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EXECTTIVE STrMaRY
REVISICHN OF 3TATE BOARD POLICY 24444
ISSUANCE OF HIGH SCHOQOL EQUIVALENT DIPLOMA, STATE CF WEST VIRGINI:

Purpose _

The purpose of the West Virginia High School Equivalent Diploma Tests is
te provide those individuals who have not completad high schocl an opportunity
to demonstrata that they have attained academic skills at a high school compe-
tency completion lavel by satisfactorily passing the General Educational
Development {GED) Test.

Background .

Since 1946, the tests of Genaral Educational Development (GED) hava served
the adult, nongraduate population in West Virginia by providing a formal
opportunity to demonstrate e level of sducational achievement compazable to
that of regular high school graduates. The last revision of the State GED
policy was made in March, 1987, reflecting new passing standards.

Impact

This policy establishes a procedure in which adjudicated youth 16, 17, or
18 years of age in correcticnal facilities 2nd group care facilities can be
admitted %o GED testing. Prior to this pelicy, GED test guidelines were noct
astablished dealing with youth in group care facilities. Another change
reflected in this policy would allow individuals 18 years of age and yvounger
to receive their GED diploma upon successful completion of the GED Tast.
Previousiy, GED diplomas were issuad only after their high school class rhad
graduated. .

Comments — _ ) ‘
4 toral of 14 comment forms wers submitted ragarding the proposed poiicy.
Thrae of the commént forms smphasized the need not tc zllow lengthy documen-
tation to be a hindrance for adjudicated youth nesding to tzke the GED tzst.
The new policy reflacts a2 need Lo keep documentation as simple as possible.
Two imdividuals reguested that scores for the GED test ba lowerad. Thrse
persons commented that the waiting time for 17 and 18 year o0ld youths to take
the test should .be raduced. Both reguests were denied because they weuld
appear tce make it ioo cenvenient for high schicol dropouts to take the GED tasts.
One comment concernad the proposad fze for duplicaze GED transceripts. A $5.00
fea will be charged for duplicate transcripts sentc to the individual but theze
will be no charge for duplicate tramscripts sent directly to an emplover, the
military, or sducational imstitution. Tke r2mzining ccmments were regarding
emplovea titles z2A8 vecabulary terms and ware addressed accordingliy.

LK.47 - -




TITLE 126
- LEGISLATIVE RULE
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 18-2
Pp f1ey DRRMES 2444.4
SERIES Za

Title: ZIssuance of High School Equivalent Diplcmas, State of West Virginia

Section 1. General

1.1 The purpose of the West Virginia High School Egquivalent Diploma
Tests 1s to provide these individuals whe have not completed high
school an oppertunity to demonstrate that they have attalned
academic s5kills at a high school competency completion level by
satisfactorily passing the General Educational Development (GED)
Test.

1.2 Authority - West Viréinia Code 18-2-5
1.3 Flling Date — January 7, 1991

1.4 Bffective Date — TFebruary 19, 1991
1.5 Repeal of Former Rule -

1.6 Revision - This policy revises the former pelicy as last amended on
March 20, 1987.

Section 2. West Virginia High School Equivalent Diploma

2.1 The State Department of Education issues a West Virginia High School
Equivalent Diploma upon satisfactory scores earned on the General
Fducaticnal Development Tests. These tests are prepared by the
General Educational Testing Service and the American Council on
Educatlon. The West Virginia High School Equivalent Dipleoma is
issued by the State of West Virginia Department of Education only.

Sectlon 3. Basis.for Granting west Virginia High School Equivalent Diploma

3.1 The State Department of Education requires that applicants taking
the General Educational Development Test achieve an average standard
score of 45 or above on all five tests and a standard score of 40 or
above on each of the five tests.

3.2 Individuals successfully completing the General Educaticonal
Development Test will receive thelr West Virginia High School
Equivalency Diplcoma.

