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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINTA BOARD OF EDUCATION

POLICY NUMBER AND TITLE: Policy 2444.01: Graduation Requirements For West
virginia Public Schools: Adolescent Education (Grades
9-12)

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD EMDS: _OQctober 13, 1993 ADOPTED:

BACKGROUND:

The math curriculum was revised and then adopted in 1990, the soclal
studies curriculum in 1990, and the science currlculum in 1993. The proposed
editorial revisions to Graduation Reguirements policy will provide language
agreement between the graduation requirements and the curricular areas,
besides agreement with other specific terminology.

PURPOBE:

The proposed editorial revisions to Policy 2444.01 are being submitted to
" keep current the curriculum changes made in the academic disciplines of math,
social studies, and science. Changes to these three (3) curricular areas were
made during their revision process. 1In addition, some general educational
terminology has alsoc changed.

CONTENTS: _.

Math, soclal . studies, and science learning goals and objectives and
curriculum frameworks have been revised during the last few years. The
current documents for each of the aforementioned academic disciplines have
impacted State Policy 2444.01: Graduation Regulirements Efor West Virginia
Public Schools: BAdolescent Education (Grades 9-12). Likewise, some general
educational terminology has been changed.

To keep the Graduation Requirements policy current. specific editorial
changes must be made. These changes in no way alter the policy’'s intent or
implementation. The changes merely make the policy current regarding math,
social studies, science, and general educational terminclogy.

IMPACT: _
The revisions to the Graduation Regquirements policy provide clear language

agreement between the policy and the curricular areas of math, social studies,
and sclence besides agreement with other educational terminology.




POLICY 2444.01

Graduation Requirements for West Virginia Public Schools:
Adolescent Education (Grades 9-12)

The West Virginia Board of Rducation and the West Virginia Department of
Education believe that schools must work to prepare every student who
exits Erom high school with the khowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary
to be a successful, functioning member of soclety:; to develop proficiency
in basic func¢tional skills; to Function in this culture; to develop a
sense of civic responsibility: and to prepare him-her for vocational and
avocational activities.

Therefore, the Board prescribes the state requirements for graduation from
high scheoel. ._These requirements are based upon the number of units of
credit attained in grades 9 through 12 for satisfactory completion of
learning goals and objectives and also upon attendance. <County boards of
education shall have the authority to increase these graduation
regquirements beyond the state requirements.

Policy adopted:

5730t-2 T s
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Graduation Requirements for West Virginia Public Schools:
ﬁdolescent‘Education (Grades 9- 12)

Section 1.0 Gene_g_

gg‘“" ' ;f’;€3 ;Tf‘*’*f* 

1.1 5cg§§§;~’ This ?egisigtive~~ru&e Eglicz outlines the minimum
: oourse. requirements for graduation in West Virginia public
schoo 5. .
1.2 Huthoti Ly - Hest Virginia Constitution. Article XII, §2 and Code
$18-2-5; 18-2-7.

1.3 FilingnDate -

1.4 E EE ctiva Date -

SHHHRRE ENB'-'REGBI:J;T-EBNS

?he—west~virginia—aoard—of Eéucation—and the*wesE—Virg:nia~8epartment of
Edueatton- be%igge that- achoois must attempt—uork to-prepare—-esvery
stu&ent-who-exfts From- high—schooi-with the-knewiedge —skiiisr-and
attitudes~neco%§ary~t0*be successfai--Eunctioning-member of-soctetys-to
develop- proficiency'&n-basic~Eunctionai—skiiis*—to funetion—tn-Ehis
cultufer~ba— deveiop—a~sense of civie— resgonsibiiity*—and to~pfepare
him-her~ ~for- vocationai—and avocationai activitieS*

5

Section 2.0 VProgram Definition

2.1 Rationgle ]
: T o=

iEducation the responsibility for determining the educatiocnal
policIes of thé state.' ]

"The School Laws of West yirginig give the West Virginia Board of




2.2

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.2.3'

2.2.4 -

2.2.5

2.2.6

!

