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PROVIDE A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONTENT OF THE RULE:

Establishes guidelines and procedures for achieving and maintaining eligibility for the PROMISE Scholarship.

SUMMARIZE IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER CONTENTS OF CHANGES IN THE RULE AND A STATEMENT OF
CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRING THE RULE:

Amendments update course load and grade reguirements for PROMISE Scholarship, streamlines language and
clarifies terms.

SUMMARIZE IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER THE OVERALL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED
RULE:

A. ECONOMICIMPACT ON REVENUES OF STATE GOVERNMENT:
N/A

B. ECONOMIC IMPACT ON SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNTS:

N/A

C. ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE RULE ON THE STATE OR |75 RESIDENTS:
N/A



D. FISCAL NOTE DETAIL:

Effect of Proposal Fiscal Year

2023 2024 Fiscal Year (Upon

Increase/Decrease |Increase/Decrease Full

(use "-") (use "-") Implementation)
1. Estimated Total Cost 0 0 0
Personal Services 0 00 0
Current Expenses 0 0 0
Repairs and Alterations 0 0 0
Assets 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
2. Estimated Total 0 0 0

Revenues

E. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

N/A

BY CHOOSING 'YES', | ATTEST THAT THE PREVIOUS STATEMENT IS TRUE AND CORRECT.

Yes

Cindy L Anderson -- By my signature, [ certify that | am the person authorized to file legislative
rules, in accordance with West Virginia Code §29A-3-11 and §39A-3-2.
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TITLE 133
LEGISLATIVE RULE
WEST VIRGINIA HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY COMMISSION

SERIES 7
WEST VIRGINIA PROVIDING REAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR MAXIMIZING IN-STATE
STUDENT EXCELLENCE (PROMISE) SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

§133-7-1. General.
1.1. Scope. -- This rule establishes guidelines and procedures for establishiange achieving and maintaining

eligibility for the West Virginia Providing Real Opportunities for Maximizing In-State Student Excellence
Scholarship Program, hereinafter referred to as PROMISE.

1.2. Authority. -- West Virginia Code §18B-1-6 and §18C-7-6.

1.3. Filing Date. -- Aprd2049.
1.4. Effective Date. — May—320H9.

1.5. Sunset Date. — This rule shall terminate and have no further force or effect vponday—1-2024 on
August 1, 2029,

§133-7-2. Eligibility of High School Graduates for Initial Award.

2.1. To be eligible for an initial PROMISE Scholarship, a high school applicant sust shall be eligible for
the award both at the time of application and at the time the—awardis+eceived of receipt of the award by
mecting all aeademie criteria splaes outlined in this rule at the time of application and award; and

24a- 2.1.1. Must Shall complete high-seheol-graduation requirements at a West Virginia pubhie;
private-orhome-school high school, as defined in Section 16 below, unless he or she qualified as a military
dependent under Section 5 of this rule or has commuted to an out-of-state high school pursuant to Section 6
of this rule; and

2b-2.1.2. Must Shall complete at least ane-half of the credits required for high-seheelgraduation
through attendance at a publie;private-orhome high school in this State, unless he or she qualified as a military
dependent under Section 5 of this rule or has commuted to an out-of-state school pursuant to Section 6 of this
rule; and

24-e- 2.1.3. Must Shall apply for the scholarship within two years of graduation from high school or
within two vears of obtaining a GED or equivalent unless the applicant entered the United States Armed
Services pursuant to Section 4 of this rule; and

244 2.1.4. Must Shall have attained a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale,
based on eeunty-beard high school grading policies, in both core courses and overall coursework required for
graduation by the State Board efdueation or the approprlate person at the apphcant 8 hlgh school, while

cnrollcd ina publ-rc—e%pﬂ*tate—hlgh school.
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21e 2.1.5. Must Shall meet standardized test score criteria on an ACT or SAT national test as

established by the WestMirsinatheherducatonPeher-Commission{Commissiond, and

24+£ 2.1.6. The applicant and his or her parent or legal guardian shall have resided in West Virginia
contmuously for a minimum of twelve 12 consecutive months mmmediately preceding the final date of
application for a PROMISE Scholarship, unless the applicant or the applicant’s parent or legal guardian was.
at all relevant times, a member of the United States Armed Services pursuant to Section 4 of this rule or a
military dependent pursuant to Section 5 of this rule, and be a United States citizen, a U.S. permanent resident,
or an ¢ligible non-citizen who meets the residency requirements for Federal Student Aid; and

