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Executive Summary
Regulations for Statewide Assessment Program

Policy 2340
Adopted December 12, 1996

PURPOSE

Policy 2340 defines the current Statewide Assessment Program and provides guidelines
for implementation,

BACKGROUND

West Virginia Code §§18-2-5 and 18-2E-8(c) establish the authority of the West Virginia
Board of Education to establish a Statewide Assessment Program. This Statewide
Assessment Program will measure educational progress of public school students in
attaining high quality educaticn and includes:

Norm-referenced component

Writing Assessment component

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) component

Additional assessmenis include Act Explore for all 8th grade siudents and ACT
Work Keys for all 12th grade students.

W

CONTENT _
One hundred twenty-six comments were received during the comment period. The major
revision to the policy is the assurance that the tests given in grades 1-12 will be machine
scored and that special education studenis who do not participate in the statewide
assessment will be given an alternative form of assessment.
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126CSR14

TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

SERIES 14
THE STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (2340)

8126-14-1. General.

1.1. Scope -This policy establishes rules governing the adminisiraticn and cperation
of the Statewide Assessment Prcgram.

1.2. Authority - West Virginia Constitution, Article X1, 82; W.Va. Code §§18-2-5
and 18-2E-8(c)(1).

1.3. Filing Date - December 16, 1986.
1.4.. Effective Daie - July 1, 1987.
1.4.1. Unless specified otherwise within the policy.

1.5. Amendment of former rule. This rule revises 126CSR14 (Policy 2340). Last
revised July 1991.

§126-14-2. Purpose.

2.1. The purpose of this policy is to provide an operational framework to administer
an effective and efficient statewide assessment program, protect the integrity of test data,
and support the use of assessment data to improve instruction.

§126-14-3. Program Regulations.

3.1. All students listed cn a teacher’s register in grades one through eleven shall
be included in the Statewide Assessment Program, Norm-Referenced component, in the
spring of each year. Special education students may be excused if documented in their
Individualized Education Program (IEF). For those special education students who do not
participate in the statewide assessment, an alternative form of assessment must be

conducted. _

3.2. The Statewide Assessment Program, Norm-Referenced component, will test
the subjects of reading, language, spelling, study skills, mathematics, science, and social
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sciences at grades 3 through 11. Subjects being tested at grades 1 and 2 are reading,
mathematics, language, and listening. Listening will also be tested in grades 3 through 8.

3.3. All students listed on a teacher’s register as part of the 4th, 7th and 10th grade
enrollments shall be included in the Statewide Assessment Program, Writing Assessment
component, in the spring of each year. Special Education students may be excused if
documented in their Individualized Education Program (IEP).

3.4. All students listed on a teacher's register as a part of Kindergarten enroliment
shall be included in the Siatewide Assessment Program, Metropolitan Readiness Test
component. The Metropolitan Readiness Test will be usad to assess student progress and
identify individual instructional needs.

3.5. All students listed on a teacher’s register as a part of 8th grade enrollment shall
be included in the Statewide Assessment Program, American College Testing (ACT)
Explore assessment component, that will be administered in the fall of each year.

3.6. All students listed on a feacher's register as a part of the twelfth grade
enroliment shall be included in the Statewide Assessment Program, ACT Work Keys
component, that will be used to menitor students’ knowledge of process/workplace skills.
The ACT Work Keys will be administered in the fall of each year.

3.7. A determined effort shall be made to administer a make-up test to those
students not tested during the regular test administration. All testing (regular and make-up)
must be completed during the designated testing window.

3.8. Teachers will not he required to grade any portion of the statewide assessment
instruments in grades 1-12 except for those teachers who are both trained and paid to
grade the writing assessment.

3.9. The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) component of the
Statewide Assessment Program will test a randem sample of students and schoois at
grades 4, 8, and 12. The subject(s) of this test will be determined by the National
Assessment of Educational Progress each year. The NAEP reports only state, regional,
and national data. -

3.10. The testing program shall be managed by a county test coordinator who has
been provided training in administering the test instruments used in this program. County
test coordinators shall provide training to all teachers and counselors who administer the

tests.
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3.11. Test bookKlets shall be used only in conjunction with the Statewide
Assessment Program. Use of test bookiets, copies of the bocklets or excerpts from the
test booklets, apart from the scheduled test administration to students, is inappropriate and
unethical. Practice tests, alternate forms, test improvement programs and technclogy may
be used to prepare students to take the test.

3.12. Test booklets shall be stored in a secure, central location by the county test
coordinator consistent with procedures outlined in the Testing Cede of Ethics that has been
distributed to all county test coordinators and superintendents.

3.13. Counties shall provide staff development programs in test administration,
interpretation and use for all appropriate central office and school building level
professional staff.

