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Good Afternioon Mr, Ross,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would like o thank you for submitting your public comment for the
proposed rule change to 58C5R26 - Spedial Boating Rules.

Your comment in support of the change will be resorded for public resord.

%ﬁéﬁlﬁ? L. GREENE, ospury LRECTOR
CHFRICE OF SRETT MOMRBLION
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TIEGIE5, 2:24 P State of West Virginla Mall - Pe: BSCSIRZE Speclat Soating Rute
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Good Afterncon Mr. Abrizzing,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would Bke to thank you for submitting vour public comment for the
proposad rule change o S380CSR26 - Specizl Boating Rules.

Your comment in opposition of the propsoed changss will be reviewed by the agency and recorded for public record.
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O Sun, Jul 8, 2025 at 8:.00 Pvftﬂ ’Maﬂ‘Abr e
! do not suppaort any changes that are proposs

T B

The proposead updates cannot be supported and enfore:‘ﬁ-d by the under staﬁed dnr officers and people will abuse the hp

lirmit upgrade . These bodies of water are not pleasure boating lakes and provide many paople the apportunity o fish
and hunt from 2 boat without the worry of pleasurs boaters. These bodias of water are the few places peopie can go
frorn Temortal Day to Labor Day and not dodge boat traffic for fishing, kavaking, canoeing. bird watching efs.

S

Sent from my. iPhone
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TIZHED, 2:25 P Btate of West Virginig Mail ~ Re: Limited horsepowar lakes

Comments, DR <dnreommeants@@wv.govs

Re: Limited horsepower lakes
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The West Virginia Division of Matural Ressurces would ke 1o thank you for submitting your public comment for the
proposed rule change o BECER2E - Spacial Bogting Rules.

Your comment in opposition of the propsoed cheanges will be reviewed by the agency and recorded for public racor.

Cn Sun, Jul 6, 2025 at 10:23 PM Tim ool SRR e ¥ B
| am absolutely sgainst changing the rule on the horsepower sl o the 10 horsepower lakes, Everybody knows there
are not encugh DNR officers to enforcs this law daily{and it will be broken daily) In & parfect world this would be fine but
in this day and ags i you el thern fire up the larger motors they will push the envelope past the law every time.
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TI2325, 227 PM Bimte of Wast Virginia Mail - Re: Stonscoal lake

Ra: Stonecos! lake

Coamands, BRR <dwreommants@uwygows
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Good Afternoon M Biake,

Tha West Virginia Division of Matural Resources would like 1o thank you for submitling vour public comment for the
proposad rule change to 58C5SR26 - Sgecial Boating Rules,

Your comment in opposition of the proposesd changes will be reviewed by the agency and recerded for public record,

WENDY L. GREENE, opwury IRECTOR
OFFIDE OF BREYT MUMRLLION
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Ori hon, Jul 7, 2025 at 7:58 AM Mitchell Blayg '
Good moming...wanting o voice the opinion for i part of stonecost lake fishing club,
have lived and fished it my whole iife. Changing th o lake foraver. There is nof enough
staff o keep bigger hp boats honest... snd being part of the club we afl want to preserve it as a fisherery. Nt
recreational. We are working on getling signatures together for 2 frue count for those against the changs. Thanks so
msch ~Miich
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TIA3E5, 247 PR State of Weel Virginis Mall - Re: Special Boating Rules

Comments, DNR <dnroommeanis@wegove

Re: Special Boating Rules
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Good Afterncon bMr. Webb,

The Weat Virginia Division of Nefural Resources would ke 1o thank you for submitting your public comment for the
proposed rule changs o SECEREE - Special Boating Rules.

Beech Fork Lake i an impoundment under the jurisdication of the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USATE). Any
horsepower changes on that body of waler would have o be approved by that autherity prior to the DNR being able o
make a change in this rule. The agency is actively working to sddress this subjact with the USACE. Your comment will be
recorded for public record.
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Why Exclude Beech Fork from the !ir-r:‘iiiéa.i‘-H haﬁges..'ﬁ'ﬁe idle anly works great at Upper Mud and lets

avervone srjoy the lake.
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SRR S
S Py

hitps:fmail.google. comimal/ W AESRYRRenenhrBrQFTFEDLEOEC S0l 2850 kOXuksKprPML-DBELGAY Pik=1Th487 oBbdBview ptEsaarchegli&parmi. .. 2



7225, 248 P Biate of West Virginia Mail « Re: 10 hp Himit

Lomanents, DNR ddroomments@wvgovd
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Gond Afternoon Mr Rhaodes,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would like to thank yvou for submilting your public commaent for the
proposed rule change {o S8C5R26 - Special Boating Rules.

Your comment will be recarded for public record,

WENDY L. QREENE, oppury iRECTOR
OFFICE OF BRETT MORILLION

i {04 BRE-FTERL | oy {304 BER-FVRE

Sl (R 8728 1 Wonap LSrnannedihe e
1142 Californds Averiss | Charleston, W 28308

Widnr.gov

/ e

g

R T

On Mon, Jul 7, 2025 at 321 AM Tima

P would like to see the law to change that u could uss a moiér"avar 10hp at no wake speed. Serd from my iPhong
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TIER2E, 300 PM State of West Virginla Madl - Re: Proposed Rule Changs_Stonscoat Lake

Comments, DNR <dnrcommmenisBwv.gove
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Good Aflernoon Mr. Simms,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would like 1o thank yvou for submitting vour public comment for the
proposed rule changs (o B8CEHR2E - Special Boaling Rudes.