24 2.1.7. Must Shall submit both the Free Application for Federal Student Aid and any application
form required by the Commission by the deadline established by the Commission; hewever: Provided, That

2-4e4— Any student who misses the deadline for application may apply by a later date established
by the Commission for a spring semester award. This option 1s contingent upon the availability of funding for
late awards.

2.2. The apphcant 8 hlgh school shall determine the prade point average required #+Seetton2t-d—wil
be-determined-b APHEODE tal by Subsection 2.4.1. of this rule at the end of the applicant’s
sixth high school semester. However, the high school may determine the final calculation of the grade point
average and eligibility for the award may-be-determined as late as after the cighth semester.

2.3. The applicant’s high school may use weighted grades maybe-used in the computation of a-student’s
an applicant’s core and overall grade point average based on esunty-beard the high school’s grading policies.

2.4. A-studentwhoappliedforand An applicant who was deemed eligible for a PROMISE award sxast
shall enroll for the first regularly scheduled enrollment period afier being selected unless granted a deferment
urderthe-lcave of absence prevwisiensof pursuant to Section 9.6. and 9.7. er 98- below.

2.5. A-stadent An applicant who was deemed eligible for a PROMISE award but elects not to enroll at
an eligible institution setforth-in-SectionFof this+ule may regain eligibility previdinsthestudent if he or she
discontinues enrollment at the ineligible institution no later than one academic year after high school
graduation and re-enrolls at an eligible institution. Anysueh The re-enrolling student st shall meet the
eligibility standards for a PROMISE award renewal set out in Section 9 of this rule.

2.6. Only full-time, first-year students are eligible to receive iitial awards. Students already enrolled at
a hicher education institution are not eligible to apply for a PROMISE award except as provided in Subsection
2.1.7. above.

§133-7-3. Eligibility for Graduates of Alternative Educational Programs.

3.1. A—persen Upon approval of the Vice Chancellor, an applicant who successfully completed an
alternative educational program, such as the Mountaineer Challenge Academy, appreved-by-the DPirectorof

State-Einancil-Aid-Programs: is cligible for a PROMISE award—bu»t—eﬂ-ly if he or she has passed a State Board

approved high school equivalency examination with a mimimum score determined by the Commission.

3.2. A-graduate-ofsuchprosrams—sust An applicant from an alternative education program shall apply
for a PROMISE award within two years of the-earhierof passing a State Board approved high school equivalent

equivalency examination or the date the stadent>s applicant’s home high school class weuldnermatiythave

graduated, whichever is carlier, and meet all other criteria established by the Commission at the time of

application established-bythe Comnnssion, including required scores on national standardized tests.
2
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3.3, The parents or legal guardian and the applicant srast shall mest the residency requirements set out in
Section 2.4 of this rule.

3.4. A student passing a State Board approved high school equivalent equivalency examination under
other exceptional circumstances may appeal for scholarship consideration under the provisions of Section 13

of thisrule.
§133-7-4. Eligibility of Members Veterans of Armed Services.

4.1. A person who entered full-time, active duty with the United States Armed Services within two
years of his-erher graduating from high school eraduation or obtaining a GED or equivalent and is discharged
with a status other than dishonorable is eligible to apply er-elaim for and receive a PROMISE award within
seven years of the time he or she has initially entered military service. However, this eligibility ends one year
after discharge from sueh military service.

4.2. The applicant must shall. at the time of the application, meet all other criteria established by the
Commission for eligible high school graduates atthe-tme—oafthe—appheation, including high school grade

point average and required scores on national standardized tests.

