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PROVIDE A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONTENT OF THE RULE:

These rules establish the provisions governing student eligibility to participate in interscholastic athietics.

SUMMARIZE IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER CONTENTS OF CHANGES IN THE RULE AND A STATEMENT GF
CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRING THE RULE:

These amendments are brought forth 10 Keep the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
current and updated on changes, trends and issues in the band and athietic programs.

These proposals will be distributed for public comment in May. The West Virginia Secondary School Activities
Commuission will present 10 the Board the comments received for its review at the July 2025 meeting.

The West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission siaff, Constitution and Bylaws Commitiee, and
Board of Conirol respectiully request that the proposed rule changes to the West Virginia Secondary School
Activities Commission Rules and Regulations Handbook be piaced on public comment.

SUMMARIZE IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER THE OVERALL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED
RULE:

A. ECONOMIC IMPACT ON REVENUES OF STATE GOVERNMENT:

N/A

B. ECONOMICIMPACT ON SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNTS:
N/A

C. ECONGMIC IMPACT OF THE RULE ON THE STATE OR ITS RESIDENTS:

N/A



D. FISCALNOTE DETAIL:

Effect of Proposal

Fiscal Year

2025 2026 Fiscal Year (Upon

Increase/Decrease |Increase/Decrease |Full

{use "-") {use "-"}) Implementation)
1. Estimated Total Cost 0 0 0
Personal Services 0 0 0
Current Expenses 4] 0 0
Repairs and Alterations 0 C 0
Assets 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
2. Estimated Total 0 0 0

Revenues

E. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

This proposed rule does not have any fiscal impact.

BY CHOOSING 'YES', | ATTEST THAT THE PREVIOUS STATEMENT IS TRUE AND CORRECT.

Yes

Tina A Payne -- By my signature, | certify that | am the person authorized to file legislative rules,
in accordance with West Virginia Code §29A-3-11 and §39A-3-2.




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Series 1, Constitution
Series 2, Athletice, Governing Eligibiiity
Series 3, Athletics, Provisions Governing Contests
Series 4, Provisions Governing Conduct

West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Proposed Changes in Rules and Regulations

BACKGROUND

The majority of pudlic schools and several private schools in West Virginiz belong to the Wast
Virginia Secondary School Activitisr Commission. Each yaar, the principals of membeér schools
submit revisions 1o the rules and reguiztions. The submitted proposals are prasentad and voled
upon gt the annual Board of Contre! meeting. Any approved changes are then submitted to the
West Virginia State Board of Education for its review and approval. The following proposals were
presented at a meeting of the Board of Control on Aprit 8, 2025

PURPOSE

These amendments are brought forth to keep the West Virginia Secondary School Activilies
Commission current and updalted on changes, irends and issuss in the band and athiadic
programs.

These proposals will be distributed for public comment in May. The Wast Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission will present 1o the Board the comments receivad for its review at
the July 2025 meeting.

The West Virginia Secondary School Activiies Commission staff, Constitution and Bylaws
Committee, and Board of Control respecifully requesi that the proposed rule changes (o the Wast
Virginia Secondary School Aclivities Commission Rules and Regulations Handbook be placed on
public comment

COMTENT

Thirty-nine proposals were submitted by principals for consideration. Eight proposals were
withdrawn for consideration st the meeling. Thirty-ons proposals wers considered and voled on
by rember schools. Twenly-tiwo proposals were approved. Three will be submilted as emergency
rutes. The following i3 a brief dascription of each proposal and the autcome of the vele.

Membership §127-1-4. (Vole Yes — 1485, No — 0 Proposal PASSED)

Board of Directors §127-1-8. (Vots - Yas -7, No, 123 Proposal FAILED)

Amendments §127-1-10. (Vole — Yes — 148, No — 1. Proposal PASSED)

Individual Sports Committees §127-1-16. (Vole: Yes — 4, No, 119, Proposal FAILED)
Enrcliment and Team Membership § 127-2-3.(Vote Yes ~ 141, Mo ~ 4. Proposal PASSED)
Enrcliment and Team Membership § 127-2-3. WITHDRAWN,.

Enrcliment and Team Membership § 127-2-3. (Vote: Yes — 144, No-1. Proposal PASSED)

NGO e
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Enrcliment and Team Membership § 127-2-3. (Vole: Yes-8, No-128. Proposal FAILED)
Enroliment and Team Membership § 127-2-3. WITHDRAWN.

Semester and Season §127-2-5. (Vote: Yes- 150, No-4. Proposal PASSED)
Scholarship §127-2-6. (Vole: Yes-1580, No-0. Proposal PASSED)

Residence Transfer § 127-2-7. (Vote: Yee-148, No-0. Proposal PASEED)
Adoption/Guardianship § 127-2-8. {Vote: Yes-150, No-0. Proposal PASSED)

All Star Paricipation § 127-3-4. (Vote: Yes-84, No-BZ Proposal FAILED)

Out of Season Coaching §127-3-7. (Vote: Yes-0, No-138. Preposal FAILED)

Cut of Season Coaching §127-3-7. (Vote: Yes-124, No-16. Proposal PASSED)

Out of Season Coaching §127-3-7. (Vole: Yes-142, No-2. Proposal PASSED)

Sunday Contests § 127-3-14. (Vole: Yes- 142, Ne-3. Proposal PASSED)

WVESAC Tournaments §127-3-17. {(Vote: Yas-17, No-102. Proposal FAILED)
WAWESAC Tournaments §127-3-17, WITHDRAWN, -