Note Any test(s) taken prior to April 1, 1987, will be honored under the
previous passing standard of “. . . 40 or above on each test or an
average standard score of 45 con all five tests," until April 1, 1990,




Section 4.

4.1

4,2

Testing of Individuals 18 Years and Younger

Individuals who are 18 vears of age and have been out ©f a formal
high school classrocom situation for a period of six months before
making appiication or whose hlgh school of which he/she was a member
has been graduated may be admitted to testing.

Individuals who are 17 years of age and have been out of formal high
school c¢lassroom situation for a pericd of cne year before making
application or whose high school class of which he/she was a member
has been graduated may be admitted teo testing under the following
conditions:

4.2.1

4,2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

4.2.5

written verification from the principal of the last school
attended stating the exact date of withdrawal from scheool.
This letter must be sent directly to the testing site prior
to any feormal application for testing, and

at the written request of an employer for an applicant whe
must establlsh high scheel equivalency for job opportunities,
or

at the written request of a college or university officilal
who will consider accepting applicant on the basis of GED
test scores, or

written verification of a student being enreolled in such
programs as New Careers, Job Corps, Nelghborhood Youth Corps,
and other federal programs upeon successful completion of
their training certified in writing by the program
adminlistrator. ({This does not include classes in preparation
for the General Education Development Test), or

seventeen (17) vyear old applicants for induction intc the
All-Volunteer Armed Forces of the United States may be
admitted to take the GED tests provided:

4,2.5.1 the chief Examiner of an official GED center
receives a request from the recruiting officer for
sach applicant to take the GED tests. This regquest
should be in the form of a letter from the
recruiting officer asking admission of the applicant
and stating in his/her request that the applicant
meets all of the military requirements for induction
except for achieving the appropriate scores on the
GED Tests., and

4.2.5.2 the recruiting officer submits to the Chief Examiner
a copy of a letter from applicant's parent eor
gquardian granting him/her permission to enter the
Armed Forces.




Correctional Facilities:

4.3

Group

4.5

Tndividudls who are 16, 17, or 18 vears of age who are residents of
West Virginla state cperated correctional facilities may be admitted
to testing under the followlng conditions:

4.3.1 a letter from the facility's principal or lead teacher
stating that the individual has received counseling regarding
educational and career opportunities and assurances that the
individual will receive ongoing counseling regarding
educational and career opportunities and that the individual
has declined to participate in a formal high school education
program.

These materials must be sent directly to the local chief
examiner pricr to any testing.

Care Facllitles:

Adjudicated youth 17 or 18 years of age who are under the control of
a court, detention center, probation or parole office may be
admitted_to GED Testing on the order of the court even if they are
still enrolled in schoel. The Education Director (from state
approved group care facilities) or parocle officer must submit a
written request to the local Chlef Examiner with the following
documentation:

4,4,1 an official court order or a letter from a Jjudge, parcle
officer, or probation officer that states the individual
shall be admitted f£or GED Testing,

4.4,2 a letter from the education director stating that the
individual has received counseling regarding educatlonal and
career opportunities and assurances that the individual will
receive ongoing counseling regarding educational and career
opportunities, and

4.4.3 assurance that the individual has declined or is refused by
local scheool to participate in a formal high schoel education
program.

Adjudicated youth 16 yvears of age who are under the control of a
court, prison or detentlon center, probation or parole office may be
admitted to GED Testing on the order of the court even 1if they are
still enrolled in school. The Education Director (from state
approved group care facilities) or parole officer must submit a
written reguest with appropriate written decumentation to:

Program Specialist

Child Protective Services

Bureau of Social Services

Department of Health and Human Services
Building 6, Roem 850

Charleston, West Virginlia 25305




Documentation will lnclude:

4.,5.1 4&an official court order or a letter from a judge, parocle
officer, or probation officer that states the individual
shall be admitted for GED Testing,

4.5.2 . & letter from the education director stating that the
individual has received counseling regarding educational and
career opportunities and assurances that the individual will
receive ongeing counseling regarding educational and career
opportunities, and

4.5.3 assurance that the individual has declined or is refused by
local school to participate in a formal high school education
program

4,5.4 Preogram Specialist/Child Protective Services will then
approve and submit t¢ the State GED Administrator for final
approval.