4.3. The applicant sust shall meet the residency requirements set out in Section 2.4 of this rule, or have
entered military service from this State, and not have established domicile in another state at any time during
that military service.

4.4. A student attending a United States military academy is enl¥ eligible for a PROMISE award if he or
she leaves the military academy and meets the requirements of Section 2:5 of this rule.

§133-7-5. Eligibility of Military Dependents.

5.1. The Commission shall waive the credit hour requirements—in—section——-b- and the residency
requirements of established in Section 2.4£ of this rule shall be-waived if:

54a-5.1.1. The applicant both resided in a state other than West Virginia and attended high school
in another state or in a United States territory, United States possession, or foreign country; and

54 5.1.2. Resided with his or her parent or legal guardian; and
S4-e- 5.1.3. The applicant’s parent or legal guardian served in the United States Armed Forces while
the student attended high school in saeh another state, a United States territory or possession or a foreign

country; and

514-d-5.1.4. The parent or legal guardian was stationed for military purposes in saeh another state, a
United States terntory or possession, or a foreign country; and

S4-e-5.1.5. The parent or legal guardian maintained legal residence in West Virginia while stationed
in saeh another state, a United States territory or possession or a foreign country.

§133-7-6. Eligibility of Commuting Resident Students Attending High School Out-of-State.

6.1. The Commission shall waive the credit hour requirements m Section 2.4b: of this rule shall-be
warved if:

6+a-6.1.1. The applicant resided with his or her parent or legal guardian full time in West Virginia
while attending high school in another state; and

3
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646 6.1.2. The parent or legal guardian and the applicant must-have—met meet the residency
requirements set out in Section 2.4£ of this rule; and

644 6.1.3. The student applicant commuted from Husstate and retumed to West Virgimia on a daily
basis while attending the out-of-state high school; Provided, That overmight school activities or social
activities or visitation with a noncustodial parent in another state mav not vitiate an applicant’s residency
status: Provided, however, That in order to meet the residency requirements of this rule. an applicant and his

or her parent or legal guardian must reside. both physically and legally, in West Virginia; and

64-e- 6.1.4. The student applicant was a dependent of the parent or legal guardian with whom the
student he or she resided in West Virginia; and

6+h-6.1.6. The high school’s curriculum requirements for graduation are equivalent, or sufficiently
similar to, those required for high school graduation in this State.

§133-7-7. EligibleInstitations- [Reserved]

=2 8.1. Studentsawarded—+ Recipients of a PROMISE Scholarship shall receive an award equal to the
lesser of $4750-e-the actual amount of tuition and mandatory fees eharges for resident students at the home

institution or an amount determined by the Commission based on the availability of adequate funding:
Provided, That in no event shall the amount of the award be greater than the actual cost of tuition and

mandatory fees charged by the home institution.

€3- 8.2. The Commission may Aawards-maybemade PROMISE for summer school. To be eligible for
4
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a summer award, a—stdentmust an applicant shall be academically eligible for sehelarship PROMISE
continuation at the end of the spring semester preceding the summer tha-t—ass-}staﬂee—}s—req-uested term for
which the applicant is applying. Any summer award under this previstesr section i1s dependent upon the
availability of funds as determined by the Commission.

&3 8.2.1. Priority for summer awards s shall be based on class rank, with the highest prionty
given to studesnts recipients closest to graduation.

83-b- 8.2.2. Studests Recipients, other than those graduating at the end of the summer term of
enrollment, srust shall be enrolled for at least 12 credit hours unless granted the Commission grants a waiver

of the full-time requirement by-the Commission.

83e- 8.2.3. A summer award counts as a semester of utilization toward the maximum number of
available semesters.

§133-7-9. Eligibility for Renewal of Awards.

