EXHIBIT C

From: "paula humphreys" <paula h123@yahoo.com=>
To: "garner.marks@wv.gov" <gamer.marks@wv.gov>
Subject: Data center
Date: Wed, 26 Nov 2025 13:11:38 -0500
Importance: Normal

I’'m do not want a Data Center in my backyard or anywhere in the WV
Data centers, while essential to our digital world, come at a steep cost: they devour enormous amounts of
clectricity, strain local water supplies for cooling, generate significant carbon emissions, and often leave nearby

communities to absorb the environmental and infrastructure burdens.

Ouwr state has been used for years by corporate sponsors and no return to its people. We never come out ahead.
We love our resources and want to keep them for ourselves and future generations

Thanks for your attention
Paula Humphreys of Lindside WV.

Sent from my 1Phone



From: "George John" <pharmboy25301@everyactioncustom.com:>
To: "garner.marks@wv.gov" <garner.marks@wv.gov>

Subject: Please revise data center rules to include mare oversight, enviranmental protection, and
accountability

Date: Sat, 06 Dec 2025 15:37:11 -0500
Importance: Normal

Dear Gamer Marks,

I'm writing to ask that you provide additional elements to the rule regarding high impact data centers and certified microgrids (145-
CSR-20).

Applications should be required to disclose more about their anticipated environmental impacts, including:
- the amount of air pollution the microgrids will produce,

- the water consumption & discharge and the resulting water availability & quality,

- how the microgrids could affect noise, visibility, and wildlife.

Applicants should also be required to present economic viability of the energy source of the microgrid presenting why the stock feed is
most cost-effective for both the company and public. Consideration of impact to local and state utility costs should prioritize rate-

payers.

The rules should implement more opportunities for public input, disclosure, and accountability. The rule currently contains no checks or
balances, no public comment or plan to incorporate this public input meaningfully, no provision for independent review by qualified
engineers, economists, or environmental impact assessments. Add a section to require public notice and comment, and opporturities for
appeal.

I, also, request that the department host a public hearing on this rules package.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this comment.

Sincerely,

George John Jr

PO Box 217 Boomer, WV 25031-0217
pharmboy25301(@yahoo.com



From: "Charity Allen" <callen8492 @gmail.com>

To: jason.barrett@wvsenate.gov, patricia.rucker@wvsenate.gov, joe.funkhouser@wvhouse.gav,
wayne.clark@wvhouse.gov, bill.ridenour@wvhouse.goy, chris.anders@wvhouse.gov,
Garner.Marks@WV.gov

Subject: Public Comment on Rule to Petition for Cert. of Microgrid Dist. or as HIDC
Date: Tue, 09 Dec 2025 20:09:14 -0500

Importance: Normal

Please find below my comments on the RULE TO PETITION THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FOR CERTIFICATION OF A
MICROGRID DISTRICT OR CERTIFICATION AS A HIGH IMPACT DATA CENTER (HIDC).

Please consider the people, their homes and quality of life in this decision.

This rule should not be designated an emergency. The only reason given for emergency designation was that the legislation allows for
emergency rules. This does not actually constitute an emergency. Please remove the emergency designation, and allow our elected
representatives to participate in the rule making process before any rule goes into effect.

This rule not only eliminates public participation but it also eliminates the ability of the public to seek information and know anything
about these developments. This eliminates transparency and accountability. Please remove section 145-20-15 from the rules.

This legislation removes local protections for natural and historic resources by not allowing local zoning and land development to apply
to development of these microgrid districts. For this reason, the rules should provide protections for these resources.

These microgrid districts stand to have a massively negative impact on local property values for properties not in the microgrid district,
and the provision that allows properties that are 1 mile apart to be included in the same microgrid district will make this even worse,
and add the issue of inefficient utility and fiber instillation. Please require that all parcels in a microgrid district be contiguous and no
property or group of properties outside of the microgrid district be completely surrounded by properties in a microgrid district.

The entire microgrid district including any high impact data centers within them should be considered under one air permit as
consistent with the Clean Air Act and West Virginia air permitting rules. The properties within the micrognd district are contiguous or
nearly contiguous, and because the high impact data centers are the customer for 95% of the power plant’s generated electricity, the
data center effectively controls the emissions that will be made by both the data center (including any emergency generators) and the
power plant, which supports the data center operations.

To address these concemns please add the following paragraphs under the appropriate section:

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the microgrid district will be serviced by a surface water utility where
the real property that will be subject to the microgrid district is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” is
defined as a utility that draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the microgrid district from a naturally occurring
surface water course (creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

3.1.x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register
of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as
measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places.