",structyre} and function

71{%%

slaez 5- “Subject to and’ in conformity with the Constitution
aﬁ? laws of this’ State,,the state board of education shall

rmine, the, educational policies of the State, ..., and
sh‘ll make rules for carrying into  effect the laws and
po%.cies of Ehe State relating to education, ... and such

other matters pertaining to the public schools of the State as
may seem to the state board to be necessary and expedient

518 -2-7— T“The state board of ‘education shall prescribe

miﬁimum standards in the courses of study to be offered in
- e ementarx scheols, high”schools, vocational schools, and in
'é ~ other kinds, grades, and classes of schools, or
deggrtments thereof, HhiCh nay now or hereafter be maintained
ir the State, in wnole or in part, from any state fund or
f "as. e S

Definitions‘

Standard Graduation Requirements }Lthe number of required and

_ eléctive units of credit whichfmnst be earned by a student in

gr§%es 9-12 in order to be graduated from high school with a
- standard diploma.' A sﬁudent must also attend at least four
years in grades 9- 12 unless an attendance exception is granted.

Modified Graduation Rgguirements ; the alternative learning
objectives specifled in the individualized educational program

wﬁfﬁh must be completed by a severely—‘handieapped student
Hiih a severe disabilit Ly in order to be graduated from high

séﬁ%ol with a modified program. A student must also attend at
least four years in’ grades 9-12 unless an attendance exception

is_,ranted.

Unit of credit - that which is awarded for the attainment of
leatning dbjectives from a required or elective area of study
fqéswhich a minimum of 8100 minutes of instructional time has
been allotted ’

standgrd;ygiglomas = diplomas awarded to students, including

exceptional students. who setisfactorily complete all state
v aﬁd’county standard graduation reqnirements.

Mod ] ed_Diglemas diplomas awarded to severely-handicapped
st;%ents with severe disabilities who satisfactorily complete

ied graduation requirements.

.n‘-.r

Le ning eutcomes Objectives - measnrable descriptions of

ttgé knowledge, skills, 'and or attitudes a teacher expects
ledifners to acquire as a result of instruction within a

S grogram of study or a related area of study. For example, in

the adolescent education program of study science, area of
y biology. the learner will describe the cell theory,.

e - . BN
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2.2;7 Alternative  Learning ©utcemes  Objectives - learning

béggsa;s”'bﬁjéqggves appropriate to meet the needs of a
stndent determined unable to successfully achieve the learning
SuEcones objectives necessary to meet standard graduation
IEEiirements.’ ‘The  determination of ability to achieve
stindard learning outcomes “objectives is made by the

p%acement*~~eﬂvisory-~—committee— - Individualized Education
grogr Committee. . These alternative learning eutcomes

obiec;}ges do not have to be from the required and elective
erees of study Eor ‘'standard graduation requirements, but they
- learning’ ‘Sakcomes objectives which are reasonable and
inable Eor severe&g——handdcapped students with severe

disabilities-

z2.2.8 Cerrificates of thievement - certificates awarded in addition
te_a standard diplome to recognize students whose adolescent
planned educaEional program meets specific requirements which
exceed state requirements.

2.2.3 ggglieﬁ Arts - home economics, 1ndustria1 arts technology.,
pre—vocational edﬂcafion, and vocational educetion

2.2.10 Fine or Performing Brts - erts music, drama. end dance

ﬁ%

wﬁ

2.2.11 Fggriqn Languages - a language other than English.

]

2 . Egg}&ed~ﬂethemetics~-—hueiness meth——consumer—meth—
?ecetienei—math—-end;eempufer-math—
. f§ P ]
z2.3 rogram.of Study

.

W

2.3.1 'gégpif SMEnts” for Graduation

4

2.3;1;1’?