3.14. The county test coordinator in each county shall develop an outline or
overview regarding the administration and use of the Statewide Assessment Program test

results. -

3.15. All studenis and parents of students who participate in the Statewide
Assessment Program shall be informed of the individual student test results, with the
exception of NAEP results, and shall be provided the opportunity for explanation and
interpretation of those results by trained professional staff within the schools.

3.16. All student test data will be kept in files that can be locked. Student test data
will be maintained under cenditions consistent with the requirements of the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 {P.L. 98-380).

3.17. Allteachers shall be provided norm-referenced and item data for the students
in their schools and/or classrooms for the areas of instruction for which they are
responsible. Other professional staff in the school are to access the test results for
individuals and groups of students for the purposes of instructional planning.

3.18. The West Virginia Depariment of Educaticn may release couniy as well as
overall state averages in grades 3 through 11 on the norm-referenced test and grades 4,
7, and 10 on the Writing Assessment. The West Virginia Depariment of Education will
release to the public only those records that are not identifiable to a student or small group
of students and are not integral to the testing process. Neither fest booklets nor specific
test items will be released to any non-school pariies.

3.19. The West Virginia Depariment of Education will routinely review county,
school and classrcom test data reports to identify irregularities in testing procedures,
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modifications of test answer sheets, or other unethical practices. These procedures are
outlined in the Testing Code of Ethics provided fo all county test coordinators and
superinfendents.

3.20. The county superintendent will be informed of any suspected irregularities and
asked to either conduct an investigation of the suspected irregularity or to cooperate in the
Department of Education’s investigation.

3.21. Documented willful misconduct on the part of an educator can result in loss
of licensure. -




COMMENT LOG

September 12, 1996 - October 31, 1996

POLICY 2340: THE STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

ACTION 1YPE
N: Ne Rasponse - Negalive
NA: Mot Accaplad + Posftive
A. Accapled 0 Nautrat
Date Individual/Organization Comments >m=oa Rationale
ype
§126-14-1. General
10/25/96 | Mark Car] Fawcett Can we get student reports that do not have to be
Counselor, Magnolia HS trimmed and folded to fit into a cumulative record folder?
601 Maple Avenue Will test score fabels be provided? Gan they be die cut
New Martinsville, WV 26155 | labels instead of perforated in order to facilitate placing
them in record folders?
10/27/96 | Hampshire County Schools | Excellent plan - Systemwide assessment is needed.
46 South High Street
Romney, WV 26757
10/27/96 | Donna Lemaster The ACT Explore gives a very limlted amount of
North Middle School information compared to the COP/CAPS. We plan to
105 East Road continue the COPS/CAPS testing because ACT Explore
alone is inadequate. This puts another burden on our
test-weary students, and disrupts teaching time. [t
would make the best sense to mandate the
COPSICAPS and let the Explore be optional. The
oowm\_,o»%m assessment appears go_,cmzmq_gmaqa_:m
our students career direction and to give better
information.
10/28/96 | William Toussaint Excellentl NOT. Classwork itself will constitute a

WV Dept. Of Education
Bldg 6 Room 362
Charleston, WV 26305

student’s portfolio, 1 suppose.




Date

Individual/Organization

Comments

Action!
Type

Rationale

§126-14-2. Purpose

§126-43-3. Purpose

10/25/96 | Mark Garl Fawcett Is the NAEP to be given to all 12th grade students
Counselor, Magnolia HS statewide? When? | do not feel it is educationally or
601 Maple Avenue statistically sound to compare students from different
New Martinsville, WV geographic areas of the state on the basis of
26155 standardized test scores when the funding levels for
counties are not all the same.
§126-14-3. Program Regulations
10/28/96 | Vickie VanBeem 3.10 The wording is vague in regard to the use of test
Jil R. Parker preparation materials.
HC71, Box 120 Current wording gives an unfair advantage to more
Augusta WV 26704 economically affluent counties who can purchase

practice tests, alternate forms, test improvement
pregrams, and technology.

The decision to use or not use practice tests could aiter
validity of tests results from county to county.




COMMENT LOG

~ November 1, 1996 - November 15, 1996

ACTION

POLICY 2340: THE STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

TYFPE

December State Board
Part |

N: Ho Rasponsa « Nagalive
HA- Nol Accepted + Positiva
A Accepted o Mewlral
Date Individual/Organization Comments >+u:ca Rationale
ype
§126-14-1. General
111/96 Denver Drake | have a concern about Social Studies and Science not
Braxion County Middle being taught unless/until Basic Skills have been
100 Carter Braxton Drive mastered. How is this going to affect the proficiency
Sulion, WV 26601 guarantee when graduating if they've not had encugh
social studies and science in the lower grades?
11/6/96 | Boone County Kindergarten | Standardized tests should not be given in kindergarten.
Academy Faculty Senate
PO Box 730
Uneeda, WV 25205
11/6/96 Eileen Poling We are doing so much testing, when do we teach?
215 Homewood Street
Parsons, WV 26287
11/6/96 | Kozan Halstead At the kindergarten level, we don't give this test until the
POBox 369  : spring. 1 also feel kindergarten students are too young
Comfort, WV 25049 to be given this type of test.
11/6/96 | Elizabeth Potterfield What is the abbreviated test for 1st/2nd grades? it
PO Box 369 seems like a good idea fo give an abbreviated test at
Comiort WV 25049 particular levels, rather than to test children to death
every year.
11/6/196 | N. Sutphin Why are children tested year after year? it seems that
Box 369 they are over-tesled.

