BV Lk a Eia

SECRETARY OF STATE

KEN HECHLER

ADMINISTRAT[VE LAW DIVISION I

Form #2

— s ——

NOTICE OF A COMMENT PERIOD ON A PROPOSED RULE h_J R

West Virginia Board of Education

AGENCY:

_ TITLE NUMBER._ 228
RULE TYPE: Leglslat:we . CITE AUTHORITY WY Code 18-=2-5

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES_~_ NO

IF YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED: 22 (Policy 2444.4)

' : I f High Sch E 1 c-
FITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: __>ouance of High School Equivalent .

Diplomas, State of West Virgindia

IF NO, SERIES NUMBER OF NEW RULE BEING PROPOSED:

TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:

IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING, A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH

ANY INTERESTED PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS
COMMENT PERIOD WILL END ON __January 16, 1991 At 9:00 a.m.

ONLY WRITTEN COMMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AND ARE TO BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING
ADDRESS. o , -

GED Staté Administrator

WV Dept. of Education

State Capitel, Bldg. 6, Rcom B-~230 THE ISSUES TO BE HEARD SHALL BE
. ',MMITEDTO THIS PROPOSED RULE.

Charléston, WV 25305
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Cctober 23, 1990

ATTACH A BRIEF SUMMARY OF YOUR PROPCSAL
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FORM 50,201 : — :
£10-86) — “FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET

HD NO CRAFT NO BILL NO RESCLUTICN NO

Issuance of High School tguivalent Diplomas,
SUBJECT State of West Virginia {2444.4) FUND

SCURCE OF REVENUE: O GENERAL O SPECIAL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

COST ESTIMATE BASED ON: O AN CRIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGET BILL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

[NCOME ESTIMATE BASED CH: O AN QRIGINAL ESTIMATE o BUDGET BILL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS | AND 2 AND [TEM § GIVE EXPLANATION CF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING
LONG~RANGE EFFECT — : — -

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR

EFFECT OF PRCPOSAL INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER

!. ESTIMATED TOTAL COST $ $ $ b $

PERSCNAL SERVICES b $ 3 b 3
CURRENT EXPENESE
REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS
EQUIPMENT

OTHER

2. ESTIMATED TOTAL REVENUES| $ 5 $ 0 $ o $ $ 0

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

The proposed changes in this policy will not require any additional cost to the

Department of Education

nor to county schcol systems.

[MPACTS
FISCAL:

STATE STAFE:

DATE - AGENCY AUTHCR ! ZED REPRESENTATIVE

9/24/%0 " ] Department of Bducation




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

REVISION OF STATE BOARD POLICY 2444.4
ISSUANCE OF HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENT DIPLOMA, STATE OF WEST VIRGINTIA

Purpose _ o

The purpose of the West Virginla High School Equivalent Diploma Tests is
to provide those individuals who have not completed high school an oppeortunity
to demonstrate that they have attained academic skills at a high school
competency completion level by satisfactorily passing the General Educational
Development (GED) Test.

Background e . . R

Since 1946, the tests of General Educaticnal Development (GED) have
served the adult, nongraduate populaticn In West Virginia by providing a
formal opportunity to demconstrate a level of educational achlevement
comparable to that of regqular high scheool graduates. The last revision of the

IMPACT STATEMENTS

Leadership

The Bureau of Vocaticnal, Technical and Adult Education, Adult Basic
Education Unit, will assume administrative leadership in Iimplementing all
revisions of the GED state policy. Furthermore, local Chief Administrative
Jurisdictional Officers, GED Chief Examiners, and Alterpate Chief Examiners
will implement all state gquidelines and regulations set forth by the West

Instructicnal

Adult basic education classes are presently being offered in every county
in wWest Virginia. _

Staff Development

Preservice and inservice training programs for adult basic education
teachers are provided throughout the state.

Administration

The adminlstration of the policy will be the responsibility of the Bureau
of Vocaticnal, Technical and Adult Education.
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Title:

TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 18-2
SERIES 2444.4

Issuance of High School Equivalent Diplomas, State of West Virginia

Section

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

Section

2.1

Section

3.1

1. General

The purpose of the West Virginia High Scheol Equivalent Dipleoma
Tests 1s to provide those individuals who have not completed high
school an opportunity to demonstrate that they have attained
academic skills at a high school competency completion level by
satisfactorily passing the General Educational Development (GED)
Test.

