Policy 2510, Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs
Comment Period: Beginning January 11, 2019 — Ending February 24, 2019

579 distinct commenters provided a total of 766 comments.

o Community Member: 93
o Higher Educator: 31

o Other: 56

e Parent-Family: 127

o Principal: 20

« Professional Support: 39
e Service Personnel: 3

e Superintendent: 17

» Teacher: 380

Action
A/S
A/C

Comment was accepted and supports the proposed policy

Comment was accepted and resulted in changes to the proposed policy

N | Comment was not accepted
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1§126-42-1 General

3 : ; * éResponse 1:Dueto i
‘overwhelming
écomments, there will

2019-
12-13
109:21:3

J ulie Hanna
‘Physician Assistant -
§psychiatry
Lewisburg WV

Kristy Dearnell
Kermit WV

‘Change the requirement from 4 to 3 credit hours for social studies N

iclasses. It should remain the same as it has been. A country that does not

T do not agree with compacting the history of the world in high school |, . iSeeResponse |

;be no changes made
to social studies. It
§Wi11 remain at four
érequired credits; the
éproposed flex credit
‘will be removed.



109:24:4 ‘know the history is doomed to repeat it. Keep all requirements the same. |

il teach English at Spring Valley High School. Yesterday, [ wore a shirt |

§Pamela Perdue iwith a picture of Shakespeare on it. One of my English 10 Honors

2019- ¢ ) istudents asked if it was Abraham Lincoln. The state thinks itis a good | :

English teacher i . . . : . :

12-13 iidea to lower social studies and history credits? Why are we lowering | :See Response 1

: ‘Wayne County Board of i . . .. 5 IA/C :

109:55:3 ¢ . ‘expectations for our students instead of raising them? Because we e :

: ‘Education e . . . '

i : :afraid they e bored? It is our job to educate them, not entertain them. :

! {HUNTINGTON West : . . . o !

iThe quality of education continues to go down in this state because of |

iridiculous policies like this.

‘Response 2: Policy
2520.4 the Wesr
Virginia College and
‘Career Readiness
Standards for Social
:Studies has civics
‘embedded into all K-
N 112 social studies
‘courses.

iThere needs to be civics classes and even more government classes.

2019- . :Look at our state and the United States and the turmoil we are in at this |

Lois Edmonds ” : : : ‘Additionally, West
12-13 Concerned citizen iitme. Sounds like Harold of our state representatives and national : :
:10:20:1 §Wa e WV ‘representatives could use a course of American Government. Especially | Virginia state code
8 Ay ithe working of checks and balances. [ am sure there are subjects to cut | iand Policy 2510
back. -require civics for

: ‘graduation; due to
‘overwhelmin

A/C ; &
:comments, social
‘studies will remain at
four required credits.
‘The proposed flex
credit will be
‘removed.



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{The great Roman statesman and orator Marcus Tullius Cicero once said, A/C
“To be ignorant of what occurred before you were born is to remain ‘
galways a child.” Centuries later Thomas Jefferson aptly quipped,

i“History is the only laboratory we have in which to test the

iconsequences of thought.”

2019-
12-13
115:40:3

‘Michael Erskine

§SS Teacher
‘Greenbrier East High
‘School

§R0nceverte West

gHistory 1s a necessary discipline as we move onward into the 21st
iCentury. Now, more than ever, in an age of uncertainty, political
ipolarization, and social instability we need anchorage from the insights
ifrom the past. Sadly, rather than instilling in our kids the value of
glearning from our past we castrate it from the curriculum and then :
:compel them to be masters of the future without any cogency or context. |
iSuch a methodology can and is having disastrous effects. :

gThe National Center for Education Statistics has found that Social
iStudies has progressively been removed as a core subject of importance
iin the public-school curriculum. For example, during the 1993-1994 :
'school year students spent an average of 9.5% of their total instructional
itime on Social Studies; by 2011-2012 that percentage dropped to 8.6%
DESPITE an increase of total instructional time. Another survey, by the
iCenter on Education Policy (2006), found that since the passage of No
gChild Left Behind, 71% of the nations 15,000 school districts have :
rreduced the hours of instructional time spent on history, music and other |
isubjects to open up more time for reading and math. Couple such ‘
statistics with historical proficiency data for a moment. For example, a
32014 report by the National Assessment of Educational Progress has
ishown that an abysmal 18% of American high school kids were !
‘proficient in US history. Four years later, the Woodrow Wilson National |
‘Fellowship Foundation (2018) conducted a study and found that only 1

gin 3 Americans can actually pass the U.S. citizenship test. Did you hear
ithat? A test that asks Americans the most basic questions about
§Amer1can history and how our system of government works shows only
i1 in 3 pass rates. I'm going to go out on a limb here and rhetorically
gspeculate if there is any kind of a correlation between castrating social
istudies from the curriculum and the lack of civic knowledge and :
‘engagement in this country? Would there be any at all? I would argue in |
gthe affirmative! 3

éResponse 3: Due to
‘overwhelming
écomments, social
éstudies will remain at
;four required credits.
‘Teachers from across
éthe state worked _
étogether to create and
ésequence ‘
‘developmentally
éappropnate standards :
§1n grades K-12. At the
élast revision in 2016,
‘US Studies
;Comprehensive
;became an option for
écounties to utilize.
Policy 2520.4
écurrently allows high
éschools to choose the
ésequence of their
§c0urses.



iYet, despite all the statistical data showing growing apathy and
lignorance of historical and governmental knowledge in this country,
gthere is this continual methodical push among education boards — in this
icase West Virginia’s BOE — to neuter social studies as a legitimate and
iviable feature of 21st Century students education. Oh the argument will
ibe “Oh no, we love history! History is important! It’s just, uhm, it’s for
gthe sake of the children!” The arguments are hollow.

gFrom what [ can gather, the WVBOE seems to be arguing that reducing
isocial studies credit requirements is a positive thing for students. They
ikeep saying (a} it will open up room for other electives for students, and
i(by it will eliminate redundancies in history courses. These arguments
iare shallow and insulting.

g(a) The argument that lowering social studies credits “opens up room for
iother electives™ rings loud and clear in my ears that “history doesn’t
ireally matter in the long run.” Dr. Paine himself has stated that students
‘may prefer to “take a computer science class or some other class they’re
iinterested in for their future™ instead of a fourth social studies credit
{(WV Gazette).

glnteresting choice of words. I get the sense that Dr. Paine believes
““‘computers=shiny relevant future” and “social studies=dusty irrelevant
‘memories.”

gPray tell, what does Dr. Paine believe the purpose of social studies as a
idiscipline is in the first place? Is social studies, history specifically, not
ian essential discipline to be groomed and inculcated in students for the
‘benefit of THEIR FUTURE and THE FUTURE of our nation? Is not
ALL learning — English, math, science, history, the arts...ect — for the
ipurpose of crafting well-rounded, critical thinking, reflective,
‘iempathetic, ethical, civically engaged citizens for the future? If not, then
‘what is its purpose of any discipline at all!? Dr. Paine, and the WVBOE
ggenerally, consciously or unconsciously seems to be asserting that
thistory is insignificant to a student’s future. I couldn’t disagree more.

N

§By way of example, [ am reminded of a smudy conducted by the
i{Carncgie Corporation of New York (2013) which found that “students



‘who receive effective education in social studies are more likely to vote,
ffour times more likely to volunteer and work on community issues, and
gare generally more confident in their ability to communicate ideas with

itheir elected representatives” (The Atlantic). Does that sound like social
istudies doesn’t deal with our future?

§SOCial Studies broadly, and history specifically, IS about the human
iexperience and that alone means it has significance for our students’
futures. It’s about understanding the development and consequences of
§ideas, values, customs, and how people throughout time have understood
%and interacted with each other. Here let me pause and quote at length the
iwords of The National Center for History in the Schools on the
{importance of history in our civilization,

gKnowledge of history is the precondition of political intelligence.
‘Without history, a society shares no common memory of where it has
§been, what its core values are, or what decisions of the past account for
ipresent circumstances. Without history, we cannot undertake any
gsensible inquiry into the political, social, or moral issues in society. And
iwithout historical knowledge and inquiry, we cannot achieve the
{informed, discriminating citizenship essential to effective participation
gin the democratic processes of governance and the fulfillment for all our
icitizens of the nation’s democratic ideals... . Historical memory is the
key to self-identity, to seeing one’s place in the stream of time, and
‘one’s connectedness with all of humankind. We are part of an ancient
gchain, and the long hand of the past is upon us-for good and for ill-just
ias our hands will rest on our descendants for years to come. Denied
tknowledge of one’s roots and of one’s place in the great stream of
‘human history, the individual is deprived of the fullest sense of self and
gof that sense of shared community on which one’s fullest personal
idevelopment as well as responsible citizenship depends. For these
ipurposes, history and the humanities must occupy an indispensable role
iin the school curriculum... . History opens to students opportunities to
gdevelop a comprehensive understanding of the world, and of the many
icultures and ways of life different from their own. From a balanced and
iinclusive world history students may gain an appreciation both of the
‘world’s many peoples and of their shared humanity and common
iproblems. Students may also acquire the habit of seeing matters through



lothers” eyes and come to realize that they can better understand
ithemselves as they study others.... An understanding of the history of
gthe world’s many cultures can contribute to fostering the kind of mutual
ipatience, respect, and civic courage required in our increasingly
ipluralistic society and our increasingly interdependent world.

I cannot say it any better. History is an indispensable good for
iinculcating in student’s political intelligence, a common memory, shared
ivalues, civic participation, comprehensive understanding, and a sense of
‘interdependency and empathy. When you cut it back, relativize it, push
%it to the peripheries of importance, then you do a disservice to students
iand our civilizations future.

g(b) It’s argued there are redundancies in the curriculum, so this justifies
lexterminating social studies requirements. If there are redundancies in
ithe history courses in this state then whose fault is that? Who makes the
geducational and curricular decisions for the state of West Virginia in the
first place? Who decided to do away with 7th Grade geography and to
ireplace it with World History, which is technically the same content
gcoverage as 9th grade World History?

gThe answer to redundancy is not reduction but reform.

I have said this several times that the flow of the history curriculum in
West Virginia needs to be reformed. One suggestion would be the
following: 6th, West Virginia Studies, 7th World Geography, 8th World
History I (Beginnings to Renaissance), 9th World History I1
%(Renaissance to Present}, 10th US Studies I (Beginnings to WWI}, 11th
{US Studies IT (WWT to present), 12th Government and Civics. There is
INO REDUNDANCY on such a model. Instead it is a progressive
gchronological building of content and skills across the grade levels.

gFurthermore, survey studies in World History or American History do
little in the way of giving students grounded historical knowledge and
skills. Survey’s sacrifice richness and context for the sake of brevity and
‘themes. But this is foolishness. This is putting the cart before the horse.



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iStudents need basics, they need content, they need context, and out of
ithat arises second level skills in synthesizing and correlating
ginformation. In a survey style course primary documents cannot be
iadequately analyzed, and you simply cannot ask students to “make
iconnections™ across historical themes when they do not have adequate
gknowledge of the context surrounding those themes.

§W0uld we ever affirm that our students need an “Algebra Survey” or a
“Biology Survey” or a “Grammar Survey”? Then why say it should
‘work in history? Consider by way of example, trying to get students to
gadequately understand the US Constitution, without understanding the
‘thistorical background and philosophical roots of states’ rights, popular
isovereignty, or social contract. Good luck! Or try getting students to
‘understand race in this country without adequate historical content and
gcontext of slavery, abolitionism, and civil rights. Or on the World
History level, try getting students to understand the importance and
ivalues and ideas of the world’s major religions, or the Enlightenment’s
§effect on modern life, or the significant effects of Greco-Roman
icivilization on modern government, by just covering “basic themes.” All
ithe while mind you this is happening in a matter of four 9 weeks, which
iinevitably are effected by extra-curricular events, snow-days, and
gholidays. It doesn’t work! It is sacrificing richness and surrendering the
§humanness of history, for the sake of succinctness.

‘To be quite frank this consistently methodical slithering towards
greducing Social Studies significance is just a stepping stone along the
ipath to eliminating the field from the educational program all together.
{The process looks something like this:

%First you relativize it (“JROTC is defimtely equal in content and skills to
American History! Jumping jacks without question equals knowing the
‘Constitution! And yes, Psychology is definitely comparably to
‘understanding the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment in World

H1 story!™)

%Then vou reduce 1t (“We don’t need that many credits in Social Studies!
HA! Who really needs to know the Founding Fathers or the Early
Republic really!? Just shave that out!? Kids just need computers.”).



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Then vou rid it from the curriculum (“Really in this 21st Century what
gwe need is lots and lots of Math, English, and Science. History 1sn’t part
iof this brace new worlds we’re making. History is the third wheel of ;
‘STEM programs and we all know it’s not tested on the SAT. So, there

iyah go!™)

iThis is a terrifying trend and yet it is a reality in far too many school
isystems.

%When a community or civilization devalues its heritage, devalues
thistory, both good and bad, it assists in perpetuating the ignorance,
indifference, bigotry and the demise of it’s our foundational values and
{institutions that we see presently in our society. We are marching
gtowards an ever-growing disparity in this country of a citizenry that is
‘uneducated in the ways of citizenship and lowering Social Studies
‘requirements will do nothing but help increase this downward trend.

%Stop the insanity, and stop trying to pass this wretched thoughtless 25 10
Policy.

EWh\y are you Wantlng to reduce the lea.rmng of our state counl:ry and
iworld history? That is how we were built and sculpted our nation. As a
17-36:2 schools iparent , I ask that u don’t do this.. instead how about increasing it!!! [ am A/C
8 o §Len0re WV iso thankful to have been raised knowing our history and would love for

N imy son to learn it as well.

I really think this is an awesome proposal/policy, but unfortunately if it

idoesn’t get executed it will not be effective...as with many, and star :
‘again, many new policies go into effect with great purpose and intention, |
ithey slowly or quickly become forgotten.....as a father of 4, 3 in or done |

2019-  [Telyna Chafin
112-13  Reducing Social Studies in

éSee Response 1

2019- Wlth college, none were prepped well or effectively through counseling 3 :
:especially in the early high school years to plan their path for college ‘Response 4: Concerns
{12-13  iLarry Ransom : o . . \ : . -
11465 Beaver WV :and career resulting in changes to their major and extreme N :are not addressed in

0 T :culture/academic shock at the college level resulting in a difficult éPolicy 2510.
itransition. I personally feel being ex-military that ; :

iaccountability/performance evaluations should be performed and used as |
iincentives for teachers and or reprimands to monitor their effectiveness \
gfor the students, including the counseling policy here...I think it will
thighlight quality and expose deficiencies giving quality teachers the



...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

thope that their hard work will at least be recognized and their less dI'lVE:Il
_§colleagues may be exposed and helped for improvement.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2019-
112-14
113:14:3

%Eric Starr

‘Teacher

§Ming0 County Schools
‘Williamson WV

T am deeply concerned with the continued attacks on Social Studies by :
ithe West Virginia Board of Education the past few years. Social Studies |
‘should remain 4 mandatory credit hours, counties should be required to |
iteach World Studies, and students should have the luxury of learning
gAmerican History across the span of 2 school years. West Virginia told
ithe WVBOE two years ago to keep 4 credit hours of Social Studies and
leave it alone, it bothers me to know the WVBOE is going the path of
iagenda-pushing rather than listening to constitutes. Everything about this |
gproposed measure lowers the expectations in students and has the
‘potential to rob them of a quality Social Studies education that is deeply
§needed in order to thrive in our current world. Social Studies matters,
gplease value this field.

H
H
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H

éSee Response 3

2019-
12-15
108:26:2

‘Myran Starr
Miner
‘Williamson WV

:Myran Starr
Miner
‘Williamson WV

‘Annette Dingess
‘Comfort WV

‘M Smith
{Charleston WV

§(800i31 studies requirement) If it’s not broke don’t try to fix it. Leave
‘well enough alone.

g(Social studies requirement) If it’s not broke don’t try to fix it. Leave
‘well enough alone.

§D0 not lessen the requirements for social studies. Look at what is going
ion in our country right now. Students need to understand the way
gsociety, government and the world works. As a former middle school
iteacher I had students that couldn’t name continents, didn’t understand
§what a continent was, thought that WVU was a city, told me Barak
gObama freed the slaves, didn’t know there were 3 branches of

H
H
N
H
5
H
H
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H
s
N
H

iPlease keep four classes in social studies for our students. They need to
know our past to help prepare them for their future as American citizen.s |

5
H
H
N
H
5
H
H
s
N
3
3
H

§c1V1cs, hlstory and geography we will fail to adequately prepare our !
gstudents to go out in the world and be responsible citizens and give them : 5
21st century skills for the workplace. When WV citizens make the front |

éSee Response 1
éSee Response 1

;See Response 1

;See Response 1
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iof National newspapers giving the Nazi salute, it tells me our students
ineed MORE education, not less!

T believe it would be detrimental to cut social studies credit in public

ischools. Students need to know history, especially now. All of U.S. !
‘History crammed into one class is too much. World History is important

ito learn the foundations of American democracy. It is with great sadness A/C
I found out this news and highly disappointed. All the turmoil going on

in the country, this is the most important time to know the history of the | : :
{United States and the world.

§Darrell Hively

‘Kanawha County Schools

%Charleston AAY

iRegina Starr
‘Stay at home mom
‘Williamson WV

§Rebecca pritt
:Oak hill Wy

%Please do not remove 4 credits of social studies. Our kids need to get as |
‘much history into their learning as possible. Don’t make world history  A/C
‘optional, don’t force us to teach US History in one year, and keep civics! |

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

§Marlene Mecdonald
‘Cook

‘Mingo county schools
§Delbart0n Wy

‘WYV Parent

J ay Sisson

‘Teacher

\Cabell County Schools
§Huntingt0n WV

Kaitlyn Adkins
‘Student

‘West virginia university
Morgantown WV

I think that it is absurd to lower the social studies requirment {rom 4 to

:3. Civics is taught during a students senior year, and this course helped |
:me figure out the route if education I wanted to take in college. I decided |
that [ will attend law school due to this.

gPlease do not lower social studies requirements! Our children need this N
knowledge!!!!
No changes need to be made. Leave at the 4 hrs requirement N

éResponse is unclear as
ito changes being
‘addressed.

AR LR R AR LR AR LR AR LR AR LR R R A R LR A R R A R LA AR LR A AR LR AR LR AR LA AR LA AR LA A AR A AR AL AR AR AR AR AR

I feel that reducing the number of SS credits for graduation is a move in
ithe right direction. Students have been studying SS since early
ielementary. They have had plenty of time to become good citizens and
'study the history of America and the World. One S8 course is not going
§t0 make a huge difference in the life of a student considering all the SS
ithey have been exposed to thus far.

;See Response 1

I do not support reducing the social studies requirements to graduate

ghigh school. This sort of policy lowers the bar at the expense of students.
World history as a subject is heavily covered at the college level. A/C
iSacrificing this content to force US history in the 9th grade will hurt :
'students in the long run.

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 3




....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

! ! {US history is taught sophomore and junior year. The benefits of teaching
it in 2 years is that students get an in depth look at the history of the US,
gpolicies, and how things from the past affect us in the present.

iGetting rid of 1 social studies requirment is a disservice to students.
:Social studies is needed for everyday life. An example, the presidential
ielection. Civics teaches students to learn about each candidate, take a
gposition on controversial 1ssues, and make an educated vote based on
thow your views line up with the candidates. These are skills Americans
ineed, whether they pursue a higher education or not. [urge you to keep
ithe social studies requirment at 4 credits for the edication of our future.
‘Thank you.

;Response 6: The
éproposed policy
‘addressed no changes
§t0 science.

§As a graduate of the Kanawha County school system I find it imperative
! ito continue to make social studies and science a 4 credit requirement.
2019-  Emily Jessee Both fields of study are becoming increasingly relevant to the world we
:12-20 §server live in, especially as we enter a new decade. West Virginia is regularly
119:30:3 §Pies and Pints granked low in public education and as a result I do not find that

0 iCharleston WV iweakening the education system a good response to that. Please
ireconsider how you are serving the students of the great mountain state,
gbecause frankly you are doing them a disservice.

éSee Response 1

A/C

;Response 5 ‘

éResponse is unclear as :
N §t0 changes being :
:addressed.

H
H
H
H
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H
H

2019- %Don Sc.alise Thls g.dm.inistrative change does not improve the .quality of educatiop. I

1222 §Professmpal Teacher §3130 _fmd it strange that of all the "stakeholders” listed, T don see Spc1al

§12‘ 213 §Cabell Midland High %smdles teachers. In fact, I see very few teachers at all. Plenty of higher

i 5 T §Sch001 §level administration, but few of the individuals who are in the
‘Huntington WV «classrooms on a daily basis.

7
H

{U.S. Chief Justice John Roberts just recently expressed concern about
. ithe state of civics education in the United States.
:2020-  Jon Pitzer :

'01-02  None Lo - .
' iIn his 2019 annual publication he notes that Americans "have come to  {A/C

\11:16:1 None : - .

itake democracy for granted, and civic education has fallen by the
i5 iPoca WV i 1

: i ‘wayside.
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! ! iCutting social studies credits now would be harmful to American !
‘democracy.
EInStead, allow student who are in band, show chior, and sports to earn a |

' ' icredit for physical education, and then increase the number of embedded |
imath and science credits in CTE so that more students can earn credits |
‘without missing important civic education. '
gAccording to data from 2017-2018, 47.4% of students were not '
iattending college. I see it as an advantage that local school districts ;
2020- M Houck s B COTCRE. OE g ;
S iwould have the flexibility to address post-secondary plans of all students |
i01-02  {Principal . . L . .

' ' . i- not just those going to college. This will give the option for a 4th social (N
i11:35:3 {Raleigh County Schools P . . . '

! ! istudies credit OR a 4th science - depending on the plans of the student.
8 Beckley WV : . :
‘A student could also take a computer science course or a CTE !
:foundational course depending on future plans.
2020- : . . . . .

: : {Reducing the number of social studies credits needed to graduate is not |
i01-03  {Scott Ryan : . . o . . . :

{ \ iconducive with the goal of providing students a rigorous, high quality  {A/C
112:05:0 Morgantown WV : . . .
~ :education. Graduation requirements should not be lowered. |

{I’'m not sure which box to post this comment. Cutting social studies is
tbad for our democracy. Ancient civilization is necessary because it
:'emphasizes how great civilizations rose and fell. America isn’t as old as

4
i

12020- P . . .. s

: N :Ancient Greece or Rome. Two courses in US history is important to ‘See Response 3
01-04  Melinda Bender : . . . 5

: : istudy colonies through the expansion of America. Students need to have A/C :

110:07:1 Cross Lanes WV P o .

9 : itime to learn about the wars our families fought in plus there causes and

iresults. If not, you are assuming they will learn it on their own. If we do

inot want history repeated do not reduce requirements. Please leave the

requirements as is.

{I’'m not sure which box to post this comment. Cutting social studies is
gbad for our democracy. Ancient civilization is necessary because it
iemphasizes how great civilizations rose and fell. America isn’t as old as
tAncient Greece or Rome. Two courses in US history is important to
istudy colonies through the expansion of America. Students need to have
gtime to learn about the wars our families fought in plus there causes and
iresults. If not, you are assuming they will learn it on their own. If we do
not want history repeated do not reduce requirements. Please leave the
requirements as is.

2020-
01-04  Melinda Bender

§10:07:3 iCross Lanes WV
6

éSee Response 3
A/C 5
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iPlease do not proceed with reducing the social study credits requ1rement

ifor high school students. For so many students, a class like world history

gis the only thing that takes these children outside jf their already small :

world. A world where they may never leave their hometown, county or  {A/C éSee Response 1
§state. I was not a fan of Social Studies as a teen, but as an adult, I : :

2020-  Nadine Kelly
101-05  Mother
114:50:2 None

8 %Morgantown WV gappreciate the knowledge [ gained from these classes. Especially World : :
History. Please reconsider eliminating World History.
3(1)_28 5_ J ames E Lilly %Please don reduce requirements for Social Studies in WV. In these ! :

‘Electrical Estimator ‘roubled times students need knowledge of history and world events. A/C :See Response 1
115:38:0 | i § :

8 [Independence West ‘Thank You. ! '

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

nce again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided |
ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits
‘needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the
gWVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do

iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred
ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the !
gstate we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary,
:and writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does |
ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a :

istriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set |

§2020— gforth are hurting the students. [ believe that the WVBOE should \

§01-06 J acob Yocum gcontlnue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum | AJC éSee Response 3
07:18:4 Glenville WV :as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary

4 §Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Smdies content such

%as Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
icurriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
gsmdents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a :
;particular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it :
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020— sStephame Fernandez I am in favor of the Flex Credit. I feel that another Science is more See Response 1
301 -07  Nuclear Medicine icritical in preparing for college than Social Studies.



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

110:21:3 Technologist

1 Bridgeport WV

2020- 521; Epling

§01—08 §George Washington High §Thls policy allows for more flexibility for our struggling students, CTE, N ;See Response 1
[14:35:3 iand College courses. s 3

7 :School |

‘Charleston West

§T0 eliminate World History as a required class in high school would be a ' '
igreat disservice to our students. Students can possibly understand the :
role of the United States in the world without understanding how it fits

ginto the world as a whole. Our core concepts of democracy, freedom and
liberty come from world events and people that preceded the United :
iStates. Many of these ideas come people living under oppressive
‘governments and these concepts were goals in which to aspire. The

§United States took these valued concepts and put them into practice to |
‘create a more perfect union. How can we appreciate what we have, if we (A/C
idon know why it exists? Reducing World History to an elective is to \
greduce the number of students that learn why other systems of

igovernment and other economic systems have failed. It doesn allow

istudents to learn from whence their heritage comes. It fails to allow

istudents the opportunity to see where conflicts started in the world and
gunderstand what solutions may be available. We don live in isolation as

ia country. We are part of a greater world in which the US trades and
iinteracts. Our education should be reflective of that.

2020-  Barbara Burda

101-08  teacher

115:00:5 Randolph Co. Schools
|1 Elkins WV

éSee Response 1

‘The policy does not make West Virginia competitive with neighboring '
gstates when it comes to providing a well educated work force. By Q
idecreasing educational requirements for graduation, the state is doing a
thuge disservice to our next generation. We need to create a work force

‘of problem solvers and individuals that can quickly learn new skills. By
idecreasing our students core requirements, we are taking away an :
lopportunity to gain necessary, marketable skills that can be applied N
‘throughout their lives. Regardless of your career, you need to be able to |
‘communicate effectively, solve problems that arise on a daily basis, and

gbe able to learn new things, even when they may not be an area of high
iinterest for the individual. Furthermore, few people know what they

‘want to do for their future career(s) at such a young age. We are adding
ipressure for them to make a very important decision for the rest of their

;Response is unclear as :
‘to changes being :
12020-  Amy Mortensen addressed.
101-09  Teacher

107:27:4 Liberty High School

: : éSee Response 6.
] (Clarksburg WV :



......................................................................................

......................................................................................

12020-  Kathy Jacquez

01-09  C & I Coordinator
113:01:3 Marion County Schools
0 Fairmont West

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

lives. T know of many people that have changed careers during their life
iand as a result of not having taken diverse courses in high school, like a
gfourth science, have been delayed in achieving their goals with their new
icareer. We need to provide our students a diverse education with a focus |
‘on core skills. We are not here to train workers for certain industries, but |
ito provide our students with the skills they will need to be successful \
gthroughout their life regardless of what changes they make in their
icareers.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

No comment

§2020— J ason Armentrout

0 1-09 %Teacher

122:55:5 Mineral County Schools
0 §Keyser WV

%Matthew Carpenter
‘Oak Hill High School
Oak Hill WV

2020-  Shanita Wine

:01-10  Science Teacher

108:56:3 Martinsburg High School
7 §Martinsburg WV

%2020— §Teresa M. Cogar

01-10  9th grade science teacher
118:50:5 NCHS

9 Hico WV

:Social Studies should be a four year requirement. American History

‘should be taught over two years. It can only be done adequately this : :

gway. Social Studies content is important in order to develop adequate  {A/C ;See Response 3
icivic responsibility for our kids so they can make the most informed, : :

_§best decisions as citizens of our country.

I support the approval of flex credits because [ believe it will allow ;See Response 1
istudents that are interested in STEM careers to better prepare for their N 5
iffutures. Please approve this measure! :

I support the “Flex credit” option to allow those STEM students to focus éSee Response 1
gon their preparatory coursework for college. 5

gPlease allow 9th grade students to take ESS as a high school graduation |
‘requirement. ESS is a valid, everyday, common sense type of science. It |
igives the 9th grade students the basics in scientific method, metric :
gsystem, their environment with surface and ground water, meteorology,
ithe atmosphere, earthquakes and volcanoes. Yes, I also spent a month on |
ithe periodic table, parts of the atom, physical and chemical changes,
§i30topes, ions, chemical reactions. Coming out of middle school, my
istudents played video games in 8th grade. They had very little science
ibackground. ESS is a good science class for these 14 year old students.
‘They can relate to most of the subject matter. Physical Science requires
‘more input, interaction, and studying from the students. My 9th graders
‘are not mature enough to engage in PS.

:See Response 6.
A/S :



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iSocial Studies should be taken much more serious than these changes |
! ! ‘would enact. As a Social Studies Educator, I believe that so many of our
%2020— %Ryan Brandenburg gnations deep rooted issues come directly from lack of knowledge of all
01-11  'WVU Graduate Student ithings Social Studies covers. By this logic, the more cuts that are made
117:31:4 Kearneysville/Morgantown ito Social Studies curriculum, the more we are investing in these issues.
8 WV Not to mention how much knowledge will have to be cut to fit all the
3 §content in such a short period of time. These changes should absolutely
inot be made to WV education.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{As a retired teacher from the state of West Virginia I am appalled at

‘what is happening in our education system. How could you possibly
gthink that shortening, almost eliminating in my opinion, the amount of
HISTORY being taught in our schools? What is happening in America?
‘Don’t you feel that all citizens, including school-aged children, should
learn everything possible about this amazing country - past and present?
I can’t believe that this is even being considered to begin with. Since my |
iretirement, I’ve been hearing so many heart-breaking things that are :
thappening in our schools today. Many things are being said by those
‘attending our schools. Our children are graduating from high school
gknowing less, in other words being dumber than those graduating only

éSee Response 1

§2020— §Stephanie Ballato iseveral years back - and you want them to actually learn less about the

01-11  {Retired Educator iereatest country in the world? I fear that it won’t be long before we no éSee Response 1
%23:09:4 §Hancock County Schools glonger hold that title. Many school students in our state are coming home§ '

7 ‘Weirton Wv qunable to remember things that they were supposedly taught that day in

ischool. Many parents have taken over the job of teacher because they are
iconcerned about their children not knowing how to do the basics in the |
gcourses their children are taking. This ranges from the elementary
ischools to the high schools. It is in the elementary schools where
ichildren learn the basics and then continue to build on them. I actually
idon’t see that happening. They don’t spend enough time on one concept
gbefore they are moving on to another one. I digress. I feel the state will
ibe making a very poor decision if they vote to approve lessening the !
‘amount of history being taught. History is our foundation. Why on earth |
‘would you not want our children to learn everything about our country
gand history as a whole?

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... N PP

2020-  Kenneth Edwards {This is a horrible idea. I'm not sure who believes that lowering N éResponse 7. The
01-12  Social Studies Teacher grequirements for graduation leads to the creation of informed citizens conosed o.lic does
101:04:3 Harrison County BOE ithat will be leading our future. I can fully say that as a high school Prop potiey

: o : .. . . . : not reduce the number :
8 :Bridgeport WV iteacher of Civics, American History, Contemporary History, and AP US | :



{History, that lowering any requirement or combining any courses into a
ione course broad overview is not beneficial in any way whatsoever.

graduation.

§T0 provide some examples of why this is a bad idea, allow me to pose a
ifew questions. How is somebody supposed to vote responsibly if they
idon’t actually take time while they are in high school to analyze political
§pa.rties and what they stand for? How is someone supposed to know how
ithey feel about a particular issue if they have not had enough education
‘of historical aspects and contexts and are unable to see the broad scope
‘of what is actually going on around them? How are people supposed to
gunderstand what is going on in their state, their nation, or the world in
igeneral if they don’t understand the differing ideologies, political
isystems, economic systems, or religions going on around them. I could
§g0 on all night about why this is a bad idea.

éSee Response 1

§Could there be some updates to high school Social Studies in WV?
iAbsolutely, but taking away the requirements and combining courses is
‘not the answer. I can personally tell you that in all of my classes,
gstudents are analyzing historical context and relating it to modern day,
ithey are debating and forming their own opinions, they are reading
‘documents that (Iet’s be honest) a lot of people don’t understand because
gthey do not know how to break it down, they are writing, they are
llooking at documents like W-2’s and learning how to deal with real life
‘responsibilities.

If we lower requirements and combine courses, they will not have time
ito accomplish any of these things and then they will just be less prepared
iwhen we send them out into the world. This will only feed into the fire
‘of today’s world where people complain that our younger generation
gisn’t prepared to be in society. 1 could talk for hours about how wrong
ithis is, but I will leave you with one request. Please do not go through
iwith this bill. Our state legislature keeps complaining that education is at
ithe bottom of barrel nationally, well how about we put more money and
gresources into it and update it so these students have a greater
‘opportunity once they leave high school. If you truly care about
ieducation and are looking to improve it, how about we show our student
‘population that we actually care about the courses taught and not look to
gget rid of them.



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iCorrection to the previous comment I made. I meant to state
ipolicy/proposal... not bill.

§Once again, [ am pleading with the State BOE to not go through will

Kenneth Edwards ithis. There is not benefit to this. Instead please look for ways to expand :
2020- . . : . : s
01-12 :Social Studies Teacher rresources that students have access to in order to properly teach the :See Response 1
Harrison County Board of  icontent at hand. Please offer more workshops with examples and A/C :
i01:19:3 ¢ . : . ; ) i
9 Education istrategies to further teach the concepts that go along with Social
Brdigeport WV ‘Studies.
éCutting back is not the solution.
iThank you for your time.
......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... R esponselsu o
to changes being '
2020-  Marilou McClung addressed.
01-12 Teacher gWe are having difficulty having students take their education seriously QN
108:25:4 ‘Capital high school iand you want to dumb it down?? Please just leave us alone. : ;The proposed policy
6 ‘Charleston West :does not reduce the
: : : : number of required
‘credits for graduation. :
I believe history should be an important part of our childrens education,
iso that history does not repeat itself. Holocaust, 911 and the three basic
: : ibranches of U.S. government are just very basic issues they should be
2020- . itouched on, but to dummy down the population is not a very good way _
; iDottie Hess i . ; :
01-12 & ito prepare students for the future. Some students love history, and what |
i iindividual i .. ] . ; IA/C :See Response 1
09:47:4 | iwill happen to those citizens - we will never install reading and | :
: ‘Charleston WV : _ _ ! :
4 iexploring history for those future adults. I don know who was chosen to
: : ‘come up with this proposal, but perhaps you need to go back and include |
:some social stdies teachers who know the importance of learning about |
thistory so that we can be prepared for the future. ‘
‘Marcia Russell §It 1s shocking to me to see this proposal given the legacy ofISenator
2020- . iByrd and remendous effort he put forth to ensure the teaching of ; .
: Higher Education Faculty . . : : :
01-12 . :American history was improved and deepened. He wrote and funded the {
i iand K-12 Professional Dev ] . ; ) . A/C :See Response 1
110:12:4 4 ‘federal TeachingAmerican History grants which supported professional ;
! ‘Consultant : : : ; :
9 ‘Camarillo Ca idevelopment for k-12 teachers to improve the teaching of history. I had
: ithe honor of providing professional development for three years in WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Both Charleston and Parkersburg as part of the grant awards WV
grecelved Given our nation’s current challenges with misinformation,
ifalse news, and a largely divided democracy, it is imperative that hlstory
‘education be strengthened and increased. You erode our democracy with |
ithis proposal. The ramifications on our nation and the people of WV are |
far beyond what must have been considered as of yet. If you had \
iconsiders the impact on democracy this proposal wouldn’t exist. It is
§truly shameful.

§T0 reduce the standards for hlstory is a mistake. Espemally in hght of

gthe rampant increase of racial and cultural bias, not to mention the recent

iincident of the police cadets displaying the Hitler salute. I believe their |

‘actions were more out of ignorance and less out of malice as they did not |

‘understand the impact of their actions as they probably are not aware of |

gthe significance of Hilters regime. It is a mistake to reduce and/or

‘eliminate the history standards taught in school. The fact that most of the | :

iyounger politicians do not really understand the framers intentions of the QA/C :See Response 3
‘Constitution of the United States of America should be a huge indication 5

2020 |
01-12  Jemnifer Collins
110:21:3  South Charleston WV

gthat history standards need to be increased, not decreased. The Board is
idoing the students of West Virginia a huge disservice and quite frankly
ithe more the standards are lowered, the dumber our society is becoming. |
{Any change in standards and curriculum should before the public to
ivote. The Board is doing a grave disservice to the people it is there to
§serve ;
§Thls proposal Just mlght be the most asinine thlng Thave heard in a long :
{ ‘time. Reduce History to one path!? It seems almost as though you are | :See Response 5
12020- ¢ i L i i . : !
0112 iRev. Shawn Parkinson dntentionally sabotaging our childrens futures so that they are \
‘Reverend icondemned to not understand the world they are going to live in. N
14:30:4 Martinsburg Wv Keeping them without a proper education keeps them maleable and \
3 g Keeping th ut a prop n keeps then _ See Response 1
! :easily manipulated right? You are dooming these children, this must :
INOT stand!
! ‘Patricia Dillon ‘The proposed changes to the social studies requirements would not be in | :
12020- §Social Studies ithe best interest of our students--and ALL of you know it!! It would be
01-12 & . ‘disastrous--maybe not to all of us "old"” people who won be around to See Response 1
| iTeacher/Coord. Retired i L
115:34:5 ‘witness the results of our future leaders being in the dark about so many
Mingo County Schools i . J oA
5 iy important lessons learned by those who came before them! Especially in
i Dingess WV i i
' ' a world that becomes smaller every day--our students need all the



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iinformation they can get!! T could go on for pages...but YOU already
know why Im right!!!

: : I think this is a bad decision. Our children need an extensive education ‘See Response 1
2020- iin history. If we fail to provide this to them then there would be a chance | :
01-12 ‘Anthony Smith of failure by history repeating itself. I think it is bad enough that they | AJC P o
:18:43:0 Petersburg WV idon’t teach cursive in grade school anymore leaving the chance of our | :Cursive writing is :
5 gyounger generations failing to be able to read important documents from required in grades two
: : ‘our founding fathers. through four. '
2020- | - . . s :
it is a poor decision to condense courses that are so fundamental in ‘See Response 3
'01-12  Cortney Brock : . ) : : ) : 5 P
§20: 051 §He dgesville WV §und§rstand1ng Soc1§ty and .the American culture. Hlsto_ry and social A/C
7 §studles courses are just as important as a math or English course.
1 was not informed as to what place [ should leave a comment, but my | ‘ '
gconcern is for the matter that has been brought to my attention that has
‘been stated that our state is has been contemplating the removal of some |
ivery important history classes! My concern is that if these students are |
: : not given proper education on the history of our state our nation and of
§2020— ‘our world then they will not be properly prepared not will they be proper
01-12 Meaghan gcitizens. These classes are extremely important to the youth of our AJC ;See Response 3
120:19:1 Mt. Hope Wv icountry we have to many intelligent teachers and students in this state to |
il 3 iallow such intelligence to go to waste. I will close by saying I hope that
gyou will take interest into our youth and give them the best foot forward

iinto the future by allowing them to have the best education possible
‘because knowledge is power and you should want these young men and
iwoman to succeed and to bring success to our state and country. Thank
tyou!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

il am very concerned with this policy. Forcing social studies teachers to

{limit their historical and social topics is not wise and would be mocking

gmy History degree in addition to letting down our state’s youth. Our

istate is filled with wonderful (and some not so wonderful, yet still ! 5
gimportant to our being, none-the-less) and rich history. Over and over ‘See Response 3
iagain [ hear West Virginians pride themselves in coming from a state A/C 5
gwith so much history, yet now we are attempting to lessen how much of

it our future generation will need to learn? Making teachers choose to |

italk about the military aspect of World War II rather than the Holocaust

lor the other fronts is just taking away such a large part of world history

gthat affected so many people. Forcing them to choose whether or not

2020-  Ashley Mills
01-12  Public Concern
§21 221:0 §Teacher

11 ‘Walton WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ithey have time for important elements of history so that our youth will |
‘be able to understand and rationalize what happened in the past and how |
git fits into today’s society is unsettling to say the least. Fitting all of the
iworld and country and state history into one year is not enough. Our \
‘current period of time is society is already beginning to see fall out from |
ivears and years of tension. Many of these high school students may be |
gfaced with joining a war in the near future, and without understanding
thow and why things are happening in the present because of past affairs,
ithey may not fully understand the need or cause of what is or will be
‘happening. More and more citizens of West Virginia are losing hope in
gthis state and it’s educational system because of proposed policies such
ias this. My own family members are looking into home schooling my
iyoung relatives due to the lack of concern and care from the school
'systems. Having my own infant son, and being a substitute teacher in

gthls state, | am very worried with where the future of the state’s
ieducational system will guide our young people, my child included. ThlS
iis not the right decision and we (the concerned public) can only hope

gthat you will see how horrible this proposal really is.

;See Response 3

2020- |

01-12  Ed George
22:26:4 Middlebourne WV
s

%2020_ %Cynthia Cox
:01-13 ¢

08:25:0 iGrandmorher
= Bluewell WV

H
s
N
3
3
H
H
N
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More US history should be taught, not less. And instead of using

gstandard textbooks having bias, original documents should be studied, :
§learned, and debated. Writings such as the Constitution, Federalist A/C
‘Papers; authors such as John Locke are all that is needed for a basis of |
gcurriculum for many years and semesters of study.

;Instructional materials
are a local level
§decisi0n.

Tagree 100%.

gThose who try to forget history or fail to teach it are destined to repeat ‘

it.