Baskatball §127-3-20. (Vola: Yes-147, No-D. Proposal PASSED)

Foothall §127-3-23. (Vote: Yes-Z21, No-114. Proposal FAILED)

Golf §127-3-24. (Wole; Yes-148, No-{. Proposal PASSED)

Soccer §127-3-25. (Vote: Yes-16, No-102. Proposal FAILED)

Softball §127-3-26. (Vole: Yes-81, No-45. Proposal PAS3SED)

Code for inferscholastic Athletics §127.4.3 (Vote: Yes-142, No - 0. Propesal PASSED)
Glossary of Terms (Vole: Yes — 142, No — (. Proposal PASSED)

Amateur §127-2-11. (Vote: Yes — 140, No — 0. Proposal PASSED)

Classification §127-3-10. WITHDRAWN.

Classification §127-3-10, (Voia: Yaes ~ 4, No- 123, Propesal FAILED)

Classification §127-3-10. (Vote: Yes ~ 124, No - 8. Proposal PASSED)

Classification §127-3-10. (Vote: Yes-70, No - 84. Proposal PASSED)

Classification §127-3-10. (Vote: Yes-73, No-63. Proposal PASSED), SUBMITTED AS
EMERGENCY RULE,

Classification §127-3-10. (Vote: Yas - 150, No-0. Proposal PASSED) SUBMITTED AS
EMERGENCY RULE

Classification §127-3-10. VWITHDRAWN.

Classification §127-3-10. WITHDRAWN.

Classification §127-3-10. {Vote: Yes — 119, No-21. Proposal PASEED). SUBMITTED AS
EMERGENCY RULE.

Classification §127-3-10. WITHDRAWN.

Classification §127-3-10. WITHDRAWN.
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THTLE 327
LEGISLATIVE RULE
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMBMISSION

SERIES 2
ATHLETICS, PROVISIONS GOVERNING ELIGIBILITY

5127-2-1, General.

1.1. Scope. -- These rules establish the provisions governing student eligibility to participate in
interscholastic sthletics.

1.2, Authority, — W, Va. Constitution, Articie Xil, §2, and W. Va. Code §12-2-5 and §18-2-25 af s2q.
1.3, Filing Date. — .
1.4, Effective Date, —~ .

1.5 Repeal of Former Rule. — This legislative rule amends W, Va. 127C5R2, West Virginia Secondary
Schc:e-::l‘ Activities Commission Serigs 2, At hie-“ics Provisions Governing Eligibiiity, filed dube12-2023 Julv 8,

§3127-2-2. Waivars.

2.1 The West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (WSSAC/Commission) Board of
Directors {Roard of Birectors) is authorized o grant 2 walver to 2 rule when it determines the rule fails to
accomplish the purpose for which it is intended or when the rule causes exiremne and undue hardship
upon the student.

2.2. Speculative lnse of college scholarship is not considered 3 basis for granting 3 waiver to these
rules.

§127-2-3. Enroliment and Team Membership.
3.1, To be eligible for participation in interscholastic athietics,
312 a student rnust be enrolied fuii time in a member school as-deseribaedin 812726 oo oy

bafore the 14% ar and meet all other eligibility rules that apply.
Enroliment must be ccntmuoua after thc stucic*nt has offistally enrolled in the schaol, or

3.1.b. a student must comply with W.va, Code 518-2-25, section {d], 2nd meeat zli other eligibility
rutes that apply, or

3.1.¢c. 2 student must comply with W, Va. Code §18-2-25, section {e), and meet all other eligibility
rules that apply,
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3.2, Stugents-carrparticipsie-r-ntornchelastic-acthdbies-anbrincehools-inwhich-they-are-snrellag:
howsavar-an-excepiion-A walver, as gursuant to £127-2-2. may be granted by the Board of Directors as
follows:

s-participate-and-they-are

stherwise eligible,

3.2ba. for students from the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind {(WV3DB) to
participate at Hampshire High Schoo! or Romney Middie School {only in sports not avallable at WVYSDB).

3.2.¢h. Member schools containing grades 6 and/or 7 andfor 8 may combine students from twe
ar move schoois within the county or regional area to form une interscholastic team in & sport. individual
sgrts Can £o-08 i the individual sport has less than encush to make up a team, Reguests for permission
to combine students from two or more schools in the same private/parochial or public school system must
be submitted annually to the WWVSSAL in writing by the superintendent of the private/parochial or public
schoal systemn. Schoois which are comblning to form ane team must be feeder schoois for the same high
school, and at feast one school must have sufficient numbers for a team. If more than two schools are
involved, principals are to avaluate the number of available participants in each school and shall combine
schools to provide 25 many teams as sufficient numbers allow. Sufficient numbers will be defined as the
number of a starting line-up plus 0% {for odd number line-ups, round up) for football, bovs baskethall,
girls basketball, volievball, softkall, baseball, wirls soccer, and bovs soccer. For wrastling, a school with
fewer than seven weighi classes woidd not be elisible to anply for 8 co-op with another school mesting
2l other co-on reguirements that has seven or more weight classes resresented,

3.2.do--Students-enrphodin-the-S" grade-ma-participateonlv-on-bigh-schoolteams. Sixth grade
students of 3 K-6 elementary feeder school may participate on their middle school team if granted
permission by the county board of education or gwqﬂrmnﬁ' hmﬁy of a prwate/pamchiaé school and the

acbooi prmcapass mvo!verﬁ ,

3.2.ed. Students at a middie feeder school who are not provided the opportunity 1o participate
because of zge may move up to thelr high school if granted permission by the county board of education
or governing body of 3 private/parochial schoo! and the school principals involved,

3.3, Astudent academicaily ineligible by rule may hegin practicing 15 school days immediately prior
1o the date of regaining full eligibitity provided all other eligibility requirements sre met.

