On Sat, Mar 1, 2025 at 836 AM Davis, Scolt <dsvini

. 123 P Biate of Was: Virgitda Mait - Re: Public Comrent-Emergancy Rute Change to Superasion of 3 Phvsical Tharanist Assistant

MNonnie,

| Please see attached ny comment related to the W Va Code R, 16-1-9 Supervision of a Physical Therapist
- Assistant amergency rule change.

{ hope this comment advances the conversation related to the protect of West Virginia citizens.
Scott
. Seoft Davis PT, M&, EdD, OC8

ChailrProgram Director/Professor

Sehool of Physical Therapy

Frome: QOPT WY Eny :\\\

" Sent: Tuesday, February 25 2025 12 034 PM

Tor WV BOPT <y
Subject: Pubiic Cnmment»&mergency Rufe Change to Supervision of a RPhysical Therapist Assistant

Caution: This is an externat emall ang may be maliclous. Please take care when clinking links or opaning
affachments.

Hello,

The West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy has submitled an emergency rule change for Title 16, Series 1
General Provisions for Physical Therapists and Physical Tharapist Assistants.,

This update revises W. Va. Code R. § 16-1-9 - Supervision of a Physical Therapist Assistant to align with
new federal Medicare guidedinas, shifling from direct supervision to general supervision in all practice settings.

To review the emergancy rule change, click here: Ruds View
The public comment period begins today and ends on March 28, 2025, at 10:00 a.m,

W ey oF noais s e omiiwe, o,
33 i s

Ta provide comments or feedback, email the Board at whbhang

Sincerely,
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Slarch f, 3838

West YViginia Board of Phyvsies! Therapy
350 Capitol Street, Saiie 00
Charleston, WY 23381

Res Fabdie Comment on Emergency Rude Change -~ Title 16, Serdes §
Drear Mombers of the West Virgida Board of Physiond Therapy,

xis fetter In response 1 the open corament period regarding the

smergency rule change to Tuls 18, Rordes 1 - General Provisions for Physieal Therapists
and Physical Therapist Assistonts, §urge the Board to csvefully consider the follewing two
points of concerty

1. Supervision and Gversight Constderaiions

While reoognizing the sutbority of federal regulstions, including those promuigated by the
Centers for Medicare & Medioaid Services {OMS), aud acknowladging the Amerioag
Mhvsival Therspy Association’s {AFTA) endorseroent of general supervision, | have
significent concerns reparding the potential for abuse onder this emergency rale. The
relaxation of SUpervisery roEremens ey crRsie ag e romment susceptitie

axploftation, therehy compromising patent safuly and the inlegrity of the profession.

Although the emergency rule change oay freilitate & pro-basiness envivonmend, aliow for
tha finaneial viabiliyy of some fhoilities, and hnprove sceess 1o physivad L}mm;m SEPVEOEE 1D
rurad areas, it IS ipporative that the Board ensure arobast, continuous momineing systam
assens the efficaey of existing ropordag mechandams for profussional and pablic
posnplainte. In the event of an inerease (0 reporied shoses, T urge the Board fo coswmi toas
smmiedisie roaacssmeni of the ndé.

Farthermore, T recomraend that the Board collaborms with APTA-WY o exnablish beat
practices for PTA supervision, part 1;:;5;33?53 i the -s:%s:\.&‘mmrmnf of educational wsourees, snd
share anonymized case studies where supervisfon-relsted abuses have beow demitiied,

-
=

While the primary responsibiiity forp z‘mw;wﬁai gdupation rests with APTA-WY, the
Hoard § §3{ ik actively engage in such partnerships ax 2 matter of poblic salaty.

1. Clarification of W, Vau, Cede R § Titde 16237

Formally tegoost clarification and review of the definition and scope of s
owllined fn W Vi Quode R. § Title 16-2.37. This provision defines a "phys
ax “a person ained noder the direction of & physical therapist who parforms designated
and routine taska related m phhzmj th«-“am services under the direction suporvision o a
phivsical thermpist™ & states: “A plivsical therapy aide works

aruder the direct su;ms'fx-:ézﬁiua -\.r?i a jg,lii;':wrﬁifﬁ.‘ thc:{‘a;n:;‘&; §3A.m-s\§.¢d that a physioad therapist

supervision
seal therapy mide®




wsistary oayy direetly xsgp ervise s physicsd thorapy aide in energencey silpations nesessary

e provide panent safey

Sedction 2171 eontaing 8 typographical ervor, The phrgse "diraction suporvision” is

grammatically nsorrect and shoudd be revised w "direct supervision” & meintain
songintency with siatutory ntent aod 1ndust \;;{Em*ds, As defined by 161225,