It is a sad day when the value of education has been reduced to "outside

istake holders."

‘Tust because history makes many uncomfortable with WW2 and :
gVietnam or the Holocaust does not make it irrelevant facts. A/C
‘Many hate slavery existed and can complain freely now because it did |
‘happen and even that freedom which they complain about was made

gpossible because history when taught teaches the mistakes to learn from

iand why it is important to never repeat it again.

I never appreciated the value of history, social studies, and even WV : :
§hist0ry in school when learning it.

éSee Response 1



T was a student who learned whatever was needed in that moment to pass
a test.

§It wasn until [ became an adult and a parent and now a grandparent that [
{learned and appreciate the values I gained from the facts of these
iclasses.

Tt wasn until [ met many who served from WW?2 and Vietnam Veteran
§and Desert Storm Veterans hat [ appreciated and respected all the
‘Veterans saw, experienced and endured that I began to value history.
{As it wasn just a book anymore!

It was real lives affected.

§It wasn until I voted for the first time and even now and every political
dletter I have wrote or political contact [ have made and even fighting to
iadvocate for childrens programs that [ have learned to appreciate the
lefforts of history that taught and motivated me to whatever challenges I
gface today to overcome them.

It was those building blocks of diverse education of history classes that
iapply to real life that gave me the courage to rise above.

‘And not to accept whatever economical detriments occur because of
ipolitics that I cannot change. But to accept them and create new
istrategies that work for me and my family that goes against the grain to
‘keep us sustainable against all odds.

gHistory teaches us these things when taking all their faults to change
ithem and not repeat them.

{Even the bible is full of history and teaches the values of learning from
ithe past.

gThe Old Testament is as valuable as the New Testament.

:Because without the Old Testament we would never know why
ieverything is the way it is.

How and why Jesus makes us grace possible and why we need him!
gWhy sin 18 so wrong to do.

‘Why sin is merely a choice. Because the more we learn of the bible the
imore disciplined we should become in our souls to do the right thing the
first time because we learned and know better.

§Hist0ry in education teaches this also.

iAnd though, many students may not appreciate nor respect the classes
‘while in school.

You better believe even the knowledge they gain that they learned for a
‘test will stick them with them when they become an adult when it is



iapplied to real life.

I never respected WV history as student. Until I became a working adult.
gWhen I paid taxes. When I traveled all over this state for USPS and for
ithe 2000 and 2010 Census and learned the back hills and hollers and
icitizens for myself.

T learned about economy and employer slavery from the very coal
§industries that built McDowell County up and how politics and lack of
iinvestments also became its demise.

I learned from many in the county who lived in coal sponsored homes
iand properties how little say they had when forced to move off the "free
gland or free homes" they had.

{And how at one time, mineral rights - including coal - must compensate
ithe landowner to sale their property back to the coal company because
ithese were the many communities I grew up in of peoples lives that the
gcoal history directly impacted.

‘Which also was an awakening as a working adult to analyze and draw
my own economical strategies to help my family thrive and survive
‘against political detriments.

iHistory and economy go hand in hand.

i{And when we neglect to teach one we will falter the other and that
‘demise will be none as we have ever seen.

gPeople haven known poverty as they will when they don have the facts
iof history and when they don have the experiences of others to draw
itheir own conclusions too that gives them hope to improve their lives.
‘Companies would not succeed and thrive without their own historical
gfinancial and transaction documentation that teaches and define their
isuccesses, failures and when their break even point is.

{History is relevant in everything!

‘Because history also teaches survival and when we deprive others from
%gaining the education to equip their life to survive than we cripple them
:and set them up for government dependency and failures before they
‘ieven have a chance to thrive!

{Thats the value of history and thats why it should not be eliminated nor
gdecreased.

iAnd given the political climate and uncertainty of economical
isustainability after Trump leaves office - people need to cling to history
‘more now than ever in this frigid and divided political atmosphere we
live in of WV and the USA.



...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Because once Democrats take hold again - disassembling everything
‘positive that Trump has tried to do will happen and when that occurs -
gmany will be clueless.

{Even if this incompetent generation of entitlement, revenge, lazy, selfish
iand narcissistic people won accept reality of the deceit going on in
ipolitics they will get the lesson and test when it is too late because the
§Very essentials of historical knowledge that could have potentially saved
ithem will be the very deprivations that led to their demise of government
icontrol.

I know from experience how the intellect mind works.

I have been blessed and cursed to be employed by them and for them.
{And nothing intimidates a deceitful person that uses intellect to
imanipulate and control people with fear that someone not afraid to
idebate them or inquiry them.

I have always been fearless and shameless in these regards. Because a
ipiece of paper from college that "accreditates” someone is never as
ivaluable to have as the experience of someone whose has lived the
‘education in which others falter because they cannot teach what they
énever been thru nor done their self.

;Response 8: The
éproposed policy still

If history is not taught then it may be repeated and there are a lot of required three, and

3?210 3; Rebecca Bledsoe glessons that should have been learned from the past and never repeated. éop tionally four, SOClal :
§08?3 60 11950 ‘This may happen if students are not taught enough about history. [do ~ {A/C istudies credits.
7 T Huntlngton WV gnot think studies should be reduced to just one. Please don do this, it '

imay just harm the future of our children. :
: :See Response 1

%2020 If our children are not required to learn about past civilizations, and the

‘mistakes and success of them, they may not predict the consequences of

01-13  Michelle Romanek : .. . . !

! : icurrent policies and social norms. History lessons are already condensed {A/C

108:59:2 ‘Wheeling WV : . A

4 : ito names and dates, without much examination of cause and effect. !

EPlease requlre MORE hlstory rather than less. !

EThe roposed amendment to consohdate history education into on

\2020— \Devon Kalo prop : Y . . : :

01-13 ' Wheeline Wv ‘course 1s a gross lack of understanding of our education system. Social A/C See Response 1
3 : & §stud1es classes teach students to think critically on humanlty S past to see | 3 P



‘where mistakes were made and how we can improve life in the future.
‘Consolidating history into one course will truncate the time teachers can
gspend on any one topic, harming our students” ability to learn and
understand their past. This will NOT make them better citizens capable
‘of working in our country because they will not be able to make
idecisions and Learn from the past.

:2020-  Randy Auvil . .. . .

' o iSocial Studies is very important to students. It is a gauge to tell us where
i{01-13  {Principal : .

! ! iwe are and have been. We can learn from history not to repeat but A/S
09:46:5 {School ‘modify our thinkin

5 ‘Alderson WV s y 8

I am in favor of this;

A part of the revisions which may be of particular interest to science
ieducators is the Flex Credit on page 12 of the document. It is included in
ithe listing of the 22 graduation requirements for high school. See details
‘below.

22 total credits required- 10 prescribes- 12 personalized

§Subject
2020- :
01-13
10:21:2

Adam Cook !
Teacher iGraduation Requirement
MHS High :

‘ N éSee Response 1
Martinsburg WV §Personalized Course Options 5

e

Flex Credit
1 Personalized Credit

‘A CTE Foundational Course (encouraged at grades 9 & 10)
‘A Computer Science Course

A fourth Social Studies Course

{A fourth Science Course

§Additional Course Options



AP Course

%Other CTE courses based on student need and interest
gSee Computer Science Options

%See Science Course Options

%See Social Studies Course Options

%See Career & Technical Education

§At this time, 3 science courses are required for graduation and 4 are
irequired for social studies. If the Flex Credit is approved, students may
still choose to take 4 social studies courses four graduation, OR they
gmay choose to take only 3 social studies course and take a science,
icomputer science, or a CTE course. This will make it easier for students
ito fit an additional STEM course into their schedules.

‘Policy 2520.4 the ‘
‘West Virginia College

éand Career Readiness '
;Smndards for Social ‘
‘Studies has civics
‘embedded into all K-
;12 social studies
écourses. Additionally,
‘West Virginia state :
‘code and Policy 2510
érequire civics for
égraduation; due to
‘overwhelming
écomments, social
éstudies will remain at
;four required credits.

§A11 schools need to teach more real life experience material. Things
ipeople need as they become adults. Teach more CIVICS, teach how to
‘apply for a job and how to do your own tax return.Bring back more
ghome economics and shop courses. These are things people need to live
ion their own. Teach them how to cook so they don't try to live on fast
ifood.

‘AL DANAS

Retiree

§F0rmer PA school board
‘Pres.

HUNTINGTON WV

2020-
i01-13
11:18:5

A/C

-



T Yy
‘credit will be

‘removed.
In regard to math programming at the high school, there should be "real :
life" math options that are not higher level math courses. This could be
‘beneficial to students that are special needs as well as those that need
istronger basic math to make them career ready and where the higher
imath courses would not benefit them. Many students may leave high AJS : :
ischool to enter the workforce or training programs without the ‘Policy allows students
: : :appropriate skills for these paths. Financial competency and "household” | ‘to utilize financial :
.y ‘math for independent living are needed. These skills are necessary for | i
i2020-  iFric D. Croasmun i cep 8a Y | §a1gebra and applied
01-13 §Princi al icareer readiness and the requirements for Algebra [, Il and Geometry are : ‘statistics, which are !
P not sufficient for this preparation. We need to prepare all West Virginia | ‘both real-world math. |
112:52:3 :Pleasants County Schools ) ) ) i 5 <
: : istudents and allow pathways in Mathematics for not just those who are _
13 Belmont WV ! . :
ientering college. :See Response 1
gHigh School Social Studies should require at minimum- 2 Years of N
‘American History and 1 year of American Civics Government. World |
thistory should be left as-is in Middle School and not be taught in high
ischool. The 4th social studies course should be global issues with
ieconomics. (I am a former social studies teacher with a social studies
‘education degree.)
e —— R o — —
013 §Mary Kay Cascarelli :See Response 1
iGrand mother iThe flex credit is a good idea. iN :
114:23:4 : {
1 iStonewood : '
! T am very concerned about the possible down-grading of social studies
§2020 : ;standards for our WV students. This action would take a lot of important | 5
‘Frank Shomo ‘material out of the curriculum that our students really need to be aware Qee Response 1
i01-13 ¢ . . . ) . : :
: Rev. Dr. :of in this day and age. I can see no logical reason to take this action {A/C
:16:04:4 : . !
" :Scott Depot WV :except to keep students ignorant of facts that would help them be
iinformed citizens and voters. [urge you to put this proposal aside

‘permanently!



;The proposed policy
‘does not reduce the

number of required
‘credits for graduation.

2020- |
§01_13 §Kenneth E Jones Jr

.. ilaxpayer
§18'00'0 Berkeley Springs WV

....................................................................................

§WV is pushing to condense the teaching of high school history to one
icourse.

=]
S
]
v

;See Response 1

01-14 %KimLovinski §Eliminating history credits is wrong. Our current political situation is
:08:07:5 South Charleston WV ievidence that MORE education in this area is needed.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

: :See Response 1
it is essential to maintain 4 years of Social Studies. :
Lewisburg WV

e b A R A A R R R S A AR A

Enrollment in WV
;Pre—K program is
évoluntary; however,
‘once a child is
éenrolled, attendance
émust follow W. Va.
‘Code §18-8-1 et seq.,
iin accordance with

I am vert concerned that attendance is not being encouraged from an : R
‘West Virginia Board

iearly stage: resulting in poor habits being formed. Although preschool is | : :
‘Stacy Dietz not mandated, the school and county attendance report includes all .of Education (WVBE) !

H

3(1)_2& §Principal gsmdents in the school system, including preschoolers. This seems to be ;Policy 2525, Each.
: | N icounty must establish

\ éand implement a _
éprovision for working :
éwith families whose |
‘children are
échronically absent _
éandlor tardy that does :
énot penalize the
family for acting in |
éthe best interest of the
échild, but provides '
ésupports for the

09:57-0 :Bethlehem Elementary icounterproductive and often leads to misrepresentation when associating
i« School ia balanced score to a school or county. My suggestion is either make

N

=

Wheeling WV gpreschool mandatory so that we can start encouraging the routine of
iregular attendance, or do not count the preschool if they are not
‘mandated to attend. Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts.
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:development of
épositive attendance
‘habits. Each county
émust have procedures
;in place to ensure
éregular attendance and
follow-up with :
éfamilies when

échildren are

éfrequently absent
‘and/or tardy. Each
écounty must have a
épre—k disenrollment i
éprocess in place. Pre-
'k attendance is not |
éconsidered as part of
éthe Balanced
éScorecard.

:2020-

3

Carol Williams

01-14 I object to the change proposed that would decrease the number of :See Response 1
: Ms. : . . . . A/C :

111:36:1 icredits or courses for Social Studies and US history.

Shepherdstown wv !

|

Policy # 2510 -- Reduction of social studies requirements. [ strongly
goppose reducing the number of social studies classes required for WVs
istudents to graduate. Many of our students will only learn about the
lissues provided in social studies classes in their schools. But our
Republic depends on an educated electorate, especially pertaining to our
glocalities, states, and nation as well as international information.
‘Reducing the requirements will make WV less attractive to families who
‘want their children to be well educated. Please reconsider the proposal to
‘reduce social studies requirements. Cordially, Helen Gibbins

A A A A A A R A A A A A A A R A A A A A A A L A A A A A A A A A A A A AR L TR
s

12020-  Zach Harman
01-14  Student
:11:57:4 Concord University

Bluefield WV

2020-
01-14

;See Response 1
11:49:5 :

Helen Gibbins

Huntington WV AC

=)

]

@

gThe measure to minimize the requirements for Social Studies education
iis shocking. It would certain have a negative impact on the public
ieducation system.

éSee Response 1



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020- | - : . : . . s :
§01_1 4 §Carol Williams §I oppose any decrease in the requirements for Social Studies. Im :See Response 1
M. irepeating this because Im not sure my previous comment was in the A/C :
113:08:2 | s s
0 :Shepherdstown wv icorrect box. Thanks!
Renee Mahon : :
2020- : ; 3 ]
01-14 :School Counselor ‘Response is unclear as :
1 529:3 ‘Taylor County Middle :My purpose is to comment on Policy 2510. N to changes being :
4 ‘School :addressed.
‘Grafton WV : : 5

‘Whatever has possessed you to shorten History/Social Studies for WV
: kids!! If there has ever been a time in the history of this country when
12020-  Gloria Martin ‘we need to be educating citizens - kids included - about the history of
01-14  retired - advocate for DV ‘our country and the responsibilities of citizens, it is now. You should be | :See Response 1
115:38:2 victims INCREASING the number of hours of these curricula. How can you tell
7 Lewisburg WV iwhere you are going if you don know where you have been!!

Democracy functions best with informed citizens. Please reconsider your
iproposal. ‘

‘The Raleigh County Board of Education requires 24 credits to graduate. \
SAS a county staff, we appreciate the level of flexibility in the draft Pohcy
12510 revision for many reasons:

{0 Since West Virginia’s College Going Rate for 2017-2018 school year
Ewas 52.6%, which leaves 47.4% of students who are not going to

icollege, we believe the local school districts need the flexibility to
‘address post-secondary plans of all students, not just the college going
istudents.

2020- §Mary Ann Foster ‘0 The new Flex Credit will help our county accommodate the

01-15  Principal ‘educational needs of all our students. See Response 1
110:46:1 Raleigh County-SSHS ‘0 The transition of one social studies credit to the required flex credit '

7 %Shady Spring WV ‘course option allows flexibility to all students based on their interests

: %and postsecondary plans, while still keeping the state minimum

igraduation requirements at 22 credits and Raleigh County’s minimum
igraduation requirements of 24 credits. !
In our county, the Flex Credit will provide the student with the followmg
gchomes

i0 A 4th social studies credit if his/her postsecondary plans include a
§social studies concentration, or

§o A 4th science credit if he/she 1s STEM minded, or



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘0 A computer science course if he/she is interested in a computer sc1ence
icareer, or

go A CTE foundational course based on his/her future plans.

i- The Flex Credit options both strengthens and personalizes the
‘graduation requirements for each individual student.

i- The one size fits all approach to learning and coursework no longer
gmeets the needs of our digital and technologically oriented students and
iclassrooms. As educational leaders, we need to support these efforts to
iindividualize coursework to student interest, aptitude, and postsecondary
iplans.

I wish to point out the grave mistake the legislature is making by
ireducing social studies requirements for public education. As a
P ‘sociologist and educator, these classes are crucial to fosterin
2020~ {Erin Hudnall §denlocritic values, personal autonomy, and general understalgldin s of
i01-15  Researcher : - P ¥ g &

: ;See Response 1
ithe political process and the important historical events that have shaped 5

A/C

112:11:0 West Virginia Universit ; : : .

{ { & Y \them. There is nothing more unAmerican than denying our students :

11 Morgantown WV : . . . :

iaccess to our history and empowering them with the knowledge to

‘understand and partake in the political process. Please consider revising

ithis policy to keep our social studies education strong. Thank you.

§2020 In favor of pathway

_ Paige Gosselt L : . - o
01-15 U8 T support the initiative to encourage all counties to provide a pathway for | [or reentry into public :
3 Mrs. : : : ASS :schools :
i12:13:0 | ireentry into high school. :

5 Gay WV s

12020- !

01-15 gMember See Response 1

1 5.55:4 §We The People of iPlease do not omit a Social Studies Course from the Senior Studies IA/C

0 =" Hampshsire Co. : %

‘Romney WV '

I homeschooled my son from 9th grade, 2nd semester until graduation. I

iwithdrew him from Raleigh County and was harassed because of my

: Heaeicl . - . { {In favor of pathway
2020- idecision. I was told that if he ever wanted to enroll in public school, he | : : o
i01-15  Katherine Michalsky ‘would be exactly where he left, regardless of age or circumstances. The |, ¢ [or reentry into public
119:20:4 §Prmceton WV iboard was very nasty to us. §SCh001S

0 : : '

iWe moved to Mercer County and it was a complete change. They were |

§support1ve We were told that if he wanted to enroll in public School he | : :



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

;In favor of pathway |
for reentry into public
schools :

‘Tim Hontz
Beckley WV

‘Carol Williams :
Director of Special Services {"self-contained” defined. If the purpose of the cameras is to protect non-
Lewis County Schools :
§West0n West

§Max Flomen

Dr.

§West Virginia University
Morgantown WV

keith miller

teacher

hardy county schools
%baker WV

Richard Cobb
Mr.
icyclone West

‘Carolyn Henderson
‘Director
Last Days Home School

icould do testing. He would not be penalized for being homeschooled. |
iAshley Vaughn from the Mercer County Board of Education is amazing! |
gShe is for the best interest of the student! This is exactly how it should \
ibe. Only in the best interest of the children!

I support providing a pathway for homeschool to public education re-

ientry in grades 9-12. A/S

'self-contained classrooms (HB 632), it would be helpful to have the term

A/C

iverbal” students and the staff who serve them, would the therapy rooms

g(speech, OT, PT) also have to be under surveillance to protect these
isame children?

gThiS comment page is comical maybe you should check out some other
‘comment pages I don think there should be a limit on histroy in High
§School young people who can tell you who or what was a minute man is
ishould be taught American Histroy and aren NOW!!! :

gWhen students complete an accredited course through a homeschool !
iprogram ... credit should be given by the school they are returning to. So |
ffor example a student trying to enroll in 11 th grade after homeschooling
9 th and 10 th... should be given credit for courses taken... if testing :

With the mandate and funding provided for cameras to be installed in |

Definition added to
‘glossary.

gReducing social studies classes from two to one courses will seriously '

impact our young people and, over the long haul, undermine the civic |
‘culture of our state. An informed, historically-minded citizenry is critical A/C
§t0 sustaining the democratic culture of the republic. Without history, do

iwe really have a future?

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘This policy lessens, rather than strengthens, rigor in our public schools.

%As a result, our students will be graduated further behind students in :
‘iother states. To enact this policy as written will only weaken our N
‘education system, and make it more difficult for students to compete in |
fields that our state desperately needs.

Policy 2510 sets the
éminimum requirement :
:for graduation. The |
‘number of social

‘studies courses a :
‘student takes is a local :
level decision. 5

;In favor of pathway
for reentry into public
ischools :

éSee Response 8

éSee Response 1

‘Response is unclear as
to changes being '
:addressed.



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Group ireveals an average or above level of knowledge in the particular area of |
Fairmont WV istudy... this would be a perfectly logical solution to the transfer of credit
3 gproblem .... with no additional testing or documentation required by the
:school board or the parent.

.........................................................................................................................................................................................

iThis proposal as a whole is a misguided attempt at arbitrarily changing
ithe educational standards for the state. Especially when it comes to
ghistory. History is something that should be learned in all its forms and
ishapes. As I tell my students "If you do not learn from history, you are
‘doomed to repeat it." By taking history out of school, even a little bit
ithey will not be able to know the trials that we as a people have gone
gthrough and will make those same mistakes as out ancestors have. Also
iin everyday life we talk about how students do not know history, or do
not know how government works, and that students need to know all
ithis for when they go out into the real world. What this proposal does it
gmakes it harder for them to do it. You want them to know all this but
iyou are making it harder for us as teachers to do it.

.......................................................................................

STEM is a good thing, however for far to long, history has been the

§Jerem Floi :forgotten son that is left in the corner to starve. But here is the fact as

0020- Loy ‘you in the State Board of Education and in the National Government ,

! ‘History Teacher : . . ! :

01-17 i, . . ‘must understand. When looking at scores of not just WV, but also { ;

‘Weirton Madonna High : o ) ) ) A/C :See Response 1
i08:17:2 ‘School ‘countries in the read world, we are not as behind as you might think we |

7 ‘Weirton WV §3.re. When you look at other countries. you must realize that the students
! ithat are taking the tests are the best and brightest as those are the only
\ kids in some countries that are taking the test. The other students never

gget to that part as they are put in other vocational tracks well before. An
iexample of this is Japan and Korea. With this system there is also a
thigher suicide rate among High School age students. In the United
States, and West Virginia, it is everybody that takes the test. From the
gbrightest students to those in the special educational track and while
thopefully everybody does their best, there are more students and more
tvariety of students that take the test verses other countries.

If you wish to make change to benefit students you should focus on :
:attendance rates, more options for classes with different tracks, and more |
irespect for High School teachers as grade schools get to much :
‘smothering while High School have to fend for themselves. I also
gsupport charter schools as it will create competition and force schools



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iand teachers to do better. Yet none of this can happen if you change
thistory as it is the most important subject.

‘Thank You for your time.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

! il am writing to express my opposition to this policys reduction of the
‘number of history credits to graduate from high school in West Virginia.
gHistory courses have been continuously de-emphasized in the state, as
‘well as the nation as a whole, in order to place more emphasis on
isubjects that are tested on standardized tests. While standardized testing
ican help college-bound students be more competitive outside of the state

g(and provide data to demonstrate "improvement”), removing World
iHistory as a required course only serves to make our students less
icompetitive in an increasingly global world. World Historys crucial goal |
is to open students minds to other peoples and cultures that are not their
gown. In a state that is racially homogeneous like West Virginia, it may
ibe the only class where students are exposed to different cultures. For
iour minority students, it is the only class where their ancestors will be
‘taught. History is often told from the European perspective. By cutting
: gWorld History, the state Board of Education will be depriving students

2020-  iTim Triveri iof the opportunity to appreciate multiple perspectives of history. The

:01-17  History Teacher ‘world will become increasingly confusing to our students in West

109:22:1 {Wheeling Park High School %Virginia. If they ever leave the state at any point, turn on the news,

N 5

—_—

%Wheeling WV ‘watch a television show, ete, they will be viewing a world in which they |
thave no understanding of and no connection to. The way to increase :
istudent involvement in school is to connect with students on a personal
glevel about who they are, where they come rom, and why our lives are
thow they are. My World History students have expressed this to me
numerous times. They may complain about doing work and thinking, but |
ithey always come back the next year expressing how much they
gappreciated World History. I will close with two quotes that [ believe
iillustrate my points best.

§"To study foreign affairs without putting ourselves into others shoes is to
ideal in illusion and to prepare students for a lifelong misunderstanding
§0f our place in the world." - Paul Gagnon, historian, 1988

g"As long as you are convinced you have never done anything, you can
inever do anything.” - Malcolm X, civil rights activist, 1965
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‘Response 9: Due to
éoverwhelming
éresponse and its
éexistence in state |
écode, the definition of
Jesson plan was :
éremoved.

2020-
01-17
112:17:0

‘T Smith
‘Teacher

Ruth Gines

§Michael Ross
§Winfield WV

%Pamela Stover

‘Classroom Teacher
‘Kanawha County Board of
Education

St. Albans WV

Jennifer Butler
New Martinsville WV

Jerry Jarman

§Sincerely,

{The flex credit is a good idea. N

Im opposed to the scahng back of Social Studies Studies competency for

istudents. Students in WV do not have a comprehension of civics,
thistorical events that have affected our society, and a clear
gunderstanding of our State and Federal Government branches and
‘authority. Im opposed to scaling back credits required. Im unsure if this
iis the area to make my overall comment, but hope its seen!

N
3
3
H
H
N
H
5
H
H
N
H
3
3

I believe that individual teacher plans should be made and utilized
{ONLY for the purpose of informing the substitute of the daily or weekly
gcurrlculum for that particular classroom. The plans should Not have to 3
icontain across grade-level standards, specific standard learning targets,
inor processes to support thoughtful instruction. Teachers should have
ithe openness to write their lesson plans for any substitute to utilize.
gMore time is needed to prepare/teach classes, and not so much time in
ilesson plan making for a substitute to follow.

N
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3

§1t is depriving children of American heritage. They need to be taught all A/C
iparts of history so they can understand why some things happened. :

Hystory needs taught more in schools not less! 4 not 3 credits! A/C

‘The flex credit is good , it will give our students choices. N

{The requirements for lesson plans are in state code. Remove this from
ithe policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.

‘Tim Triveri, teacher

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

Jack Lambert Jr.
‘Owner !
Jacks Gun Sales

:See Response 1
Saulsville Wv

;See Response 1

éSee Response 9



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§Crystal Adkins
‘Sped Teacher
'AFT
§Rivesville Wv

gThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the
ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else™.

H
H
N
H
5
H
H
N
H

2020-
01-19
112:19:1

%Stacy Snyder
‘Charleston WV

‘Thomas Stark
‘Weston West

(Chastity Miller
CHARLESTON WV

I support the initiative to encourage all counties to provide a pathway for
ireentry into high school.

§Overall, this is a good start, but there are a significant number of policy
ipoints included herein that still require districts to adhere to specific :
llegal and policy requirements set at the state level. One size does not fit
gall. This policy generally does not go nearly far enough in relinquishing
ithe vise-like control from the state level. Local control does not mean
thaving breadcrumbs tossed to pacify the people. It means the local
‘people and their elected officials CONTROL the local communitys
gschools and the education their children receive within the general
istandards mandated to be under state control by the constitution of WV.
Does not go nearly far enough.

‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |

A/S
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;In favor of pathway |
;for reentry into public |
éschools ‘

éSee Response 5

éSee Response 9

‘Aileen Curfman
self
:Shepherdstown WV

§and in their personal lives. As Americans struggle with changes in our
‘population, our economy, and our situation among other nations, we
:need more time learning about our history, not less.

ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. A/C
gPohcy 2510 would reduce the time spent on our history by half. Students

:are already rushed through American history, with little time to learn

iabout long past events and how they affect current events. These
istudents will be the citizens who must make wise choices at the polls A/C

Rondia J Smith

‘Teacher

‘Kanawha County Teacher
§Cross Lanes West

gPlease remove the lesson plans definition out of the glossary .
‘Thank you.



...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iPolicy 2510 concerns me as both a teacher and a parent of a high school
gsmdent in Kanawha County.

gMy daughter plans to go out of state for college, she needs history
iclasses that cover our global society in order to be prepared for college,
‘work, and life outside of West Virginia so that she may be successful.
§W0rld History and Geography are essential courses for our students.

iAs an English teacher I think it is important to point out that my classes
icorrespond with and compliment the history classes. The alignment
%between these two core courses exists for a reason. This hoelistic
iapproach gives students a better understanding of both key subjects, the
{information taught in both, and life skills.

! Kim Hundley
‘Teacher
‘Charleston WV

éSee Response 1
A/C :

gAt this time in history we probably need more history content being
itaught, not less. Civics need to be pushed so that our students can
ibecome true citizens of our country.

I honestly believe that lowering the history requirements will only hurt
iour students and be a disservice to the state of West Virginia.

i2020:\“ ‘Samantha Elswick
01-21 Please take into consideration remove the definition of lesson plans from
i iGE Classroom Teacher

§12:35:1 Charleston West §P011cy 2510.

TGS

H
H
H
H
4
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H
H

L am opposed to the reduction of the required number of hours of social
istudies. Considering the dismal social studies test scores West Virginia
istudents have received, the logic of requiring them to study less flies by
ime.
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: ‘William Deegans !

i11:36:4 Lewisburg WV I recently enjoyed an exhibit of American women artists at the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts. As we approached the exhibit. a question was
‘posted on the wall: Can you name 5 American women artists?

A/C éSee Response 1

12020-  iRachael Copley Please remove the definition, from the glossary, of lesson plans with the

5
3

i01-22  Teacher ‘added items.
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‘Kanawha County Schools
§Cross Lanes WV

:See Response 1

2020-
01-23
102:09:4

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

‘Cat Pleska
Teacher
:Scott Depot wv

%Tina Foster
‘SpEd Teacher
GCS
§Glenville West

‘michele hine
Ranson West

‘michele hine
Ranson West

‘Kim Conway

‘teacher

‘Wayne Schools
§Huntingt0n WV

Lesli Walsh
Lewisburg West

gMore regulations that teachers need to adhere to are not helping to catch |
istudents up who have missed out on foundational education. :

gThe idea of reducing important subjects such as history is patently bad
iand damaging policy. If you don know how an expanded education is
gimportant, please listen to those of us in the field of teaching and raising A/C
«children and well tell you that the plan for reduction of basic knowledge

is folly. Unfair. Abusive. Yes. I said abusive. Curriculum must be :
iexpanded, not reduced.

§Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their
{English 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit
iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and
gdevalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is.

3
3
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3
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A/C

éPolicy 2510 does not
éaddress curriculum.

éCurriculum decisions
‘are made at the local
level.

gReducing the SS requirements from 4 to 3 does impact SS Teachers.
However, school systems could offer the 4th year and offer non

itraditional classes like political science, psychology courses, or even :
isociology.

;Response 10: ‘
‘Prescribed English
icredits will be set at
‘three, along with one
épersonalized credit.
‘The standards for the
new fourth course
‘options have been
éwritten in alignment |
:and to the rigor of the |
‘English 12 standards. :

§Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their
{English 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit
iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and

éSee Response 10
§devalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is. :

;Response is unclear as
ito changes being
:addressed.

gThere is no reason to change lesson plan requirements. How teachers are | '
idoing them serve the purpose of educating children and teachers do not

éSee Response 9.



12072 needanythmgelserequlredbythem”Theyhaveenough .........................................................................................................................
9 rresponsibilities currently !!

: .1 - minor. Instead of counties, consider "county boards.” Counties, in

: :Howard OCull i ; ; ; .
12020- i . . ithis context, is an irregular term. Same suggestion throughout. CBEM in |
: iExecutive Director : i . . :
0123 Lo icertain contexts (6.4.a) may be better termed, "county board" without

{ ‘West Virginia School : .

. ireference to county board of education members - the county board as a

: iBoard Association . .. .
0 : ‘whole (corporate) provides decision-making not county board of

‘Charleston WV i . . . .
: ‘education members. Admittedly, these are style considerations.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020- Dale Lee

01-23  'WVEA President
116:06:0 ‘WVEA

3 _§Charlest0n \AY

JPawiciaKidd 1
‘Teacher ‘Teachers already spend a great deal of time on Lesson Plans. Please do | 5
Lincoln County School ot make our job harder by making the lesson plans more arduous. This {A/C :See Response 9

District itakes away from the prep time for activities and hands on lessons.
Hamlin WV :

2020-  [Fred Taylor : 3 :
%01—24 %Retired Teacher 'See Response 1
110:02:3 ‘WVEA Retired Teachers :

6 §Spencer WV

AR R R A L AR L A L R A AR LR R AR L AR L R L R L AR L R L AR L AR LR R AR LR A AR LA AR LA A AR AR AL AR A AR AR AR A n s

12020-  :Suzanne McDonald

01-24  Mrs . éSee Response 1
110:58:5 Parent gPohcy 2510 I support FLEX N

5 Morgantown WV :

;New language was
‘created to identify .
istaff or county boards
‘of education '
émembers.

%The definition of Lesson Plans does not need to be included in the :
‘Glossary of Terms in this policy. It is clearly defined in statute and what A/C :See Response 9
iis included in the policy is not compatible with what is in code. ; :

oo {Teachers will appreciate the much needed flexibility given to them | &
3(1)_2204; §ED§:£t§zljc]g(icr)Zlgt{)r ithrough this revised policy. Our members are in agreement that the high |

§12_ 08:3 WV Professional Educators gschool Social Studies credits should remain the same. A/C ;See Response 1
1 T §South Charleston WV §Thanks to the Dept. of Education, Supt. Paine, and the State Board of !
{Education for all the great work!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

! ! ‘Please leave ELA the way it currently. Changing it will cause to many
%2020— %Crystal Adkins lissues because the colleges do not offer the certification to have a :
§01—24 §Teacher greading class and an English Class. AJC 3
113:13:4 {AFT :See Response 9

7 Rivesville WV {Pleas leave the lesson plan alone. Code 18 A and a policy should not be :
§changed that goes against the code.

éSee Response 10



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

'§126-42-2 Purpose

Reducing the credits allows the student to take a computer class, a l ‘

%201 9 STEM class, a class in the arts that is of interest, a special elective SS

12 16_ ifocused class. These classes can make a difference for the student. The |

e ‘WV Parent jjob of WV public ed is to get students prepared for college and/or a N See Response |
19:16:0 | ; . - L ; . : =

" ! icareer. Allowing students additional flexibility can contribute to this !

igoal. As long as the student chooses a rigorous substitute, the senior

Eaged student should be allowed some choice in their final courses!

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Iunderstand there is an attempt to lower the bar in Social Studies
‘education once again. My understanding is that this is based on a false
gbelief that content material repeats in the 10th to 12 grade social studies
icourses in West Virginia. The material does spiral. Much material is
iintroduced in the lower grades and receives more in-depth attention in
‘the upper grades. It is vital to our democracy and republic that students
greceive a very good understanding of the Constitution and its :
‘development, as well as our struggle for equality in this nation. This is A/C
inot a partisan issue. I tend to vote Republican for the record. We need a |
gcitizenry well-informed of the nuances of our democracy for us to
imaintain the republic we all love. We have seen the problems caused in
‘other states that have lowered this bar. Current standards cover these
itopics well. Please do not change them but continue to give us the
Eresourc:es we need to teach this content in an unbiased and in-depth
‘manner.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12019-  David Price

2019-  Glen Hartsoch, Ed.D.
112-21  Teacher

113:19:1 Mingo Country Schools
0 ‘Williamson WV

éSee Response 1

§My comments are in support of the changes to policy 2510. We believe

%12_31 §SUP erintendent ‘these changes offer school districts the flexibility to address the post- N See Response 1
11:37:3 Raleigh County Schools §seconden‘ lans fo all students, not just college going students

9 Beckley West ' yp J ge gong :

\ \ What about counties that cannot provide necessary resources such as \ :

Etec:hnology?

2020~ Andrew Carroll §Res onse is unclear as
'01-03  English Teacher Randolph County has aging computers and other technology and no P : :
{ i . i . . ‘to changes being
:12:47:2 Elkins High School :means to replace or update those items since we are at the mercy of L ddressed

7 Elkins WV ivoters in terms of the excess levy funds and at the mercy of Congress in )

irespect of payments in lieu of taxes for lands owned by the USDA
{Forest Service.



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Matt Kelly

‘Morgantown High School gimprovement is to provide less education by reducing required credits.
Morgantown WV

ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided ‘
§t0 try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits

needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the |

‘WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do :

iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred

gthroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the :

‘state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, |

:and writing skills along with various other learning strategics. Why does |

ithe WVBOE and WYV State Government continue to say that we a §

§2020_ ‘Social Studies Teacher/ I think it is very strange to claim that the purpose of this is to improve ;The proposed policy
01-05 Department Head ‘education and the "quality of learning”, yet the proposal for AIC does not reduce (he
112:25:0 | P : quality £-Y Prop :number of required
9

icredits for graduation.

istriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set

2020- {forth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should ' :

§01—06 J acob Yocum gcontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum AJC See Response 3
107:18:4 Glenville WV ias such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary |

4 §Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such
ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
‘Civics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
%curriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
ioutside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a '
iparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
gand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \
iwere social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

2020- | ; ; .
0l.06 Susan ‘Response is unclear as
iteacher iquality education for all ‘N ito changes being
08:36:3 | . i : s
thuntington wv :addressed.

2020-  iBarbara Burda ) s
| | :Response is unclear as |

01-08  teacher : : : s i
15:00:5 Randolph Co. Schools §T0 explain why policy 2510 is flawed. N §to changes being
il [Elkins WV : ‘ addressed.



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Kathy Jacquez

C & I Coordinator
%Marion County Schools
Fairmont West

2.4 Appropriate accountability measures. ..

‘Who determines what is an appropriate accountability measure for the
gstudents and the teachers? Will this be a state mandate or a local
idecision?

‘Accountability
‘measures are
‘addressed in WVBE
Policy 2322.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Darrin Cox

§Dr.

%West Liberty University
‘West Liberty WV

gThe further gutting of history education needs to be stopped at all costs.
iSuch actions endanger our republic and seriously impairs the chances of N
iour youth successfully becoming productive citizens. ;

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020-
01-13
118:00:0

§2020-
01-14
110:10:2

Janice Faust

Kenneth E Jones Jr
‘Taxpayer
Berkeley Springs WV

‘William Hosaflook
‘Superintendent

§Wood County Schools
‘Wood WV

§Renee Mahon

‘School Counselor
‘Taylor County Middle
§Sch001

§Graft0n WV

‘Member

0 I-15 ‘We The People of
115:55:4 )

0 §Hampsh31re Co.
§R0mney WV
2020-  Jack Lambert Jr.
01-18  Owner

108:02:0 Jacks Gun Sales
6 Saulsville Wv

‘Understanding history, makes us understand what is going on not only in |
ithe United States, but also in other countries. Im second generations of
grny family serving in overseas wars, called upon by the federal
igovernment to serve. The students in high school today need to
iunderstand the sacrifices made for their freedom and liberties that they
§enJ0y today and not take them for granted

If history isn’t taught peoples will make the same mistakes as history
rrepeats itself because people don’t know the past.

éSee Response 5

§F16X1b111ty is the key The revisions of this pohcy will allow County
‘BOEs to "think outside the box" while developing personalized and
rigorous curriculums based on state and community needs. Counties w111
‘have the flexibility to seek input from businesses, stakeholders, and
ginstitutions of higher education to properly plan/develop education for
ithe future.

;See Response 1
A/S :

‘A policy that reduces the amount of social studies credits is wrong. ' '
iStudents need to learn history, government and economics. These are |
icrucial for people to make informed decisions. This could also cause
iteachers to lose their job. The definition for lesson plans should not be
ithere either. It is unnecessary to have it there since it is clearly stated
galready in the statue.

éSee Response 1

A/C
:See Response 9

;See Response 5

§Our students are not being taught the real history of our Country. N

éSee Response 5



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

T, as the policy states, the local board, the county (assumed to mean the

§citizens thereof, but not clearly stated), control the curriculum used

gwithin their schools, why are local board members subjected to an

{"orientation” program conducted by the state boards attorneys that \ :
gclearly and specifically instructs new board members that they should ‘See Response 4
ikeep "hands off" of classroom and instructional policies and leave those N :
gmatters to the "experts (apparently referring to superintendents, teachers,

iand principals).” This should be immediately corrected because failure

ito do so sends a clear message that the local boards have no practical !

icontrol over what is being taught in the classrooms of our schools. That,

gin a word, is "OUTRAGEOUS." :

~ {In going with the statement in the proposal that the WVBEis | i
§James Towle g"comrnitted to establishing rigorous academic standards and providing
2020- thigh quality programs in WV Public Schools”. I would state that if the

%01—22 §Teacher ‘WVBE is determined to diminish the standard Social Studies éSee Response 1

0020 |
01-19  Thomas Stark
112:19:1 ‘Weston West

§g§1(1)(§§16 Washington High grequirement from 4 credits to 3 credits, then they are therefore NOT AC

4 \ icommitted aforementioned statement, and are committed to cutting
: {Charleston WV : . . .
icorners that would hinder the intellectual development and analytical
‘understanding of our youths.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12020-  Tina Foster {The additional options of courses offered acclimate the college bound
{01-22  iSpEd Teacher istudent to the types of courses offed in universities across the state.
§19:42:0 §GCS Thus preparing them for a more realistic and challenging approach for
0 ‘Glenville West ‘what they will experience in college.

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

N N iStudents should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their
§01—23 §michele hine §English 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit
§02: 12:0 §Ranson West iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and
3 idevalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§2020— K1m Conway iRigorous content is a wonderful idea and all students should strive for |
§01—23 §teacher gdeep learning. Sadly, in WV, there is a trauma crisis fueled by the opioid
111:25:0 {Wayne Schools icrisis and many students are not even learning at the bare minimum : : _
4 ‘Huntington WV ‘foundation levels before moving on the next grade.

