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AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES_X NO
IF YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED: _30 _ (Policy 2444.01)

TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: _CGraduation Requirements for West Virginia
Public Schools: Adolescent Education (Grades 9-12)
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IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING, A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH

ANY INTERESTE® PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS

January 16, 1961 g: N
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3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):
The proposed revisions to this pelicy include increasing the reguired math credits from
two to three. No casts will be necessary to implement the revised policy if schools

T

can provide the additional reguired math credit with existing faculty.

IMPACTS . _
FISCAL:
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WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 18-2
SERIES 30
Policy 2444,01

Title: Graduation Requirements for West Virginla public Schools:
Adolescent Education (Grades %-12)

Section 1. General
1.1 Scope - This policy prescribes the state requirements for
graduation from high school. These requirements are based upon the
number of units of credit attained 1in grades 9 through 12 for
satisfactory completion of educational objectives and/or curriculum
requirements and alsc upon attendance. County boards of education
shall have the authority to increase these graduation requirements
beycnd the state requirements.
1.2 Authority - WV code 18-2-5, 18-2-7
1.3 Filing Date
1.4 Effective Date -

Section 2. Program Definition

A. Raticnale
This document, Gradoaticn Requirements For West Virginia Public
schools: Adolescent Education (Grades 9~12), prescribes the state
requirements for graduation from high school. These requirements are
based upon the rmumber of wunits of credit artaimed in grades 9 through
12 for satisfactory completior of educational cobjectives and/eor
curriculum requirements and also upon attendance. County boards of
education shall have the authority to increase these graduation
requirements bevond the state requirements.
B. Definitions
I. gtandard Graduatfon Requirements - the number of required and

elective units of credlt which must be earned by a student in grades
9-12 1in order to be graduated from high school with a standard
diploma. A student must alse attend at least four years in drades
9-12 uniless an attendance exceptlion is granted.
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2. Modified Graduatijon Requirements - - -the alternative
educational objectives specified in the individualized educaticnal
program which must be ¢ompleted by a severely handicapped student in
order to be graduated from high school with a modified diploma. A
student must also attend at least four years in grades S-12 unless an
attendance exception is granted.

3. -Unit of Credit - that which is awarded for the completion of
educational ¢bjectives and/or curriculum requirements from a regquilred
or elective area of study for which a minimum of 8100 minutes of
instructional time has been allotted or a state approved county
eguivalent has been met.

4., sStandard Diplomas - diplomas awarded to students. including
exceptional students, who satisfactorily complete all state and county
standard graduation requirements.

5. _Modified Diplomas - diplomas awarded to severely handicapped
students who satisfactorily complete modified graduation reguirements.

6. Educational Objectives - measurable descriptions of the
knowledge, skills, and/or attitudes a teacher expects learners to
acguire as a result of instruction within & program of study or
related area of study. For example, in the adolescent education
program of study science. area of study biology, the learner will
describe the cell theory, structure, and function.

7. Alternative Educational Obilectives - eaducational objectives
appropriate to meet the needs of a student determined unable to
successfully achieve the educational objectives necessary to meet
standard graduation requirements. The dJdetermination of ability to
achieve standard educational objectives is made by the Individual
Education Program Committee. These alternative educaticnal chjectives
do not have to be fFrom the required elective area=s of study for
standard graduation reguirements. but they are educaticnal objectlves
which are. reasonsble and attainable for severely handlcapped students.

8. Certificates of Achlevement - certificates awarded in
addition to a standard diploma to reccgnize students whose adclescent
planned educational program meets speclfic requirements which exceed
the state reguirements.

9. papplied Arts - home economics. industrial arts/technology.
pre-vocational education, and veocational education.