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of
properties not within the micrognd district are surrounded by properties in the micrognd district (simply fronting a road does not
alleviate this provision)

4.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the microgrid district if a majority the microgrid
district is in karst terrain.

4.1.x. An attestation that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as measured from



the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic places.

4.1.x An attestation that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of properties not
within the micrognd district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not alleviate this
provision)

4.1.x. An attestation that for the purposes of air emissions permitting through the WV Department of Environmental Protection or the
US Environmental Protection Agency 1) all air emissions associated with the microgrid district, including any emissions from the
associated high impact data center serviced by the microgrid (such as those from back-up generators), will be considered and applied
for as one source; and 2) no claim of confidential business information will be made by the applicant regarding any air emission
sources or air emissions.

9.1 x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the High Impact Data Center will be serviced by a surface water utility
where the High Impact Data Center is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” is defined as a utility that
draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the High Impact Data Center from a naturally occurring surface water course
(creek, stream, or niver) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

9.1.x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or
national register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within
300 yards (as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places.

10.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the High Impact Data Center if a majority the subject
property is in karst terrain.

10.1.x. An attestation that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards
(as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of
historic places.

I respectfully ask that you add these suggestions to the draft. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Charity Allen
callen8492(@gmail com



From: "Sarah Anderson" <sarahb3@everyactioncustom.com>
To: "garner.marks@wv.gov" <garner.marks@wv.gov>

Subject: Please revise data center rules to include mare oversight, enviranmental protection, and
accountability

Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 17:04:04 -0500
Importance: Normal

Dear Gamer Marks,

I'm writing to ask that you provide additional elements to the rule regarding high impact data centers and certified microgrids (145-
CSR-20).

I realize this 1s mostly a form letter but honestly I couldn’t write this out any better. PLEASE consider these vital interests.

Applications should be required to disclose more about their anticipated environmental impacts, including:
- the amount of air pollution the microgrids will produce,

- the water consumption & discharge and the resulting water availability & quality,

- how the microgrids could affect noise, visibility, and wildlife.

Applicants should also be required to present economic viability of the energy source of the microgrid presenting why the stock feed is
most cost-effective for both the company and public. Consideration of impact to local and state utility costs should prioritize rate-

payers.

The rules should implement more opportunities for public input, disclosure, and accountability. The rule currently contains no checks or
balances, no public comment or plan to incorporate this public input meaningfully, no provision for independent review by qualified
engineers, economists, or environmental impact assessments. Add a section to require public notice and comment, and opportunities for
appeal.

1, also, request that the department host a public hearing on this rules package.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this comment.

Sincerely,

Sarah Anderson

270 Manor Rd Davis, WV 26260-8050
sarahb3(@acl.com



From: "Jefferson County Foundation" <jeffersoncountyfoundation@gmail .com>

To: jason.barretti@wvsenate.gov, patricia.rucker@wyvsenate.gov, joe.funkhouser@wvhouse.gov,
wayne.clark@wvhouse.gov, bill.ridenour@wvhouse.gov, chris.anders@wvhouse.gov,
Garner.Marks@wv.gov

Subject: Comments on the Rule to Petition the Department of Commerce for Certification of a
Microgrid District or Certification as a High Impact Data Center

Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 22:49:58 -0500
Importance: Normal
Attachments: JCF comments regarding Rules 145-20 on HB 2014.pdf

Dear Mr. Marks, Delegates and Senators,
Please find attached our written public comment on the Rule to Petition the Department of Commerce for

Certification of a Microgrid District or Certification as a High Impact Data Center. We appreciate the opportunity
to comment and thank vou for taking these comments into consideration.

Best regards,

Dr. Christine Wimer, President
Jetterson County Foundation, Inc.



Jetferson County Foundation, Inc.

December 10, 2025

A. Garner Marks

West Virginia Department of Economic Development
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E

Building 3, Suite 800

Charleston, WV 25305

Sent via email to garner.marks@wv.gov

RE: Comments on the Rule to Petition the Department of Commerce for Certification of a
Microgrid District or Certification as a High Impact Data Center

Dear Mr. Marks:

Please accept our cormments on the Rule to Petition the Department of Commerce for
Certification of a Microgrid District or Certification as a High Impact Data Center (“the rules” or
“the opposed rules”). Please make the following changes to the proposed rules to protect the
natural and historic resources of our state and protect the health, safety, welfare and property
rights of the people of our state. These changes are critical to protect the economy in Jefferson
County and West Virginia as a whole. While data centers may have the potential contribute to
the economy of our state, without appropriate rules they will do more harm then good. For this
reason, we ask that you make the following changes to the rules.