2020-  Suzanme McDomald

§01—24 §Mrs : . SSee Response 1
110:58:5 Parent I support FLEX scheduling for science §N
5 Morgantown WV

§126-42-3 Scope

éSee Response 5



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

S . iThe transition of 1 social studies credit course option allows flexiblty to
i2019-  David Price i .. o

! ! . iall students based on their interest and post-secondary plans while still
{12-31  iSuperintendent i

: : : i ; : : éSee Response 1
11:37:3 [Raleigh County Schools tkeeping the state minimum graduation requirements at 22. Raleigh §N

: : :Countys minimum graduation requirement exceeds the states minimum.
9 §Beckley West 3(24 regulred in Raleglgh County) :
§2020— §Andrew Carroll gWhat change does this pohey truly make in terms of ereatmg equal : S ee Response 5
%01—03 %English Teacher ieducational opportunities for all students? Does this help us create a N
:12:47:2 Elkins High School :more "thorough and efficient education system” or just exacerbate the : :
7 §E]k1ns WV ieducational inequalities that already exist in our system?
12020- %g/([)i[alfgltt{hes Teacher/ 5
§01—05 §Depar[men[ Head I think the initiative to embed more CTE is a great thing. However, 1 don N ;See Response 1
112:25:0 | . iwant to take away from somewhere else to provide these opportunities. =
9 §Morgantown High School
:Morgantown WV : : :
3 gnce again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided ' ‘
ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits
needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the
‘WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do \
iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred
ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the !
state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, |
gand writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does
: : ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a
2020- :striving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set | :
%01—06 J acob Yocum gforth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should \ AJC Sec Response 3
107:18:4 {Glenville WV icontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the currlculum
4 ias such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary :

§Stud1es, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such
‘as Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
ECivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
icurriculum? Tnstead of creating a better education system in the state,
ioutside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
'students learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a
gpartlcular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
_§st0p the attack on Social Studies!

I oppose the changes proposed in this draft. Should students be able to

§2020— §Michael Tortolon ipersonalize their schedule and focus on a career as soon as possible?

§01—07 HS History Teacher gYes. Should this come at the cost of losing core subjects? Absolutely C See Response 1
108:30:2  Parkersburg High School  inot. At most core subjects take up half of the day for students, cutting

7 Parkersburg WV idown on core classes will only make our students less intelligent and

: : dless prepared for life after high school.

%2020- %Kathy Jacquez . . . ?POhCy 2510.does not
: : . i3.2.d an appropriately demanding curriculum for all students... ' iaddress curriculum.
i01-09 iC & I Coordinator i ; . .. ; : ) ..

: : . :Although I am in total agreement with this idea because our students N iCurriculum decisions
113:01:3 iMarion County Schools ! . - : . . ! ;

: o :deserve this type of curriculum, how will this be monitored? : :are made at the local
0 {Fairmont West 3 Tevel

I have had the privileged to coach soccer in the school system for eight
iyears. This occurred at both the middle and high school level. There
: : ‘were often times when we had students with injuries. These athletes
§2020- ieither went without the care of an Athletic Trainer Certified (ATC) or

01-10 %Tonla Carpenter thad to make arrangements with the high school ATC to see them. This is | ;See Response 4
: Jackson County Schools : ! ) N |
110:51:5 Rinley WV ia loss of valuable time to the athlete and the team. This can also be
3 pley icrucial time if an athlete has a severe injury. This would also allow
: gimmediate evaluation to concussions. I can see the benefit of having an
{ATC and all sporting events and practices, however, counties should be
irequired to compensate them for the additional time.
2020-  Darin Cox See Response 5
01-13  Dr. {This would not improve quality of learning. How can you add by N
109:06:0 West Liberty University  subtracting?
4 ‘West Liberty WV
3(1)_2{) ?; %Kenneth E Jones Jr éSee Response 5
§Taxpayer ‘History should teach us where we are and how we got here. A/S :
:18:00:0 : . : :
1 ‘Berkeley Springs WV :
hopp.  RemeeMahon
§01_1 4 ‘School Counselor {Teachers could lose their job if the class they teach is cut or reduced. N 3
‘Taylor County Middle ‘The lesson plan definition needs to be removed because it is unnecessary :See Response 9
115:29:3 ¢ e : s
1 School ifor it to be there. A/C :

‘Grafton WV




.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Janice Faust
§Member

%We The People of
‘Hampshsire Co.
§R0mney A\VAY

J ack Lambert Jr.
%Owner

Jacks Gun Sales : :
‘Saulsville Wv

iSee Response 4

‘Thomas Stark
‘Weston West

‘Teacher
Jackson County Schools
Evans WV

‘Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their '
gEnglish 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit
iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and
idevalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is.

‘michele hine
{Ranson West

gLets get our children informed about real history and lets try and get
West Virginia schools out of the last spot among our Nation.

gMore 18 better.

§T0 date, accountability appears to be clearly lacking given the fact that
isome districts have a performance level below 50% proficiency in basic
iskill categories. Perhaps, what is needed is some field auditing of
‘performance to identify weaknesses such as "social promotion,”
ginstructional bias, and poor teaching techniques.
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éResponse is unclear as
to changes being :
‘addressed.

;See Response 5

CEMIlY OKES e e gL
! Y iWV is already ranked as a low state for education in the United States. |

gReducing key core class requirements further weakens the standards we
‘hold our students to.

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 10

§§126 42 4 Early Learmng Programmmg

2020-
01-03

5
H
H
N
H
3
3
H
s
N

§Kim Conway
tteacher

‘Wayne Schools
§Hunt1ngt0n WV

§Andrew Carroll
: English Teacher
112:47:2 E]kms High School

E]klns WV

gWe should improve the quality of teaching and learning, but by giving
iteachers MORE time to meet the social emotional needs of the students
gthey serve instead of mandating more paperwork.

§Are 30 minutes of physmal act1v1ty truly enough for students? [ am also

iconcerned that not enough outdoor time is required. Our students spend
lless and less time outside and are truly disconnected from the natural
gbeauty that is West Virginia. [ believe the policy should promote all-
‘weather outdoor play unless it is truly dangerous. Students should play
§outside in the rain, snow, and cold.

;Physical activity
requirements are in
‘addition to the
required time for
éphysical education
:and embedded within



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ithe school day as
‘determined by the
‘principal and a group
éof teachers. The
setting chosen for
iphysical activity is a
local level decision.

3(1)_2(()) 5_ §Social Studies Teacher/ s
12:25-0 §Departrnent Hetad §N0 comment here. N
‘Morgantown High School
Morgantown WV
ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE} has demded :
‘to try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits :
gneeded for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the |
‘WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do
iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred
gthroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the
istate we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary
:and writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does |
ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a
gstriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set
2020- | ‘forth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should : :
%01—06 J acob Yocum gcontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum A/C See Response 3
107:18:4 Glenville WV :as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary
4 §Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such '

ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
‘curriculum? Tnstead of creating a better education system in the state,
goutside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a
iparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
‘and have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \
gwere social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics [ can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!



...................................................................................

2020- susan

01-06 §teacher
108:36:3 | .

2 thuntington wv

12020-  Kathy Jacquez

01-09  C & I Coordinator
113:01:3 Marion County Schools
0 Fairmont West

12020-  Carla Brown

01-09  Director

113:05:1 Roane County Schools
3 §Spencer WV

2020-

o119 Amna

‘Marshall student
i112:01:3 ¢

q Hgnt Wv

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Testing in preschool for dyslexia , Adhd, and special ed. Early
iintervention is the key. : :
gspecial ed programs need to focus on reading as a core skill. Dyslexia ;See Response 4
program N ‘

:Middle school has co taught classrooms. we need aides in the first and |

isecond grade classrooms. We are dealing with major behavior issues and |

‘its costing kids not to learn. Then we have kids who are struggling.

‘Health and physical |
‘education standards
tare both addressed in
K-5 Wellness
;Education standards
(Policy 2520.5).

§There is no mention of the Health standards included in the chart 1. Are
:we to interpret that only physical standards for wellness are requiredin (N
.grades k-5? ;

‘Reporting on the WV i
.ELRS three times per |
year is required in |
‘WYV Universal Pre-K
to align with
écollaborative partner
rrequirements. The
‘option to utilize the
‘Kindergarten ELRS,
éas well as Grades 1
iand 2 ELRS,upto |
four times per year, is
a county-level :
édecision.

WV Universal Pre-K
éutilizes The Early

;Learning Reporting

gThere needs to be consistency in the ELRS reporting from PK to 2nd !
ggrade. Going from three times to once and then up to four, is not N
iestablishing effective use of ELRS data reporting. :

%It took leaving the schools for me to discover that [ had a learning ;System (ELRS) as the
iisabilities. We need (o test in preschool for dyslexia so these kids don N éonline platform where :
‘fall behind in reading. pre-k child assessment

édata is entered three
étimes avyear. Itis
‘developmentally



‘inappropriate to test
épre—k children;
‘therefore,
éobservational based
;formative assessment
émethods and screeners
are utilized to :
‘determine children’s |
éstrengths and potential
‘weaknesses. In '
éaddition, the

‘WVDE makes The
;Phonological
;Awareness Literacy
‘Screening (PALS)
‘available, free of
écharge, to classrooms
;Pre—K through third
égrade in West
‘Virginia. PALS is a
éscreening, diagnostic,
éand progress
émonitoring tool that
‘provides teacher
éresources and :
éactivities to strengthen
;instruction. :
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2020-

:State code requires

01-19 that the WVDE

§12. 19:1 N approve alternative

\8 o .physical education
iplans.

gPhysical Education (Chart, pg.12) specifies that "alternative” curriculum
Thomas Stark imust be approved by the WVDE. This conflicts with the claimed
Weston West ipurpose to push decisions-making down to the district level and
gproviding more flexibility.



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

:The WV ELRS for

. ) . . - ‘orades one and two
iAs a teacher, I disagree with this method. It is not beneficial for the 8

i istudents or parents. We currently do a standards based report card. This §W1u be po tlfmal'
2020- i, . . : . : Determination to use
! Kristabelle Collins ispecifically tells parents the standards they have met and those they need : : :
01-22 4 i . . . . . N ithe system is made at
: ‘Teacher :to work on. The ELRS is very time consuming for documenting and is N :
i14:15:5 | . ithe county level. :
: ‘Kenna WV ivery subjective. : :
7 . . . iReports from the WV
{ { I strongly recommend staying with our standards based curriculum and : .
! report cards :ELRS are not required :
P ito be utilized with
ifamilies.
‘The WV ELRS for
:grades one and two
| Being a parent, I do not want a lengthy narrative report on my children. §w111 be op tlpnal.
2020- . : . . iDetermination (o use
{Chad Collins iKeep the regular curriculum and report cards. This ELRS system does .
:01-22 ¢ ; . o , ) : ithe system is made at
! Parent ‘not effectively tell me how my child is doing academically. It doesn tell iN :
114:19:5 | i . . ' ithe county level. .
: :Kenna WV ithe standards/skills they have mastered or need work on. It is a waste of : :
9 : L . :Reports from the WV
: itime for the staff and parents will not read those long reports. .
: :ELRS are not required

to be utilized with |
families.

0020-

01-22 Tony the tiger :See Response 4
1971:2 ‘Parent :Students with add and learning disabilities need 1:1 academic time. N

6 77 Kenova Wv : ! _
~ iThe WV ELRS for |

grades one and two
! ! T do not think the ELRS program is needed in 1st and 2nd grade. We are | ‘will be optional.
2020- . ‘VERY pleased with our benchmarking tool due to the fact that it is so | ‘Determination to use
| {Kim Herron ! . . ! : .
01-23 ¢ ‘easy to read and explain to parents and students alike. Students can ithe system is made at
; 2nd grade teacher i . . . N ;
107:33:3 Kenna WV igraph their results and tend to try harder to see their scores rise. Thisin | ithe county level.
6 itself is a valuable teaching tool. Please consider removing this change | ‘Reports from the WV |
! ! m policy 2510. ELRS are not required
: : to be utilized with '
families.
2020-  Kim Conway §Early learning should be based in play-based learning not forcing ;Programmlng i the
i . . . . iearly and elementary
i01-23  iteacher ichildren to do developmentally inappropriate academics. Kindergarten ; . .
! ! i learning grades is to



..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ibe provided in
‘developmentally :
:appropriate ways with
ithe intent that all :
‘children become
‘curious, lifelong
learners. Local level |
;decisions may impede |
the extent to whicha |
‘program is
‘developmentally
éappropriate.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I believe the definition of lesson planning in policy 2510 should be:

Lesson Plan- serves as a daily guide for teachers and substitutes for the :
gorderly presentation of the curriculum in accordance with WV Code A/C
{18A-2-12. Format and contents of the daily lesson plans are developed

iand written by the teacher.

%Elizabeth Strong
‘Program Coordinator
'SMART-Center
‘Wheeling WV

| \ ‘ §Rep0rting on the WV
‘ELRS three times per
tyear is required in :
‘WYV Universal Pre-K
to align with
écollaborative partner
requirements. The
‘option to utilize the
§Kindergarten ELRS,
ias well as Grades 1
:and 2 ELRS,upto |
four times per year, is |
éa county-level :
‘decision.

§126-42-5 Middle School Programming

111:25:0
4

2020-
01-24
115:44:5

Wayne Schools
Huntmgton WV

Karen Thomas

§Teacher

‘Putmam County Schools
§Hurricane WV

%Richard Duncan
‘Superintendent

‘Roane County Board of
§Education

Reedy WV

I fully support any and all efforts to prepare children for learning and for
a productive life.

should NOT be the new first grade. Teaching children to dislike learnmg

early will cost them dearly through their entire educational careers.

‘A/S

gRecommended usage of the ELLRS appears inconsistent. It is required
ithree times per year in PK and at least once in K, but then recommended
ito be used up to four times per year in Grades 1 and 2. As an effective
‘replacement for quarterly report cards in these grades, consideration
%should be given to making the required / recommended usage more
iconsistent and supported for this purpose.




\ \ ‘ \ ;The proposed Policy
12510 allows for
‘embedded career
éexploration into
‘current courses. ‘
:Counties may want (o :
.consider adding a few |
‘mini courses and '
iexamples of such
‘were added.

gConsidering the options and variety of paths a student can take to :
‘graduate with the new flex credit, the PEP policy needs to be updated so |
that students will complete a 4 year high school plan during 8th grade. |
‘With the different options, waiting until 10th grade could easily put a
gstudent in an unpleasant position of disqualifying options without being
iaware of it.

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

i do not think that we should reduce the number of history credits to !
gthree. I really think its a bad idea to remove World History as a required
icredit due to the amount of people immigrating to the United States. Tt is |
iimportant for our students to learn about other cultures and their history
to better understand their points of view. Our students need to broaden
gtheir minds not make them more narrow.

2019 Michael Ludle
§12—13 §Teacher
i07:29:1 Kanawha County Schools

6 ‘South Charleston WV
Chuck Fuller

2019-

1916 §Counselor

‘Woodrow Wilson High
08:47:5

1 §School

Beckley WV

..................................................................................

%2020— %Mary Yeager

101-02  School Counselor
108:20:3 Harrison County Schools
8 §Fairmont WV

2020-  Andrew Carroll
'01-03  English Teacher
112:47:2 Elkins High School
7 Elkins WV

i i
i i
i
g g

H H

H H

i - H

i

i

Matt Kelly

?é_gg 0 §Social Studies Teacher/
‘o Department Head

gFrom a Social Studies perspectwe we need to greatly revise the Middle
§Sch001 Social Studies experience. Grades 6, 7, and 8, do not gel at all
iwith High School.

gExpanding Career exploration in Middle is a great idea. However it :
ineeds to be woven into the current curriculum of core subjects and A/S
ielectives instead of being a separate course. Middle School students as a |
iwhole are not seriously thinking about career options so weaving it into |
gthe regular content will be much more effective in building the A]C
‘connections for students. :

A/C

%Again, I question whether 30 minutes enough physical activity for
istudents. 38.1% of adults in West Virginia are obese. We have to
iquestion what our schools are doing wrong in terms of promoting
§phy31cal act1v1ty and healthy hablts

H
H
N
H
5
3
H
N
H
3
3
H
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éSee Response 1

I am concerned that English and Reading courses are not both required. ' '
:Students should have separate spaces for each of those students.
{Additionally, counties without extra resources will cut what courses they

gcan while counties with resources will have both courses and push those |
‘students further ahead. A policy like this promotes inequality without |

{ : { :Course offerings are a |
‘our educational system. N :

icounty level decision.

éSee Response 3




...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Morgantown High School ildeally, WV studies should be moved to 6th or 7th grade. In the alternate

‘Morgantown WV iyear from WV studies, there should be a return to Geography. I am ‘

gseeing more and more 9th graders of all capabilities with a limited
iGeographical understanding of the world.

{Their 8th grade year should lead to the implementation of an "Ancient
§W0rld" history course. This is very much in line with what the College
:Board is currently doing with its AP World Course. This would then !
‘coincide with 9th grade World- which would become a "Modern World" |
‘history course- say from 1200 or 1450 on. I would happily agree to help
irlght standards for this course. :

gnce agam the West Vlrglnla Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided ‘
ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits

needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the

EWVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do

iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred

ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the !

'state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary,

gand writing skills along with various other learning strategics. Why does |

ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a

'striving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set

§2020— gforth are hurting the students. [ believe that the WVBOE should _
§01—06 J acob Yocum gcontlnue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum | AJC See Response 3
07:18:4 Glenville WV :as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary
4 ‘Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such :

gas Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
‘curriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
gstudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a
iparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
gguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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‘Computer science

2020-  Matt Shock ) . . . ) ‘must be offered as a
: S :Relating to the information on computer science, does it mean that we | : .
01-06  Principal ‘are required to offer computer science, or just integrate it into the A/S standalone course in
114:08:0 Winfield Middle icurric%lum” P - 01l 8 ‘high school and

9 %Winfield \VAY ‘integrated throughout
s : : : iinstruction in K-12. |

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Regardless if you make these changes at the high school level regarding
'social studies, changes are needed at the middle school level. Right now,
6th grade is U.S. history, 7th grade is world history, and 8th grade is }
‘WV History. After several AP Institutes both in WV and one in Maine
iplus my recent trip to DC in June for the Supreme Court Summer '
Institute at Georgetown Law Center (Street Law, Inc.), most teachers N
gfrom other states whose curriculum has only one U.S. history, they say |
that it is usually 8th grade (early U.S.) and 9th grade (current U.S.). Now |
1 am fine with it being still with 11th graders but 6th and 7th grade need |
§t0 be flipped. Besides, we need to give incoming 8th graders better \
‘thistorical context before they take WV History.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020-  Kathy Jacquez
01-09  iC & I Coordinator

C Bryan Daugherty
12020-  Teacher & President of
:01-06  {RCHS Faculty-Senate
20:42:5 Ritchie County High

5 ‘School

* Ellenboro WV

éSee Response 3

‘Have CTE Foundational courses been written for grades 6-87 Will the .
: iFoundational courses

113:01:3 Marion County Schools gcountles ne-_ed to develo.p their own career class materials to be A/S in CTE

' - iembedded into the curriculum? 5

0 Fairmont West !

§2020— : §Our state is not culturally diverse, so we have a need to provide these \ ‘

: {Tonia Carpenter i . i

i01-10 ¢ ‘iexperiences within the classroom. Rather than two years of world

: Jackson County Schools i . L :

110:51:5 & languages, maybe a multicultural course would be more beneficial to our ;

; Ripley WV i :

3 : middle school students. :

20 | |

01-11  JessicaC iPlease do not lower the rest on Social Studies!!! This is essential AJC ;See Response 1
20:13:1 Ravenswood Wv ‘curriculum for our citizens and students! :

4 : f |

oo, | * Please consider the order in which Social Studies is taught at the middle | |
§01_12 Jay O'Neal ischool level. As an 8th grade WV studies teacher, I find I am spending See Response 3

1 0-00:5 ‘Social Studies Teacher A LOT of time teaching students things they should have already N P

1 T §Charleston \VAY glearned. The biggest problem is that the last time students had relevant : :
: ‘content was in FOURTH grade. Children grow a change a significant |
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....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§Allyson M Perry
‘Marion County Schools
Fairmont WV

‘Richard Morris

Attorney
Legal Aid
Fairmont WV

‘William Hosaflook
‘Superintendent
‘Wood County Schools

‘Wood WV :
§Gay B Stewart

%Eberly Professor of STEM
‘Education

WVU

§M0rgantown WV

iamount between fourth and eighth grade, and its very difficult for them
§t0 remember anything about the founding of our country or the lead up
ito the Civil War by the time they reach 8th grade.

%As it stands right now, students in 4th grade learn about early US history
i(founding of country - westward expansion), in Sth they learn about the |
gCiVil war - the turm of the century, and in 6th they learn about World
‘War One until almost the present day. In seventh, they study world
thistory. Its no wonder that by the time they reach 8th grade, we have to |
‘spend a significant amount of time reviewing the founding of our nation,
gthe constitution, etc with students. Much of this work is done outside of |
ithe WV Studies curriculum and textbook.

‘Why not set up social studies like this? 4th/5th-- world history. 6th/7th--
§US history. 8th-- WV Studies. Or even better, make 7th grade Social :
iStudies about early US History so it leads directly to the founding of

‘WV in 8th grade.

I disagree with requiring middle schools to develop a comprehensive :
‘career exploration experience. This is already being done at the schools, N
:and we do not have enough funding to add a teacher. :

I disagree with requiring middle schools to develop a comprehensive :
«career exploration experience. This is already being done at the schools, N
:and we do not have enough funding to add a teacher. :

iCareer Exploration is a must in this programmatic level. Students must

gbe exposed to all unique career opportunities that exist in our global A/ S

isociety.

{CS Discoveries may fit nicely into a 2 year sequence to explore the 16
gcareer clusters and help students discover if a CS related career may be
ithe best target for their PEP, or how useful CS is even in other high-
ipaying careers. We are working with one district to do this.

‘No additional teachers
éare required to fulfill
the career exploration :
iexperience. Thisis a
§county level decision. |

§N0 additional teachers

are required to fulfill

‘the career exploration
‘experience. Thisisa
écounty level decision.

‘Curriculum and
linstruction are a :
‘county level decision. |
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Jennifer Reaves
‘Technology Integration
%Specialist

‘Monongalia County
‘Schools
§M0rgantown WV

enee Mahon

§School Counselor
§Taylor County Middle
§Sch001

‘Grafton WV

T am in favor of providing integrated CS programming at the middle
gschool level. This is a critical area of need and will open the doors and
iprovide more interest for students to take CS courses in high school,
icollege and beyond.

3
3
H
H
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Joseph Arbogast
§Assistant Superintendent
‘Randolph County Schools
Elkins WV

§C0ncerns regarding Middle School students selecting a career path. We
ido not believe that students are mature enough to make a decision of this N
‘magnitude.

;Policy 2510 does not
require middle school
students to selecta |
écareer path. It requires |
:students to explore the
§Sixteen career clusters.

David Mohr
‘Consultant
‘House Education
§C0mmittee
%Charleston A AY

‘Yahon Smith

§Principa1

%Raleigh County Schools,
‘Beckley-Stratton Middle
‘School

§Beckley West

T particularly like the career exploration section on p.7. The left hand
icolumn seems (0 be a method for beginning implementation of the
igeneral program in workforce preparedness for all students in 18-2-7d
lenacted last session in HB2004. It suggests that LSICs may be able to
§a531st n helpmg arrange some of the activities.

ghnplement the Comprehenswe Career Exploranon experlence ‘that
iinvolves field trips (The Counties ACT/Vocational School/Work Sites).
In addition, brining guest speakers to enhance student knowledge and
gavailability of occupations across the spectrum of duties. Additionally,
‘making available career mentors for 6th, 7th, & 8th grade students.
Middle School students need the Project Based Career Activities and
gconnective experience to negotiate their career exploration and paths
iwith a personalized portfolio to help said endeavor.

H
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Hillary Hall

§Music Teacher
‘Gilbert PK8 School
Gilbert WV

:Band and choral music requirement needs to be specific. The policy
‘needs to stipulate that band and choir be offered to grades 6-8 as a year
ground class during school hours. The class must be equal in duration to
iall other class periods in the day and be populated electively by srudents
{These classes should not rotate and should be a year round class.

‘The amount of time
‘necessary (0 master
‘coursework is
;determined by the
iprincipal and a team
‘of teachers.
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‘Tina Foster
‘SpEd Teacher
GCS

‘Glenville West

gMiddle school students need Health and PE classes. Too much valuable |
dinformation is gained from Health and PE class during these formative  A/S
iyears of adolescence and puberty. :

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020-
101-24
110:20:2

2020-
01-24
115:44:5

‘Hope Young
Teacher
'SCMS

‘South Charleston WV

§Heather Del.uca-Nestor
‘Teacher

‘Monongalia County Board
§0f Education

%Morgantown WV

%Richard Duncan
‘Superintendent

§R0ane County Board of
‘Education

Reedy WV

3
H

iSince 6th grade is included in the middle schools, please remove the
iclass size restriction/extra pay provision. [t is a very unfair practice ---
{7th and 8th grade teachers in the same building are teaching much larger N

iclasses with no provision for extra pay or even the same class size cut

‘offs.

;Class size

requirements are set |
by West Virginia state ;
icode.

There used (0 be a program that was federally funded by grants called

J obs for West Virginia Graduates. It was a comprehensive course that
ideveloped skills such as interviewing, writing resumes, etc., explored
icareers and pathways and made connections outside of the school

‘system for students to transition to the skilled workforce or college path.
gStudents were tracked for 2 years after graduating. I agree with the idea |
‘that middle schools need to develop a comprehensive career exploration |
‘experience but who will be responsible for implementing this program |
gand will help fund the field trips? This will take a great deal of time and
ieffort to implement correctly. Social studies teachers already have a
igreat deal of material they are required to cover. This will need to be
‘another position and funding will be needed to properly implement a
gprogram that will be effective.

3
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icounty to develop programs that support middle school students in their
idevelopment. Consideration should be given to establishing useful :
gguidelines (a working document) for applying content standards to the  A/S
‘options given (integrated versus standalone grade level courses). :

‘Consideration should be given to relaxing the requirement that world
glanguage be offered in middle schools. The lack of qualified world
{language teachers and the relatively low success rates for students who
iparticipate in virtual offerings or with a teacher not qualified in world
language does not support development of this content in high school. N
g(More often, it is best for the student to "repeat” content at the high

ischool level.} A recommendation when appropriate to the school and
iresources available would be better.

;Policy 2510 does not
‘address funding for
special programs or
écourses.

It will be up to the _
icounty to develop and |
iimplement their plan. |

gRevisions related to Career Exploration provide essential flexibility to ' '

§It is important in a
‘global society for
students to have the |
‘ability to participate in
‘world language :
‘courses if they so
‘choose.




.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘The online course is
irequired because
istudents receive two

§2019— %ﬁiﬁ&imﬁmﬁnam I disagree with the Physical Education online integrated PE component. éClt?dslitSa(lleailtﬁfgle
2-12 . &Lep ‘Students that do Marching Band, Dance, and Showchoir do more ;p ¥ ¥ ..
{Chair ) . ; - i icourse). The mini
116:59:5 | . . iphysical activity than in a regular PE course. I feel it is unfair that these P
; {Huntington High i . . . ionline PE course
5 : . istudents must complete that part to receive their PE credit. !
Huntington WV ‘ensures that students
:meet all physical
ieducation code :
: requirements.
I feel the need to keep students required to taking 4 social studies ‘ l
: : gclasses. World History is definitely an important aspect in learning about
%2019_ Alexandria McCloud §c1v.1hzat10ns, globalizations, (.hversmes ef various People and cultures. |
{ { :This helps lead to understanding global issues that impact the world ;
112-12  iTeacher : . ) : :See Response 1
{ { :along with the U.S. Therefore, having both U.S. and Contemporary N :
:17:25:2 Cabell County Schools : ” . . . :
q Huntineton WV :Studies is needed for students to have to establish how history can repeat |
& itself along with how we have and still deal with other countries today. I |
iagree I’'m still having other electives of Sociology, Psychology and
imore. I feel that itis best to keep the programmmg how it currently 8.
%Thls is insane and wrong Asa state we have continued to lower
istandards every year in a false and misguided effort to raise graduation
rrates. A diploma is meaningless if it is backed up by so little. Yet, we !
: §wi11 send kids on to college who only have basic skills, struggle, take out
:loans, and make things worse for WV. I also suspect this is another false |
; iSara L. Lechner i i .. i
i2019- :effort to alleviate the teacher shortage by requiring fewer teachers. The :
i iteacher : ) o , . Lo {
12-12 . idumbing-down of our kids is wrong! Further decreasing requirements is i :See Response 1
: Harrison County Board of ) IA/C 5
20:46:3 Educai :a huge mistake! :
5 Cl;ii;ﬁ? WV Its also absurd to think American history can be taught in a single
: 8 icourse. Its difficult enough as is to cover all thats needed in 2 courses.
\ iEven colleges separate it into 2 courses. Maybe the WVBE would
gunderstand any of these things if they actually bothered to listen to
iteachers and take what teachers say to heart. We are the experts, after
all.
1019-  Michael Ludle ;Soc1al Studies content should not be lowered. It needs reformatted but to | : See Response |
§12_13 §Teacher ieliminate an entire social studies credit from the curriculum is A/C

§irresp0nsible. Without the studying the historical, economic, and social



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

107:29:1 Kanawha County Schools  inorms of the past we are doomed to repeat them. A better solution than |
6 South Charleston WV ‘removing an entire a credit would be to split World history into 2 classes |
gand US into 2 classes weaving the Civics course into all 4 courses. To \
iprovide a rigorous education as the policy indicates is t he requirement
ithen a suggested breakdown of the High School credits could be as
ifollows. 4 Math, 4 Language Arts, 4 Science, 4 Social Studies, 1 Art, 1
gTech (Computer Science or Vocational Class), 2 Foreign Language, 1
:Physical Education, 1 Health, 4 Electives for a total of 26 credits. With
ischools schedules having the opportunity to earn 8 credits a year in 4
iyears a students would have the opportunity to earn 32 credits requiring
326 would allow students to have the chance to make up if they fail one
icourse while still graduating on time.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iAs a parent of a high school student, I want my son to choose classes

2019 ‘Trudy Parker ithat will best benefit him as an adult. All credits (core or otherwise)

12-13 i :See Response 1
Parent itaken his senior year should be elective depending on his adult goals. A N ;

07:50:3 i, . : -
‘Bridgeport WV ibetter service to my son is to simply outline the number of credits
! inecessary for graduation without delineating subject requirements.

If your aim is to truly prepare students for a global society then reducing 3
ithe amount of social studies courses required for graduation and makmg
iclasses such as World History an optional elective rather than a
requirement is not a wise course of action. Considering North Korea’s
§nuclear program, questions of Russian interference in our sacred
idemocratic process, and significant foreign investment in our state it is
idifficult to comprehend how our legislatures are opting to reduce the !
required course work in our state’s social studies curriculum. It is more A]C
gthan shortsighted, it 1s irresponsible. Yesterday’s history creates today’s
iconditions and also provides a road map for informed people to utilize
iwhile navigating into the future. It is your obligation to ensure our
istudents are well-equipped and ready to deal with a global society.
gAltermg the state’s social studies curriculum in the ways that have
irecently been proposed will prove to be a tremendous detriment for West
‘Virginia’s vouth and subsequently the future of our state.

{In the time that [ have been an educator, [ have seen the Social Studies

2019-  iConrad Blackburn i . . . . ; .

§12_13 §Teacher ;take hit after hit. Initially, [ worked in a place where special education :
‘teachers were told not to come into my classroom. Rather, they were to  A/C
108:31:3 {Williamstown High School : !

0 §W1111amst0wn WV Efocus. on the Math and Language Arts classes. As time passed, the state
istopped testing for social studies on the mandated end of the year exam.

12019-  Jason Smith

112-13  Teacher

108:18:4 Cabell County Schools
! ‘Huntington WV

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Thls gave the impression to the students, and, seemingly to me, to the |
:admmlstratlon that Social Studies was not considered as important as the
gother core subjects. As the years have passed, [ have seen the attitudes of
istudents, administrators, and policy makers at the state level furthering
ithat mindset. Cutting the required social studies credits down to three
iwill further this already prevalent idea. Social Studies is an essential part |
gof a proper education. Students need to understand how the world came \
ito be the way that it is today. Social Studies education promotes an
‘understanding of history and culture that helps to spread diversity and
‘understanding in our society. I like the idea of offering elective classes
ithat can be taken to earn Social Studies credit. This gives the flexibility
ithat it is claimed is the reason behind these changes. My question is, \
‘how does eliminating a credit play into that? It seems to me that this is a |
‘move to allow school systems to further cut down on Social Studies
gteachers. So, while T agree that flexibility is good, what cutting down the |
irequired social studies credits will do is further the idea that Social
‘Studies is not important, while also costing Social Studies teachers their
jjobs. T like the idea of a variety of ways to earn social studies credit, but

§I do not agree with cutting down the required credits from four to three.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2019- ¢ Reducmg graduation requirements does not benefit anyone. Simply

! Jade Emmons

i12-13 lessening the challenges for students creates students who are not well-

! iCabell County Schools ! : . . . : See Response 7
09:29:0 . ‘rounded with very little work ethic. Students will work less and will not

i iSouth Point OH : : .

12 ibe prepared for the workforce or higher education.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Changmg the graduation requirements from four social studies courses

ito three is direct reduction in the rigor that the state strives for in setting

istandards. Taking away World Studies as a requirement will result in

istudents graduating from high school with no point of reference for any

iglobal issues, past or present. Students struggle with geography and

‘international relations and taking this course requirement away will give :
gsmdents a solely American interpretation of history and geography. A/C ‘See Response 3
{Instead of well-rounded students, the state will be graduating students |
‘who know nothing of world affairs and whose entire historical scope

‘will be based in U.S. history only. You would be encouraging students

§t0 ignore thousands of years of history and they will turn out to be poor

icitizens because of it. You will be fostering xenophobia based on a lack

‘of understanding toward other cultures, faiths, and histories.

2019-  iAshley Malott
[12-13  Teacher

110:24:2 AFT

6 §Charles Town WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I find it very troubling that we are changing the English standards. We
iare continually told by business leaders and colleges that we aren doing
genough to help our students communicate accurately and effectively.
How can we presume to increase the knowledge of our students and the
irigor of our programs if we do not require English 11 or 12, but instead
iallow students to substitute Creative Writing, Film Studies, Mythology, |
gor other coursework. When colleges ask why West Virginia students N
'struggle with citations or businesses ask why students cannot construct |
lemails effectively are we to respond by saying, "But they know the
‘Greek gods."? In addition, our students are being assessed using the
ESAT, and these classes will not adequately prepare students for success
§on such assessments, which could further reduce the national averages
ifor our graduates.

‘Why would we want to make children not take classes that can only :
gthem in life? Why would we want to make things "easier” on them? Our |
:society has gotten too lazy. Most children in todays society don have a |
isupport system at home and we want to take away a good decent !
‘education that can only help them in life!! These are the children that are
ggoing to be leading us one day when we are old and can no longer do it.
Do you really want them not to have knowledge? I work in the medical
field and I can tell you that I would not want someone to take "short

%cuts" by deleting something from... say a surgery. Granted, surgery is a
dittle different than history. But, still, history as well as any subject is
ithere to teach, so the children can learn from our forefathers mistakes.
{And you want to take it away. May God truly help our poor children

gwho get cheated out of a GOOD, SOLID, WELL ROUNDED
Education!!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I do not think it is a good idea to combine United States and
Contemporary Studies into a single United States History Course. Qur
gkids today need to learn MORE about our history. not less. There is no
iway to cover all the material we need to cover in one comprehensive
icourse. A couple of years ago, you all basically came up with this same |
iidea. The public was overwhelmingly against this proposal, so why are A/C
iyou trying to reintroduce it once again. Our students need MORE credits |
ito graduate, not fewer, if we expect them to compete in our global
ieconomy! Also I feel that World Studies should be required for ALL
gstudents, not just those in the college preparatory path. Since we live in a
:global society , ALL of West Virginias students need to learn about the |

2019-
12-13
110:52:4
2

‘Corinne Full
{Teacher, parent
Vienna WV

2019- |

112-13  Lisa Dennler
110:59:1 Oak Hill WV
| 3

2019-  Timothy B Snead
112-13  Teacher

§17:5 1:0 %Mercer County Schools
3 Princeton West
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iculture and history of other countries.OQur students need to be able to

icompete with students from other states and other countries. Reducing

gthe number of credits is not the way to do this! If anything ,we need to

INCREASE the number of credits our students need to graduate from | : :
ievery high school in West Virginia! Thanks you for your consideration!

%The children need to learn all the history they possibly can. Or as adults |
‘we will have them repeating errors made in our past. Do not diminish ~ A/C
ithe importance of history in school. It’s your civic duty. :

%12—13 §Robert Watson éSee Response 1

22:13:3 Wayne Wv

‘Students need a more rounded education! We cannot continually focus |
ion Math and Reading/Language Arts. They need Social Studies/History

§12—14 §Wendy Keeney éSee Response 1

‘ne.na. 4 | iand the Arts to provide them with The necessary tools to become A/C
§08'09'4 §Beckley WV gproductive members of society. WV needs to stop *dumbing down” the !
icurriculum! :

112-14  ;Annette Dingess gHigh school students need to know more about our country and ou

! ! ! A/C ;See Response 1
21:44:4 Comfort WV :world. Let us add not subtract classes. P

I am vehemently opposed to decreasing the required high school social
istudies credits. I have taught social studies at the high school level for 12 |
iyears, after spending over 20 years in the field of business management. |
In those 20 years, [ saw the importance of employees having a solid
iunderstanding of world and United States History, along with
igovernment and politics.

2019- J effrey M. Owens In my current role as a teacher of Advanced Placement United States 3

§12_1 5 §teacher . . :Government and Politics, Dual-Credit American Government, Advanced Qoo Response 1
08:39-1 §Greenbr1er East High gPlacement Psychology and General Psychology, 1 see the importance of A/C

7 77" 8chool the various social studies classes. \

§Lewisburg WV !
T cannot understand why the WVDE continues to propose or approve
idecreases in what is required of our high school students. By continuing |
§t0 decrease what 1s required of our students, we are sending a signal that
iour expectations are decreasing. As a result, I see students accepting less
iresponsibility, less accountability and less motivation. {

I know a similar policy change was proposed a couple of years ago and



...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

1t was met with vigorous opposition. I find it difficult to understand why
Ethls would be proposed so soon after that opposition and ultimate tabling
iof the proposal.

I hope all members and stakeholders will understand the negative impact
iof cutting social studies credits, as well as decreasing high school credits
gin general. I also hope all board members will reconsider this proposal
iand vote no.

I write to voice my opposition to the proposed decreasing of social
:studles credits. [ have worked in the WV Supreme Court system for 24
lyears as a circuit court reporter. Each year I see more and more cases
‘brought into our system. And each year [ see defendants (and their
gfamilies) held less and less accountable.

2019-
112-15  Anne Owens
08 44.0 Lew1sburg West

gPlease don continue this trend by decreasing the social studies credits. | See Response 1
‘As many of the defendants in the system are high school age, the school (A/C

gsystem is important in helping to set a positive example for them. Please |

thold our students to a higher level of rigor and accountability, rather

gthan decreasing that level.

,_1

%Again, [ am strongly opposed to the decreasing of social studies credits.

{Thank your for your consideration.

2019- ;Margle Senter

§12_15 sTeacher gStudents need to keep the 4 credits of social studies in high school A/C See Response 1
114:33:3 iGreenbrier County Schools !

il Lewisburg WEST :

sI have grave concerns over the changes to the social studies curriculum A/C §See Response 3

ias well as allowing weighted grades for dual credit. First of all, we need

:2019- JD Lister iour students to be more well rounded in social studies and my cutting ‘Response 11: The
§12—15 Teacher ‘world as a requirement, we are going to massively put these students ‘weighting of AP, AC,

;IB, and dual credit
‘courses is in

BHS gbehind in college. Most colleges require a world and a US credit in most

Bridgeport WV iprograms. We have already done them a massive disservice by not
requiring 20th/21st like we used to. I also think having civics open for ‘alignment with ‘
ijuniors is going to hurt how many seniors are actually in the school. §current accountability |



Looking at the requirements, many seniors will only need to be in school
gfor an English and math credit their senior year. This may boost
:graduation rates but it certainly doesn’t help prepare them.

:measures. The county |
‘dual credit policy :
‘allows them to
éidentify acceptable
‘dual credit courses. |
‘The weighting of dual :
A/C ‘credit will become :
éeffective with the
12020-2021 9th grade |
.cohort. The weighting
‘of other advanced :
\courses is a county-
level decision. To
‘ensure equity,
language has been
éadded concerning the
‘weighting of grades
for students
étransferring from one
‘county to another.

ESecondly, weighting the dual credit programs is a massive error. This
‘will only hurt AP and IB programs, which guarantee rigor. Sadly, our
§dual credit courses do not have the same level of rigor and many times
iare not up to even the standard of a regular high school class. The
‘universities fill these positions with adjuncts, usually retired ones, who
ido the job for extra pay or as a favor. Please do not do damage to our
gamazing AP programs around the state.

{We must stop lowering requirements! We have to push our students to
‘be the best, not push them out the door.

%Diminishing social studies standards demonstrates a total disregard for
ithe importance of what we do in the social studies field. In an era of
iincredibly complicated political questions you are suggesting that we
limit students exposure to social studies content that provides important
gcontext and nuance to the American story, and thus contributes to the
idegradation of our democracy. How can citizens be expected to cope

Dr. John McCormick ‘with things like the impeachment hearings or arguments over individual

Teacher rights when they do not fully understand the context in which they are

Princeton Senior High gbeing debated?

School

Athens WV {Americas history from 1491 to present is not something that should be
icovered in a single semester. AP students in American history do this
gbecause they are driven and strive towards exceptionalism, but are also
isuccessful because in most cases they take U.S. I prior to repeating
imuch of that material in the AP course. We cannot expect the average
istudent to demonstrate that level of commitment to a course, nor should

‘we rush them through complicated and important material in order to aid

2019-
112-16
08:02:0

[§%)

™




ithem in graduating to meet some arbitrary graduation requirement set by
‘bureaucrats interested more in appearances than education.

A properly paced two-course track in American history, followed by
§civics, should be viewed as the best vehicle for the delivery of our
‘important standards. By separating the courses in this way we are
gallowing students to dig deeper into the American story, and learn the
icontent at a pace that allows for greater reflection, consideration, and
ianalysis. A single term of U.S. history would force teachers to cut large
§swaths of history from the curriculum, or otherwise teach much of the
gmaterial in such a nominal fashion that theres no real understand. How
ican one teach the era from 1491 to Present with adequate depth to
irecalcitrant learners in a single semester? The answer, from a practical
istandpoint, is that it can really be done at the high school level. The local
gcolleges in my area even split their U.S. history courses into two units!

