JATIZE, 1255 PM State of Vest Virginig Meil - Memorandun inferpratative Bulletn - Indusiriat Ocoupancy Sprinkder Bxemption

Felton Ermnest, Brandolyn <brandolyn.feltonernesi@wv.gove

Memorandum Interpretative Bulletin - Industrial Decupancy Sprinkier Emmgﬁm
1 message '

Tyres, Kenneth E <kennoth e yree@wegovws
To: Kennaith E Tyrea <henneth.e fyree@wy g
Bco: brandolyn. faltonernest@wygov

There was 8 grammatical eror made in cur 2024 State Fire Code that | wantad 1o clarlfy the intent of the language found
in Section 2.2.a.1.

Flezse ses the attached interpretative bulletin to clear up the confusion.
Thanks,

Kenneth E. Tyree Jr, CFPS

State Fire Marshal

State DHSE Lizison with Falth Corwnunity
West Virginia Siale Fire Marshal's Office
TFEH Maclorids Sve B Sh Pl Norh
Charleston WV 25314

304 .558.2181, Ext 20740

304.5588.2837 (faw)
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SOMFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This e-mail message is for the sole use of the intended recipient{s} and may contain sensitive West Virginis Siate Fire Commission
infomrnation, and/or canfidential, privileged or law enforcemant zenative information. Do not forward this 2-mall to another person without the spproval of the original
sendern Any usaulherized review, use, disclesure or distrbution is giricly prohibited and may be subject to cimise] penally. ¥ you are not the intended recipient, plesse
aoniant the sender by reply e-mail and deatroy all copies of the: origingl message.
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FROM: Kenneth E. Tyree ir., State Fire Marshal

O WV EFMO Staff, Code Enfarcement Officialy, snd Others to Whom May Be Concerned

RE: WY State Fire Code, Interpretative Bulletin, Industrial Occupancy, Automatic Sprinkier System
Exemption

DATE: March 10, 2025

There have been several questions regarding whether Industrial Occupancies are to be excluded from the height and
area requirements of the WV State Fire Code relative to 87csrd, Section 2.2.a.1. which states;

“dpproved awtomaric sprinfler svstems in accordance with the applicable NFPA Standavd for Sprinkier Systems will be
inztalled in alf new buildings used for any cecupancy excepi Indusirial occupancies without special or high hazard use or
siructures with the exception of Industrial occupancies as previeusly described, exceeding the area limitations noted in
the chart at the end of this subsection, or as required by occupancy chapiters of the applicable NFPA codes and ciher
NFPA codes. Sprinkler protection for oceupancies covered by section 2 of this vule ore required to provide sprinkler
protection vegardless of area limitations. See Tuble 2.2.a. Below.”

it was the intent when this change was made to the reference section effective May 1, 2024, to exempt all
Industrial Dccupancies from the requirement of having an approved Automatic Sprinkler system including
exempting them from the height and area reguirements found in the State Fire Code B7csrl, Section 2.2.3.

INTERPRETATION: Applications of the code relating to industrial Oocupan: be based an and afi
reguiremenis found in NFPA 104, Chapter 40 of the Life raa% Gizc:ugsas‘.c;es‘ Sectios
Protection of Hazards does have requirements for All hég_.-! hasard sooupsncies but would only be lindtes
aeoupancy type. bSection $0.3.4 ttled Detection, alarm, and Communication S\;ﬁ:??ﬁ does have requir
Alara Systems. Sectian 4035 titled Betinguishing Reguirernants is marked ™
reguirements for Automatic Sorinkber Systerm installation,
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Or the next ypdate to the State Fire Code, Section 2280, will read:

Approved sutomatic sprinkler systems in accordance with the applicable NFPA Standard for Sprinkier Systems
will be installed in all new buildings used for any oceupsucy except for Industrisl occupancies except those
ciassified ns a high hazard occupancy. This exemption shall include an exemption from the beizht and ares
requirements found in Section 2.2.3. of this code as previously described, exceeding the area mitations noted in
the chart at the end of this subsection, or as reguired by cccupancy chapters of the applicable NFPA codes and
other N¥TA codes. Sprinkler protection for scenpancies eovered by section 2 of this rule are required to provide
sprimkler protection regardioss of ares lmitations, See Table 2.2.3. below.”