9.1. For a stadent recipient to retain or have renew the PROMISE award renewed cach year, the student
must recipient shall:

9.1.1. Be continuously enrolled as a full-time undergraduate student; exeept Provided, That during
the last academic year of scholarship eligibility or if the institution does not offer enough degree pursuant
courses during a term to allow the recipient to be considered full-time, the stadent recipient may be enrolled
less than full-time and remain cligible for renewal; and

9:2-9.1.2. Maintain at leasta 2.75 grade point average on a 4.0 scale the-firstyearanda3-Ocumulative
srade-pomtaverase-tnsubsequentirears by the end of cach academic vear; and

93 9.1.3. Complete and earn a minimum of 30 credit hours in each academic year for a student
recipient who receives a two-semester award m an academic year. H-a-studentreceives For a single-semester
award, the stadentmust recipient shall complete and carn a minimum of 15 credit hours in the academic year.

934 9.1.3.a. Upon approval of the home mstitution. the recipient may use College-Level

Examination Program (CLEP) credits mav-beused to meet the minimum credit hours requirement.

93-e-9.1.3.b. For calculating renewal, Fthe academic year forealenlatingrenewal begins with

the fall semester and ends with the summer semester.

9.1.4. If the recipient’s home institution does not offer enough degree pursuant courses during the
academic vear to allow the recipient to meet the credit hour requirement of this subsection. the recipient
remains eligible for renewal of the PROMISE award if he or she successfully completes all available degree
pursuant courses during the home institution’s regular terms in the academic vear, excluding the summer term,
and meets all other renewal requirements set forth in this rule.
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94.9.2. A student recipient secking an associate’s degree is eligible to receive a PROMISE award for no
more than a total of four semesters of a two-year degree program. Recipients who received a PROMISE
award to obtamn an associate’s degree shall meet the renewal requirements of this section m order to receive a
PROMISE award to pursue a bachelor’s degree.

95-9.3. A stadent recipient secking a baccalaureate degree is eligible to receive a PROMISE award for
no more than eight semesters of a four-year degree program.

9.6 9.4. Hastudentenrells A recipient enrolled in a summer schoel term to attain the minimum credit
hours required by Seetton—9-2 Subsection 9.1.3. or achieve the grade point average required by Seetton9-2
Subsection 9.1.2.-he-ershe-shall may not receive a PROMISE award for that summer sehoelenrellment term.
The recipient shall successfully complete the summer sehoolenrelimentimust-be-completed torm before the
commencement of the home institution’s regular semester ofthe PROMISE-eligibleinstitation-the-studentis

attending. Swmmersehool Upon approval of the recipient’s home institution, the recipient may obtain summer

term credits may-be-obtained-from an out-of-state institution with-appreval-ofthe homeinstitution.

: g Frtstb pted— In determining
PRON[[SE Scholarshlp ellglblhty ehglble 1nst1tut10ns shall count all college credlt hours and corresponding
grades regardless of whether or not the eeHese institution accepts these credits. A [n determining eligibility
for PROMISE renewal. eligible institutions may not count toward the credit hour requirement any college

credit hours thc I'CCIQICnt CE[I‘IICd pI’lOI’ to thc f]rst semester of fall or sprmg enrollment marnotbe-counted

97 9.5. PROMISE Scholarshipstudentsare-expectedto recipients shall maintain continuous enrollment

in addition to the other renewal requirements set forth in this section. However, a home institution may waive
this requirement mav-be—-waived by aninshitntion ot hisher education for a recipient’s medical or family
bereavement absence consistent with the home institution’s program policies. The home institution may also
grant a leave of absence for students entering or being called to military active duty or enrolling in a study
abroad program, internship, or co-op program.

98- 9.0. thef Recmlents shall submlt other requests for lcaves of absence must-be-submitted in writing

i : et orarts to the Vice Chancellor. Stadent “Other leave

of absence requests s-ubmi&ed—te—&te—d-ifeete%maﬁhmclude but are not limited to, presrmms issucs directly

related to the student’s recipient’s educational program, study abroad, extreme financial hardships of the

student recipient or the stedents recipient’s immediate family, service or volunteerism, or other extraordinary

circumstances beyond the student’s recipient’s control when continued attendance would ereate—= result m
substantial hardship for the student recipient.