Please remove paragraph:

Please remove section 145-20-15 from the rules. This rule not only eliminates public
participation, but it also eliminates the ability of the public to seek information and know anything
about these developments. This eliminates transparency and accountability. A property owner
may only find out about one of these developments when the air permit or NPDES permit notice
is published.

Please add the following paragraphs:

3.1.7. Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the microgrid district will be
serviced by a surface water utility where the real property that will be subject to the microgrid
district is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” is defined as a utility
that draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the microgrid district from a
naturally occurring surface water course (creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial
means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

3.1.8. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the microgrid district does not include any property or
structure on the state or national reqgister of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause
land to be disturbed (with installation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as measured from the

PO Box 460, Ranson, WYV 25438
Jeffersor: County Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)? Men Frefit organization,
Jettersoncountvioundation@gmail com



outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places.

3.1.9. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous
and that no property or group of properties not within the microgrid district are surrounded by
properties in the microgrid district (a surrounded property simply fronting a road where it
confronts a property in the microgrid district, does not alleviate this provision).

4.1.7. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the microgrid
district if a majority the microgrid district is in karst terrain.

4.1.8. An attestation that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the
state or national register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be
disturbed within 300 yards (as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of
any property or structure on the state or national register of historic places.

4.1.9. An attestation that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no
property or group of properties not within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in
the microgrid district.

4.1.10. An attestation that for the purposes of air emissions permitting through the WV
Department of Environmental Protection or the US Environmental Protection Agency 1) all air
emissions associated with the microgrid district including any associated high impact data
center serviced by the microgrid will be considered and applied for as one source; 2) no claim of
confidential business information will be made by the applicant regarding any air emission
sources or air emissions; and 3) all air emissions sources from either the microgrid district or the
high impact data center will be included in all air emissions permitting including backup
generators.

9.1.3. Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the High Impact Data Center will
be serviced by a surface water utility where the High Impact Data Center is in karst terrain. For
the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” is defined as a utility that draws greater than 99%
of the pretreatment water to serve the High Impact Data Center from a naturally occurring
surface water course and does not use artificial means to obtain the water from groundwater.

9.1.4. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the High Impact Data Center property does not include
any property or structure on the state or national register of historic places, and will not disturb
land or cause land to be disturbed within 300 yards (as measured from the outer perimeter of
the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places.

10.1.4. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the High
Impact Data Center.

10.1.5. An attestation that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property
or structure on the state or national register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause
land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as measured from the
outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places.



Reasoning:

These microgrid districts and high impact data centers stand to have a negative impact on local
economies by challenging industries that rely on groundwater quality and availability, historic
resources, and land values; by challenging property rights of existing land owners; and by
challenging the health, safety, and welfare of West Virginia citizens.

Agriculture and other industries rely solely on groundwater. By all accounts data centers use
massive amounts of water (reports indicate 3 to 5 million gallons a day). Data centers could
draw down groundwater resources causing agricultural wells to go dry. The cost of replacing
wells or seeking a replacement water source will likely be prohibitive for many farmers and land
owners. Rural residential property owners rely on groundwater wells to provide water for their
families for all uses, and the cost of replacing or deepening wells are risks and burdens they
should not be asked to bare. Drawing down the groundwater resources will negatively impact
the property rights of land owners who are impacted by reduced groundwater availability. For
this reason, many localities require data centers to utilize surface water only. The rules should
prohibit data centers from utilizing groundwater for any reason to protect rural residences and
long-standing industries that rely on groundwater.

The provision that allows microgrid districts to be “nearly contiguous” and allows the properties
within a microgrid district to be up to one mile apart at their closest point, will allow these
districts to be highly irregular in shape and configuration. The districts and high impact data
centers will likely have a massively negative impact on local property values for properties not in
the microgrid district. This highly irregular shape and configuration will increase the number of
properties that have their property values negatively impacted. This will not only negatively
impact the local economy and taxes but it will also negatively impact property rights for those
impacted land owners. For this reason, all properties should be required to be contiguous and
the microgrid districts should not be permitted to envelop properties not in the district.

Data centers typically require backup generators that have air emissions. The high impact data
centers are also associated with microgrids with power generating systems that may also have
air emissions. Because the power generating system would not exist but for the high impact
data centers and they are both in the same microgrid district they should have one air permit
covering all of the emissions from the microgrid district including all generators. This will provide
the WVDEP to accurately and adequately assess the risk to air quality posed by the microgrid
district and assess if appropriate controls are being employed.