Comfort, WV 25049
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Date

Individual/Organization

Comments

Action/
Type

Rationale

1112196

Jane McCabe
McKinley School
Parkershurg, WV 26101

Group.administered standardized achievement tests are
inappropriate for kindergarten.. Such tests have been
shown fo measure very limited dimensions of literacy
and numeracy development. These tests have also
been shown to have deleterious effects on curricufum
and instruction by narrowing the curriculum to skills that
are easily measured through multiple choice questions.
| support a system of integrated curriculum and
assessment in which curriculum goals are clear to
teachers and parents, in which teachers continually
observe and document children's progress.

11/13/96

J. T. Chicchirichi

Harpers Ferry Junior High
Faculty Senate

Rt 3 Box 83

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

As educators, we agree that our State Educational.
System must revise and update current policies and
requiremnents in order to prepare students for the 2000
school year and thereafter. However, the proposed
policies and regulations in S.8. 300 are rigorous and
unreascnable. There are too many expectations and
standards required to be implemented in an unrealistic
amount of time. Drastic changes in curriculums and
assessment procedures should not be made without
more local level input from individual county school
systems. All disciplines should be represented before
educational programs, co-curricular activities are
eliminated. Teacher input and recommendations must
be considered before changing educationat objectives.
We feel 5.B.300 should not be approved because more
time is reguired for discussion and implementation.

11/13/96

,om_.,,ﬁa___m g,::m(-—umm.: |
#3 Murray Drive
Parkersburg, WV 26101

As a parent | am congerned about the group
administered standardized testing. | realize that children
need to be given time to develop on their own.
Standardized testing is an inappropriate method for
evaluating young children and is going to put young
children in a very frustrating situation, | respect and
want the teachers in this state to confinue to assess
children through ohservation and decumentation of their
daily work. 1 would recommend a work sampling
approach.
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Date

Individual/Organization

Comments

Action/
Type

Rationale

11113196

Dorolhy Renfro
McKinley School
Parkershurg, WV 26101

Group administered standardized achievement tests are
inappropriate for kindergarten. Such tests have been
shown to measure very limited dimensions of literacy
and numeracy development. These tesis have also
been shown to have deleterious effects on curriculum
and instruction by narrowing the curriculum to skills that
are easily measured through multiple choice questions.
| support a system of integrated curriculum and
assessment in which curriculum goals are clear to
teachers and parents, in which teachers continually
observe and document children’s progress.

11/13/96

Laura Bradley
2100 Foley Drive
Parkersburg, WV 26104

Group administered standardized achievement tesis are
inappropriate for kindergarten. Such tests have been
shown fo measure very limited dimensions of literacy
and pumeracy development. These tests have also
been shown to have deleterious effects on curriculum
and instruction by narrowing the curriculum to skills that
are easily measured through multiple choice questions.
| support a system of integrated curriculum and
assessment in which curriculum goals are clear to
teachers and parents, in which teachers continually
observe and document children’s progress.

11/13/96

Catherine Hawkins
Williamstown Elementary
418 Williams Avenue
Williamstown, WV 26187

Group administered standardized achievement tests are
inappropriate for kindergarten. Such tests have been
shown to measure very limited dimensions of literacy
and numeracy development. These tests have also
been shown to have|deleteridusieffestsiof ‘curriculuny -
and instruction by narrowing the curriculum to skills that
are easily measured through muktiple choice questions,
| support a system of integrated curriculum and
assessment in which curricuium goals are clear to
teachers and parents, in which teachers continually
observe and document children’s progress.
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Date Individual/Organization Comments >qn=o_= Rationale
ype

1114196 | Dorothy Downing Possible conflict by test being written by one publishing
New Martinsville School company. Testing of Special Students needs to be
20 E Benjamin Drive consistent throughout the state "Documented
New Martinsville, WV Misconduct” needs to be betler defined.
26155

11/14/96 |} Janice Kassenman Test written by one company - items based on their
New Martinsville School tests. To much testing time,
20 E Benjamin Drive
New Martinsville, WV
261565

11/14/96 | Connie Frye Possible conflict by test being written by one publishing
New Martinsville School company. Testing of Special Students needs to be
20 E Benjamin Drive consistent throughout the state "Documented
New Martinsville, WV Misconduct” needs to be better defined.
26155