9.9 9.7. A student recipient granted a leave of absence under-the-provisions—of pursuant to Section+8-7
o108 9.5. or 9.6. above and who resumes his or her education at an eligible institution, assuming he or she

meets all other eligibility requirements at the time the leave of absence was granted, shall retain PROMISE
eligibility fer-a-RROMISE-Schelarship until the-first anv of the following events occurs:

99a- 0.7.1. The student recipient received four semesters of PROMISE Scholarship-assistance
while enrolled in an associate degree program or graduated from the associate degree program; or

9.05.9.7.2. The stadent recipient received cight semesters of PROMISE Schelarship-assistance while
enrolled in an associate andfor baccalaurcate program or graduated from the baccalaurcate degree program;
or
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990.¢-9.7.3. The sum of the number of academic years from the date of the student’s recipient’s
selection as a PROMISE Scholarship recipient equals six years, except for the military service provisions of
Section 4.

§133-7-10. Duty of PROMISE Recipient Graduates.

10.1. By accepting a PROMISE award, the recipient agrees to provide the any information the
Commission may request regarding the recipient’s address after graduation, employment after graduation,
whether and where the recipient is enrolled in post-graduate programs, and seeh other relevant information as
the Commission may deem necessary to assess the effectiveness of the PROMISE Scholarship Program.

§133-7-11. Community Service for Applicants.

11.1. Applicants for and recipients of PROMISE awards are strongly urged to perform at least 20 hours
of unpaid community service while in high school and college. The community service may include, but is
not limited to, participation with non-profit, governmental, institutional, or community-based organizations
designed to improve the quality of life for community residents, meet the needs of community residents, or
foster civic responsibility.

§133-7-12. Coordination with Other Financial Aid.

12.1. Eligible institutions and recipients shall coordinate PROMISE Scholarship awards shal—be
eoordinated-with other financial aid/ and grant programs in the following manner:

+234-=a- 12.1.1. Eligible institutions and recipients shall use PROMISE awards must-be-utilized in a
manner that maximizes federal scholarship/—and grant funding (e.g. Pell Grant). and-—sheuld Eligible
institutions may not be administered their PROMISE programs in a manner that would result in the loss of
federal grantf or scholarship funds to a student recipient or to the State of West Virginia.

+235- 12.1.2. Eligible institutions and recipients shall use PROMISE Scholarship awards must-be
used only for tuition and fees.

12.2. Eligible Hinstitutions are—strenghenceuraged—te shall allow maximum flexibility in the use of
institution-based financial aid awards so that they can be used in conjunction with the PROMISE award. The

amount of a PROMISE award in combination with student financial aid from all other sources shall may not
exceed the cost of the attendance at the recipient’s home nstitution thereeiptentisattendme. This restriction
does not apply to members of the West Virginia National Guard.

12.3. For thesestudents recipients eligible for federal grant assistance, such as the Federal Pell Grants,
the federal assistance shewld shall be considered the first source of all scholarship# or grant funding to the
extent permissible under federal law. For stadents recipients awarded both a PROMISE Scholarship and a
need-based grant through the West Virginia Higher Education Grant Program, the PROMISE Scholarship
awards shall be considered the first source for these two seholarshipferant programs. Eligible institutions and
recipients may combine West Virgmia Higher Education Grants say-be-cembined with PROMISE awards as
provided for anneally-bypregrampokietes in this rule and the West Virginia Higher Education Grant Program
rule, 133 C.S.R. 42.

12.4. Should the PROMISE Scholarship award plus the amount of other financial awards exceed the cost
of attendance, the home institution’s financial aid administrator, in consultation with the recipient, wiH shall
determine what aid is to be reduced. This adjustment shewld shall be to the best advantage of the recipient.