The tourism industry relies on historic resources in many counties in the state. If microgrid
districts and high impact data centers damage or destroy these resources or their historic
character this will negatively impact the tourism industry and businesses in that industry that
utilize or benefit from these recourses currently. For these reasons microgrids and high impact
data centers should be required to protect these resources.

Thank you for considering these comments as you daft these rules. Please contact us with any
question on these comments at iefarsoncountvioundation@amail com,

Best regards,

Chintone. L Momer

Dr. Christine Wimer, President



From: "Katelyn Chambers" <Katieandcolour@gmail.com>

To: jason.barrett@wvsenate.gov, patricia.rucker@wvsenate.gov, joe.funkhouser@wvhouse.gav,
wayne.clark@wvhouse.gov, bill.ridenour@wvhouse.goy, chris.anders@wvhouse.gov,
Garner.Marks@WV.gov

Subject: Public Comment on Rule to Petition for Cert. of Microgrid Dist. or as HIDC
Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 16:31:36 -0500
Importance: Normal

Please find below my comments on the RULE TO PETITION THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FOR CERTIFICATION OF A
MICROGRID DISTRICT OR CERTIFICATION AS A HIGH IMPACT DATA CENTER (HIDC).

This rule should not be designated an emergency. The only reason given for emergency designation was that the legislation allows for
emergency rules. This does not actually constitute an emergency. Please remove the emergency designation, and allow our elected
representatives to participate in the rule making process before any rule goes into effect.

This rule not only eliminates public participation but it also eliminates the ability of the public to seek information and know anything
about these developments. This eliminates transparency and accountability. Please remove section 145-20-15 from the rules.

This legislation removes local protections for natural and historic resources by not allowing local zoning and land development to apply
to development of these microgrid districts. For this reason, the rules should provide protections for these resources.

These microgrid districts stand to have a massively negative impact on local property values for properties not in the microgrid district,
and the provision that allows properties that are 1 mile apart to be included in the same microgrid district will make this even worse,
and add the issue of mnefficient utility and fiber instillation. Please require that all parcels in a microgrid district be contiguous and no
property or group of properties outside of the microgrid district be completely surrounded by properties in a microgrid district.

The entire microgrid district including any high impact data centers within them should be considered under one air permit as
consistent with the Clean Air Act and West Virginia air permitting rules. The properties within the microgrid district are contiguous or
nearly contiguous, and because the high impact data centers are the customer for 95% of the power plant’s generated electricity, the
data center effectively controls the emissions that will be made by both the data center (including any emergency generators) and the
power plant, which supports the data center operations.

To address these concerns please add the following paragraphs under the appropriate section:

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the microgrid district will be serviced by a surface water utility where
the real property that will be subject to the microgrid district is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” 1s
defined as a utility that draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the microgrid district from a naturally occurring
surface water course (creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register
of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as
measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places.

3.1.x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of
properties not within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not
alleviate this provision)

4.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the microgrid district if a majority the microgrid
district is in karst terrain.

4.1.x An attestation that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as measured from
the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic places.



4.1.x. An attestation that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of properties not
within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not alleviate this
provision)

4.1.x An attestation that for the purposes of air emissions permitting through the WV Department of Environmental Protection or the
US Environmental Protection Agency 1) all air emissions associated with the microgrid district, including any emissions from the
associated high impact data center serviced by the microgrid (such as those from back-up generators), will be considered and applied
for as one source; and 2) no claim of confidential business information will be made by the applicant regarding any air emission
sources or air emissions.

9.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the High Impact Data Center will be serviced by a surface water utility
where the High Impact Data Center is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” is defined as a utility that
draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the High Impact Data Center from a naturally occurring surface water course
(creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

9.1 x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or
national register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within
300 yards (as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places.

10.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the High Impact Data Center if a majority the subject
property is in karst terrain.

10.1.x. An attestation that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards
(as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of
historic places.

I respectfully ask that you add these suggestions to the draft. Thank vou.

Sincerely,

Katelyn Chambers
Katieandeolourt@gmail com



From: "Polly Deely" <polly.deely@everyactioncustom.caom>
To: "garner.marks@wv.gov" <garner.marks@wv.gov>

Subject: Please revise data center rules to include mare oversight, enviranmental protection, and
accountability

Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 10:08:05 -0500
Importance: Normal

Dear Gamer Marks,

I'm writing to ask that you provide additional elements to the rule regarding high impact data centers and certified microgrids (145-
CSR-20).

Applications should be required to disclose more about their anticipated environmental impacts, including:
- the amount of air pollution the microgrids will produce,

- the water consumption & discharge and the resulting water availability & quality,

- how the microgrids could affect noise, visibility, and wildlife.