‘A few years ago a Mercer County Board member addressed us and told
‘us that we should be digging deep rather than "teaching an inch deep and
éa mile wide." I tend to agree. However, what you are proposing is that
iwe all dig an inch deep, and thats good enough for our students.

I will tell you, as an expert in my field, that this is the wrong choice for
imy students and for West Virginians.

Furthermore, we live in a time in which the teaching of world history is
gof the utmost importance. Proposals to cut that course from the standards
‘once again demonstrate a complete lack of understanding for the
iimportance of what we do. How can one discuss the American founding
§With0ut a background in the Renaissance, Scientific Revolution, and
gEnlightenment? How can we expect our citizens to co-exist with their
§fellow man if we do not teach them about the Protestant Reformation,
ithe long and rich history of Islam and the contribution of Middle Eastern
ipeoples to our history, or the dangers of intolerance based on rabid
gnationalism and religious dogma?

‘The decision to cut standards is not the best way to provide a quality
ieducation to our students. It may boost graduation rates, but it will not
better our citizens.
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iis part of the WV ‘
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(WVGSA).
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‘Chuck Fuller
§Counselor

%Woodrow Wilson High
‘School

§Beckley WV

I strongly oppose the decrease of required Social Studies credits in High |

gSchool from 4 credits to 3. Considering the current lack of knowledge of
ithe typical citizen of the State of WV and the US on how the
‘government works, reducing the required credits makes no sense at all.
‘We seem to be failing to instruct the students on basic citizenship
irequirements.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Reducing the number of required high school credits leads to

undereducated students and indicates to the general public that high

‘school education is less important. Reducing the required credits by 8% :
gseems to signal that students need to learn 8% less than they did before. A/C
‘We are already struggling with finding qualified workers, college-ready
istudents, and world-ready graduates. Lowering the required number of _ :
§credits will only accelerate that issue.

§Kathryn (Kathy) Snyder

‘Teacher

(Capital
%Charleston A AY

EYour state, for years, has been a leader in advancing A.P. courses and )
‘supporting its teachers. Now you want to have teachers be able to opt |
‘out of training if their scores are high enough. This, of course, ignores
gthe changes that occur frequently in the classes, the fact that a teacher
‘might have a very small class of five with four passing the exam, the
iability of teachers to seek and receive support and advice from
gprofessmnals in the field and, worst of all, will lead to some teachers
icherry picking students to take the exam rather than pursuing equity and
iaccess for all students. This is not what the state should pursue. Rather,
ithey should encourage all teachers and students to pursue rigorous
gclasses and instruction. AP is not just about the exam, it is about
ipreparing students and citizens to think deeply and learn skills for
isuccess beyond high school. They learn how to think and write, not what
ito think. Please reconsider this proposal.

‘William C White
Retired Teacher
Jane Lew WV

Brittney Barlett
%English Teacher
Upshur County Schools
§West0n WV

‘Thomas Sleete
§C0nsultant—US History
‘College Board

Troy MI

iSee previous comment about PEP.

26.2.0 Should this section read SAT School Day test for the benchmark
irather than WVGSA?
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gRequiring fewer history classes will compromise student learning. In :
gthis competitive world, deleting World History will economically limit A/C
istudents of WV in the current global conditions. :

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 7

éSee Response 1

;Teachers Stlll have the
‘opportunity to
épartlc1pate in the AP
;Summer Institute.
;This change gives
highly successful AP
éteachers an option to |
éexplore other summer
éprofessional learning 5
‘without requesting a
éwaiver to AP training.
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T am a social studies teacher in my 9th year at Spring Valley High !
:School in Huntington. Based on my experiences as a teacher, I can say it |
gis absolutely impossible to combine all American history (both courses) \
into 1 course. There is no possible way to adequately teach that amount |
‘of information in one course. If this policy passes, students will get only |
ithe most superficial understanding of American history. In addition to |
gthis i1ssue, eliminating World History from the required courses for
igraduation will completely ignore our students need for the
‘understanding of the foundations of Western culture & literature to help
ithem in their language arts/English classes.
gThe need for cultural understanding and inclusion is greater today than
:ever before in this global economy and multi-ethnic society. Eliminating |
iworld history in 9th grade will also mean that students will have no :
{instruction about the other major world religions & cultures.

: : I can imagine how reducing the amount of credits in the core subjects

12019-  Amanda Curnutte ithat students need to graduate will help improve the rigor of their

112-16  teacher ‘education. We require less and less of these students with every course

§12: 11:2 §Spring Valley High School iwe eliminate for graduation requirements. Fewer requirements in core

7 HUNTINGTON WV gclasses mean fewer applications of the critical skills necessary for

istudent success in math & English- the tested subjects that are so
{important to measure student growth & accountability for the public
gschool system. My students use historical content to practice & develop
ithose skills that will help them excel in math & English. Critical
ithinking and document analysis are essential practice for the reading \
‘comprehension demands on the SAT & ACT for college readiness. If the |
gtrue purpose of the public education system is to help educate and |
iprepare our students to be successful in whatever occupation or
ichallenge they pursue after high school, then cutting core classes for
‘eraduation requirements would produce the exact opposite of our
%purpose. We are trying to produce successiul & informed citizens-
removing the foundation of western civilization & an understanding of
ithe other major religions & cultures of the world would not help us
lachieve our goals, but would keep us from giving our students a well
§rounded & complete educatlon

éSee Response 3

12019-  Phoebe McGuire §There are more ways to learn in todays soc1ety, but we know less ! ;

§12 16 §Teacher gbasmally about everything. Therefore, this is not the answer by cutting A/C ;See Response 1
12:11:4 Pubhc High School ithe requirements. We should increase the requirements. Everything in 5

5 Lew1sburg WV iLife is tied to History. History teaches people how to survive in a
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§2019— §Th0mas Sleete

112-16  iConsultant-US History
112:55:5 (College Board

6 Troy MI

2019-  Bryna Jewell

§12—16 §School Counselor
113:33:2 [Tug Valley High School
4 ‘Williamson WV

12-16  Mindy Smith
114:18:3 Lewisburg West

12-16  Teacher
118:07:5 Tug Valley High School
6 ‘Williamson WV

....................................................................................

2019-  Roy Penix
112-16  Teacher

118:28:1 Tug Valley High
3 ‘Williamson WV

....................................................................................

§20 19- §Rebecca Darnell
112-16  Social Studies
120:11:0 Teacher

3 Danville WV

i do not agree w1th the reductlon in the number of soc1al studles credlts ;
I see World Studies as a necessary requirement for todays students. [ }
ithink that it would be detrimental to the students education to fail to
iteach them world history. World History helps prepare students for
‘college studies, international experiences, and civic life. It helps them
gmake sense of the current world they live in. As educators, we should
iwant to create well-rounded, informed students. I think reducing the
_§social studies requirements would be a disservice to our students.

Pamela Booth |
gLeave Social Studies credits needed for graduation 4. Do not mess with
iit. Tt is very necessary for all adults on all walks of life!

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ichanging world. History is a cycle and we can learn from the past to
iimprove our future. Society has so many issues today that we do not
§want to address. Most of the issues are related to Hlstory

I am astounded that WV is c0n31der1ng lowerlng social studies
irequirements for graduation. One need only listen to what passes for :
icivil discourse in the country, or the staggering lack of historical
gknowledge exhibited by national politicians and “celebrities”, to know
ithat now is definitely not the time to pull back from educating students
ion our government, hlstory and ete.

éSee Response 1
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?See Response 1
A/C P

‘Students truly need four credits of social studies. Fach year I have

gforeign exchange students in my English classes & they usually know |
‘more than American students about American history & global events. A/C
iPlease do not cut the required number of credits for this important core |
§subject.

éSee Response 1

;See Response 1

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{As a high school civics teacher it is imperative that we continue to
‘educate our future adults in the field of history. Only when we have
gknowledgeable young adults that are filling the positions within the
‘businesses and our Capitol building making decisions can we grow as a
istate economically. Using the old phrase, “We learn history so we don’t | _ :
grepeat our mistakes™ are more true today than the have ever been. We

‘See Response 1
A/C P



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

imust do everything in our power to ensure our students are prepared for
ithe future and eliminating ANY history credits would be
§counterproduct1ve

gAccordlng to the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS) the
iprimary purpose of social studies is to help young people make mformed
land reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally
gdiverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. Embedded with
ithe state standards for social studies are student goals to:

i understand the facts, concepts, principles, and perspectives that shape
isocial studies

' apply learning to complex situations and contexts

§2019— i* think critically about important issues and communicate their findings 5

%12—17 %Kimi Estep ' engage in the processes of problem solving and discipline-based AJC ;See Response 1
108:10:5 S CHARLESTON West  iinquiry :

3 {The study of Social Science prepares students to grow up as active,

iresponsible, and reflective members of society. It also teaches them to
iaddress societal and global concerns using literature, technology and
‘other identifiable community resources. !
gBy continuing to lower standards, decrease graduation requirements, and |
llessen rigor in the classrooms, we are denying our students the \
‘opportunity for a high quality curriculum which is the primary focus of
gPolicy 2510. If the requirements are changed from four to three social
istudies credits, we are damaging our current and future students.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iAfter reviewing the flex program for English in high schools, i am
‘commenting on the proposal to change the requirements for 11th and
%12th grade students. It sounds strong on paper, but would not work in
ipractice. Mostly because it would require hiring more teachers, which

ithe state of West Virginia has already told teachers they do not have the
‘budget to hire more teachers. There is a shortage. Therefore, educators
§W111 still be overworked and underpaid. I already have three different
iclasses that [ must prepare, including Advanced Placement English. This A/C
rrequires many hours of grading essays and reading. T work 60 - 80 hours |
‘a week, which my paycheck does not cover. If this flex program were to
ibe implemented, [ would probably have four. I understand ofiering
istudents choices with the schedule and classes, but this state just built
‘their own standards seven years ago; will we not have to create new ones |
gfor these courses? Or, rather, will there not be standards at all? Creative \
‘Writing is currently an elective, that students are free to take, offering it

2019-  Marissa Dillon

112-17  Educator

:08:50:0 Huntington High School
7 §Huntingt0n WV

éSee Response 10
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ias a core class for graduation is not optimal. Also, the college drop out
‘rate is at 50% because high schools do not prepare students for college,
gthls would only worsen with these flex courses. [ understand that college
iis not for everyone, but perhaps there should be a limit to the flex
icourses - Career path English courses (technical reading and writing and
{Critical Thinking English) and College path English courses (AP, Dual
§Credit, and a college writing and reading course). Just because a student
ichooses a career path, does not mean that they do not need the essential
icritical thinking skills in the future. Current society lacks the critical
ithinking necessary to communicate (Look at any social media comment
gboard), which is why society is currently so polarized. Please rethink
ithese flex credits and seek input from educators.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

'AS a world history teacher of 20 years, I am greatly opposed to the
‘potential changes in social studies graduation requirements. I say this n0t§
§t0 protect my job, but because of what world history provides students
‘before they graduate. Ancient world history provides our students with
ithe building blocks of civilization across the globe and gives students a
‘better idea of where we came from. For instance, do you know why

gthere are 60 minutes in an hour? My students do! Furthermore, students
ineed to know world history so they can place US history in its !
‘appropriate context. [ have heard it argued that world history isnotbe  A/C
%removed from the curriculum. I disagree. By making this an elective, }
istudents will not automatically be required to take this class. We will
icreate a generation of students who do not know their place in the World
‘have a very US-centric point of view. But we live in very GLOBAL
gsociety. Removing world history as a graduation requirement will in the
ilong run harm our students and rush them through graduation and dump
ithem out into a world unprepared. Please review this policy with these
ithoughts in mind.

! : gPlease do not eliminate World History as a requirement for graduation in |
2019- ‘West Virginia. Many of our students education & experiences are \
112-17  Melody Brown iimpacted by poverty, unemployment and drug abuse. World History

§13:39:5 §Hedgesville West iClass is the only place that they will learn about parts of the world that :
0 gmany of them will never, ever see or experience. Please do not eliminate |
: : ‘World History as a requirement for graduation.

§20 19- §Sonya Shockey

112-17  teacher

\11:51:5 Hedgesville High School
0 Inwood WV

éSee Response 1

?See Response 1
A/C P

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§2019— §BC Butts {At a time when Nationalism is on the rise,when students must compete
112-17  iteacher iglobally, it is ill advised to reduce any social studies content. Lack of



114:41:0 Berkeley County Schools gunderstanding history leads to lack of understanding of the world in

8 Hedgesville WV ‘which we must live and work. I realize the push for STEM in recent
gyears but a well rounded understanding of the world in which you live is |
iof great value, being able to see "big picture” and connect the dots of
ievents around the world is something gained from social studies. These
iqualities lack in many of our current population and are a detriment to
gour state as we are an outlier and struggle to compete in the 21st century.
‘Understanding people,places,and events of the past enables us to make
ibetter decisions about our future."Those who do not learn the lessons of
‘thistory are doomed to repeat the mistakes of history”, we have all heard
gsome version of that. We need well rounded education including social
istudies to produce the type of successful citizens we need. Learning the
iwords and deeds of people from around the world and in different times
{is something that expands your world of thought, why would we ever
gchoose to restrict that?

{Further reductions in the number of required credits for core classes, :
isuch as science and social studies, will only cause harm to students as |
‘they complete their educations and attempt to enter higher education or
gthe workforce. The Social Studies curriculum provides vital history
ieducation to make students informed citizens capable of participating in
idiscussions about government and politics. This curriculum also gives

‘students abilities that are important in any career path, such as

éSee Response 1

§2019— gcontextualization, argumentation, research and critical thinking skills.

112-17  Jordan Nistendirk iCutting the number of required social studies credits will make students

117:10:2 {Charleston WV lless prepared to apply these skills in the workforce, and it will make :

2 gthem less competitive applicants for college if they choose to pursue :See Response 7
thigher education. Furthermore, reducing the number of required credits 5

‘may force personnel cuts and create additional strain on remaining

iteachers, who already are working diligently to provide quality

ieducation and create a positive learning environment within their :

ischools. Please consider requiring four credits of each of the core N

iclasses, in order to ensure that students are learning vital skills and !

§preparing for higher education or the workforce.

%2019_ %Susan McCauley I am concerned that reducing the pu.mber credits required f(?r graduation N 5

§12_17 §Mathematlcs Teacher §vs.,’111 not promote our golal .Of p.rov1d1ng a thorough, deman.dmg, and . See Response 7
‘Randolph County Schools irigorous curriculum. Eliminating the requirement of English 11 and 12 is :

17:18:5 | . i . . . . . i

4 & WYV Virtual School very concerning. I just fail to comprehend how a course in Creative

:Elkins WV :Writing could be an adequate substitute for a junior or senior class A/S



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ifocusing on composition or literature. I am a parent as well as a teacher
iand currently have two children enrolled at WVU in addition to my !
gyoungest who is a 10th grader at Elkins High. [ have seen first hand how
important those courses are for success in post secondary education. T |
iunderstand that these minimum requirements will not be the path for
‘most students who plan to pursue a four year degree. However, I have
gknown a number of students throughout my career who as a ninth grader
‘might not intended to go to college, but after experiencing success in ;
thigh school and getting encouragement from teachers, they come to
realize that a earning a degree is achievable. Unfortunately, once a
gstudent heads down one path, it will be difficult to change their mind

iand earn those credits that will still be required for college admission

iand essential to success in college. [ have similar concerns for the
‘proposed changes to the social studies courses. I have heard from my
gcolleagues that it would be nearly impossible to adequately address the
ivast content in the proposed US Comprehensive course. Eliminating the |
rrequirement for World Studies has us all scratching our heads. It brings |
ito mind a saying about failing to learn from the mistakes of the past and
gbeing doomed to repeat them. Cliche? Perhaps, but concerning none the
iless. Instead of lowering the bar for our students to help them graduate,
iwhy don we focus on building up supports to help all students be

: : isuccessful?
2019-  Mitch Nida |

112-18  Principal I just wanted to comment that T am in support of the proposed

108:52:3 §Berkeley Springs gchangesladjustments to the High School level. N SSee Response 1
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§It is imperative that we do not change the social studies requirements for | '
thigh school students! The social studies have so many far reaching
ieffects in all other areas of study. It is the great unifier and makes

—_ ‘relevancy so much more attainable for all content areas. If you want
‘Cristina McCabe : y y

2019- Ms istudents to have choice then allow that within the social studies. A ' :

12-18 §Mo.non alia Count :comprehensive American class is one of the worst ideas [ have ever AJC See Response |
111:33:4 §Schoolsg Y ‘heard of. Ask any student that has taken AP U.S. History how much P

7 thard work and rigor that class takes. Why would we take the same :

: :‘Morgantown West ! :

\ :amount of content and force an on-level class of students and the teacher |

{to ry to maintain that pace? If this is implemented students would get a
iwatered-down highlight reel of American history facts and miss out on
ione of the key components of social studies, critical thinking. Social
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istudies curriculum inherently promotes analysis, creativity, evaluation,
‘application, and understanding. The social studies, when taught

gcorrectly, have the ability to teach and enhance skills needed in the 21st
icentury and beyond. I am all for offering more types of social studies
‘curriculum to give students choice, but the way this policy is attempting
it is asinine.

I cannot help but wonder with the changes proposed in high school
‘programing is this an inventive way to make sure our graduation rate
icontinues to climb by making school easier for students. What doesa |
‘thigh school diploma mean now? Does it mean that you faced challenges,
iworked hard and your education was diverse enough that when you leit
isecondary school you knew what you want to do and what you do not
‘want to do? Or is this a way to make our state statistics look like they are |
‘improving by giving “flexibility” to administration to make sure a ‘
gsmdent can graduate? If you want to change policy change the part of

ithe school evaluation that rates us by how many students that complete
§high school in four years, PERIOD, not in years; some need more time.
‘Some need less, give them paths to finish earlier if it is their desire. Do :
énot touch the social studies. In the rapidly changing world that we live in |
itoday the skill and standards taught in these classes are at a vital :
{importance for our future generations.

gWhile [ agree/like the idea of tech English it will be hard to provide :
‘enough sections of that English along with all the others needed/required |
into the master schedule of a small high school. Also, I fear that many |
icollege-bound students, with the permission of their parents, will try and

éSee Response 10

gopt to take the "easier” tech English instead of the more challenging éThese two math ‘
‘ ‘ English that will prepare them for college. Even with courses are comprised :
2019- §Shelly Updegrave greqmrements/recommendatlons, what the parent wants the student gets. ;of the same standards. ;
112-18  Counselor They are intended to
. iTaking Algebra at the same time as Algebra Support (two periods a day | ‘be taucht in
:16:54:5 Ravenswood High School ‘the fresh ds lik derful idea. b Havi : : g

ithe freshmen year) sounds like a wonderful idea, but . . . . Having conjunction with one

6 ‘Ravenswood WV : . . :
istudents who most likely hate math taking two periods of math a day

isounds like placement in Hades for both the student and the instructors. _
gSecondly, in a small school with very few sections of each class, these ;SCC Response 1
;students may end up being together in the same classes for the remainder | :

‘of the day. May not be the best learning environment. I would venture to |

‘guess that these classes may have more than their share of behavioral \

iissues when compared to the classes filled with the high achievers.

‘another.
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‘World History - I feel should be a required sophomore history class. We |
glive in a global economy and it is important that students are aware of ‘
iour history with other countries as well as their locations, capitals, etc.
{Again, a sophomore history class not a freshman history.

gPEP Plans - It is a wonderful idea to have parental signatures on PEP
‘plans as well as all things related to their childs education.

‘The problem is we can ever get anything back. Usually this entails
‘making an initial copy because the original will be lost. Then reminding
g(or hounding) them to return the signed PEP. So two or three copies
{later, maybe just maybe, we might get back 25% of the signed PEPs
ireturned. Calgon take me away. . . .

%It appears that initiating the flex program for English in high schools, :
iparticularly for 11th & 12th graders, because it would require funding &

2019- ‘thiring additional teachers. The State of WV previously stated that there :
§12—19 J ames Graff 1s no budget for hiring educators. This flex initiative would cause AJC See Response 10
111:32:3 Hurricane WV iadditional hardship on existing teachers by imposing even more duties.
0 : {Additionally, the flex initiative would further limit students in college :

ipreparatory courses that would diminish their probability of success.
:Finally, it 1s imperative to seek input from our teachers.

§SOCial studies curriculum is a paramount piece of foundational

ieducation. With the world becoming more available at the tap of a

iscreen, we have seen the need for multicultural understanding at an all

itime high. High school social studies courses provide that multicultural

gunderstanding and allows students to consider those other than

ithemselves in a historical and societal setting. The required number of

isocial studies credits to graduate should not drop from four to three. For :
gsuch a thing to occur would be to betray the not only the nation, but also ;See Response 1
ithe world. Outside of West Virginia, everyone is looking in--judging. A/C :
‘We need to show them that our Appalachian society is not backward, \

iperhaps as stereotypes have spread. Providing lots of social studies to

‘our future generation is imperative. In addition to maintaining the

inumber of social studies credits to graduate, the designation of world

thistory as an elective rather than a required course is distasteful. World

thistory is an integral understanding that is the foundation of the

gmulticultural education. To learn what the world has gone through in its

iyears of recorded history provides context to billions of people across

2019-  Logan Riffey

12-19  Mr.

17:24:0 N/A

9 Berkeley Springs WV
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‘Bret Powner
Parkersburg WV

‘Princeton Senior High
:School
Princeton WV

§C0urses in both US History and World History should be required to
iprovide the proper context and perspective for both courses.

ithe globe. It is important to learn history in order to not repeat it. For our |

‘West Virginian school children, reducing the amount of social studies \

geducation and removing world history from the list of required courses

iwill only disservice them. To educate our children means providing for : :
ithe future of our state.

:See Response 1
A/C s

Erick Burgess '
! & iSocial studies courses are vital in creating students who are civic-

immded outstanding citizens. Cutting the requirements for social studies A/C
thurt, not only students, but our communities.

éSee Response 1

§Daniel Aaron Carr
History Teacher
‘Putnam County Schools
Buffalo WV

Jordan Manning
‘{Oceana WV

Ian Hillman

§Assistant Principal
BerkeleyCounty Schools
§Ma.rtinsburg WV

gEasing the 4th social studies credit to allow room for exploration and
istudent freedom is an excellent choice. Even as a former social studies
gteacher, I am in agreement with this. I think it was solid decision making |
ito still permit a 4th social studies class to count towards graduation, but
‘allow that flexibility to students that are choosing post-secondary plans
_§that don heavily involve social studies.

§It is foolish to reduce Social Studies requirements. Students need to
ilearn history, government, and American values. If anything we should
iadd more Social Studies. It is the liberal arts that teach students how to
ithink and communicate. You can not use Google to learn how to be a
ggood citizen.

:See Response 1
A/C i

§L1m1t1ng students Social Studies learnlng is a disservice to them. If out

‘mission is to prepare them for a global society, and then teaching them |
Jleas about the global society we live in is sending mixed messages. We
glearn so much from social studies coursework- civics, psychology,
icurrent events, past events, our heritage, and so on- this builds a
framework of our global society. Limited classes will also cut teaching
‘positions, that is a disgrace. It sends a message that those classes and
gteachers are not important. Keep it the way it is!

:See Response 1
A/C :

éSee Response 1

§Blaine Hess
‘Superintendent

Jackson County Schools
Ripley WV

I strongly support the implementation of 10 prescribed and 12
ipersonalized credits for graduation from high school. This approach
iproperly acknowledges the realization that the academic needs of

éSee Response 1

students differ based on their education and career goals.
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§David Price
‘Superintendent

Raleigh County Schools
§Beckley West

§The flexibility afforded to students in the revisions to policy 2510 are on
ithe mark. I support the flexibility of using the fourth social studies credlt
for an area more appropriate for student need.

.............................................................................................................................................................................

iThe flex credit provides a student with choices: This option will allow
istudents to choose based on their post-secondary plans weather it be a
§3001al studies concentration, Science for the STEM minded, or
‘Computer science course if plans are computer science career and finally | N
‘CTE foundational course. This option will allow QUR HS students the
‘option of a CTE course even with College bound post secondary plans.
iThis is not available at this time due to requirements.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020-
01-01
108:24:4

David C Pugh, Jr
ICiticzen

‘Concerned Citizen
§SHEPHERDSTOWN WV

J on Pitzer

None
§N0ne
Poca WV

il am vehemently opposed to reducing the number of Social Studies
icredits for graduation. I had already decided to comment before I read
ithe Gazette story about the Nazi salute debacle. I was going to say that
gThomas Jefferson believed that Democracy and ignorance can coexist,
iespecially in this era of the need for citizens to determine fact from !
‘fiction on the internet. However, when the report investigating the recent |
gdeplorable Nazi salute episode said that the "silver lining" in it all was \
IGNORANCE, I was astonished! When is ignorance a positive?

It is frightening that a WV government report would condone ignorance
iabout events that are catastrophically driven, WWII and the Holocaust.
§Again, [ believe that the WV Department of Education is condoning
iignorance by proposing to reduce the number Social Studies credits for
ieraduation thus making it likely that students will not take World
‘History and compressing US History into a 1 year impossible mission. :
INO, NO, No!

iSee "General” commemts.

éSee Response 3

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Mary Mullins
%Counselor

Lincoln County High
‘School

Hamlin WV

T have concerns about the proposed changes to graduation requ1rements.
I am not in favor of changing social studies/history course requirements. |
In order have an effective and informed citizenry and understand the
iresponsibilities and rights of citizenship; students must be taught and
iunderstand the concepts of government. That is a task that should be \
idone thoroughly. An understanding of US History is vital to the strength
iof our nation.

éSee Response 1
éSee Response 3

éSee Response 7



T do not believe it is necessary to sacrifice a history course in order to
‘provide students with additional opportunities to explore other course
goptions. Most students who have a 7-period instructional day have an
‘opportunity to earn 28 credits. With the state requirement of 22 credits
§for graduation, there are 6 course electives that students have available
to fulfill individual education plans. Actually, only 18 credits are state
gprescribed courses, so students have 4 additional opportunities to take
icourses that meet their individual career plans. Students have an
lopportunity for a "flex" course within the current graduation policy.

I am concerned that a much needed and valuable US History course is
gbeing targeted in order to appease a vocal CTE initiative which is
iworking to promote their individual agenda and not necessarily the
ioverall educational needs of the entire student population. Please do not
isee this as a negative message regarding CTE programs because it is not.
I completed a CTE program in high school and use those skills daily,
thowever, I also use my reasoning and analytical skills (taught in history
icourses) daily with regards to staying informed on current
ipolitical/government events, decision making in life and in the
iworkplace. History classes teach valuable skills also. History courses are
iengaging and thought provoking; it is more than teacher recitation of
‘dates/places. History courses also teach skills that students use in other
gdisciplines such as English. With student state English/Reading scores
ibeing below national averages, why would a course that supports those
iskills be removed from graduation requirements? Will a computer
§science course contribute more to the state test scores, which we are
gultimately Judged by? Years ago, we were told that students needed to
thave computer skills before the high school level. Could computer
iscience courses not be offered to middle school students to better
iprepare them for all courses at the high school level?

I also have a concern regarding whether part of this decision to change
igraduation requirements is due to teacher shortages and thus making an
ladditional social studies or science course optional will alleviate the
ishortage of certified teachers. As you are aware, some CTE instructors
gdo not have teaching degrees but have left industry to work within the
ischool system. Again, [ am not opposed to CTE courses at all. They are
inecessary to fulfill our obligation to educate/prepare all students for life
‘after high school whether for the job market or post-secondary
§educati0n.

A/C
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T am in support of maintaining the history course graduation
requirements as they currently are. I do not see the necessity of the
iproposed changes.

iThank you for your time and consideration.

{In light of the current embarrassing scandal within our department of ‘
gcorrections, it is clear that West Virginia should NOT reduce the ‘
irequired number of social studies credits to graduate. The display of
dignorance was incredible and a stain on our state. We already struggle to |
iovercome deeply rooted stereotypes and prejudices, and this situation |
gwill do nothing but perpetuate the idea that West Virginians are A/C
iuneducated and racist. Can you imagine the further commentary and :
'scorn if we still then decide to proceed with cutting the history education |
‘requirements? Please make the right decision and leave the course of §
gstudy as it is in its current state. This effort has failed before, and it
ishould be evident by now that it is not a desired course of action.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

:As an educator with a bachelors degree in Earth and Space Science, [ am
ipleased that West Virginia has decided to adopt the Next Generation

12020-  (Claire Webb

01-02  Educator

113:31:4 Jefferson County Schools
4 §Shenand0ah Junction WV

éSee Response 1

..................................................................................

iScience standards and make ESS a requirement for high school students.
12020-  Abby Bryant However, to fully implement NGSS at the high school level, students

§01—02 §Teacher gshould also be required to take Physical Science along with ESS and AS
116:32:2 Cabell County Schools Life Science (the three disciplines addressed in the NGSS). It is my hope |

3 ‘Huntington Wv ‘that the WV Board of Education would consider adding the addition :

: iscience requirement of Physical Science to ensure our students receive

gthe best possible education they can in preparation for life after high :
ischool. Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

§The modern world is becoming increasingly global, and world history is A/C :See Response 1

iintegral for students to develop a global mindset for the 21st century.

ngst century skills cannot be taught in isolation of the United States and ‘Response 12:

%2020_ o §our own American experience. ;Teacher s from across
0100 Matthew I Cirilli . . . the state worked
18974 §Teach§r ;anwledge of worl.d hlsto.ry goes hand-in-hand with the Sm(_ly of other | §t083th31‘ to create and
1 §Wheehng wV ;subjects. It will be impossible for students to understand a historical isequence :
: movel, Animal Farm for example, without first studying the Russian :developmentally
§Revolution. éappropriate science

standards in grades K-
iThis change will severely reduce the enrollment for AP World History | 12 Students taking



iwhich is a course that helps our students get a major advantage heading
iinto college.

iearth and space
éscience, biology, and
‘the recommended
éphysical science, or
échemistry and

éphysics, will have a
‘rigorous science
éeducation in the three
émajor strands of
éscience. High school
:starts with earth and
éspace science because
this course is not as |
émathematically
‘challenging as
éphysical science; :
éstudents will be better :
éprepared for the math
in physical science(s)
1n the eleventh grade. :

§Students will be unprepared to attend colleges that provide a liberal arts
‘curriculum, as they will not be knowledgeable regarding major historical
gevents, beliefs of major world religions, and different cultures.

gIt will be more difficult for West Virginian students to get accepted into
icompetitive colleges, as they will be lacking knowledge that is taught in
gthe school systems of other states.

%Literacy regarding maps and geographic knowledge will be severely
greduced without the impetus to study world history.

§Studying US history in isolation to the rest of the world provides an
iincomplete and inaccurate perspective regarding major historical events.
Likewise, it ignores the vast majority of human history that occurred
éprior to the establishment of the American colonies.

gMulti—ethnic awareness and the importance of the contributions of
‘different cultures to world development, especially African and Asian
gachievements, will be crippled by these changes. :
: éWorld Languages is
rrecommended for all
students.

éStudents will have less opportunities to learn empathy and tolerance
itoward other peoples and belief systems.

gStudents will lose the chance to experience far away places that they
imay not have the means or opportunities to visit.

%It will be more difficult for students to interact with, and appreciate the
§cultures of, our exchange students. As it is, [ have had exchange students
ipresent about their homelands in my world history classes. These
iinteractions are very fruitful, but without world history, exchange
gsmdents will see that we do not value experience beyond our own
‘borders.

%Without first studying world history, students will not understand the
icause and effect relationship between many historical events. For
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iexample, one cannot understand the American Revolution without first
§studying the philosophy of the Enlightenment philosophers (which are
first introduced in the World History class).

éWe risk forgetting about, and thereby repeating, the many mistakes that
ghave occurred in world history.

§With0ut studying world history, students will not understand where they
lor their families came from. Knowing world history is part of everyones |
sself-identity. :

éRemoving the World History course as a requirement sends a message
‘that events beyond the borders of the United States do not affect us. This |
icould not do our students more of a disservice, as global problems will |
gbe serious challenges throughout their lives. This is not just a class that

iis at stake: it is a worldview that says that it is important to be
‘(knowledgeable and understanding regarding all of humanity.

‘My concern is with the 9th grade science thats currently offered which is

§Brian McNeel the Earth and Space Science (9th grade). [ would recommend going back .

12020- §Teacher ‘to Physical Science to be offered as the required 9th grade class and S R 19
01-02 §Cabell Midland High {Earth and Space Science to be offered as a Recommended College and €e kesponse
319:35:5 §School ECareer Readiness Course. The reason for this is because this class will :

5 §Ona WV §help prepare students for the WV State Standardized Test (SAT). The

! icontent standards will help with math skills that Earth & Space Science

ido not cover.

I am not in favor of proposed changes in the state history curriculum.

{The proposal to eliminate the current two US history courses for the
ialternative of one comprehensive US course does not provide students
ithe ample opportunity to develop an understanding of the governmental,
gsocial and cultural foundations of this country. The proposed student : :
gchoice of a history or science course seems counterproductive. Many ;See Response 3
:STEM jobs require the higher level thinking skills and knowledge taught (A/C :

iin science courses. The current history and science course curriculum }

gdoes not prevent students irom experiencing CTE foundation courses, |

‘computer science or other elective courses. As a parent, my children had |

ithe opportunity to select numerous electives within their daily :

gschedules. :

:Students can gain work skills through completion of a CTE program but |

J ennifer Conkle

2020-  Statewide Apprenticeship
:01-02  Coordinator

120:23:4 {River Valley Childhood
7 §Development

: ‘Huntington WV
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iin my experience students do not always obtain the needed credentials
ifrom CTE participation. Often individuals need additional training to _ :
:obtain appropriate credentials and employment.

2020- L . o .
0102 Cecil Mullins :Students have many elective classes within their schedules which allows | ;See Response 1

i i . ‘them to explore careers or areas of interest. Weakening core course A/C
120:36:0 West Hamlin WV \ D g }

3 gselection does not produce students with better employment skills.

I am urging WYV State Department of Education to reconsider taking ' '
‘World History out of the mandatory curriculum for High School \

'students. Our job in our state and in our country is to prepare our

gsmdents for the 21st century. Preparing our students to be productive

iand positive citizens and for the careers they will pursue includes

ipreparing them for interactions with others who are unlike they are,

‘others that will come from all over the world. As a Spanish teacher Irely

gon my students having some background knowledge to assist them in

{learning about the Spanish language and culture again to help prepare

2020-  JoAnn Tweeddale ithem for the future. If we take World History out of the mandatory

%01—03 %Spanish Teacher ‘curriculum, students will not receive the necessary understanding of AJC ;See Response 1
i11:15:0 {Raleigh County Schools :what makes our country and people, as well as different countries and |

2 Bradley WV ithe people who are a part of them who they are today. It would be a '

idisservice to our students to not equip them with basic knowledge about

gthe world and its history. Our US history is a part of World History and
ivice versa. [ am also a parent of a child in this state and one of my
iconcerns has always been about the education system. This decrease in
‘mandatory standards, of not requiring World History, or even lowering
gcredit hours to graduate, decreases the rigor of our education system,
ithus devaluing it. Our students and children deserve better. Please
ireconsider this policy to remove World History as a mandatory High
iSchool course. Thank your for your time, Sincerely, JoAnn Tweeddale

§L0ri Knight %Raleigh County Schools requires 24 credits to graduate, the flexibility in
2020- §Principal ithe revisions to Policy 2510 will provide opportunities to address ALL S R |
01-03 §Liberty (Raleigh) High istudents post-secondary plans, not just students planning to attend § (EC RESpONSE
11:42:3 §Sch001 icollege. The flex credit especially will provide our students with choices |

4 i ) §of classes to personalize graduation requirements for the individual
: :Glen Daniel WV i
! istudent based on interest, post secondary plans or CTE interests.

iAndrew Carroll i think the assumptlon ‘that "Students should consult their chosen post— i
101-03  English Teacher :secondary educational/training institution when choosing course options |

~ See Response 10
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gand electives” put too high a burden on students. All students who finish
thigh school in West Virginia should come out ready and prepared for |
gany opportunity. We should ensure that--it shouldn be put on the
istudents.

Requiring 22 credit hours to graduate doesn make sense to me students
gon a block schedule who complete 32 courses could potentially fail an
ientire year of school and have enough credits to graduate. Additionally,
iputting it on county boards of education to set higher standards creates
‘inequalities in our educational system. The state board should mandate
ghigh standards from the top down.

{English: While more flexibility is a nice idea, in practice this erodes the
abilities of schools to ensure that students have an equitable education
gand that they are prepared for college and the workforce. There is no

‘way that English 9 and 10 can teach students all the skills and cultural
‘currency they need to succeed in the world. Two years is too short a time |
ito survey all the great literature the world has to offer and teach students
ghow to read, write, listen, and speak critically. More than anything the
istate needs to help poorer counties support more electives and options.
{This flexibility is misplaced and will not improve educational quality.

§Science. [ fundamentally don understand why four math and English
icourses are required, but only three sciences are. Students should be
‘required to have science every vear. I also question why Physical
§Science 1s not taught in 9th grade as a foundation for Biology,
iChemistry, and other sciences. Earth and Space Science seems more
iappreciate for middle schoolers.

%Social Studies. [ oppose this change whole-hearted. As a certified
§English and Social Studies teacher, T cannot understand how we can
ireduce the total number of social studies courses and expect improved
istudent outcomes. One year is not enough time to cover American !
§Hist0ry and all students should be required to have a basic understanding
iof World History. Not requiring that much of students puts West :
Virginia in a position to fulfill terrible stereotypes that teachers fight
‘against every day. It comes down to the question of "what kind of :
§students do we want to create?". If we want to create thoughtful students :

éWhile we work with
‘Higher Education ‘
Policy commission to |
éensure students are
prepared with the
‘appropriate courses
;for in state college
éprograms, this :
élanguage 1S necessary
for students who
échose to attend private
:and out of state '
;institutions of higher
‘education.

‘SAT School Day is a
écomponent of the :
;West Virginia General
‘Summative 5
;Assessment
{(WVGSA).

éWorld Languages is
‘recommended for all
students.
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iwho are ready to lead WV into the future we have to ask more of them
iand we have to make sure they have a rigorous education that exposes
gthem to more than the United States. Additionally not requiring World
{History is antithetical to the diversity and multiculturalism that students
need to be exposed to. Our students need a global perspective to
icompete in todays economy. I also feel that without the state mandate
gcounty boards of education will cut social studies positions.

%Does the WV GSA language need updating? What is the GSA now? The
SAT?

gThe Arts. [ believe that many school districts--particularly poor districts-
i_are not meeting this requirement to offer four sequential courses in the |
arts. I believe the state should help support this so that students have
gequitable educational opportunities.

§Flex Credit. [ believe that the flex credit options should be required for
iall students.

gWorld Languages. The State Board of Education should require all
istudents to complete two years of a world language.

gThe elements of a thorough and efficient system of education is
! ielaborated upon in 3.2.d, stating that "an appropriately demanding
12020-  Lisa Terry icurriculum for all students, with emphasis on the program of study that

§01—03 §English/Language Arts gare aligned with rigorous standards, learning skills, and technology N ;See Response 10
115:18:0 Independence High School itools...." I do not see how a semester-long elective such as Creative
0 ‘Coal City WV ‘Writing can be equivalent to a year-long core curriculum class such as
: : {English 11 or English 12. It would seem that we would be failing to
iprovide an appropriately demanding curriculum.
\ \ Thls is where [ am in strong disagreement with the current policy, as A/C
: ‘written. :
0p0.  Mart Relly | o |
01-05 §Soc11al Studies Teacher/ I cannot state in stronger terms that .I think .ehmmatmg Worlld History as
Department Head ia requirement from our curriculum is a terrible move and will send us :See Response 3
112:25:0 ¢ ) ; : : : L. ’ i i
9 ‘Morgantown High School  ibackwards in many educational rankings. West Virginia can find
‘Morgantown WV itremendous value in teaching World History to its students. As a state

gthat is not tremendously diverse, and with many students who never :
§Venture far from WVs borders, it is imperative that we continue to teach
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iwhat is outside of our world and how that explains how we got where
iwe are now.

§There is much research as to why World History is important;
ghttps://whfua.history.ucla.edu/ shared/thinking.php

%https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap—world—history/ap—world—
thistory-beginnings/what-is-world-history/a/what-is-world-history

§https://www.thewha.org/about/what—is—world—history/

éThere 1s also no reasonable reason to ask for a US Comprehensive class.
! ! :Many people at the state department will say that WV is only one of two |
istates who don teach a "comprehensive" US History class. This is a very
‘misleading stat. For example, Maryland offers a "Comprehensive”
‘course, but it is US history after the civil war. They just label it as
:comprehensive. Lumping 500 years of US History in to one course isa |
ipoor way to teach our history. It happens in AP US History, but that is
! ! étypically a very different type of history student than the average WV |
iStudent.

gAt the end of the day, we need to ask ourselves why we are wanting to
‘REDUCE Social Studies requirements. Social Studies courses are not
ithe reason students do not graduate on time. Social Studies courses are
gnot a problem in WV,

If the goal of public education is to develop an informed citizenry, why
iwould we try to limit the educational opportunities in the Social Studies
field to do this?

I am speaking to the reduction of the social studies graduation
irequirement from four credits to three credits. [ am opposed to the
ireduction of social studies credits, and I am also opposed to substituting

§ROTC for a social studies credit. Students will be required to take one ;See Response 1
icomprehensive American history class and one civics course and one A/C :

ielective. What is the reasoning for not requiring World History

‘especially given the times we live in? We are no longer isolated from the |

iworld and the impact world actions have on America. We live in an

ginterdependent world. Students need to be education in world affairs in



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

! iorder to make logical and rational decisions as well as having a greater
‘understanding of world affair and the impact on their lives. The primary
gpurpose of social studies is to give students a basis for making rational
idecisions in a diverse world. Not studying World History would be a
ideterrent to this purpose. An obvious example of this would be the
recent Nazi salute at the officer training. Social studies has always been

! the class which students learn civic engagement and lessening the the
icredits for social studies sends an implied message to our students.
iSocial studies does not only teach history. It teaches tolerance, literature,
‘technology, community involvement, respect and so much more.
ESecondly, I do not ascribe to the notion that ROTC can be substituted for
ia social studies credit. While ROTC instructors do a fine job, adding
isocial studies standards to an overworked staff would be detrimental to
‘both instructor and student. Social studies should be taught by qualified
ginstructors with a certification in social studies. I see this as an attempt
ito cut social studies positions and push Dual Credit. Although [
‘appreciate that this policy would allow counties flexibility most counties
‘will follow the lead of this policy and reduce social studies credit from

' éfour to three as it will become a cost savings measure.