4.5.5 State GED Administrator will sign off and send directly to
the Chlef Examiner.

Section 5. Reslidence

5.1 Persons physically residing within west virginia for a pericd of 30
days with a West Virginla mailing address are considered residents.
Millitary personnel, employees of business or industry who have been
moved physically 1into the State, persons confined in state and
federal penitentiaries or hospitals, and perscns taking part in
educaticnal or vocaticnal programs and physically residing within
the State have the privilege of being tested, and if they meet other
requirements are eligible for a West Virginia High Schocl Equivalent
Diploma.” However, if such an adult wishes to have his/her test
results sent to his/her home state for the purpose of securing a
High Scheel Equivalent Diplema, rather than applying for a High
schoel Equivalent Diploma from West Virginia, he/she may have that
privilege.

5.2 Nonresldents may be tested but their scores will be sent to the
individual's home state for issuance of a diploma. It will be the
judgment of the individual's resident state whether to accept or
reject the individual's test scores for issuing an equivalent
diploma.

Section 6. Transcripts of Scores

6.1 The original copy of the transcript and diploma will be issued at no
cost., Persons requesting a duplicate of their GED transcript and/or
diploma must do so in writing to the State GED QOffice. The request
must criginate from the graduate and designate to whom it is to be
sent. If the transcript and/or diplema is to be sent directly to an
employer, the military. or educaticnal institution, there will be no




Section 7.

7.1

7.2

Section 8.

13%4v

charge for this service. TIf the transcript and/or diploma is to be
sent directly to the individual., there will be a $5.00 fee for this
service.

Applying for Testing

Until! such time as the West Virginla General Educaticnal Development
Testing program 1s centralized, all applicants must register for the
GED Test in person at the local testlng site. A plcture ID and
proof of residency will be required prior to all testing sessions.

(Equivalent diplcmas earned by military personnel are mailed to home
addresses only.) It is also necessary that an official copy of the
applicant's GED Test scores be forwarded to this office directly
Erom the testlng center, and they will be returned with the
equivalent diploma.

all Correspondence Pertaining to the Above Policles Should Be
Directed to:

GED State Administrator

West Virginia Department of Educaticn
State Capitel, Building 6, Rocm 230
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
(304) 348-6315
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Corporations: {304} 558.8000 -

TO: Barbara Estep

AGENCY: Education

FROM: JUDY COOPER, DIRECTCR, ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION

DATE: July 6, 1982

THE ATTACHED RULE RECENTLY FILED BY YOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN ENTE:
INTO QUR COMPUTER SYSTEM. PLEASE REVIEW, PROOF AND RETURN IT W.
ANY CORRECTIONS. IF THERE ARE NO CORRECTIONS, PLEASE SIGN TH.
MEMO AND RETURN IT TO THIS OFFICE. YOU WILL BE SENT A FINAL
VERSION OF THE RULE FOR YOUR RECCRDS.

PLEASE RETURN EITHER THE CORRECTED RULE OR THIS FORM WITHIN TEN
(10) WORKING DAYS OF THE DATE YOU RECEIVED THIS REQUEST. CALL IF

YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

SERIES: _32  TITLE: _126 Education

* THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND IS CORRECT.

SIGNED:

TITLE CF PERSON SIGNING:

DATE: -

khkbkkkkhkkdbdk kbbb kb dk kbbb hdddkdkdd

* THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND NEEDS CORRECTING. THE

CORRECTIONS HAVE BEEN MARKED. g
SIGNED: wé (7

e

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING: / _Z ,!‘___:
DATE : Qwéw/ 70, / PF

NOTE : éégF Yég ARE NOT THE PERSON WHO HANDLES THIS RULE, PLEASE
FORWARD TO THE CORRECT PERSON.