Applicants should also be required to present economic viability of the energy source of the microgrid presenting why the stock feed is
most cost-effective for both the company and public. Consideration of impact to local and state utility costs should prioritize rate-

payers.

The rules should implement more opportunities for public input, disclosure, and accountability. The rule currently contains no checks or
balances, no public comment or plan to incorporate this public input meaningfully, no provision for independent review by qualified
engineers, economists, or environmental impact assessments. Add a section to require public notice and comment, and opporturities for
appeal.

I, also, request that the department host a public hearing on this rules package.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this comment.

Sincerely,

Polly Deely

196 Spruce St Thomas, WV 26292-7749
polly.deely(@gmail.com



From: "Rebecca Harrison" <melophobiusx@everyactioncustom.com:>
To: "garner.marks@wv.gov" <garner.marks@wv.gov>

Subject: Please revise data center rules to include mare oversight, enviranmental protection, and
accountability

Date: Mon, 08 Dec 2025 19:40:42 -0500
Importance: Normal

Dear Gamer Marks,

I'm writing to ask that you provide additional elements to the rule regarding high impact data centers and certified microgrids (145-
CSR-20).

Applications should be required to disclose more about their anticipated environmental impacts, including:
- the amount of air pollution the microgrids will produce,

- the water consumption & discharge and the resulting water availability & quality,

- how the microgrids could affect noise, visibility, and wildlife.

Applicants should also be required to present economic viability of the energy source of the microgrid presenting why the stock feed is
most cost-effective for both the company and public. Consideration of impact to local and state utility costs should prioritize rate-

payers.

The rules should implement more opportunities for public input, disclosure, and accountability. The rule currently contains no checks or
balances, no public comment or plan to incorporate this public input meaningfully, no provision for independent review by qualified
engineers, economists, or environmental impact assessments. Add a section to require public notice and comment, and opporturities for
appeal.

I, also, request that the department host a public hearing on this rules package.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this comment.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Harrison

199 Orchard St Milton, WV 25541-1227
melophobiusx(@gmail.com



From: "Rebecca Lorenzen" <rdale0409@gmail.com>

To: jason.barrett@wvsenate.gov, patricia.rucker@wvsenate.gov, joe.funkhouser@wvhouse.gav,
wayne.clark@wvhouse.gov, bill.ridenour@wvhouse.goy, chris.anders@wvhouse.gov,
Garner.Marks@WV.gov

Subject: Public Comment on Rule to Petition for Cert. of Microgrid Dist. or as HIDC
Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 16:36:05 -0500
Importance: Normal

Please find below my comments on the RULE TO PETITION THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FOR CERTIFICATION OF A
MICROGRID DISTRICT OR CERTIFICATION AS A HIGH IMPACT DATA CENTER (HIDC).

This rule should not be designated an emergency. The only reason given for emergency designation was that the legislation allows for
emergency rules. This does not actually constitute an emergency. Please remove the emergency designation, and allow our elected
representatives to participate in the rule making process before any rule goes into effect.

This rule not only eliminates public participation but it also eliminates the ability of the public to seek information and know anything
about these developments. This eliminates transparency and accountability. Please remove section 145-20-15 from the rules.

This legislation removes local protections for natural and historic resources by not allowing local zoning and land development to apply
to development of these microgrid districts. For this reason, the rules should provide protections for these resources.

These microgrid districts stand to have a massively negative impact on local property values for properties not in the microgrid district,
and the provision that allows properties that are 1 mile apart to be included in the same microgrid district will make this even worse,
and add the issue of mnefficient utility and fiber instillation. Please require that all parcels in a microgrid district be contiguous and no
property or group of properties outside of the microgrid district be completely surrounded by properties in a microgrid district.

The entire microgrid district including any high impact data centers within them should be considered under one air permit as
consistent with the Clean Air Act and West Virginia air permitting rules. The properties within the microgrid district are contiguous or
nearly contiguous, and because the high impact data centers are the customer for 95% of the power plant’s generated electricity, the
data center effectively controls the emissions that will be made by both the data center (including any emergency generators) and the
power plant, which supports the data center operations.

To address these concerns please add the following paragraphs under the appropriate section:

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the microgrid district will be serviced by a surface water utility where
the real property that will be subject to the microgrid district is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” 1s
defined as a utility that draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the microgrid district from a naturally occurring
surface water course (creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register
of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as
measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places.

3.1.x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of
properties not within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not
alleviate this provision)

4.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the microgrid district if a majority the microgrid
district is in karst terrain.

4.1.x An attestation that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as measured from
the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic places.