11114/96 | Karen Talbert Is there a conflict with the test publisher and reading
New Marlihsville School series? Are goals and objectives similar or are specific
20 E Benjamin Drive iterns stressed due to interest of publisher?
New Martinsville, WV
26155

11114196 | Debblfe West The testing of special education students needs to be
New Martinsville School absolutely consistent from county to counly. Stanford
20 E Benjamin Drive Achievement - published by Harcourt Brace? Conflict of
New Martinsville, WV interest.
26155

11/14/96 | Patricia Sullivan Would many materials need to be redirected toward

New Martinsville School
20 E Benjamin Drive
New Martinsville, WV
26155

Harcourt Brace? Would test be slanted toward their
materials? Testing needs to be conducted in 3rd week
of April, not dine in March. Much information hasn't or
won't be done until March {5th grade American History,
etc.). Too much time spent on {esting; can't feach
normal subjects.
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Date Individual/Organization Comments >w=o=_q Rationale
ypo
11/14/96 | Emily Fenton Confiict between test and Harcourt text materials
651 Maple Avenue validity: Excessive lime spent on teaching in order to :
New Martinsville, W\ “test” well. Time needed to comply with JEP, MEP will
26155 their results adversely effect cumulative results who will
monitor to uniformly statewide?
11114196 | Pat Wildman Is there a conflict with Harcourt Brace publishing the test
655 James Street and also textbooks? Too much time is spent testing.
New Martinsville, WV
26155
11/14/96 | Patricia Bills Since this Harcourt Brace test. Will there be conflict of
821 % Fifth Street interest from this textbook company?
New Martinsville, WV
11/114/96 | Pam Chapman Is there a conflict with the test publisher and reading
20 E Benjamin Drive series? Are goals and objectives similar? We test to
New Martinsville WV 26155 | much and teach to little. Define documented
misconduct. Itis to broad.
11/14796 | Lynn Barcus Is there any concern that the test is wrilten by one
20 Iz Benjamin Drive publishing company? Testing of special education
New Martinsville WV 26155 | students needs to be consistent among all counties.
"Documented Misconduct” needs defined.
11/14/96 | Lee Ann Schambach Testing needs to be absolutely consistent with the
20 E. Benjamin Drive methods of testing special education students from
New Martinsville, WV county to county. Define misconduct of faculty
26155 members in regard to testing methods.
1in4i96 | Jokik Why does testing need to be completed in March?
New Martinsville School Everything has not been taught that could be on the
20 E Benjamin Drive test. 1s it a problem that test is written by one publishing
New Martinsville WV 26155 | company? Too much testing time.
Proctor, WV 26055
1114/96 | Flatwoods Elem. School Care needs to be given that the time for the tests is the

PO Box 130
Flatwoods, WV 26621

same statewide - i.e. some teachers may hurry through
the tests and their students would be cheated if not
allowed enough days, etc.
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Date Individual/Organization Comments >M_Mh__ Rationale

11/14/96 | North Central Affiliate of The position of the National Association for the
WV Association for Young Educatton (95,000 members worldwide), the Southemn
Children Early Childhood Association, West Virginia Association
410 Warthington Drive for Young Children, and numerous other national
Bridgeport WV 26330 education organizations is that group-administered

standardized tests are unsuitable prior to grade three.
THIS STATEMENT IS STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY
RESEARCH.

1114196 | MeKinley School Metropolitan Readiness test is not developmentally
1130 19th Street appropriate for kindergarten. Paper and pencil testing is
Parkersburg, WV 26101 not an effective format of testing for children of

kindergarten age.

11/14/96 | Rebecca J. Moore Counties need to be given an opportunity to align

. 120 South 1st Avenue curriculum with what is being tested before test is
Paden Cily, WV 26159 administered. Ex. -- Freshman-World History--Tested
on Am. History.

11/14/96 | Lori Butler Group administered standardized achievement tests are

f 1204 WV Avenue inappropriate for kindergarten. Such tests have been

Parkersburg WV 26104 shown to measure very limited dimensions of literacy

and numeracy development, These tesis have also
been shown to have deleterious effects on curriculum to
the skills that are easlly measured through multiple
choice questions. | support a system of integrated
curriculum and assessment in which teachers
continually observe and document children's progress.

11115196 | Keith Herrick ~ ! Counties need to be giverl an opportunity to align’ |
Magnolia High School curriculum with what is being tested' before test is
601 Maple Avenue administered. Ex. -- Freshman--World History--Tested
New Martinsville WV 26155 [ on Am. History.

11147196 | Belinda Phillips Counties need to be given an opportunity to align

Magnolia High Schoal
601 Maple Avenue
New Marlinsville WV 26155

curricuium with what is being tested before test is
administered. Ex. -- Freshman--World History--Tested
on Am. History.
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Date Individual/Organization Comments >qn=o1 Rationale
ype
§126-14-2. Purpose

11/6/96 Eileen Poling Too much emphasis on standardized test score
TCEA & TVEMS numbers that do not necessarily reflect the actual
215 Homewood Street knowledge, ability, and problem solving skills of a
Parsons, WV 26287 student.