Authority — West Virginla Code 18-2-5
Filing Date -

Effective Date - S -
Repeal of Former Rule -

Revision — This policy revises the former policy as last amended in
November, 1983. :

2. West Virginia High School Egquivalent Diploma

The State Department of Education lssues a Zf&¥€£ West Virginia
High Scheool Equivalent Diploma upon satisfactory scores earned on
the General Educaticnal Development Tests. These tests are prepared
by the General Educaticnal Testing Service and the American Council
on Education. Zf/SAEEId/VE/dEFIRILELIF/AnAbrEtedd/ ERaL/Enid/1s

FOL/ &/ FEGALAY /RLEN/ BENBAL/BLPIOHA/ And/ LV b/ PEELBLESE /S E/ SN/ 18

HEL/ ERLTILIEd/ Lo/ ERKE/ BALLE/ IR/ A/ FEBALAY /RIGR/ EERCHL/ G AdvidY 1dn
EXELELEEL ) /TREF/ AL/ VEE/ G AARRY L/ L/ ARY/ BALELERL A /NIEN/ BEVBELY
AL/ EREF/RAGE/VOL /WEL/ ERE/ Y GBI AL LIRS/ SE/ERE/ SR E/ RS L/ bF

BAUEAL TN /WA LEN/RALE /BE/REL /B /BLL/ KB/ PAL LAKE/ LA/ FEdi T A /NI GH
2ERHDY/ fradiar e/ dxéréldEd/ The West Virginia High Scheol
Equivalent Diploma is issued by the State of West Virginia
Dapartment of Educaticn only.

3. Basls for Granting West Virginia High School Egquivalent Diploma

The State Department of Education requires that applicants taking
the General Educaticnal Development Test achieve an average standard
score of 45 or above on all five tests and a standard score of 40 cor
above on each of the five tests.




3.2

3.3

Section 4.

4.1

4.2

individuals successfully completing the General Educaticnal
Development Test will receive their West Virginia High School
Equivalency Diploma. wWHEA/LRELY/FELPECfIde/¢IALE/ Y AdviArésd

Any test{s) taken prior to april 1, 1987, will be honored under the
previous passing standard of . . . 40 or above on each test or an
average standard score of 45 on all five tests," until April 1, 1590.

Testing of Individuals 18 Years and Younger

Individuals who are 18 vyears of age and have been ocut of a fermal
high school classroom situation for a pericd of six months before
making application or whose high school of which he/she was a member
has been graduated, may be admitted to testing.

Individuals who are 17 years of age and have been out of formal high
school classroom situation for a period of one year before making
application or whose high school class of which he/she was a member
has been graduated, may be admitted to testing under the follewing
conditions:

4.2.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

4.2.5

wrltten verification from the principal of the last schocl
attended stating the exact date of withdrawal from school.
This letter must be sent directly to the testing site prior
to any formal applicaticn for testing, and

at the written regquest of an smployer for an applicant who
must establish high school equivalency for job opportunities,
or

at the written request of a college or university official
who will consider accepting applicant on the bhasis of GED
test scores, or

written verificaticon of a student being enrolled in such
programs as New Careers, Job Corps, Neighborhood Youth Corps.
and other federal programs upon successful completion of
their training certified in writing by the program
administrator. (This does not include classes in preparation
for the General Education Development Test), or

seventeen (17) vear old applicants for induction into the
All-Volunteer Armed Forces of the United States may be
admitted to take the GED tests provided:

4.2.5.1 the Chief Examiner of an official GED center
receives a request from the recruiting officer for
each applicant te take the GED tests. This request
should be in the form of a letter from the
recrulting officer asking admission of the applicant
and stating in his/her reguest that the applicant




4.3

ALK

4.4

meets all of the military requirements for induction
except for achieving the appropriate scores con the
GED Tests, and

4.2.5.2 the recruiting officer submits to the Chief Examiner
a copy of a letter from applicant's parent or
guardian granting him/her permission te enter the
Armed Forces,

Individuals who are 16, 17, or 18 years of age, who are residents of
West Virginla state operated correcticnal facilities may be admitted
to testing under the following conditiens:

4,3.1 documentation that the individual has received counseling
regarding educaticonal and career opportunities, and written
assurances are provided that the individual will recelve
ongoing counseling regarding educational and career
opportunities;

4.3.2 decumentation that the individual has declined to participate
In a formal high schocl education program.

4.3.3 All written documentation must be sent directly to the local
Chief Examiner prior to any testing.

THEZR/KPPLICENT S/ WILL/ ROT/QURALIRY/ FOR/ THE/ BQUIFRLENT / DIPLOVR
URTZL/THEIR/HIGH/ BCAOOL/ CLRSB/ HED/GRADYATRED L / /THE/ gt ddhdLinig
CLABE/PLEF LSRN/ L8/ ha1éd/ LY /ELAAENLE/ TN/ BLALR/ €D L ALLIGRAL
IASELLALLBNEL/ /TRLE/ MELHEY / BLIERE/ LVARS L8/ L ATk / ENELY /A1 1
UPOR/ EAECELS UL/ ECMPIELISA/ HE/ fRk/ LhEL L

Bdiudicated vouth 17 or 18 vears of age, who are under the control

4.5

of a court, detention center, probation or parcle office mav be
admitted to GED Testing on the order of the court even if thev are
still enrolled in school. The Education Pirector {(from state
approved group care facilities) or parole officer must submit a
written request to the lecal Chief Examiner with the following
documentation:

