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had Linton

Wost Virginda Department of Agriculiure
190G Hanawha Boulevard

East State Capitol, Room E-28
Charleston, WV 253050170

RE: West Virginie Cenumercisl Feed Regulation Amendments #63-08

Diear Mr, Linton:

The Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council {PITAC), on behalf of our members, submiis these comments for the record
regarding the propesed changes to the state’s commercial feed regulations #61-03. PUAC supports the Department
o distingaishing the differences between pet food and speciabty pet food products from: general commercial feed by
separating these provisions in Section 5.4 of the proposed mies, Separating pet food regisiration from commercial
feed will provide transparency and modernization with respeot to the unigue dictary needs of cats and dogs.

While we appreeciate the intent of the spay veuler program, fes revenues used for purposes other than the registration
of pot food products are inherently hidden taxes on pet food makers. PITAC opposos tazes impnsed on pet fond
registration that do not satisfy that purpose. Solely taxing pet food makers threngh pet food registiation fees to fumd
the state’s spav and neuter program is exactly that, 2 hidden tax.

Effective policy solutions bring all stakeholders 10 the table to disouss solutions to address an issue, rather than
targeting and unfsirly taxing cne dodustry for programs and services that have no irspact on pet food, We urge the
Department 1o dovelop 2 study committes ineluding stakeholders to develop a comprehensive spay and neuter
progran.

While the pet food registration foc may scem snaall when viewed in isolation, it will aclually have significant
implications on manwfaciurers. The fzot that there are often multiple proteis forsula variations {salroom, chicke,
boef, lanb) as well as diets specifically formulated for differens stages of life (puppy, kitten, adnlt, senior, targe
breed, small breed). The cument registration fee, coupled with the additiona] %50 per product tax to fund the gpay and
nentter program, eould result in a aingle product paying at Isast $1.200 in taxes.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views. I would be happy to discuss the lssue in further detail,

Robext Likins

Vice President of Government Affairs

Pet Industry Joimt Advisory Council (PHALC)
bobimnijac.org