3.4. Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for middie school
participation.

3.4.a. Grades 8, 7, and & may compete with and agairst schoois/teams of the same configuration.

3.4.5. Stand-alone 9™ grade programs at & high school may compete with and against
schoolsfieams of the same grade configuration. An 8th grade student not provided the opportunity to
participate at their member school because the sport is not offered may chonse to participate on a3
stand-alone 9 grade team at their feeder high school, provided the student is otherwisz eligible.
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3.3, Sixth grade students are eligible to participate in all interscholastic sport teams, including
football, in the middie/feader elementary school in which they are enrolied.

3.6, Students who are enrolled in a grade below the 9 are not eligible for a high schoal team.
Students enrolied in a grade below the 6" will not be eligible for a middle school team.

3.7. Twelfth grade students will be eligible for spring sports untif the dose of the school's season.

3.4. Schools may sponsor separate teams for members of each sex where selection for such teams is
based upon competitive skifl, If 3 school sponsors a team in 3 particular sport for members of one sex but
sponsors ne such am for members of the other sex, and athistic opporiunities for members of that sex
previously have been limited, members of the excluded sex must be allowed 10 try out for the team
offered. For example, hecause overall athletic opporiunities for fernales have previously been limited,
females will be allowed to try out for baseball, bul males will not be allowed to try out for volieyball or
softball.

3.9. 5tudents envolled at West Virginia School for the Deaf will be allowed to participate in sports at
the West Virginia School for the Blind. Students from the West Virginia School for the Blind will be allowed
o participate in sports at the West Virginia Schoo! for the Deaf,

3.10. Boarding students at member schools, with the exception of students at the WVSDB, are not
eligible. {Definition: A boarding student is one who receives room and board that is provided by the
school unless such residence ig based on Court Order or State Action.}

3.11. Ahomeschonled student receiving hore instruction pursuant to W. Va. Code §18-8-1{c}, a Hope
Scholar, @ micro school student, and/or a learning pod student, shall be considered eligible for
participating Iy interscholastic athletic avents and other extracurricular activities of the public secondary
schaol serving the attendance zone in which the student resides with their parents or as allowed by
§127-2-7.2. e and §127-2-7.2.f who:

3.11.a. has demonstrated satisfactory evidence of academic progress for the immediately
preceding academic year {see W. Va. 8127C5R3, Provisions Governing Contests, Glossary, for the
definition of academic year}; as defined by an average stanine of & four or higher in ali content areas on s
nationally normed assessmeant;

3.11L.b. is otherwise eligible to participate as a result of being subject 1o 2l other eligibility rules
applicabls 1o non-homeschooled students; and

32.11.c. has recoived all vaccinations as required for school atiendance by West Virginia state
code.

3.12. A student attending a member or non-member private school or a charter public school may
participate in extracurriculare activitiag in a member school in the attendance area in which the student
resides with their parents if the private school or charter public school does not offer the extracurricular
activity, The student is required to show evidence of a 2.0 GPA. This provision does not guaranies
membership on the teamy; but rather an opportunity to try out just like all other students.
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3.12 Astudent expelled from any public, private charter public, or other school entitv in West Virginia
or fransferring to West Virginia from another stats whese the student was expelisd will not be sligible for
sarlickeation in extracurricular activities until the expiration of the assizned exsulsion,

§127-2-4. Age.

4.1. A student in high school who becomes 19 before July 1 and a student in middle school who
becomes 16 before July 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition.

4.2, Astudantin grade 8 or below who becomes 15 befors July 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic
competition at that level.

4.3, A student in grade 8 or below who becomes 15 on or after July 1 shall remain eligible for the
entire academic year at that level,

§127-2-5. Semester and Season.

5.1, Astudent may have the privilege to participate in the interscholastic program seven consecutive
vears {14 consecutive sermesters) after enroliment in 6™ grade. Semesters of eligibility beginning with the
2025-2026 school vear and thereafter; 8% srade — 14, 7 srade — 12, 8 srade ~ 10, 9° srade — 3,10
grage -~ 6; 11" srade — 4, 12" srade ~ 2, '

52o-Yen-days-of attendance and/or enrollment shall constitute a- &ewe.:t—e# af- eh—gaba%wn%ﬁ«éayﬁ
%e%e&-%he-éaw@%eﬂm&ﬂ%mm%&%—dw ei«-s»t—te dances-and-the-eln ;

]

532, The number of semesters of athletic eligibility of a student is determined by semesters of
enroliment and/or attendance and not by semesters of participation. This spplies for students in grades
6-12.

5.43. A student whose eligibility expires with the end of a semester shall not become ineligible until
report cards are issued or five school days into the next semester, whichever ocours first, The student wili
be considered eligible any days between the Two semestars,

5.54. Ary part of a contest or interscholastic event in which 3 student competas shall be counted as
3 season for that sport and a semester of participation in grades 6-12.

5.65. The Board of Directors is authorized (o grant 8 waiver 1o the Semester and 3eason Rule when it
determines the rule falls 1o accomplish the purpose for which it is intended and/or when the rule causes
extreme and undue hardship upon the student. Waivers may he granted in the following circumstances:

5.65.3. The Board of Directors is authorized to consider cases in which & student did not stay in
continuous enroliment bacause of personal iliness, or no school was available, or bacause of other undue

hardship reasons ascertained through investigation.