11/6/96 Dianna Halstead The purpose of a statewide assessment program is to
Sherman Elementary measure the educational progress of public school
Box 369 children. Therefore, | do not feel the test scores should
Comfort, WV 25049 be published in the paper and used by lacal boards of

educalion to judge the compelency of the classroom
teacher. There are many factors that aftribute to the
testing ability and scores of students - the teacher being
only one. |t is this kind of pressure that often leads to
testing misconduct - sad, but truel Don't you feel if the
test was used to track students, instead of trample
teachers, it would have more validity?

1911296 | Shelia Edwards Instruction is NOT Improved by the use of tests which
Rt 3 Box 1088 are not age-appropriate. These tests measure very
Washington, WV 26181 limited dimensions of literacy and numeracy

development. They lead fo "test-driven curriculum” and
inappropriate teaching methods and activities for young
children.

11/14/96 | Kim Underwood Festing in March on things that have not been taught
New Martinsville School yet. Later date better to children.
w,m&ma_z Drive
New Martinsville, WV

11/14/96 | Cannie Frye Too much testing-actual instructional time is being fost.
New Martinsville School 4th grade - Statewide Assessment, Wriling Assessment,
Benjamin Drive and NAEP!

New Martinsville, WV
11/14/86 | Therese Hayes State Testing, Writing Assessment, NAEP, interruptions

Rt 1 Box 149A
Proctor, WV 26055

to teaching time™?!
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Date Individual/Organization Comments ﬁm:oa Rationale
ype
11114796 | WV Association for Young | These tests are limited and are not age appropriate.
Children They make the curriculum test driven.
929 Stewart Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
11/14/96 | North Cenlral Affiliate of Assessment is important for providing children with
WV Association for Young | suitable challenging curriculum and for diagnostic
Children purposes. Large-scale achievement testing prior to third
410 Worthington Drive grade is not a wise use of resources. The national trend
Bridgeport, WV 26330 is to eliminate such testing in kindergarten, grades 1 and
Betty Lou Harris 2. Psychological harm (undue stress and frustration at a
1305 Washington Pike time when children are adjusting to people and
Wellsburg WV 26070 surroundings, “test taking"” stress) can be severe.
11M14/96 | Rebecca J. Moore Acceptable.
120 South 1st Avenue
Paden Cily, WV 26169
11156/96 | Keith A. Herrick Acceptable.
, Magnolia High School
601 Maple Avenue
New Mariinsville, WV
26155
111596 | Velinda 1:.___€m Acceptable.
Magnolia High Scheol
601 Maple Avenue
New Martinsville, WV
26155
11/15/96 | Braxton County Schools We were informed [ast year at state meetings that all
411 North Hill Road students would take the test since it would be normed
Sutton WV 26601 for special education students. What happened to this?.
This made a great statement for high expectations for all
students. What happened?
11/16/96 | Darrel A. Ballard Acceptable.

Magnolia High School
601 Maple Avenue
New Martinsville, WV
26155
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Date

IndividuallOrganization

Comments

Action/
Type

Rationale

11/14/96

Franklin Primary School
Faculty Senate

Betly Lou Harris, Chairman
1305 Washington Pike
Wellshurg, WV 26070

Some grades wiil be heavily tested. Example: 4th grade
will be tested:

-Stanford Achievement

-Listening Assessment

-Wriling Assessment

-NAEP Assessment
Fhis seems a lot of testing for these students to do at
approximately the same time of the year. These
assessments take time to administer and this time will
be taken from class instructional time. Some of this time
could be better utilized with instruction. We realize
some standardized assessment may be needed but is
so much needed for the same students? Also test
scoras do not always show the true learning going on in
the classrcom. It seems that too much emphases will
be placed on achisving certain scores on all of these
tests.

11H14/96

North Central Affiliate of
WV Association for Young
Children

410 Worthinglon Drive
Bridgeport, WV 26330
Caroline Teets

Kimberly Larry

Janet Grimes

Ken Phillip

Monica Mathews

Liorl Stutler "
Cayol Fultz
Polly Steele
Anne Coleman
Thelma Nutter
Lizabeth Bucy
Tonya Blackburn
Pat Gruber
Cererina Haught
Michelle Southemn
Betty Henderson
Vicki Skinner