Wﬁ

,g}f;eepge

ienjerd raduation Re
Bl 'f‘“"‘"" i

sé%%dard graduationA requirements are the number of required
aqégelective bnits of credit which must be earned by a student
iqﬁgrades 9-12 in order to be graduated from high school. A
stﬂndard diploma is the document that is awarded to a student
to_werify completion of these graduation requirements.

mhe.total number of units of credit needed Eor graduation is
2L+ The specific units of credit For graduation are outiined

beIow as requirea and elective units.

2.3. 1 1. 2 E?Quired Units

Fgégteen required units ‘are the offerings Hhich constitute a
cofmon body of general 1earn1ngs necessary for preparing a
séﬁﬁent to function in soclety., The required units which must
be completed by all students during grades S through 12 are:




units

. ER lish-Language Arts? 4
S%cial Studies 3 .units
Hgthematics 2 units
seience7 2 units

+ é'ﬁ sical‘ E:ducation _ 1 unit
Health ' - 1 unit
Egplied Arts. Fine or Perfoming 1 unit

s, Oor Foreign Language T

« ’I.‘OTAL L 14 units

2.3. J*LB %ective Units i 7

o E%ective units are the additional oEferings which are needed

- %comp}.ete the 21 units and which meet a student's specific
uneeds. interests, and abilities. State Board Policy 2510,
Rﬁgqulations Eor General Vocational, and SPecial Educational

_ Lpéfgrams gives a iisting of electives which must be
mil&ble to, students in " all schools of West Virginia.

E%ect tve offerings needed to meet state graduation
r%iuirements should be . chosen Er:om those listed in that

2.3. l.?. H@ifj.ed Graduation Reguirements

Hsdified graduation requirements are designed for severeiy
ha.ndi:capped students ‘ wit‘n _severe disabilities whe have
b%en determined by & |

sgecia}—-- -e&t:ca-t:—ien— - -p—i-a-cenent-—— —advi-sery-—-— ~tommittee an
Iﬁdividualized_ _Educatign_ Program Committee to be unable to
meet state and county standard graduation requirements.
' Students, will need at. least Ffour years to complete these
o uirements, as specified in their individualized education

programs B

tL

42\ max.imz.:m of % unit oE credit in speech may be included in the four
required units oE English—language arts. Journalism. speech (excluding the
% unit allowed). drama. ‘theater, and other related courses are electives and
shall not be used as any oE the Eour reguired units of English language arts.

Hor}d—euitures {-& HH‘E‘L‘ “&n= grade tB—or ti:—}-*Econemi:cs {-K unit im- grade—%i—or
3:2--and—-€!crrbemporwy—-?merica—-{j’r—uni:t-in -g-rade——}-l-—or- i2).. 1) The World: To
the Agqe of E:-;E].oration ({1500 AD!, 2) The Emer_qence of the U. s into the World

{1500-1900 AD), amT ind 3) The The U.S5. & the i_io_r_ld._’ ZDtn Century.

5At least 21gzne of the required two units in mathemetics shall be from
the area of algﬂbra., geometry, probability—statistics and trigonometry,

pre-calculus, tri:goncmetry or—--ge’hei‘ﬂ-l o transitional mathematics, applied
mathematics I, 0r aEglied mathematics II. .

7ene—ﬂrti-t—_-mus-1:--be i:‘lo-log-y 'EfEective Fall 1995. one unit must be

Coordinated Science_s. The second unit must be either biology or Coordinated

Science 10 until the Fall of 1996 when the second unit must be Coordinated

Sclence 10.




2.3.2

2.3.3

2.3.4

2.3.5

Euthorized Di lomas

Ccunty boards of education are authcrized ‘to award standard
diplomas and modified diplomas.

Plﬁnned Educational Programs

- B

1anned educational program is defined as an educational
rogram that includes the state requirements for graduation
+%§£set Eorth in this document. The program places emphasis
on preparation ‘For college. advanced vocational programs,
-or employment.