4.1.x. An attestation that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of properties not
within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not alleviate this
provision)

4.1.x An attestation that for the purposes of air emissions permitting through the WV Department of Environmental Protection or the
US Environmental Protection Agency 1) all air emissions associated with the microgrid district, including any emissions from the
associated high impact data center serviced by the microgrid (such as those from back-up generators), will be considered and applied
for as one source; and 2) no claim of confidential business information will be made by the applicant regarding any air emission
sources or air emissions.

9.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the High Impact Data Center will be serviced by a surface water utility
where the High Impact Data Center is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” is defined as a utility that
draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the High Impact Data Center from a naturally occurring surface water course
(creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

9.1 x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or
national register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within
300 yards (as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places.

10.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the High Impact Data Center if a majority the subject
property is in karst terrain.

10.1.x. An attestation that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards
(as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of
historic places.

I respectfully ask that you add these suggestions to the draft. Thank vou.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Lorenzen

Rebecca Lorenzen
rdole0409@gmail com



From: "Nelson, Mitchell" <nelson433@marshall.edu>
To: "garner.marks@wv.gov" <gamer.marks@wv.gov>
Cec: "randy.smithi@wvsenate.gov" <randy.smith(@wvsenate.gov>
Subject: Comment on 145-CSR-20, Data Center Rules
Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 17:06:39 -0500
Importance: Normal

Dear WV Department of Ecanomic Development,

| am Mitchell, a West Virginian from Charlestan, where | moved when | was four years old. I'm now living in
Huntington as a third-year medical student at Marshall. I've ridden my bike en the Greenbrier River Trail and
have gone through the tunnels at North Bend. I've camped at Dilley's Mill Scout Reservation in Pocahontas
County and have backpacked to the plate in the ground at the top of Spruce Knob. | created a hiking trail in
Kanawha State Forest and have crawled on my stomach through our cave systems.

Massive corporate entities like thase constructing data centers will not pratect our environmental and human
health unless it is required. I'm writing to ask that you require mare from high-impact data centers in rule 145-
CSR-20.

Please consider such standards as requiring operatars of data centers to disclose projected information
regarding the data center's green-house gas emissians, waste heat, water usage, and water pollution prior to
constructing the data center.

Consider requiring data center operators to submit annual updated reports regarding their efforts to reduce
emissions, energy consumption, waste heat, and water usage, and their efforts to protect the public from water
pollution and scarcity.

Consider setting a timeline for renewable energy use requirements, as opposed to fossil fuels, through power-
purchase agreements ar their own efforts.

Consider requiring an econamic analysis concerning increased electricity costs for ratepayers, ar that there is no
net decrease in energy supplied to transmission and distribution systems.

Consider hanning exemptions or emergency authaorizations for such projects that would otherwise not be
allowed due to current state environmental law.

Consider public or independent feedback. There shauld be opportunity far input and meaningful discussion
with both experts and locals. The rule currently contains no provision for review by gualified engineers,
economists, or environmental experts, and no appeals process.

Consider a special fee structure for permitting so the industry self-funds the required expansion of inspectors,
fire marshals, etc.

Consider that nearby cammunities will bear the brunt of these challenges, some of which are not fully
understood yet.

My hope is not to slow down ecenomic development in cur great state, but if envirenmental damages were not
enough already, then human health will follow after. | believe even any economic benefit created locally by
HIDC operators is an afterthought or a selling point - not a goal.

| appreciate you providing a forum for public comment, and for reading my email.
Thank you,



Mitchell

Mitchell Nelson (he/him)

Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
Class of 2027 | MS3

Phone: (304) 941-3322



From: "Raymond Windsor" <Raywindsor44@gmail.com>

To: jason.barrett@wvsenate.gov, patricia.rucker@wvsenate.gov, joe.funkhouser@wvhouse.gav,
wayne.clark@wvhouse.gov, bill.ridenour@wvhouse.goy, chris.anders@wvhouse.gov,
Garner.Marks@WV.gov

Subject: Public Comment on Rule to Petition for Cert. of Microgrid Dist. or as HIDC
Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 03:49:05 -0500
Importance: Normal

Please find below my comments on the RULE TO PETITION THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FOR CERTIFICATION OF A
MICROGRID DISTRICT OR CERTIFICATION AS A HIGH IMPACT DATA CENTER (HIDC).

This rule should not be designated an emergency. The only reason given for emergency designation was that the legislation allows for
emergency rules. This does not actually constitute an emergency. Please remove the emergency designation, and allow our elected
representatives to participate in the rule making process before any rule goes into effect.