5.85 0. The Board of Directors is authorized to release from the continuous enrcfiment rastriction
proviged no participation has occurred during the semestar{s) in question.
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5.65.c. In no event may a student he allowed to participate for more than saven seasons or
fourteen semesters in any one sport in grades 5-12,

536, The Board of Directors is authorized 10 assass appropriate penalties to the student or to the
schoot if the Board of Directors determines through its investigation that the student or the schno! tried
to evade the rule by subtarfuge,

§127-2-6. Scholarship.

Bl A-gtudent-i5- #&q—uw&é - i}@ -gigpes-in- -‘!ha e%m%e%&%%mmﬁawmé
gs’-aé- okl - 5 S b (4 £ }_ %‘E@%W

B-la- e student s taking s multiple period-coursesuch-us-blocicorvocstionatcourses for-a full
morniag-orafornoon;-mav-boseunted asmors than-ene-corses

ek i el irad sarding-to-the standards-outined-above the
m@ﬁm&%&@n@—mmh%mi ang- hewe -skgab fivereinstabed-thostudontmests-the standardsat

the-corclusienof suramerschoot

i

& Earpdards-outhined-ahove.the
E- the-student-is-rmeating tho-skandards

: ; " vrsebesh-and-does-not-re-enrolwithintenschochdavs of that
wﬁhs#ﬁwai date wa%-i ie}w@#gahihw fw&h&%@s@%&i—%ﬁm

&&%ﬁ—d@ﬁm@&e&m@%—bﬂ—nﬁéﬂwﬁ&ﬁér the last- dax,f ofihe.g m&%&m&%ma—eaﬁe%e—m

oy -l o e T e LV YA

a&@sﬁa—k}iﬁh&é By iasa Jas}ae;@ ai @d-matm@ policy-

£.81. The official school transoript wit e used to determine a student’s eligibility and will be regarded
as final.

6.62. In arcordance with W.Va. §126C5R26, Policy 2435.10, Participation in Extracurricular Activities
{C Rule} {Policy 243610, students must maintain a 2.0 grade point average to participate in interscholastic
athletics,

§127-2-7. Residence-Transfer.

7.1, Part A - Residence - This residence rule applies to all students enrolied in grades 6-12 in 3l
member schools.
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Y.1.a. A student shall be eligible in the school located in the attendance zone in which the
student’s parents reside. Public secondary school sttendance zones shall be established by official action
by each county board of education. The attendance zones of a private/parochizl member schoot chall be
identical with the attendance zone of the public school in which the private/parochial mamber school is
iocated. In the event of overlapping atiendance zones, a student shall be alizgible at the school in which
the student first chooses 1o enroll upon entering the 3™ grade,

7.1.b. When a town or city is located in two counties and only one public secondary school is
tocated in the town or city, students living in the town or city may attend this secondary schoo! if mutually
agreed upen by the two county boards of education and approved by the Board of Directors. A student
shall be sligible at the school in which the student first chooses to enrcll upon entering 97 grade.

7.1.c. A student who is in the care of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Resources [WVDHHR) shall be eligihle to participate in interschelastic athletics a5 a member of the athletic
teams of the secondary school in the zone in which the WVOHHR places the student in g home, provided
the student is otherwise eligible.

7.1.d. A student entering a school a3 an "unacconpanied youth” under the conditions of the
federal McKinney-Vento Act may-be-granted-gligibiliby-for-interscholastic-compesition by-tha-Boardof
Birectorsraeserdance-witi-8427-2-%. provided the student is otherwise elfigible,

7.4.e, Astudent may be eligible outside the spacified zone of attendance if the student has been
in attendance in that zone the immediately preceding year {365 days}). There can be no change of
residence involving change of attendance zone during the immediately preceding year (365 days).

aol-zone-for-a-rininrum-afone-academie
~g-peininun-of-one-academicveas-and-whose

2 -TFansforattimeofehanpe-afresidonce-to-the school in the atteadancesone-da-vadsieh

the parents are now residing and be eligible-inthatschool-arn

beeschooliathe
asticactivities-at

= ity ey

the receiving schook

7.1.54: A student who has started participation in a sport, which would include practice or
contest, that the student was participating in at the former school, may not participate in that sport for
that sport seasan at the WVYSSAL mamber school to which they transferred.

acadende-yest-shd-whote-parenis
ngihe school term may

- & o
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el de-Biabain-adigibility for-the-balance-ofgl
sondnuous-enreliment-and atiendancorar

Lothea G- 2afe-Hy
i-ysar-the student-will-be-nelighie

A % Ptk

7. 14z Foreign exchange students, attending a membear school under the suspices of & Coundil
an Standards for International Educational Trave! {CSIET) student exchange program, shafl be considered
gligitle regarding residence for a maximum period of one calendar vear. A foreign exchange student may
ot be a graduate of the secondary schoof of the home country and must maintain eligibility in a member
school A foreign exchanga program must assign students to schools by a method which ensures that no
student, school, or octher interested party may influence the assignment for athietic purposes.

7.44h. A student returning from an approved foreign exchange program may resume
interscholzstic competition in the member schoo! in which the student was enroliad at the point of
interruption, provided the student does not fulfill graduation requiraments whife participating in the
exchange program and provided the student meets all requirements relative to age and semestars of
eligibility.