Your commeant in opposition of the proposed chénges will be reviewed by ihe agency and recorded for public record.

In case you are unaware, § wani to pass along some information about the Upper Mud Lake. The Upper Mud Lake has
been under the same reguiation - motorboats with motors greater than 10hp being required 1o operate st no wake speed
sinoe 2021 - with positive rasulls,

\%g N

AFT N

§ %\ \\‘\\\\\\\ % V‘-\-\‘( \‘\N\‘ "‘"}“1‘ w%\
NRELE *\\%&%\ % %‘ﬁi ol mi} F
R R . % e s
Ll Rl S

3y 4 3 SRR on Btorecoal Lake. | beiaeva aliowing
boam with mctars qreater than 10HP, even af tﬂey arernt supgc&ecﬂ t cfeate wake would carlainly lead to an sbuse of
the nutes when no gams wardens are present. Stonecoal is a wonderful lake for small boais and kayake and is a great
lake to fish when trying to escaps from the hustle and bustie of the larger lakes such as Sionewall Jackenn and
Burnsville. | feal the rule changes would ruin this lake for the majority of people currently using it

Thank you for your consideration,
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FI23/25, 344 28 Shate of West Virginia Mail - Re: Commends on proposed 58026

Comments, BMR edrrovmmenisBwvgove
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Good Aftermoon Mr. Hatcher,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would like to thank you for subrmitting yvour public comment for the
proposed nile change to 38CERZE - Special Boating Rules.

Your comment in cpposition of the prepesed changes will be raviewsd by the agency and recorded for public record.

| da want to clarify for vour informtion, the agenasy isn't proposing a removal of all restrictions on motorboats with motors
targer than 10hp. The proposed rule change permits motorboats to have metors of larger than 10bp on the lake, howaver,
they may only oparaie af a no wake spaed.

ATTN: Wendy Greere
112 California Avenue
Charlesion WY 25305

Ms. Greens

My name is J, 7, Haicher and | live at 1302 Lone Qak Road Cotlageville WV 25238,
| am concerned with the proposed removal of the maximum horsepower Himit on the
Jackson County Lakes of O'Brien and Woodrum.

i am a native of Jackson County and remember when these lakes were built, and
have fished them for many years. These lakes were built to prevent the possibility of
flouding. They were also built with recreation in mind 50 boat ramps were added to
the lake. | know that neither of these lakes have enough open water to safely employ
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FZI2E, B4 M State of West Virginia Mail - Re: Comments on proposed 580326
large power motors and high speed. Removing the 10 horsepower restriction is not a
good option,

I am sure that if allowed, most bass fishermen would not abuse the new law and
nrobably would not have an issue. But within 2 short amount of time others who don't
even fish will be utilizing this new open waterway for pleasure boating. These lakes
are not big enough to pull lubes and or skiers withoul someone getling hurt or killed.
True fishermen will tell vou how they fegl when someone doesn't obey a No Wake
Zone and as small as these [akes are there will be no way (o avoid a massive wave
created by a large high power boat.

Fiease take some time and consider the fishermen you will displace and the
liability you will create.

Thank You
J. 1. Hatcher
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FIEN2E, 36 P Siate of West Virginia Mail - Re: Special Bogting Rule (SECSREE)

CGood Afternoon M Hackworth,

The Wast Virginia Division of Natural Resources would like to thank you for submitting your public nomment for the
proposed ruie changs o BACERIZE - Special Boating Rules,

Your commant in support of the change will be recorded for public renord,

Currently, all boats up to a max of {0hp can run wide open at the 8 impoundments listed in this
proposed rule. 'm 100% in favor of eliminating this 10hp-max restriction and adopling a "NO
WAKE" rule for ali watercraft at these locations. | urge ocur WVDNR (o

adopt Special Boating Rule SBCERZE.

Thank you and | appreciate the opportunity o comment.

Sincersly,
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TIZNER, 3115 PM Steste of West Virginia Mall - Ba: Spacial Beating Rule (S8C5RTFE6)

Comments, DNE <dnrcommentisfrwrgoy

Re: Special E@atmg Ruls (5&‘363@;263
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T2BEE 318 P Btate of Wast Virginia Meil - Re! Spoecis! Beating Rule 5805R26

Commants, DMR <darcommenis@wegove

Re: Spe_;cg?aig&%@;@%g Rule 58C5R286
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Good Afterncon Coray,

¥

The West Virginta Division of Mabiral Resources would fike 1o thank you for submitting vour public commaent for the
sroposed ritle change [ BBC3SREZG - Special Boating Rules.

Beach Fork Lake is an impourndrenl under the jurisdication of the Uniled States Anmy Gorps of Englnesrs (USAGEY. Any
horsepower changes on that body of water would have to be approved by that authority prior o the DNR being able 1o
maka @ change in this rule. The agency is actively working to address this subject with the USACE. Your comment will be
recorded for public recond.

On Fri, Jul 11, 2028 at 11:85 AM corey &
Fwish this rule would include the biggest! "éhp =

: stnotad InEE 1 e Bate. ten ke wald be Beeoh Fork just outside
Hurntingion, YWy, The lake is just over ?E}B acres of waler. This restricion keeps majority of the population or oui siaters
from enjoyving the lake. Currently, ail bosts up o a max of 10hp can run wide spen al the impoundments mentioned in
the bill and aiso the iake stated above.

