Policy 3300, Charter Public Schoois
Comment Log

6/9/2021-7/12/2021

Action

A/S Comment was accepted and supports the proposed policy.
A/C Comment was accepied and resolted in changes to the proposed policy.

N Comment was not accepted.

W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes

Kindergarten
Aide

Raleigh County
Board of
Education
Crab Orchard
WV

schools because every parent should have the option
where to send their child to school. | feel that all federal
money that is being allotted per child should go with that
child to whatever school they choose to go to. Parents
and children have choices about every aspect of their life
and education should be no different. As a public
employee | understand that this is going to affect the
school in which | work but | also feel that parents should

7/6/21 | Sandy Williams { I am against charter schools in WV. Qur public schools are N
n/a not adequately funded since teachers still use their own the establishment of charter schools. The
CHARLESTON money to buy supplies for their classrcoms and some of Waest{ Virginia Board of Education is
West the schoo! buildings are in need of improvements. Tax revising Policy 3300 te conform and
monies should first be used to correct issues with aur implement the changes to the law made
public schools, with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
7/6/21 Leslie Wright Qverall | think this policy puts WV students at risk and N W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Buckhannon also exposes the state to wasting money. For-profit the establishment of charter schools. The
West charter schools should not be allowed, as statistics from West Virginia Board of Education is
other states have shown that these schoois do not revising Policy 3300 to conform and
successfully educate children implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB201.2 during the
2021 legisiative session.
7/6/21 | Janet Manning | feel that West Virginia should make available charter A/S | W.Va, Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes

the establishment of charter schools. The
Waest Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
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have a say in what their children are being taught. Thank
you for taking the time to consider my comments.

716121 Lisa Weihman Charter schools are a terrible idea in West Virginia. They W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Morgantown funnel money away from already underfunded public the establishmeant of charter schools. The
Wy schaals and there’s not encugh accountability to ensure West Virginia Board of Education is
a good return on the investment. They're money grabs by revising Policy 3300 to conform and
unscrupulous “experts” who profit off our concern for implement the changes to the law made
our children. They are not proven to offer better with the passage of H32012 during the
educational outcomes than our public schools, but they 2021 legislative session.
absolutely increase inequality of opportunity in the
communities they steal resources from. Charter schools
are vampires. Don’t fall for their malarkey.
7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins When public hearings were held on charter schools the W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
SPED Teacher vote was 80% said no to charter schools. The Charter the establishment of charter schools. The
Marion AFT School board is just a way to force charter schools on the West Virginia Board of Education is
Rivesville WV public. That overwhelmingly said no to Charter Schools. revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
7/6/21 | Jeannie Huff Let me get this straight. The entire state of WV has spent W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
costa West the {ast 16 months complaining about online school, tack the establishment of charter schools. The
of internet, lack of personal interaction and a myriad of West Virginia Board of Education is
other issues associated with online school, and the revising Policy 3300 to conform and
natural response to an overwhelmig complaint against implement the changes to the law made
"onling" school is to classify online charter schools?1? with the passage of HB2012 during the
This sounds just like WV. Instead of finding new ways to 2021 legislative session.
spend limited money why don we invest in our schools
and students that sre already here? If thay really want HB2012 also specifically allows for the
online school WVieaerns, PennFoster and K12 are already creation of virtual charter schools.
options. Lets not find new ways to spend Bmited money.
7/6/21 | Comnstance i totally support charter schools. Our unions protect
Pirner terrible teachers and immoral adults. Qur children

Retired teacher
Barrackville WV

desarve opporiunities that can be gained from
innovation.
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74621 | Emily Helton Charter schools in WV are attempting to solve a problem W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Morgantown that doesn exist. Who advocated for them? Primarily out the establishment of charter schools. The
WV of state interest groups. You certainly did not consult the West Virginia Board of Education is

experts in education in this state. The creation of charter revising Policy 3300 to conform and
schools will undermine the resources of our already implament the changes to the law made
underfunded publie schools, furthering inequity in this with the passage of HB2012 during the
state. | strongly oppose this legislation. 2021 legislative session.

7/6/21 | Sarah iane This is the policy which will guide the creation, W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Kendall governance, etc. of public charter schools in WVis a the establishment of charter schools. The
Sarah i Kendall | fundamentally flawed policy, as there was no input from West Virginia Board of Education is
Charleston WV | WV teachers and service personnel, and too much input revising Policy 3300 to conform and

from out-of-state special interest groups. Public tax implement the changes to the law made

doltars should not fund charter schools. Qur public with the passage of HB82012 during the

schools are already underfunded and understaffed for 2021 legislative session.

the great need of the students they serve; especially

given the tremendous challenges of today. The loss of Numerpus stakeholders and stakeholder

furds that will instead go to Charter schools hurts the groups were involved in the development

neediest of WV students who remain in public schools. of Policy 3300 following the passage of
legislation allowing for the creation of
charter schools in 2019.

7/6/21 | Walter Farr Not going to help students. Will be a big money maker W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
teacher for some politician. the establishment of charter schools. The
beckley wv West Virginia Board of Education is

revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of H32012 during the
2021 legislative session.

7/6/21 | Cel M Oliveto L am currently a public school teacher and will soon be a W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
classroom parent and | oppose the creation charter schools in WV, the establishment of charter schools. The
teacher Even though your plan says that there will be no West Virginia Board of Education is
High School economic impact to the WV Department of Education, | revising Policy 3300 to conform and
Fairmont WV don see any supporting evidence for this claim after implement the changes to the law made

having read the proposed legislation. Veronica Brooks-Uy
and the other stake holders have no interest in protecting

with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
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the aducation of WV student and are not versad in owr
unique problems or situations.

7/6/21 | Chad Francis This is a fundamentally flawed policy, as there was no W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Parent of WV input from WV teachers and service personnel, and too the establishment of charter schools. The
students miuch input from out-of-state special interast groups, in West Virginia Board of Education is
Moundsville WV | The long run this will hurt the public education system in revising Policy 3300 to conform and

place W.V. Please stop selling out to out of state special implement the changes to the law made
interest groups and do what's right for Wy with the passage of H32012 during the
WV and properly fund public education. 2021 legislative session.
Numerous stakeholders and stakeholder
groups were involved in the development
of Policy 3300 following the passage of
{egisiation allowing for the creation of
charter schools in 2019,
115721 | Elizabeth Moore | Online Charter Schools that have unelected board W.Va, Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
St. Albans WY members and the ability to circumvent county boards of the establishment of charter schools. The

education should not be permitted or legalized. West Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
Per state law, all charter schools are
overseen by a governing board; the
requirements to serve on a governing
board are also outlined in state code.

7/6/21 | Mary Lickert in a state with a tight educational budget, low test scores W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes

Retired/Substitu
te Teacher
Charleston WV

provided the rationale for new charter schools. But there
was no need to mention thern when the super majority
party rammed more through this year. All statistics have
been available to see where the low tests scores occur
and their correspondence to free/reduced lunches, single
parent households, unemployment numbers and much

the establishment of charter schools. The
West Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
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more. That's where axtra rescurces are needed. No effort
was made.

instead, we’re locking at many unnecessary public-
private schools and £5As. | will not pay for corporate
oversight of charter schools or the big giveaways of ESAs.
These ventures were promoted and passed by sellout
politiclans with little knowledge of education. I'm giving
serious thought to single or group legal action.

You do NOT collect a public salary, then comply with their
inverted, corporate program and misuse our tax dollars.

7/6/21

H. Gary
Gillespie, PHD
Glenville State
College

As a former public-school teacher in WV and Ohio as well
as at Glenville State College and Marshall University, | am
aware of the weaknesses and strengths of public-school
education. The public school system in WV would not be
tolerated were it not superior to all other practical
educational systems. WV's public schools meet student
needs in its present operation, a fact that is obvious
when public schools are compared to charter schools and
home-schooled methods. This is especially true
concerning charter schools online.

Because of poverty in Southern and Central WV, many
farnilies cannot afford computers, and limited access to
the web and broadband often prevents online charter
schooling to thase with computers Online WV charter
schools would inadvertently discriminate against
students in these areas. in these same geographical areas
public schools are the main source of live personal
exposure to cultural and social experiences, but online
charter schools could offer only virtual, less effective
experiences. The creative and performing arts and much

W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
the establishment of charter schools. The
Waest Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of H82012 during the
2021 legislative session.

HB2012 specifically allows for the creation
of virtual charter schools for students and
families interested in that learning option.
There is no requirement that a student
attend a virtual charter schaol, Virtual
charter school applications are required to
address additional items (see §4.5 of this
policy) to allow the authorizer the ability
to appropriately evaluate the various
concerning issues that have accompanied
virtual charter schools in other states.
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physical education are better suited to public schools
than to online charter schools.

in an undetermined number of families, both parents
work outside the home. Who will then supervise their
children’s work in online charter schools? Unsupervised
some children may play computer games rather than
complete online charter school assignments. Online
classes tempt some students to plagiarize, and how will
anyone accurately know who completed the online
charter school assignments? There are many serious
problems that online charter schools cannot address:
Without a public-school teacher’s daily observations, who
will repart evidence of child abuse in the home and
unattended health issues and improper hygiene-—in
short, who will safeguard these children? Who will make
sure that online charter school pupils have daily
adequate meals?

Surveys reveal that students engaged in excessive
amounts of TV and/or computer-time lose conversational
skills, socializing skills, proper physical exercise leading to
obesity, and even proper nutrition health. Public school
classes are held accountable for academic standards and
rightly 50; but there are also other crucial social,
psychologicai, and humanitarian benefits not offered in
online charter schools: Students need classmates and
challenging teachers present in order to realize the give-
and-take of life’s patterns. Real schools provide the
anvironmant to learn to cope with competition and
failure that only observations and participation offers.
Public schools are a venue for the development of
talerance and respect for others which contribute to
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accepting cultural and racial diversity. Many of life’s
lessons are never online.

7/7/21 | Thomas Druge A charter school will take away funding from the public N W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Morgantown schools inits area, so it is bad for all students not the establishmeant of charter schools. The
Wy enrolled in the charter school. Charter schools hire non West Virginia Board of Education is
qualified teachers and that is bad for the students. | am revising Policy 3300 to conform and
against having any charter schools in the state, and implement the changes to the law made
especially in Monongalia County. My daughters went to with the passage of H32012 during the
public schools here and received good educations, and 2021 legislative session.
attended very good colleges. Instead of siphoning off
students from the public schools we should be improving Mo change to the gualifications to teach at
the schaols. a chartar school are being recommended
with this revision of the policy. Per §4.3.1
of this policy, the gualifications must be
included in a charter application and
approved by the appropriate authorizing
entity.
7/7/21 | Amy ] Egress Overall, | do not understand why the great state of West N W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seqg authorizes
Citizen of West { Virginia needs an independent body to supervise Charter the establishment of charter schools. The
Virgnia Schools. We should trust the current body, the West West Virginia Board of Education is
None Virginia Board of Education, to supervise all the public revising Policy 3300 to conform and
Falting Waters and public charter schools in our state. If the West implement the changes to the law made
Wy Virginia Board of Education cannot be trusted to with the passage of HB2012 during the
supervise charter schools, it should rot be trusted to 2021 legislative session.
supervise/approve public schools. Creating two
supervising bodies is redundant and a waste of taxpayer HB2012, passed during the 2021
dollars and resources. Perhaps there should be reform at legislative session, directs for the creation
the West Virginia Board of Education rather than creating of the West Virginia Professional Charter
twa similar organizations under that state education Schoot Beard.
umbrella.
7/7/21 | Gregory i am in favor of charter schoals. It will be ancthar avenue A/S | W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Fairmont WV for our children to obtair an education. | have traveled the establishment of charter schools. The

and spent time in several other states that have charter
schools and see nothing but positive results.

West Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
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implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.

7/7/21 | Sherry Everly Taxpayer money should go to PUBLIC schools. We have W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Margantown trained, educated, capable teachers who care about their the establishment of charter schools. The
West students. Charter schools do not require their teachers to West Virginia Board of Education is
have that education. Charter schools have a high faiture revising Policy 3300 to conform and
rate as proven in other states. This issue should have implement the changes to the law made
been brought to the taxpayers on election day. | don with the passage of HB2012 during the
believe that our representatives should have made this 2021 legislative session.
major decision on their own!!
/221 | Lisa Brewer i am wholeheartedly against the charter school legislation W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Dr. in West Virginia. The experiment in other states has the establishment of charter schools. The
New River CTC proven to be a corrupt failure. It is time to start funding West Virginia Board of Education is
Summersville public education adequately instead of taking money revising Policy 3300 to conform and
Wwv away from it and taking students out of public schools. implement the changes to the law made
Lets make our public schools the best in the country with the passage of HB2012 during the
instead of putting money in private pockets with no 2021 legislative session.
accountability.
7/8/21 Evelyn Dale i believe that local educational respurces are not at peak. W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Maorgantown, The lack of performance assessments for teachers along the establishment of charter schools. The
WV with tenure allow underperforming educators to stay in West Virginia Board of Education is

the classroom. We need education to push students to
higher standards rather than provide pathways that only
teach to the lowest performers’/students’ abilities. mThe
violence and bad behaviors of the outliers in the school
hody are too readily tolerated in public schools. A private
entity can manage this better. Non-traditional Curriculum
and teachers” biases are often too much in evidence in
the classroom. My three daughters were often mocked
by teachers for their conservative and Christian beliefs.
We need to get back to teaching the three Rs without
political commentary. | believe this can only be down be

revising Policy 3306 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.

Pursuant to W.Va. Code §18-5G-3(a)(4),
charter schools may not espouse any
specific religious denomination,
organization, sect., or belief and cannot
promote or engage in any religious
practices in their educational program,
admissions, employment policies or
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through charter schools where attendance is dependent
on performance and commitment to participation.

operations. Pursuant to §18-5G-11, public
charter schools are open o all students
eligible to attend public school in this
state.