As early educators we are sirongly opposed to the
group administered, standardized tests which will be
given to children in Grades K-2 as a result of the West
Virginia Department of Education’s interpretation of
Senate Bill 300. Research and child development
experts tell us that such tests can produce psychological
stress, intellectual harm and encourage teachers to
teach to the test instead of to the development of the
child. Young children are not physically ready to take
such long formal tests, We have no objections to ,
assessments, dfyoung children; ‘Teachers dd it dally for
diagnostic and curriculum development purposes. The:
Metropolitan Readiness Test and other typesof formal
tests are simply not appropriate for young children and -
are not accurate assessment tools, Early childhood |
experts are not being consulted; they have been left out
of any decision making pertaining to the testing policy.
l.arge-scale achievement testing in the early grades in
not sound early childhood practice and is not a wise use
of resources. Please support amending Senate Bill 300
to eliminate this form of assessment in Grades K-2.
Thank you for your attention o this matter.
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Date Individual/Organization Comments >Mm__m“= Rationale
11/12/96 | Shelia Edwards 3.1 - Group-administered standardized tests are not
Rt 3 Box 108B appropriate before third grade.” Mandating the use of
Washington, WV 26181 such tests K-2 is a giant step backwards in the
movement to improve West Virginia's educational
system. Early childhood professionals were not
adequately represented on the committee which chose
this form of assessment for K-2.
11/14/96 | WV Advisory Council for 3.1 - The Council would refer o their 1996 Annual
the Education of Report and the recommendations regarding Large Scale
Exceptlonal Children Assessment. We have concerns about the use of test
100 Angus E Peyton Dr. results and believe more specificity may be needed to
S. Charleston, WV 25303 justify not testing identified exceptional students.
20 E Benjamin Drive
New Martinsville, WV
26155
11/14/96 | Linda Fonner, Teacher 3.1 - Will there be guldelines on which students may
New Martinsville School have it in their IEP’s to be excused from testing? If not,
20 E. Benjamin Drive some counties will excuse most, just to raise their
New Martinsville WV 26155 1 overall scores.
1114/96 | WV Association for Young | 3.1 - Group-administered standardized tests are not
Children appropriate before third grade. This is a step backwards
929 Stewart Street for WV,
Morgantown, WV 26506
11/7196 Jo Anne Cyrus, Teacher 3.2 - First grade students are not developmentally ready
g__ﬁs m_m:,_m:”ma. Schoal for a standardized test, |t _m very a.?n:: to am#mqa_:m
1201 Pike Street what a'six year old knows by  this measuring device.
Milton, WV 25541 The child might possibly be :ms:@ trovble with the
logistics of the test. Reconsider your position on esling
first graders. They need to have more time to be
prepared for a standardized test.
1114/96 | Elizabeth Potterfield 3.2 - Why are some counties giving the entire test to all

Sherman Elem. School
PO Box 369
Comfort, WV 25049

1st/2nd graders, while others are giving only portions of
the test to these grades? 1 would like to see consistency
from one county to the next.




POLICY 2340: THE STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

CONMMENT LOG

NOVEMBER 15, 1996 - NOVEMBER 20, 1996

December State Board
Part Il

ACTION TYPE
N: No Responsa -Nagatiave
NA' Nol Accapled +Positive
A Accapted ONeulral
Date Individual/Organization Comments Action Rationale
fType
§126-14.1. General
11/15/96 James Murphy The ACT Work Keys test is an insulf to WV
Calhoun High School students.
Grantsville, WV 26142
11715/96 Joyce Chapman Locked storage areas not available in all
Winchester Ave School schools. Much time involved in returning tests
Berkeley County alter each session. Having test coordinator
available to check in and out.
11/15/96 VanDevender Jr High The testing programs are not correlated to the
Facully Senate | current currfculum of West Virginta schools.
918 31st Street We feel that the testing goals, although good in
Parkershurg WV 26101 theory, are unrealistic. With these goals and
objective in mind, oo many teachers will be
“teaching the test,” rather than teaching the
skills and content the students will need to be
successful in their fulure.
1118/96 | JoKik [1. 431y Why does testing need to be completed in ||
New Martinsville School March? Everything has not been taught that
20 E. Benjamin Drive could be on the test. Is it a problem that test is
New Martinsville, WV written by one publishing company? Too much
lesting time.
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Date Individual/Organization Comments Action Raticnale
fType
11116/96 William Aberegg Counties need to be given an cpportunity to
254 Long Drive align curriculum with what is being tested
New Martinsville, WV before test Is administered. Ex. Freshman -
261585 World History - tested on American History.
Nettie Jo Herrick
1225 Robin Drive
New Martinsville, WV
26165
Magnolia High School
601 Maple Avenue
New Martinsville, WV
26155
Larena Higginbotham
Magnolia High School
601 Maple Avenue
New Martinsville, WV
26155
11H16/96 Joe McClung, Principal Perhaps we test too much - too high a regard
PO Box 10 : oh tests only. There are other indicators of
Meadow Bridge WV suCCess.
25976
11116/26 Margaret Kursey It is a proven fact that SAT and Achievement
<m=m< <_m<< m_msm:ﬁmé test scores are improved by stiong ?_o m_ﬁm
Rt4'Box 260 Eoma:: <§< devalue their importance in the
Martinsburg, WV 26501 overall education of young children? If so, the
quality of grades 9-12 fine arts programs will
suffer, as well as their students. Elementary
art, music, p. e. classes should never be
eliminated. They are part of a “well rounded
education”.
111167986 N. Sutphin Why are children tesled year after year? It
Sherman Elementary seems that they are over-tested.
PO Box 369