;The proposed policy
‘does not reduce the
‘number of required |
écredits for graduation. |

I take issue to a further reduction of graduation requirements, and the
iproposed changes to social studies and physical education requirements.
iWe are currently one of the most obese states in the United States yet we

{ iwant to add flexibility to the one year PE requirement we currently have.
2020-  William Plymale If anything students need more time in physical education and health N :
101-05 §Social Studies Teacher gclasses in our state. I also feel that in today’s political climate we would ‘There were 1o
§13:30:5 §Upshur County Schools ibe doing our students a disservice in reducing social studies échanges made to the

6 ‘Buckhannon WV irequirements. Our students are future voters, soldiers, and politicians
iand they need as much exposure world events, our Nations history,
icivics, and economics as possible. In conclusion, I feel the reduction of

\ A/C ‘physical education
§graduation credits devalues our students and further erodes the work

‘requirements.
: ;See Response 1
iethic we are (rying to instill. :

%2020_ The ide.a tl.lat dismantling core requirerrllents fo.r social studies in high

§01_0 5 §C01by Johnson gschool is simply put, pr(?posterous. Social studlejs allows students to See Response 1
13:35-5 Mr learn about not only their own c1.11ture and how 1t. was .delveloped, but the A/C

7 §Charleston A\ AY iculture of those who are not similar to them. While this is one of the

imain purposes of this field of education, one main aspect we always hear |
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iare “if you aren’t aware of history, we are bound to repeat it.” Without |
iinforming high schoolers of all forms of history, not just US History, we |
gallow them to become a well-rounded student who can appreciate and \
ivalue other cultures, while also teaching them the failures of the past and
§h0w to avoid those as well.

2020- |

:01-05 Chrlsty Whetsell
115:05:5 Morgantown Wv
6 \

..................................................................................

2020- |
0 1-05 §Tara Veazey
116:01:1 Charleston WV

2020~

01-06  Jacob Yocum
07:18:4 |Glenville WV
4 *

H
H
s
N
H
5
H
H
N
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I find it amazing ‘that there would be any consideration of decreasing the | ‘

gsocial studies credit required for students from 4 to 3. [ have a recent ‘

igraduate, as well as another set to graduate this year, and as the adage

igoes, if we do not learn from the past, we are bound to repeat those

‘mistakes.

§A110w1ng decreased requirements from their understanding of the world A/C

iand its history, only means that we are going to grow further as a dlwded§

society. Education allows understanding to develop, with hope, grows a |

ispark in the young to make a better world.

ESO no, [ vehemently decry allowing our younger children to miss this
ieducational opportunity.

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

:Students need to have 4 years of social studies including world history.

A world history class in middle school is not the same as having world
thistory in high school. Please re-evaluate this and make the right choice

ifor students. As this is written their are many loopholes (too many '
isubstitutions) and students may not be geiting all of the high school A/C
§credits they need in order to get into college. Currently we have students

iin high school that are already not learning about World War II because |
ithey have elected to take psychology and sociology instead of 11th grade |
_§history - we need to rectify this problem not continue to add to it. 3

§Once again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has
idecided to try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies
‘Credits needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why
‘must the WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only
§d0 Social Studies courses teach students about what has occurred :
ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the
istate we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, |
‘and writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does
gthe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a
‘striving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set |
fforth are hurting the students. [ believe that the WVBOE should \
‘continue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 3
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ias such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary
§Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such
gas Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
‘curriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
gsmdents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a
‘particular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
%guarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

EarthSpace science should NOT be the prescribed science for 9th grade. |

It is too broad and abstract and doesn’t align with course expectations :

gfor college applicants. It is especially harmful to students who depend on | ;See Response 12
ideveloping the foundational skills in physical science to succeed in N :

upper level chemistry and physics courses required for careers in :

2020-  Canady
i01-06  Science Teacher
108:17:3 Huntington High

5 §Hunt1ngt0n WV imedicine, engineering and other STEM careers that our state and

gcountry are struggling to fill.
2020- g e ‘See R 12
01-06 o iChange 9th grade science back to physical science. Earth science is N 1Dee hesponse
08:23:1 ¢ . thurting our students.
6 :Huntington WV

iSocial studies should be 4 credits ensuring that we have students and :
icitizens that are aware of the past and the world around them. Science |
2020-  iEllen Johnson ishould be 4 credits including Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Earth A/C
§01—06 §teacher §Science (or Physical Science). Science electives should also be ;See Response 1
108:34:4 Huntington High School  iavailable. Our goal is to make our students and future citizens more ! '
8 %Huntington WV ‘informed of how the world works. This is the only way to properly A/ S
: iprepare them for college and independent thinking. Our state has many |

§0bstacles (0 overcome. Makmg the currlculum easier is not the answer.
§Soc1al Studles credlts should remain at 4 credlts Students truly need :See Response 1
%2020— %William thls The entry level class for 9th graders in science should be Physical A/C
01-06  Teacher iScience. Earth and Space science is important but it does not prepare ;See Response 12
108:38:1 Cabell County istudents for the true STEM pathway. If they attempt chemistry or : :
1 §Huntingt0n WV gphysws they do not have the basics skills to succeed. Earth and Space is N

icovered in physical science.
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gThese changes in high school programming will offer students flexibility

See Response 1

%2020— %Carmen Dial ghowever it will also diminish the value of a high school diploma. In A/C
:01-06  Teacher iparticular, the areas of social studies and science. Students should be See Response 6
108:39:2 Cabell Co Schools rrequired to take four of each of these classes in high school. These arcas | P
5 §Huntingt0n WV m particular are critical to a foundational knowledge of any contributing N
' :member of society. '
C. Bryan Daugherty I appreciate and a.pplaud the move tongllve s.tudents l'rnorle c.:h01ces. But
: :my recommendation was during the "listening tour" as it is now to
12020-  {Teacher & President of - . . . .
isimply give students a choice on what to take in place of World History
01-06  {RCHS Faculty-Senate i . . . . ;
: N , :as [reshmen. Additionally, it should be a course that involves studying  {A/S
120:57:0 iRitchie County High . o . . . :
9 ‘School §d1ver31ty like geography, world history, or teacher designed course like \
§Ellenb0r0 WV ithe civil war, civil rights & womens suffrage, or my international studles
iclass at Ritchie County High School.
I am strongly opposed to reducing the social studies requirements o
ionly three. But if that is a foregone conclusion (which T am sure most if
gnot all of these proposed changes are), can we at least compromise on
mot combining both early U.S. history and modern U.S. history. All of
\C. Bryan Daugherty ‘my fellow history and government teachers nationwide all hate that they |
12020-  Teacher & President of thave combined the two in their states. Even the college board has :
:01-06  RCHS Faculty-Senate gadvised and suggested that schools simply teach their AP U.S. history C éSee Response 3
121:27:4 Ritchie County High icourse into two consecutive years or semesters prior to the AP Exam.
2 ‘School {This ensure students as well as the teachers do not get overwhelmed
: Ellenboro WV iwith the amount of material. T am more of a quality over quantity guy.
: gMandate Civics, have students choose one of the two U.S. histories, and
ithen one other again in regarding diversity like geography, world
‘thistory, and teacher-designed courses like my international studies or
iperhaps civil war, civil rights and womens suffrage, etc.
..................... WhlleIamasoc1alstud1esteacherIgotasfarasCalculusHatWest
: Virginia Wesleyan before [ realized it would be better to teach what [ am {
! {C. Bryan Daugherty : i . . ! ;
: : : :passionate about instead of what came easy to me. If you are serious s :
12020-  {Teacher & President of :This proposed policy
' ' :about giving sudents more choices, then you should also lower the : L
01-06  {RCHS Faculty-Senate ! ileaves the decision to
11:32:5 Ritchie County High irequired math credits to three as well (for an additional flex). The math \N take math every year
1 o §School iteachers at my school tell me that the students who take Trigonometry u o counties
: iare the ones who do well on the SAT. Beyond that, how many math P ’

§Ellenb0ro wv iclasses do WV high school students need for college (most will only

§need college algebra)? All those not going to college, why do they need
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ito take a fourth math in their senior year? Besides, are we not suffering a

ishortage of math teachers. And before all the STEM people freak out,

gthe kids preparing for those fields, they are already taking 5, 6, or more

icourses. [ had a student at RCHS that graduated recently had 8 courses :
iin mathematics.

:Social studies
‘'standards are staying
éthe same. While
‘personal finance
'standards are
‘embedded in the
écivics course, those

If we are reducing the number of social studies credits, why are we still
gcombining civics with personal finance? [ have attended various
iconferences including Finance University and T still do not feel
icomfortable or qualified to teach personal finance. And from nearly 10
gyears of trying best, I know for certain that we are deing a disservice to

iour graduating students when we combine both. They need both courses N
iseparately. Instead of requiring students to take a fourth math credit, '

\C. Bryan Daugherty
§2020— §Teacher & President of
01-06  RCHS Faculty-Senate
21:36:1 Ritchie County High

'8 ‘School : :standards are based
| { iwhy do we not require personal finance separately. Far more of our : :
: iEllenboro WV : . L . . imore on becoming
! istudents will gain literally priceless knowledge and skill from a personal | : . ..
: ‘productive citizens

gfinance taught by a math teacher or business teacher than from

e ithan mathematical
{rigonometry. Am I wrong? -

‘computations.

‘The Arts should be considered as a "flex” option in that section of high | :

12020-  iAndrea Hasley i . . i :

0106  Teacher gschool requirements. Students often take multiple arts classes such as ‘See Response 1
§21 39:4 §Berkele Countv Schools music theory or art history. Allowing an additional arts "flex" credit N :

T Y y gwould be especially helpful to the students who are pursing careers in

6 MARTINSBURG WV

ithe arts. !

%2020_ %Kati.e S(_:hrarnm _ The Elex credit option should also incl_ude Fine Arts crediFs, as students :
01.06 §Ch01r director a.nd fine arts gwantmg Fo pursue the arts as a professuc.)n need more than just a four year ;See Response 1
99415 §depa1.‘tment chglr iprogression cl.ass to be prepared for their future career. .SOme. examples N :

5 §Mart1nsburg High School §w0uld be music theory for acceptance as a college music major and

Martinsburg WV iphotography for an art major.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

gFYI ... Supreme Court Chief Justice John ... Democracy Isn’t Free, It
:Must be Learned ...
*“In his annual year-end report on the federal courts, Supreme Court

122020- i{Chief Justice John Roberts lamented that the country has come to “take | Response is unclear as
01-07  James Atchison :‘democracy for granted” since the founding as civic education has “fallen | esp . s
.= . A/S ito changes being
106:10:4 ‘Weston WV by the wayside™ and pointed to greater knowledge of government !

! : i . . e e ! laddressed.

i1 iworkings as an anfidote to certain misinformation. !

“In our age, when social media can instantly spread rumor and false
information on a grand scale the public’s need to understand our
igovernment, and the protections it provides, is ever more vital,” Justice
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Roberts wrote.

ghttps://thehill.com/homenews/new s/476403-justice-roberts-touts-civic-
:education-as-antidote-to-social-media-fueled

.........................................................................................................................................................................................

iCivics and US History are essential to understand our nation and our

ijobs as citizens of the United States, but without the context of how our

nation came about makes it incomplete. Students need world history to :

be better prepared for their future. In a world that is getting smaller with | ;See Response 1
:the advances of technology we are doing them a disservice if we are not QA/C :

gteaching them about nations and peoples outside of our own. Students |

.......................................................................................

2020-  Michael Tortolon
'01-07  HS History Teacher
108:30:2 Parkersburg High School

7 §Parkersburg wv iwho are not exposed to different ideas and cultures will have a much
thigher chance of holding bigoted view points. Why are we wanting to
icreate worse citizens?
3 3 : 3 A change was made o
12020-  Jill Balser clarify four full years
§01—08 %Teacher gCould you clarify the requirements for students to attend 4 full years of AJC ;Of high school and the :
110:56:2 {LCHS thigh school as mentioned in the current Policy 2510 under 5.5.H ? ! attendance exemption.
7 ‘Weston WV : :
Keep US history in two sections, keep World Studies as an requirement. '
EClVles could be absorbed into the US History Courses.
I would like to address the reduction of social studies credits for
‘graduation. First, teaching US history in one semester would be a great
gdisservice to students. In a time where patriotism and identity is
2020-  Kelly Allen ideclining, glancing over topics of US History would further hinder the |
§01—08 §Teacher §introspective approach of who we are and what we stand for. A/C ;See Response 3
113:36:4 Putnam County Schools ! :
1 ‘Hurricane WV Second World Studies - In a time where technology is making the world
: 1nstantaneous available, students need a rich understanding and
:acceptable of different cultures and beliefs. History is inescapable. All
ipeople and peoples are living history. We live in societies with complex
Ecultures that have not built on the spur of the moment but through the
development of history. It is vital for students to understand the stepplng
istones of development of modern civilizations.
§2020— §McKenZie Allen Reduction of social studies credits is absolutely absurd and a disgrace. ‘See Response 3

:01-08  Hurricane WV iAs a US citizen, it is highly important to understand this countrys past. |
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14:02:2 | {US history NEEDS to be taught as TWO COURSES. Learning the entlre

9 icountrys history in one simple course is near impossible. In addition, the |

* * learning of WORLD HISTORY IS REQUIRED. Not only are we *
icitizens of the US, but we are citizens of the world. This course does not
isimply teach the past, but it teaches students where countries are, how
ithey came about, and the cultures inside them. Understanding different
gcultures is a vital aspect in being able to understand and accept others.
:Being in the US, our population was created by the bringing together
idifferent cultures. It is a disservice to the students remove this !
‘opportunity of learning. As the saying goes, those who do not learn from
ghistory are doomed to repeat it. This meaning, those WHO DO NOT
‘GET THE CHANCE TO EVEN LEARN THE HISTORY ARE
{DOOMED TO REPEAT IT. Reduction of social studies credits harms
ithose who really matter, the people who are our future, THE

'STUDENTS.
§2020— gFirSt ofT this is so unnecessary and can hurt the students. This must be : ‘
01-08  Clay Ellis itaught in two different sections. Students Should also have a mandatory | Ne See Response 3
114:17:2 Gilbert WV iworld history class. Students have to know about this country and we
6 icannot possibly expect them to learn this in one class.
2020- Eﬁj Epling
01-08 ¢ : . iThis is an excellent change for high school programming. This allows | §See Response 1
; ‘\George Washington High ¢ . . . iN ;
114:35:3 School ifor more personalized learning opportunities. {
7 §Charleston West

{This is a watering down of education. As a high school teacher, I feel | '
gthat this program is doing a huge disservice to our students. Rather than \
iraising our expectations and ensuring our students are prepared for belng

ia responsible, contributing member of our society, we are creating a
‘generation lacking necessary skills to be competitive in our society. As

gour Chief Supreme Court Justice if calling for increased study of civics,

‘we are decreasing our social sciences requirements. As we are calling ~ {A/C
ifor more people to go into STEM fields, we are reducing science
‘requirements. If I owned a business and was considering locating it here

gin West Virginia, this policy would make me think twice because [ :
‘would worry about finding a workforce that can adapt and change

‘quickly in our global society. It is not 1950, when you can graduate from ;
ihigh school, find a good paying job in the coal mines that will allow you

éSee Response 1

éResponse 13:
;Additional science,
écomputer science, and
\CTE courses donot
élower the rigor of
écourse requirements.

§2020— §Amy Mortensen
101-09  Teacher

107:27:4 Liberty High School
5 Clarksburg WV
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‘to retire from that same company years later. Data shows that people are
ichanging careers more frequently. We are seeing a huge change in retail |
gand other industries right now. The state of West Virginia needs to ‘
iensure that we have a competitive work force with the basic skills
{learned in core subjects - English, math, science, and social sciences. '
{Increasing the number of credits needed to graduate back to the previous |
glevels and requiring four years of ALL four cores is what we need to be |
idoing as responsible educators.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iWith the emphasis on STEM career awareness, it is ridiculous to not :

lencourage students to take as much science and math as possible in high :

gschool. The fact that students may take 1 less required social studies ;See Response 1
iclass will greatly facilitate taking the STEM classes. In addition, by ‘A/S :

requiring one less social studies class for graduation, social studies 3

%2020— %Kathy Jacquez
01-09  C & I Coordinator
113:01:3 Marion County Schools

0 %Falrmon[ West idepartments will be able to offer elective classes like psychology and
%sociology to name just (wo.
\ \ I believe that the flexibility in course offerings for Science and Social '
! ‘Studies will benefit high school students. My son is a junior and will not
%2020_ . §benefit from this, but I wish it had been in place so he could.
01.09 Diana Boston . L . . . ‘See Response 1
113253 §P2.1rent I would like to see more ﬂex1b111Fy in Physical Education at the high . A/ S
3 Vienna WV :school level. For example marching band students spend hours marching
! iand conditioning, but it does not count as PE credit and JROTC does.

gPlease consider making other courses count as part of the statewide
§pohcy instead of leavmg it up to the local systems.

I believe that dropplng the requ1red credits for graduatlon 022isa l '
idisservice to the students of WV. Students need to keep a rigorous :

§Seth Flovd icurriculum over their years in High School. As a science teacher [ would

%2020— §Teachery gsuggest that Physical Science be the prescribed course for 9th graders, |

01-09 1 Midland Hieh ‘going away from Earth and Space Science. The reasons is that we are ;See Response 7
114:59:5 & :preparing these students for the State Assessment, the SAT, and most of

' :School :

5 Ona WV ithe science embedded material that is on the SAT is physical science \

* na irelated. This would also get the number of students that take a Chemlstry

iand a Physics course (o increase and increasing rigor of the science
icurriculum.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

. . :Im commenting in support of the Flex Credit option for students. The

12020-  Jennifer Gills-Scott ne PPOTEC L OP !
iFlex Credit will make it easier for STEM oriented students to A/S
{01-09  iTeacher .. . . . Lo

! ! iincorporate an additional Science or Computer Science course into their |
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117:45:4 Oak Hill High School ischedule. Tt will also still allow the option to choose a forth Social
0 Fayettevﬂle WV §Studies course, as was previously required. This would be of great
: §benef1t to the students of West V1rg1n1a

I am agalnst the measure to reduce the number of social studies credit
thours needed for high school students. In the history of our society, a :
‘more educated society with the knowledge of what came before and

gwhat is currently happening in their world creates better opportunities

ffor them to succeed in the modern climate. By reducing an hour oft of
ithe currently required 4 credit hours, in addition to the decision

§2020— §Chris White ‘previously to remove Social Studies from state-wide testing, this would :
§01—10 §Teacher ésend a message that social studies and its affiliated contents are not AJC See Response |
107:28:1 Jeiferson High School iimportant. In order to have a better educated, more independent-thinking |
6 §Shenandoah Junction WV ‘future adult, the current status of 4 credit hours for social studies must be '

‘maintained. We are in the business of helping to mold the future
ggeneratlons and help all students achieve their full potential. Social
Studies is vital to this effort. After all, those who do not study history are
idoomed to repeat past mistakes. I hope the WV Board of Education :
‘heeds that last sentence as it decided whether to further curtail
gexpectations for the social studies curriculum.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

i2510: My opinion is that flex scheduling would be beneficial to
‘personalized learning plans for high school students--if offering the

§2020— J ohn Putnam goptlon for 3 social studies/4 science credits or 4 social studies/3 science :
§01-10 §Chem1stry Teacher icredits. If the Flex Credit is approved, students may still choose to take 4 AJS See Response 1
108:29:3 iGilmer County High School isocial studies courses four graduation, OR they may choose (o take only i
4 §Glenv1lle WV §3 social studies course and take a science, computer science, or 2 CTE ‘ :

icourse. This will make it easier for students to fit an additional STEM
§course into their schedules.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘More and more emphasis is now being placed on STEM career

‘awareness. With that agenda in place, we need to encourage our students

§t0 take as much science and math classes as possible in high school. A 5

thigh school requirement of just three social studies class will greatly A/S :See Response 1
ifacilitate taking more STEM classes. Social studies departments will \ 5

§01-10 §Leann Sayre
108:54:1 Fairmont WV

ialso have more time in their schedules to offer elective classes for the
istudents that are interested and passionate in that field of study.
2020 ‘Denise Gipson '
01.10 {Teacher :Yes for the Flex credit. N :See Response 1

(Charles Town Middle
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109:03:1 School
2 ‘Charles Town WV

: : gEnglish credits to two would be a mistake. [ also feel that students need | :

§2020— §T0nia Carpenter ito understand their history, and how their government works, so cutting See Responses 1 and
P isocial studies down to three credits would also be a mistake. Our job as | 10

Jackson County Schools : . o . . A/C :

§Ri lev WV iteachers is to create contributing citizens to society. I feel that the |

piey thumanities is the best way to do this. Without the humanities we lose

: civility.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iOnce again, we see WV lowering the graduation standards of high

ischool students, just to proclaim how high our graduation rates are.

gThese suggestions are just to inflate graduation rates and lower the bar.

However, our diplomas from our WV will mean even less than they do
' ' inow. As we sit as one of the worst states in the entire nation, we should |
§2020— ‘be looking for ways to raise the standards for our students. These ‘The proposed policy
01-10 | / gchanges will lead to children who are not prepared for the real world. ‘does not reduce the
11:51:4 n a ‘We will lose qualified staff that have a vested interest in students énumber of required
3 ‘because of this measure just due to the fact that once again we are ‘credits for graduation.
‘ ‘ glowering the amount of classes needed. Instead of creating ways to ‘ : :

lower the bar, lets create policies that put us on par with states around |

:us. Remember, as our population declines, families that wish to move to |

iany location, will always look at schools first. No one would want to \

ghave their child educated in this lackluster system.

I would like to have an option for one of the prescribed science credits ' '
‘be physical science instead of earth and space science. We are finding |
: levery school year that students coming out of earth and space science
Peter Starnes iand biology are not ready to take chemistry, physics, or have adequate |
‘Science Teacher imath skills for other science based course. This is especially true for ;SG@ Response 12
‘Cabell Midland High ‘college bound students who need 4 science credits, which will usually be (N :
§School ‘chemistry and physics. In addition to this, students should always be ‘
‘Ona WV gencourage to practice math in other areas outside of math class. Science
: is a great place to put math concepts into action. Having physical science |
ias an optional prescribed credit would allow students to further their \
gmath skills in a practical. ;
§2020— WV Teacher I would prefer teaching Physical Science to 9th graders over Earth & N ;See Response 12
:01-10  Teacher ‘Space Science. Switching the standards left students who were planning | :
119:02:5 N/A ‘to take chemistry and physics under prepared. AP classes are losing
2 §Fayetteville WV gnumbers for this reason. Kids who are not good at math choose not to

2020-
101-10
115:12:2
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itake physical science as an elective. In addition to this, physical science
‘has basic algebra. The majority of students come into 9th grade lacking
gthe basic skill of how to solve and rearrange equations. While this is a
imath problem not a science problem, science teachers are able to Support
‘math teachers and help pick up the slack. (This is a positive.)

gAlso, I would like to comment on the Flex credit. As a teacher and a

:mother of a child in public school, I appreciate the option to allow !
'STEM students to focus on their preparatory coursework for college. A/S
Not every student 3
%eeds to take a 4th social studies. Theoretically, giving students more

{buy-in to creating their schedules would encourage them to perform

thigher.

Flex credit will allow students who enjoy sciences and take more than

gthe required 3 courses to use their credits toward the graduation :
requirements. Some students take 6 or 7 science courses and would be N
:able to fit more easily into their schedule if the 4th social studies were |

2000- énot required. I also believe that more 9th grade student are able to pass

§01_1 0 Clark Earth and Space Science than Physical Science. I taught physical sc1ence ‘See Response 1
§21_ 15:5 §Pr0ctor Wy ifor 15 years and most 9th graders struggle with the chemistry and ‘ :

1 o ;physics mathematics. Earth science is a subject that is more relative to

ithem. 9th grade is a difficult adjustment already because they now have
ito pass their classes. Some students have never passed a science class
iand now as a high school student they must. Adding the math of
ichemistry and physics only makes it more difficult for those who
gstruggle

§It is in students best interest to allow the "Flex credit” optlon “where N '
linstead of taking 4 social studies credits, they can decide to take three
iand an additional STEM/CTE course. At this point in their educational

§Emily Helton gcareer, students should be allowed to make choices that align with their

12020-  Education Outreach :goals.

01-11  Specialist :See Response 1
§10:18:1 §Katherine Johnson NASA T strongly believe that Earth & Space Science should remain the required 5

4 ERC 9th grade class. This content is engaging, and the entire middle school

§Fairmont WV isequence of curriculum is designed with this in mind. Students can be

isuccessful with the material in this class even if they do not think of
ithemselves as "science” or "math" people.
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§Ardis Herrold
%Appointed Director
NESTA

§Tucson AZ

§Tammy

Business Own
Professional taxpayer
§Kennna Wy

§Eileen Poling
Retired teacher
'WVEA-R
Parsons WV :
[ do not live in your state, but was saddened to hear about your proposed |
‘compression of history classes needed for graduation. It is vital that our |
istudents be taught about our past—Ilocal, state, nation and world—and
gare instructed in civics. In a society where representatives are voted on
by the people and some decision come directly to the voters, it is
iespecially important for them to understand the world around them.
gThey need to understand why their active engagement is important. They
ineed to see what things were tried in the past and how it affected A/C
‘outcomes, both good and bad. Each person’s character is made upby |
itheir past experience. It’s the same with neighborhoods, states, nations,
gand the world at large. The character of where we live is made up from
ithat place’s background or history. Students need time to discuss,
iconsider, and contemplate primary source documents to understand
gthese things. A quick gloss over doesn’t cut it. Your students deserve
‘better.

{ %Gina Knowles
20:08:0 Sandy Ut

1 strongly advocate keepmg TFarth Space science as the ninth grade
icourse. This science is more relevant for both practical knowledge and
iscientific literacy, helping our citizens make informed decisions about
gthe environment, natural resources and climate change. It is a good high A/ S
‘school transition course for those students who are below grade level in |
‘math, and engages students with a relevant course of study. This and hfe
iscience are the 2 science courses all students should have.

§Please our state is very uninformed as it is our students need to learn
thistory to protect the future. Leave the requirements as they are it not
‘hurting students to learn history and in the long run it may stop history :
ifrom repeating itself!

%Only requiring one social studies course is sending education back many
: N
:years and depriving our kids of needed learning.

{Ive heard people stating that students aren as well prepared for chemistry ;

gas they should be and so to remedy this, the 9th grade course should be A/ S
iphysical science. Physical science requires more math than many 9th ;
igrade students have had. Also, 8th grade has a huge emphasis on
ichemistry, and if there are issues with students not being prepared, then
‘we need to do better tralmng and supportmg Sth grade science teachers

A/C éSee Response 1

éSee Response 8§

éSee Response 1
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No to cutting social studies credits. These are very important classes.

‘The lessons learned in history apply to all of us whether we attend

gcollege or not. [ consider these classes to be equalizers-information we :

all should know. I can’t imagine why this is even being considered. At {A/C éSee Response 1
:age seventy I still remember and use the information I learned in civics, | :

n020- |
01-11  Lynn Foley
21:18:1 Petersburg WV

1 ‘history, and social studies. Isn’t the SB of Ed supposed to support the

\ : §educati0n :

' %Susan Alkire In a world that keeps shrinking due to technology, people need to know

12020-  Retired teacher & :more, not less, about history and geography. In a country where so much | :

01-11  itechnology integration ipolitical misinformation abounds, future citizens need to be more

! ! . : : A/C iSee Response 1
121:53:0 ispecialis informed about government, not less. They certainly won learn these

9 ‘Hampshire County Schools ithings on their own or from the news. Students need more social studies, |

‘ §R0mney WV inot less. They need economics and sociology studies as well. :

2020-

§D0 NOT reduce HS social studies requirements. In this rapidly

01-12  |Gibbs Kinderman : . . x
: : ‘changing,ever more connected world, kids need to know more abut our A/C :See Response 1

106:05:4 Union WV i _
2 thistory and that of other countries, not less!

: : gReducing the history/social studies requirements may create more time

2020- Anthony Ma iin a students schedule for career-based courses but it is directly ! :

01-12 ¢ ny Vay idetrimental to the students ability to critically think through political or |

: {US Air Force P . . . A/C :See Response 1
i07:58:4 §L0 . WV isocial issues. This can lead to an under-informed population that cannot

0 g iproperly contextualize information in our current social and political

: : ienvironment. [ highly recommend against this proposal.

2020- | gThere is no good reason to lower the standards for Social Studies in this ‘

01-12  Ciro Grassi istate. Adults here are already too ignorant about the world outside their A/C See Response |
108:02:5 CAPON BRIDGE WV :own towns and yet you want to also limit the knowledge of the students. | P

0 ‘This is preposterous. :

! Leave the social studies requirements as they currently are. Students :

2020- . . . :

0112 Nancy Hanlon meed a broad exposure to social studies such as world history, American | 5

§09‘23‘ 5 Parent thistory, civics & so on! Requiring less credits will create more A/C :See Response 1
5 7" Huntington WV ignorance! Also, please consult teachers & those “in the trenches” :

: i...even students...when considering such decisions!

2020- | - ‘Reducing the high school requirement to only one course in history ‘
{ ‘Suzanne Williams- : : : « » - :

i01-12 ¢ ) iseems like a deliberate attempt to “dumb down” our children and the {

; McAuliffe : , . . :See Response 8
:09:34:5 ¢ :electorate. It’s madness and a clear attempt to push past Mississippi in :

Martinsburg WV : . . . . . ! : s
8 ithe race to the bottom in education. Studying history is the only way to |



iensure we learn from it and don’t repeat our mistakes. But an
‘uneducated electorate is easy to fool and lead like sheep - maybe that’s
‘what politicians and state government want.

Jan Barth, Ed.D. Assistant State Superintendent
iDivision of Teaching and Learning

West Virginia Department of Education
§Capitol Building 6, Room 215

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

iCharleston, West Virginia 25305-0330

‘E-Mail Address: jan.barth@k12.wv.us
‘Telephone No.: 304.558.8098

"

]
;

gDear Assistant Superintendent Barth:

I am a retired high school science teacher, and am very concerned with
ithe direction education takes in West Virginia.

1 read, with interest, an article in today’s Charleston Gazette Mail, that
gindicated the Department of Education is considering a High School

Thomas P Epling PProgramming policy (126-42-6) to shorten the requirements for Social

Mr. §Studies, that would decrease the amount of time for students to learn

CASS WV %about world history and government policy. [ wish to express my strong
iopposition to this proposal. If anything, our schools should be increasing
ithese requirements. We live in a time of political turmoil that threatens
ito destroy our democracy, increase our isolation from world cooperation
gand return us to the authoritarian regimes that we fought to defeat in
‘World War II. Denying students information about our past and about
ithe evolution of our political institutions does a disservice to us all.

2020-
i01-12
09:45:2

A/C ;See Response 1

-

I recommend increasing requirements to spend more time on the
isubjects of history, politics, and government. In addition [ recommend
tusing multi-disciplinary instruction to address these subjects. There is a
‘ereat deal of good literature that exposes the wrongs inherent in
§auth0ritarian regimes that would give students a good background in
icivics and government. These could be taught in English and literature
iclasses along with government classes. Our citizenry will fail to provide
gthe leadership and strength we need without this education.
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T urge vou to do everything in your power not do diminish our students”
ieducational opportunities, and instead expand them.

{Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerey,

gThomas P. Epling
298 Shay Lane
‘Cass, WV 24927
((304)456-4387
ieplings@icloud. com
Social Studies/History classes are vital to education. If kids are not

01-12 Eric Williams gtaught about what has happened in the past, the {ailures and mistakes A]C éSee Response 1

09:57:2 beaver WV

9 gwill be repeated in the future.
Please DO NOT lower the Social Studies requirements for graduation.
gTrying to teach all of US history in ONE course is just not possible. In
} §an era of "fake news," students need to learn how to be critical thinkers.
{In order to be critical thinkers, they need TIME. They need to go in
2020- i , : ) . . .=
0112 J ay O Neal _ §Flepth on certain topics al}d examine the cause and effects-- this is 3
\Social Studies Teacher iimpossible to do if US History is rushed through. \A/C :See Response 1
:10:00:5 ; : :
1 §Charlest0n WV § :
! :Please do not reduce the Social Studies requirements to 3 overall, please |
\ kept it at 4. We need to be graduating critical thinkers, and Social \
%Studies is THE class to help do that. It would be a grave mistake to
lower the requirements-- especially right now!
:So many changes have been made to the school system. And these
‘changes were supposed to be for the better. I can’t see where they have
§2020— Kll’l’l ghelped. Every one is pushing technology. Taking tests to compare } 5
01-12 §Parent ieveryone to each other. If everyone were meant to be alike it would be a N ;See Responses 4 and
111:33:5 WV ‘boring world. To take something worth learning out is a huge mistake. If | S
11 ithat’s the case gym class should not be mandatory. This is something not | :

gneeded at a high school level. Unless the child wants to take it. That
iwould leave a slot open for something worth learning.

2020-  ThomasJohnson ~ 1OPPOSE THE PROPOSAL TO ALLOW COUNTY SCHOOL . o o . .
01-12 public citizen 'SYSTEMS TO REDUCE SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS FOR | P
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. IT IS MY OPINION THAT TO DO SO
‘WOULD RUN COUNTER TO THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT OUR |
ESCHOOLS ARE PRODUCING INFORMED CITIZENS WHICH ARE
INECESSARY FOR THE PROPER FUNCTIONING OF OUR ;
§DEMOCRATIC SOC[ETY

§Please keep the current requ1rements for social studies education the ‘

gsame. I graduated summa cum laude irom Temple University with a
idegree in social studies education and Tunderstand the importance of ~ {A/C
‘teaching students about the past in order to make them good citizens
‘today. Thank you!

I fear that by limiting the teaching of history, government functions and
isocial studies instruction in general that the upcoming generations of
ischool citizens will be further relaint on social media, Wikipedia and
‘streaming media to educate them on what has occurred in history,
ginﬂuence independent thought and in general cause history to be erased
§and/0r altered to suit the current pohtlcal thmkmg

2020-
§01-12
§12:12:4

2020-
§01-12
§12:39:1

2020-
01-12
112:53:0

‘Pence Springs WV

J ennifer Berdine
‘Teacher

‘Ohio County Schools
‘Wheeling WV

:Michelle Martin
PreK Director

§Berkeley County Schools
Martinsburg WV

%Shannon Henderson
§Teacher

PCS

‘Winfield WV

§Chris Skinner
Dr.

§C0ncerned citizen
%Buckhannon WV

I personally think that students should be requlred to take a half credit o or

ffull credit each year of social studies. This is imperative to our country
iremaining a democracy and for students to enter the world with an !
‘understanding of cultures that are different than ours. Knowledge in this |
iarea helps people to be participatory in our government and changing  A/C
Eworld with more than just an opinion but an educated world view
informed opinion. Decreasing social studies requirements for graduation |
iputs our government - ranging from local to national - at risk of :
stagnancy.

gThe decision to give counties the option to cut social studies to a one-
iclass option is dangerous and foolish. All school subjects are of equal
importance. Our students need to have a firm understanding of history in |
gorder to become productive citizens. Regardless of the post-secondary \
igoals of our students, we should be providing them with the knowledge
iand skills necessary to form their own views on important issues. Social |
istudies is critical to this. The one-course proposal would remove
gabsolutely essential topics from the curriculum or dramatically shorten
itime spent on key historical moments. For example, topics like the
‘Holocaust, the Vietnam War, and the War on Terror necessitate
lextensive exploration. We owe our students a complete education, Wthh
‘includes a full, robust social studies program. West Virginia cannot ‘

}A/C

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1
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iafford these shortcuts. Qur state needs young individuals to become and
istay engaged. Honestly, this move appears to be a targeted attempt to
gremove several topics that do not support the wishes of various
§sh3.reholders in our state, shareholders who do not have the best interest
iof West Virginians in mind. Further, as a product of the WV school
isystem, I felt our social studies curriculum was critical to my academic
gdevelopment. [ am now a college professor, holding a PhD in Nutrition.
:However, the social studies education I received instilled a passion in
ime for being an engaged and informed citizen. I had educators on both
isides of the political aisle, who sought to provide their students with all
gthe information necessary to form their own views. I could go on about
thow important a well-rounded social studies education is, but my point
thas been made. In short, this is stupid and a terrible idea. Don’t do this
ito our students. Don’t do this to our state.

§Dr. Barth: Re the proposal to allow reduction in social studies
iinstruction (see Sunday Gaz-Mail), I think this is a terrible idea. Less
{instruction = less involvement in our public life = lower voters turnout.
‘Which I suspect, somewhere in this whole thing, is a long-term
gobjective. My middle son went to Iraqg for 13 months 2004-2005 to help

§2020— Robin L. Go direy ;brn}g them Fhe right to vote. Meanwhwhile, we e working to diminish :

01-12 elf ivoting in this country. See Response 1
§13:04:4 Charleston WV {Im totally opposed to this reduction that would allow less social studies P

1l iinstructions---clearly we need MORE--- and I think its symptomatic of

iwhy our state looks like a regressive backwater. Our young people are
‘well aware of this: they e leaving.

gFYI, [ sent three boys through our public schools (all Capital High
igrads). Ive practiced law in Chas. for over 40 years. Thank you for your
§c0n51derat10n

§We need more HlStOI'y/CIVICS in our schools - not less! When asked

gbasm Civic/History questions, the majority of West Virginians, cannot :

igive a correct answer. If we do not study History, then we are doomed to A/C ;See Response 1
irepeat the same mistakes. We cannot expect to attract { 5

2020- |
01-12  Janet Raether
113:51:4 Cross Lanes WV

5 gbusmess/corporatlons if we keep dumbing down our curriculum. :

§2020— §Social studies requirements, particularly US history, should not be

01-12  Ray Lynch ireduced. In fact, our US history studies should be expanded. Today’s C See Response 1
113:59:1 Princeton WV ‘culture demonstrates an enormous lack of knowledge about the history p

9 § ‘of the US.
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History and Social Studies are important components in student
‘education that includes good citizens rather than economic fodder for the
gGlobal economy.

{The greed masters who have gained significant power by turning many

ielected officials mostly Republicans into whores. Their goal is to

2020- | ‘provide a good education for 5-10% of the student populace(their

%01—12 J ohn P Saunders §children and the professionals that service them}. The goal for the See Response 1
114:00:5 Sylvester West remaining 90% is to turn them into robotic, slave-like, job-ready

8 lemmings that can be plugged in as needed and disposed of as quickly.

History and social studies more often open ones independent thinking
icapabilities which would be counter to the greed masters goals. Non-
ithinking lemmings are susceptible to opioid seduction and other life-

ialtering activities as part of their groupthink. A society is best served

gwith a fully educated populace as opposed to plug and play robots.

%These changes are detrimental to the proper education of our students,
iespecially in the realm of social studies. History education is crucial for

ia well-rounded high school education and in preparing students for
icollege. I have various concerns with the proposed changes in high :
gschool graduation requirements. Perhaps most importantly, I believe this |
isignificantly hurts our students for multiple reasons: ‘

%1) This weakens the rigor of our high school programming. By reducmg
ithe amount of history credits and eliminating traditional core courses as

requirements, this significantly hurts our students’ education. They will

2020- 4 inot be prepared for life beyond high school or college. These potential

iMichael Walters prep © bey &1 §e. pote ; :

01-12 ichanges will not provide students with the necessary critical thinking !

; iTeacher P ) . } . L IAJC :See Response 3
114:29:0 iskills, written skills, and problem-solving skills that are crucial in the : i

: {Ranson WV : ) ' :

0 :workplace and in college. These changes lower our standards.

32) Students will not be prepared for a rigorous college education upon
igraduation with these requirements. Many West Virginia students
ialready must take remedial courses when they enter colleges. This will
‘only worsen with these proposed changes. This would put our students
gfurther behind other states in college preparation. They will be at a
icompetitive disadvantage compared to students from other states. My
ifear is that more prestigious colleges will have no interest in admitting
gour students with these suggested graduation requirements.



:3) Eliminating world history as a required credit significantly hurts
istudents. World history is essential for a well-rounded education. It
gprovides students with a deeper understanding of other world cultures,
iallows them to understand differing perspectives in history, enables
§them to better comprehend current events and world affairs, and
iprovides students with crucial critical thinking skills. The absence of this
gclass would be a great loss to the development of our students as
iproductive members of society.

i4) History education is important. Developing a proper background in
ghistory and social studies allows students to become better and more
iproductive citizens in our community. Reducing the amount of history
icourses does not allow for an adequate background to be developed. Not
‘having this background hinders our progress as a society. It opens
gsmdents up to prejudices, misunderstandings, and a weaker grasp on the
‘world around us. History is something we should learn from and use to
iimprove the future. How can our students work to create a better
gtomorrow if they haven’t been taught the mistakes of the past in the first
iplace?

i5) We just changed graduation requirements a few years ago. Is it
gpossible to just keep the current requirements? They seem to be working
‘well for most school districts. In education it is vital to have consistency.
iChanging requirements every 2-3 years is not consistency, confuses
gparents, students, and educators, and does not allow for growth.

‘These changes also create issues for educational professionals in the
state:

%1) This would likely lead to many counties being forced to reduce the
number of social studies teachers that are employed. This seems to be
iclear in terms of the number of classes that would be cut by only
requiring three credits and making the third credit any social studies
gcourse. The math would equal out to positions being reduced.