7/8/21 | Elaina Duley The law, as written, does not require that the W.Va, Code §18-5G-7(b) raquires that
Elementary organization that is to create and oversee the running of members of a charter school governing
Teacher the charter schaol have any educational training and/or board “collectively possess expertise in
Morgantown background. Teachers and school administrators are {eadership, curricuium, and instruction,
Wwv highly trained in methodology, classroom management, {aw, and finance.” The board must consist
tearner characteristics and best practices. It is unrealistic of at least five members, two of whom
to expect someone who is focused on say, profit, to be must be parents of students attending the
gualified to make sound decisions on educational charter school and two members who
procedures, content and management. reside in the cormmunity served by the
charter school.
7/8/21 | Barbara it appears to me that the proposed changes legalize fully- W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Frierson online charter schools and create an unelected the establishment of charter schools. The

5t. Albans, WV

Professional Charter School Board with power to override
County Boards of Education and the WV Board of
Education. Since the State schoo! board derives its power
from the West Virginia Constitution, this arrangement
appears to be unconstitutional and without merit. The
WV Supreme Court wrote in a 2017 ruling that
“legislative action that impedes the general supervisory
powers of the {Board] is patently unconstitutional.” |
object to these proposals first and foremost on that
basis.

From a practical and quality-education standpoing, there
is abundant evidence from other states and from West
Virginia's experience of test outcomes after remote
tearning during the COVID-19 pandemic that fully-online
education, whether in chart or public schools, has a poor
academic track record. | object to using WV children as

West Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.

HB2012 also specifically allows for the
creation of virtual charter schools.

HB2012 requires the creation of the West
Virginia Professional Charter School
Board. The Professional Charter School
Board is not an appellate body and cannot
override a county board of education’s
decision on a charter application, Rather,
the Professional Charter School Board is a
separate entity with its own authorizing
authority. Al authorizers must follow the
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“guinea pigs” in a system already shown to produce poor
results in terms of education.

! strongly abject to the proposed changes that would
allow the new Professional Charter School Board to be an
independent Authorizer of charter school applications.
This board would have no accountability to parents,
students or to any local community, yet could singe-
handedly approve charter school applications, with no
recourse. This seems like a very dangerous precedent to
set when education in West Virginia is already struggling
to thrive.

Full-time virtual charter schools will have very little
oversight from independent agencies as thare will be no
bricks-and-boards classrooms to inspect nor in-person
teachers to observe in action. The potential for poor
outcomes, loss of students ta boredom, incompetent or
inexperienced teachers, and inappropriate teaching
materials seems enormous.

process for considering charter
applications as detailed in law and policy,
and have the same duties and
responsibilities relating to oversight of the
charter school.

7/8/21 Renee Mahon The state legistators decided to have charter schools W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
School despite aill the protests from educators, community the establishment of charter schools. The
Counselor membaers and parents. There is no accountability or West Virginia Board of Education is
Taylor County standards for charter schools. Teachers don even have to revising Policy 3300 to conform and
Middle School be certified. No one wants them. They are a drain on implement the changes to the law made
Grafton WV public school funding and research shows they fail. with the passage of HB2012 during the

Please do evarything you can to make sure they don 2021 legisiative session.
exist. We don want them at all. Our students deserve
better. Public schools provide virtual school, homebound,
in person classes and so much more. Theres no need for
charter schools. We need to invest in public schools.
7/9/21 Karen L Simon Why is WV selling our public schools, the core of our W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes

Charleston Wv

communities, to unregulated, for profit entities that have
na elected boards, little accountability, and are often

the establishment of charter schools. The
West Virginia Board of Education is
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traded on Wall Street? We all know how the extractive
industry left us in poverty. Learn from other states
failures with charter schools, such as Ohio. No wonder
our population continuas 1o dwindle. Thank you for
considering these comments.

revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 iegislative session.

7/9/21 Marianna i am against charter schools. | feel that they are a waste W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Ruggiero of tax dolars. Considering we have never properly the establishment of charter schools. The
Berkeley Springs { funded our public schools, why create a new school West Virginia Board of Education is
Wwv system? | would rather we invest in our public schools: revising Policy 3300 to conform and
ensurg they have highly qualified teachers, social implement the changes to the law made
workers, nurses, behavior interventionists, psychologists, with the passage of H82012 during the
counselors, and reduced class sizes. 2021 legislative session.
7/9/21 | Shirley t am opposed to allowing charter schools in every county W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Goodfellow of WV Charter schools can accept or reject any student! the establishment of charter schools. The
Early Childhood | They, most likely, will enrolt the "cream of the crop™ Waest Virginia Board of Education is
Classroom students; students with the best academic racords, revising Policy 3300 to conform and
Assistant students with no behavior Issues, students with no implement the changes to the law made
Teacher medical issues, and students with good at-home suppaort with the passage of HB2012 during the
Tyler County in the best socioeconomic status. Public schools will be 2021 legislative session.
Schaols teft with the remaining students; those most challenging

Middlebourne
WV

and at risk students, which will be more costly to
effectively educate. Speaking of cost, charter schools will
decrease funding Lo regular public schools with each
student that they enrell. Public schools will not have
proper funding to provide quality education. This will
devastate public schoolst Not only financially. Charter
schoals will not bridge the great divide between those
who have and those who have not. it will be cause
greater separation of these fwo groups. All children
desarve equal educational opportunity, and this is NOT
the answer, Please reject this charter schools policy!

W.Va. Code §18-5G-1{c) acknowledges
that charter schools are part of the public
school system and therefore open to ali
students. An enroliment lottery is utilized
if the number of student applicants
exceeds the capacity of the charter
school. W.Va. Code §18-5G-11{a}(8)
requires such lotteries to be conducted in
an open meeting and must be conducted
in line with procedures and timelines that
stpport equal and open access for all
students. Policy 3300, §9.3.b.4.F. further
requires that applications to attend a
charter school cannot require applicants
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to demonstrate high achievament in order
to be considered for enroliment.

The mannar in which funding flows to
charter schools is controbled by W.Va.
Code §18-5G-5 and regquires 90% of the
per pupil total basic foundation allowance
to follow a student to a charter school;
the remaining 10% stays with the local
county board of education.

7/11/21

Erin Burgess
Poca WV

As a parent | oppose charter schools. They take money
away from public schools, are not reguired to accept all
students, and can pick and choose what rules to follow.
They have dore far more harm then good. | urge the
board to reject charter schools. We need to spend aur
time and energy public education. The board has already
said the online education is not “real teacher and
tearning”. So why bring in online charter schools? It
makes no sense based on how the board acted during
this past schools year,

W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
the establishment of charter schools. The
West Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.

HB2012 also specifically allows for the
creation of virtual charter schools.

W.Va, Code §18-5G-1{c) ackrowledges
that charter schools are part of the public
school system and therefore open to all
students. An enroliment lottery is utilized
if the number of student applicants
exceeds the capacity of the charter
school. W.Va. Code §18-5G-11(a}(8)
requires such lotteries to be conducted in
an open meeting and must be conducted
in line with procedures and timelines that
support equal and open access for all
students. Policy 3300, §9.3.b.4.F. further
requires that applications to attend a
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charter school cannot require applicants
to demonstrate high achievement in order
to be considered for enrofiment.

7/11/21 | Frankiin Roberts { Charter schools should be limited by the extent W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Maorgantown permitted by law. {onspired with public schools, they are the establishment of charter schools. The
WV tess publicly accountable, less transparent, and have a West Virginia Board of Education is
worse record on socio-economic and racial equity. revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
7712721 | Joyce Allep we have first hand experience that a Charter School
Charleston program warks. Our grandson was having so many
West problems in public school system that he dropped out.
He went to a charter schoot in PA, excelled in class and
given an opportunity to train in a trade that would
prepare him for a job after graduating, He accomplished
a true diploma, not a GED and now the program is going
to continue his training to become a welder. The Charter
School saved him from being a dropout and disfunctional
young adult depending on state assistance. He is a hard
waorker and has a plan for the future.
7/12/21 | Douglas £ Allen { any additional educational opportunity in west Virginia is
Charleston WV { a boon.
7/12/21 | Dale Lee The WVEA has long been an cutspoken critic of charter W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
President schools and that has not changed with the proposed the establishment of charter schoois. The
WVEA policy changes. We have seen funding for public West Virginia Board of Education is
CHARLESTON education drop dramatically in the percentage of the revising Policy 3300 to conform and
WY budget of the State of West Virginia and the creation of implement the changes to the law made

charter schools will further erode the dollars going to our
public schools. | know these are considered “public”
charters but having authorized charter schools as their
own Jocal education agency (LEA) takes the authority out
of the hands of the eiected school board in each county.
These newly created authorizers can adopt a charter

with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
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school that does not have to provide transportation,
funch and breakfast, does not have to highly qualified
educators, and can impose class/school enrollment limits
that does not allow for every student to be enrolled.

We recognize that our public schools should continuously
look at ways to improve and try to reach every student.
in my opinion, the best way to do this is to ask the true
experts of public education, the educators who work with
our students on a daily basis, how to best improve the
system. In my 35+ years in education, | have rarely had
anyone ask these educators what they recommend.

7/12/21

Jennifer
Weddington
teacher

Putnam County
School
Hurricane WV

Many in the WV Legislature have complainad that
students didn do well this past year because of online
education. So why would money be given to online
charter schools?

HB2012, passed during the 2021
{egislative session, specifically allows for
the creation of virtual charter schools.

Fairmont WV

income, race, gender, or sexual arientation? How can we
be sure that ail

7/621 | Crystal Adkins The purpose of charter schools is not to offer school W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
SPED Teacher choice but in my opinion, it is a clear way to force the establishment of charter schools. The
Marion AFT counties to accept charter schools in their area, a legal West Virginia Board of Education is
Rivesville WV way to discriminate, and a way to defund public revising Policy 3300 to conform and

education. Charter schools have been shown to be the implement the changes to the law made
wrong choice. Let us all look at other states and the with the passage of HB2012 during the
problems that they have delt with concerning charter 2021 legislative session.

schools.

7/6/21 | Celi M Oliveto i see that the purpose of charter schools is to create W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
classroom more options for our students, but why can we do this the establishment of charter schools. The
teacher within our existing structure which is already set up and West Virginia Board of Education is
High School mandated to serve all students regardless of family, revising Policy 3300 to conform and

implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 fegislative session.
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716121 | Arlie Asbury Why create an entirely separate school system? Why not W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Mr. give our EXISTING schools the freedoms being afforded the establishment of charter schools. The
Hewett WV the charters? Can WV afford two school systems? West Virginia Board of Education is

revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implament the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.

7/7/21 | Lisa Brewer The purpose of the charter school is to privatize W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Dr. education so that some can profit from taxpayers without the establishment of charter schools. The
New River CTC any accountability. It is is wrong in every way. West Virginia Board of Education is
Summersville revising Policy 3300 to conform and
WV implement the changes to the law made

with the passage of HR2012 during the
2021 legislative session.

7/8/21 Renee Mahon i don want charter schools at all. W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
School the establishment of charter schools. The
Counsalor West Virginia Board of Education is
Taylor County revising Policy 3300 to conform and
Middle School implement the changes to the law made
Grafton WV with the passage of HB2012 during the

2021 legislative session.
7/11/21 | Franklin Roberts { Charter schools should be limited by the extent Policy 3300, §4.3.d. requires charier

Morgantown
WY

permitted by law. Conspired with public schools, they are
tess publicly accountable, less transparent, and have a
worse record on sotlo-economic and racial equity.

schools to have an accountability plan,
which at a minimum must include
adhering to the same student
accountability measures as noncharter
public schools. Section 12.9 of the policy
requires charter schools to meef the same
accounting and financial reporting
requirements as noncharter schools.

While Policy 3300 canrot control which
students wilt seek to enroliin an
establishad charter school, the annual
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enrollment and retention review reguired
by §9.2.d. requires charter school
governing boards to compare
demographics of students applying to and
enrolling in a charter school to
surrounding noncharter schools.

7/12/11 | Windsong Experience in other states with farge numbers of charter W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Bergman schools {e.g. NY} shows that access to charter schoals is the establishment of charter schools. The
Shepherdstown | not equal because lower income families often lack the West Virginia Board of Education is
WV time and know-how to enroll their children and keep up revising Policy 3300 to conform and

with charter school requirements. This results in a implement the changes to the law made

"skimming” of children from public schools that has a with the passage of HB2012 during the

negative impact on the public schools and the children in 2021 lagislative session.

them. Instead of a separate charter schools,

opportunities for smail schools and innovation should be While Policy 3300 cannot control which

provided within the public school system. students will seek to enroll inan
established charter school, the annual
anroliment and retention review reguired
by §9.2.d. requires charter school
governing boards to compare
demographics of students applying to and
enrofling in a charter school to
surrounding noncharter schools.

7/12/11 | lessica There are already multiple options of schooling for W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Weddington students and parents to choose from. Families in more the establishment of charter schools. The

Hurricane WV

7/6/21

Crystal Adkins
SPED Teacher

well off areas are the ones who tend o benefit from this.
A charter school would not be feasible in the areas whom
are already having difficulties with the current options
available.

Very unclear, | need more information on how the
charter school board is going to be chosen. This affects
the communities overall over the state of West Virginia.

West Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of H32012 during the
2021 legislative session.

HB2012, specifically §18-5G-15,
established the West Virginia Charter
School Board. Requirements for
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Marion AFT We need to leave the discussion up to the local county individuals to serve on the board, board
Rivesville WV boards of educations member duties, and how members are
appointed, are included in that section of
Code.
1faf21 | Celi M Oliveto Section 3.1 makes no sense- what if the accountability The charter school applicant is responsible
classroom plan for the charter comes into direct conflict with the for including an accountability plan in the
teacher educational outcomes set forth by the charter directed charter application. Adhering to the same
High School outcomes? How then can the charter be required to be accountability measures as noncharter
Fairmont WV accountable for to the state? public schools must be a part of the
accountability plan.
| oppose the WV charter school board as being able to
serve as an authorizer for a charter school. The WVDE or HB2012, specifically §18-5G-15,
a local school board should only be able to serve as astablished the West Virginia Charter
authorizers because there would be too much conflict of School Board. Requirements for
interest. A WV charter school board would want to individuals to serve on the board, board
authorize as many charter school applications as possible member duties, and how members are
and there would be no oversight or regulation for this appointed, are included in that section of
committee as the wording in the documentation stands Code.
now.