10. Fine or Performing Arts - art, music, drama, and dance.

11. Foreign Languages - a language other than English.

12. _ Applied Mathematics - Dbusiness math, consumer math,
vocaticnal math, and computer math.
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C. Program of Study
1. Requirements for Graduation
a. Standard Graduation Regquirements

Standard graduation reguirements are the number of regquired and
elective units of credit which must be earned by a student in
grades 9-12 in order to be graduated from high school. A
standard diploma is the document that is awarded to a student to
verify completion of these graduation regquirements.

(1) Total Units

The total number of units of credit needed for graduation is
21. The specific units of credit for graduation are outlined
below as required and elective units.

{(2) Reguired Units

Fifteen required unilts are the offerings which constitute a
common body o¢f general learnings necessary for preparing a
student to function in society. The reguired units which must
be completed by all students during grades 9 through 12 are:

English-r.,anguage artst 4 units
Social studies 3 units
Mathematics® 3 units
Science? 2 units
Physical Education 1 ovnit
Health 1 unit
Applied Arts. Fine or Performing I unit
Arts, PForeign Language, or Computer Education

Total 15 units

42 maximum of % unit of credit in speech may be included in the four
required units of English-language arts. Journalism, speech (excluding the %
mmit aliowed), drama, thearter, and orther relared courses are electives ami
shall not be used as any of the Four required unites of English-language arts.

SrThe required units are 2Zmerican History (! unit in grade 97, wWorld
Cultures {1 unit in grade 10 or 1l1), Economics (% unit in grade 1! or 12}, and
centemporary America (4 unit in grade 11 or 12).

6ar least one of the required three umits in mathematics shall be from
the areas of pre-algebra (when cffered within grades 9-12). algebra, geometry.
pre-calculus, or trigonometry. gemeral-mathemabiesy-or-appliod-math~

Tone unit must be biology. Three units of agriculture science may be
used in place of one unit of science. other than biology.
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(3) Elective Units

Elective units are the additional offerings which are needed to
complete the 21 units and which meet a student's specific needs,
interests, and abllities. State Board Policy 2510, Regulations
for General, Vocatlonal, and Special Educatliconal Programs, gives
a listing of electives which must be avallable to students in all
schools of West Virginia. Elective offerings needed to meet
state graduation requirements should be chosen from those listed,
in that pelicy.

Modified Graduation Requirements

Modified graduation requirements are designed for severely
handicapped students who have been determined by an Individual
Education Program Committee to be unable to meet state and county
standard graduation requirements. Students will need at least four
years to. complete these requirements, as specified In their
individualized education programs.

2. Authorized Diplomas

County boards of education are authorized to award standard
diplomas and modified diplomas.

3. Planned Educational Programs

3308t

A planned educational program 1is defined as an educatlonal
program that includes the state requiremants for graduation as set
forth in this document. The program places emphasis on preparation
for college, advanced vocaticnal programs., and/or employment.

students shall be encouraged to plan and follow a flexible,
plammed educatiomal program amd te accumlate units beyond the 21
required .for graduation. The student's planned program shall be
subiject to periodic revision and designed to enhance the opportunity
for success in chosen endeavors after graduation from high school.

Certificates of Achievement

The state board of educatiom shall award certificates of
achievement to those students whose educaticnal programs 1n grades
5-12 merit special recognition. This section shall be effective
beginning with the 1586-87 school year.
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Counties are encouraged to develop specific criteria for awarding
additional <certificates o¢f achievement t¢ those students whose
educatlional programs 1In grades 9-12 exceed the state graduation
requirements, Certificates may include but are not limited to the
following areas:

{1) College preparatory programs,
(2) Completilon of vocational programs. and
(3) advanced study in particular curricular areas.

5. Authorization for County Boards of Education to Increase Requirements.

The graduation requirements include 15 specifiec units and 21
total units. County boards of education have the authority to
increase - these requirements £for schools in their counties. The
approval of the county board 1s needed to increase graduation
requirements for individual schoels.

The county superintendent shall notify the West Virginias
Department of Education of any c¢hanges in requirements beyond the
state requirements of 15 specific units and 21 total units.