2) Many teachers are upset by this proposed policy change. I fear this
icould potentially lead to a further exodus of educated professionals from
West Virginia to surrounding states. Highly qualified teachers want to



isee higher standards in West Virginia, not lower. '

3) This creates a potential scheduling and employment nightmare for

ischool systems. The number of staff required to teach history classes

will fluctuate every single school year based on specific course

‘enrollment numbers. This will create job insecurity, and make WV

! ! gincreasingly unattractive to teach in.

‘Overall, we should raise standards, not lower them. My proposal would

be to make it required to have four English credits, four history credits |

{(with world history, US history, and civics being required courses), four |

! ! iscience credits, and four math credits to graduate. This could be done

fand still provide students with choice (have the fourth credit for each

‘core subject be the student’s choice). This would prepare our students |

ifor college and make our state more competitive. At the very least,

‘please consider just keeping the existing requirements.

{I write to voice my support for retaining Earth and Space Science as the

2020-  iSue Ann Heatherly §required science class for all ninth grade students.This course, much like

i i . ) ' i ) ) ) ) .. i {In favor of Earth and
i01-12  iSenior Education Officer  :the practice of science, is truly integrated, containing elements of : : . . ath
: . . A/S :Space Science in 9
:14:30:2 |Green Bank Observatory  iphysics, chemistry, biology, astronomy, geology and meteorology. As | orad

1 §Green Bank West gsuch it is an excellent freshmen level high school level course, with real ggra €.

:world application that students can relate to. :

High school students need a broader education in social studies in todays |

§w0rld, not a more narrowly-focused curriculum, in order to understand

‘better what is going on between our country and other nations with

%2020_ gwhom we don see eye to eye. Unnecessary wars have_been fought

01-12 Mary E O'Farrell ‘between countries which didn understand their own history or the

1 5110 §Self ghistory of anoth_er nation with \_Jvhom the_y were in conflict. Greater A/C ;See Response 1
8 §Charleston WV %knowledge of history, and of different kinds of government can help to :

:avoid the ragedy of unnecessary and useless wars, and of the waste,

‘destruction(human and environmental), and unrestrained greed which |

ithey unleash. Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this very

iimportant matter!

%2020_ %Joanne Parke-Davison Do not reduce any requi.rement.s for social studies whether it be for '

. thistory or any other social studies class. Students today need more A/C See Response 1
i01-12  iGlenville WV i . :

' thistory knowledge, so as not to repeat it, than they do other classes.
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‘Without this knowledge, they can be taken advantage of by politicians or
‘other bad actors.

No changes to social studies credits. Students need to learn as much as
gpossible about history and US studies to be well-informed and
knowledgeable citizens. Do not eliminate any credits. Keep the current
_§f0ur credit social studies requirements.

T T

§Robert S. Baker
‘None

Retired
Beckley WV

§D0 not reduce the social studies requirements. If anything, increase the
irequirements. It seems in WV, when the cumulative student scores are
{low in a subject, the trend is to dumb down the requirements in that : :
isubject area.

..........................

2020-
01-12
17:21:0

§Laura Gilpin

§Parent, former teacher
§N/A

§Martinsburg WV

David Kessler
Hurricane wv

WVirginia C. Kessler
‘Hurricane WV

‘Gary Elmore
‘Windcrest TX

Jane Marks
Charleston WV

%Katelyn M. Campbell
‘Graduate Teaching
‘Assistant

§University of North

gWe need more US and World History for our West Virginia students,
ot less. The reduction in history requirements is a terrible idea that Wlll
icreate even more culturally illiterate adults.

iAs a former educator I urge you to NOT reduce the requirements in
iSocial Studies.

§The reduction of Social Studies proposal will certainly give WV the
goppormnlty to live down to the inappropriate moniker of "hillbilly." This
:appears to be yet one more attempt at "dumbing down” America.

I am a current PhD student in the Department of American Studies at the
{University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Pre-K through 12
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§N0, no and no to the decrease in socials studies credits required to
ieraduate. Our students are sorely lacking in knowledge of past events
§and thought processes that affect our present and our future. My own
ichildren received less history and social studies than I would have liked
iwhen they were in secondary school. I was able to supplement their
‘education by family discussions, requiring they read about certain events |
%and visiting historical sites. Recent events in the news right here in WV \
iprove that our current graduates are several lacking in historical
knowledge. How many WV secondary teachers were consulted on this
‘proposal?

iDear Dr. Barth,

A/C

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1
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‘Carolina at Chapel Hill ggraduate of Kanawha County Schools (Elk Elementary Center, Elkview
Elkview WV Middle School, Horace Mann Middle School, George Washington High
§School). [ am writing to oppose any decrease to requirements for Social
:Studies education in West Virginia. As a high school student, I made it
‘my mission to take as many math and hard science classes as I could. T
ialso greatly enjoyed my social studies classes. Little did I know that I
gwould g0 on to become a professional historian in training before age
25.

§As a teacher, historian, and former aspiring scientist, I see the need for
gtime, space, and resources devoted to social studies education as
iincreasingly vital for high school students as they make sense of the
iworld around them and develop as citizens. [ regularly teach
‘undergraduates at UNC who find my classroom to be a space where they
gcan ask larger ethical questions about the science and math projects they
imay be doing for their major, as well as providing space for critical
ithinking about their place in the world. As they learn more material in
‘my class, Ive witnessed students both change and solidify their opinions
éabout a wide range of topics -- the result of their learning is a better
iability to make a case for the way they view the world.

I have yet to meet a WV teacher who supports the proposed decrease in
requirements for social studies education, and am confused as to what
ithe Board is seeking to accomplish with this proposed policy change.

SStudents have the right to learn their history and to be provided the
‘opportunity to consult or contest the facts to formulate their own view of
ithe world. Social studies provides a space for that work that is unique to
ithe discipline and has not been regularly integrated into STEM
%discourses. It would be a travesty for any West Virginia student to be
ideprived of the ability to receive a full, well-rounded social studies
‘education.

gSincerely,

Katelyn M. Campbell

‘Ph.D. student, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Department
iof American Studies
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T think it is great that you want to provide flexibility at the local level,

‘but only requiring one history course, based on what is going on in our

gworld today is inadequate. Our students today have not had a great

ibackground in civics and history as it is. Additionally, social studies

iprovides students with extra opportunities to improve their reading and

ivocabulary as well as writing skills. [ want my children to have a

gcomplete education when it comes to the history or the world and our

icountry. Social studies teaches students critical thinking skills that are

igreatly needed in our society today. I do not think that splitting

‘American History into two courses is the answer. :

I am also concerned that in our state, which is so lacking in students WhO

iare reading at a adequate level, that we are making it easier for them to | :
igraduate. We should be increasing the level of achievement required. A/C :See Response 8
‘We need to ensure that our graduates are prepared for the world that they 5
§W111 find themselves in.

{Additionally, [ would only approve of reducing the social studies !
rrequirement if you would be increasing the Math and ELA requirements. |

Knowing that so many of our state students are failing to reach the \

gstandards to meet grade level in these two subjects and we as a state do

inot require more than 2 math classes to graduate. [ am glad that my '

‘children will be going to a school system that places the bar much higher |

gthan the state overall here in Ohio County. However, looking at the \

ioverall test scores for our state, it saddens me that we keep lowering the

‘bar, instead of finding ways for students to achieve that bar and then go

thigher.

§C0nsolidated Contemporary Studies and US History classes are not a
' ' isensible idea for the leaders of this state to consider. A recent graduate
2020- ‘of high school pursuing college education, [ know the importance of
§01-12 §Nich01as Chapman igoing in depth in history. Combining over 400 years of history into one
118:03:4 Kearneysville WV gcourse would require educators to even further rush instruction. Two :
3 ‘courses taught by fantastic teachers allows for a deeper study of the time |
: : ‘periods, causes and historical significance. Do not eliminate the fourth |

§credit requirement without considering the ramifications of this action.

o e L1m1t1ng0urk1dsh1storycred1tswouldonlydoharmIsullremember .......................................................................................
:2020-  [Ellie : . .

01.12  Teacher iwhat I learned from my high school history classes even though I :

o icomplained about them and felt like I wasn’t learning “anything”. That {A/C :See Response 1
i21:15:4 Kanawha County Schools . . :

~ Charlesion WV iwas false. World history specifically ensures that our students are ' :

iexposed to knowledge of the nations we interact with today As United

2020~

01-12  Debra Grall
117:55:0 Wheeing West
1 *

A/C :See Response 3



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iStates citizens. Taking this requirement away only leads to a less
§inf0rmed, less educated, and a more Eurocentric generation of citizens
gliving in West Virginia. We need to hold our students to an acceptable
istandard. We need to push these students. Please don’t pass this.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020- | iPleased to see the flexibility for students to make choices across all

§01—13 §Rache1 DeHainaut gcontent areas. Im concerned that world history becomes an optional See Response 1
§08: 16:0 %Point Pleasant WV gcourse and students are not taught (unless choosing AP courses) a 20th / AJC

6 21st century global history. :

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Do not reduce the quality of Social Studies training for students. There is

‘recent evidence that ignorance of historical events has led to poor ‘ :

gchoices with life-long consequences. In todays world, when events can A/C ;See Response 1
iunfold quickly, it is more important that young people have a good \ :

%01—13 %Mary Johnson
108:20:3 Charleston wv

6 : : . .

sunderstanding of U.S. history and world history.

: : gPlease do NOT reduce the number of social studies credits required to

§2020_ ‘Sarah Clapham igraduate from high school. Students need more time to process and :

01-13 TACS ‘understand the world they live in and the democracy they will participate | 5

08:21:5 ‘Greenbrier East High in. [ agree that condensing the history and social context of our country A/C :See Response 1
LT iSchool iinto one course and limiting the overall requirement for 4 full credit in :

:0 : i I : )

Lewisburg WV isocial studies could put our very democracy at risk. These courses are

: §absolutely critical and should not be condensed or Watered downt :

I do not believe decreasmg social studies credits is a good idea. Students : ‘
! itoday do not know enough about the world or their own country. They

2020- L. : . . . :

! {Dina Buly ineed to know more geography as well as history. Combining US history | :

01-13 | : : L . . . . :

08:34:1 ‘Greenbrier East High into one class would mean cramming a lot of information that is A/C :See Response 1
o " Lewisburg West inormally taught over 2 years into 1 year. I am not sure how thorough :

S5 : s

: : ithat class would be. If we want students to know more about the world

§and their own country, social studies should not be decreased.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12020-  Darrin Cox

01-13  Dr. ‘Do not reduce Social Studies requirements any further. There are already

: : . : . : A/C :See Response 1
109:06:0 West Liberty University ‘oo few.

4 West Liberty WV ;

§2020— §Terrence Beam gReducing required credits for social studies is, in my opinion, not a good '
i01-13  {Superintendent fidea. Especially in this day and time of all of the issues occurring in our |

| | P . : 3 A/C :See Response 1
109:29:3 Pocahontas County Schools mation and world, a more comprehensive approach to social studies

8 §Buckeye WV ishould be considered, not a lesser one.



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020- It is important to educate informed voters and citizens. History and

§01—13 J o Perez §especially civics, is needed for any basic high school education. A/C See Response 1
109:56:0 Alderson WV iPsychology and sociology should be electives but history and civics
5 ; ishould be required for graduation.
In regard to math programming at the high school, there must be options |
ifor math credit that ensure our students are not only college ready, but |
§a130 career ready. A large number of our students are leaving high
ischool to enter the workforce or trade school without the appropriate
i §skills for these options. Business math, financial math, and math skills
- ffor independent living are VITAL. These skills are necessary for career :
: ‘Kimberly Kehrer : : - .
§2020— Director of Special §read1ness and the requirements for Algebra [, IT and Geometry are not 3 ‘This policy supports
01-13 §Pr0grams isufficient for this preparation. Especially for students with disabilities on | g §a11 the math options.

110:30:5 a standard diploma, the requirement for higher level math is diminishing |
itheir preparation in skills that they truly need as they struggle to obtain
%credits in these higher math courses. Modifications and accommodations |
to the standards in these courses may enable students to obtain the credit, |
‘but they do nothing to provide the vital instruction they need in math for |
‘THEIR lives. Please consider students who are preparing to be career \
gready through high school and not just those who are preparing to go to

icollege.

§Pleasants County Schools
'St. Marys WV

i i Policy 2510 is a very bad idea. And we aren we testing the social studies

§2020— §Richard Urban gcompetence of our students? History is where and how we can learn \
101-13  iCo-founder icontext for our lives. Without knowing our history we are likely to
111:13:2 Urban Life Training irepeat its sad content of wars, conflicts, etc. Who came up with this

0 %Harpers Ferry WV ‘idea? Our students need a more rigorous curriculum, not a less rigorous
: : gone with much content missing.

éSee Response 1

It has been brought o my attention a group  of | my colleagues feel
gphyswal science should be brought back as the required ninth grade
icourse. [ respectfully disagree. [ possess an undergraduate degree in

isecondary education with a certification in general science 5-12 and
12020-  Rhonda Wood ' y g

' ' {Chemistry, and a master’s degree in Chemisiry Education. [ am \ :In favor of Earth and
:01-13  Teacher : : . - ~th
\ \ scurrently in the curriculum and instruction doctoral program at Marshall AS :Space Science in 9
i12:16:0 iCabell County Schools : ;

{University. Having said that, my passion was and continues to be with 3 igrade.

1 ‘Huntington WV :
& {Chemistry. However, I must ask, what makes more sense for a student to

§be required to learn- Earth, Environmental, and Space Science, which
icontains real world relevant topics in which students can engage and
‘take ownership of, or learning about moles, vectors and such. I agree



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iphysical science is important, but not more important than ESS. In fact,
‘ESS contains elements of physical science by nature, but I fail to see
gChemistry and Physics being connected to ESS by many educators. Ask
iyourself which a student is most engaged and enjoys. Is it balancing ;
iequations or learning about plate tectonics and how Earth quakes,
ivolcanoes, tsunamis are formed? Should students be aware more of i
genvironmental impacts of fossil fuels and carbon dioxide or determining
‘the molar mass of a subject. The argument that they are not prepared for |
:Chemistry is an argument based on something it is not crucial for them |
ito know. The priority should be what ALL students need to know. We
%should not prioritize what SOME students need to know. Physical :
:Science can be taken in 11th grade to prepare seniors for Chemistry, but |
if ESS is not required in 9th grade it will be forgotten as in times past. |
Especially in the West Virginia, knowledge of energy and environmental
gissues is crucial to the future economy and prosperity of the great state.
‘We owe it to our students and the future of science education and the
ffuture of our Earth to provide them with a proper and deeper {
‘understanding of the tangible world in which they live. Do not disregard

ESS.
........................................................................................ Earthandspacesc1encew111helpstudentsbetterunderstandcllmate
2020- i ! :
. ichange. iIn favor of Earth and
01-13  Maynard Wilson : ! : . - h
113:33:0 Grandfather ASS Space Seience in 9
2 T ‘The flex credit will make it easier for students to take more STEM .grade.
iclasses. .
As a student at Ripley High, I have to thoroughly disapprove of this : ‘
12020-  Andrew Jones ichange. I have worked hard to earn my credit in World History. People | 5
01-13  Student :complain about how students these days are becoming illiterate from the | C :See Responses | and
%14:22:1 §Ripley High School guse of technology, but then they decide to propose the removal of two 110
0 LeRoy West English credits. People want to go into engineering schools, but then 5
: ‘required math credits are removed.
%?_2{) E; %Mary Kay Cascarelli In favor of Earth and
1 4:23:4 ‘Grand mother :Keep earth and space science as a required subject. A/S ;Space Science in 9™
1 7 Stonewood grade.
o S —— Studentsneedtotakeearthsc1enceclassesandhaveanunderstandmgof ............................ s
2020- Gladys Green ‘climate change A/S 'Space Science in 9™
01-13  Nutter Fort &¢ égfa o



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{The flex credit will make it easier for students to take more science
‘classes.

2020--Another year where the state of West Virginia attacks social :
ismdies education. Being in the political turmoil the world is in now, the |
istudents of WV need MORE social studies, not less! Placing less
importance on World History is ASININE. World History can barely be
gtaught in one year alone, if at all. If you truly want students to ‘
understand the world they live in, THEY MUST BE TAUGHT WORLD |
HISTORY! This is where they learn about other religions and cultures \
iso they can UNDERSTAND them instead of be IGNORANT about
gthem! PLEASE DO NOT DO THIS, THIS IS AN ATTACK ON
{EDUCATION!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iStudents need to take the Earth and space science class for graduation so |
ithey can learn about climate change at Earth systems.

2020-
01-13
114:49:4

gWhat makes more sense for a student to be required to learn Earth,

Environmental, and Space Science- which contains real world relevant
itopics in which students can engage and take ownership of, or learning |
‘about moles, vectors and such. I agree physical science is important, but
gnot more important than ESS. In fact ESS contains elements of physical
iscience by nature, but I fail to see Chemistry and Physics being ‘
iconnected to ESS by many educators. Ask yourself which a student is : :
§most engaged and enjoys. Is it balancing equations or learning about

§2020-
01-13
§15:10:4

‘Allie Bonazzo
§Teacher

Braxton County High
‘School

§Sutt0n WV

Jeni Qualls

Jeni Qualls

‘William Becker
Martinsburg WV

‘Dan Sizemore
‘Charleston WV

‘Adam Hamrick
§Teacher

Evolution High School
Clarksburg WV

I am in favor of the flex credit.

§0ur High School program should provide an in depth study of American |
History over the course of a few years. Not a 1 year program that doesn
§allow the students to gain an understanding of their heritage.

I support the required earth and space science course for graduation and |
ithe flex credit.

N

H
5
H
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éSee Response 1

éIn favor of Earth and
:Space Science in 9™
‘grade.

‘Students need to take the Earth and space science class for graduation so |

gthey can learn about climate change at Farth systems. I favor of Earth and

:Space Science in 9™

i - : ‘grade. ;
i am in favor of the flex credit. §g

éSee Response 3

§In favor of Earth and
‘Space Science in 9™
igrade.



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

plate tectonics and how Earth quakes, volcanoes, tsunamis are formed?
‘Should students be aware more of environmental impacts of fossil fuels
gand carbon dioxide or determining the molar mass of a subject. The
iargument that they are not prepared for Chemistry is an argument based
ion something it is not crucial for them to know. The priority should be
‘what ALL students need to know. We should not prioritize what SOME
gsmdents need to know. Physical Science can be taken in 11th grade to
iprepare seniors for Chemistry, but if ESS is not required in 9th grade it
‘will be forgotten as in times past. We owe it to our students and the
ffuture of science education and the future of our Earth to provide them
%with a proper and deeper understanding of the tangible world in which
Ethey live. Do not disregard ESS.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Not requiring students to take four years of English would not help the
:hteracy and writing abilities of the students we are graduating. As
gsophomores, our students are still writing at a very low level. It isn until
ithe last two years their writing starts to develop beyond the very rigid
irules of middle school writing.

In addition, this doesn provide the flexibility its supposed to be. As

§2020— §Christina Iman iteachers, we would end up increasing our class loads as wed have to ! :
%01—13 %Teacher goffer more "personalized credits.” We already ry to adjust our classes to A/C Sce Response 10
:15:23:4 Ripley High School ithe interest and needs of our students while still fulfilling the CSOs laid |
9 Ripley WV ‘out for us. ‘ :

‘The scheduling involved with more electives is difficult for our students |
gand counselors alike. The accountability year for high schools is the \
jjunior year, so it really makes no sense that students would not be
ienrolled in an English class for that year.

§I would love to talk more extensively with anyone regarding this issue.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

2020- Please keep Earth and space science in ninth grade and the sequence of

\ ! , ' {In favor of Earth and
01-13  E.S. Wasiluk Es;tudles as Earth and space science in ninth grade, biology in tenth grade | AJS Space Science in 9™
115:36:0 Martinsburg WV iand physical science in 11th. grade as a sequence for students not fa de

5 :planning on doing college bound science srace.

12020-  Carrie Howell I am concerned about the proposal to eliminate the two-course history AJC See Response 3

§01—13 §Hurricane WV ;OptIOIl. [ believe it is critical for students to understand US and world



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

17:44:1 thistory in order to be informed citizens. I ask you to reconsider
7 ‘eliminating this option.

‘Students need a Social Studies education. More and more we hear of

gsmdents unable to critically reason through social media posts or :

unaware of the background of nationals international events. One year of A/C :See Response 8
‘Social Studies is a joke. It should be required for a minimum of three if \ 3

gnot four years in hlgh school.

%01—13 %Susan Jorgensen
21:20:1 (Charleston WV

§D0 not cut Social Studies credits. Students should be requ1red to take

‘World History. There are many things in World History that are general

knowledge (world religions, Ancient Civilizations like Rome,

gMesopotamia and China} that students will not be exposed to. Students 3

‘may not be able to compete with their peers at liberal arts universities  A/C ‘See Response 1
iwith no world history curriculum. Students will not understand the \ 5

‘diversity of the world they live in without a general knowledge of World

§Hist0ry. All people need a general knowledge of world history. Cutting

ithis will be a disservice to the students.

§2020— §Carolyn Wagner
01-14  Teacher

07:13:1 'WWHS

2 Beckley WV

‘As a mother of four children in public school I am devastated to think |

ithat anyone would consider cutting any language arts requirements from

ithe high school curriculum. West Virginia is already considered by most |
! ‘to be dropping the ball when it comes to education. I continually read |
2020-  Melissa D Sheets {and hear how high school graduates are lacking in writing and speaking :
%01—14 %mother Eskills when they enter college or the workplace. [ worry that if we AJC ;See Responses 1 and
108:40:1 Jackson County Schools  deviate from the national norms into “county approved courses™ that our | 10
0 Ripley West istudents will be even less prepared to compete with those from other :
§ 3 istates. I want my children to have the benefit of four years of instruction

gin all core areas. We have already subtracted a year of history; [ dread to

ithink of the results of cutting two years of language arts. Please :

‘reconsider and rescind this idea.

In regard to math programming at the high school, there must be options
‘for math credit that ensure our students are not only college ready, but |
ialso career ready. A large number of our students are leaving high

ischool to enter the workforce or trade school without the appropriate

gskills for these options. Business math, financial math, and math skills A/S
ifor independent living are VITAL. These skills are necessary for career |
rreadiness and the requirements for Algebra I, IT and Geometry are not |
isufficient for this preparation. Especially for students with disabilities on

ga standard diploma, the requirement for higher level math is diminishing |

EThis policy supports
§a11 the math options.

12020-  Melinda Walton
01-14  Director

108:53:3 Tyler County Schools
0 Middlebourne WV




.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

itheir preparation in skills that they truly need as they struggle to obtain |
icredits in these higher math courses. Modifications and accommodations
§t0 the standards in these courses may enable students to obtain the credit,
‘but they do nothing to provide the vital instruction they need in math for |
‘THEIR lives. Please consider students who are preparing to be career |
gready through high school and not just those who are preparing to go to
icollege.

History, is an important subject for student to learn to prepare them for |
ithe future. History a way for students to know what works and what
idoesn work. Because so much of history is glossed over as it is, students |
gare not learning about what doesn work. There are so many young Q
ipeople who just parrot what someone else says, rather than thinking for
ithemselves or remembering what history has already taught us. The
‘Colonial Williamsburg Foundation says it best: "That the future may
glearn from the past.” I see so many students embracing socialism today.
iIf they had the opportunity to really learn about the history of countries

! Jacqueline A. Perry ‘socialistic governments, they would not be so hasty to parrot those ideas. |

§2020— §Pr0fessor of Accounting ‘Taking history, art, and music out of the curriculum makes learning ‘ .

%01—14 §and Teacher Education §science and math so much harder. Having sole concentration in science A/C See Response 1
09:55:5 Emer :and math does not make a student "smarter” it actually hinders students

5 retired ‘from thinking creatively. History will also provide students with '

3 §Beckley WV gknowledge about what has already been tried, and whether it worked or

ididn work. Well rounded students are better able to prepare for the
ifuture, than students who are not taught history, art, or music. Reducing
ithe number of hours required for history is not in the best interests of the |
gstudent. Students will end up getting the same materials crammed into ‘
less time, giving them and overview, but not teaching them history. '
History is important, otherwise we are doomed to repeat the tragedies of |
ithe past. We need to embrace our history, be proud of the adversities we
ghave overcome - not hide them, tear them down, or gloss over them, and
icelebrate the accomplishments. :

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Flexibility, Flexibility, Flexibility!! The changes made are solid. This

‘will allow our students education to become even more personalized

iconcentrating on interests rather than requirements. I truly believe the | 5

‘current version of 2510 was established for pre-college students; never A/S :See Response 1
‘taking into consideration the "backbone" professions of our state, which | 5

ghave become a major need over the last few years. High School is a

iperfect place to create our states workforce from within. The revised

2020-  William Hosaflook
01-14  Superintendent
110:10:2 ‘Wood County Schools
2 ‘Wood WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iversion allows students to pursue college readiness courses, CTE
‘certificates, and the immediate workforce---- meeting all students needs. |

‘To decrease history courses is unconscionable. I teach college history :
iand these kids cannot remember anything from high school NOW. They |
‘can spout buzzwords like mad. They can tell me what they mean or the |
ireason behind them, however. They have no knowledge of the WHY of |
gmuch of anything and certainly can recall basic facts.  hear all the time,
"Why didn we learn this in high school?" My comment is to write the
‘BoE and ask. [ do THREE WEEKS on Southeast Asia and THREE
‘WEEKS on the Middle East from pre-Carter to the divisions we see
gtoday. None of my students under 25 has any idea that the Middle East
ididn look like this in the 70s much less how it came to be as it is. SO,
ibefore you decide to pull this plug, ask yourselves......As Ms. Bamette
isaid, IS this really the mark of a responsible citizen? IS this what we
gneed to produce or do we need people who understand the global :
:universe and its impacts by studying history both here and there. For me, |
I think this is both shortsighted and just plain foolhardy. Why you are |
‘even considering this is beyond me. WRONG WRONG WRONG!! We
gneed to produce more knowledge not less of it---God knows they have
little enough as it is.

2020-
01-14
110:18:5

2020-
01-14

§Freda Bradley
History faculty
‘WVUP and WVNCC
Sandyville WV

‘Richard Jones
‘President-Elect

: National Earth Science
:10:36:0 L
; iTeachers Association

Kapolei HI

%Saunyell Atkinson
‘Teacher

Ripley High School
Ripley WV
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ESee Response 3

{Earth Science is an essential part of any curriculum. To be frank, we live |

gon the Earth, many of us make our living from the resources in the
:Earth, we breath the air that surrounds the Earth, and we drink the water
ithat flows on the surface or lies below the Earth. Removing Earth
‘Science from the High School Curriculum robs students of
gunderstanding the planet they call home. While Physical Science is
iequally important, the ideal curriculum would have required coursesin |
{Earth Science, Biological Science and Physical Science, the essentials to |
‘a well rounded citizen of the 21st Century. Remember we have One \
Earth Our Future!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{As a high school English teacher, I must advise heavily against not

irequiring English 11 and 12 for all students. Qur state is considered, by

the rest of the country, to be increasingly illiterate. Decreasing the :
gnumber of English credits a student needs will only continue to deepen  A/C
itheir false impression. Our students need these classes for so many ‘
‘reasons. We use the SAT for our state assessment and that data is

‘collected in the 11th grade. If we don’t require the students to have

§In favor of Earth and
:Space Science in gth
igrade.

éSee Response 10



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{English that year, they are going to be less prepared for that test. This
‘will have negative effects on our scores, but most importantly, it will
gnegatively impact their personal scores. Those scores can open so many
idoors! Good scores help students gain entrance into college and
iconsideration for financial assistance and scholarships. It is also very
iobvious that as technology continues to change, our youth have an
gincreasingly difficult time communicating face-to-face. Colleges want to
isee more speaking and writing skills before prospective students apply,
ithis is counterintuitive to preparing our students for college and

‘technical bound higher educational tracks. English class is where
gstudents have more possibilities to speak to each other and have deep,
§meaningfu1 discussions about literature, art, and life. Flexible scheduling
thappens at our school all of the time. Students can be involved in so :
§many different electives. (Band, Choir, Theater, Agriculture, Art,
gPhotography, Journalism, Film Studies, Public Speaking, Mythology,
Horticulture, Floriculture, Welding, etc.) Qur students have plenty of
ichoices and a lot of time to fit them into their schedule.

gStrongly opposed to reducing the requirements for social studies
ieducation. Understanding the forces behind major historical

§2020— §Regan Quinn idevelopments in the US is essential to a creating citizens who :
%01—14 %President gunderstand and value their own democracy, are aware of shared A/C Sce Response 1
§10:49:1 gLinceo Resecarch §democratic values and what has challenged them, are familiar with what
1l ‘Charleston WV :social and economic policies have worked to produce social harmony in | :

ithe past and why. This will enable WV educated persons to craft
iintelligent responsible and virtuous strategies for the future.

{Gay B Stewart

2020 iEberly Professor of STEM . ) ) . :

01-14 . :The flex credit, an extra science or computer science is an excellent ;

! ‘Education i . A/S :See Response 1
112:20:3 WVU icomponent for getting our students career or college ready. Thank you!

7 : :

Morgantown WV

I see where the board wants to take social studies credits from four (4) to

ithree (3). [ am 100% opposed to this. In todays world, it has become \

‘increasingly important to understand the context under which our world : ;

gand country have been formed. It is important to understand how our A/C ;See Response 1
‘government works and how one can go about changing it or helping it | :

{(civics). We as a people need to understand our history while applying it |

‘to our own lives. So many people just repeat what they hear on CNN or }

01-14  Donald Pauley
112:26:2 iScott Depot WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘FOX NEWS with zero ability to speak intelligently about the source
‘material. I understand wanting to give our schools more freedom with
gtheir source material but [ do not see why we do this with social studies.
T use civics and history almost every day: I cannot remember the last
itime I needed the Pythagorean theorem. Ill leave you with this, those
‘who do not learn from history will soon repeat it.

B D P P PP PR PP PP PRSP

i iSocial Studies is an essential course for students in all grade levels.

i2020-  iErik Gardner i

: : Every other subject can be taught along with history to form connections | :

01-14  Teacher : ! 5

{ { : :and deepen student understanding. West Virginia should continue to A/C :See Response 1
112:55:2 iRaleigh County Schools : . . . - ! :

irequire students to earn four social studies credits in order to graduate. :

7 Beckley WV .. .

! ! Do what is right, not what is easy.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘World history is an essential part of the core curriculum for West A/C See Response 1
:Virginia high schools. World history provides an invaluable basis and | :
‘context for all the other histories by showing human progress over time,

ghow ideas and philosophies about government develop, and what the

iresults are when those philosophies are put into practice. If world hlstory

iis eliminated from the required core classes our students would lack an

gaccurate understanding of their place in the world and in time. They

‘would also lack cultural understanding, knowledge of how far

‘governments and empires have progressed, and they would not have a

icomprehensive understanding of America’s place in history or in the

gworld.

:By building up students’ knowledge about the various religions and

icultures that exist teachers hope to provide empathy, a sensitivity, or at

ithe very least a common ground on which students can stand and hold

itheir own when meeting and working with people of various

Sarah Smith

12020-  Social Studies Teacher
01-14  Ohio County Education
§12:57:4 ‘Association/Ohio County

6 'Schools Employee ! Lo : .

. POy ibackgrounds. West Virginia has in recent years been attempting to

! ‘Wheeling WV : . . . ’ S
ibecome attractive to international companies that would provide jobs

§thr0ugh0ut our state. If our students, who become our workforce, do not
ghave a common ground to stand on or a general knowledge of the
icultures that exist outside of America, we are assigning them to a less
ipreferable place in the globalized world. We are placing disadvantages
‘directly in their way, that could have easily been removed with the
ieducatlon world history provides. World history allows students to
iexhibit a familiarity with current issues that will allow them to hold their |
iown in an interconnected, international work force. ‘
gIt is not enough to focus solely on the STEM classes. All the core classes
‘are important and vital in this effort to impact on our students with the



tknowledge they need to be successful as people and as citizens. AlL
‘Without world history students will not know much of Napoleon,
§C0pernicus, Marie Curie, or [saac Newton. They might think that Julius
iCaesar was just a character in a Shakespeare play. Other disciplines
icover the theories of Newton and Copernicus, but do they provide the
icontext in which their discoveries were made? Do they demonstrate how
grevolutionary these theories were? Do they show the extreme dangers
ithat the two scientists put themselves in by espousing ideas that were
icontrary to powerful church beliefs? Do other disciplines adequately
illustrate how rare it was for Marie Curie to become a prominent
iscientist‘? Curie’s story 1s one that we can can still sympathize with, as
iwomen are still underrepresented and underestimated in the STEM fields
itoday. Curie’s story also reflects women’s diminished role in every field
—including history. We see this sentiment replicated in the story of
gKatherine Johnson, Mary Jackson and Dorothy Vaughan who are female
iAfrican American mathematicians responsible for creating the trajectory
ithat allowed astronauts to land on the moon in 1969. This story only
‘recently came to light, but it changes the history of the moon landing by
iproviding depth. If we as a society do not reflect on the past we are
iallowing for incomplete versions of history and every other field to
ipersist. We are excluding the achievements, the arduous work put in by
gpeople who knew they most likely would not be recognized in their own
ftime.

Devaluing history is doing a disservice to our students and to all the
‘other subjects they take in school because it would narrow their
gthinking. West Virginia is constantly making the news for a variety of
inegative things and one of the overarching themes seems to be that we
iare considered backward or behind on the times. We cannot rise above
ithis if we give our students a substandard education that focuses on an
%American only perspective of history. We do not limit the sciences, the
{English classes, or the math classes in this way. We have success in each
iand every subject because people from all over the world contribute to
ithe inventions, creations, and knowledge of each subject. If we waat to
gchange the narrative, change our students and our state for the better, we
‘must provide them with a thorough and comprehensive education. We
icannot simply be focused on graduation rates, because if we have a
{100% graduation rate but 85% of those students do not have an accurate
gunderstanding of their place in the world or in world history — what are

N éThe proposed changes
to policy 2510 by '
éstakeholders were to
éensure astrong
‘educational
‘background while
éproviding options (o
émeet the needs of
éeach and every
'student.
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iwe accomplishing? We want our students to know how to work well

§With others, we want them to empathetic, we want them to have a
gcommon ground of knowledge to stand upon so that they can see the
ipresent through the struggles of the past. We want them to make well |
informed decisions in business, politics, in every important decision they |
‘make. We want them to be able to compete in a national and even an \
ginternational stage il they so desire, but they need equal footing in order
ito do so. This equal footing cannot be established through students
learning just one subject. Students must have mandatory core classes in
§w0rld and American history, art, music, English, as well as a variety of :
gmath and science classes to get a comprehensive, established foundation |
ithat will serve them throughout their lives after graduation. ;

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I am in favor of high school students having the opportunity to earn
icredit for taking computer science courses. This will allow more
gstudents to get into the CS pipeline in college and career/technical
icolleges to move WV Forward with Coding and CS. T am completely in
ifavor of more opportunities like this one that could be given to our WV : 3
‘Students.

2020-
01-14
113:04:5

01-14
113:08:2

2020-
01-14
113:09:0

Jennifer Reaves
§Techn010gy Integration
‘Specialist

‘Monongalia County
‘Schools

: §M0rgant0wn WV

2020- e ol Williams
Ms.

0 :Shepherdstown wv :

§C0ndensing American history into one year long course is unwise. This ' '
‘puts unnecessary stress on the teachers who would struggle to cover any |
isubject in depth. Teachers would be required to cover content from the |
gpre—Revolutionary War era to the present day, and if this were to happen

iin a span of one year the material would be condensed and lacking :
iperspective. The subjects covered in American history of are immense
‘importance, but tying this subject to a reckless schedule would prevent :
gstudents from truly understanding the great ideas, influences, policies, A/C
:and atrocities that have made our country what it is today. West Virginia |
istudents already test lower in terms of their knowledge of American :
‘history and civic duty - this would be a further disservice to them. We :
gwant our students to know the duties and responsibilities that come with
‘being a citizen of West Virginia as well at the United States. This cannot |
thappen without knowing where we started and what we have overcome |

§t0 get to this point in our history - and also how far we still need to go.

‘Sarah Smith

‘Social Studies Teacher
§Ohio County Education
‘Association/Ohio County
‘Schools Employee
‘Wheeling WV

I oppose any decrease in the requirements for Social Studies. Im !
repeating this because Im not sure my previous comment was in the A/C
icorrect box. Thanks! :

éSee Response 1

;See Response 1

éSee Response 3
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iStudents would not have an accurate understanding of their role in !
isociety or in the world. Students would lack perspective on racial issues, |
gthe disparity between the rich and poor, the long history of labor wars |
iand union activism in the United States and in West Virginia. History is
§n0t something old or useless, it has very clear consequences and effects
ion the present day. Our students need to be able to recognize that. We
§should not be making it easier for students to graduate - their are
iexpected standards they should reach (if they are able) and this is done

iin the hopes of preparing them for college, their careers, and their lives. |
‘We are hurting students and the future of our state if we are not teaching
ghistory to the extent it deserves. :

§Learning history is extremely important in order for our children to ‘

2020- D. Brown iprepare and mold their futures. It is clear that politicians in this state

%01—14 §N/A %would like to keep our children ignorant so that they will continue to : See Response 1
114:42:0 N/A :vole against their own interests when they become adults. It's absolutely |

2 §Camer0n WV igut-wrenching that we are even considering teaching our students LESS

! ! thistory.

RRe: Policy 2510
{To the WV Board of Education:

‘Who on earth do you represent? You are no friends to West Virginia.

§2020— gWe need more US and world history, with real discussion and
§01-14 §Mary L. gindependent research. We also need a course about money -- personal N See Response 5
114:47:5 iCharleston WV ‘management, taxes, state & US budgets, campaign finance, who owns
6 ‘what, investment, hedge funds, private equity, globalization. When so
{ { gmany crimes are committed, we are illiterate.
{You keep students in school by challenging them with real information.
‘not dumbing down our state. Shame on you!
RRe: Policy 2510
{To the WV Board of Education:
2020- | ;
%01—14 %Mary L. gWho on earth do you represent? You are no friends to West Virginia. N See Response 5
:14:57:0 {Charleston WV ‘We need more US and world history, with real discussion and
3 : iindependent research. We also need a course about money -- personal

§management, taxes, state & US budgets, campaign [inance, who owns
‘what, investment, hedge funds, private equity, globalization. When so
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imany crimes are committed, we are illiterate.

§You keep students in school by challenging them with real information,
ot dumbing down our state. Shame on you!

.........................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................

‘Renee Mahon
2020- 'School Counselor 5 : :
01-14 ¢ : T do not think credits for social studies should be reduced. This will be |
: {Taylor County Middle R .. A/C iSee Response 1
115:29:3 ‘School idetrimental to our students and could cause teachers to lose their jobs. |
4 Grafton WV ‘
2020- obert Wllson

01-14  Attorney

! Y §Need more history and civics classes IA/S 'See Response 1
:17:16:3 Retired y : P

6 iCharleston WV

: : We are at a time when Americans need more history and social studies

‘Rebecca Baker :education not less! The social studies requirements have already been

12020- i : . .

01-14 ‘Teacher ‘watered down by allowing JROTC and psychology to count as a social

§17_ 49:3 iGreenbrier East High istudies credits. Do not further reduce these requirements. Our system of (A/C :See Response 3

7 ~7"7 ischool :government depends on a well educated populace. In order for people to :

Lewisburg Wy imake decisions in the voting booth they must understand US and world

§hlstory Reducmg these requ1rements would be a travesty‘

§Dana Smith Please consider keeplng a dedicated Earth Science course as a ; ‘
2020- 00 . ;

0114 :District Representative requirement in high school, as well as increase the number of science | :In favor of Earth and
National Earth Science icredits required to graduate. Now more than ever, ALL students need a  {A/S ‘Space Science in 9™
20:34:4 ¢ . : :

1 ‘Teachers Association :solid foundation in the science of the natural world around them, and the | :grade.

Blackduck Minne ieffects humans have on its systems. ! :

iWe must give our children the best preparation for a worthwhile and
iproductive life. Cutting any requirements, especially Social Studies
iclasses, does just the opposite. A knowledge of how the government

: : gworks (which as we know is complicated), is necessary o understand

2020-  Joseph Arbogast icurrent and future national and international issues that affect us here in |

‘01-15  Assistant Superintendent  ;WV. Having a global and historical knowledge of world affairs makes it

109:39:0 Randolph County Schools ipossible to make more informed decisions as well as understand the \

2 §E]kins WV ipolitics of other countries and how we interact with them.

; ; iElectives are important as well. Career and Technical programs, such as
tagriculture can actually encourage students to stay in school. These
iprepare our children to go directly into the workforce or continue their
geducation at postsecondary institutions such as colleges and universities.



Just recently, global interaction depended in a large part on our
lagriculture products, many produced in WV. Don’t weaken our
ginﬂuence by allowing our students to leave our public school system
iwithout knowledge of this important national resource. Other electives
like art, music and theater will have a lifelong impact.

{Please do not allow our children to fall further behind. We know there
ga.re problems with the WV education system. Cutting the amount of
icredits needed will only put us lower in comparison with other states.
‘We must make education a priority instead of cutting it.

‘Currently, in West Virginia, a class in the same world language is
‘offered in grade 7 and 8 and offering a world language class in grade 6 is
iencouraged.

iCurrently, two credits of the same world language are recommended
{(and NOT required) for graduation from high school in West Virginia
gfor those students wishing to attend college and receive a 4 year college
idegree. Currently, most colleges require the completion of at least 2
icredits of the same world language “before or during post-secondary
‘programming”.

gBeing proficient in a world language, (that is, being able to communicate
by speaking, listening, writing and reading) at a level described by a
inationally recognized organization such as ACTFL (American Council
‘on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) is a long term goal whose
gimplementation should begin in elementary school and continue through
§middle and high school. This is, and has been, the standard in much of
‘Western Europe where students graduate high school proficient in at
lleast one world language other than their native language.

gCurrently, West Virginia ranks at 41st in percentage of K-12 students in
‘world language classrooms. (Des Moines Register):
thttps://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/education/2017/07/24/st
‘udy-iowa-lags-world-language-education/471771001/

%West Virginia is not alone in experiencing difficulty in attracting and



iretaining qualified teachers and other positions across the spectrum in
‘public education. When public sentiment and political will by our
gelected officials changes in support for students, curriculum,
infrastructure, resources, and employees, our world language classes will
ibe a requirement and not simply recommended.