7/12/21 | lessica i charter schools are consider their own local education The local education agency designation
Weddington agency and not to be considered part of the county BOE primarily affects the duties and
Hurricane WV LEA than why will they receive public funding? Why is a responsibilities of charter schoois and

virtual charter school necessary when we already have at their governing boards under federal law.
teast two options for virtual learning currently? It is They will be directly responsible for
usually found that the more options that are offered, in adhering to federal requirements. State
any situation, the more problems that arise. funding is not affected by this change in
designation.
HB2012, passed during the 2021
{egisiative session, specifically allows for
the creation of virtual charter schools,
7/12721 | Sheryl Tatum Policy 3300 conflicts with statute, which states that a No change is being proposed to Policy

charter school applicant must “[hjave obtained 501{c}(3)
tax-exempt status or have submitted an application for

3300, §3.3. There is no basis for denying a
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Senior Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Stride, Inc.
Herndon, VA

501(c){3) tax-exempt status.” W._Va. Code, § 18-5G-
Z{1}(a). Policy 3200, however, states that “an applicant
must obtain 501(c}{3) status before operation of any
charter school commences.” Policy 3300, §3.3. That
requiremnent is not in statute and does not align with how
the Internal Revenue Service operates. Non-profits who
petition the {RS for the 501{c)(3) tax-exempt designation
often wait years for final approval and would cause
unwarranied delays to the application process. The
tegistature could have required alf applicants to have a
501(c){3) tax-exempt designation by the RS, but chase to
provide applicants with two options for compliance. The
tegistature recognized the burdensome process of gatting
the 501{c)(3} designation and provided applicants with
flexibility to still qualify without the actual 501{c)(3) tax-
exempt designation. We recommend that that the Policy
document be updated as it refates to 501 {c}{3} tax-
exempt status to align with statute.

charter application due to an applicant
not yet receiving 501{c}{3) status.
Not requiring obtainment of 5031{c}3}
status would allow the charter school to
operate as a for profit entity, which is
contrary to the intent of the law.
Additionally, requiring 501{c){3) status
prior to actual operation of the charter
school further achieves the overatl
purpose and intent of W.Va. Code §18-5G-
1, et seq. It prevents unnecessary
disruption to students enrolledin a
charter school if 501(c)(3) status is denied.
It also allows the charter school 1o use
funds received, all or at least a substantial
portion of which is taxpayer money, in a
tax exempt manner, thereby ensuring the
buying capacity of such funds is at its

eak

Policy Manager
NACSA
Chicago, IL

reguirernents for plans to serve students with special
needs. The legal responsibility to provide a “free,
appropriate public education” to students with special

6/28/21 | lason Zwara 4.3.e.2.B: support expansion of conflict of interest AfS
Policy Manager | coverage to include individuals employed by or receiving
NACSA compensation from an Education Service Provider
Chicago, IL
6/28/21 | lason Zwara 4.3.£.1 & 4.3.£.2; support the proposed language ASS
Policy Manager | implementing §18-5G-14(a}{1), a statutory virtual charter
NACSA school enroliment cap. implementing this enrollment cap
Chicago, 1L by grade ban, rather than either full K-12 enrolimant or
grade specific enroliment, strikes an appropriate balance
and ensures the legislative intent is fulfilled.
6/28/21 | Jason Zwara 4.3.r: support the clarifying language relating to minimum | A/S
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needs Is one that charter schools must sufficiently
understand and pian for, and the proposed regulatory
fanguage emphasizes this importance.

6/28/21 | Jason Zwara 4.5: support the proposed regulations regarding ASS
Policy Manager { additional application requirements for virtual charter
NACSA schools. Each additional requiremant addresses a
Chicago, IL particular aspect that differentiates virtual schooling
from in-person schosling, and the proposed regulations
appropriately place an expactation on applicants to have
adequately considered and planned for addressing these
unigue chatlenges. in particular, NACSA strongly supports
inclusion of the following requirements:
0 4.5.a {provision of appropriately hardware and internet
connectivity}
0 4.5.b {process for administration of summative
assessments)
0 4.5.c {method for documenting consistent attendance)
0 4.5.e {method for measuring student progress towards
graduation)
0 4.5.f (requirements for student engagement in
instructional activities)
0 4.5.h (policy regarding student failure to participate
instructional activities)
6/28/21 | Jason Zwara 4.6.f: support clarifying language to ensure non- AfS
Policy Manager | discrimination in recruitment, admission, and enrolliment
NACSA policies
Chicago, IL
6/28/21 | Jason Zwara 4.6.g: support clarifying language to enforce charter AfS
Policy Manager | school responsibility to evaluate students for appropriate
NACSA federal supports
Chicago, IL
6/28/21 | Jason Zwara 4.6.h: support clarifying language extending responsibility | A/S

Policy Manager
NACSA

of responding to Freedom of information Act requests to
the charter school’s governing board
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Chicago, IL
1/8/21 Kayla Medlen Charter school decisions need to remain at the local fevel. Per §18-5G-2(2}, only county boards of
Teacher A state board shouid not be able to override a local aducation and the West Virginia
Cabell County decision regarding charter schools. if you believe the Professional Charter School Board may
Schools peoples vaices of WV are important, then this should be authorize a charter school. While 3 denial
Barboursville teft up to a county by county level in which they are of a charter application may be appealed
wv experts on their students. The state board of education 1o the West Virginia Board of Education
should not be able to override decisions made by the {WVBE]}, that review is statutorily limited
tegistature regarding this issue if they choose to do so. in scope. Per Policy 3360, §13.4, the WVBE
may either deny an appeal or remand it
back to the authorizer for further
proceedings.
77621 | Crystal Adkins To easy for an application to be approved and forced ona The application process is largely detailed
SPED Teacher county. in statute. The application requirements
Marion AFT are numerous and further cutlined in
Rivesville WV Policy 3300, 64,
7/6/21 | Celi M Oliveto The application should not be made available online to The application contents and process are
elassroom protect the interests of WV citizens. If the application is outlined in W.Va. Code §18-5G-6 and 8,
teacher avaitable online, anyone, including an out of state entity and further detaited in Policy 3300, 854
High School without the vested interest of our WV children, would and 5. Pursuant to §18-5G-2{1) an
Fairmont WV have access. You should have to apply publicly in person applicant is defined as “any one or more

in Charleston during legislative session.

Will the £SP be required to be a WV resident or WV
agency? What if the ESP is an out of state inspector? Who
gets to determine who the ESP actually is? is the ESP the
WV BOE or WVDE? Whats the different between a
charter and a public school at that point?

What consequences will a governing board face if the
contract is violated?

in combination of parents, community
members, teachers, school
administrators, or institutions of higher
education in this state who are interested
in arganizing a public charter school...”
Pursuant to W.Va. Code §18-5G-2(2},
autharizars, rather than the Legislature,
are the entities charged with considering
applications.

Charter school governing boards are
permitted to contract with education
service providers {ESPs) to manage the
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day-te-day operations of the charter
school so long as certain criteria are met
and disclosed to the authorizer. See:
W.Va. Code §18-5G-8(c); Policy 3300, §11.
Those criteria include but are not limited
to evidence of past success and financial
disclosures. There is not a reguirement
that the ESP be a resident entity of WV,
but likely must be properly registered to
do business in this state.

Consequences to the governing board for
violating the charter contract can vary
depending on the severity of the violation,
up to and including revocation of the
charter contract if the authorizer
determines that any one of the conditions
outlined in W.Va. Code §18-5G-1¢{k}
exists.

7/8/21 Renee Mahon They should have to have the same standards and Charter schools are required to adhere to
School reguirements as public schools. It should have to be the same state accountability standards
Counselor approved by local School Board. {Balanced Scorecard) as noncharter public
Taylor County schools. In addition to county boards of
Middle School education, HB2012 allows for the West
Grafton WV Virginia Public Charter School Board to

authorize charter schools.

7/9/21 Marianna i don think its right to take control away from local, HB2012, specifically §18.5G-15,

Ruggiero elected school boards by creating a WV Prafessional established the West Virginia Charter
Mone Charter School Board. Decisions should remain local. Let Schoot Board. Requirements for

None the citizens of each county have the say, not the state individuals to serve on the board, board
Berkeley Springs { tegiskature. member duties, and how members are
WV appointed, are included in that section of

code.
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7fi1/21

Gearge Monk
Molly Schaffnit
Poca, WV

Dur comments to the proposed changes and additions to
this regulation focus on the requirements for Charter
School Application {126-79-4), As a preface to our
comments, while the legislature has mandated the
possibility of virtual charter schoals in West Virginia, the
record of virtual charter schools in other states is
problematic. Student performance in virtual charter
schools is consistently below that in other schoois in
those states, including charter schools, with a
comparable student mix. One issue is severely flawed
course programs offered by for-profit organizations such
as Stride, Inc. {formerly K12 Inc.).

Another issue is problematic student access discussed in
The New Yorker and Propublica article by Alec MacGillis
{“The Students Left Behind by Remote Learning,” 28
September 2020,

https://www. propublica.orgfarticte/the-students-left-
behind-byremote-

tearning). Students are often the most knowledgeable in
their families when it comes to the technology involved
in virtual education, but students are not internet
Technology professionals and will and do have problems
with hardware and software. Internet access may be
available if availability is very loosely defined. Is that
internet access able to meet the challenges of regular
and consistent access to course programming and the
software used for that access? What happens if a student
moves and internet access is not readily available or too
expensive? if a student’s primary access to coursework
and the school is broken, will there be a backup resource
such as a dedicated smart phone? Finally, how will a
virtual charter school meet the challenges of a blind
student in providing access? Will flawed virtual charter

AC

HB2012, passed during the 2021
legisiative session, specifically allows for
the creation of virtual charter schools.

The West Virginia Supreme Court of
Appeals [WVSCA) has held that “Section 1
of Article X!i of the West Virginia
Constitution creates a strong prasumption
in favor of making everything thatis
deemed a necessary component of public
education cost free.” Randoiph Co. Bd. of
Ed. v. Adoms, 196 W.Va. 9 {1995). in the
case the WVSCA struck down a book fee
impased on non-needy students
reasoning that textbooks and materials
were siich an “integral and fundamental
part of the elementary and secondary
education” that they must be provided to
all students for free.

W.Va. Code §18-5G-1{c) reaffirms that
charter schools are part of the public
school system. As such, just as noncharter
schools, charter schools must provide
students with any item deemed an
integrat and fundamental part of
education at no cost. For virtual charter
schools, this would those items that allow
enrolled students to participate in the
educational offering,

One of the proposed madifications to
Policy 3360 lists ‘Infrastructure’ as an
evaluation item, and specifically directs
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school programs automatically prohibit participation by
people because they do not meet an in-built bias?

Our comiments focus on provided technology, but these
other concerns are also prasent.

4.5.a Proposed additions to this condition of the
regulation are indicated in Ralicized underline. Virtual
public charter schools are reguired to provide
appropriate hardware (computer, tablet, etc.}, softwore,

and fechnical support for students to complete all
learning activities and must also ensure 2ach student

enrolled in the school has appropriate access to reliable
internet connectivity. An application to establish a virtual
charter school shall identify the hardware and software
to be provided to students and the plan for verifying that
all enrolled students have sufficient connectivity to
complete instructional activities and ultimately be

successful at school. A plan for continuous technical
support to solve student issues with hardware, software,
and connectivity be included,

evaluation of plan to assist students that
experience technical difficulties
{§5.4.¢.5.0.). Calling an applicant’s
attention to the need to detail this plan in
the application is appropriate.

11/

Franklin Roberts
Morgantown
WV

Charter schools should be limited by the extent
permitted by law. Conspired with public schools, they are
tess publicly accountable, less transparent, and have a
worse record on socio-economic and racial equity.

Policy 3300, §4.3.d. requires charter
schools to have an accountability plan,
which at a minimum must include
adhering to the same student
accountability measures as noncharter
public schools. Section 12.9 of the policy
requires charter schools to meet the same
accounting and financial reporting
requirements as noncharter schools.

While Policy 3300 cannot control which
students will seek to enroll in an
astablished charter school, the annual
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enrollment and retention review required
by §9.2.d. requires charter school
gaverning boards to compare
demographics of students applying to and
enrolling in a charter school to
surrounding noncharter schools.

7/12/21 | Vickie Baker 4.5.b needs to include generat summative assessment A/C | This comment is appropriate for all
NAEP State and alternate summative assessment, as well as the charter schools in §4.6.b, not simply
Coordinator NAEP Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), if virtual charters.
WVDE sampled.
Charleston WV
7/12/21 | Jessica From reading this section, it appears that charter schools N There is no prohibition against an elected
Weddington would prominently be approved in highly concentrated official serving on a charter school
Hurricane WV and high earning areas. 50 these school will be the elite. governing board. Notwithstanding, W.Va.
Why are they necessary when we already have private Code §18-5G-1{f} prohibits an elected
school options that fulfill that role? Will political office official from profiting or receiving any
holders be allowed to serve on governing boards? compensation from a charter school. All
According to this document, yes. Won that allow them to governing board members are required to
serve their own interests as opposed to those of their comply with W.Va. Code §18-5G-7,
constituents? if virtual charter schools are fo assure and including but not limited to filing a full
verify students have access to all necessary conveniences disclosure report identifying potential
1o be successful, doesn that immediately discount a large conflicts of interest.
population in the state that does not have access to the
internet? If all charter schools are held to the same HB2012, passed during the 2021
standard and regulations as a non-charter school, why do {egislative session, specifically allows for
we need charter schoois? Elected officials should not be the creation of virtual charter schools,
allowed to be employed by a charter school.
12/ | Dale Lee The virtual charter schools create angther set of issues. N HB2012, passed during the 2021
President The Governor and State Superintendent of Schools have legisiative session, specifically allows for
WVEA both stated publicly that our “virtual” learning did not the creation of virtual charter schools.
CHARLESTON work during the COVID period. increasing the number to
wv two (2] statewide and the possibility of every county As with county boards of education, if a

creating a "virtual Charter” will create a group of
students who may not see an instructor daily. The virtual

student transfers to a charter school after
Qctober 1%, the charter school would

Page 24 6f 49




Policy 3300, Charter Public Schoois
Comment Log

charter does not have to employ WV educators. We have
sean a low success rate with our students who opted to
have a virtual school experience. Our students need the
caring educator to not only ensure academic success, but
to provide emotional support. The policy also states that
“a student shall become subject to certain consequences,
including disenroliment...” The policy goes on to state
“the student’s county of residence shall be immediately
notified and the student shall be transferred to that
county...” What happens to the funding the virtual
charter has already received? What i this transfer puts a
class over the enrollment size limit? This could result in
unexpected costs to our county public schools,

The policy also states in 4.5a that "Virtual public charter
schools are required to provide appropriate hardware for
students to complete all learning activities and must also
ensure each student enrofled in the school has
appropriate access to reliable internet connectivity.” How
does this work in areas of WV that does not have that
connectivity capability? Could students be denied
enroliment since the polity states “each student
enrolled”?

receive no additional funding for that
student until such time that the student is
captured in the subsequent October 15
enrollment count for the charter school to
determine future funding. Likewise, ifa
student transfers from a charter schook to
a noncharter school after October 1¥, the
noncharter school would receive no
additional funding for that student until
such time the that the student is captured
in the subsequent October 1% enroliment
counrt,

yiymn

Jennifer
Weddington
teacher
Putham County
School
Hurricane WV

Will the teachers in charter schools not be held to at least
a bachelors degree since they may have "occupational
gualifications or experiences that reasonably indicate
they will be competent to fill the positions”?