Comfort WV 25049
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Date Individual/Organization Comments Action Rationale
fMype
11/16/96 Kevin Boggs 3.1 - The Association applauds the move of the
WVEA President test to the spring.
1558 Quarrier Street
Charleston, Wv 25311
11/16/96 Donna Heuneman Both Sections 3.1 and 3.3 note that special
Executive Director education students may be excused from the
WV Developmental statewide assessment program if documented
Disabilities Planning in their IEP. While this may be appropriate for
Councit some students with disabiliies, particularly
110 Stockton Street those with very significant disabilities { a smal}
Charleston, WV 25312 percentage), the Council is concerned that
teachers will be inclined to automatically
exempt all of their students who have IEPs,
thereby limiting opportunities for those children.
We belleve that some type of monitoring
should be in place to ensure that students with
disabilities participate in the assessment
program with appropriate accommodations.
11120196 Brenda Chapman 3.2 - Standardized testing Is not designed in a

Miiton Elementary
1201 Pike Street
Milton, WV 25541

developmentally appropriate way for first and -
sacond grades. The format for marking the
answers oh a standardized test are often very
difffcult for young children. Testing of a young
child causes great slress and the learning that
takes place with a young child is not always
seenona ﬂmﬁngma_m_ma test. | urge you to
reconsider Using standardized testing of first
and second grade children,
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Date Individual/Organization Comments Action Rationale
IType
11712196 Shelia Edwards 3.4 - The Metropolitan Readiness Testis a
Rt 3 Box 1088 waste of time, money, and effort. Kindergarten
Washington, WV 26181 teachers should be supported in using more
appropriate forms of assessment and record
keeping. There are more effective, efficient,
and useahle methods of assessing our
younger students K-2. Early childhood
professionals were nat adequately represented
on the committee which chose this form of
assessment for K-2.
11/14/96 WV Association for 3.4 - The Metropolitan Readiness Testis a
Young Children waste of time and money.
929 Stewart Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
11/14/96 McKinley School 1130 3.4 - Not developmentally appropriate for
19th Street kindergarten. Paper and pencil assessment is
Parkersburg, WV 26010 not an effective format for children of
kindergarten age.
1114196 Janice Kable . { 3.4 - Tesling of kindergarien students needs
Instructional Specialist re-examination. These children are too young
Jefferson County Schools | for a testing program.
PO Box 987
Charles Town WV 25414
11/15/96 Kevin Boggs 3.4 - Make sure the K, 1, and 2 assessments
VWVEA President are not for comparison and publication bt
1558 Quarrier Street only for assessing student progress and

Charleston, W\ 25311

instructional needs. Ensure that classroom’
teachers will not be forced to grade the Writing
Assessment in grades 4, 7, m:q, 10 without
compensation and release time (substitute pay
included). The WVEA is committed to ensuring
that norm referenced test data is used for
comparison and program assessment only. In
no way should student test assessment be
used in employee discipline or evaluation,
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Date Individual/Organization Comments Action Rationaie
IType
1114/96 Charles Duffy 3.5 - ACT Explore assessment results should
RESA Vil not be used for accreditation purposes and

109 8. College Street
Martinsburg, WV 25401

Gerald Mathias, Supt.
46 S. High Street
Romney, WV 26757

Janice Kable

Instructional Specialist
Jefferson County Schools
PO Box 987

Charles Town, WV 25414

Gail Sherman

Jefferson County Schools
110 Mordington Avenue
Charles Town, WV 25414

Dr. Nancy Kilmon
Berkeley County Schools
401 S. Queen Street
Martinsburg, WV 25401

William Hudgins

Grant County Schocls
204 Jefferson Avenue
Petersburg, WV 26847 |

Jane Kitzmiller

Mineral County Schools
One Baker Place
Keyser, WV 26726

Sherry Hetzel

Jefferson County Schools
110 Mordington Avenue
Charles Town, WV 25414

scores should not be summarized for schools
and counties. Scores should be used for
planning for student needs only.

3.6 - ACT Work Keys assessment results
should not be used for accreditation purposes
and scores should nof be summarized for
schools and counties.

A O AR R ETIR LY

_i ,;; I il
. ] . _

* Will lead to poor teaching techniques and test
driven curriculum when apples are compared
to oranges, (One school to another, one county
to another.) Students will suffer!
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Date

individualfOrganization

Comments

Action
IType

Rationale

11/14/96

Linda Fonner, Teacher
New Martinsville School
20 E Benjamin Drive
New Martinsvilte, WV
26155

3.9 - When will these trainings be held?