D. Extracurricular Activities

Units of credit are not awarded for participation in
extracurricular activities.

Section 2. Proqram Dellivery
A. AMainistrative Practices

1. Unit of Credit

a unit of credit is that which 1ls awarded for the attainment of
educational objectives from a reguired or elective area of study for
which & mimimar of 38100 minutes of Iinstructiocnal time has been
allotted or a state approved equivalent has been met. Partial credit
may alsc be awarded., e.g.. % unit for attainment of learning cutcomes
from a required or elective area of study for which a mirnimum of 4058
minutes of instructicnal time has been allotted or.

2. Alternatives to the Unit of Credit

Based upon school and individual student needs, county boards of
education, with the approval of the West Virginia Board or Department
of Education as indicated, shall develcp policies which allow
alternative delivery systems for the unit of credit. Aareas in which
policies may be developed are as follows:

3308t -
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a. Accepting Credits Earned Before Grade 9

any student who successfully completes a high school level course
prior to..grade 9 shall be granted credit toward graduation provided
that he/she must complete the 21 additional units in grades 9-12
including higher level courses in the areas taken prior to grade 9 if
appropriate to the ability level of the student as determined by
his/her individual four vear plan.

b. Testing out

County boards of education may adopt tests based on but not
limited to educaticnal objectives which will allow a student to test
out of specific reguired units or prerequisite electives. Any tests
adopted must have approval of the West Virginia Department of
Education. A student who tests out of an area of study will receive
credit for that course and is expected to complete 21 additional units
in grades 9-12. The student's permanent record shall indicate
completion of the area of study through testing. County beoards of
education may develop policies and procedures by which students can
test out of required units or prerequisite electives.

c. Correspondence Schoels

County boards of educatlon ey

must adopt policies which allow students to earn credit from a corresp
ondence school for areas of study which are identified in the adolescent
education program of study in policy 2510 and which are not available a
t the locdl school. The correspondence school must be authorized to ope

rate in west Virginia.

d. Colleges

County boards of education may adopt peolicies which allow students
to earn credits for completion of college work. Three semester hours
of college credit may be counted a % unit of credit. Gensralily, thars
are two reasons for accepting college credit: (1} the student is
enrolled in the high schoel and would profit by taking a course at the
college/university which is not available at the high school or (2)
the student is enrclled as a full time college student and needs to
transfer <credits back to the high schoel to complete graduation
reguire ments. These units of credit may be used to meet the 21
required units.

e. Wight sSchool

County boards of education may adopt policies which allow students
te earn credit from night school E£or areas of study which are
identified in the adolescent education program of study in policy
2510. Programs at night school would have to meet requiremsnes for a
unit of credit and be taught by a certified teacher. Because of West
Virginia Code § 18-5-19, students under the age of 16 may not attend
night school. -
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£. Experimental Programs

Experimental programs shall be approved by the West Virginia Board
of Education. Each program shall be evaluated annually and a report
filed with the West Virginia Department of Education.

g. Summer Scheol

All summer school programs shall be submitted to the West Virginia
Board of Education for approval before being offered. Scheools may
include credits earned from approved summer schools provided the
instructional program, including length of time allocated for
completion of a unit of credit or fraction thereof, is equivalent to
that reguired of the regqular school term.

Handicapped Students

an individualized education program shall specify how graduation
credit 1is to be earned by an eligible handicapped student. Primary
consideration must be given to the completion of educational
objectives prescribed for all students.

an Individual Education Program Committee determines that the
approved educational objectives in the reguired and elective areas of
study are reasonable for a particular student. cChanges may be made to
the delivery of educational objectives through learning objectives,
teaching strategles, media/resources, and evaluation techniques if
such changes are deemed necessary by the Individual Education Program
Committee and are specified in the IEP. A student who masters the
individualized education program educational objectives shall be
awarded a standard diploma.