Frn 100% in favor of gliminating the 10hp-max restriction and adopting a "NO WAKE" rule for all watercraft. { am in
favor of Special Boating Rule BBUERZE. Thanks in advance, Cormay Gue -Vice President of Mountainser Bassmasters
out of Barboursville, Wy

Sent from my iPhone

2
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FiEA2E, 452 PR Btate of West Virginia Mall - Re: In Favor of Special Boating Rule SBOSRZE

Gommmenis, DNRE <inroovmnents@ene o

f Special Boating Rule 538C3R26

Re: in Faver@am e 1)
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Good Aflernoon Mr. Nowalk,

Tha West Virginia Divislon of Natura!l Resources would like to thank you for submitling vour public commaent for the
proposed rule change (o S8CSRE6 ~ Speclal Boating Fides.

Beach Fork Lake is an impoundrmant under the jurisdication of the United States Army Coms of Engineers (USAGE] any
horsepower changes on that body of waler would hava 1o be approved by that suthorily prior to the DAR being able to
make a changs in this rule, The agency is astively worlking to address this subject with the USACE. Your comment in

support of the proposed rule chnage will be recorded for public record.
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On Fri, Jul' +1, 2025 at 12:08 PM Ben NoW

5
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| am writing o say that | am in favor this new ruls Specs, Boaing Rule 5BCSR26! Please et
that happen at Beech Fork Laks as wali in Waynea County!

Thank Youl
Ben
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Good Afternoon Mr. Somerville,

State of West Virginia Mall - Re: HP fimlt changs

Coynmants, DR <direommentsiBeegovs

Wed, Jul 23, 2025 at 3:54 PM

The West Virginia Division of Netural Resources would like to thank you for submitling your public comment for the

proposed rule changs 1o 53CSR26 - Special Boating Rules.

Your comment in support of the change will be recorded for public record.
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Ciy Sat, Jul 12, 2025 af 448 PM Bob Some ' 1
Pwould ke o say | am in favor of changing thed
spaad and use the troling motor whan needed. ;
no wake and idie only would make for a betlter experience .

e muchbeasier to hava idle
Faave Tishing and making the lakes
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THE3I25, 3:58 PM State of West Virginda Mall - Re MHormepower imits

Comments, BNR <dneoomments@iwegov>
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Goond Afternoon M. Trunk,

The West Virginia Divisicn of Natural Resources would ke fo thank you for submitling your public comment for the
proposed nile changs to S8CERZE - Special Boating Rules.

Your cornmeants on the propsoed changes will be reviewsd by the agency and recorded for public record.

PN L. OREENE, prpury DIRECTOR
OFFIGE OF GRETT MOMLLION

{308) DTN {31‘3-1\ HER-ITHR
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Winngey

A3 regards he horsepower E mit f’;r boata tm atate managed lakeg | baiiwe it & disoriminatory o afiow boaters with up
16 10 horsepower motors to run full speed and create wakes on these lakes while not allowing boaters with ldrger
motors to use their sngines at all. | think a much better oplion, ong thal would be fair to all recreational fishermen and
boaters, would be to eliminate the horsepower limit altogether and make all these lakes no wake. Then all fishermen
cauid adie araund to as‘y piace on the iakss o 1’" sh and bogters will iargar?ib-mhg}_gnmars could use their & H“'\;san'*\ it

SROR VAL Tor SoriSidatiy of renuest. Jobn Trull

hitps:fmeit googis.comimatlfbAECF R Rmenhr BnQFIFSDLG G080 285h_ kSXuksKorPML- DBEU;u!ﬂf'}lk“’i?hd&?cﬁbé&wgw;pt&seamh walidparmt ..

1

Il
i

1



TIZA/26, 9.59 AM Siate of Wast Virginiz Mal - Re: 3008R28

Re 58%3@25

IR \a,\'.\ ‘hﬁ\ﬁg}\\\\
Loa by }w
NN \m\ﬁ\
Uiy

Good Moming Mr. Adelman,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources waould like o thank you for submitting your public comment for the
propased rule change to SBCER2E - Spedia! Boaling Fulas.

Your comment in opposition of the proposed changss will be revdawed by the agency and recorded for public record.

in case you are unaware, | want o pass gong some information about the Upper Mud Lake. The Upper Mud Laks has
besn under the sarme reguiation - molorboals with ractors greater than 10hp being required (o operale &t no wake speed
since 2021 - with positive results,

WENDY L GREENE, DepuTy DIRETTOR
OFFICE OF ER?ET‘:‘“ PMOMILLION
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On Sat, Jul 18, 2025 at 3:08 AM Sral

To the Wont Viginias Drvision of Mataral R3HE

I o writing to express oy strong opposition to the proposed remwoval of horsepower limits on six bodies of water in West Virginia,
parficwarly Stonecesl Lake. As arepgular visitor and supportes of responsivle outdoor recreation, I believe that maintaining the current 14-
horsepower limit on Stonoooal Lake is ossentisl to preserving s unigue character, public safery, and ecolagical balance.

Stonecoal Lake is a peaceful and serene body of water, valued by anglers, kayakers, canosiste, and others secking quist, low<impact recreation.

The ourcent 16-barsepower Bmit heips ensure 3 trengnil environment, misimizes shoreline srosion, sud protects wildlife habitats. Incressing
the aliowshle horsepower would not onfy disvupt tie natvral quict of the lake bui also increase the risks of accidents and user conflots.