4.4,1 documentation that the court has ordered GED Testing

4.4.2 documentation that the individual has received counseling
regarding educational and career opportunities

4.4.3 documentation that the individual has declined or is refused
by local school to participate in a formal high school
education program

Adjudicated vouth 16 vears of age, who are under the control of a

court. prison or detention center, probaticn or parcle office may be
admitted to GED Testing on the order of the court even if they are




stlll enrolled in school. The Education Director (from state

approved group care facilities) or parole officer must submit a

written request with appropriate written documentation to:

Program Specialist

Child Protective Services

Bureau of Soclal Services

Department of Health and Human Services
Building 6, Room 850 .

Charleston. West Virginia 25305

Documentation will include:

4.5.1

documentation that the court has ordered GED Testing

4.5.2

documentation that the individual has received counseling

4.5.3

regarding educational and career opportunities

documentation that the individual has declined or is refused

4.5.4

by local schocl to participate in a formal high school
education program

Program Specialist/Child Protective Services will then

4.5.5

approve and submit to the State GED Administrater for f£inal
approval.

State GED Administrator will sign off and send directly to

the Chief Examiner.

Section 5. Residence

2.1 Persons physically residing within West Virginia for a period of 30
days with a west Virginia mailing address are considered residents.
Military personnel. emplovees of business or industry who have been
moved physically into the State, persons confined in federal
penitentiaries or hospitals, and persons taking part in educational
or vocational programs and physically residing within the State have
the privilege of being tested, and if they meet other requirements
are eligible for a FeffifiddrlE! West Virginia High Scheol
Equivalent Diploma., However, if such an adult wishes to have
his/her test results sent to his/her home state for the purpose of
securing a Cdér¥iflfdr€ High School Equivalent Diploma, rather

than applylng for a ¢€rfifl¢4¥¢ High School Equivalent Diploma
from West Virginia. he/she may have that privilege.

5.2 Nenresidents may be tested but their scores will be sent to the
individual's home state for issuance of a diploma. It will be the
Judgment of the individual's resident state whether to accept or
reject the individual's test scores for issuing an equivalent
diploma.




Section 6. Transcripts of Scores

6.1 The original copy of the transcript and diploma will be 1ssued at no
cost., Persons requesting a duplicate of thelr GED transcript and/or
diploma must do so in writing to the State GED Office. The request
must originate from the graduate and designate to whom it is to be
sent. THEFE/LE/Vb/Eéd/Edt/ENIE/Edi¥idd! There will be a $5.00
fee For this service.

Section 7. Applying for Testing

7.1 Until such time the West Virginia General Educational Development
Testing program is centralized, all applicants must register for the
GED Test in person at the local testing site. A picture ID and
proof of residency will be required prior to all testing sessions.

7.2 KPPLLICALISAE/ AL/ B/ MALIAA/ LE/ EE/ AAd ESE/ VR LR/ End/ £Vl d
IRETIVdE/ (e 2L IHIAG/ IRESERALLONL / /dALE/ SE/BLLERL /€I L1 140
EFVBRL/I8EL/ AL LARAER S /MARER/ AR/ FEAE /T TALL/ AL ¥ EVALd/ EE€ BT S / ¥BAY
CIAZE/ G AdVRLed )/ 86€ 1AL/ 8FAr I LS/ RERBEY £/ A¥id/ el / AddF £44 S
{Equivalent diplomas earned by military personnel are malled to home
addresses only.) It is alsc necessary that an official copy of the
applicant's GED Test scores be forwarded to this cffice directly
from the testing center and they will be returned with the
equivalent diploma.

Section 8. All Correspondence Pertaining to the Above Policies Should Be
Directed to:

GED State Administrator

West Virginia Department of Education
State Capitol, Building 6, Room 2390
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
{304) 348-6315

10/4/30 -
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COMMENT LOG
Proposed Revisions
to the
Issuance of High School Equivalent Diploma, State of West Virginia
Policy 2444 .4

Directions: Please use this form in commenting on the proposed ravisions to
the Issuance of High School Equivalent Diploma, State of West Virginia.

Individual/Organization
Address _

SECTION COMMENT

Section 1. General

Section 2. WV High School
Equi@alent Diplcma

Section 3. Basis

Section 4., Testing of
Individuals 138
Years and Younger

Section 5. Residence

S T e et U Sl L i e bl et b ot i i . et Pt Pt k8 W% et BAkAR, MAMEE e v St ot et b i e e W T ke BT ot sk
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SECTICN COMMENT

Section 6. Transcripts of
scores

Section 7. Applying for
Testing

Please submit comments by November 21, 1990, to:

Linda Kelly

Assistant Director, Adult Basic Education

Bureau of Vocational, Technical and Adult Education
Building 6 - Room 230

1900 Xanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston. West Virginia 25305
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