Na change is proposed to Policy 3300,
§4.3.i. Examples of documentation that
may be used to demonstrate
gualifications or experiences that
reasonably indicate they will be
competent 1o fill the pasitions are
provided that section and include: a four-
year undergraduate degree or higher ina
subject related to those the individual will
teach, a professional certification in a field
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related to the one the individual will
teach, and/or other camparable
documentation deemed acceptable by the
authorizer.

vuin

Sheryl Tatum
Senior Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Stride, Inc.
Herndon, VA

Policy 3300 reguires that virtual ¢charter schools provide
“appropriate hardware {computer, tablet, etc.} for
students 1o complete all learning activities and must atso
ensura each student enrolled in the school has
appropriate access to reliable internet connectivity.”
§4.5.a. State law, contrary to Policy 3300, does not
require that virtual charter schools provide hardware and
internet access to all students and ensure that every
student has refiable internet connectivity. Virtual charter
schools often help students in need, based on eligibility
for free and reduced lunch, by arranging for the use of a
loaner computer and a stipend for internet. Howevaer,
this is not something customarily provided to all
students, especially those already with the nacessary
hardware and internet connectivity. Moreover, Policy
3300 seems to require internet connectivity, not just
where a student has a financial need, but where
broadband is not technologically available to the student,
For instance, §5.4.¢.5.D. states that the school must
“ensure all enrolled students have access to the online
tearning environment.” As previously mentioned, §4.5.a.
requires that the school “ensure each student enrolled in
the school has appropriate access to reliable internet
connectivity.” We recommend that these provisions be
stricken altogether as inconsistent with state law or in
the alternative, tightenad up so that the provision of a
computer and internet access is only to those in nead,
using free and reduced lunch eligibility, and that
raimbursement for internet meets that burden, not that
the school needs to develop broadband access or

The West Virginia Supreme Court of
Appeals (WVSCA) has held that “Section 1
of Article Xii of the West Virginia
Constitution creates a strong presumption
in favor of making everything that is
deemed a necassary component of public
education cost free.” Randoiph Co. Bd. of
Ed. v. Adams, 196 W.Va. 9 {1995). In the
case the WVSCA struck down a book fee
imposed on non-needy students
reasoning that textbooks and materials
wera such an “integral and fundamental
part of the elementary and secondary
education” that they must be provided to
afl students for free.

W.Va. Code §18-5G-1{c) reaffirms that
charter schools are part of the public
school system. As such, just as noncharter
schools, charter schools must provide
students with any item deemed an
integral and fundamental part of
education at no cost. For virtual charter
schools, this would include the device to
access the virtual learning program.
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“ensura” internet access where it does not exist

technologically.

SPED Teacher
Marion AFT
Rivesville WV

education

6/8/21 | Patricta Rucker 5.3.b.1. Clarification or timeline for applicant to request AC
Harpers Ferry, clarification from multiple county boards of education.
WV
6/8/21 | Patricia Rucker 5.5.a. Clarification on who must sign confirmation that AfC
Harpers Ferry, the submission is complete.
WY
6/28/21 | lason Zwara 5.4.c.5: support proposed language related to additional AfS
Policy Manager | application criteria for virtual charter school applicants
NACSA
Chicago, IL
77621 | Nicholas Amis t helieve that county boards of education should remain N Per §18-5G-2(2}, only county boards of
teacher the sole authorizer in approving charter school education and the West Virginia
Cabell County applications. The members of the board are voted in by Professional Charter Schoaol Board may
Schools the people, and are the voice of their local communities. authorize a charter school. While a denial
Huntington WV { Charter school decisions need to remain at the local level, of a charter application may be appealed
and should not be overridden by a state board. to the West Virginia Board of Education
{WVBE}, that review is statutorily limited
in scope. Per Policy 3300, §13.4, the WVBE
may either deny an appeal or remand it
back to the authorizer for further
proceedings,
7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins This needs to be left up to the local county board of N Per §18-5G-2{2}, only county boards of

education and the West Virginia
Professional Charter School Board may
authorize a charter school. While a denial
of a charter application may be appealed
to the West Virginia Board of Education
{WVBE)}, that review is statutorily limited
in scope. Per Policy 3300, §13.4, the WVBE
may either deny an appeat or remand it
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back to the authorizer for further
proceedings.

7/6/21 | Celi M Oliveto 4.3f- How are you going to ensure that the application N Pursuant to §18-5G-11, public schools are
classroom process is equitable for all students? What does charter open to all students eligible to attend
teacher schaol preference mean? How are you goling to evaluate public school in this state. Preferences
High School the preferance to make sure that the process is equitable must be agreed upon and included in the
Fairmant WV for all students? charter contract, and are limited to those

areas identified in statute: {1) siblings of
What is the evaluation criteria for all of these "plans” that students enroled in the charter school; (2}
the charter has to submit? children with special needs; and {3)
children of governing board members or
4.6g2- What if a student who is identified as speciat employees of the charter school, not to
needs doesn fit the charters preferred student? s that exceed 5% of the charter school
child going to be denied access to the school because of population. Policy 3300, §9.3.b.4.F.
their exceptionality? How do you reconcile the charters further requires that applications to
praferred salection with the exceptionally of the child if attend a charter school cannot require
that child doesn appear to "fit" with the charters applicants to demonstrate high
model? achievement in arder to be considered for
enrollment.
4.%0- 50, elected officlals can profit from charters unless
they e employad by one. What would those terms of Authorizers may use the evaluation
employment be? Would you need to he ateacher at a criteria included in Policy 3300, §5.4, or
charter? An administrator? A part-time custodian or may adopt other evaluation criteria so
service personel, a "consultant”"??7? {ong as they are consistent with the
principles and professional standards for
charter school authorizers.
7/8/21 Renee Mahon Local School Board should have the authority to approve. A/S | County boards of education do have the

School
Counselor
Taylor County
Middle Schogl
Grafton WV

auythority to approve charter school
applications.
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7/11/21 | Frankiin Roberts | Charter schools should be limited by the extent Policy 3300, §4.3.d. requiras charter
Morgantown permitted by law. Conspired with public schools, they are schools to have an accourntability plan,
Wy tess publicly accountable, less transparent, and have a which at a minimum must include

worse record on socio-economic and racial equity. adhering to the same student
accountability measures as noncharter
public schools. Section 12.9 of the policy
requires charter schools to meet the same
accounting and financial reporting
requirements as noncharter schools.
While Policy 3300 cannot control which
students will seek to enroll in an
astablished charter school, the annual
enroliment and retention review required
by §9.2.d. requires charter school
governing boards to compare
demographics of students apply to and
enrolling in a charter school to
surrounding noncharter schools.

7/12/21 | Windsong Virtual Charter Schools need more specific guidance. Wil W.Va. Code §18-5G-14{a}{(14) specifically
Bergman Pre-K be allowed to be included? Im concerned virtual allows authorizers to put additional
Shepherdstown | education is not developmentally appropriate for Pre-« requirements on virtual charter schools
wv and should be specifically excluded. that seek to enroll students in grades 6

Also, how will health lvision, hearing} screenings be and below to ensure they are
provided to children attending charter schools, including developmentally appropriate for students,
virtuat charter schools?

7/12/21 | lessica What is the difference between soliciting high-guality All students eligible to enroll in West
Weddington applications far a charter school and recruiting in the Virginia public school are eligible to attend
Hurricane WV public school system? Seliciting high-quality applications a charter school. If enrollment capacity is

again does not allow the charter school to be an option
for everyone, only the chosen few. What education
opportunities are not available in the area for children to
choose from? | do not see anything to guard against bias
against the applicants. Parent and community

less than the number of applicants to
attend the charter school, a random
lottery is requirad to be utilized.
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tnvoiverneant being a factor in evaluating studants already
discriminates against those from single parent, working
parent, and older parent househaolds. That should not be
included at all. if a charter schoot is being created
because it is alowed to have higher standards than a
public school, why can we raise the standards of public
schools and hold parents and student accountable for
their actions?

In the charter application, pursuant to
Palicy 3300, §4.6.f., the applicant must
affirm that thay will not put in place any
requirement or practice that would
exclude any child from admission or
anroliment at the charter school who
would not be excluded at a noncharter
public school. Additionally, there are
many references throughout Policy 3300
to reaffirm the charter school's
responsibility to comply with federal law,
including but not limited to the Individuals
with Disabiities Education Act (1DEA].

7/12/21

Sheryl Tatum
Senior Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Stride, Inc.
Herndon, VA

Policy 3300 creates some confusion as it conflicts with
state law and uses conflicting language within the Policy
itself. Policy 3300 states that “failure of a potential
authorizer to render a decision on a charter schoo!
application by the statutory deadline is statutorily
deemed a conditional approval of the application.” Policy
3300, §5.5.4.2. (emphasis added) However, state law
indicates that “[ajny failure to act on a charter
application within the time specified shall be deemed an
approval by the authorizer.” W. Va. Code, § 18-5G-6{d}.
Statute deems the application approved unconditionatly,
The applicant need not do anything further fo earn that
“approval.” We request that the Policy be updated to
reflact that state law does not recognize a conditional
approval for situations where the authorizer failed to act,
but rather states that the application is deemed
approved.

in addition, in §8.2.h, the Policy states that “failure of the
authorizer to act on a renewal application within the
designated timeframes shall be deemed an approval of

A/C

Charter applications call for certain items
that may hot be completed at the time
the application is acted upon {i.e.,
obtaining tax exempt status}). Final
approval is contingent only upon the
applicant’s completion of those items,
which are required under W.Va. Code
§18-5G-1, et seq. Notwithstanding an
authorizer’s failure to act upon an
application, an applicant is naverthaless
required to have certain items in place to
ansure operation of the charter schoot
complies with federal law, state law, and
Policy 3300.
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the renewal application.” {emphasis added) Correctly,
Policy 3300 does not attach a "conditional approval” in
this instance. However, adding some confusion is §13.1
of the Policy, which states that an applicant may file an
appeal of an authorizer's failure to act on an application
within 30 calendar days after “[tlhe date by which the
authorizer was to, but did not, take action on the charter
application or charter renawal application.” if the
authorizer's failure to act is deemed an approval by law,
it is unclear why an applicant would need to appeal that
approval. We request that the Policy be updated to
clarify that because inaction is deemad an approval,
those decisions need not be appealed.

7/12/21

Sheryl Tatum
Seniar Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Stride, Inc.
Herndon, VA

Policy 3300 includes language related to charter contract
execution that conflicts with legislative intent. just like
state law, Policy 3300 requires the parties to negotiate
and execute a charter contract within 90 days of the
appraval of the charter application. See W. Va. Code, §
18-5G-9{a}; Policy 3300, §5.5.e.1. However, the Policy
states that failure of the parties to execute a contract by
March 15 will result in the charter school being delayed
at least ane full school year to open. Having such
levarage in “negotiations” tips the scales in favor of the
authorizer, who can wait the other side out, and calls into
guestion whether the parties are really operating at
arm’s length in negotiations, as is required by statute.
Fortunately, state law provides a solution, which is used
in charter school laws in other states. The approved
charter school application should serve as the charter
contract until such tire as the parties come to
agreement on a different executed charter contract. We
recommend that the Department re-consider §5.5.e.1
and provide for a neutral solution should the parties not
come 1o agreement — make the approved application,

Numerous stakeholders and stakeholder
groups were involved in the development
of Policy 3300 following its passage in
2019, including the development of the
provision referenced. Numerous logistical
details must occur between contract
execution and opening of the charter
school (i.e., sufficient time for students to
apply, far charter school to conduct a
lottery if needed, for county budgets to be
revised, for necessary county personnel
action te occur, efc.), and the deadline
allows to occur. In the existing version of
Policy 3300, the deadline for contract
execution is March 1, thus an additional
15 days have been added. Unlike
automatic statutory approval language for
an authorizer’s failure to timely act on an
application or renewal application, such
language does not apply to the contract
axecution deadline. Notwithstanding, as
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which both parties are in agreement on, the charter stated in Policy 3300, §5.5.2.1., both
contract unti a different charter contract is executed. parties must continue to negotiate in
good faith,
6/28/21 | lason Zwara 6.1.a.2: recommend that regulatory language be AfC
Policy Manager | amended to also include the importance of financial and
NACSA operational performance metrics
Chicago, IL
6/28/21 | JasonZwara 6.2: recommend that key components of the application, N The language included in Policy 3300, §6.2
Policy Manager | but not the entire application, may be incorporated into tracks the statutory language included in
NACSA the contract. NACSA best practices suggest against W.Va. Code §18-5G-9(a).
Chicago, IL incorporating the full application, which may lead to
confusion iater on. The goal should be to ensure that the
contract faithfully and accuratety captures the central
components of the proposed model, permitting the
authorizer to ensure thase components are implemented
with fidelity
6/28/21 | lasonZwara 6.2.b: recommend narrowing the scope of N W.Va. Code §18-5G-9(b}{2) requires the
Policy Manager | elements/aspects of the application to charter contract to include agreements on
NACSA incorporate/address in the charter contract. Under each of the items required In the charter
Chicago, IL NACSA’'s Principles & Standards, the contract should application.
include and define the materiol terms of the agreement
that 1) establishes the rights and responsibilities of the
parties, and 2) establishes academic, financial, and
operational performance standards. Gverly broad
contractual provisions risk confusion and becoming too
cumbersome to enforce.
8/28/21 | Jason Zwara 6.2.0.5: support language ensuring that virtual charter AJS
Policy Manager | school attendance indicators comply with federal
NACSA requirements
Chicago, IL
7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins Need more information about contact N Comment unclear.
SPED Teacher
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Marion AFT
Rivesville WV

7/6/21 | Celi M Oliveta 5.2- S0 you consulted with the 4 people listed as WV N Numerous stakeholders and stakeholder
classroom stakeholders? How did you consuit with those people? groups were involved in the development
teacher What was your method of communication? of Policy 3300 following the passage of
High School {egislation allowing for the creation of
Fairmont WV 5.4a- What do you define as “best practices?” charter schools in 2019. Additionally,

following the passage of W.Va. Code §18-
5G-1, et seq. in 2018, the West Virginia
Department of Education (WWVDE)
consulted with national recognized
charter organizations, as reguired by
W.Va. Code §18-5G-4(a}, and conducted
webinars covering the statutorily reguired
topics. Recordings of the webinars are
available on the WVDE's website.