“UHpent suprvis 1w the setsl phv m.} ;ss‘e:ﬁm:‘;ﬁ of the §}§w~s3m therainst n
the immedhate reaiment srea where the tresiment 1y being renders

ohrdeiand shoald remain urwder the divegd

Aceording to APTA guidelines, aides?
supervision of 3 phyeical therapiss, Given the oxdsting regudabion and the emergenny
i"iﬂ“*‘\? sange, there appears fo be a repulatory gap that conld expose patieonds 1o
significant sisk, Specificatly, the current ngoagy could be misinterproted o allow
an atde o provide patient care under the supervision of a physical therapist
asststant {PTAY in now-gmergeney -&imaiims when the physical therapist i3 not on

e premises and i the inuncedings trestmont arse, While 2 business may cpioy

1y

nersonne] W porform nonvpationt save tasks {e.g., laundry, desning, crgarizing), a

i

aide {teeh should not provide any pationt care services pnless the physical thevapist
iz on {he premises und in the innediate eatment areit.

b

The Board should noambignousty olasife wwhethier, soder the emerpaney rale

change, @ phivsicsl therapy aide may be su;mrv}.ss-;si by 1 PTA in the sbuenoe of &
Heermed physical therapist o the pramizes, “Tmergency sibuation” should de
clarified {0 be an excevdingly rave evend when the physical Jw:xzp* stis emporarily
anavatlebde 1o be onsita, Any ambiguity on this malier presenis 8 8 ’i?ﬁtiiﬂﬂa‘mi visk o
pathent welfare and weskens the intended struciure of clinical oversight within

Rl

phvaical therapy prastice. Without explist olarificafion reinforeing the rw:;u';_ et

v

for Gireot {Dnsite) supervision, thiy rie could be &xg;is}:wﬂ, expusing the pablie o
unnocassary risk.

o

CHven the Hoard's mandste to protect public safely, § strongdy wege careful consideration of

these concems and regoest thet sppropriate olartfiostions and safegnards be meorporated

%

i the fioal rule,

Sinoerely,

St

I Reott Davis, PT MS, BEdiy, GCS
West Virginia Licdose No. 00UR24




A54R8, 120 M Siabe of West Virginia Mait - Re: Public Comment-Emergenoy. Rale Change to Supendsion of g Rhysival Tharasiat Assiatant

BOGPT WY <wybopt@wv.gove

.éé:.,“.I;;!;i..i;e‘d.rﬁment-Emergency Rule Change to Supervision of a Physical
Therapist Assistant

1 message

BOPT, WV <wvbopt@wv.gov> Tue, Apr 1, 2025 at 1251 PM
Ta: "Davis, Scolt” <davis1080@marshall.edyu>

Scolt,
Thank you for your feedback on the Board's submission of the emergency rule change regarding PTA supsarvision in ol
practice sellings. Your camimenis ware reviewed during the Buard's mesting on March 14, 2025,

We appreciate your inpul and wili take vour recommendations into consideration as wa move forward with the regular
rule-making process in June.

Please feef free {0 reach oul if vou have any further questions.

Sincerely,

e,

:
s

b4

N \'*§‘%.»~$‘m,£ f:};ﬂ ‘qégyi{;{}“ﬁgf

Disclaimen

Flease note that all responses the West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy (hereinafter “Board”} gives {o individual
suestions are based solely upon WV Code § 30-20-3 et sat., WV Cade § 30-204-1 ot seq., the Code of State rules 16+
1-1 et seq. and Code of State rules 16-5-1 et seq. These Statutory and Regulatory provisions govern the jtrisdiction of
the Board, and its sole purpose of regulating the practice of Physical Therapy and Athletic Training to protect the
public. Moreover, 3 provider should consult with his/her legal counsel and insurance payers for questions pertaining
to billing for Physica Therapy and Athietic Training services.