1

'Sfﬁdents shall be encouraged to plan and Eollow a flexible,
- pTanned educational program and to accumulate units beyond

j %gé 21 required for graduation. The student’s planned
. program shall be subject to periodic revision and designed to
éﬁiance the opportunity For success in chosen endeavors after
graduation from high school.

lﬁh ﬁ

:Ceztificates oﬁ Achievement

The state boar& of education shall award certificates of

iac fevement t¢ those students whose educational programs in
g_edes 9-12 merit special recognition. This section shall be
éffective beginning with the 1986 87 school year.

Mm

COMnLies are encouraged to develop specific criteria for
anarding additional certificates of achievement to those
é%idents whose educational programs in grades 9-12 exceed the
; ate graduation requirements. Certificates may include but
; a:e not Iimited to the Eollowing areas:

wm

College preparatory programs.
completion of vocational programs, and
ndvanced study in particular curricular areas.

Mﬂ#ﬂmm wﬂ'rw

i Achoritz Eor' County Boards oE Bducation to Increase

Rgguirements

5 Tﬁe graduation requlrements include 14 specific units and 21
f ggtal units. _County “boards of education have the authority
iif_;’ increase ,Ehese requirements for schools in their

coﬂnties. ' The approval of the county hoard 1is needed to

! increase graduation requirements Eor individual schools.

. Ege county superintendent shall notlfy the West Virginia
; Department of Education of any changes in requirements beyond
- fﬁe state requirements of i4 specific units and 21 total
3 units,:'

@@

Ezera rricular Activities

Wﬁ

nits “bf credit are not awarded for participation in

! extracurricular activities.




Section 3.0

¥ S
_ . Program Delivery

3.1.

3.1.1

3.1.2

e

PoaR

..;,%inistratlve Practices o

§ ——

UEit of Credit

Ptunlt oF credit is that which is awarded for the attainment
’f—of learning 'outcomes objectlves from a reguired or
;.:eTeetive area of study Eor which a minimum of 8100 minutes of
instructional time has been allotted. Partial credit may
&lsc be awarded, Te. <g.: % unit Ffor attainment of learning

-7 eHEComes objectives from a required or elective area of

‘sfudy For which a minim_um of 4050 minutes oE instructional
5 iﬁme has been allotted.

| e

"Elternatives to the Unit of credit

BEsed upon school ‘and individual student needs. county boards

o‘f educatlion, with the approval of the West "Virginia Board of

E‘ducation as indicated, shall develop poelicles which allow
ternative delivery sysfems for the unit of credit. BAreas

.j 1:1 which policies may be developed are’ as follows

3. 1 .‘Z.L Rcceptinq Credits Eamed Before Grade 9

3.}.,2.2

3.1.2.3

R R

- = Liph
R H H e
i

student who successfully completes a high school level

,cow:se prior to grade 9 shall receive full credit Ffor that
eeurse towatd meeting total unit and, if applicable. reguired
t gra.duation requirements The student's permanent record

- E6r grades 9-12 shall indicate completion of the area of
. { sgudy )

% ° ° ,,'
L‘Esting 0ut . .

' county boards oE education may adopt tests hbased on but not
o ITfmited to learrd.ng outcomes objectives which will allow.a

's%udent, to test out ,of fspecific required units or

1 ﬁ%erequisite electives. ‘Any tests adopted must have approval

. g the West Virginie Department of Education A student who
' fests ‘out of an area of study is expected to complete 21
;-éiditional units in gredes 9~12. The student's permanent
! rﬁcord shall indicate completlon of the area of study through
_festing. County boards of education may develop policies and
p__ocedures by '-ihlch students can test out of required units
. of prerequisite electives- o

Correspondence 5choo 1s

unty boards of education may adopt policies which allow

sjﬁxdents 6 earn credit Erom correspondence school for areas
oE study which are identified "in the adolescent education
i program of study in’ Policy 2510 and which are not availlable

‘2L the local school. . The correspondence school must be
?a’ﬁthorized to operate in Hest virginia.
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3.1.2.5

3.1.2.6

3.1.2.7

3.1.3

—
1,

i
Colleges ‘ .