7/8/21 Renee Mahon We don want any charter schools. N W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
School the establishment of charter schools. The
Counselor West Virginia Board of Education is
Taylor County revising Policy 3300 to conform and
Middle School implement the changes to the law made
Grafton Wy with the passage of HB2012 during the

2021 legislative session.
7/12/21 | lessica The title for this response box should be "Charter
Weddington Contract.”
Hurricane WV
7/12/21 | Sheryl Tatum it appears that the Department did not update Policy A/C

Senior Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Stride, Inc.
Herndon, VA

3300 as it relates to charter contract terms. it currently
states that initial terms are for a term no longer than five
years (§6.2.a} and that renewal terms are for a “specified
term of years” (§8.2.d.5.A) set forth in the authorizer’s
ruling on the renewal application. However, statute
provides that for virtual charter schools, the initial and
renewal terms are both for exactly five years, no mere
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and no less. See W. Va. Code, § 18-5G-14(a){3). We
request that the Policy document be updated to align
with statute as it relates 1o virtual charter schools.

ke i

7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins Need to make sure that they report all that is reported to Policy 3360, §10.4.a. requires governing
SPED Teacher them in a document accessible to the public boards to submit various reports to its
Marion AFT authorizer no {ater than September 30
Rivesvilte WV annually. Policy 3300, §10.4.b. requires

the authorizer to consider and make
available the reports received at its next
scheduled open meeting.

7/6/21 | Celi M Oliveto Charters have traditionaily high teacher turn over rates. Policy 3300, §4.3.1. requires a staffing
classroom Having teachers with strong community ties and a vested plan to be included in the charter
teacher interest in the school in which they teach is proven to application. Authorizers are required to
High School improve outcomes. How can you ensure that teachers evaluate charter applications using either
Fairmont Wy will stay in their position long term? the evaluation criteria included in Policy

There is no plan for protecting the students! What
happens to the students in the meantime if the charter
schaol is found to be in violation of their responsibilities
or their contract?

3300, or evaluation criteria adopted by
the authorizer that is consistent with
recognized standards for charter school
authorizers. ‘Human Capital’ is one of the
evaluation areas included in in Policy 3300
(§5.4.b.1.8.), and an evaluation of the
charter school’s strategy for recruiting,
devaloping, and retaining high quality
staff is one of the specific criteria upon
which the application is to be evaluated.

Policy 3300, §4.3.aa. requires the
applicant’s proposed process and
procedures following a dissolution of the
charter school be included in the charter
application, That process must also
comply with W.Va. Code §18-5G-10 and
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Policy 3360, §2.4. Ultimately, the agreed
upon process and procedures between
the applicant and the authaorizer must be
included in the charter contract.

1221

Windsong
Bergman
Shepherdstown
WV

Requirement for Virtual School Orientation shouid be
changed to specify that an in-person orientation must be
offered as well as a home visit option and that families
must be required to participate, in-person, with one of
these two options before their child can attend the
virtual charter school. This is to provide the important
social-emotional foundation of personal relationship as
well as to increase the virtual charter schools ability to be
aware of and meet the childs needs.

W.Va, Code §18-5G-13(a}{(11) requires
students and their parents/guardians to
participate in student orientation prior to
beginning instructional activity. The
manner in which the orientation is
conducted is within the purview of the
charter school so long as the appropriate
and required information is conveyed to
participants.

C

€55 Tor:-Renewd

8.2.1. Clarification on what “timely’ means,

"failing" and ensuras that charter schools that continue

6/8/21 | Patricia Rucker
Harpers Ferry,

Wy

7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins Meeds more details and all revocations need to be N All authorizers are subject to open
SPED Teacher reported to the public as why and they need o pay all meeting law and thus action to revoke a
Marion AFT money back to the state charter contract will be public. W.Va.
Rivesville WV Code §18-5G-10(j}{2} and Policy 3300,

§8.4.3.3, detail how charter school funds
are to be disparsed following a school
closure.

7/6/21 | Celi M Oliveto There isn a pltan for the transfer of funds! How are you N All authorizers are subject to open
classroom going to pay for the students who will need to be meeting law and thus action to revoke a
teacher transferred to another, probably non-charter school, if charter contract will be public. W.Va.
High School their charter school closes down? What plans for their Code §18-5G-10{j}{2} and Policy 3300,
Fairmont Wy remediation for loss of education or services will be put §8.4.a.3. detail how charter school funds

in place to support the non-charter picking up the slack? are to be disparsed following a school
closure.

7/9/21 | Marianna i feel strongly that there needs to be clear language in N Charter contract renewal decisions are to
Ruggiero here that details exactly what qualifies a charter as be based on a thorough analysis of the

school’s performance over the term of the
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Berkeley Springs
Wy

to "fail" after three years will have their charter revoked.
There is a lot of research that shows that virtuail charter
schools especially underperform their public schoot
counterparts, and we do not want 1o waste taxpayers
mongy if this ends up being the case.

charter contract as established in the
accountability plan, public input, annual
performance reports, financial audits, and
ahy other provisions included in the
charter contract. Policy 3300, §§8.2.d.1.
and 8.2.d.4.

7/12/21

Sheryl Tatum
Senior Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Stride, Inc.
Herndon, VA

The Department updated Policy 3300 as it relates to
renewal performance reports by deleting statutory
language and replacing it with language that conflicts
with statute. Current Policy language, which mirrors
current law, states that when the performance report is
issued, it "shall provide notice of any weaknesses or
concerns perceived by the autharizer concerning the
school that may jeopardize its position in seeking renewal
if not timely rectified.” Policy 3300, §8.2.a. It is not clear
why the Department is proposing striking the language
that mirrors statute to replace it with “if warranted, the
praspect that the charter contract may not be renewad
and the reasons for the potential non-renewal...” The
propased amended language is problematic because it
defers on whether notice should be given and fails to
recognize that the charter school is statutorily given time
to rectify the matter and keep its renewal prospects on
track. We recommend that Policy 3300, §8.2.a. retain its
current language, which mirrors state law, and not strike

and replace it with language that is being proposed.

AfC

6/28/21 | Jason Zwara 9.3.¢.1: support proposed language clarifying virtual AfS
Policy Manager | charter school responsibility to accordance with any
NACSA special needs the student may have
Chicago, IL

6/28/21 | Jason Zwara 9.3.¢.2: support the removal of the former section AlS

Policy Manager
NACSA
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Chicago, IL
7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins Need to have a way to ensure discrimination does not In the charter application, pursuant to
SPED Teacher happen because a student has special needs Policy 3300, §4.6.f., the applicant must
Marion AFT affirm that they will not put in place any
Rivesville WV requirement or practice that would
exclude any child from admission or
enrollment at the charter school who
would not be excluded at a noncharter
public school. Additionally, there are
many references throughout Poticy 3300
to reaffirm the charter school’s
responsibility to comply with federal law,
including but not limited to the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
7/5/21 | Celi M Oliveto Again... what if the preferred selection of students that In the charter application, pursuant to
classroom the charter wishes to serve is in conflict with the Policy 3300, 84.6.1., the applicant must
teacher obligation to provide every child with a free and affirm that they will not put in place any
High School appropriate education? This section doesn address this reguirement or practice that would

Fairmont WV

fact.

aexclude any child from admission or
enrollment at the charter school who
would not be excluded at a noncharter
public schoot. Additionally, there are
many references throughout Policy 3300
to reaffirm the charter school's
responsibility to comply with federal law,
including but not limited to the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act ({DEA).

MNotwithstanding any preference properly
astablished by a charter school, the
charter school must comply with
applicable federal law.
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777121 | Amy ) Egress Charter schools should be held accountable in the same N Charter schools are required to participate
Citizen of West | way public schools are held accountable to state and in the state’s accountability system, and
Virgnia federal guidelines. as their own LEA, are required to adhere
None to all federal laws and regulations
Falling Waters applicable to noncharter public schools.
Wy Charter schools must also adhere to the
same financial reporting requirements as
noncharter public schools, and must
participate in the State Auditor’s
transparency website.
7/8/21 | Elaina Duley Children from low socio-economic families will not be N While Policy 3300 cannot control which
Elementary given the same, 2qual education. These children come students will seek to enroll in an
Teacher from families that do not have the same equal astablished charter school, the annual
Morgantown opportunities to be admitted to and trarsported to these enrollment and retention review required
WY schools. by §9.2.d. requires charter school
governing boards to compare
demographics of students applying to and
enrolling in a charter school to
surrounding noncharter schools.
7/9/21 | Marianna What is the timeline and process for unenrolling a AJC
Ruggiero student who is not participating? As we know from
Berkeley Springs { virtual learning through the pandemic, many students
WV aren successful with the ondine platform. IF a student isn
participating in a virtual charter, the money should follow
the student if he/she returns to public school.

7/12/21 | Windsong Looking at the experience of charter schools in other N HB2012, passed during the 2021
Bergman states (eg. NY}, there has been an issue of charter schools {egisiative session, specifically allows for
Shepherdstown | "counseling out” children who have learning or the creation of virtual charter schools.
wv behavioral difficulties, despite rules that mandate

inclusion of children with special needs. This needs to be
specifically addressed here, otherwise existing public
schools are burdened by having to meet the higher needs
of these children while receiving less funding.

In the charter application, pursuant to
Policy 3300, §4.6.f., the applicant must
affirm that they will not put in place any
requirement or practice that would
exclude any child from admission or
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enrollment at the charter schoot who
would not be excluded at a noncharter
public school. Additionally, there are
many references throughout Policy 3300
to reaffirm the charter school's
responsibility to comply with federal law,
including but not limited to the Individuals
with Disabiiities Education Act (iDEA),

Policy 3300, §4.1. expressly states that
charter school admission and enroliment
processes must be in accordance with
applicable law and void of discrimination.
Section 9.2.d. also requires annual
enrollment/retention review so that data
is available to authorizers on the charter
school’s ternover rates.

7/21/12

Jessica
Weddington
Hurricane WV

So children residing in the county in which the charter
school is located will get preference in admission. The
tocations of all charter schools are going to be paramount
to deciding what children can attend. This is its own form
of discrimination and gerrymandering. If a student has
previously attended a charter school then they are also
given preference, this created inequality in the
application process. 50 if a student does not get accepted
in heir early education years than they may be left
behind. This will create competition among students and
families. This outline is creating a legacy program
establishing predominant families as being accepted. This
also creates somewhat of a caste type system in
education. Doesn creating a charter school espacially for
students with exceptionalities go into the gray area of
having special needs schools and inclusivity ? if
enroliment does increase significantly, where does the

W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
the establishment of charter schools. The
West Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of H82012 during the
2021 legislative session,
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funding for new buildings/improvements come from?
what are the gutlines of the enroliment lottery? How can
it be guaranteed to be non-biased? Again, the lottery
adds to the exclusivity of the charter school and
separation of the county residents.

7/12/21

Sheryl Tatum
Senior Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Strigle, Inc.
Herndon, VA

§59.2.d.3 and 9.2.d.4 of Policy 3300 state that charter
schools that experience “excessive turnover” are not
providing a positive learning environment. To the
contrary, as it relates to virtual charter schools, there are
a host of reasons that could result in student transfers
mid-year, including students who attend mandatory
arientation and realize that virtual education is not the
right fit for that student, students who are not engaged
despite interventions and result in disenrollment, and
students who enroll into a virtual school for a temporary
purpose, whather it is due to a health or personal issue.
We recommend that the Policy document be updated to
reflect that any review of turnaver shalt disregard
students who state during enroliment that they are only
going to enrol for a temporary reason, those that leave
after mandatory orientation, and those that are
disenrolled due to failure to consistently participate in
instructional activities pursuant to the school's
engagement palicy,

A/C

Numerous stakeholders and stakeholder
groups were involved in the development
of Policy 3300 following its passage in
2019, including the development of the
above cited provisions. The turnover
review does not automatically trigger
adverse consequences, but instead
provides all parties with data from which
they may then determine if corrective
action is warranted. it is reasonable for
the turnover review to include the reason
a student is no longer enrolled in the
chartar school.

Fairmont WV

7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins Needs to be the same as a public schooi N Charter schoots generally adhere to the
SPED Teacher same education reporting requirements as
Marion AFT noncharter public schools,
Rivesville WV

7/6/21 | Celi M Oliveto How does the application of a lottery mainzain fairness N An enrollment lottery is utilized only if the
classroom for all students? number of student applicants exceeds the
teacher capacity of the charter school. W.Va. Code
High School §18-5G-11(a}(8) requiras such lotteries to

be conducted in an open meeting and
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must be conducted in line with
procedures and timelines that support
equal and open access for all students.