;While we work with
;Higher Education
‘Policy commission to
éensure students are
éprepared with the
éappropriate courses
for in state college
éprograms, this :
élanguage is necessary |
;for students who
‘chose to attend private
éand out of state '
;institutions of higher
éeducation.

ghe assumption that "Students should consult their chosen post-secondary
ieducational/training institution when choosing course options and
ielectives” puts too high a burden on students. All students who finish
‘thigh school in West Virginia should come out ready and prepared for
gany opportunity. We should ensure that--it shouldn be put on the
istudents.

‘Requiring 22 credit hours to graduate doesn make sense to me students
gon a block schedule who complete 32 courses could potentially fail an
ientire year of school and have enough credits to graduate. Additionally,
‘putting it on county boards of education to set higher standards creates
iinequalities in our educational system. The state board should mandate
ihigh standards from the top down.

! ;See Response 10
gEngliSh: While more flexibility is a nice idea, in practice this erodes the A/C 5
abilities of schools to ensure that students have an equitable education
iand that they are prepared for college and the workforce. There is no
‘way that English 9 and 10 can teach students all the skills and cultural
gcurrency they need to succeed in the world. Two years is too short a time
ito survey all the great literature the world has to offer and teach students
thow to read, write, listen, and speak critically. More than anything the
istate needs to help poorer counties support more electives and options.

%This flexibility is misplaced and will not improve educational quality.

gAdditionally, allowing students to take any English elective in place of
iEnglish 11 and English 12 exacerbates rather than solving issues related
ito students college and career readiness.

§The purpose of social studies education is to develop the skills to



‘become engaged citizens of this country. It’s about empowerment — the
iability to think for oneself. Qur students must be able to analyze
gproblems in our democracy, discover possible/potential solutions to
ithose issues and develop the ability to advocate for reforms that continue
ito create a more perfect union.

Modeling democracy takes time. Education requires interaction, and that
galso takes time. Research, analysis, discussion, debate, evaluation, and
isynthesis — historical thinking skills — are all compromised and
ipotentially lost with the proposed reduction in social studies education
‘requirements. The ability to be involved, informed, and engaged are
garguably among the most important lessons taught in public schools.
iMany of our state officials have maligned our state education system as
linadequate. It does not make sense to reduce the number of credits,
‘particularly in core classes, that students need to graduate. If our
gsmdents are not performing adequately on standardized tests, it does not
imake sense to get rid of our rigorous core classes. Math, science,
‘English, and social studies are the core classes needed for a fundamental
§knowledge base. Without these classes, our students will not be well-
iinformed, conftributing members of society.

{Eliminating World History as a required class would be a great
idisservice to our students. Students can’t possibly grasp the role of the
gUnited States in the world without understanding how it fits into the
‘world as a whole. Our core concept of democracy, freedom, and liberty
icame from world events and people that preceded the formation of the
United States. Many of these ideas came from people living under
goppressive governments, and these concepts were goals in which to
iaspire. The United States took these valued concepts and put them into
ipractice to create that more perfect union. We cannot appreciate what we
‘have if we do not know why it exists. Reducing World History to an
gelective is to reduce the number of students who learn why other
isystems of government and other economic systems fail. We do not live
{in isolation as a country. We are part of a greater world in which the
{United States must trade and interact. Public education should be
greﬂective of that ideology.

A/C éSee Response 3

§Recent reports on federal employment list West Virginia as the 5th
thighest in unemployment. More importantly, those reports rank West
iVirginia second highest in underemployment. It is difficult, if not
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iimpossible, to rationalize decreasing requirements that would potentlally
isend large numbers of less educated, less skilled, youth into the
gworkforce to compete for unskilled and semi-skilled jobs in an already
weak economy. Leaving school to pursue low or semi-skilled work
itypically perpetuates the cycle of poverty, eliminating the potential
iearnings of any type of post-secondary education. Many discover far too |
glate that they need multiple part-time jobs to simply survive. Lowering \
istandards and requirements in West Virginia may yield more diplomas
‘but does nothing to assist our children who might have otherwise had a
_§ehance to compete in the quest to live their American dream.

LT P

I support the initiative to encourage every WV county to offer a pathway

: J amie Buckland ifor reentry into public schools after 9th grade so that our state’s public
%2020— %Legislative Liaison geducatlon system can best serve the student when needed. Often itisin
0115 Raleigh Educational ithe best interest of the child to be placed back into high school in 10th, AJS
109:46:1 Association of Christian i11th, or even 12th grade to finish their studies for their diploma. I
4 ‘Homeschoolers ‘believe WV should offer the option to come back into school when it is
: [Flat Top WV gbest for the student. I believe this policy change would support that
§objectlve
§The proposed change to Social Studies standards is reckless. Our ‘
§2020— Matthew Ravenscro ft. EdD | sstudents need to be taught what really happened in history by a certified ;
01-15 | ‘teacher in a manner that allows for deep learning. It cannot be rushed. :
; iResident and Parent A/C iSee Response 1
109:46:2 | . ‘Ive taught history for 15 years at the secondary and post-secondary ! :
{ Burlington WV ' :
0 level this is a dangerous proposition for the future of our state and
3 \ country

I Strongly oppose the proposal to reduce the number of hlstory/soc:1a1 '
:Sl'lldleS classes required from graduation from two to one (or from three

ito two if you include Civics). The knowledge and skills obtained ! :

ithrough history/social studies courses are required more than ever in A/C :See Response 8

gtodays increasingly complex society. The job market requires students \ 5

%2020— %Matthew Vester
§01—15 §Professor
110:03:5 ‘WVU History Department

7 ‘Morgantown WV ! . . . . .

g iwho can think flexibly and critically; we fail them by declining to offer : :
N ‘adequate training in these areas
2020-  {Amy Jarosz ‘

01-15  Teacher I support a pathway to reentry for every school in WV. This support is AJS

110:12:1 Jarosz Homeschool ifor every county.

6 Scarbro West



\ §Mary Robinson : \ ‘
§Member

%Raleigh Educational
‘Association of Christian
‘Homeschoolers

§M0unt Hope WV

2020-
01-15

J essica Smith
‘Appalachian Classical
‘Academy

J ennifer Shrewsbury
Shady Spring WV

‘Gary Talstein
‘Mount Nebo WV

%Brandi Sumpter
Odd WV

‘Amber Simon
‘Professional
‘Hurricane WV

Joshua Arthurs
‘Associate Professor of
! ‘History

31 1:16:4 B .. . .
‘West Virginia University
Morgantown WV

I support a pathway for reentry into high school for every county in
‘West Virginia. :
‘Beaver WV

I support every WV county making a path for reentry in to the public :
thigh schools. Reentry should be based on the individual students 'A/S
‘progress and ability.

I support a pathway for reentry into high school for every WV county. A/ S

I support a pathway for reentry into high school for every WV county. A/ S

I support the initiative to encourage all counties to provide a pathway for | :
reentry into high school. I feel this is a very important matter for all high |
gschool children to be able to re-enter at appropriate grade level
isuccessfully. If the credits are there, let them enroll at that level.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iAs both an educator and a parent, I would like to voice my strong
‘opposition to the proposed changes in high school social studies
grequirements To prepare the young people of West Virginia for the
idemands of the global marketplace, they need MORE, not less, '
‘education in social studies and world affairs. As the recent episode at the A/C
gDepartment of Corrections underlines, we also need to equip the new :
‘generation with critical thinking skills and historical context, to preserve |
icore American values of democracy and freedom. Please do not approve
_§this proposal. \

A/S

I support the initiative to encourage every WV county to offer a pathway '

for reentry into public schools after 9th grade. I believe WV should offer |
ithis option when it is most appropriate for the student and this happens A/S
‘often during high school years. I believe this policy change would 3
§support that objective.

;See Response 1
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Students need to be taught a comprehensive history of not only the U.S.
but the world at large. Limiting their historical studies so severely will

: : ‘cause repeats of the recent Nazi photo at the police academy. People will §

2020- iclaim that "they didn know it was wrong" for all kinds of terrible ‘ :

§01—15 §Matthew Harris iactions, because our educators were not allowed to properly inform them | AJC See Response 3
i11:31:2 Morgantown WV iof horrors such as the Holocaust. For a state that complains about its

3 rankmg and reputation in the country, these are the actions that will only 3 '

‘harm its reputation and secure its spot as a second class state. [ don want |
my children growing up in this state if changes like this are ‘

1mplemented
2020- . .
01-15 §Jess1ca Bailey I support the initiative to encourage all counties to provide a pathwa for
! pp g P P y
112:03:4 §h0mesch001 fnom reentry into high school sA/S
1 §POCA WV |
| | The new flex credit will help our county accommodate the educational :
! :needs of all students. Our minimum graduation requirement in Raleigh
2020-  Mary McClung ‘County is 24 credits. The flex credit will allow flexibility for students
%01—15 %Principal ébased on their post secondary interests and plans, while still meeting the See Response 1
i12:48:3 Bradley Elementary istate minimum requirement of 22 credits. Students could have a choice
2 ‘Mount Hope WV iin either: a 4th social studies credit, a 4th science credit, a computer
* 3 iscience course, or a CTE foundational course depending on the students
personal 1nterests and future plans
The decision to cut in half the (already low) number of social studies ' '
:classes needed for graduation in West Virginia is extremely short- :
isighted. Students in this state need to be better prepared to operate in an
: ginereasingly globalized world and this requires more knowledge and :
! Jeff Rutherford ‘understanding about societies -- including their own -- around the world. |
%2020_ %A.ssistant Professor of Thls is the only way thet they can make informed decisions thet vrzill : :
01-15 §Hlst0ry ;affect the future of their state and country. High schools are vital in See Res 3 and
: S . . : . . . . . . : : ponses 3 an
113:39-5 §Xav1er Urnversmr (formerly ipro.ducmg cmzens whe can actively and constru.ctlvely part1c1pate in A/C 2
5 iof Wheeling Jesuit isociety and social studies classes are extremely important in this process. |
{UniversityQ {f West Virginia wants to attract businesses that will bring good-paying
\ §Wheeling WV jjobs to the state, it needs an educated work-force that can navigate a

gglobalized economy. On a different note, perhaps more instruction on
thistory would allow the state to avoid humiliating episodes such as an
ientire class of prison guards giving the Hitler salute. History classes are
vital to learning and understanding the past so that a better present and
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ifuture can be reached and by eliminating social studies requirements, the
istate board of education is actively sabotaging any hopes for a brighter
§future for West Vlrgmla

I support the initiative to encourage every WV county to offer a pathway ‘

Christine Cozart ifor reentry into public schools after 9th grade so that our state’s public

%2020— §Raleigh Educational geducatlon system can best serve the student when needed. Often it is in s
§01—15 Association of Christian the best interest of the child to be placed back into high school in 10th, AJS
i14:40:4 . i11th, or even 12th grade to finish their studies for their diploma. I
: {Homeschooling . . . oL
8 §Beckley WV §be11eve WYV should offer.the option to come back into school when it is
| {best for the student. I believe this policy change would support that
: ‘objective.
\ \ gSOCial Studies literacy is critical for having an educated citizen. \
‘Reducing the requirements does not maintain rigor for a high school
gstudent.
gThls appears to be a method to diminish civic learning at the expense of
gsome other coursework or political pet project.
%2020— J oc Wade %Mathematics has already suffered at the hands of legislation that sought :
§01—15 §Teacher, Classroom §t0 restructure it. Now math curriculum is a mess. AJC See Response 1
114:52:4 Brooke County Schools
3 §F011ansbee WV If you absolutely must destroy something, change World History to an '
; ‘elective and mandate students take Economics, Geography, or Sociology
‘as a graduation requirement in addition to US Studies, Contemporary |
§Studies, and Civics.
§Overall, think about what is proposed: less learning by students at the |
‘hands of people not working in the classroom. Bad move. Students need |
ithese courses more than they realize. ‘
2020-

Rl - T support the initiative to encourage all counties to provide a pathway for
i01-15  {Elizabeth Jenkins o SUPP g P p y \

1522:4 Arnett WV §reentry into high school! I am excited to see this opportunity for our A/ S

3 istudents. '

2020 ¢ Tam totally opposed to reducing social studies credits for high school | .
01-15  {Patricia A Haught students. Studies report that WV students don perform well on tests in | AJC See Response 1
117:31:3 Fairview WV ithe area of social studies already. What do you think will happen with P

11 iless instruction in social studies. If anything, I believe that at least a
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isemester of geography should be required. Or at least, combine and offer
'8 weeks of geography and 8 weeks of civics into one course. Several
gyears ago, 17% of all high school seniors couldn locate the United States
ion a blank world map. Thats pathetic! Knowledge about our past, where
§we came from, how we arrived to the present time, etc. is necessary for
ffuture adults to make informed decisions when they vote. They need
§m0re information, not less, to make those decisions. American History
ishould be taught and one semester isn enough. In fact usually American
iHistory is divided (1) up to the civil war (2) post civil war and (3) 20th
icentury. Teachers are rushed to get through key information with three
iclasses. That doesn even include World Civilization. Our heritage (form
§of government, political structure, etc.) is based on what the Romans and
iGreeks did. We need to teach that information as well. Again, [ do NOT
isupport reducing the number of social studies courses required in West
Virginia High Schools.

‘Flora Perrone
Welrton Wv

Marla Bailey I support the initiative to encourage all counties to provide a pathway for
Damels WV ireentry into high school

{I am not a resident of West Virginia, but I spend much of my work day
§talking with social studies teachers, writing articles about their work,
iand writing and editing materials that support them in their work. Every
iteacher [ speak with tells me that it is a challenge to cover all the content
ithat needs to be covered in American history and government. This
2020- Ellen D. Tucker ‘includes not only those teachers who cover all of American history in
01-15 Pubhcatlons Editor §0ne school year; it includes teachers who teach a semester course on
18:26:1 {Teaching American History hlstory from 1945 to the present.

6 ‘Ashland OH :

A/C éSee Response 3

‘Why? Because we cannot understand history by rushing through a
gtextbook synopsis. Reaching historical understanding, as an [owa
iteacher told me just last week, is not as simple as learning a quadratic
‘equation in math. The quadratic equation is the same this year as it was
§decades ago. History, however, is made up of the innumerable firsthand



iaccounts of many witnesses. New accounts and interpretations are
icontinually generated by scholars and writers. Becoming competent in
ghistory requires learning how to locate variant accounts, analyze each,
iand compare them. It involves learning a complex set of skills.

{These analytical skills, complex as they may seem, are the same skills
gneeded by voters in our democratic republic. Self-governing people need
ito know how to read, analyze, and compare variant accounts of proposed
ipolicies and laws. They need these skills to evaluate the competence of
ithose running for elective office. They need them simply to understand
gthe regulations governments generate, regulations that govern their
lives!

No teacher can lead students through a comprehensive study of all there
gis to know about these things. At best, they can lead them in a thorough
iand thoughtful exploration of key moments in history, key
‘Constitutional concepts, key moments of decision. At best, they can help
istudents explore only the most significant and reputable of the
écontrasting accounts. But if they have time to do this, they will equip
istudents to continue learning on their own.

§Its not a matter of covering all the learning standards. There are usually
itoo many to cover. Its a matter of learning how to find information and
ithink about it with an open but critical mind. The teachers I find most
‘impressive, the ones who are praised by colleagues, administrators, and
gsmdents, are not those who cover all the learning standards. They are
ithose who take the time to help students develop thinking skills. You
icannot complete this process in one semester.

§Its worth pointing out that American history demands more thought of
istudents than the longer history of Europe, Asia, or the Ancient world.
‘Why? because Americans are self-governing. Every American citizen,
inot just a single royal family or an elite class, is involved in government.
§It is far easier to rule as a tyrant than to rule as a democratically elected
‘official. Tyrants need not consider the needs of the many different
iinterest groups. They don need to find ways to help these groups
‘cooperate. They don need to persuade voters. They don need to consider
gopposing views. Learning American history involves learning how
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ieffective and wise leaders managed the complex task of working with
§other elected officials to respond to the needs of the voting public.

%Every time [ interview a social studies teacher, I ask: Do you consider it |
;part of your job to help young people become responsible citizens in our |
irepublic? Every teacher answers "Yes!"” Then I ask a follow-up: What |
gthen 1s the most important thing you hope students learn in your class?
iInvariably, teachers answer that they hope students learn to think for !
ithemselves--to evaluate information and compare it to other information, |
ito discern which interpretations are supported by evidence and which are
%not. Most teachers also say that they hope students learn that sustaining |
‘our republic will depend on how well they pay attention to public affairs |
:and how much they are willing to contribute to the discussion of these |
affairs. Most teachers add that they want students to be thoroughly
gfamiliar with our nations Constitution, since it provides the rules by
‘which we are governed. And almost every teacher tells me that they

thope the students in their class will learn how to talk in a calm and
‘thoughtful way about questions of public policy and government--that
gthey learn how to have these discussions while listening to and
irespecting those who hold different views.

gThese are all critical lessons. They simply cannot be taught in a single

isemester. They need to be taught over and over again--just as we teach |

‘basic math and reading skills. Please allow more time for social studies-- |

not less.--Ellen Tucker, writer and editor for : :
gTeaChingAmericanHistory.org

‘Celena Keeney

: Member . _ _

§01—15 'ORCHARDS Homeschool I support a p.athway for re-entry into high sch(?oll. I believe WV should AS

118:28:2 ! ‘offer the option to come back to school when it is best for the student. |

n :Co-op, Fayette Co.

Rainelle WV

\ \ éDear West Virginia Department of Education: \ :
2020- '

I Just submitted comments on your proposed Social Studies '
iprogramming. Please remove from those comments my affiliation with N
‘Teaching American History. While I think my views correlate with those |
gof others in my organization, [ can really only speak for myself. Thank \
iyou for your understanding, and please accept my apology for this

01-15  Ellen Tucker
118:58:3 %Monterey CA
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imistake.

%Ellen D. Tucker

oo20- o . _ . .
01-15  Sharon Eaton :I support the initiative for allowing reentry into public high school in all |

00:07:2 §Sutt0n WV icounties. Having to completely restart at 9th grade after having done A/ S

' iprevious high school level work is demotivating and unfair.

I am extremely disappointed that the state would like to reduce the high ' '
ischool social studies credit requirements for graduation. Students need a |
‘full and rich education and reducing history credits shorts them of this \
gopportunity. The state has already reduced requirements and changed the
igrading scale. Students need to have high expectations and be held
iaccountable and I believe the state is doing a disservice to our future

§2020— gcitizens of West Virginia. Stop dumbing down our youth and lets build

01-15  Danea Tomlinson ithem up with higher standards, requirements, and expectations. The

: : . U : :See Response 1
120:07:4 Lewisburg WV thistory classes our youth already take is on an extremely fast pace and | ;

2 3 ithey do not need to try and squish more into less classes. Kids need to go |

gin depth and understand concepts and learning and not just skim over :
information and facts. If we want young adults to be sound citizens who |
§can make smart decisions, they need to understand history and where
ithey came from. I urge you to not lower the social studies credits
grequirements for graduation, do what is right for our youth of West
‘Virginia.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I was a secondary math teacher in WV for 13 years before switching to
ibe a school librarian two years ago. Part of the reason I switched
ipositions is that the rigorous math standards made teaching high school
imath quite miserable. I was literally teaching logarithms to future !
lloggers - and this was in 11th grade; they still had another math credit to

%2020— igo. Having to pass 4 math classes leaves no room for failing a course :

01-15  Leah Shinaberry :and graduating on time - unless your family has transportation options to N See Response 1
:20:53:1 Durbin WV ‘allow you to attend summer school. P

1 * : :

I strongly oppose dropping the number of social studies credits from 4 to
3 Knowledge of historical information makes for much better citizens,
lless likely to repeat the same mistakes. Also, if a student fails a social
istudies course, they can take it again while simultaneously enrolled in a
‘different course, not needing to attend summer school or postpone their
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igraduation.

I am not, however, opposed to dropping the required number of credits |
ito graduate. T recommend leaving the social studies requirement at 4 and |
:dropping the number of required math credits from 4 to 3. This leaves |
iroom for students to repeat a course if they do not pass the first time, and |
§it also leaves room to adjust the curriculum to contain the most pertinent
‘content standards. :

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I support the initiative to encourage every WV county to offer a pathway |

: §Michelle Hontz ifor reentry into public schools after 9th grade so that our states public

§2020— §Financial Director §educati0n system can best serve the student when needed. Often it is in In favor of pathway
§01—15 §Raleigh Educational §the best interest of the child to be placed back into high school in 10th, AJS for reentry into public
122:37:5 iAssociation of Christian :11th, or even 12th grade to finish their studies for their diploma. I
9 %Homeschoolers ‘believe WV should offer the option to come back into school when it is §SChOOIS ‘
: Beckley WV gbest for the student. I believe this policy change would support that

iobjective.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................

§2020_ T strongly agree that a child should be able to attend public school if its In favor of pathway
i01-16  Laura Meadows : . . . . : . .
: - iof the best interest of the child and that the credits they have previously {A/S :for reentry into public :
i07:57:5 {Rainelle WV : : : :
2 I iearned be valid. :schools :
2020~ :

01-16  Lulabelle Tyler ‘With all of the climate change problems we are facing, our students need §In favor c.)f Eart.h altlhd

! : : A/S :Space Science in 9
109:03:1 WV ito learn as much earth science as we can get them. §gra de

§1 i H H B

2020- e TR
01-16 . . ‘Do not remove the Earth and space science requirement for high school | ;In favor c.)f Eart.h altlhd
09:04:2 Louise Wilson ‘oraduati A/S :Space Science in 9

5 04:2 §gra uation. ' grade.

8(1)_2&; §Bebe Tvler : In favor of Earth and
§09_1 34 S tonews(go LWV {All students should be required to take earth to science. AS Space Science in gth

1 R ! ! :grade.

T ———— ......................................................................................................................................................................
‘01-16  {Alberta Martin It is important that all students take the earth science course for ;In favor of Earth altlhd

! ! : . A/S :Space Science in 9
109:15:1 Jane Lew WV :graduation. :

1 ! .grade.
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....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{'m in support of the initiative to allow every WV county to offer reentry
‘into public schools after 9th grade. Keeping the best interest of the child

§1n mind to be placed back into high school in 10th, 11th, or 12th grade to | A/S
ffinish their studies for their diploma. WV should offer the option to

§come back into school when 1t is best for the student

01-16  Melanie Bethel
109:24:4 Beckley WV
s

3(1)2{) 6_ §Misty Loggins

Ot i, HEARTH & REACH
1 77 Princeton WV

2020-  Ray Rappold

01-16
11:19:1

2020-
01-16
113:24:1

‘Adult Education Instructor
Fayette County Schools
Alloy WV

Brittany Kowalski
%Adjunct Instructor
Pierpont Community and
‘Technical College
§Fairmont WV

§Beverly VanScyoc
‘Counselor
‘Hundred High
%Hundred West

I support the initiate for every county to have a pathway for students to
:enter or re-enter public high school beyond grade 9 in order to best serve | A/ S
ithe needs of every student. :

§Used (o be 4 credits equlred in Social Studies when [ was in ngh

gSchool. Reducing this is just dumb (Id even suggest adding Geography

for 5 credits). Todays young people need more background in History, A/C
iCivics, Economics, Government, Geography, Political Science,
§SOC1ology not less. Teaches thern how to thlnk

§C0ndens1ng hlgh school hlstory to one course is an extreme disservice to
ithe students of West Virginia. Having a knowledge of history and other
isocial sciences is crucial to making informed political decisions. West
Virginia students will be less well-prepared for college and potentially
gfall behind their out-of-state peers if they only take one history course.
iAdditionally, some colleges and universities require more history

icourses than one to qualify to apply for their admission to their
§1nst1tut10n By only requiring one history course, students may realize
‘when it is already too late that they needed to take more history than that A/C
ito even be able to apply to the college or university they would like to
iattend (https://www.thoughtco.com/years-of-social-studies-needed-
§788863). Please reconsider reducing the number of required history
icourses. Perhaps looking at the requirements of other states would !
‘provide insight into the standard across the country to determine if West |
Virginia students will be put at a disadvantage as compared to their \
gpeers when they are applying for and entering college

§(https //cOarw235. casplo com/dpfb7f930000e16e10a822c47b3baa2)

I dlsagree with the proposed changes to the social studies curriculum.

gWe are failing our students and our nation by not providing an in depth A/C
ieducation about the Holocaust, Vietnam War, slavery, etc. As a society |

‘we only skim the surface of issues so we are easily led and manipulated N
by individuals who spout rhetoric and half-truths. The social studies \

§In favor of pathway |
;for reentry into public !
ischools '

§In favor of pathway
;for reentry into public
ischools '

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 8

" SeeRespomse 1

ICurriculum and :
‘instruction are a local |
level decision.
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‘curriculum needs to remain as it is. It might also be beneficial to consult |
iwith educators when making proposed changes to curriculum. ‘

I strongly disagree with the proposal to lessen the social studies required
icourses from 4 to 3. Our students need a greater knowledge of history

%2020_ L and government, not less. As thfa 1egislature has recently requireq a ‘
01-16 J essica Baker §01t1zensh1p test be given to all civics graduatmg students, recognizing the
1 4:07:4 §Teacher ;need fo%‘ our students to l.)e edl.lc?ated in the way our government Wf)rkS A/C ;See Response 1
3 §Math1as WV gand their role as responsible citizens in a democracy. Comprehensive ‘
N iknowledge of US History as well as World Studies is vital to ensuring
\ ‘our students are prepared to go to college or go to work in a global
geconomy.
\ \ gPlease do not diminish the Social Studies requirements in WV high \ :
ischools. I grew up in WV and attended school there through high school
: I now live in AR but read both the Charleston and Wheeling papers as ‘
§2020_ e %}Wll as return to the state several times per year because of business
%01_1 6 %Phﬂh.p.l Peters imterests.. _
14:17:3 §Physu:1an ;Our society can [l afford to turn out 1_11gh school'graduates who are A/C :See Response 1
5 §L1ttle Rock AR ;products of a “dumbed down” educational experience. All of us will live 5
: iin an increasingly complex global society in the years to come and need
ito understand the past in order to prepare for the future. I can see
iabsolutely nothing beneficial to the students or the state by diminishing
gthelr exposure to S0c1al Sc1ences
I believe it is a mistake to lower the social studies requlrements To ' '
‘consolidate American History into one year of study and include civics |
‘and economics within the structure of that unit will greatly declease
2020-  Monter R. Wilson istudent knowledge. As a former history teacher I found it difficult to
§01—16 §retired iteach American History in two years, to reduce it to one is an ;See Response 3
: ! : o . . . A/C :
114:49:4  former teacher :abomination. Civies and economics should be taught in an expanded See Response 8
8 Bruceton Mills wv iformat not a shorten format. Chief Justice Roberts has said recently that
: citizens need more study of the constitution and more study of
igovernment and our history. I agree and ask you to not change the
icurrent social studies and graduation requirements.
%2020_ . §So [ hear that there is a proposal to decrease the number of credits
§01_1 6 §D0u.g Minor gneeded in history/civics at the high school level. As I look around the
§19: 00:2 §Reglstered Nurse icountry today it is obvious that this is exactly the opposite of what needs A/C ;See Response 1
9 §Benwood Wy ito be done. Anyone that truly pays attention to what is going on in the :
i i{Country and world can see that we need to arm our children with the
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ipast so it is not repeated. They need the knowledge so as to not be led
gastray by those that would take advantage of someone with a lesser
‘education.

! iStudents need more science at all levels as this is the field with the
Katrin Machaj igreatest potential for jobs and improvements to society. :

Lead Physics Teacher {If you consider the Next Generation Science Standards, Earth/Space is

%Chicago Public Schools the capstone science after Biology, Chemistry and Physics. A/ S

Lane Tech College Prep HS 4 years of math and science should be a requirement at the high school

‘Chicago IL Jevel as the moaiority of careers in the future will be related to scientific |

: ‘endeavors. :

§A11 wv counties should offer a easier way to let high school age students |

2020- ¢ :enter into the school system. [ believe the testing and state certificated
! Rose Marshall : . . : :

01-16 . iteacher evaluation that 1s already in effect for progressing to the next
91:14:4 ‘Homeschool family !

(Cool Ridge Wv

§In favor of pathway

‘grade should be sufficient to enter high school as a public school student A/S égg;;z??ry into public

ias well. Also letting homeschool students take A. C. T. Courses like : :
ipublic school students.

2020-
:01-16  Shannon Cipoletti
121:24:1 Beckley WV

In favor of pathway
I support a pathway for reentry into high school for every WV county. A/ S :for reentry into public
E 3 schools :

3 Meggan C Price : ' '
12020-  Homeschool Mom 3

:01-16  Raleigh Educators
121:26:2 Association of Christian
3 §H0meschoolers
Beckley WV

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Theresa Dennison West Virginia needs a track for high school homeschoolers to re-enter :
‘Teacher ithe public school system. As a widowed homeschooler, I feel it In favor of pathway |
§Appalachian Classical gespecially important for lawmakers to realize that family situations A/ S for reentry into public
‘Academy ichange, and that West Virginia should be supporting ALL of their éschools '
Beckley WV istudents!

amilies need to have the ability to enroll their children in the WV |

: : i ] : : iIn favor of pathway

:01-17  {Teresa Garrett :public school system in 10th grade and above. AS for reentry into public |

109:43:3 Mount Hope WV ‘Other states give tests or review a student’s portfolio to determine éschools y P
: ‘placement.

: In favor of pathway
I support a pathway for reentry into high school for every WV county.  {A/S for reentry into public :
3 ischools :




.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

(Gina Smith

Raleigh Education
‘Association of Christian
§H0meschoolers

%Beaver A\ AY

§Christine Keyes ; : :
‘Homeschool mom, LPN :
'REACH, CHEWV
%Naoma (Raleigh County)
_§WV

AR R R A L AR L A L R A AR LR R AR L AR L R L R L AR L R L AR L AR LR R AR LR A AR LA AR LA A AR AR AL AR A AR AR AR A n s

2020-
01-17
113:27:2

(Carol Miley
Dunbar WV

§Michael Ross
‘Winfield WV

‘Michael Wilson
istructural civil engineer

‘former student
Bruceton Mills WV

{To whom it may concern,

{This is just another facet of WV living that makes it so hard to raise a
ifamily here...

I support a pathway for reentry to high school for homeschoolers first
ievery WV county.

I support having a policy in place to allow reentry into high school for

. . . AS
ievery student in every county in WV,

[ want to voice my alarm with this proposal of reducing the teaching of

ghistory in our high schools. We need more exposure (o help the students
iprocess the significance of events in our world today. [ am a retired A/C
Kanawha County elementary school teacher. We also need more :
_§teaching about the Constitution and civic responsibilities.

gThere are so many climate change problems in the world today. All of
iour students should be required to to take earth and space science to A/S
‘graduate. :

iSee comments above N

1 have recently learned of the West Virginia State Board of Education’s
iproposal to condense high school American History, Geography, and :
Economics into a single year social studies course and to eliminate A/C
:Civics from the curriculum, and as the son of a retired history teacher |
‘and graduate of the West Virginia public education system, [ am N
gappalled. I simply cannot fathom how this terrible idea would benefit the
istudents of West Virginia. It is a challenge for teachers to cover the ;
inecessary material as the curriculum currently stands, and this certainly .
iwon’t make it any casier.

§In favor of pathway |
for reentry into public |
:schools 5

§In favor of pathway !
:[or reentry into public :
ischools 5

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 8

‘Policy 2510 does not
éaddress curriculum.
‘Curriculum is a local
level decision. Policy
12520.4 contains the
ésocial studies
'standards



‘Many people in our country complain that the younger generation don’t
gunderstand the history of our country nor how it works. Under this
iproposal, how will our children have a better understanding? How will
iteachers present such a large amount of material in such a small
itimeframe? Does this proposal suggest that teachers cut out sections of
ghistory? Does this proposal suggest that teachers condense important
ievents? Who is the judge of what stays and what doesn’t?

I°d like to cite an example — the Civil War, one of our country’s most
%important events. In order to be able to cover this material along with the
238 non-Civil War years, the time spent on it must be reduced or five
iother years of American History should be cut out of the curriculum. So,
‘will our children be only learning that the War was caused by slavery, or
§Wi11 they learn about the other political and economic issues? What will
ithey not learn instead? Will the teachers remove something like the
‘Gilded Age or something “more important” like the Vietnam War? Time
will only tell.

I would like to also introduce something more modern and relevant — the
{impeachment proceedings against Donald Trump. Without a Civics
gclass, how will students understand this historical event unfolding before
itheir eyes? How will they understand how impeachment works? How
‘will they understand that impeachment doesn’t mean removal from
‘office? How will they understand that these proceedings are being
gfollowed by the Constitution and the law of the United States? Are they
isupposed to learn this from politically biased media like Breitbart or
{Huffington Post, or should they turn to their politicians who ignorantly
glambast the proceedings simply because they don’t like them?

In conclusion, it should be obvious to even the most ignorant fool that
iremoving and/or breezing over history and government in school is a
recipe for disaster. While those on the Board may not care what the
gyounger generation knows, since they’ll be dead when they become the
lleaders of this country, there are those of us who will be living and
‘would not like to see another Civil War or Holocaust happen simply
gbecause of ignorance and lack of knowledge.
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g“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it”
:George Santayana

g“Eduoation is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those
iwho prepare for it today™
Malcom X

%“Education 1s not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire”
‘William Butler Yeats

§“Leaming 1s like rowing upstream: not to advance 1s to drop back™
iChinese proverb

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I support the initiative to encourage every WV county to offer a pathway |
ifor reentry into public schools after 9th grade so that our state’s public |

%2020— geducation system can best serve the student when needed. Often it is in \ In favor of pathway
01-17  {Gabrielle Clifton ithe best interest of the child to be placed back into high school in 10th, AJS for reentry into public
113:32:3 Daniel's WV i1 1th, or even 12th grade to finish their studies for their diploma. [
6 ‘believe WV should offer the option to come back into school when it is §SChOOIS

gbest for the student. I believe this policy change would support that
‘objective.”

{This comment is with regard to the proposal to decrease the number of |

gsocial studies courses/credits for WV H.S. students. It saddens me to

2020- | ithink that WV is even considering this. Social Studies is not just ONE :

%01—17 J enny McCardle gsubject, hence social studIES (plural). It includes geography, history, AJC See Response 1
114:06:2 Wheeling WV ;politics, economics and culture and to deprive any of our students from |

7 learning one or more of these subjects is disheartening. Please DO NOT | '

; idecrease the number of courses/credits required for WV high school

istudents - you would be doing them an immense disservice. :

‘The proposed policy reduces required credits to 22, lessens social studies

2000- | %credits requirements to 3 and makes several other changes designed to

01.17 Michelle Wolfe iallow school systems to employ fewer teachers. This policy lgssens :

1 5.53:4 §teacher rather than strengthens the rigor and content of the work required of N :See Response 7
i« iBaker WV istudents to graduate from high school in West Virginia, which in my :

5 { L . :

: :opinion will only put them further behind when they go to college or to

ithe workplace.
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Lawrence Bissett
Mr.
iSouth Charleston WV

T am opposed to your proposal to reduce social studies and history
icontent requirements for high school students. Qur state adult citizenry
galready appears poorly educated about these subjects. New graduates
iwith even lower education in these subjects will only further lower state
rresidents capabilities to perform responsibilities as citizens, voters, and
‘employees. Please reject any proposals to reduce these requirements.

A/C :See Response 1

B D P P PP PR PP PP IR SRS PRE

12020-  Darby Brown
01-17  N/A

22:50:1 N/A

4 ‘Cameron WV
2020-  Jack Lambert Jr.
01-18  {Owner

J acks Gun Sales _
‘Saulsville Wy

Kenneth Williams

‘The state is considering getting rid of world history & condensing :
:American history into 1 year instead of 2. This puts stress on teachers &
is a disservice to our students. Without world history students get only |
ian American perspective. And by condensing the American history

gcourses the information cannot be covered in-depth, in the way it needs
ito be covered so our students have an accurate understanding.

A/C :See Response 3

More history! ‘AS

Every day I read more and more about the destruction that we are doing |

§t0 our planet, to the environments that we live in. Our children need to
gknow more science. Our children especially need to know more about ~ {A/S
ithe earth science so they can understand and fix the problems we have |
icaused.

§In favor of Earth and
‘Space Science in 9™
.grade.

iEvery day I read more and more about the destruction that we are doing
ito our planet, to the environments that we live in. Our children need to |
tknow more science. Our children especially need to know more about  {A/S

§In favor of Earth and
:Space Science in 9™

gthe earth science so they can understand and [ix the problems we have égrade.
icaused. :
ey ——— .................................................................................................................................................................................................... N
01-18 It was good when you required students to take earth science the ninth | §In favor c.>f Earlih altlhd
: Jerry Jarman : \ . A/S :Space Science in 9
108:12:0 igrade year. Don’t change it now. ! :
3 ' ;grade.
2020_ ........ GregAllen ........................................ e ............................ g ———
01-18  ‘Community Member iSocial Studies requirements need to stay the same - four credits with
: : ; . . A/C :See Response 1
:11:32:4 {Putnam County Schools ‘world history as requirement. ! :
9

Hurricane WV
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2020-
01-18
11:56:5

‘Stacy McPherson
§Parent

%Putnam County Schools
Hurricane Wv

.......................................................................................

§Tamara Westfall
§Teacher

%Putnam County Schools
Poca WV

§Social Studies Requirements should be kept the same. World History
:should be a requirement. Keep American History- two courses; If
inecessary, absorb Civics in the American History courses.

...................................................................................................................................................................................

i approve of the flex credit since it will allow students to get more

‘tailored education based on their interests.

I believe that a better solution to the issue of Earth & space science

{(ESS) vs physical science is to allow the rising freshman to choose :
‘which they want to take. We have some freshmen who do not have the  {A/S
ialgebra skills to succeed in physical science their first year, so the CSOs |
gfor ESS is more obtainable for them. At the same time, we have students N
‘who have those skills and plan to pursue a chemistry or biology degree
ithat would be better serviced for a physical science starting course.

Letting students choose what classes work best for them ensures that

gthey are learning skills needed for their future.

;See Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 12

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Gary A Wroblewski
Mr.
‘Ceredo WV

Do not remove social studies requirement our society is a mess because . |
‘When young people stated the impeachment is over after the house

gvoted Just shows BOEs are pushing for a dumbing down of society. Just
ibe use you do not teat it does. Ot make it irrelevant.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020-
01-19
111:19:0

J ason MacDonald
§Associate Professor
‘West Virginia University
§M0rgantown WV

My understanding is that a proposal is under consideration that would
idecrease the number of years of social studies that high school students
gmust take in order to graduate. Reducing the number of years from two
ito one would decrease the amount of knowledge that high school
istudents have about their government and their history-as well as
isovernment and history throughout the world. This would have the
geffect of making students less well-prepared for higher education
icourses on these topics. More importantly, though, it would reduce the
:general level of knowledge about government and history throughout the |
state. Fewer citizens would know about the separation of powers system,
gfor example, and appreciate the role that competing branches of :
igovernment play in making laws and protecting democracy. Fewer
icitizens would appreciate the importance of civil liberties for promoting
ithe benefits of a free and civil society. Fewer citizens would become
gfamiliar with the electoral system and their role in it.

H
H
N
H
3
3
H
H
N
H

éSee Response 3 and 8

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Kristine Alvarez
English Teacher
Monongalia County

{As a veteran high school English teacher in West Virginia, [ urge those
§with the power to stop this bill’s progression to do so without hesitation.
{This bill supports watering down our social studies curriculum and that



12:09:4 iSchools - MHS iis not just negligible, it is a worrisome approach that indicates a certain (N ‘Curriculum and
0 Morgantown WV idegree of ignorance regarding opportunities for maximizing learning ‘instruction are
‘outcomes for our students. Simply put, it is the opposite of what our iaddressed at the

gsmdents need. écounty level.
{The social studies curriculum in West Virginia needs to be broadened as
ga means o best educate our students and to better foster meaningful
icross curricular learning opportunities for them. Social Studies classes
iafford students the opportunity for more depth of understanding when
ithey are studying historical documents, speeches, figures, and other
ginvaluable pieces of American literature. Class discussions with students
iwho have been exposed to accurate and in depth analysis of historical
itime periods, figures and documents in their social studies classes are so
‘much more beneficial to their overall learning. As a result, their ability
§t0 discuss and craft evidence based arguments and develop commentary
ito support their claims or their analysis of another’s perspective when
iwriting is much more attainable for them. It’s a win win when social
gsmdies courses act as anchors for our English Language and Literature

iclasses.
I understand there is a movement to eliminate or reduce Social Studies '
%2020_ . §§lasses in the high school programming. Asa .democracy we rel_y on Fhe
01-19 Suz.anne Patrick gmformed voter to elect representatives who Wlll ensure the .contmuatlon
1 597:0 RetiredTeacher §of our freedoms. The youth nee.d to have a f11.‘m understan.dmg of .how A/C ;See Response 1
0 Shepherdstown WV iour government works and the issues facing it today. Social Studies and 5
{Current Events are studies vital to our democracy. The curriculum
gshould be expanded, not reduced. :
‘Parker O. Pennington IV : :See Response 1 ‘
2020- : : . . : :
01-19 §f0rmer President . I approve of ﬂelx credit so st}ldents can take more science. Earth &
0381 §Nat10nal Earth Science §Spac§ Science is an appropriate course for 9th grade students and should A/ S gIn favor Qf Earth and
8 §Teachers Assoc remain. gSpace Science in 9
‘Ann Arbor MI : grade
12020-  Marilou McClung : :
%01—20 %Teacher gGiven the current level of student engagement -- we need 4 years of AJS See Response 1
106:34:0 {Capital high school isocial studies. We try but they have to listen. One more year can hurt. |
7 \Charleston West : ‘
%2020— J onathan Berkey I am opposed to. giving .student.s more "choice” by decr.easm.g the AJC Sec Response 8
i01-20  {Athens WV inumber of required social studies courses. Our contentious times and :




inews headlines show that Americans (and West Virginians) need all of
ithe background in social studies they can get. If we want responsible
gcitizens in the state who are willing to address the key challenges we
iface, social studies must be emphasized. Limiting the social studies
irequirement to one course will cause students to miss important parts of
lour history that can teach valuable lessons.