It iz also tportant fo niote that Rionewall Iackson Lake, located fust minutes away, is alveady availabie for those with iigher-nowered boats.
This makes it unnecessary to alier the longstanding regulations at Stonecosl Lake, which has served a5 a vital low-tmpact recrestional ares for
RY YOuIs,
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Ti24438, G583 A State of Wast Virginiz Mail - Re: SCER2E

Ome of the most pressing concerns Is the current lack of law enforcement presence on Stonceoal Lake. Even under the carvent repulations,
enforeernent of boating lavs, including wake restrictions, s misimal. I horsepowser Himits are Hited, if s highly likely that some nsers will
disregard no-wake zones and speed lmits, creating dangerous conditions for paddiers and anglers, as well as increased nodse and water
polbation,

Tipge the Division fo maindain the corrent hovsepower restrictions on Stonsceal Lake and w recognize the importance of preserving diverse
recreatioms] epportanities acress the state. ot every Jake should be open to bigh-speed boating, and Stonccoal Lake i3 a rave and valushle
example of a low-borsapower, peacefal setting that should be protevied,

Thani vou fir considering this input 83 part of the public compeent process.

Respectiully,

Brott sdefman
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Ti24425, 11 AM State of Wast Viiginis Maill - Re: S308R28
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Bood Morming M. Harlow,

The West Virginia Division of Matural Resources would fike 1o thank vou for submilting your public comment for the
proposed rule changs to 38CSRZ6 - Special Boating Rules.

Your commeant in opposition of the proposed changes will ba reviewad by the sgency and recorded for public record.

in case you are unaware, | wand 10 pass along soms information about the Upper Mud Lake. The Upper Mud Lake has
been undar the same ragulstion - motorboats with motors grester than 10hp being required o operate at no wake speed
since 2021 - with positive results.

WENDY L. GREEME, sepery IRECTOR
QFFICE OF BRETT MURMILLION

o (R0 BEE-2TEE ¢ b (S0M) SEBITER

el {ERTY 3T OFRY ¢ Wonehe b Seasnadienngae
112 Callfiomia Seenus | Sharleslon, WY 25308
Widnegow
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On Sat, Jul 12, 2028 at 10:23 AM Stephen M
To the West Virginda Division of

T am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed removal of horsepower
limits on six bodies of water in West Virginia, particularly Stonecoal Lake. As a regular
visitor and supporter of responsible outdoor recreation, I believe that maintaining the
current 10-horsepower limit on Stonecoal Lake is essential {o preserving its unigue
character, public safety, and ecological balance.

Stonecoal Lake is a peaceful and serene body of water, valued by anglers, kavakers, and

others seeking quiet, low-impact recreation. The current 10-horsepower limit helps ensure

a, minimizes shoreline erosion, and protects wildlife habitats. Increasing the allowable
horsepower would not only disrapt the natural guiet of the lake but also increase the rigks
of accidents and user conflicts,
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TIEAIES, 1001 AM State of West Virginia Mail - Re: 58083R26

it is also important fo note that Stonewall Jackson Lake, located just mimuates away, is
already available for those with higher-powered boats. This makes it unnecessary to alter
the longstanding regulations at Stonecoal Lake, which has served as a vital low-impact
recreational area for many vears.

One of the most pressing conceras is the current lack of law enforcement presence on
Stonecoal Lake. Even under the current regulations, enforcement of boating laws,
inchuding wake restrictions, is minimal. If horsepower limits are lifted, it is highly likely
that some users will disregard no-wake zones and speed limits, creating dangerous
conditions for paddlers and anglers, as well as mcreased noise and water pollution,

I urge the Division to maintain the current horsepower restrictions on Stonecoal Lake and
10 recognize the importance of preserving diverse recreational opportunities across the
state. Mot every lake should be open to high-speed boating, and Stonecoal Lake is a rare
and valuable example of a low-horsepower, peaceful setting that should be protecied.

Thank vou for considering this input as part of the public comment process.

Respectiully,
Stephen Harlow
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TIA4I25, 10:04 Al Stata of Wast Wirginia Mail ~ Re: Attentlon Wendy Greens Special Boating Rule (SBIUBR2GY

Lake) Letthe families and everyone continue o do canoeing, paddle boarding and small lake fishingin a
SAFE, pristine and beauliful environment in which it has been for decades.

Sincerely and all the respect of the DNR,

Jason and Melinda Drummond
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FA4425, 11:54 AW Stats of West Virginia Mail - Re: S8C5RZE

Comments, BNR <dnrcommentewegows

Re: S8COR26
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Good Moming Ms. CapeBianco,

Tha West YVirginia Division of Matural Bssources would ke o thank you for submiiting vour public comment for the
proposed rule change o 38CEREE - Spedial Boating Rules.

Your comment in opposition of the proposed changes will ba reviewed by the agency and recorded for public record.

I case you are unaware, | want to pass along some information sbout the Upper Mud Lake. The Upper Mud Laks has
been under the same reguiation ~ molorboats with motors grester than 10hp being required o operale af no waks spesd
since 2021 ~ with positive resulis.

Cn Sat, Jul 19, 2025 at 1:33 PM pamela TR

ToWest Virginia Division of Natural Resources,

1 am writing to sxpress my strong opposition to the proposed removal of borsepower limits on six bodies of water in Wast Virginia,
particalarly Stoneooal Lake, As 2 howmsowner at Stonecoal lake and supporter of responsibls outdoor reersation, ¥ believe that maintaining the
owrrent 1 0-bomepower limit on Stonccoal Laks iz cssontial to proserving its unique character, public safety, and ecological balsnce.