This rule not only eliminates public participation but it also eliminates the ability of the public to seek information and know anything
about these developments. This eliminates transparency and accountability. Please remove section 145-20-15 from the rules.

This legislation removes local protections for natural and historic resources by not allowing local zoning and land development to apply
to development of these microgrid districts. For this reason, the rules should provide protections for these resources.

These microgrid districts stand to have a massively negative impact on local property values for properties not in the microgrid district,
and the provision that allows properties that are 1 mile apart to be included in the same microgrid district will make this even worse,
and add the issue of mnefficient utility and fiber instillation. Please require that all parcels in a microgrid district be contiguous and no
property or group of properties outside of the microgrid district be completely surrounded by properties in a microgrid district.

The entire microgrid district including any high impact data centers within them should be considered under one air permit as
consistent with the Clean Air Act and West Virginia air permitting rules. The properties within the microgrid district are contiguous or
nearly contiguous, and because the high impact data centers are the customer for 95% of the power plant’s generated electricity, the
data center effectively controls the emissions that will be made by both the data center (including any emergency generators) and the
power plant, which supports the data center operations.

To address these concerns please add the following paragraphs under the appropriate section:

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the microgrid district will be serviced by a surface water utility where
the real property that will be subject to the microgrid district is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” 1s
defined as a utility that draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the microgrid district from a naturally occurring
surface water course (creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register
of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as
measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places.

3.1.x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of
properties not within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not
alleviate this provision)

4.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the microgrid district if a majority the microgrid
district is in karst terrain.

4.1.x An attestation that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as measured from
the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic places.



4.1.x. An attestation that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of properties not
within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not alleviate this
provision)

4.1.x An attestation that for the purposes of air emissions permitting through the WV Department of Environmental Protection or the
US Environmental Protection Agency 1) all air emissions associated with the microgrid district, including any emissions from the
associated high impact data center serviced by the microgrid (such as those from back-up generators), will be considered and applied
for as one source; and 2) no claim of confidential business information will be made by the applicant regarding any air emission
sources or air emissions.

9.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the High Impact Data Center will be serviced by a surface water utility
where the High Impact Data Center is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” is defined as a utility that
draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the High Impact Data Center from a naturally occurring surface water course
(creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

9.1 x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or
national register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within
300 yards (as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places.

10.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the High Impact Data Center if a majority the subject
property is in karst terrain.

10.1.x. An attestation that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards
(as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of
historic places.

I respectfully ask that you add these suggestions to the draft. Thank vou.

Sincerely,

Raymond Windsor
Raywindsor44(@gmail com



From: "Charlie BeJune" <charliebejune@everyactioncustom.com:>
To: "garner.marks@wv.gov" <garner.marks@wv.gov>

Subject: Please revise data center rules to include mare oversight, enviranmental protection, and
accountability

Date: Tue, 09 Dec 2025 14:55:53 -0500
Importance: Normal

Dear Gamer Marks,

I'm writing to ask that you provide additional elements to the rule regarding high impact data centers and certified microgrids (145-
CSR-20).

Just wait for the tech to finish beta testing elsewhere and get efficient enough to not drown us in toxic emissions and power bills. Our
natural resources are too precious, and will be worth so much more as they dwindle elsewhere. Don't gunk em up now!

Applications should be required to disclose more about their anticipated environmental impacts, including:
- the amount of air pollution the microgrids will produce,

- the water consumption & discharge and the resulting water availability & quality,

- how the microgrids could affect noise, visibility, and wildlife.

Applicants should also be required to present economic viability of the energy source of the microgrid presenting why the stock feed is
most cost-effective for both the company and public. Consideration of impact to local and state utility costs should prioritize rate-

payers.

The rules should implement more opportunities for public input, disclosure, and accountability. The rule currently contains no checks or
balances, no public comment or plan to incorporate this public input meaningfully, no provision for independent review by qualified
engineers, economists, or environmental impact assessments. Add a section to require public notice and comment, and opporturities for

appeal.

I, also, request that the department host a public hearing on this rules package.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this comment.

Sincerely,

Charlie Belune

LINCOLN Ave Morgantown, WV 26501
charliebejune(@gmail.com



From: "Laurie Paris" <laurieleeparis@gmail.com>

To: jason.barrett@wvsenate.gov, patricia.rucker@wvsenate.gov, joe.funkhouser@wvhouse.gav,
wayne.clark@wvhouse.gov, bill.ridenour@wvhouse.goy, chris.anders@wvhouse.gov,
Garner.Marks@WV.gov

Subject: Public Comment on Rule to Petition for Cert. of Microgrid Dist. or as HIDC
Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 14:39:22 -0500
Importance: Normal

Please find below my comments on the RULE TO PETITION THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FOR CERTIFICATION OF A
MICROGRID DISTRICT OR CERTIFICATION AS A HIGH IMPACT DATA CENTER (HIDC).