7,14 Any international student enrolling in a merber school who does not meet the criteria of
§127-2-7.1.h shall only he aligible to participate at the junicr varsity level in any sport for the duration of
the time the student is enrofied.

7.2, Part 8 - Transfer.

7.2.8. In addition 1o those transfers permitted by any other rule, 2 student shail be sligible for a
ane-time transfer during the grades 912 and shall retain their immediate eligibility following the transfer.
This also applies to homeschool students, Hope Scholars, micro school students, lsarning pod students,
and charter public school students. If the transfer occurs during a season in which the student has
participated in any capacily within a WVSSAC established sports season {including, but not limited 1o
summer participation} 25 st forth and publishad by the WVSSAC, at the previous school, the student will
be eligible for all sports except for that sport. Any transfer made outside the scope of this rule shall have
the ability to fife for a waiver with the WVSSAC Board of Directors as permitted by this rule.

7.2.a. 1. Any additional transfers during the academic year from one secondary schoo! to
another secondary school, shall cause the student to be ineligikle for 365 days from date of enrolimant,
absent a bona fide change of residence. Students who are ineligible under this rule may practice during
the period of ineligbility, given they meet all other factors of eligibllity outlined in Policy 24386.10,
section 4. Eligihility. Dafermination of 3 bona fide change of residence depends upon the facts of each
case and is defined as, but not limited to:

7.2.4.2. The origingl residence must be abandoned as a residence; inthat the original residence
is soid, rented, or disposed of as a residence, and must not be used a5 a residence by the immediate

family;
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7.2.a.3. The change is being rmade with the intent that the move is permaneani;
7.2.8.4. The entire family must make the changs,;

7.2.2.5. Documentation of connection of utilities 1o the residence (e.g., power, water, wasie,
sower);

7.2.a.6. Change of voter's rezistration, driver's license, mailing address, etc;

7.2ad. Fastudentreturns to a previously abandoned residence, the student shall ba ineligible
for 365 days from the date of enrollment.

7.2.. i the transfer is from & home school or non-member school to 8 member schas! in the
zone where the student’s parents reside, a student is eiigible providing: {1} the student is enrcliing in a
member school for the first ime, {2) the principals of both the non-member and member schools involved
concur that undue influsnce is not involved with the transfer, and {3} meet all other eligibility rules that
apaly, {2 student leaves a fublic or rivate member schogl at the end of the scademic vear and becomes
a homeschooled student for the first time, the shudent must provide evidence of 2 2.0 GPA from the
second samaester from the poblic or private member schoo! in order 10 be eligible for extracurvicular
activities the next vear. For each additional year, the student would follow provisions outlined in
§127-2-3.11. A student who leaves a public or private member school anvtime during the academic year
to hecome a homeschooled student will be ineligible for extracurricular activities for the remainder of the
semestar, To gain eligibility, the student must provide evidence of satisfactory progress as defined by an
average stanine of 4 or higher on a nationally normed assessment,

7.2.c. A student may be trarsferved from one sttendance zone 10 another zone within the same
caunty by a county board of aducation and maintain eligibility. The transfer must be initiated by county
hoard of education personnel to fulfill certain special education programi{s} not available in the
attendance zone from which the student is transferred. Upon the completion of the special program, the
student must return 1o the atiendance zone of the student’s residence,

7.2.d. For the purpose of athletic eligibility, the Commission does not recognize emancipated
minor skatus as it relates to transfer,

7.2.8. A student transitioning from a Teeder middle school o s assigned high school, as
determined by the county board of education or the school’s governing body, would not constitute a
transfer.

7.2 If a member middie school student is released and accepted by forma! actions of county
board of eduration or governing body of a private/parochial scheol, the student will be granted immediate
eligibility provided all other rules are met. The transfer must occur at the beginning of the academic year
with the student enrolled on or before the eleventh instructional day of the Beginning of the academic
yaar and provigded that the student is residing with the parents. This alse applies (0 homeschool students,
Hope Scholars, micro school students, learning pod students, and charter public school students, i the
transfer occurs during a season in which the student has participated in any capacity within a WVSSAC
established sports season {including, but not fimited ko summer participation) as set forth and published
by the WVSSAL, the student will he eligible for all sports except for that sport.
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7.2.g. After establishing initial residency with one parent, all subsequent transfers will follow
§127-2-7.2.8 unless a change of residency is decread by the court,

7.2.3h. Any homeschooled student participating in interscholastic athlstics pursuant to W, Va.
Code §18-Z-25(d} who leaves a member scheol during the school vear s subject to the same
rules/protocels that apply te non-homeschooled student transfers,

7.24i. -

feeder for the preceding 365 davs is considered 1o have established elisibility in that attendance zone and
is therefore eligible,

§127-2-8. Adoption/Guardianship/Cusiody.

2.1, A student shall be eligible to participate in interscholastic athietics and activities anly if; {1}
residing with one or both of the parents; {2} residing with a testamentary guardian following the death of
the parents; or {3} residing in & location where the student was placed by the WVDHHE pursuant (o
Bl127-2-7.1.c

8.2. The residence of 3 testermentary guardian shall constitute the residence of the ward when, and
only when: {1} the testamentary guardian has been duly appointed by the last will and testament of the
student’s last surviving parent; (2} the testamentary guardian has duly qualified as sueh before the proper
tribunai in Wast Virginia; and {3} the student is actuaily residing in the household of the testamentary
guardian at the time of the student’s sport participation.