12.5. If a PROMISE-recipient terminates enrolliment for any reason during the academic year, the home
institution shall return the unused portion of the scholarship shalbe—+returned to the Commission by—the
7
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nstitation 111 accordance Wlth thc Commlssmn s rale pohcy for issuing student financial aid refunds pussuant

........ e : seq. If the recipient also received federal financial aid,
the homc mstitution fﬂuﬁfe shall ablde by the refund pohcy associated with Title IV funds. The home mstitution
is responsible for returning the unused portion of the scholarship even if the stedest recipient does not request
a refund from the home institution.

§133-7-13. Appeals.

- An applicant mav appeal in wrting to the Vice

Chancellor the denial of an application for an initial or renewal award of a PROMISE Scholarship within 15
days of recerving notification of the decision. The Viece Chancellor shall issue a written decision upholding
or reversing the mitial decision within 15 days of receipt of the appeal. The Vice Chancellor’s decision is

{inal.

&ﬁﬂ—&re—appheaﬂt—eﬁethef—pames— The Vlce Chancellor shall refer to the home mstltutlon any am)eal of a

decision concerning satisfactory academic progress that relates to erade earned or credit hour completion for
resolution consistent with the home institution’s procedures established for that purpose.
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§133-7-14. Reports.

14.1. The Commission shall report findings about recipients of the scholarships cach year to the
Legislative Oversight Commission on Education Accountability. Such reports-wiH shall include thefollowing:

H4a- 14.1.1. Information on the recipients’ demographics including race, imcome, and other
variables gathered by the Commissions;

-1-4—1—19— 14.1.2. Informatlon on s%udeﬂt&remplent who graduate from college m West Vlrglma baving
Zed ! : - d and continue to live in West
Vll’Ell‘lla aftcr graduatlon obtain emplovment m West Virgmia after graduation. and Enroll in post-graduate
education programs-; and

14.1.3. Anvy other information deemed necessary by the Commaission to assess the effectiveness of
the PROMISE Scholarship Program.

§133-7-15. Accounting, Reporting, and Auditing Requirements.

15.1. Before the end of cach fiscal year, each institution’s financial aid office mwust shall reconcile its
PROMISE Scholarship records with:

4534 15.1.1. The Commission’s records of PROMISE Scholarship awards and disbursements; and
+53b- 15.1.2. The institution’s business office records of PROMISE Scholarship disbursements.
15.2. All participating institutions may-be are subject to financial aid audits.

8§133-7-16. Definitions.

16.1. Unless the context in which used clearly requires a different meaning. the definitions contained in
§§ 18B-1-2 and 18C-7-3 apply to this rule in addition to the definitions set forth below.

16.2. “Applicant” means a student who has applied for an mitial award or renewal reward of a PROMISE
Scholarship, but has not vet been awarded the scholarship.

16.3. “Commission” means the West Virgima Higher Education Policy Commission as defined m W.
Va. Code § 18B-1-2.

16.4. “Degree pursuant courses” means those classes prescribed by the course proeram of study that are
required to carn a degree in the recipient’s chosen field.

16.5. “Dependent student” means a student who 1s required to provide parental information on the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid because the student does not meet the criteria established by the U.S.
Department of Education to be classified as an independent student.

16.6. ‘High school” includes traditional public or private high school, charter school, home school,
learning pod. microschool, or other educational program authorized by the I.egislature that encompasses
education commonly received in grades 9 through 12.

16.7. “Home institution” means the eligible mnstitution, as defined in W. Va. Code § 18C-7-3, attended
by the recipient of a PROMISE Scholarship.
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16.8. *“Recipient” means a person who has been awarded a PROMISE Scholarship in accordance with
W. Va. Code § 18C-7-1. et seqg. and this rule.

16.9. “State Board™ means the State Board of Education created by W. Va. Const. Art. XII. § 2 and
defined in W. Va. Code § 18-1-1.

16.10. “Title IV’ means the section of the federal Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, that pertains
to federal student financial aid programs.

16.11. “Vice Chancellor” means the Vice Chancellor for Administration, who 1s statutorily chareced with
administratine the State’s student financial aid programs. or his or her designee.
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