standard that describe in narrative format how students demonstrate
achievement of the standards. West Virginia has designated five performance levels:
distinguished, above mastery, mastery, partial mastery and novice which serve two functions.
Instructionally, they give teachers detailed information about the levels of knowledge and skills
students may demonstrate in a content area. Performance levels and descriptors are also used to
categorize and explain student performance on statewide assessment. The existing performance
descriptors need revision and reformatting to make them more succinct and usable for teachers,
parents and students. The individuals involved with the changes of this policy are: Carla
Williamson, Executive Director of the Office of Instruction; Terry Reale, Coordinator in the
Office of Instruction; Sandra Starr, Coordinator in the Office of Assessment/Accountability;
Alma Simpson, Coordinator in the Office of Instruction; Sue McGuier, Administrator from Ohio
County; David Lemon, Teacher from Mineral County; Cathy Whorton, Teacher from Ohio
County; Nanette Argabrite, Teacher from Cabell County; and, Dr. Rebecca Daniel, Teacher from
Wood County

Proposals: Revisions to Policy 2520.1 are being recommended for:

e Revision of the performance descriptors to provide a narrative format that succinctly
indicates levels of achievement and more accurately describes the conceptual
understandings students should acquire at each grade level.

e Separation of the text to indicate clusters of concepts and the skills across the continuum.

Impact: The proposed revision of the Content Standards and Objectives for 21% Century
Reading and English Language Arts Performance Descriptors will provide teachers information
about the levels of knowledge and skills the students must acquire and will provide parents an
explanation of their child’s knowledge and conceptual understanding that should be acquired at
each grade level.

e Response to Comments: Five comments by teachers were received and addressed about
the 21% Century Reading and English Language Arts Performance Descriptors.
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21* CENTURY READING AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CONTENT
STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES FOR WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS (2520.1)

§126-44A-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- West Virginia Board of Education Policy 2510 provides a definition of a
delivery system for, and an assessment and accountability system for, a thorough and efficient
education for West Virginia public school students. Policy 2520.1 defines the content standards
(or instructional goals) and objectives for the reading and English language arts as required by
W. Va. 126CSR42 (Policy 2510).

1.2. Authority. -~ W. Va. Constitution, Article XII, §2, W. Va. Code §18-2-5 and §18-9A-
22,

1.3. Filing Date. --  August 14, 2009.
1.4. Effective Date. -~ September 14, 2009.

1.5. Repeal of former rule. -- This legislative rule amends W. Va. 126CSR44A "Reading
and English Language Arts Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools
(2520.1)" filed November 15, 2006 and effective July 1, 2008.

§126-44A-2. Purpose.

2.1. This policy defines the content standards and objectives for the programs of study
required by Policy 2510 in reading and English language arts.

126-44A-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. A copy of 21* Century Reading and English Language Arts Content Standards and
Objectives for West Virginia Schools is attached and incorporated by reference into this policy.
Copies may be obtained in the Office of the Secretary of State and in the West Virginia
Department of Education, Office of Instructional Services.

§126-44A-4. Summary of the Content Standards and Objectives.

4.1. The West Virginia Board of Education has the responsibility for establishing high
quality standards pertaining to all educational standards pertaining to all education programs
(W.Va. Code §18-9A-22). The content standards and objectives provide a focus for teachers to
teach and students to learn those skills and competencies essential for future success in the
workplace and further education. The document includes content standards for reading and
Englich languase zris: an explanatior of erms: ohiectives that reflect a rigorous and challenging
curriculum: and performance descripiors.
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FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title: W. Va. 126CSSR44A, Policy 2520.1 Reading and English Language Arts
Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools

Type of Rule:
Agency:
Address:

Phone Number: 304.558.5325

X Legislative

[0 Interpretive

West Virginia Department of Education
Capitol Building 6, Roorm 608
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, WV 25305

Email: cljwilli@access k12.wv.us

{1 Procedural

fL—— e -
Fiscal Note Summary
Summarize in a clear and concise manner what impact this measure
will have on costs and revenues of state government.
Fiscal Note Detail
Show over-all effect in Item 1 and 2 and, in Item 3, give an explanation of
Breakdown by fiscal year, including long-range effect.
FISCAL YEAR
Effect of Proposal Current Next Fiscal Year
Increase/Decrease Increase/Decrease {Upon Full Implementation)
(us e”_“) (us e’}‘“)
1. Estimated Total Cost 0 0 0
Personal Services 0 0 0
Current Expenses 0 0 0
Repairs & Alterations 0 0 0
Assets 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
2. Estimated Total 0 0 0
. Revenues

Rele Title: W. Va. 126CSSR4MA, Policy 2520.1 Reading and English Lasgnage Arts

Content Standards ard Objectives for West Vi

inia Schools




Rule Title: W. Va, 126CSSR44A, Policy 2520.1 Reading and English Language Arts
Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools

3. Explanation of above estimates (including long-range effect);
Please include any increase or decrease in fees in your estimated total revenues.

MEMORANDUM

Please identify any areas of vagueness, technical defects, reasons the proposed rule
would not have a fiscal impact, and/or any special issues not captured elsewhere on this form.