Stoneeoa Lake is a peacefid and serene body of water, valusd by anglers, kayakers, canosists, and others sseking guiel, low-impsact recteation,
The current [0-horsepower limit helps snsure a tranquil environment, minimizes shorelins erosion, aad profects wildlife abitats. Tncressing
the allowable horsepower would not only dismpt the natural guist of the lake but also increase the risks of sceidents and wsor conflicts,

It is also tmporiant to note that Stonewall Jackson Lalce, located just minutes away, is alrendy available for those with higher-powered boats,
This makes 1 vnnecessary to alier the longstanding mgulations 2t Stonccoz] Lake, which has served as a vital fow-impact recreational area for
MARY yoars.
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FI2AEEE, 1154 AM Biate of West Virginia Mall - Re! S3C8R28

£ine of the mest pressing concems 18 the cwrent lack of law enforement prosence on Stonecoal Lake. Tiven under the current regulations,
enfvroemnent of boating laws, incheding wake restrictions, is mindmwal. I borsepawer lanits are lilled, it is highly fikely that some users will
disregard no-wake rones and specd Hmits, creating dangerous conditions for paddlers and angless, as well as nersased noise and water
pollution.

Furge the Division o matatain the cerrent horsepower regtrictions on Stonecoa] Lake and 10 recogrize the ireportance of preserving diverse
recregtional opportunities across the state, Not every lake showld be open o high-speed baating, and Stonecos] Lake is a rare and vahmhle
example of 3 Jow-horscpower, peaceful serting that shoudd be protected.

Thank you for considering this input 2 part of the public comment process,

Respectially,
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TI24/25, 1202 PM Sitate of West Virginia Mail ~ Re: Stonecost Lake

Commants, DRR <darcommenisifev.govs
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Good Afternoon Ms. Allstot,

The West Virginiz Division of Matural Rescurces would like 1o thank vou for submitting your public commaeant for the
propased nile change to B8CSRZE - Spedial Boating Rules.

Your comment in opposition of the proposed changes will be reviewed by the agency and recorded for public record,

sty Aesrngn 1 Sherdewine, WY 3R3GE
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Tha thing that makes the iake 50 spacial is its quiet and seianily. 113 8 vely unlisual thing these days to find 2 body of
water where there is no loud engine noise and people buzzing around on jat skis or bigh powered boats. T undesstand
that the proposed change In policy calls for no wake, but if someone has a large motor, there's & chance they will rev it
Lif.

| think what keeps the lake quiet is the hp limit. | hope that you do not change the policy.
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Ti24425, 13:03 PM Btate of West Vieginda Mall - Re: Slonocoal lake horsepower fimdt

oal lake horsspower limit

Commsnis, DR <dnrcommentsiiwy.gove
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Good Afternoon Mr. Riddle,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would ke to thanik you for submitting vour public comment for the
proposed rule chianne 10 BACSHZE - Spacial Boating Rules.

Your commernit in spposition of the proposed changes will be reviewead by the agancy and recorded for public record.

CHFICE OF SRETT MOMILLION
o {3ME) BEB-ZTES | Suy (B BEB.JTER
SBT3 534 4728 WhoadplGraonadiee goy

TR Caftforriy Aovoree 1 Ohasieston, WY 35508
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Oin Sat, Jul 18, 2025 at 8:32 PM David 8
in regards to the horsepower fimit at leasty
iake 1o loave it as is.

W ) o kg iy Dewts nounbhed i
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Tid4iEs, 12:08 PM Btate of West Virginia Mail - Be: Speclal boating rule

Comments, DNR <darcommenisifwegovs

Re: Special boating rule
Tmessage /il

G f e PR
Comments, 3 8! Saah
To: Chris HudH

Good Afterncon Mr, Hughart,

The Weat Virginka Division of Matural Resources would fke fo thank you Tor submitting your public comment for the
proposed rule change (o 5808R26 - Special Boating Rules.

Your cormiment in opposiion of the proposed changes will be raviswad by the agency and recorded for public record.
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On Tue, Jul 22, 20285 ot 211 ﬁ%%§§§

2
.-J_:-w 5?‘:3 Ry

| have lived in the Rigley w.v area for over twenly years and | have fished these lakes for just about as
fong. The last several vears the lakes have grown in popularity with most weekends from spring to fall
being overcrowded as is with thase lakes only being a few hundred acres and evan lass of that being
prime fishing waters. So | beliave with this rule change we are going to take sliready over pressured lake
and makes it worse, Mot [o mention the pleasure bosiars that live dose (o these lakas will be there also.
Thesze lakes oifer a special opporiunity for the people with the smaller boals and kavaks (o exparience
what great fishing w.v has o offer without being over powered by the larger boats that ziready have
endiess opporturdtias to fish with the larger lakes and rivers in the state.

So that's my opinion | vote NO! on the Repeal of the existing e
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FE24028, 151 P State of West Virginia Mall - He: 508R28 Responss fo Bosgling Uimitgtions

Comernents, DR <dnroormmants@eegowr
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Good Aftemoon Ms, Garrigorn,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would like o thank vou for submitting vour public comment for the
proposed rule change io 58CSH28 ~ Special Boating Rules. Your cormments in opposition of the proposed changes will be
reviewad by the aganoy and recordad for public record.

 wouskd like 1o take a moment o touch base on some of your spacific issues, the most relevert belng that although the
lirnitation on horsepowsr on the fake would ba lifted, it does not permit the use of thoses larger motors 3t higher speads.
Motorboats of greater than 10hp may only operate at no wake speed. Given that resiriction, your concems regarding
safaty and potential snvironmental degredation should be mitigated. The earth dam you referenced s subjact o the
regulation and supervision requirermnenis of the WY Dam Gontrol snd Safety Act. A3 no wake will be created, no additionsl
erosion of the dam is anticipated. | also wanted 1o let vou know that the Upper Mud Lake has been under the same
requlation - motarboats with motors greater than 10hp being reqguired (o operate &l no wake speed since 2021 - with
positive results. The Division of Natural Resources Matural Fesources Police iake their responsibliity fo promote safe
boating praclices very serousily, as well as their responsibility to conduet patrols and enfores regulations. That will not
change with any change (o regulations.