8.3, Motwithstanding any other provision of the WWVSSAZ rules and regulations, any student residing
with a guardian/custodian other than a testamentary guardian may not compete for a school in any sport
on the varsity level but may compete af the junior varsity level. If a student elects (o participate at the
junior varsity level pursuant o this rule, the student may not participate at the varsity lovel even aftar
being envolizd at the school for 365 davs. However, if a student elects to participate at the junior varsity
level pursuant to this rule, and then commences 1o reside with a custedial parent, the student may
participate at the varsity level notwithstanding the fact that the student had previously participated at
the junior varsity level pursuant 1o this rule.

5.4, Notwithstanding any other provisions of WWYSSAC rules and regulations, legal guardian/custodian
may not ke changed for athletic reasons. A transfer for athletic reasons is defined in 8127-2-7.2.3.1-4.

£.5 The elizibility of a student whose parents are divorced or legaibe separated is determined by court
decree of competent jurisdiction establishing residency with one parent,

§127-2-¢. Undue Influsnce - Recruiting.
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2.1. The use of influence by & person or group, connacted or not connected with the school, to secure
or retain a student for athletic participation is not permitted and may cause the student 10 be ineligible
and may cause certain sanctions to be placed against the member school,

9.2. An employee of the school system shall not initiate any communiestion reparding athletic
participation or enreliment with a student, parent of a student, guardian, or family member, in DErson o
through a third party, prior to envollment. This does not include the introduction of athletic programs to
students at feeder schools.

9.3, Astucent, pareni of 3 student, or guardian shall not be offered for the purpose of encouraging
enrolimant in a school or participation in an athietik program sny inducement, such as free tuition, jobs,
supplies, uniforms, other than that which is provided for alf students,

§127.2-10. Newrschool Participation.

100, [hring a WVEBAL establishied sport season and while a roember of g WWVSSAL school team, 3
student may participate in, induding but not imitad 1o, showcases, cinics/camps, tryouts, fund-raising
activities, and similar activities (hereafter “everts”} in the same sport outside of the WVSSAT school tepm
activities, howevaer, the student may not compets for 3 non-WVSSAL school, team, ciub, or similar
structured organization in their formally srgenized competitionfeontest/match/game/practics in the
samie sport. For the identified nor-WWSSAT events which are aliowed during the sport season, approval
for participation shalt be obtained from the student’s WVSSAC school/principal.  The WYSSAT school/
principal shall have discretion in approving the requested approval, but such shall not be unressonahly
withheld, i approved the principal/school may set reasonable limitations therein for all matters which
reasonably conflict with the WVSSAC school’s practice and game/contest schedule including all regular
and post season events taking into consideration that the WYSSal sport season competidon/contest/
match/game/practices have priority over the non-WVSSAC school participation request.

1010, Notwithstanding the provisions as cortained in §127-2-10.1, a student may participate
during the sporl season as a member of a navional team (znd the actual, direct tryouts thereof) which is
defined as

10181, one selected by the national governing body of the sport;

10.3.3.2. while reprasenting the Nationzl Federstion in an International School sport
Faderation;

0. a3, as g representative of the United States in recopnized national or infernational
#ueants;

10.1.a.4. a gualifier for the West Virginia Golf Association's aAmateur Championship or the
United States Golf Association's United States Amateur Championship; or

0.1 2.5, the USA Swimming Junior Nationzl Championship.

10.2. A student who has participated in a game/contest and/or practice on a non-WVSSAC school/
team/club or similar structured organization or as an individual unatiachad in formally organized
competition/contest/match /game/practice in the same sport after the WVSSAC estabiished start date of
the sport season will be ineligible for participation on that school team for that sport season in that

16
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particular sport except as provided by §127-2-10.1 and §127-2-10.2
£127-2-11. Amateur,
11.1. Astudent who represents a school in an Interscholastic sport shall be an amateur in that sport,
An amateur athlete 5 ong who engages in athietic compatition solaly for the physical, mental, social, and

pleasure benefits derived therefrom. An athlete forfeits amateur status in a sport by:

il.1.a. competing for money or other monetary compensation {allowable travel, meals, and
indging expenses may be acceptad);

11.1b. receiving any award or prize of monstary value which has not been approved by the
WVSSAL;

11.1.c. capitalizing on athletic fame by raceiving money or gifts of monatary value (scholarships
to institutions of higher learning are specifically exempted};

11.1.d. signing a profassional playing contract in that sport,

11.2. Accepting a nominal, standard fee or salary for instructing, supervising, or officiating in
organized youth sports program or recreation, playground, or camg activities shall not jeopardize amateur
status. "Organizad youth sports program” includes both school and non-school programs. Compansation
for giving private lessongs is permissible if approved by the WVYSSAL,

113, A student who inses amaieur status may apply 1o the WVSSAC for reinstatement in the
interscholastic program after a waiting period of one complate high school season (starting practice date

through stata tournament or end of season) for that sport.