Httpsjimait google Lom/madtvARoRXR Tpudy-ch TowZ L Uk EmDs T8Y 205 Heo Y 8s8inrSdnadu/ B ik =20867 eb Hledvisw=pi&search=alidpermthid... 13




471725, LR P Kiate of West Virginia Mail - Re; Pubtic Comment-Bmergency Ruie Shangs [0 Supervision of a Physical Therapist Assistart

BOPT, WY <wvbopt@wv.pove

'R'e: Pubiic Comment-Emergency Rule Change to Supervision of a Physical

Therapist Assistant
1 messays
Derek Andraws <derehwjupt@hoimalicom> Tus, Feb 25, 2025 at 3:27 PM
Tor "BOPT, WV <wibopt@wy gov>

| suppart the rule change.

Darek Andrews, PT
#1976

From: BOPT, WV v Dot g
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025
Tor WY BOPT <wivlng

.2:034 Pl

SN SR
ENF

o

Subject: Public Commer;t*g'me rgency Rule Change Yo Supervision of a Physical Tharapist Assistant

Hello,

The West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy has submitted an emergency rule change for Title 18, Serieg 1 ~
General Provisions for Physical Therapists and Physical Therapist Assistants,

This update ravisas W. Va. Code R. § 16-1-8 - Supervision of 3 Physical Therapist Assistant to align with new federal
Meadicare guidelines, shifting from diredt supervision 1o general supervision in ali practice sellings.

Ta review the emergency rule change, click hers: Bule View.
The public comment period begins today and ends on March 28, 2025, at 10:00 amm,

To provide comments of feedback, email the Board at wvbopti@iwv.gov or honnie.s. holcomb@wv.gov.

Sinceraly,
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State of Wast Virginia Mail - Re: Public Comment-Emergancy Rule Change o Supervision of & Physical Tharapist Asustant

Disclaimen:

Please note that ali responses the West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy (hereinafter “Board”} gives to idividual
guesHons are based solely upon WV Code § 30-20-1 et seq., WV Code § 30-20A-1 et séq., the Code of State rules 16-
1-1 et sag. and Code of State rules 16-51 et seq. These Statutory and Regulatory pravisions govern the jurisdistion of
the Board, and its sble purpose of reguiating the practice of Physical Therapy and Athletie Training to protect the
pubiic, Mareover, a provider should consult with his/her legal counsel and insurance payers for questions pertaining

to billing for Physical Therapy and Athietic Training services,
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AIVEE, 1.28 PM Siate of Wast Virginia Malt - Re: Emergancy rule change

am notin faver of islecomepunication socess as adeguate in aoute care selting. Having warked many years in this
setting | fear thal this will resull in sub optimal care.
The PTA would rely on the nursing stalf fo guide them for more than conferting on best fime for PT sassion. This can
result in afther too passive or oo aggressive provision of care. For sxample, some nurses. look at therapy as a respile
*and time to go atlend 10 other dulies and encourage therapy. Others, find # g distuption and tell T "nol now”
| rapeatedly. | actually think sach interaction is an evalualion in acule care ICU settings and need o be closely
© supsivised,

Get Outinnk B ins
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4IES, 126 Pl Siate of West Virginia Mail - Re: Emergency tulé change

BOPT, WV wwybopt@wy . gov>

Re: Emergency rule change

1 message

BOPT, WV <wvhopti@wv.gove Tue, Apr 1,-2025 at 125 PM
To: “Benigr;, Christing” <Christina.Senicr@va.gov>

Chyisting,

Thank you for your feedback an the Board's submission of the emergency rule change regarding PTA supervision in alt
practice setings. Your comments were reviewed during the Board's meeting or March 14, 2028

We appreciate vour nput angd will take your recommendations inlo consideration as we move Iforward with the regular
rite-rmaking process in Juine,

Please feal free to reach out if vou have any further guestions,

Sinpersly,
; § b - f -y {:: 3 ‘;: s LR SRD Y
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Disclaimer:

Please note that all responses the West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy thereinafter "Board”) gives to individual
guestions are based solely upon WV Code § 30-20-1 ot sar., WV Code § 30-20A-1 et gaq,, the {ode of State rules 16-
1-1 et seq. and Code of State rudes 16-5-1 ef seq. These Statutory and Regudatory provisions govern the jurisdiction of
the Board, and its sole purpose of reguiating the practice of Physical Therapy and Athletic Training to protect the
pubdic. Moreover, a provider should consult with his/her legal counsel and insurance payers for guestions pertaining
to billing for Physical Therapy and Athletic Training services.