WENDY L. OREENE, nepury (iRBCTOR
OFFIOE OF BRETT MORMILLION

0 (A0 BERETRG | s (R04) 5582768

{881} 344 B725 ¢

wg [ Dherleston WY IR
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Dear Weandy Greens,

This email exprasses strong opposition o the proposed incraass in boating
hm%gmwar imitations 1o the Stonseoal Lake watarway which narrowly Shans acrass
Lawis and Upshur Counties

While acknowledging the desire for higher speads and performancs by soma boatars,
this proposal carries substantial risks and drawbacks that threaten the safsty of all
waler users, the health of our aguatic soosystems, the overall anjovment of our
shared waterway, and most impdriantly the earth dam that suppaorts this watarway in
Lewis County. The proposed horsepower regulation mentions the use of no-wake
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TIR4T25, 1201 B4 State of Wast Virginia Mall - Re: 8C5R28 Response to Bogting Limitations
bouys and posted signs. T would like to go on record making the DNR swars that
Stonecoal Lake walsrway does not have any postings or buoys regarding salsty,
wake zones; only no swimming bouys.

in the proposal there is mention of no economical impact or expanss, iz is faiss,
The cost WV DNR will spend to purchase, install, educate, and inorease patrolling
efforts, will be a large expense fo BDNHK that is not being recognized,

1. Earth Dam

Stonecoal Lake waterway is contained by an sarth dam in Lewis County at the and of
Spilway Road. The soll typs in this region of West Virginia ig wall-known for slipping
and being unstable. Any damage or erosion {o this sarth dam would be catastrophic
o the town of Weston, WV, Should the earth dam fail, thousands of lives, homes,
businesses as well as 79 will be obliterated.

2. Safety Concams

» Increased Risk of Accidents: Higher speads reduce a bost oparalor's reaction tims and intresss
stopping distances, making collisions with other vessels, objects, and swirnmers mote likely,
Excessive speeds can also lead o boals becoming unstable, particularly In congested areas or
during tumns, increasing the rsk of capsizing or passengers being thrown overbosrd. In fact,
speeding is a frequent contributor fo boating accidents. Stonscoal Lake walsrway is narow,
reducing the space and distance a boater can salely operate at a higher spead.

s Reduced Maneuverability: Higher horsepower can compromise a boat’s mansuvarability,
sspecially at higher speeds, making it harder o navigale busy watervays, avold obstacles, or
respond to sudden changes in conditions. Again, Stonecosl Lake watarnway 18 narrow, reduding
the distance for higher spasd boating.

» Challengss for Inexperienced Operators: Increased horsspower reguires groater skill angd
gxperiencs o operate safely. More powerful boals may be attractive 10 less axperienced
individuals, who could be more prong 1o accidents due to lack of reining or understanding of safe
operation practices. Slates like Oregon and South Carolina have even implemenied mandatory
boating safely courses for operating boats exceeding 10 horsepowser, ragognizing the link
between horsepower and accidents, What has WV done?

3. Environmental impaoct

» Shorstine Erosion and Habital Degradation: Larger wakes ganeratsd by highsr horsspowar bosts
confribute significantly lo shoreling erosion, parficulatdy in namow or shallow waterways, | must
siate again, Stonecoal Lake walerway is oo narrow for higher spesd bosting, The waves
gensrated by boat wakes ¢an be arpund a foot high or more and cauge shoraling smoslon and
ioss of vagetation. Research shows that boat wakes are a significant faotor in shorsling srosion,
gven mors so than wind waves in some areas, potentially contributing to marsh loss and
disrupting faunal communitios. Again, the soil In this ragion slips and unstabls, The shorsline of
Stonecoal Lake has a community of homes to the East that will be grestly Impacted by any
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TIRAIEE, 1231 PM State of Wast Virginia Mall - Re: SCSR26 Rasponses io Boating Uimitations
shoveline arosion. And we can’'t miss an opportunity to spress the imporiance of ths sarth
dam’s mi&gﬁiy; disruption to this sarth dam is nol an concem that the WY DRR should ignors.

v Water Quality Degradation: Boat wakes and propelier urbulence can re-suspend botlom
sadiments, increasing water lrbidity and reducing light pensiration, impasting submarged
aguatic plant growth and aguatic e, This sediment disturbance can alsd releess storad nuirlents
fiks phosphorus, fusling alge! blooms and further degrading wabsr quality. Studies have shown
Hiat furbidily in lakes with motorboal activity Invreases over the summer months, Hkely dus to
sediment disturbance. Slonecosl Lake walsnvay was onos & town with natursl gas lines,
disturbanes to any sediment of these gas fines could pollute the vegatation or snjdymant of this
waterway.