If the Individual Educatilon Program Committee determines that a
student cannot successfully achleve the educational objectives
necessary (o earn a standard diploma, the individualized education
program shall speclify the alternative educational objectives which are
appropriaste to meet the needs of the student. A student who completes
the alternative educational objectives as specified in his/her
individualized education program shall be awarded a modified diploma
stating that the stwdent has met the goals amnd obijectives of an
individoalized education program.

Artendanes

Rttendance for all four years during grades 5-12 is important to
attain full benefit from the educational programs offered in th
schools of West Virginia. Therefore, all students shall be scheduled
for the full instructiomal day for all four years. Exceptions may be
made by county boards of education to accommodate placemen:t into
college courses, advanced vocational programs, or for other compelling
clrcumstances.
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County boards of education shall develop policies to define the
c¢ircumstances under whilch students may attend school fewer than four
years and/or may be scheduled for less than full instructional day.

This section shall be effective for all students beginning with
the 1986-87 school year.

Evaluating Credits for Transfer Students.
(a) From Other States

Students who transfer into West Virginia from schools approved by
other state systems may not always have completed the required units
needed for graduation in West Virginia. 1In most instances, there will
be credit for an area of study which is quite similar to cne of the
required units, and credit can be awarded for the work completed. If
the student who transfers in can be scheduled into any additional
subjects _needed to complete the West Wvirginia requirements, this
should be done. In the cases of seniers and some Jjuniers. such
scheduling may not be feasible or possible. 1In such cases, the school
may appeal to the State Superintendent of Schools for permission to
use a substitute for the requirement or to wailve the requirement,

{(b) From Other West Virginia Counties

Students who transfer into another West Virginia county which has
additional regquirements may qnot be able to complete these
requirements. In such cases, the student's credits shall be evaluated
to determine if one or more county requirements will be waived by the
local board of education.

Students Who Do Not Complete Requirements in Four Years
{a} Continuocus Enrallment

If & student has been enrolled contirmcusly for four vears in
grades 9-12 but has not accumulated the required number of units, the
student shall be expected to meet the graduation requirements which
were in effect when he entered ninth grade. Since the student has
attended four full years. ke or she would not be required to attend
the full day.

b. Reenrollment

If a student has reenrolled after dropping out of school, the
requirements that a student must meet depends upon the length of time
he or she has been out of school. If the student has been out of
school less than one year, he or she would be expected to complete the
graduation requirements which were in effect when he or she entered
grade nine. TIF the student has been out of school one year or more,
he or she would be expected to complete the current graduation

requirements,
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7. Effective Date

Unless other wise noted, this policy is effective for students
entering ninth grade during the 1985-86 schoel year.

3. Pregram Assurance

A. Documentation

1. A unit of credit is awarded to indicate successful completion
of an area of study.

2. A diploma is awarded to indicate successful completion of
specific graduation requirements.

B. Program Improvement

buring the 1%8%9-90 school year, the Graduation Requirements for
West Virginia Public Schools: Adolescent Education (Grades 9-12) will
underge a. thorough evaluation. The evaluation and revision process
shall occur at least every five years thereafter.

C. Management Information System

1. Attendance

Each county shall submit an annual report., by schocl, via the
West Virginia Board of Education Policy 4110 - County
Attendance Policy of exceptions to the attendance reguirement
contained in this document, to the West Virginia Department of
Education by June 15 of each fiscal year. The report shall
include the pirth date, grade, sex, corpelling clircumstances,
exception made, and effective date. A subsequent summative
presentation by the State Department of Educaticn will be made
to. the West Virginia Board of Education. This report will be

initiated effective jmplementation of the West Virginia Board
of Education Policy 4110 - Cotmty Attendance Peolicy.

2. Alternatives tg the Unit of Credit

Each schocol which includes any grades from %12 must include
in its annual classification report a summary of alternatives
accepted for units of credit.
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