Tam very concerned about the fascist style use of "emergency” to break the rules. It suggests something to hide and it suggests a great
disdain for the public and the public's needs. These decisions are not to be made with the interests of the direct beneficiaries in mind

Please remove section 145-20-15 from the rules.

The most important part of our culture in Jefferson County is our historic properties structures and areas. These must be protected. A
bill that doesn't protect these utterly fails and is corrupt.

I cannot believe that you are bending language in such an orwellian way that you want to define properties a mile apart as nearly
contiguous.

All parcels in a microgrid district need to be actually contiguous and The developers must be prevented from encircling homes and
neighborhoods with this type of development.

This issue below, I will copy and paste because it is more conneisse and polite than I could be about threats to our water and air.

"The entire microgrid district including any high impact data centers within them should be considered under one air permit as
consistent with the Clean Air Act and West Virginia air permitting rules. The properties within the microgrid district are contiguous or
nearly contiguous, and because the high impact data centers are the customer for 95% of the power plant’s generated electricity, the
data center effectively controls the emissions that will be made by both the data center (including any emergency generators) and the
power plant, which supports the data center operations.

To address these concerns please add the following paragraphs under the appropriate section:

3.1.x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the microgrid district will be serviced by a surface water utility where
the real property that will be subject to the microgrid district is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” is
defined as a utility that draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the microgrid district from a naturally occurring
surface water course (creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register
of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as
measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places.

3.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of
properties not within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not
alleviate this provision)

4.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the microgrid district if a majority the microgrid
district 1s in karst terrain.

4.1 x. An attestation that the microgrid district does not include any property or structure on the state or national register of historic
places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards (as measured from
the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of historic places.



4.1.x An attestation that the parcels within the microgrid district are all contiguous and that no property or group of properties not
within the microgrid district are surrounded by properties in the microgrid district (simply fronting a road does not alleviate this
provision)

4.1.x. An attestation that for the purposes of air emissions permitting through the WV Department of Environmental Protection or the
US Environmental Protection Agency 1) all air emissions associated with the microgrid district, including any emissions from the
associated high impact data center serviced by the microgrid (such as those from back-up generators), will be considered and applied
for as one source; and 2) no claim of confidential business information will be made by the applicant regarding any air emission
SQUICES O 4l emissions.

9.1.x. Petitioner shall demonstrate that water for all uses within the High Impact Data Center will be serviced by a surface water utility
where the High Impact Data Center is in karst terrain. For the purposes of this rule “surface water utility” 1s defined as a utility that
draws greater than 99% of the pretreatment water to serve the High Impact Data Center from a naturally occurring surface water course
(creek, stream, or river) and does not use artificial means (a well or pump) to obtain the water from groundwater.

9.1.x Petitioner shall demonstrate that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or
national register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within
300 yards (as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places.

10.1.x. An attestation that groundwater will not be utilized for any purpose within the High Impact Data Center if a majority the subject
property is in karst terrain.

10.1.x. An attestation that the High Impact Data Center property does not include any property or structure on the state or national
register of historic places, and will not disturb land or cause land to be disturbed (with instillation of fiber or utilities) within 300 yards
(as measured from the outer perimeter of the property or structure) of any property or structure on the state or national register of
historic places.

I respectfully ask that you add these suggestions to the draft. Thank vou."

We need to be a county that develops intelligently. You do not need to continue offering up Jefferson County as a colony where
outsiders extract our resources and a few connected or corrupt local individuals sell out our health and quality of life for their own
personal profit.

T have read in Europe they have data centers built into the ground and they capture the heat as a way to provide heat to homes and
businesses. We seem in a lot of places to have the terrain and even underground caves to do this. Also while we're at it let's start putting
solar panels on top of structures and not on top of fields.

Sincerely,
Laurie Paris
Charles Town

Laurie Paris
laurieleeparis@gmail.com



From: "Gary Zuckett" <garyz@everyactioncustom.com>
To: "garner.marks@wv.gov" <garner.marks@wv.gov>

Subject: Please revise data center rules to include mare oversight, enviranmental protection, and
accountability

Date: Wed, 10 Dec 2025 17:02:49 -0500
Importance: Normal

Dear Gamer Marks,

I'm writing to ask that you provide additional elements to the rule regarding high impact data centers and certified microgrids (145-
CSR-20).

All applications should be required to disclose more about their antici