» impact on Aguatic Ecosyslems: Increased turbidity can smother small fish and inveriebrates,
while the destruction of agualic planis negatively affects the scosystents food wabs and
shoreline stabliization. Boat wakes also present a variety of stressors 1o aguatic organisms,
including noise, chemical poliulants, and direct physical hamm.

3, impaci on the boaling sxperience
2, impact on the boating

» Reduced Enjoyment for Gther Waler Users: Excessive speads and large wakes from high-
horsepower boals can negatively impact other recreationa! acthdities sush a8 kayaking,
paddieboarding, fishing, and simply anjoying a quist day on the water,

+ Nofse Pollution: Higher hosepower engines often generste more noiss, disrupting the tranguilily
of the walerway for all users.

4. Infrastructure and sconomic consideration

Potential Economic Disruption: While proponents may argus 1or economis benefits,

the polential for increased acdidents on a waterway that s not mimiéeﬁi oF monitired,

damage to pmgmfiy and negative npacts on other boaling acivities could creals a

negalive sconomic rippls offect on tourism and recreational industries could creste g
negative econamic rippis effect on the tourlsm and recreational industias on 8 healthy

and safe wa&am&y srwvironmant,

In conclusion, the polential for Increased asccldents, environmental degradation, and
raduced enjoyment for ail waler users outwaighs any perceived dansiits of inorsasing
boating horsepower limitations, Maintaining or strengthening sxisting reguiations is
urged fo prioritize the safely and sustainability of Stonecoal Lake waterway, The foous
should be on promoling responsible boating praclices, ensuring safs speeds, and
protecting vaiuabls natural resources for ail 1o enjoy.
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TI24125, 145 P State of West Virginia Mail - Re 9.9 hp law changs

Re: 8.9 hg\ faw change

Tomments, DR <dnroomments@iwegovr
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Sood Aternoon My, Guick,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would ke to thank vou for submitling vour public comment on bebaif of
the Stonecoal Lake Fishing Club for the proposed rule change to S8CSR28 - Special Boating Rulss,

Your comments in opposition of the proposed changes will be revicwed by the agency and recorded for public record.
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Dear WY DNRE,

My name is Jersmy Quick, and | serve as the President of the Stonecoal Lake Fighing Club Ing. | am writing on behatf
of cur organization in response to the proposal regarding the removal of the 8.8 horsepower limit on Stonecoal Lake,
which would allow larger motors o idie,

The Stoneccal Lake Fishing Club Inc. has been an active snd dedinated organization sinoe 1980. Over the years, we
have contributed significantly io the betterment of the lake and the angling community. Our contributions include years

of trout stocking, habitat imgrovermant projects, and the recent construction of new rearing ponds in parinership with the

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (WY DNR). As a nonprofit, we have independently fundad many of these
initigtives.

Additionally, we have purchased two 30-fout dock extensions to improve access (o the lake. Cur club buiiding also
houses @ hatchery where we assist the WY DMR in ooflecting and hatching walleve eggs. These walleye fry are then
raised until they are large encugh o be safely released into the iake.

The Stonacos! Lake Fishing Club Inc. represents a large and invested stakeholder group, and we strongly oppose the
proposed changs (o the current horsepowsr Himit,

Stonecoal Lake is one of the few remaining areas where anglers with smaller boats and kayaks can enjov safe and
peaceful fishing without interference from large boats. Allowing higher horsepower motors—even at idle—creates an
erdorcement challenge. it is widely understood that some boalers will exceed idie speeds when not monitored, and the
current level of law enforcement is insufficient o ansure compliance.

Furthermore, the infrasiructure at the lake cannot support increased traffic from larger boats. The Upshur County boat
ramp accommaodates only about six boats, with a small gravel parking area. The Lewis County ramp provides around
22 parking spots and, per loumament rules, can only support 15 tournament pariicipants at a tfime due to the 75%
parking space Hmil.

For alt of these reasons, the Stonecos! Lake Fishing Club ino. respactiully requests that the existing 8.9 HF maodor limit
rernain in place. This rule is essential for preserving the safaty, accessivility, and ecoiogical batance of the lake.

i you would ke fo discuss this matter further, pleasea feel fres to contact me at (304} 439-9079.

Sincoraly,
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TR, *i*m—m T State of West Virginia Maif - Ha: 8.9 hp law change
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FIRAI25, 420 OIS State of West Virginia Mall - Re: SBCSRYE - Commants

Comments, DR <dorcommenis@wegows

Re: 58CSR26 - Comments
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The West Virginia Division of Matural Resources would like fo thank you for submitting vour public comment for the
proposaed rule changse o 58C5R26 - Speacial Boating Rulss,

Your comments in opposition of the proposed changes will be reviewed by the agency and recordad for public record. To
address your concern regarding DN officals use of vessels on restricted bodies of water, agency officals are exempt
from the provisions of this rule when functioning in an official capacity. Also, | wart to pass slong some information about
fhe Upper Mud Lake. The Unper Mud Lake has been under the same reguiztion - motorboais with motors greaier than
10hp being required 1o operate at no wake spead since 2021 - with posilive resulls,

ENDY L. GEEENE, ssrury IRsgis
OFRIOE OF BRETT MOMILLION
o Y SBE-ETEA | o {08 5884

Dear Ms. Greans

As an avid WV angler, | would STRONGLY recommend NOT approving the horsepower change as
proposad in S58CER2E. | bass fish all across the stale; bolh in tournaments, as well as recreationally. §
have two boats, one of which is fiberglass, over 8.9 hp, and sstup for fishing tournaments and any larger
body of water. My other boat is aluminum, with a 8.9 hp motor, and setup just for our lakes with 2 8.9 hp

rastriction. { have, in the past, taken my fiberglass boat to our smalier impoundments and used the troliing

maotor only - so | know it can ba dons; lawfully. | say thing to prove that | understand what each type of
hoat is capabie of,