Cnunty boards of education may adopt policies which allow
s%dents to earn credits For completion of college work.
ree semester hours of college credit may be counted as %
ug "oF credit. Generally. there are two reasons for
Iat::ce,r_atlnf_:; coliege credit: 1) the student is enrolled in the

'_ %h school and would profit by taking a course at the

lege—uniuersity which i5 not available at the high school,

': o‘% 2) the student is enrolled as a full time college student

rieeds  to transfer credits b_ack to the high school to
complete graduation requirements. These units of credit may
bi used to meet the 21 required units

Nigh £ Schoo 1

County boards ‘of education may adopt policies which allow
dents to earf credit from night school for areas of study
mch are identified in the adolescent education program of
study in Policy 2510. Programs at night school would have to

i geet requlrements for a unit of ‘credit and be taught by a

;%tiﬂed teacher. Because of West Virglnia Code §18-5-19,
- gfudents under the age of 16 may not attend night school.

Ex erimental Pro rams

%7

%perimental programs shall be approved by the West Virginia

Bbard of E;ducation " Each’ program shall be evaluated annually
na a teport filed with the _west Virginia Department of
ucation. .

 Summer school .

' B11 summer school programs shall be submitted to the West
. Mirginia Board of Education for approval before being
.oﬂered.' Schools ‘may include credits earned from approved
;er schogls provlded the instructional program, including

l%ngth of tlme allocated For completion of a unit of credilt
;o% Fraction thereof. isllequivalent to that required of the
' e 1ar school term. ’

i - o

. H‘andicapped Students with Disabilities

.U.

.’m mdividualized education program shall specify how

'figfaduation credit” is o be earned by an eligible

| handicapped  student with " a disability. Primary
&g sideration must be given to the completion of 1learning
ghikcomes c_bjectl'_e_s prescribed for all students.

K"’ special education glaeement——-edvﬁory Individualized
Eiucetion, Erogram committee ~determines that the approved

earning outccmes objectlves in the required and elective

\ areas of study ‘are reasenable for a particular student.

dianges may be made to the delivery of learning outcomes

| ‘objectives !:hrough learning objectives, teaching strategies,

m;é‘ﬁia resources, and evaluation techniques if such changes

.! e deeméd necessary by the pae IEP Commlttee and are

gecified 1n' the IEP. A student who masters the

@ividualized educaﬁion program learning ottcomes
@_jectives shall be awarded a standard diploma

E T
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Iff the special' education piacemene -advisory IEP commlittee

'détermines that a student canhot successfully achieve the

R S

-y

éaarning oatcemes ‘bbiectives mnecessary to earn a standard
diploma, the individualized education program shall specify

_the alternative Iearning outcomes ohjectives which are
= - .
‘aggropriate to meet the needs of the student. A student who

comipletes’ the “alternative learning outcomes objectives as.
§§§cified in. his-her individualized education program shall.
be_ awarded a modified diploma stating that the student has

iﬁgi the goals and objectives of an individualized education

u:program

ol

-‘5Aftendance

intrendance Eor all four years during grades 9- 12 is important
: to attain fuli benefit from the educational programs offered

if the schools of West Virginia. " Therefore, all students

- §%§11 be scheduled for the Eull instructional day for all
f'E‘ﬂr years. Exceptions may Dbe "made by county boards of

ucation to accommodate placement into college courses,

fgﬁbanced vocational programs, or Ffor other compelling

cums tances .

B éEhnty boards of education Shalt develop policies to define
~@:Eﬁe circumstances under which students may attend school
‘gEEQer than four years and-or may be scheduled for less than

he Full instructional day

L

[EH&: sectien~shai% be*—eEEective*Eor—a}i-ste&ents-begtnning

R - the~}966—8?—schoo%—year—'

. EValuating Credits for TransEer Students

| ffou other Statds

udents who tranéfer 'into Uest Virginia from schools

| agproved by other’ state systems may not always have completed

Eﬁe required units needed for graduation in West Virginia.