7/7/21 | Amy ] Egress Charter schools should be held accountable in the same Charter schools are required to participate
Citizen of West | way public schools are held accountable to state and in the state’s accountability system, and
Virgnia federal guidelines. as their own LEA, are required to adhere
None 1o all federal laws and regulations
Falling Waters applicable to noncharter public schools.
WV Charter schools must alse adhere to the
same financial reporting reguirements as
noncharter public schools, and must
participate in the State Auditor’s
transparency website.
718721 Elaina Duley { do not believe that it is fair to the children in the public W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Elementary schoaols that students in the charter schools are not the establishment of charter schools. The
Teacher required to follow the same educational procedures and West Virginia Board of Education is
Morgantown policies set down by the Board of Education which revising Policy 3300 to conform and
WV governs the way public schools are managed. This is not implement the changes to the law made

an equal education so the performance of charter school
students cannot and shouid not be compared to students
in public schools

with the passage of H82012 during the
2021 legislative session.

%/21 Crystal Adkins Need to comparable to those offered at public schools, Palicy 3300, \511.1 indicates tnfﬂ\e role of an
SPED Teacher education service provider {(ESP) at a
Marion AFT charter school is to manage the day-to-
Rivesville WV day education of students. ESPs are not
utilized in noncharter schools as they are
in charter schools. Rather, noncharter
schools employ building administrators,
such as principals, to oversee the day-to-
day operations of a school.
7/6/21 | Celi M Oliveto Do Education Service providers have to be WV based Charter school governing boards are
classroom organizations, companies, people? How can we permitted to contract with education
teacher guarantee that an ESP from another state won come in, service providers {ESPs) to manage the
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High School
Fairmont WV

set up a school, and then leave with the money mid-
year? This has been documented in Florida and Ohio.

day-te-day operations of the charter
school so long as certain criteria are met
and disclosed to the auvthorizer. See:
W.Va. Code §18-5G-8(c); Policy 3300, §11.
Those criteria include but are not limited
to evidence of past success and financial
disclosures. There is not a reguirement
that the £ESP be a resident entity of WV,
but likely must be properly registered to
do business in this state.

7/12/21

Sheryl Tatum
Senior Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Stride, Inc.
Herndon, VA

While data can be very important to inform decision-
making, some of the data required by Policy 3300 has no
timeframe limits and would result in a tremendous
burden to compile old and stale data. Forinstance,
§511.2.b, 11.2.¢, and 12.2 k.6 require all data, reports,
and documentation related to current and past charter
schools. However, some ESPs operate nationally in most
states and have been in operation for decades. Policy
3300 would inadvertently require the production of
documents and data from hundreds of schools going
back 20 or more years without any timeframe attached
to the requirement. We recommend that for these
provisions that the Policy require a sample of this
information from tha past 3 years and not leave it opan-
ended as is currently the case. Moreover, §§11.2.¢. and
12.2 k.6 speak to “actions, legal or otherwise,” but never
define what is an "action” and what does “legal or
otherwise” mean? Neither are defined. Is this meant to
be actions taken by a past authorizer? And by actions,
does this refer to corrective actions? Also, as is properly
noted in Policy 3300, the charter schocl board is
ultimately responsible for the operations of the charter
school and sets policies and directs the ESP. If the ESPis
following board directives and policies, is the Policy

No changes are being proposed to Policy
3300, §8§11.2.b., 11.2.c., presumably
11.2.k.6{12.2.k.6 is not a provision in the
policy), or 11.2.j.1. Numerous
stakeholders and stakeholder groups were
involved in the development of Policy
3300 following its passage in 2019,
including the development of the above
referenced provisions.
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making conclusions that the ESP is responsible for all
adverse actions taken against the school for those
decisions? We recommend striking these provisions
altogether or at the very least, providing more clarity as
to what is being sought here keeping in mind the limited
value of the data as ESPs provide services and do not set
school policies or priorities.

Another data point that needs to be defined is the use of
the term “entanglements” in §11.2.).1. What is meant by
an “entanglements”’? We recommend better defining
that term or striking the term altogether if it is redundant
with the term “interests.”

Fairmont WV

if local boards of education are responsible for 90% of
the cost of each child, where does the last 10% come
from?

12.2¢ | am very, very opposed to the fact that county
hoards of educations are responsible for paying charters.
This is unfair to saddle a local board of education with

ERCE:

7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins The detailed report needs to be made public and Policy 3300, §10.4.a. requires governing
SPED Teacher available for questioning by the public, Shoutd be done in boards £o submit various reports,
Marion AFT a public hearing setting including financial reports, to its
Rivesville WV authorizer no fater than September 30

annually. Policy 3300, §10.4.b. requires
the authorizer to consider and make
available the reports received at its next
scheduled open meeting.

716721 | Celi M Oliveto in the first couple of pages, you said that there would he The fiscal note at the beginning of the
classroom no financial impact, but the first sentence says that you policy asks for the financial impact on the
teacher want to "mitigate” financial impact to counties. Which is state, Charter schools generally shift
High School it? no financial impact or a need for a mitigation? funding from existing county boards of

education to the charter schools so there
would be no additional cost to the state;
howaever, under section C of the fiscal
note it has been indicated that there will
be an increase to the cost to the state
under the Public School Support Plan but
that we cannot project that cost since it
will depend on the type, nature, and
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another added expense when we are already in a fiscal
bind?

Where does the money that follows the student go if the
student moves or transfers after October 17

My tax dollars go to funding my board of education. How
do t guarantee that the educational outcomes as defined
by the charter will be secular, rigorous, and in line with
current educational best practices?

i didn see a pay scale for teachers or other employees?
What will determine the pay scale at a charter school?

characteristics of the charter schools that
are authorized. By contrast, charter
schools do have a financial impact on
axisting county boards of education, so
the need for mitigation applies to them
and not the state as a whole.

W.Va. Code §18-5G-5(a) requires 90% of
the per pupil total basic foundation
allowance to follow a student to a charter
sehool; the remaining 10% stays with the
local county board of education.

As with county boards of education, if a
student transfers to a charter school after
October 1%, the charter school would
receive no additional funding for that
student until such time that the student is
capturad in the subsequent October 1%
enroliment count for the charter school to
determine future funding.

Pursuant to W.Va. Code §18-5G-3(a)(4),
charter schools may not espouse any
specific religious denomination,
organization, sect., or belief and cannot
promote or engage in any religious
practices in their educational program,
admissions, employment policies or
aperations,

The pay scale for employees of the charter
school will be determined and set by the
charter school governing board.
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716121 | Arlie Asbury Why are the charters not being held to the same Policy 3300, §12.9.a indicates that each
Mr. standard of accounting as the public schools. Public charter school will meet the same
Hewett WV schaols are being held back by the numerous accounting accounting and financial reporting
procedures. requirements required of non-charter
public schools. Section 4.5.p requires the
charter schools to utilize the WVEIS
system. WVEIS includes a finance module
which will be required for charter schools.
7/7/21 | Amy ] Egress Finances should be transparent. Yearly budgets should be Because the charter schools are following
Citizen of West { available to the public to promote accountability of the same accounting and financial
Virgnia public funds. reporting requirements required of non-
None charter public schools, they will submit a
Falling Waters proposed annual budget to the WVYDE and
WV that budget will be reported on the WVDE
website. I addition, the financial data for
the charter schools will be included on the
Waest Virginia Auditor’s Office
transparency website.
7/8/21 | Evelyn Dale t believe families opting into charter schools should be The manner in which funding flows ta
Morgantown, allowed to direct their child's portion of state educational charter schools is controlled by W.Va.
Wv resources toward supporting a charter school. Code §18-5G-5.
7/8/21 | Barbara Meanwhile, the huge majority of communities The manner in which funding flows to
Frierson maintaining public schools in West Virginia will suffer loss charier schoals is controtled by W.Va.

5t. Albans, WV

of funding and resources with every student transferred
to the charter system.

Public schools have been the backbonre of American
education for hundreds of years, Stripping commaunities
of their local schools, teachers, funding, and input into
the education their children receive is truly a low blow.
Our children deserve much better than this.

The proposals that financial performance measures be
required for charter schools, for requirements that

Code §18-5G-5.
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charter students have up-to-date computers and reliable
internet connections, and that charter schools have
effective measures for documenting students’ progress in
tearning make more sense. They do not in any way
compensate for the negative points made above,
however.

7/8/21 Elaina Duley As a veteran classroom teacher, | am only allotted 5250 W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Elementary to spend for supplies for my classroom for an entire the establishment of charter schools. The
Teacher school year. The remainder of my students needs are West Virginia Board of Education is
Morgantown provided for out of my own personal salary. This amount revising Policy 3300 to conform and
WV has never increased over more than 25 years. The implement the changes to the law made
funding for private charter school is being taken out of with the passage of HB2012 during the
the funding for public schools. This means that there will 2021 legislative session.
be even less money funneled into the public schools. To
me, this will not allow for an equal education for all The manner in which funding flows to
children and will further reduce the spending for public charier schools is controfled by W.Va.
schools. Code §18-5G-5,
7/9721 | Marilou Please make them non-profit and do not pull the money The manner in which funding flows to
mceclung from lacal schools. charter schools is controfled by W.Va.
Teacher Code §18-5G-5.
Capital high
school
Charleston Wv
7/9/21 | Shirley Speaking of cost, charter schools will decrease funding to The manner in which funding flows to
Goodfellow regular public schools with each student that they enroll. charter schools is controlled by W.Va.
Early Childhood | Public schools will not have proper funding to provide Code §18-5G-5.
Classraom quality education. This will devastate public schoolst Not
Assistant anly financially. Charter schools will not bridge the great
Teacher divide between those who have and those who have not.
Tyler County it will be cause greater separation of these two groups.
Schools All children deserve equal educational opportunity, and

Middlebourne
WV

this is NOT the answer. Please reject this charter schools
podicy!
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7fizf21

Jessica
Weddington
Hurricang WV

By taking the public money for a student to a charter
school (which is not under county BOE) then public
muoney is being taken from the public facility and given to
the private one because the child chose to goto the
charter school. So public funding will essentially be going
towards elite children to go to an exclusive private
school. If the charter school doesn have to provide
transportation but the county has to provide
transportation to the charter school then again, money
will be taken away from public entities. Also creating a
divide inferring that children on that bus (to the charter
school) are different from those going to public schools.

The manner in which funding flows to
charter schools is controlled by W.Va.
Code §18-5G-5.

Pursuant to W.Va. Code §18-5G-1(c),
charter schools are public schools and
part of the state’s public education
system,

In the charter application, pursuant to
Policy 3360, §4.6.f., the applicant must
affirm that they will not put in place any
requirement or practice that would
exclude any child from admission or
enroflment at the charter school who
would not be excluded at a noncharier
public school. Additionally, there are
many references throughout Policy 3300
to reaffirm the charter school’s
responsibility to comply with federal law,
including but not limited to the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (iDEA}.

7/6/21 | Crystal Adkins Needs to be fast. An appeal should not he drug out for A/S | The timeline for charter application and
SPED Teacher months. renewal application appeals is set forth in
Marion AFT Policy 3300, §13.
Rivesville WV

7/1/21 | Irma ulkrich { believe that charter schools as proposed would deprive N W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
Physician the rest of WV students of sparse resources and diminish the establishment of charter schools. The
Retired wvu their education. West Virginia Board of Education is
Morgantown revising Policy 3300 to conform and
Wy implement the changes to the law made

with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
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7/6/21

Senior Director,
Academic Policy
& Research
Stride, Inc.
Herndon, VA

Crystal Adkins
SPED Teacher
Marion AFT
Rivesville WV

7/8/21 | Elaina Duley Charter schools will be governed by a separate board and Charter schools generally adhere to the
Elementary not held accountable by the same State Board of same education reporting requirements as
Teacher Education. This is not an agual education, noncharter public schools, Additionally,
Morgantown pursuant to W.Va. Code §18-5G-3(a}{1),
WV charter schools are part of the state’s
system of public schools and are subject
to general supervision by the West
Virginia Board of Education for meeting
performance standards required of other
public school students.
7/12/21 | Sheryl Tatum Policy 3300 is very prescriptive in many areas of the Policy 3300, §13.4 requires the West

application and approval process. However, as it relates
to appeals to the WV Board of Education, there is no
timeframe listed as to how many days after appealing
that the appellant can expect a ruling. See Policy 3300,
§13.4. As Policy 3300 states at the outset, the policy
document is being established to provide “a clear and
transparent procaess.” Policy 3300, §2.2. However, Policy
3300 seems to faH short of that purpose when the
appeals process to the Department is not transparent
and set forth in this policy document. We recommend
that Policy 3300 be revised (o provide greater clarity and
transparency in the axpected timeframe for appeals to
the Department,

bi
t do not agree with charter schools. The decision on
approval charter schools needs to be left up to local
county hoard of educaitons

Virginia Board of Education {(WVBE) to
provide parties with ar anticipated
timeline for review and decision.
Depending on the grounds alleged
supporting the appeal, it may be prudent
to conduct additional inquiry of the
parties to ensure the appeal is properly
considered. Conversely, the basis for an
appeal may he 2asily disposed of and not
require further inguiry. Requiring the
WVBE to provide a timeline to the parties
once all materials are subrnitted strikes a
balance between the differing situations.

W.Va. Code §18-5G-1, et seq authorizes
the establishment of charter schools. The

West Virginia Board of Education is
revising Policy 3300 to conform and
implement the changes to the law made
with the passage of HB2012 during the
2021 legislative session.
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7/8/21

Elaina Duley
Elementary
Teacher
Morgantown
WV

What grounds would a charter school lose its
application? Also, what standards are they required to
follow?

Failing to adequately complete a charter
application would be grounds for its
denial. Policy 3300, §4.3.d requires
charter schools to adhera to the
accountability plan included in the charter
contract, which in part must include
partictpation in the state’s accountability
system {Balanced Scorecard).
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Covanmat Rasponse Form

Commant Ferdod Bode: fuly 9, 2831

NOTICE: Comments, as submitted, shall be filed with the West Virginig Secretary of Stote's Office and
open for pubiic inspection and copying for o periad of not less thon five vears.

The follewing form s provided te assist those who choose t comment on Bolicy 3300, Charter Public
Schools. Additional sheets may be attached, i necessary

Name: Jason Jwar Crgarization: Nauonal Assogiation of Charter School Authorizers (BACSA
Tl Palicy Magager

Ty Chicago Stater i,

Please check the box belew thnt best dasanibog your rofe.