Any fisherman that spends a decant amount of tima on the walsr will tall you that not evervone plays by
the rules, as P'm sure vou well know. H you give an inch, a mils witl ba taken. In fast, even some of the

DMR cfiicials have not followed the current rules as written. | can provide selaboration and sven pictures of

events such as DNR officars entering restricted impoundments with boatls having motors greater than 10
np without, “the propslier removad or have the motor withdrawn 1o the maximum iraliable ime while
operating” in such lake, With thal, pecple will not respect the idle only” aspect of the rule change. They
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will create wakes big snough o overlum some smaller vessels — daily. Additionally, you will see fishing
boats with large motors running at full speed and even the smallest of impoundments. I've seen it already,
howeaver, if this rule is changesd, it will happen all the time. Rural WY counties are not squipped 1o do as
many water rescues and salvage operations as would bacome necessary with the changes. Taking one'’s
farnily on these lakes would become unsafe dus to this.

P strongly encourage that the rules are nof changed regarding hp reslricions. You will not be doing a favor
o anyons who “plays by the rules.”

Regards,
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Good Sernoon Mr. Hayes,

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would éskas: & thank you for submitting your pubic comment Tor tha
proposed rule change to S808RA2E - Spevial Bosting Rula

After further consideration our F\Qéﬂ ey recommendation will not be o Emit the thrust or horsepowsr restrictions on the
sleclric only lekes, Cur desire Is o protact the safety of thoss on ths iake and the proposal will state Mat those sleciris
ondy lakes will be no w for alf vessels with sleotric motors. To addrass your second point vou will s bo aliowed o
oparate the 9.9 hp on thoss lakes as vou have done pravicusiy. Only those mgters greater than 10 hp will be required (o
oparate al no waks ap%d in the specific aress mentionad in the nde. THi irdly, wa have had a similar rule as proposed on
'jg,psv BMud iake and have not sxpeniencad any sniown problems since its inception, The Law Enforcemant and Wiidiifs

sctions will continua 1o monitor hege aress and will make rnde adiustment proposals a8 nesded o address BTy
CONCRAIMS.

WENDY L. GREENE, neourvomrenToR
OFFICE OF BRETT MOMILLEN
;;fs\ '-ms 52@&?5% | dwy FIDM) SER.IVRE

B
Dy \\\ Looirsavndiern g

: Charsston, WY 28508

“:"“’!‘ RS,

i am wni ;‘ag soout ﬁ:zsa ps‘m. SRR T RGeS Al Rk 5‘35"%}'5"5{ Lake, Olrien Lake and
Woodrums Lake. | am mentioning those 3 Em:a{:@ssm athms.é are the ones | fish and am familiar
with,

| have concems about the proposals,

1. Electric motors baing defined as 70 pounds thrust or less. | have 2 Minn Kots Ultrex {rofling
motors that both have 80 mmﬁi‘ thrusl. | have one on the boat and one spare. They are
expensive rofing molors. | paid roughly $3100.00 for the last ong. T had no intention of doing
anything iHlegal. ¥1am reading the proposal corvectly, those would be over the pound thrust limit
and therefore, Hlegal. | sure hope | am wrong with my interpretation as that would mean | would
have aimost 3600000 in frolling motors that would now be Hlegal. | am ratired and on a fixed
incoma and that would be devastating.

2. 1 have had bass boals for over 25 vears and used fo fish Sufion and Stonewall Lakes with
uniimited horsepower gasoline motors. Aboul § vears age, | bought a second boat with 2 9.9
norsepower motor specifically for the 3 lakes mentioned above. | am a lills confused about the

w horsepower limits and the no wake terminology. Would | still be abls to un my 8.9
horsepower ot full speed {which is only around 8 miles per hour with 2 people onboars 117 s the
no wake section of the proposal only for motors over 10 horsepowsr?  would also be

ltpsfmall gongle comimallib/ARCRERUVT Pl o DWiel BTeRbw2a ERPeAV T OnUrERp2 1 g TN L2/ Mo | TRARFOEDS Bviaw-pilsearchealiRoarm. .. 42
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devastating if | spent around $7000.00 a few years ago for a boat specifically for those lakes only
to not be allowad any longer 1o run my 8.9 horsepower mofor at above an idle.  Hopefully, these
regutation proposals wont hurt the people who have done evervthing in our power to be legal at
those lakes. Please do not take away our righis o run our 8.9 horsepower motors at full speed.
We have invested lots of money 1o fish those Iakes. | have since sold my boat with the 115
horsepower motor that | used at Sutton and Stonswall lakes.

3. This is the least important of my concems but still, | believe, a valid point. | fish Woodrums
Lake a lot and have seen several pgople running larger than allowed gas motors at way above
no wake spaads. | can't say for sure that they wers running full throttle but definitely legal. |
believe allowing motors over 10 horsepower wilt only lead to more abuse by the people that are
already illegal and also tempt more people 1 run larger motors at ilegal speeds.

In surnmary, the people with larger boats and molors have lakes that they can fish. | think
allowing larger gas motors on thess small lakes will negatively impact the aftraction of those
lakes for the people that have bought boats and sguipment {o be legal on them.

Thank yvou for vour consideration in this matter.
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