No costs or revenues will be impacted by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 126CSR44A, Policy
2520.1 Reading and English Language Arts Content Standards and Objectives.

thorized Representative Date

— sy
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Terry Reale

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Sunday, June 21, 2009 12:43 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; treale@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.1 (2009-06-21 12:43:01)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=e6c72e9df169bc@81cc524f64955a47b

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.1
T e T T ]
Name: Rachel Hull

Organization: Putnam County Schools
Email: rijhull@access.kl2.wv.us
Title: 5th Grade Teacher

Addressl: Rt. 1, Box 159

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Buffalo, WV 25033
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2009-66-21 12:43:01

Posted from IP: 151.205.81.203

Comments for section 126-44A Performance Descriptors Please identify the performance
descriptor prior to your comment <p> EXAMPLE: Grade 2, Reading, Performance Descriptors RLA
PD 2 1 - Add your comment

My comment is not content specific. I have glanced at the new descriptors of my grade levels
of experience. As a teacher these performance descriptors were GREAT!!! They are directly
aligned with the WESTEST2. This is POWERFUL information. Thank you.




Terry Reale

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2009 1:11 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; treale@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.1 (2009-06-24 13:10:53)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r . html?id=eB8c72e9df169bcB81cc524f64955a47b

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.1
R R R R
Name: Tabatha Beall

Organization: Gilmer County High School
Email: tbeall@access.kl2.wv.us

Title: ELA teacher

Addressl: 957 M Mineral Road

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Glenville, WV 26351
Role: Teacher

Posted: 2009-06-24 13:10:53

Posted from IP: 72.65.74.59

Comments for section 126-44A Performance Descriptors Please identify the performance
descriptor prior to your comment <p> EXAMPLE: Grade 2, Reading, Performance Descriptors RLA
PD 2 1 - Add your comment

For both the ninth and tenth grade writing performance descriptors, the length requirements
for student papers, though admirable, are not realistic. If I expected kids to write 10-12
pages, I would have a minumum of seven hundred and fifty pages to grade each time I assigned
something! It isn't always true that more is better. I don't believe colleges require
twelve pages for freshmen as a general rule.




Terry Reale

From: Sarah Lee Brown [srlbrown@access.k12.wv.us]
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2009 7:46 AM
To: Terry Reale
Subject: comments on policy 2520.1
Attachments: Blank Bkgrd.gif
Hi Terry,

Do you know you cannot enter comments in the online form? It must be protected.

Anyway, on p. 5 it says: Line brakes within the narrative format indicate clusters of concepts and skills. Shouldn't that
be breaks?

Sarah Lee

Dr. Sarah Lee Brown

Director C & | and Title |

Summers County Board of Education
116 Main Street

Hinton, WV 25951

(304) 466-6009
sribrown@access.k12.wv.us (primary)
sleebrown@earthlink.net (secondary)




Terry Reale

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Wednesday, July 08, 2009 1:30 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; treale@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.1 (2009-07-08 13:29:42)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online” folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=e@c72e9df169bc081cc524f64955a47b

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.1
B g e e G s g
Name: Shannon Murray

Organization: Cabell County Schools
Email: smurray@access.k12.wv.us
Title: Instructional Coach

Addressi: 1 Highlander Way

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Huntington, WV 25702
Role: School System Staff

Posted: 2009-07-08 13:29:42

Posted from IP: 168.216.37.8

Comments for section 126-44A Performance Descriptors Please identify the performance
descriptor prior to your comment <p> EXAMPLE: Grade 2, Reading, Performance Descriptors RLA
PD 2 1 - Add your comment

Grade 12, Writing, Performance Descriptors RLA.S.12.2:

The performance descriptors need to be rewritten with a depth of Knowledge perspective. They
need to showan extention of the basic skill in the above mastery and distinguished
categories, not just a restatement of the same concept with additional pages in the paper
length. As they stand now, the DOK levels are not increasing from novice to distinguished,
and teachers will have difficulty in understanding what is expected. Confusion will be the
ultimate result.




Terry Reale

From: Nobody [nobody@wvde.state.wv.us]

Sent: Wednesday, July 08, 2009 1:25 PM

To: fibanez@wvde.state.wv.us; treale@access.k12.wv.us
Subject: Comment Received for Policy 2520.1 (2009-07-08 13:24:57)

Please save this email in a "Comments Received Online" folder.

Your folder will be a backup. All comments are saved in our database.
The Complete Comments Report from the database can be found here:
http://129.71.2.32/r.html?id=e@c72e9df169bcB81cc524f64955a47b

This is an encrypted URL. Please Bookmark it.

Comment Received for Policy 2520.1

B B g B G g G L G R s T
Name: Lisa Maynard

Organization: Wayne County/Crum Elementary
Email: lisateach34@yahoo.com

Title: Fourth Grade Teacher

Addressl: RR 2 Box 214

Address2:

City/State/Zip: Fort Gay, WV 25514

Role: Teacher

Posted: 2009-07-08 13:24:57

Posted from IP: 168.216.41.42

Comments for section 126-44A Performance Descriptors Please identify the performance
descriptor prior to your comment <p> EXAMPLE: Grade 2, Reading, Performance Descriptors RLA
PD 2 1 - Add your comment

Grade 4, Math, Performance Descriptors/General Comment

The performance descriptors need to be rewritten with a depth of knowledge perspective. They
need to show an extension of the basic skill in the above mastery and distinguished
categories, not just a restatement of the same concept. As they stand now, the DOK levels
are not increasing from novice to distinguished, and teachers will have difficulty in
understanding what is expected. Confusion will be the ultimate result.