[ 73 County Board Memsber [ ] Professional Support Staff (] Senvies Perzonee ! Higher Bducstion
{1 Superintendent {71 privipa U1 Paren/Pamily ¥ iegislator
{71 Centrad Office Stalf i1 Teacher {1 Community Momber X Othey

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS
Thank you for the opgortunity to

§128-79-4, Charter School Application,
e LH e 2 8 support expansion of confiod of intarest covarag “‘.oe include indivichaals
F*ﬁ‘ 3 o\v ad by o receiding compensation front an Education Sar

tha \\mi}m‘}ed §ans‘-‘ mEa i

sta i't;t £ ‘y it ster schan enralin ;
grade bayy, rather than elther full K *LP as\.s'ahs\:*sms? o grade speaiho
sirikes an apprapriaie e and ansuras he logisintive infem |

LE
N

o 4 3 aupport the olarifving lang m @ :‘iﬁﬁti*w O misimu e ji.:'..,-n
seive studerts with spaoial needs, Tha k ’g\zi smpongibi ;t} 0 ;\rm*‘c
aporopriate publio aducatinn” w students with BRHO &l nesds i3 one

B
i i charter
sehools must aufficierdly understand and dlan for, snd the proaposed reguiatory

¥ og
Bnguage emphasizas this imporiancs,
& 8 support the propossd regulst h‘:nssrﬁga-‘(:‘iﬂg additionat apniication requirements

for viriual charter sehoois, Bach additionst requirement addrasses a narticulary

=5 p.sr{ i%mt i ?ere:‘t\:s:“ow rhual sehooling fromn i person schooling, avvd the
roposed regulations A opt fately dane an sopaotatior ary gpplicants 16 have

mtﬂmu-@w-\i ﬁ(“‘“‘n-‘?ﬁ"i‘*{‘ argd g anned for addressi ng thase urdigis aby * TEes. in

particutar, NADSA strongly suppons inclusion of the fallowin “;n;n,gu:rﬁ:me, !

o A5 {provision of ap wr*w}rs,ﬁe‘ shardwarg and intamet connectivity)
458 (provass oy administration of Sm‘m'rimi“ive ARJSEL/MANS]

o 4h0 imethod for dosumsrding consister Tandanne)

o Ehs {method for msaswning sfudent progress \m ards graduabon)

o 455 {requirgments f{}s studant angagem in nstructionsl activitiesy

}
- 2 N Ay
o &85 ,‘w:f“&ii AYegs

0 studdant failure 1o panticipaie I instructiona! agtivities)




465 support clanfying ianguags 1o ensure non-disarimingtion in recruitment,
admission, and anrotbhnent policies

e .64 support clarfying language to sodorce ohaner sehool responsibility to
evaluate students for sppropriate federal supports

« 40,0 support clarifving language sxiending respansibility of responding o Freedom
of information Act requests 1o the charter sehaal's governing board

§126-78-5, Charter School Applcation Process.
= H.A.0.5 support proposed language related to additional appiication criteria for
virtual chaner school applicants

126-¥F9-6. Chartey Tontract.
¢ 8.1.ad recommend that regudatory language be amended 1o alse include the
imporiancs Of financial and operational performanca matries
s B2 recommiend that ksy components of the application, but not the entive
appiication, may be incorporatad into the contract, NACGSA best prastices suggest
aganst incorporating the full spptication, which may lsad to confusion later on. The
gaal showld be o ensure that the contract faithfully and siecurately captures the
cantral componants of the proposad mode!, permitling the authorizer o ensure
hese componants ars implementad with Sdaelity
o 6.2.b recommaend narrowing the scope of elaments/aspects of the
application o invorporate/addraas in the oharsr contract, Under NADEA's
Fringinies & Slandiards, the contact shauld include and define the material
terms of the agreement that 1) esiablishes the rights and responsibiiities of
the partios, and 2) establishes academic, financial, and oparational
,-:- parforvance standards. Overly broadhuontrastual provisions risk confusion >
and bacoming oo cumbersoms to enforce.
& 6205 support language enswring that vintual charter school altendanoes
indicators comply with federsl reguiraments

BI28-7O-¥, Responsibilities of Partios to a Charter Conteact,
F128-79-8. Process for Renewal and Bevacation of Charter Canteacts.
§128-79-9. Enroliment, Reoruitment, and Rotention.
+ B30 suppont proposad language olarifying virtusl charter schoot responsitility to
acoordance with any special neads the student may have
0303 support the remaval of the former seotion

$136-78-10, Educational Reporting Reguirements,

E138-T]-11. Education Sarvice Providers

$1286-73-12, finances.

F126-79-13. Appesi of Authorizer’s Decksion to West Virginie Board of Bducation.
§125-79-18. Severability.




Tar Sarah & Stewart, Government Affaivs Councll, WYOE Legal Service
Feom: H. Gary Gillesgle, Phid, Glenvile State College Faculty Emeritis
Re: Corarnent on WY Policy 3300 regarding Charter Schoods Ondine
Prate:

Az former public-school teacher in WV and Obio as well as at Glerwille State Collegs
artd Marshall Undversity, fant aware of the weakaesses and strengths of public-schoot
edusation. The public school systam i WY would neot be tolerated wern it nat supsrior to alf
other practicst educational systems. WV's public schools meet student neads in e present
operation, a fact thet is olvious when public schools are comparad t charter schools ang
home-schooled raethods. This is especially rue corncerning gharter schoals online.

Because of poverty in Southern and Central WY, many famifies cannot afford
computers, and bmited access 1o the web and braadband often prevents onling charter
schooling to those with computers  Online WY charter schools wouild inadvertently
discriminate against students in these aveas. In these same geographical areas puhlic sehools
are the main source of five personal exposure to cultural and sociat experiencas, but online
charter schools could offer anly virtual, fess effective experiences. The creative ardd parforming
arts and much physical pducation are better suited to pubiic schowls than to online charter
schootls,

by an undetermined number of families, both parents work outside the bome. Who will
thern superyise their childran’s work in online charter schools? Unsupervised soms children
may play compalar games rather than complate oniine chanter schoot assignments. Online
classes tempt sarme students to plagiarize, and how will anyone accerately know who
sampleted the onfine chartar schogd assignments? There are many serious problems that
ondine charter schools cannot addrass: Without a public-sonont teacher’s dafly observations,
who will report evidence of chiid abuse in the home and unattended health issues and
improper hygiene-——in short, who will safeguard these children?  Who witl make sure that
ondine charter schood pupils have daily adequate meais?

Surveys revaal that students engaged in excessive amounts of TV and/or computerdime lose
conversational skifls, secializing skills, proper physical sxercise leading 1o obesity, and even
proper nutrition heghth, Poblic school classes are held accountabie for academic standards and
vightly so; hut there are also other crucial sovial, peychological, and humanitarian benefits not
offered in onling charter schools: Students need dassmates and challenging teachers prasemt
in order to realize the give-and-lake of life’s patierns.  Real schools provide the envirenmaent o
learn to cope with competition and failure that only observations and participation offers.
Pukdie sehaonds are 2 versse Tor the devalopment of telerance and respect for sthers which
coptribute o acospling culiural and racial diversity, Many of ife's lessons are never ondine,




{Js\m ge Monk and Molly Schafinit
Ul !y.’smm(_s Lane

Prss: a, WV 25159

{304) 5338622

gmonk@aityretret

Commenis L26CSRTY, Charter Public Schools {3306

Owr csmmments to the proposed changes ared additions to thds regelation focus on
the veguirentents for Charter School K;}piimtsa y{126-79-4). As a preface o our
eonpoants, while the fegislatore has maralated the possibility of virtual charter schools
in West Virginda, the e m\i of vivtual charter scho ﬁn i other states is problematic,
Student performance in virtoal charter schools s consistently below that in other
sichools in those states, lnchuding charter schools, with a o <mi"eama§§> shasdent mix, One
issue i severely flawed course programs offered by for-profit organizations such as
Stride, Ine. (formerdy KiZ ino )

Ancther issue is problematio student access disoussed I The New Yorker and
Fropubifice article by Alee MacGillis {"The Students Laft Bahind by Remote Learning,” 28
Septernber 2020, Mipa/dwowwv propublics orgartick / thestudents-leftbehing by
remste-lomrndng). Studends are often the most kaowledpeable in thelr families vx-'herﬂ it
eomnes s the weheology fnvolved in virtead education, but studenis ape not Intemed

Technology profesdomals and will and do have problems with hardware and softwars,
internet accoss may be available if availabiiity is very loosely defined. Is that internet
access able to meet the challenges of regular and consistent access to course
programming and the software used for that acosss? What happens i a stident swoves
and internet access is not readily avallable or too expensive® I g student's primary
gucess o coursewirk and e schuond s broken, will there be a backup resourcs such asa
dedicated smart phone? Firally, how will & victual charter school mest the challenges of
w blind stodent in providing access? Will Hawed virtual charter school programs
automatically prohibit participation by people becauss they do not meet an in-built
biag?

Our comments focus on provided technology, but these other concerns are alsc
present,

458 Proposed addifions to this condition of the regulation are indicated in tlalicized
underdine.

Virtual peblic chartor schools are requdred 1o provide appropriate
hardware {fcomputer, tablet, ete ) soffwave, and ledhpuon! suprort for
students o complete all leaming achivities and must alse ensure




each student enrolled in the school has appropriate acvess to
relable internel conneclivily. An application fo sstablish o virtual
charter schood shall identify the hardware aud sofluvoe o be
provided o students and the mdan for veriivine that all enenlle
students have sudficient conmectivity o complete instructional
arfivities angd uitimately be succssstul st school & plan for
cothinuons fechaionl support o soloe sfudent issues with baydreare,

softwire, and connectivily must be inchided,




Ay 8, 2021 Recaived

Sarsh Stewart, Sovernment Afairs Courned . v ) oA
WVDE Lagsl Services SRR o S
Capdtol Building &, Room 382 .
1806 Kanawha Bowlevard Bast WLDE Lagai s

ﬁfs\aﬁea‘tam_ WY 25308
Draar Ms. Stawart:

{rogred that | was unable to uss the online cormment farm for propossd updates o the WY
charter schools Policy 3300, The onfine dosument IPDF) sortained wrint far tﬁs:m sl for me by
read | eould not determine which numbered sections of the proposal inchuded informatian
wished to cormant ugon,

Plaase sccept roy apologins and staternant of concems in the form of this latter.

L aposars to me that the proposed sharges legalize falbrondine sharter schools and sreste an
unslsoted Professions! Charter School Board with powar to ovearride Dousty Boards of
Exdusation snd the WY Board of Education, Since the tate sthoo! keard devives Re nower from
the West Virginia Constitution, thiy armangemsant appears o be urnonstitutional and withowt
merit, The WV Suprame Court wrate in 8 2017 ruflng thet “Tegisdative sotion that impedes the
geraval supsrvizory powers of the {Board] Is patently unoonstihitioral ™ F obisnt to thase
proposals frst and foremost o that basis.

Fram & practical and gualitvaduce tion standpoint, there is abundsnt svidence from other
states anad from Weel Viglnle's sxperierce of test cuteoraes after remote lharning dusing the
COVID-18 pandamic that Rilly-online education, whethar In chart or public sshools, bas 2 poor
atademic track recnrd. L object 1o using WV childan a8 “guines pigs” in 3 systent already shown
fo produce poar rasults in terms of sducstion.

{ strongly objsct to the proposed changes that would atinw the nes Professitnsl Charter Schont
Boand to be an independent Autharizer of chaner schost applications. Thiz board would hve
a0 aeeourtability to pavents, studmts, o to oy local coramunity, vet could single-handetly
approva charter schood applivations, with no recourse. This seems like 3 vary dangerus
provedernt tooset when education in West Virginis s abvesdy struggling to thrive.

Fuli-tinee virtual shartar sehools wilf hawve very littls oversipht from independent agencies a3
thers will be no bricks-and-borrds classroons to inspect nor in-person teachers (o obsarve in
sction. The potential for poar sutoomes, loss of students to boredam, incompetent or
inwxperienced teachers, and g ppropriste tesching mstarials spams enormmis,

fMaanwhily, the hege majority of communities maindaining public schools In Waest Virginis will
suffar loss of funding and resourcss with svery stident transfarred 1o the cherar system,




Fublfe schools bave heen the backbone of Amerfcan education for hundresds of yaars, Stripping
comities of thelr local schaods, teachers, funding, and input inmto the sducation their
children recaive is truly = low bow, Qur children deserve much better thar s,

Tha proposals that finenclal performancs measures be requdred for chanter schools, for
regquirements that charter studants have up-to-date computers and relipiis Intarnest
corasctionsy, s that charter schools have effestive maasurss for documenting studenty’
prograss in lsaming make o seose, They do not in any way compensate for the negative
points made shove, Rowsver,

Thank yous for inviting public onrmenant on the maemxém for implemeanting charter schogds in
West Virginia.