11.4. A senior student may participaie in a professional tryout either during or after the season of
that sport provided that

1t.4.8. it does not occur on the day of a school contest of that sport; and

11.d.h, it meets with the principal’s approval.

be involved with a student athlete’s use of their NiL. No one assecizied with or acting at the divection of
a member schonl, such as haoster cubs, alumni, or collectives, may use the sromise of ML apportunitiss
i entice studant athletes to fransfer to oy aftend their school,

14.6 Student athietes are prohibited from making any reference {g a member school or the WYSSAC
when engaging In 2y NEL activity, Student athietes may not endarse or gromote any third party entities,
go0ds, or services during feam activities. Student athietes may not wear the apparel or disslay the lopn

from participation in an NiL club that is based on their affilation with a member school or a member
school’s Interscholastic tea, or an NiL club that references a member school or a member school's
interscholastic team,

11
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11.7.h Alcohol sroducts

11.7.c Tobacen and nicotine-related groducts

11.7.d Cannabis sroducts

11.7.2 Comtrolled dangerous substances

11.7.1 Prescristion aharmaceuticals

11.7.8 Casings snd sambling, including sports betting, the lottery, and betting in connection with
video pames_oniine games, and mobile devices: and

11.7.5 Weapons, fregrms, and ammunition

§127-2-12. Participation as an Ineligible.

12.%. Any student who participates in an interscholastic athletic contest as an ineligible, either
knowingly or inadvertently, shall be ineligible for a pericd not to exceed 365 days as determined by the
WVSSAL Executive Director.

§127-2-13. Practice.

13.1. Only students anrolled and eligible to be listed on the eligibility certificate for that sport in the
specific mamber schoot are allowed to participate In that school's practices. Exceptions arg §5127-2-3.2,
127-2-35, and 127-2-13.6.

13.2. The frequency and length of practice is a1 the discretion of each member school.

13.3. Meamber schools of the WVSSAC may practice on any day of the vear with the excaption of
Sunday practice. §127-3-14.2 further clarifies Sunday practice.

13.4. Individual players of a team must have practiced:
13.4.a. on five separate days before participating in an interscholastic scrimmage.

13.4.h. on 12 separate days, exclusive of the day of a rontest, before participating in an
interscholastic contest. The following sport{z) is exempted from the provisions of this rule: zolf.

13.4.c. a student athlete who is absent from practice with their team for non-medical reasons,
and not under a doctor care, for morg than 14 consecutive days must have the reguired 12 separate
practice days before resuming participation in a contest. Students participating in football must follow
the practice progression as set forth in §127-3-23,

iz
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125, Asiudent shall not be permitted to engage in interscholastic practice until that student has filed
with the principal & completed Athletic Participstion/Parental Consent/Physician’s Certificate Form.
§127-3-3 further explains this reguired form.

13.6. Astudent academicatly ineligible may begin practicing 15 school days immediately prior to the
date of regzining full eligibility. {All other ineligible students may not practice.}

13.7. Mz shudent has established eligibility in 2 spert requiring 12 separate days of practice and is
continuing to participate in that sport or no schoo! days have lapsed from one sport to another sportin 3
same szason, the student may participate in another sport of the season after completing five separate
days of sport specific practice in the second sport,

13.8. Students participating in a sport{s} in one season must have practiced 12 separate days,
exciusive of the day of a contest, to be eligibie to participate in a sport in the next season with the following
exceplion: the student has cordinusd to practice or parficigate in tournament play without an
interruption of school days. The student must complete five separate davs of sport spacific practice in
the second sport.

&127-2~14. Concussion.

14.1. Pursuant to W. Va. Code §18-2-25a, member schools are to provide information in the format
approved by the Board of Directors to sppropriate school administvators, coaches, interscholastic
athletes, and their parents or guardians describing the nature and risk of concussion and head injury,
including the risks of continuing to play or practice after a concussion or head injury. Annually, all
interscholastic athletes and their parents are reguirad 1o sign and return 3 statement that they have read
the information provided to them prior 1o the interscholastic athiete beginning practice or competition
for that scholastic year. {See, WVSSAZL, Sporis Medicine tab, Sports Medicine Packet: Athietic
participation/Parental ConsenifPhysician’s Certificate Form {Physical Exam Form), A Parent’s Guide to
Concussions {information 1o parents), available on the WVSSAC website at ntip:/fwww . wyssac.org.}

14.2. Ezch head coach of member schogls s required annually to complete a3 concussion and
head injury recognition and return-to-play protocol course approved by the WVSSAC. {See, WVSSAC,
Sports Medicine tab, Sports Medicine Packet: Coach’s Course, availzbie on the WVSSAC website at
http://www wyssac.org.}

14.3. An imerscholastic athlets suspected of & concussion or head injury by g licensed heaith care
profassional or by the head coach or athletic trainer shall be removed from play or praciice and net
return-to-play or practice until the athlete is evaluated by a licensed health care professional trained in
the evaluation and management of concussions and receives writien clearance to returm-io-play and
nractice from the Heensed health care professional. [Ses, WYSSAC, Sports Medicine tab, Sports Medicine
Packet: available on the WVSSAC website at http:/fwww. wyssac org.)

14.4. Anvy of the following who have appropriate iraining in the evaluation and manazement of head
injuries shall be considered as the licensed heaith care professional enumerated in this rule:

14.4.3. Medical Doctor {MD};

14.4.h. Doctor of Osteapathy (D0

13
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i4.4.c. Docter of Chirppractic {DC);

14.4.4, Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner {ARNP);
14.4.2, Physician Assistant {(PA-C);

14.4.f. Registered Certified Athletic Trainer [ATC/R); or
14.4.g. Lcensed Physical Therapist.

14.5. Member schools raust submit Part | of the concussion report form to the WVSSAC within seven
days and Part H within 30 days of an interscholastic athlete suffering or being suspected of suffering 2
concussion or head injury in 3 practice or game. {See, WV3SAC, 3ports Madicine tab, Sports Medicine
Packet, available on the WVESAC website at htip://www. wyssac.org.)

