WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF OPTOMETRY

179 Sumrers Street, Swie 231 o Charleston, WV 23301 » Phone: 3034-558-5901 e Fax: 304-358-5908 & Website: optometry. wv.gov

July 23, 2025

The Honorable Kris Warner

West Virginia Secretary of State’s Office
State Capitol Complex

1900 Kanawha Blvd East

Charleston, WV 25305

RE: PROPOSED CHANGES TO TITLE 14 LEGISLATIVE RULE WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF
OPTOMETRY SERIES 1 RULES OF THE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY PUBLIC COMMENTS
RECEIVED

Dear Secretary Wamer,

The West Virginia Board of Optometry (“Board”) received one (1) public comment regarding the proposed
changes to TITLE 14 LEGISLATIVE RULE WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF OPTOMETRY SERIES 1 RULES OF
THE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY during the public comment period from June 10, 2025 to July 10, 2025.

After reviewing the submitted public comment at our July 18, 2025 Special Board Meeting, the Board
believes the rule should continue through the rule-making process as presented without modification.

With regard to the first public comment received on July 1, 2025, section 14-1-10 is being eliminated
because it references W. Va. St. Code §61-10-21, which was repealed, and therefore is no longer needed in the Rule.

With regard to the second public comment received on July 10, 2025, the rules in question do not address
the concerns that the WV Academy of Eye Physicians and Surgeons raised in their letter of comment. Instead, their
concerns lie with the statutory revisions made to the Board's goveming statute with the adoption of SB 565 during the
2025 Legislative Session that became effective July 9, 2025,

The two public comments received are included with this correspondence in their entirety as well as the
Board’s response to cach party that filed the public comments.

Please contact our office if any additional information is needed regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Lesley McCallister
Executive Director
West Virginia Board of Optometry



Leslex McCallister

From: Info

Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2025 9:12 AM

To: Deb Klimek

Subject: RE: Rules of the WV Board of Optometry
Dr. Klimek,

Thank you for your email and public comment received on July 1, 2025 regarding the proposed changes to the TITLE 14
LEGISLATIVE RULE WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF OPTOMETRY SERIES 1 RULES OF THE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY during the
public comment period from June 10, 2025 to July 10, 2025.

After reviewing your public comment at our July 18, 2025 Special Board Meeting, the Board believes the rule should
continue through the rule-making process as presented without modification. Section 14-1-10 is being eliminated
because it specifically references W. Va. Code §61-10-21, which was repealed, and therefore is no longer needed in the
Rule.

Please contact our office if you have any questions or additional information is needed.

Lesley McCallister

Executive Director

West Virginia Board of Optometry
179 Summers Street, #231
Charleston, WV 25301

Office: 304-558-5901

Cell: 304-590-0846

Fax: 304-558-5908

NEW Website: optometry.wv.gov

From: Deb Klimek <klimekdl@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 1, 2025 8:44 PM

To: Info <info@wvbo.org>

Subject: Rules of the WV Board of Optometry

Dear Lesley McCallister,

| recently read the proposed amendments to the Rules of the West Virginia Board of Optometry, specifically 14-1, 10
relating to “Unlawful use of the prefix Doctor or Dr.” | am a pediatric ophthalmologist with the degree of Medical Doctor.
| underwent 13 years of higher education to attain the surgical skills and education necessary for me to confidently treat
children with ocular diseases and dysfunction. | don’t understand why your board has proposed deleting the degree
associated with the title of “doctor”. Optometrists worked hard for their title as well.

There is so much confusion which started with training nurse practitioners and physician assistants. Patients are
confused into thinking everyone is a doctor. | met a dad at my daughter’s sporting event a few weeks ago who told me he
was a doctor. | said, “Oh! So am |. What type of doctor are you?” Then he guiltily admitted he was a physician assistant. It
should be unlawful for anyone to use the prefix “doctor” when they have not attained that degree and the public
deserves to know what type of doctor we are (0D, MD, PhD, etc). Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,
Deborah Klimek, MD
Pediatric Ophthalmology and Adult Strabismus Marshall Health



WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF OPTOMETRY

179 Sumrers Street, Swie 231 o Charleston, WV 23301 » Phone: 3034-558-5901 e Fax: 304-358-5908 & Website: optometry. wv.gov

July 23, 2025

Mr. Bryan Brown

West Virgimia Academy of Eye Physicians & Surgeons
P.O. Box 4569

Morgantown, WV 26504

Transmitted via email: bryan@browncomm.com

RE: PROPOSED CHANGES TO TITLE 14 LEGISLATIVE RULE WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF
OPTOMETRY SERIES 1 and SERIES 8 RULES OF THE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY PUBLIC
COMMENTS RECEIVED

Dear Mr. Brown,

Thank you for your letter from the West Virginia Academy of Eye Physicians & Surgeons and public
comment received via email on July 10, 2025 regarding the proposed changes to the TITLE 14 LEGISLATIVE
RULE WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF OPTOMETRY SERIES 1 AND SERIES 8 RULES OF THE BOARD OF
OPTOMETRY during the public comment period from June 10, 2025 to July 10, 2025.

After reviewing your public comment at our July 18, 2025 Special Board Meeting, the Board believes
Rule 14-1 and Rule 14-8 should both continue through the rule-making process as presented without modification.

The rules m question do not address the concermns that the West Virginia Academy of Eye Physicians
and Surgeons raised in their letter of comment. Instead, those concems lie with the statutory revisions made to the
Board's governing statute with the adoption of SB 565 during the 2025 Legislative Session that became effective
July 9, 2025.

Please contact our office if you have any questions or additional information is needed.

Sincerely,

Lesley McCallister
Executive Director
West Virgimia Board of Optometry
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