Sinceraly,
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Saint Albans, WYV 281737




W Wi, 136CSRTE, Polioy 3300, Tharter Public Schook
Lorament Response Rarm

Conraent Period Ends: Judy 13, 3023

The following form is provided 1o assist thase who choose 1o cominent on Podicy 3390, Charter Public
Schools, Additional sheets redy be sttsched, if necossary,

Name: C:i’\{"'} ie\\i &é&if\f\ (eganization: {35% {*f 10 1

Yitke \.\ﬁ:%’&&t\»{ {\‘f*’:,{“ f" '&( Ademic H; in 4 *5: 5’\ SO
, W
Citye Exi\i‘ii DADN Stater N l‘ét

Plaase chadthe boy helow that best deworibas voue rofs,

Pease chack the bow below that Dest desoribes your role.
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Policy 3388 Charter Paldbic Sehools -~ Comrpends Submission by $tride Ing. - Julv 172021

These compents are subputted on behaif of Stride, Ine., a national leader g WO :idina cducational
serviess 1o K-12 customers throughout the United St s, ssx\iasﬁisf:&\ e d partments of education,
school disipets, chavier sehools, and families. Founded over twonty years Jg ¢ provide innovative

%

W
higheguality, fech-orabled cducation sodations, cwrivalum, and §¥I'~J$§i’ s directly
schools. With this wealth of exparience, wa are submiitting these comments as i
Departmnent’s proposed amendments so Podice 3300 Cherter s’“ae‘: ie Schoolr,

XL
£ students and
redates fo the

W appreciate the Department’s diligest offort o inewrpoate the chaoges in siate faw 1ot the
Departraent’s policy docwments, smmm} Fedicy 3360 Charter Public Schonds, We realiee that this was 3
werpenduus sndeavor to amend 3 documaernd that staods & 63 pages long, and we appresiate that you are
secking feadback from the public so that the pcs?scv docarnent car be improved wpos and be a rellable
and avcnrate resource for the dakeholder compumity,

As a prafiminary matter, we would Bl o sncourags the Depadtoent 1o cast a broader net whan seeking
stakehokler input on {opicy, such as opline education. Hazed on what was published by the Department,
Hoappears three out-of-state pubiie polioy srounizations wore the anly s stakeholders incheded in
stakeholder discussions, but nol practitioners, ny crators, sdrministrators, feachers, or parents whe have
real virtual education experiencg, s*u%mims‘ raany who are residents of West Virglaie, We would have
waleoned the apmrwnm o disenss bast pmﬁ foes and issuet to nay igate when setling up virtual chade
schools iy West Virginia or to conneet you with Waest Virginians that cogld speak o these topics. While
we reatize the '{}ﬂparm‘ze«*t ha.s alre axi\ done g great deal o work on this tssue, wo stansd ready © help
with ongoing stakeholder {sedbuck on 2 going Forward basis. We are pres sviching quite a b of feadback
i this submission and wei{: me the opportunity o further diecuss these waes with vou,

Policy 3300 is 3 very comprehensive document, Sroot a pablic pohoy stardpoint, we are 55351}3333 -
copcorned that this approach nms counter {6 the charter schoel medel, witich championy Hextbility

iaovation, toss red tape, and ot bedng overly presoviptive. That sald, we are submitting these
comenis o deaw your attention 16 speeydic provisions of the policy document that d;tmth conflict with
statute. We have also noted in sur comements certab seotions of Polioy 3388 that woudd benetlt from
preater olarity and transparen §"Eeas;‘3 note that while we are faising some sericus concerns befow, this
fist 15 rext comprehensive, and we reserve the right to raise additional concoms at a later date. Thank voa
again o your conaideration of m conecerns ot fordh below,

th U
AW

Provigions in Conflint with Siate Law

Tax-Exomnt Statns of Applicants

Folioy 330G \m‘ icts with statude, which states that g charier school applicant must “{hjave obtuined

i Nic)“?} tax "\“ Rt siatus or i‘:zsvc submitied an appbeation fur 3N {0HD) tax-oxempt sfatus.” W, Va,
Code, § TR-3G-201a) Polioy 3304, however, states that “an applicant smust obain SOHOR3) status
before s\;}u ation of any eharter sehool conimences.” Fol oy 3308, 3.3, That requivenent i3 not in
siiute and doey not align with how the Internal E{ PYRERIE *«\.u we eperates. Nor-profits who petition the
IRS for the 361 ‘x 3 txeexempt desigoation ofien walt yoars for S h sprovad arsd woukd cause
pewarasted del ays 1o the application process. The fegt si wture could have reguired o applicants to haye
a SGHOH ) wx-exempt designation by the IRE bt chese o yse'sw;fic- ‘-\ppiscss:‘iq with bwo aptions for

stnpliance. The %t‘.gmf\—me;\. recognized the burdensome process of gotting the 38103} designation and

i

provided spplicants with flexibility fo still qualify without the actuad 3013 tas-oxempt designation,



We reeonmmend that that the Policy document be wpdated as it refates to SOT{CHT) lax-exernpt statas
align with statude,

Charter Applivsdion Approval

Polivy 3380 creates some confusion @ i conflicts with state law and nses confliciing lanpuage within
the Policy Haelll Policy 3300 siates that “Halwre of a potential authorizer to render a desision on a
charter achami applicatin: by the s mw\ deadiine & statitorily desme \i a condiionad approval of the

application.” Polioy 35304, § S 2 {emphasis added) However, state law indicates that “Jajoy faifurs

W acion @ chm‘ier application wi hm the timte specified hall be dm‘mm an approval by the autharizer”
W. Va Code, § 18-500-8{d}. Siande deems the applisation spproved meesaditionafly. The applicant
sed not dk » anyiting further (o sarn that “approval” We regoest that the Polioy by updated o reflect
b stade How does oot recognize w vonditional apyroeal for situations where the asthorizer failed to aci,
b rather statas that the appheation is deetmad approved.

o addition, in $8.2.h. the Polioy states that “faflure

~

[ ihe authortzer fo act ov a reneovad application
within the dc—:‘sw‘nmx‘ i tineframes shall be deemed an appaf;mi of the rerewal & “pp heation” {emphasis

e
added} Corvectly, Policy 3300 does not attach a Yeonditional approval™ o this fnstance. However,
adui!}\* some confusion 5 §15.1 of the Policy, which states that an applivant me ay file an appead of an

wihorizer's failie to act on an appisation within 30 calendar days after [t daiv by which the

;ifn arizer was 1o, hut did nod, teke action on the chaster ppEM:tmﬂ or chartey repewal application ™ Y
tiw sutharizer’s faiture o acd s desmed an approval by taw, # s unclear why an appBeant woold seed o
appodl that approval. We 'f'('\'}‘&!i‘\! that the Polivy be updaimi w0 clarify that because mantion Is deemed
an approval, those decistons necd not be appealed.

Charter Dondeact Terms

it appears that the De m*‘i:mix\ did ot update Polioy 338¢ a8 i relatos Lo« h rier copiract iwoms, i
currently states that bytal terms are iu a terns nn longer thar five years (§6.2.a) and that renewald fenmns
are for » “specified term of youes™ {§R2.4.5.4) set forth Inthe a pthorizer’s raling & ot the renewal
apphication. Howeover, siatute pr mme"th\s for virtual charter schonls, the inilial aad repewal terms are
both for exacty five v ..\-ma, no more and 1o less, Bee W Va, Code, § i X«‘\h 1431 We requew that
the Policy document be updaded to align with statute ae i relates o vistual charter schools.

Performancse Renord

The Departnent updated Poboy 3360 a8 @ relates to renewal perfurmance reports by deleting statutory
language and replachiy it with nguage that confiets with staude, Current Polioy language, which
airrors cugrent law, states that wher the performance report 18 issued, it “shall provide aotive of any
weaknesses or eoneams pereaived by the authorizer concerning the schon! that may jeopardize Hs
;\mctu‘\n i seeking renewal if not timely vectified” Polioy 3300, 882, T is oot olear why the

‘pe.ttmm{ 1s proposing siiking the language that mirrors siatiie fo f\.-;'}‘ ¢ it with S§f wvarranted, i‘he
prospect that the charter condract may not be renewed and the reasons for the ;;_n:s:‘{:s;:tiesf non-renewal
The proposed amended language is problematic becsuse it defers on whether sotive shonld be given and
fasls W recogaize that the charter school is statutorily given Bme o rectify the roaiter and keep s
reverwal prospects ont track, We reconpuend thay Polley 130G, §8.2.a. retaln #s current i-an’ag;;ims\\ wiich
mirrGrs state law, and not strike snd replace i with zmom g that is being proposad




Provigions Needing Greater Clarity apd Transpareoey

{harter Contract Exeoution

Policy 3308 includes §mgu age o selated to charter condract exeauiion that conllivts with kegislatve intent.
Just fike state faw, Polic oy 3300 requires the parties 1o negetiate and execute & charfer contract within Be
days of the approval of the charter application. Sec W Va. Code, § 185G Polivy WG(? §5.5.e1.
However, the Poliey states that fatlwre of the parties to exenute @ contract by Mareh 15 il result in thc
chaster schoot being delaved at loast one foll snbool vear to open. Having such leverage in
“negabations” lps the seales tn favor of the authorizer, who can wail the other side wut, ard calls inte
cuestion whether the puriies are really operating at anm’s length in negotiations, as is required }u stafufe
Forunately, state law provides & solation, whi-"h i used iy chaier school Tows 1o other stares. The
approved charter school spplication shonld SOTYE 8% the charter eontract pot! sueh Bme as the parties
come fo sgreement on & dilferont excouted shanter contract, We rccommond hat the Deparimient ve-
consider £3.5.0.1 and provide for 3 sodral solafion shoukd the parties 0ot come w0 ggreement ~ make the
approved apphication, which both parties are fn syresment on, the charter contract anttl a differend
charter coniract is exeentad

Hardware and Intere

Poliny 3360 requires that virtual oharter schouls provide “appropriate !m rebwars {eomputer, tablet, ete)
for studems o complete al] Tearning activities aad musd also erosure cach stedent carofled i the sehool
has a;‘*{w;wum aceess 10 reliable indernet connealivity.™ §4.5.a. Stde lew, sontrasy to Polioy 3304,
does rod reguire that vivteal charter schonds pravide har dm s aved interred access (o all students and
srsure that every student bas reliahle taternet cormmectivity,  Virtual charter schonls oftes help students in
need, based on c—*iis:_i‘{siii'ty tor free and reduced funch, b}- ar anging for the use of a aner compuiey and 4
stipevad for ndernet, However, this &5 not something customarily provided o all students, sspecially
those \{i"“m\ Wi th the necessary hardware and biternet connentivity, Moreover, Policy 3388 seenw o
reguire infomet connpetivity, not jist where a student has a financial need, bat whare broadh “nii = not
techoofogically available t the student. E:'m‘ rastancs, §5.4.0.5.000 dates that the sehool must “ensore afl
i:.sm.ﬁs-czi siudends have access 10 the online lewning savironeeat.” As previously mentioned, §4.%.a.
requires that the se Emni “erpvre sach stadeet earolind inthe school has appropiate access o reHable
internet comrmclivity.” We recommend that these provisions be stricken aliogether ag inconsistent with
stats law or in the gl ma'i.s's-‘e., tightoned up so that the provision of & compuier and infernet access is oaly
1o those i need, using froe and reduced funch eligibdity, and that ;c*t‘nhmwm“*‘t for dernet prects that
erden, not that the school neads to dovelop broadband socess or "onsure™ lomet acsess whare it doos
not exist technologicatbe

Exoessive Turnover

$§9.2.4.3 and 92,44 of Policy 3368 state that Lhimv‘; schools that experience “excossive wrmoves™ ae
not providing 2 pestitve learmiog envirenment. To the contrary, as i relates to vivtual chaner sehoots,
there are 2 host of reasony that coundd resolt i shadent wansters msdae:u. \mimin“g sty ii s who attend
reandatory orerdation and realive that virbualt educatinn 3¢ not the cight £t for that stedent, students who
are X engaged despite nderventions and result in disenroliment, and sihdes\iq who enrol] inte a vistual
schant fora igm POTARY PUEPDSE, whether 5 due to 3 health or persona bssue. We recommend that the
Polivy document be apdated w reflect that any review of trnover shall dis g,ssi stadents wha‘ stale
during evrollment fhat thoy are only going o enroll for & temporary reason, those that leave affer



miandatory oriettation, and those that are disenrolied due o fuilare 1o consistently participate in
smm:atmnzi} acavitios puesuant 10 the school’s engagement policy.
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Witile drta can be very imporiant to nform decivion-making, sonwe of the data required by Poticy 3300
has no timefmms mrm ard wookd result in a tremeadons burden to compite old snd stale data. For
mstance, §31100, 11 2.0, and I‘ "‘ K6 require adf data, reports, arsd docnmentatinn reluted to current
andd past sharter schools, However, some FESFs operate nationafly in most s states ascd have been in
aperahion for decades, mm v 3 uﬂ wonld tpsdvertently wquire the prmi‘ on of documenis and data
fram hundreds of schools going E}i‘ 20 or more vears withouot any Hmedt attawhed to the
requirement. We reco mmc.d that for thege pravistony that the Policy :u}uisa aosample of tas
information from the past 3 vears and not feave ® open-ended 2 §5 curreraly the sase. Morsover

8 Lo and EL2.4.6 speak o Vactions, legal or otherwise,” bt sover define what i an :mmm " angd
what docs “legal or otherwise” mean? Nenther wee definaed. Is this meant 0 be aotions faken by a past
authorizer? And by actions, ekx thia refer o covrective actions? Ao, gy s properly noted in Policy
3308, e §\(ss“qr school board 15 eliinately respon m{“f“ fur the nperations oi the charter sehood and seis
pobicies and direets the £8P Wihe ‘~‘\£> bs fodlowing board directives and policies, & the Policy making
conclusions that the ESP s responsibile for alf ady crse setions taken against the so mvi for thaose

decs :a wis? We reoornmend steiking i cae provisions altogether or at the very feast ;xs\w;chsw e
elarity as to whatss being sought here keeping In mind the Hmited vahie of the data as £5Ps provide
seyvives and do rot set schond policies or priovities

o

—~

Anndher data point that neads fo be defined is the use of the oo “entanglerents™ in §11.2.11, Whatis
meant by an wiangiemenm "W reeonend better defirdag that term or siriking the term a;ts}gm’tiﬁm
i3t 15 recdundant with the s oteress,”

N e

Appeal Timeline

Polivy 3384 (s very proscriptive in many areas of the a g,*gt feation and approval prdess. However, ez i
relates to appeais tn the WY Hoard of Education, there 5 oo tmetrame listed as to how many days aft
appealing that the sppellant can expect @ nding. See Polioy 1500, §13.4, As Pelicy 3300 stawes at the
outset, the policy docunmnt is baing established to provide “s clear and transparemt process.’ T Fa

3338, §1.2. However, Policy 3300 seoms {o fall shiort of that purpose when the appeals process o the

Departuent fs nnt ramsparent and set foctdy in this policy docienens. We recumnend iis-s* Policy 3300 be

revisad to provide greater clarity and transpareney in the expected tmeftame for appesls to the
Prepartment.

Lonclusion

Az we have set forth above, there arg serious concerns with how centain provistons of Poliey 3300
corfliol with stade law, There e also & oursber of provistons that would beneflt from greater Iar.ii:}’
and transparency from the Department. We respectiudly reqoest that the Deprrtiment favorably act on
e reeonroendations.