14.6. The WVBE shall be notified if anv of the documents referred to iy this section of the rule are
revised, amended, or altered as to form or content. The documents shall include but not be limited to:
Athletic Participation/Parental Consent/Physician’s Cartificate Form {Physical Exam Form); A Parent’s
Guide to Concussions {Information to Parents), Coach’s Course, Return to Play Protocol, Concussion
Repart form. A&ll forms are found in the WVSSAC Sports Medicine Packet and are aveilzble under the
Sports Medicing 1ab, Sports Medicine Packet on the WVSSAC website at hitp://www.wvisac.org.}

§127-2-15. Emergency Action Plan [EADP].

15.1. Effective December 31, 2017, each member school shall adopt and submit to the WVSSAL and
ta the county board of education an EAP for athletics, designed to respond to athletic injuries that oocur
on school property during school-sponsarad athietic practices and events.

15.2. Each EAP shall include:

15.2.a. Impiementation of the EAP for every sport at every level, The EAP shall dizcuss how it is
o be implemented with the participation of the school’s principal and athietic director {if any}, coaches,
and athletes,

15.2.b. Treining. The EAP shall include any necessary training for any person designated as
responzible for any portion of the implementation of the EAP. Treining may be in person or anling, as
may be available to the school.

15.2.c. Protocol for summoening emergency medical assisiance. The EAP shall discuss how the
schocl’s sports teams will assign responsibility for summoning emergency medical assistance in the case
of an emergency during 8 practice or event.

15.2.d. Protocol for beginning Cardiopuimonary Resuscitation (CPR}. The EAP shall discuss how
the schocl's sports teams will assign responsibility for beginning CPR in the event if is necessary. Each
sports team mwust have individuals trained in CPR. The schooi shall provide proper training to any
individual assigned responsibility for performing CPR.

15.2.8. Frotocol for the use of Automated External Defibrillator (AED). Each member school will
have an accessible AED on the school or event grounds during the duration of all athietic events and

14
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practices. The EAP must address how the school’s sports teams will assign responsibility for retrieving
and using an AED inthe event it is necessary. Each sports team must be instructed on the location of the
nearest AED to any practice or event facllity. The schoo! shall grovide proper training 1o any individual
assigned responsibility for using an AED.

15.2.f. Protocod for the treatment of heat stroke. The EAP must address how the school's sports
teams will prepare for and treat heat stroke. Lach sports team that practices outdoors is recommended
ti have gvaifable an emersion tub, and must have water, ice, and towels, to be usad for the treatment of
heat stroke. The EAP must address how the school’s sports teams will assign responsibility for obtaining
these items and preparing them befaore a practice or game begins.

15.2.g. Writter records. The EAP shall require that each of the school’s sporis teams assign
responsibility for the items discussed above at the beginning of each season, and record those
assignments on a written record, which record shall be retained by the sporis team and the school,

15.2.h. Symptoms and risk factors for sudden cardiac arrest. The EAP shall require that schools
train athletes, coaches, and voluntaers about the symptoms and risk factors for sudden cardiag arrest.

15.2.4 Looidination with local Emergency Medical Systems, The EAP shall require that schools
coordinate with their local Emergency Medical Services [EMS) personnel, notifying EMS personnel of the
availability of AEDs at the school, and notifying EMS personnel of the EAP adopted by the school.

132 Follow up retreining. The £EAP shail require that school sports teams that respond o an
emergency incident meet to discuss their response after the incident hes passed. Discussion shall center
onthe team's response to the incident, areas for improvement, and retraining that may be necessary, and
any counsaling that may be required for the individuals involved.

15.3. 5chools may, but are not reguired to, adopt the Anvone Can Save a Life Program {avzilable at
wanw anyaecansavealifenrg), which meets all of the reguirements of this rule, 1o be implemented as
that schools FAP in compliance with this rule.

15.4. Fach FAP adopted pursuant to this rule shall be provided to the county bosrd of education and
shall be retained by the county hoard of education unitil the EAP is supersaded by a revised EAP.
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W, Wa, 12705R2, Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Cligibility
Comment Response Form

Comunent Period Ends: June 14, 2025

The foliowing form is provided to assist those who choose o comment on W, Va. 127C8R2, Series 2,
Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility. Additional sheets may be attached, if necessary.

Marve: Organization:
Title:
City: State:

Please check the box below that best desaribes your role.

Please check the box beiow that best describes vour role,

[] County Board Member [ | Professional Supgort Staff [ Service Personnel {1 Higher Education
] superintendent [ principal 1 Parent/Family 1 Legislator
7] tentrat Offico Staff ™1 Teacher {71 Community Mambear ] Other

§3127-2-1. General.

- §127-2-2. Waivars.,

§127-2-3. Enrcliment and Team Membeorship,

§127-2-4. Age.

§127-2-5. Semester and Season.

5127-2-6. Scholarshig.

----------------------------------------------------- - PEREe. AR AR
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Y. Wa. 1Z7CSR2, Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibifity
Comment Responses Form

3 §127-2-8. Adoption/Guardianship/Custody.

i
i

| §127.2-9. Undue Influence - Recruiting.

| §127-2-10. Non-school Participation.

§127-2-11. ABmateur,

£127-2-12. Participation a8 an ineligible.

§127-2-13. Practice.

§127-2-14. Loncussion.

§127-2-15. Emergency Action Plan (EAP].

Please direct all commenis to:

David Price, Executive Director
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
2875 Stounton Turnpike
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26103
E-Piail Address: David. Price@®wyssas.org
Telephone: 304.485-53484
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