On Wed, Feb 26, 2025 af 8:20 AM Senior, Chifisting <Uhnisiing, Sani

12




&1/28, 123 P Btate of Wast Virginia Mait - Ne: Public Comment-Emergency Rule Change to Supervision of 2 Physical Therapis! Assistan

On Thu, Fab 27, 2028 at 5:20 PM Julie Fleming <fleminmgowsd Laaniswrote!
Lamin support of the emergency rule change, buti am wondermg how this affects the supervision
requiremants that are defined under 9.5 {emergency situation) and 9.6 {femiporary situation).

From: BOPT, WV <uivDoRiid
Sent: Tuesday, February 25 2025 12:11 P

To: WY BOPT <w 1“(.\\ WYL

Subject: Public Comment-Emergency Rule Change to Suparvision of a Physical Therapist Assistant

LAY \“O\ >

Hallo,

The West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy has submitted an emergency rule change for Title 186, Saries 1 ~
General Provisions for Physical Therapists and Physical Therapist Assistants.

This update revises W, Va. Code R, § 15-1-8 ~ Supervision of a Physical Therapist Assistant 1 align with
new federal Madicare guidetines, shifting from direct supervision to general supervision In all practice settings.

To review the emargency rule change. click bere: Rule Yiew,
The pubtic comment period begins today and ends on March 28, 2025, at 18:00 a.m.
To provide comments of feedback, email the Board at wvbopt@wv.gov or nonnie. s holcomb@wv.gov,

Sincerely,

¥ > £ £ mrnin s
Fadrutive Dveioy

PSR N Fo v

3ASLS e s Py ] Ly
WU IR QN IISanaT ey L3y

] Ve Tu - ram
PU L3-S 3 ¥ FREY R R
woraavery { ‘h\‘ Drbve Snite

Disclaimer;

lease note that all responses the Wast Virginia Board of Phivsical Therapy {(hereinafter “Board”} gives to individual
gquestions are hased solely upon WV Code § 30-20-1 ot seq., WV Cnde § 36-204-1 at seq., the Cnde of State rules
16-1-1 et seq. and Code of State rules 16-5-1 et seq. These $tatutory and Regulatory provisions goverrn the
jurisdiction of the Board, and its sole purpose of regudating the practice of Physical Therapy and Athietic Training to

hitps:iimatt.google. comdmalt/ o AEDR XR Topudy-ob Towdrl USKSMDeR TEY 3hBHwn LY BsSinrSdowiu/B/ ik = 20867 eb 1 Seleisw=pisearch=all&parmihid..
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SRR 123 PM State of West Virgime Mall - Re: Public Comment-Emergenisy Rule Ghange v Supearvision of & Physicst Theragsst Assistant

BOFT, WY <wvheptiwv.govs

‘Re; Public Comment-Emergency Rule Change to Supervision of a Physical
Therapist Assistant

1 misssane

BOPT, WY <wvbopt@wv.gov> Tue, Apr 1, 2028 af 12:52 PM
Tou dulle Fleming <flemingiows@hotoall.coms

Jutie,
Thank you for your fesdback on the Board's submission of the emargency rule change regarding PTA supesvision in all
practice seitings. Your comments were reviewsd during the Board’s meeling on March 14, 2025

We appreciale. your inpul and will lake your recammendations into consideration as we maove forward with the regular
rule-rnaking process i June.

Plaass fes! fres to reach out If you have any further qusstions.

S?;ﬁtoer-e‘aly,

i‘ N o 3 ¥ &

o X X0 § ot 3.

Novaned 50 Moliowmd
5

W Hoard of Physmad Theram

Disclaimer:

Please note that all responses the West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy (hereinafter “Board”] gives to individual
questions are based solely upon WYV Code § 30-20-1 2t seq., WV Code § 30-20A-1 et seq., the Cade of State rules 16-
1-1 et seq. and Code of State rules 16-5-1 et seq. These Statutory and Regulatory provisions govern the jurisdiction of
the Board, and its sole purpose of regulating the practice of Physical Therapy and Athletic Training to protect the
public. Moreover, & provider should consuit with his/her legal counsel and insurance payers for questions pertaining
o billing for Physical Therapy and Athiegic Training services.
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