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TITLE: Nonpubliec Scheel Accreditaticn

Section 1.0 Geperel

1.1 Scope - This legizlative rule establishes the procedure and
regulations for the accreditation of nonpublic schools.

1.2 Authority - West Virginia Code 18-3-11, 18-5-18%8, '18-2E-5  and
18-2-56(d}

1.3 Filing Date -
1.4 Eff&ctive Date -
1.5 Repeal of Former Rule — None. This is & new rule.

Section 2.0 Applicability

West Virginie Code 18-3-11 (Classification of all schools), 18-5-18
{Kindergarten_ programs), 18-2E~5 (School accreditation) and 18-2-6(d)
(Accreditation, classification, and standardization of all schocls}
reguires the state suvperintendent %o <¢lassify all elementary and
secondary schools and the West Virginia Beoard of Education Lo approve
kindergarten programs and regulate the accreditation of all schools.

This document, Nonpubli; School Accreditation, prescribes the state
requirements for a nponpublic school to be state accredited. The
requirements are 1in accordance with West Virginisz Depariment of
Education Pdlicy 2320, Performance Based Accreditation System, which
specifies the accreditation procedure, annusl improvement plan, high
guality standards and annual performance measures reguired far the
accreditation of public schools. The West Virginia Board of Education
hereby esteblishes commensurate criterias for the accreditation of
nenpublic schools. ‘

Section 3.0 Administretion

Nonpublic School Accreditation shall be administered by state department
of education staff in the Accreditation Office and school district
staff. Accreditation activities which are based at the school or school
district level are. directed and coordinated by the schocl principal and
by school district staff appointed by the school district superintendent.
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Section 4 -

Section 4.0 Applicatien

To establish _an accredited nonpublic school, the authorities in charpge
shall o¢btain the necessary _application materials from ‘the school
district superintendent's office or the gtate superintendent's c¢ffice.
Upon completing the in-school procedure, the application and required
documentation shall be submitted to the school distriet superintendent's
office for transmittal to the state board of education.

Section 5.0 Accreditation Procedure

The procedure leading fo accreditation shall consist of five steps: 1)
the self-assessment, 2) the written plan for improvement, 3) an external
team's wverification of the self-azsessment, 4) the transmittal of the
application and the required documentation and 5) the assignment of the
acereditation status. tT

Section 6.0 Timeline
A nonpubliec stchool submitting applications for state accreditation shall
comply with the scheduled date of transmittal of the =zccreditation
document (Margh 16 through April 15).

Section 7.0 Accreditation Status

L mnonpublic scheool seeking state acereditation shall be accredited once
every four years. A school may be reviewed in fewer than four years if
conditions change.

The accreditation of & nonpublic school shall be based upon the criteria
and procedure as set ferth in the decument, Nonpublic Scheol
Accreditetion., The final accreditation of a nonpublic school shall be
determined through a systematic self assessment of a school's programs
and services,_

The information submitted for each school will. be reviewed by the
department of education staff and every school issued one of the
following statuses: {1) full accreditation status, (2) -probationary
accreditation status or (3} serious impairment.

DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED:. <The West Virginia Department of Education
does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, handicapping
condition, age and national origin in employment and in the administration of
any of its education pregrams and activities.

4065f de Z78f —