1114/96

Dianne Boggess

Wood Counly Schools
1210 13th Street
Parkersburg, W\ 26101

3.9 - Rewrite last sentence to read - county
test coordinators shall meet prior to test
administration with school administralors
(building level test coordinators) who in turn will
provide training to all teachers who administer
the tests. Rationale: The overall coordination
and administration of the school lesting
program is the responsibility of the school
administration. Teachers and counselors work
together to help in this process. School
counselors assist in the interpretation of test
data to teachers, administrators, parents and
the community (addressed in section 3.14),
School counselors use test data in their work
with students to help them monitor and
manage their learning including their personal
and career development. School counselors
should not administer the tast, but under the
direction of the school principal may provide
the coordinalion necessary for the schoo)
testing program. Also, if the statement
requiring the county test coondinator ito train all
teachers and counselors who administer the
test would remain - in my case with 28 schools
(30 including the alternative centers), | would
be training wefl over 600 people. Seems a little
overwhelming and not very efficient or
productive.

11
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Date Individual/Organization Comments Action Rationale
Type
11/19/96 Or. Barbara Fassig 3.11 - Test booklets should be secured, but
Chio County Schools there is a tremendous problem in storing all
2203 National Road booklets in a central iocation, counting them at
Wheeling, WV 26003 the central level before and after testing, and
distributing and collecting them within one to
two days. Principals at each school should be
responsible at all times for the security.
Therefore, the booklets could be stored at the
individual schools. Those that will violate
security will do it whether the booklets are
there on a full time basis or just during the
week of testing.
1115196 Michael J. Kelly 3.9 - 3.12 - Trainihg and siafi development for
142 Cofumbia Avenue teachers to administer the tests and interpret
Wheeling, WV 26003 and use the test results. Has anyone analyzed
the staff development being
requestedfrequired/needed by the various
policies refated to implementing Senate Bill 300
(not to mention the staff development needs in
individual counties) to sea if the
needs/requirements will outweigh the time
available in the calendar?
11/6/96 Connie Cantlay 3.12 - Each county will provide staff
Sherman Elementary development for test administration and
PO Box 369 interpretation of the test. Who will compensate
Comfort, WV 25049 the staff for this training?
11/15/96 Mussellman Middle 3.12 - States that the county will provide staff

Facuity Senate
Rt 2 Box 119
Bunker Hill, WV 25413

development programs for test administration
and interpretation. This would be nice and
something new.
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Date Individual/Organization Comments Action Rationale
IType
11/42/96 Dianne Boggess 3.17 - Writing Assessment given in grades 4, 7,
Wood County Schools and 10.
1210 13th Street Additional guestions: Do additional instructions
Parkersburg, WV 26101 need to be included in this policy with regard to
testing of students in alternative schools,
alternative settings, or out-of-school
environment placements? What is the county
responsibility for the testing of home schooled
(test security would be a nightmare) and
private school students? 1 hope none,
11/14/96 Nora Dotson 3.18 & 19 - address the review and
Sherman Elementary investigation or irregularities in testing,
PO Box 369 {administration or other practices.) It is slated
Comfort, WV that these procedures are outlined in the
’ Testing Code Ethics provided to all county test
coordinators. This leaves a question in my
mind as to the exact definition of
“irregularities.” Aside from the cbvious,
speciflc procedures should be available to all
schools and teachers. _ _
Additional questions; Do additional instructions
need to be included in this policy with regard to
tesling of students in alternative schools,
alternative settings, or out-of-school
environment placements? What is the county
responsibility for the testing of home schooled
(test security would be a nightmare) and
private school students? | hope none.
T115/96 Greg Richmond | 3.20 -Wording is to broad. Define misconduct.
New Martinsville School Testing needs to be consistenit on county by
20 E. Benjamin Drive county basis. This is especially true for special
New Martinsville, WV education students.
26155
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Date IndividualiQrganization Comments Action Rationale
IType
11/15/96 Emily Fenton 3.20 -"Misconduct” please be specific and
651 Maple Avenue define documented misconduct”.
New Martinsville, YW
26155
11/15/96 Pat Wildman 3.20 -Misconduct needs to be defined. Testing
655 James Street of special needs students must be consistent
New Martinsville, WV from county to county.
26155
11/45/96 Patricia Bills 3.20 -The term “misconduct behavior” should
821 % Fifth Street be clarified concerning assessment. Please,
New Martinsville, WV how will all counties be accountable an testing
26155 of special education students, What keep all
counties finding loopholes to exclude the
special ed students! Testing need to be
consistent county fo county.
11/16/96 Janice Kasserman 3.20 -" Documented misconduct” needs
New Martinsville School | defined. Special ed testing needs to be
20 E Banjamin Drive caonsistent throughout state.
New Martinsville, WV
26155
11/16/96 Kim Underwood 3.20 -Documented misconduct needs defined.

New Martinsville School
20 Benjamin Drive

New Martinsville, WV
26155