: rﬁ mosk instances, there will be credit for an area of study

ich is quite similar “to one of the required units, and

l,géedit can be awarded for the ‘work completed. If the student

ects needed to’ complete the West’ Virginia requirements,

%%%s transfers in can be scheduled “into any additional
3
should be done, In the cases of seniors and some

i_fghiors. suchlscheduling may not be Eeasible or possible. In

3.1';5-;. '

S ;a;mmm

i

E:om Other west virgihia ounties

- Students who transfer into another west Virginia county which

ﬁ”&

1as additional requirements may not be able to complete these
requirements ““fn such cases. the student S credits shall be
aluated to determine if one or more county reguirements
11 be waived by the local board ‘of education.

Ipop




Section

3.1.6.1° ant gous Enroilment

IFEERR S . T

L

3.1.6 §:$dents Hho Do Not Complete Requirements in Four ¥ears

iETa student has been enrolled continuously for Four years in

tgrades 9-12 but has not accumulated the regquired number of

ts, the student shall "be expected tc meet the graduation

:?r uirements which were in effect when he-she entered ninth

| gihde. Since the_student has attended four full years, he or
: jéﬁ% would not be’ required to attend the full day.

s

3.1. 6 2 Eeenrollment

. If. a student has enrolled aEter dropping out of school, the
; | réquirements that a student must meet depend upon the length
o;;time he or she has been out of school. 1IEf the student has
-been out of school less than ofle vear, he or she would be
g&ected to comglete the graduation requirements which were
ig;effect when he or she entered grade nine. TIf the student
has bBeen out of school one year or more, he or she would be
ected to complete the current graduation reguirements.

373=7 ‘ iEEEective ~Bate

. 7iﬁress-otherwise—noted-—this—po}iey is —effective-for
.w'Sfadenes entering-n&nthugrade during ehe }985 86-schenl

r_ - - - =
4-0u,Jh¥kbedramVESéufhncé'
4.1 ;W30cumentation e

4.1.1 K?unit of credit is ewarded to indicate successful completion
: {'Sf‘an area oE study.

4.1.2 . R diploma is awarded to indicate successful completion of

, i7'.5Qecific graduation requirements.
B iﬁ e
4.2 ;:Erogram Improvement o

'g%iing the 1989-90 school year. the Graduation Reguirement
Cfor West Virginia Public sSchools: adolescent Education
_gg;ades 9-12) will undergo a thorough ‘evaluation. The
enaluation and revlsion process shall occur at least every
Eive years.

Y

4.3 3 g%na ement Infothtion System
4.3;1,,._3ftendance

j_éééh county shall submit “an annual report, by school, of
; exceptions to the attendance requirement contained in this
; ddcument, toc the Hest Vlrginia Department of Education by
: Uﬁne ‘15 of each flscal year. The report shall include the
o £&tthdate. grade, sex, compelling circumstances, exception
. #ade, and effective date. A subsequent summative
gesentation by the State Department of Education will be
de to'the West Virginia Board of Education )

-2
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;gniternatives to the Unit of Credit

S

EEach schﬂol which includes any grades from 9-12 must inciude
;in_its arnual classification _report a summary ‘of alternatives

epted Eor units of credit.

o wﬂw b5

5l
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RESPONSE FORM
REVISION OF GRADUATION REQUTIREMENTS

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed Revisions of
the Graduation Regquirements.

Individual-Organization:

Address: L _

General Comments: -

Comments for Section 1.0:

Comments for Section 2.0:

Comments for Section 3.0:

Comments for Section 4.0:

Return by October 13, 1993 to:
Dr. Hobart Harmon
Executive Assistant to the State Superintendent
Wv Department of Education
Capitol Complex, Bldg. 6, Room B-364
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Fast
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330
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