{The Boards proposal to eliminate some of the social studies curriculum

‘requirements is exactly the wrong direction to go in at a time when the 5

2020- ivery foundation of our democracy is under attack. We have a president ‘Curriculum and
0120 8. Carter Zerbe ‘with dictatorial tendencies, who with the cooperation and protection of a linstruction are

09:28:4 ‘addressed at the

Charleston WV glarge, extreme right-wing section of one of our political parties, seeks to ‘
‘county level.

idestroy the enlightenment foundation of our democratic system which
istresses reason, science, facts, and integrity. Instead of reduction, the
isocial studies curriculum requirements should be expanded.

§Please do not reduce graduation requirements and certainly not in social

. istudies. People don even recognize the 3 branches of government, let

85_28 4 g;tl;m;lc:arr(l:sl:lonwn WV §a10ne their responsibilities. They have no idea about global geography.
S hep ‘They need MORE, not less. A higher graduation rate of ill informed

| &

istudents will not be a plus for them or for our state.
12020-  iGail Ricketts :
01-20 M, Keep 2 vears of American History and a comprehensive civics course A/C See Response 3
17:27:2 Citizen Py ry p : p
0 Follansbee WV

‘As a teacher in West Virginia, I strongly disagree with reducing the
‘number of social studies credits required for graduation. When similar
gideas were proposed a couple years ago, [ was against it. Social studies
iis an important element in student learning. Not only does it teach
istudents how to be productive citizens, but it also helps them see their
2020- grole in shaping the future. Social studies courses also help students
101-20  Kimberly Dennler iidentify their relationship with their community, state, nation, and world.
22:14:3 Lewisburg WV It is difficult already to cover all of the material students are required to
llearn in various social studies courses. Eliminating one course would
gmake this even more challenging. If [ read correctly, the policy proposed
ia comprehensive U.S. history course. Because AP courses are rigorous,
iteaching U.S. history can be achieved. However, general education
iclassrooms are paced according to the learners that are in those
respective classrooms. T cannot imagine students in a general setting

A/C :See Response 1

(W]




igoing through the entire history of our nation and retaining everything N ‘Curriculum and
ithere is to know. \instruction are
: ‘addressed at the

%Rather than eliminating a social studies credit, I believe revisions should
ibe made to the social studies curriculum at the middle and high school
ilevels. Some courses are revisited between the two and I believe that is
gpa.rtly why it has been suggested to drop the credits. Instead of reducing
ithe credits, why not change the courses taught in middle and high school
is0 they aren retaught? For instance, colleagues across the state have
idiscussed students lack of geography skills between various grade
glevels. Why not teach students geography in middle school instead of
iworld history or U.S. studies? Or incorporate an economics course into
ithe social studies curriculum that teaches students the basics of
§investing, taking out loans, writing checks, etc. Both courses are
gdesperately needed to help students be successful, conscientious adults.
iIn the interests of students, [ believe that the social studies credits
ineeded to graduate should not be reduced.

I believe the removal of Earth Science in your 9th grade curriculum
gwould be a serious mistake. The Earth Sciences are in the news almost
idaily now. Climate change and its impact, meteorological disasters are
‘becoming even more destructive every year, earthquakes and volcanic
geruptions continue to wreck havoc on millions of lives each year. We are
iall worried about energy sources and sustainability of food sources.
{These are all relevant topics that high school students should be exposed

écounty level.

éSee Response 1

§In favor of Earth and

J ack Hentz §t0 in Earth Science class in order to make informed decisions as citizens AIS " Sei in Ot
2020-  Retired high school science :of this country and to encourage students to enter these fields as pace science i
:01-20  iteacher gpermanent careers. This is very important for your students, since West ;grade.
22:35:5 Michigan Earth Science Virginia is a leader in the area of Astronomy in this country. Flex credits :
4 Teachers Association iare a great idea to get additional science credits for students during their

Rosenberg TX ihigh school careers. Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, and Physics are

iall important topics that students should have some exposure to in high
ischool. Please do not remove Earth Science in order to replace it with
‘another science. Physical Science (Physics and Chemistry) should be a
gone year class, Life Science (Biology) should be a one year class, and
{Earth and Space Science should be a one year class. This will expose all
thigh school students to all the major sciences during their high school
icareer.

§
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i There seems to be little attention given to the sequencing of these
icourses as

gthey relate to other courses. Social studies provides context for
understanding

‘other subjects and the world. When courses are sequenced, scaffolding
ican

goccur resulting in greater student understanding and achievement. The
irepetitive nature of courses could easily be addressed with changes to
ithe

‘middle school sequencing. Changes in middle school sequencing could
galleviate concerns about repetitive coursework and support the current
icourse

irequirements in high school.

iThe required classes are ethnocentric in nature and do not prepare
gstudents to be part of the global community. If our students leave West
Virginia for college or careers, they will need to be educated in diverse
icultures and traditions of the world, not just the United States. Their
limited education in this field may also limit their opportunities for
gsuccess. We need to emphasize, now more than ever, that we live in a
iglobal, interconnected society. World history and geography, both
‘human and physical, need to be required and emphasized parts of the
gcurriculum.

2020-
i01-21
09:25:5

Ralone Cool
teacher
Kanawha County Schools

A/C ;See Response 3
SAINT ALBANS WV 5

N

§C0ndensing American history into one year-long class or one semester
‘block class lends itself to teaching content and not skills. Sufficient
gdepth of knowledge about any person, event, or era cannot be achieved
‘with such a large time span to be covered. Our students need to have a
ideep understanding of our shared history as Americans in order to
iaddress the problems facing their generation. While students taking AP
gcourses are prepared for such a demanding course load and are able to
icomplete a comprehensive curriculum, this would limit our standard
ilevel and special needs students’ ability to be successful as they would
§be required to master two years of material in one year.

2020-
01-21
09:42:3

Valerie Leasure
classroom teacher
Kanawha County Schools
Charleston WV

A/C éSee Response 1

)

{There seems to be little attention given to the sequencing of these
icourses as they relate to other courses. Social studies provides context
ffor understanding other subjects and the world. When courses are
'sequenced, scaffolding can occur resulting in greater student




iunderstanding and achievement. The repetitive nature of courses could
leasily be addressed with changes to the middle school sequencing.
gChanges in middle school sequencing could alleviate concerns about
irepetitive coursework and support the current course requirements in
thigh school.

gSkills learned in social studies courses- annotation, document analysis,
:analysis of world events, reading maps, tables, and graphs- are essential
ito performing well on standardized tests. Even though Social Studies is
not a separate section on standardized testing, the reading and Language
gArts portions use these skills.

§When social studies requirements are reduced for our students, it also
ireduces the need to maintain social studies departments at their current
‘employment levels. Although not a separate section on high stakes tests,
gper the SAT website, social studies provides the primary source
idocument analysis necessary to be successful on the Reading and
‘English portions of standardized testing. It also is an opportunity to
ffoster education for the head and the heart as it emphasizes national and
§g10b31 perspectives and understanding our student roles as a citizen.

:Shared educational experiences students have in English and social
gstudies fosters interdisciplinary connections and promotes collaboration
leading to a deeper understanding and more meaningful learning.
‘Flexibility, especially in the junior and senior years, lends itself to less
gcollaboration amongst teachers.

gNeW instructional materials for social studies have been adopted for the
i2019-2020 school year. Teachers and school districts have already
linvested a significant amount of time and taxpayer money into these
%resources. Any changes to the structure of graduation requirements at
ithis point would be seen as a waste of resources.

%Policy 2510 has been addressed for the third time in as many years.
iConsistency would be beneficial until we know how the previous
ichanges are affecting stakeholders.

If leaving course options open to counties, is there an internal review for
newly related courses that are counting towards graduation? What will



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ibe offered in lieu of in depth study?

12020-  JOHN HOPKINS
01-21  TEACHER
111:29:3 KCS

ELKVIEW WV

=

12020-  iCecil Walker
01-21  Herbert Hoover High
112:49:5 School

N

N

gAt this time in our history, it is imperative to offer more opportunities
ifor students to learn how the social construct of their world operates.
{This is not done by decreasing the requirements but by adding more
lofferings as electives and more support of social studies teachers
gthrough advanced content specific training.

iAs now required, Civics is the senior level course. This is the
‘appropriate capstone to social studies coursework but there is not
%guarantee that this would be continued and therefore would diminish it
ieffectiveness for preparing citizens in the 21st century.

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

i Policy 2510 has been addressed for the third time in as many years.
‘Consistency would be beneficial until we know how the previous
gchanges are alfecting stakeholders.

i» If leaving course options open to counties, is there an internal review
ifor newly related courses that are counting towards graduation? What
‘will be offered in lieu of in depth study?

' At this time in our history, it is imperative to offer more opportunities
ifor students to learn how the social construct of their world operates.
‘This is not done by decreasing the requirements but by adding more
%offerings as electives and more support of social studies teachers
ithrough advanced content specific training.

i» As now required, Civics is the senior level course. This is the
lappropriate capstone to social studies coursework but there is not
gguarantee that this would be continued and therefore would diminish it
ieffectiveness for preparing citizens in the 21st century.

il am opposed to the proposed changes in regards to Social Studies
icourses in West Virginia for the following reasons; 1) Putting U.S.
ghistory into one class would not allow teachers to cover the content with
iany depth, 2) Skills like analyzing documents, map reading,
understanding tables and graphs which are taught in social studies are
§skills needed to perform well on standardized tests, 3) Social studies
icompliment other courses, especially Language Arts, 4) Due to diversity
{in our nation and world our high school students need more knowledge
‘of history than ever before. Such monumental changes in course
‘requirements should be left up to the educators and not bureaucrats

A/C éSee Response 1

A/C ;See Response 3




....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘outside the field. Please reconsider these proposed changes and make the
_§r1ght decision and leave these programs as they are.

{As a substitute, I see a broad spectrum of students,in multiple subjects.
iThey,for the most part have little understanding of how our government
iworks, why it might be important and what their role as a citizen might
Elisabeth Staro ‘be. I find this appalling and frightening. The idea of decreasing, not 5
J efferson County Schools gincreasing, their time studying these important topics is irresponsible A/C ‘See Response 1
‘Shepherdstown WV :and detrimental to the future of this State and Country.It is time to raise | 5
: ithe bar not lower it further Make Civics classes available and required in | :
Middle and High School as well as History. A Passing grade should be a
§requ1rement to graduate. '

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iAs a former social studies teacher, [ am appalled at the minimal

irequirements proposed in the social studies area. I am glad to see that

‘Civics would be required but wonder how personal finance got 1nc1uded

§1n this subject area. [ believe adding personal finance is an area of

importance for students but wonder how it was decided to include this as

ipart of a Civics class. I see that a student could substitute Contemporary

gSmdies for U.S. History, meaning we could have a whole generation of \

idecision makers having very little knowledge of our history beyond

‘what they learned in elementary and middle school. And where is World A/C :See Response 1
ngstory‘? I don’t even see it in the list of possible third credit classes. We | 5

2020-
01-21
116:29:2
9

2020- |
01-21  Janet Joseph
20:12:3 Wheeling WV

4 iare ever more entwined with other nations of the world, but our students

‘will be given no knowledge in this area at all? Please reconsider this

ichange and make the Social Studies area more stringent and demanding

‘of our students. Development of critical thinking skills is absolutely

%necessary and can be best developed in this area. I see that a watered-

idown area of Social Studies was proposed by your board in 2017 and \ :

iwas changed after public protest. I hope this will happen again.
{ N \ :See Response 1
2020- gPermafrost is thawing and Australia has nearly burned to the ground. :
%01—21 %Maureen MeCormick Our students need all the Earth science they can get. We must stop AJS In favor Qf Eart.h aI[lhd
21:19:5 ¢ iclimate change. :Space Science in 9
1 gKeep the earth science graduation requirement. ggrade.
T R R e
Jim Nasium Requiring for social studies classes is job security for coaches N



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Trying to condense the teaching of US History into one course does not
gallow enough time to discuss the many topics that help us to understand
thow our country has developed to this time and what things we need to |
iwatch for in the future. Currently many students barely learn anything  A/C ‘See Response 3
gabout the Vietnam War period to the present, and by eliminating this as ‘

ia two course option, they will learn even less. This is a very bad idea,
icreated without adequate input from social studies teachers.

2020
01-21  Debra Basham
21:52:5 Elkview West

SeeResponse 1 |

2020-  Fred Ware

: Yo s . gLeave the Social Studies alone. Please don’t fix it the way vou fixed ;Curriculurn and
0121~ iSocial Studies Teacher ‘science and math. Pick a curriculum and stick with it. A little A/C i
122:28:4 Liberty High School o ' ' mstruction are
N Clarksbura We gconswtency can go a long way. addressed at the

‘county level.

‘Recommend requiring English 11 and 12 without allowing substitution

%2020— gof English electives. Business and Industry have needs for workers that | :
01-21  Joyce Okes thave strong reading and writing skills along with the ability to problem |
: SOy : FONg reacing . g L One Wi ADTLY 1o pro’ A/C iSee Response 10
22:57:4 Parkersburg WV :solve, interpret information, and apply it to various situations. While
5 ithese skills may be taught in some electives, they receive greater :

lemphasis in standard English classes.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{11th grade is the accountability year for high schools where our
gstandardized test scores help to determine how we are rated. The
istudents taking the state-mandated SAT may not have a traditional
‘English class at that time to help them prepare.

gActually, they may not have traditional English classes in 11th or 12th

igrade as they are preparing for college or careers. Students skills may |

‘diminish without practice in common text analysis and writing formats. A/C :See Response 10
{This is during a time many are aiming for scores that could be helpful |

gfor college admissions or scholarship applications.

2020-  Emily Okes

01-21  Teacher

123:54:2 Jackson County Schools
8 %Evans WV

If teachers are pulled from the traditional classes to offer more electives, |
:a domino effect will occur. :

More electives may need to be offered which means more preps for



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iteachers.

iClass sizes in both the electives and traditional classes will have to
gincrease in order to accommodate additional alternatives. Students will
iget less individualized attention.

{A "compromise" is that counties can choose to keep their own
ggraduation requirements. For core classes especially this has the
‘potential to be messy. If a senior transfers schools to a county that
irequires English 11 and 12, they may have to double-up on that core
iclass, restrict their elective options, and potentially have trouble staying
§0n time for graduation. There are not always clear equivalent courses
iavailable. Section 6.4.d puts the responsibility on the State
iSuperintendent for waivers.

§Skills such as reading and analyzing texts, practicing research, writing
iwell-crafted and organized responses, and speaking in public are crucial
ffor any career path. While we certainly value our electives, they may be
gfocused on standards that are less-widely applicable.

gBusiness and industry are in need of people who have strong skills in
icommunication and language. It is imperative that our high schools

: éSee Response 10
;provide a strong background in English for that reason. Changing the 5

:2020- irequirements for traditional English courses so that students only have to | ECurriculum and
§01—21 L Leon Okes §take two years of traditional English will not prepare our students for : A/C §ingtruction are
123:58:2 Parkersburg WV ieither the workplace or higher education. Students in eleventh grade are ‘addressed at the

3 galso required to take standardized tests. Lowering the standards in
iEnglish will cause significant drops in test scores. I strongly oppose
iproposed changes in the high school curriculum requirements for

igraduation because it will have and adverse effect.
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Ecounty level.

L am writing to ask you to consider keeping the required Social Studies
§credits at four. While [ understand the desire for flexibility, I also
‘understand the importance of four years of Social Studies education for

H

H

2020- %g:;giﬂmer gall students. Students need these classes to understand the differences in

0122 | icultures, people and lifestyles. The four social studies classes also acta | gSee Response 3
Monroe County Board of ¢ . S IA/C :

08:43:2 Education imedium (o tie in important current events and events around the world

6 §Ballar IWV ithat will effect the students future. In addition, United States history

‘must be taught in two separate full courses in order to cover the material |
iin a proper manner. If taught in a one year period in a general education
iclass, the material would be condensed to only the highlights. The



...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iteacher and the students would have no time to analyze the material in a
icritical manner.

In closing, [ will offer an alternative solution for flexibility. Perhaps. the
istudents could have a choice of a variety of courses within social studies
‘including the current core areas (World, US 1, US 2 and Civics).
gPerhaps choosing to replace one of the main four with an alternative
icourse such as Geography, Sociology, Psychology or Economics.

I will include a list below of the reasons why [ think cutting the social
:studies requirements would ultimately harm our students.

§S0cial studies supports other subjects. I often times teach writing skills
iand graphing data. Today alone I taught about averages and percentages
{(which many of college prep students still struggle with) when collecting
gclass data. This helps support the math and science department. [ also
itaught students how to write thesis statements as well has how to cite
isources last week. My whole department does this often to support the
English department.

§C0ntemp0rary studies has already been cut as a requirement which
imakes students unprepared for civics their senior vear as they don’t
gknow basic information such as the civil rights movement and major

2020-  i{Karen Moreno ‘amendments and court cases. These foundational pieces to civics. :
§01—22 §Social Studies Teacher gWithout world history, how are students suppose to know about world AJC See Response 1
109:12:5 ‘Washington High School ireligions and basic geography? 1/3 of adults can’t find Iran on a map.
7 \Charles Town WV My brother may be a business owner, but it is important that he knows '

ghow make political voting decisions and be a compassionate person (o
this fellow man by understanding other cultures and backgrounds. We are
isuppose to be teaching the youth tolerance, equality, the beauty of our
idifferences. All things taught in history. Even the electrical lineman, like
' gcousin needs to know about the cultures of ancient times before himself
iand how they were impacted by conquistadors as a Mexican American.
iCollege bound students will be taking world history courses regardless
‘of their majors. Without prior knowledge how successful do you think
gthey will be in those courses?

iStudents will still be put in classes that are not required and they did not
isign up for because scheduling necessities and to fill schedules. Students
‘will be less motivated to learn and therefore more behavior problems

: gwill arise.



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Consideration for the state board and the higher ed commission. Allow

‘students to take either two vears of the same world language or two )
! y guag ‘WV virtual school

icredits in computer science. This would increase the number of students | : i
2020- . I ) L ! - ) i :employs fulltime

: Tim itaking computer science. It is increasingly difficult for high schools to : .

i01-22 o ) : :Spanish teachers to
: {Parent ifind world language teachers, if some of our students took computer N : L
:11:33:1 ¢ . P . . . : :ensure Spanish is

| {Wheeling WV iscience instead it would decrease the number of world language sections | P

i5 : - : : iavailable to all

! ! ineeded. In our county alone, we have been short two full time Spanish :

gteachers all school year. Make the FLEX in Policy 2510 in world ;students.

language not social studies. :

iAs a social studies teacher, I am strongly opposed to the reduction in the | ' '
gamount of social studies credits high school students would need to \

igraduate. The study of history is vital to understanding a societys past

‘mistakes and moving forward without recreating them. By eliminating

ithe required time students need to spend in a social studies classroom

gsetting, it would be impossible to impart all of the knowledge these

istudents need to become educated members of our society.

‘In addition, as a teacher who has taught a Contemporary Studies course,

I can tell you that it is impossible to adequately teach all of American :

thistory in one combined course. Contemporary Studies is a class A/C ‘See Response 3
‘teaching American history from 1900 to the present day. It can be \ 5

%difficult to teach all of that information in a school year, let alone

iinclude an additional two hundred plus years of history to a courses

icurriculum.

2020-  Luke Teel

i01-22  teacher

111:42:5 Kanawha County Schools
6 Elkview WV

In conclusion, eliminating a social studies credit for our high school
istudents would be an extreme disservice to the youth of West Virginia.
‘We want our students to be as competitive as any others in the United
iStates when they graduate from high school, and this proposed course of
gaction is not the way to do that. {

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

T understand that the State Board of Educations proposal, Policy 2510,
‘would allow counties to eliminate the two-course option in Social
§Studies, and would also cut the requirement for a fourth social studies
gcredit. Whatever would inspire such thinking? Young West Virginians
ineed to know more, not less. Young West Virginians are leaving the '
state in droves. They will learn much the hard way when they leave, and |
gone of the things they will learn, if they have the capacity to see and ‘
‘understand it, is how deprived they have been of an honest

2020-
01-22
111:55:1
2

‘Rebecca Kimmons
(Citizen of West Virginia

A/C :See Response 3
:Charleston WV :



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

understanding of world, US and West Virginia history. Do not

icontribute to the further dumbing down of West Virginias citizens. Don
§t611 us that you ¢ aiming for a "world class educational system” and then
iconsider proposals such as this. ;

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

T support the initiative to encourage every WV county to offer a pathway
gfor reentry into public schools after 9th grade so that our state’s public

%2020— ieducation system can best serve the student when needed. Often it is in In favor of pathwa
01-22  M.Cox ithe best interest of the child to be placed back into high school in 10th, | AJS for reentr ime uglic
§11:59:2 §Athens WV 1 lth, or even 12th grade to finish their studies for their diploma. [ gschools y P
7 believe WV should offer the option to come back into school when it is
: : ibest for the student. I believe this policy change would support that

‘objective. ‘
Jamie Lemon
2020~ Teacher :Chart has been
01-22 ¢ : ‘Can you provide additional clarification on the required Social Studies | updated to identify
i ‘Braxton County High i } {A/C ! . :
112:56:2 ‘School ‘courses for high school? .courses required to be
1 §Sutt0n WV goffered

gEnglish: Against proposal - As a parent of a current college student, it A/C :

‘concerns me greatly that he could have chosen a path in high school that | See R 10

‘would have prevented him from writing a term paper. Eng 9 and 10, no ce Response

gterm paper is completed. If he would have chosen Creative writing and '

§Technical as the 2nd two, he would not have the skills he needs to write

ia research paper in college.
%Social Studies: Against proposal - We require students to have foreign N :
§2020— Melissa Kaiser glanguage but not teach them the history of the world. This baffles me. éWorl d Languages are
W01-22 ¢ iTeaching US history in one course? You could make it 3 courses and not : .
{ iTeacher : ' :not required for
13:11:4 . :do it justice. : .
9 Belington WV :graduation
} PE Against extracurricular proposal - A quality PE program is to teach l

istudents in WV the skills they will need to live a lifestyle of wellness, N
inot just play basketball or soccer. As a past high school basketball \
‘player, I can tell you from age 24 to 47 I have not played the sport. I

ghave however used many other wellness skills to maintain my health
tbecause I learned that life is not about one sport, it is about a lifestyle

‘using many skills from many areas - all of which should be evident in a

‘PE classroom.

EThe proposed policy
‘makes no changes to
iphysical education



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§Against extracurricular graded and non-grade: So a coach can give a
igrade? How will this be assessed and by whom? How will the standards
ibe determined across the board? If I come to practice every day I get an
A?

§Arts: For the proposal - just concerned how positions for 4 courses will
ibe filled. How will small schools get that many teachers? 'A/S

gDriver Education: For remaining the same. [ am glad to see that this did
§n0t change

I strongly urge ‘the WV Board of Education to reconsider the proposal to ‘

reduce the number of social studies credits required for high school :

‘eraduation from 4 to 3. The various disciplines within the social studies

gsphere affords students the opportunity to consider not only theirown | 5

ipast and current standing within the inter-connected, global world, but §A/C :See Response 1
iinsight into the beliefs, customs, and history of the worlds people. Soc1al 5

'studies education is a key component in developing a better

gunderstandmg of the self and others and should remain a 4 credit

§requ1rement for hlgh school graduatlon in West Vlrgmla

12020-  Stephen R. Higgins
i01-22  Teacher

113:25:0 Marion County BOE
8 §Barrackville West

§The hlgh school graduatlon requlrement should not be reduced 0 22
gcredlts. To maintain rigor and to prepare globally competent citizens
iwith problem-solving skills, students should have a minimum of 26
icredits to graduate. :
‘For the Seal of Biliteracy, how will proficiency be assessed and who w111
%admlmster and pay for the assessment?

For graduation students should be required to take all four social studies |

12020-  {Alicia Kidd ‘classes - Early US History, Contemporary US History, World Cultures, |

§01—22 §teacher ‘and Civics. Early and Contemporary US History should not be

114:29:4 Bridgeport High School gcombined. There is too much information for one course. World

6 Bridgeport WV iCultures is essential to creating globally competent citizens.

: : :Students should not be permitted to substitute creative writing for :
English 11 or 12. They need the critical reading and writing skills taught
§1n English 11 and 12. !
{CTE courses should not count as a graduation credit in science.

‘A Parenting Skills class is a valuable addition to the curriculum; :
ghowever who will teach the course and what are the required credentials |
ito teach the course? :

N :See Response 7

A/C ‘See Response 1

;See Response 10

;See Response 6
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Requirements for high school should not be less rigorous. We are !
iconstantly hearing about how far behind our WV students are. Less rigor |
gin high school will perpetuate this problem, not help solve it. Students \
igiven more choice will choose less rigor. Students will choose the path
‘of least resistance as most adults also do...doesn meant that is the best
ipath. Students should be ready for life when they graduate whether they
gchoose to go to work or college. A free public education provides
‘opportunities for people to be successful whichever choice they make.

! ! ‘The standards in Policy 2510 seem more geared toward a manual labor ;See Response 1
%2020— %Roberta Sinsel iviewpoint, which many of WVs students will make that choice right 5

§01—22 §Teacher gafter graduation, but many will also decide to go to college after a few | A/C

114:39:3 Bridgeport High School iyears of manual labor, and they should also be prepared for higher

3 Bridgeport WV ieducation even if they enter college later. By cutting required courses in |

‘ icore content areas, that basic knowledge base will also be cut. Electives :See Response 10

gin English and Social Studies will not afford the same basic knowledge
iin core areas that required courses now provide. That basic core
(knowledge is also needed for national and international testing. Our
istudents cannot be expected to perform and compete with students from
iother states and countries when our curriculum is not maintaining
irigorous standards or even ever increasing standards. An educated '
‘population is not just how many people have a high school diploma, but |
gwhat that high school diploma represents. \
320th Century History must be a required subject. The sacrifice of our
iveterans must be taught and never forgotten, as you folks obviously :
‘have. This is also the most important time period for major Supreme

%2020_ %\joseph.monahan @kl12.wv.u éCourt decisions and major rights won. Our nations history should not be
0122 isacrificed on the alter of better graduation rates by dumbing down : 3
e ‘Teacher ‘curriculum to obtain better press/public ralations. Those of us who are | :See Response
:14_43_1 ‘Teach : | btain b /public ral Th f h A/C See R 3
1 "~ Bridgeport High School isuccesstul (in the northern part of the state) should not be punished, or 5
Bridgeport wv thave our kids short changed because parents in the southern part of the
: Bridgep th kids sh hanged b P in th hern p [ th
: istate don care if their kids graduate. Making the state LESS
gEDUCATED is not the answer (o attracting/creating economic growth.
:Find a way to lift them up, not bring us down.
2020-

01-22  Lisa Sullivan
115:07:0 Huntington WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

i{Condensing American history into one year-long class or one semester
iblock class lends itself to teaching content and not skills. Sufficient

‘depth of knowledge about any person, event, or era cannot be achieved
James Towle :

2020 | :with such a large time span to be covered. Qur students need to have a :
: ‘Teacher : . . ) . : :
01-22 ¢ Georee Washineton Hish :«deep understanding of our shared history as Americans in order to AJC See Response 3
116:02:0 §Scho§1 & & :address the problems facing their generation. While students taking AP P
4 icourses are prepared for such a demanding course load and are able to
: iCharleston WV ; ) ) : .
‘complete a comprehensive curriculum, this would limit our standard

level and special needs students’ ability to be successful as they would
‘be required to master two years of material in one year.

; ; See Response 1
2020-  Tina Foster 5

101-22  SpEd Teacher
119:42:0 GCS

%Reduce SS requirements from 4 to 3 but offer a more non traditional

: . . o . : ;These are alread
icourse for those interested like political science, psychology, or N : y

‘course options

0 %Glenville West ésomology. gavailable for schools
: : to offer. :
§2020— iStudents should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their !
%01—23 %michele hine §English 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit AJC éResponse 10
102:09:4 Ranson West iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and
9 §devalues what an llth or 12 grade Enghsh CORE requlrement is. :
§2020— §Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their '
%01—23 %michele hine §Engl1sh 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit AJC éResponse 10
102:12:0 Ranson West iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and
3 ‘devalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is. : :
T believe our students need more and more basic training on writing 3 :See Response 7
gskllls reading comprehension, grammar, basic everyday math skills, and 5
: : ‘understanding of Civics, History, and Government. I am totally against
§2020— §Dale Miller glowering the requirements for graduation. While specialized classes are
01-23 i . . ia valuable idea for advanced students; if they cannot do the basics, then, | JROTC cannot
11:04:1 %ﬁzsonvﬂle High School §they need (o remain in basic classes. [ am completely against allowing replace civics; only a
: ‘Charleston West : ) ) . i . ; : i . )
'8 {ROTC being considered as a Civics credit. They are simply not one in =~ | :personalized credit
‘ ‘ ithe same. And, these comments are coming from a life-long music 5
geducator. Perhaps including current teachers in the process would have N
iproduced a more reasonable proposal.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§2020_ §Michael Janne I believe it is unwise to allow students the options of substituting 2 : :
. y istandard curriculum English classes with English classes. As reading A/C :See Response 10
01-23  {English Teacher i .. ) . . : :
: : :and writing are vital skills for members of the community to master, :



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ischools need to expose students to rigorous instruction in reading and
‘writing of broad depth. Electives focused on specific writing types and
greading genres do not sufficiently prepare student for the variety they
iwill find in adult life.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iStudents need both the 11th and 12th grade English standards. If the

'students take electives that do not follow these standards, they will not

gbe prepared for post-secondary education. The students still need to

‘work on analytical and persuasive writing, in addition to critical thinking A/C
iand researching. They will not get this information in an elective class

‘that will have more focus on Shakespeare or Journalism. Please do not

‘allow and elective to take the place of much needed classes.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{In regard to math programming at the high school, there must be options |
ifor math credit that ensure our students are not only college ready, but
ialso career ready. A large number of our students are leaving high

gschool to enter the workforce or trade school without the appropriate
iskills for these options. Business math, financial math, and math skills
ffor independent living are VITAL. These skills are necessary for career
greadlness and the requirements for Algebra [, I and Geometry are not
isufficient for this preparation. Especially for students with disabilities on
a standard diploma, the requirement for higher level math is diminishing |
itheir preparation in skills that they truly need as they struggle to obtain |
icredits in these higher math courses. Modifications and accommodations
to the standards in these courses may enable students to obtain the credit, |
‘but they do nothing to provide the vital instruction they need in math for |
‘THEIR lives. Please consider students who are preparing to be career \
gready through high school and not just those who are preparing to go o
§college

2020-
101-23
11:52:4

Jefferson High School
§Shenandoah Junction WV

§Dale Leatherman
‘Shepherdstown WV

:Amy Vickers
‘Teacher
Kearneysville WV

§Lisa Cunningham
Director of Special
Education

Jackson County Schools
Ripley WV

§Corinne Scurlock
‘Supervisory Aide/BS
'AFT

§Shady Spring West

iSocial studies classes should not be reduced. Americans are woefully
dignorant of how our government works and how precious democracy is. A/C
{If we don learn about it and protect it, we will lose it. !

éSee Response 10

éIn favor of proposed
‘math offerings

I feel teachers need to keep the same lesson plan as outlined in state ‘

gcode. To adhere strictly to a lesson plan and not let an instructor have
{leeway to think laterally during a lesson or take advantage of an A/C
‘inspirational moment is restricting the possibility of students learning in |

a different capacity.

ESee Response 9
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T would like to see the 9th Grade required course give students an option |
‘between Physical Science and Earth and Space Science. It is frequently
gsaid that students struggle too much in math to take Physical Science,

ibut there are flaws in that reasoning:

{1. Those reading these comments are old enough to have taken Physical
§Science in School. Are wee saying that kids today cannot learn what we
iwere required to learn?

2. How is it fair to allow students to take Algebra [ in the 8th Grade
g(because they are advanced) yet say they are unable to learn how to use

%2020_ %Chery.ll Roberts . a simplq eguatioq like v=d/tord = m/v? .
§01_23 {Chemistry and Physics 3. How is it possable_ to have students take a less challenging course, yet |
§18‘ 55:1 §Teacher iexpect outcomes to improve? N ;See Response 12
‘1 o §Putnam County Schools 4. When ESS was adopted part of the debate was that very few teachers | :
:Culloden WV iin the state actually had the certification to teach that subject. How many |

iteachers teaching that subject today have an actual certification in ESS
g(meaning...have they actually completed the coursework for ESS
icertification)?

§Of the approximately 20 states that require ESS, how many have better
‘outcomes on standardized testing when compared to the states that still
ghave the Physical Science requirement? :
T am not suggesting that we eliminate ESS. T am requesting that students |
ibe allowed an opportunity to take Physical Science in place of ESS for
itheir 9th Grade science requirement.

Julianna Santos

8(1)_220?; %Teacher As a social studies teacher, [ see on a daily basis how important it is to s
19:17-5 Logan County Board of ‘teach my students about US and World History. Please do NOT lower  {A/C §See Response 1
"7 {Education ithe social studies credits that are required to graduate. : :
Logan WV :

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

;While we require

Y iWould like to see if Coding/ Programming could be considered a foreign | -computer science
i2020-  David Warvel : . ) . : : ;

' ' . language. There are numerous jobs that involve programing and coding | icourses to be offered,
01-23  iSecondary Director : . . . s

; i iand many of our schools have moved to be pervasive with STEM in all N iwe cannot guarantee
120:26:4 Fayette County BOE i . . . : :

" §Fayetteville WV :grade levels. This would be a natural fit to consider a change of thought : iall colleges and :
:to what foreign language is today. ‘universities across the |

‘country will accept



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ithese courses as a ‘
‘world language credit.

I agree with the different options for the third and fourth years of study
iin math. T would like to see all students take a financial math class that

12020- §Teresa Atkinson ‘deals with math in the real world, as in income tax, health costs, § :

%01 23 Teacher—Spec:1al Education gbankmg, interest, loans, credit, financial planning and purchasing power. | A/S In favor of proposed
21:26:3 Mason County Schools il am glad to see this as a math option but this is one area that everyone | math offerings

1 sPomt Pleasant WV thas to deal with every day in the real world. Some students can handle :

gAlgebra II and Trigonometry but have no idea about real life math.

I also see the need to keep the 4 credit requirement in Social Studies.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘As a parent, grandparent, Ph.d in Developmental Psychology and retired |

‘Associate Professor of Psychology at the University of Charleston, and |
: : gformer Jackson County Board of Education member, I am opposed to
2020- | . idropping a social studies unit. Having read that there has been

%01—23 EZ%?E (S}(é)g(zll\l;in gwidespread opposition to dropping the unit and that Superintendent AJC See Response 1
§22:38:5 R1 leyWest ‘Paine has indicated that he will not recommend that action, [ doubt that P
9 piey ican add to the discussion. However, I wanted to add at least one more |
: : ivoice of support to the notion that our students need more not less of
iwhat is offered in the social studies curriculum. All of my training and
gexperience supports this notion. [ am pleases that so many others agree.
I think they should keep the social studies requirement at four. It is very
' ' important for our students to have a good understanding of history . The |
2020- | iCivics class they added many years ago is very good as part of the somal :
01-24 M Jarrell ‘studies group. The history classes have a lot material to cover so !
: A : A/C :See Response 1
106:23:4 Artie W V idecreasing them would be an injustice to our students. They still have
7 ienough flexibility in their schedules to add courses that fit their plan.
s s Don’t decrease our education , it is not to the students’ advantage to do
: gthat. :
§2020 J ames Cork I highly encourage the state board not to adopt the proposed 3 credit '
014 ‘Social Studies Department requirement for high school social studies. Currently I teacher AP

08:49-4 ‘Chair §Un1ted States history, which delivers US history in a comprehensive A/C éSee Response 1
‘o Tucker County High School ‘format to college level students. I also teach US studies (early American :

§Parsons \YAY :hlstory) and Contemporary studies (modern American history). This



icourse load gives me firsthand experience teaching both a
icomprehensive format and split format of American history, which is
gclearly a large portion of this policy proposal. It has been my experience
ithat is extremely difficult to fit the level of comprehension required for
{AP US History into a comprehensive class for college bound students
‘who have already established a high level of previous academic
gachievement. However, these students are agreeing to AP level criteria
iand rigor, and are intentionally trying to achieve learning above and
‘beyond the general high school curriculum. This naturally acts to
‘motivate these students to work hard to find success in a class that
gmoves at a very rapid and in depth pace. However, requiring students
iwho are on or below the level of the general curriculum to cover the
ientirety of American history in a single course would present immense
ichallenges. Many of these students would struggle to succeed with so
gmuch information thrown at them in such a short amount of time. In
‘order to develop a deep understanding of complex historical and
‘political matters, the teacher would be forced to either water down the
icontent from what they are currently able to do in a split course format,
ior cut out sections in order to allow them to cover all of what they
icurrently cover. In today’s turbulent world, on both sides of the political
iaisle, a watered down version of American history, or a version that is
gshortened and not comprehensive would be a detriment to our society.
:Such a weakened curriculum only serves to hinder West Virginians
ffuture ability to be an informed populace able to carry on the values of
‘our democracy. That is why I urge the state board to reject this proposed
glowering of the level of standards, expectations, and rigor that is
icurrently expected of West Virginia’s students.

I fully endorse the FLEX schedule since in a STEM world, students
ishould not be required to take four social studies classes and only three
gscience courses. Why not iree up a course for those students who are
iplanning to be STEM majors in college. Are we really telling students

A/S ‘See Response 1

2020-

0124 ‘Deb Hemler ithat social studies is more important than science? This flexibility would
‘Fairmont State University :better prepare them for college.
110:16:1 .

‘Fairmont WV :

=)

In addition, I would recommend that students be required to take either
iphysical science or chemistry in the eleventh grade. This would provide
ia well-rounded background in ALL science disciplines before leaving




thigh school. The progression of Earth and space, biology and physical
iscience is grounded in good pedagogy and students are math ready by
gtheir Junior year for the rigors of physical science. Thank you for
irecognizing the importance of placing Earth & space science as a
irequired high school course. I think requiring a physical science for
ggraduation to quiet the comments about students avoiding the subject.

éSee Response 6

In favor of Earth and
:Space Science in gth
‘grade.

iRequired credits for high school Social Studies students should remain
%at 4. We should not be lowering our standards for WV students. We
Heather Del.uca-Nestor ishould possibly take a look at the content that is taught and focus more
Teacher ion civics and government and incorporate real-world application into the
Monongalia County Board icourse requirements such as how to balance a checkbook-online
of Education gbanking, standard rates, how interest rates are determined for credit
Morgantown WV icards, tax credits, how to fill out applications. Things that are regulated
by our government that will directly affect our students in the next
icouple of years.

2020-
01-24
110:20:2

A/C ;See Response 1

N

' I support the FLEX credit for students. Social Studies should not be
01-24  John Kerns : ;
! ! irequired of all students for 4 years. Allow students to take the classes
:10:31:0 Glen Dale WV : . . iy . . .
! ! ineeded to succeed in their future by not requiring 4 social studies credits.

§SOCial Studies should not require 4 credits for graduation. Let students
gtake what they need for college instead of forcing them into Social
iStudies.

0124 Donna Kerns
Moundsville WV
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01-24  Teacher L .

| | . I endorse the idea - its nice for students to have choice A/S :See Response 1
:10:33:4 Davis West P
_—

2020- | ; ‘ ‘

01-24  Robert Barricelli il endorse flexible scheduling which would allow students to choose AJS See Response 1
110:35:5 Morgantown WV iscience or social studies classes based on their interested career interests. | P

1 ; : ; :

' Jessica Butcher o . . o

12020- Robotics Tnstuctor FLEX scheduling is more reasonable. Why should social studies receive |

01-24 ¢ :more emphasis in high school than science? Shouldn’t future STEM

James Rumsey Technical
7 " Institute
: Martinsburg WV

gAs the West Virginia Department of Education prepares to alter Policy
2510 I would like to weigh in on a proposed change.

‘majors be given the opportunity to count an additional science course for |
igraduation? :

gThe new policy, if adopted, could require certain students, most likely
gthe lowest achieving math students, to take two math credits their
ifreshman year. This could potentially lead these same students to taking

5 math classes during their high school career. My question is simple, Math 1 and Math 1

Lab or Algebra 1 and

2 -

gwhy_ iAlgebra 1 Support :
: gBefore we tackle this, I feel some background is in order. I have taught ;contaln (he exact same;
! Jason Evans : . iset of standards and
2020- . istudents math in all grades from 7th through 12th and have taught post- :
‘Teacher, Department Chair . iwere created to be
01-24 Parkersbure South Hieh :secondary math courses as well. [ have been teaching math for 15 years | taueht concurrentl
10:56:1 | & & :and I'm currently the Math Department Chair at Parkersburg South High | aug ok
: iSchool : ‘The proposed policy

7 §Parkersbur WV §Sch001. Ive taught Applied Math classes (when those were still offered) |
& gand I've taught AP Calculus classes and nearly everything in between. I |
: ifeel my experience is worthy of a comment.

‘allows counties to
‘determine if students
are required to have
émath every vear of

gSome background on the issue at hand. I do not remember the specifics, L
: :high school.

ibut at some point in my teaching career West Virginia required 3 math
icredits to graduate. I believe, in a push toward getting students into
gcollege, the state upped the requirement to 4 math credits. I see no :
‘problem in doing this for our college bound students, but I, and many of |
‘my colleagues, questioned doing this for all students. Apparently, the \
§powers to be in West Virginia must have agreed, because soon after the



ichange to 4 math credits to graduate, a new math class (College
‘Transition Math for Seniors or some variation of this name) was created,
gor maybe more appropriately, melded together from other, existing math
icourses. Why the need for a new math class? It would appear (and is
iproven out in the classrooms of high schools across West Virginia) that
‘many students cannot master an original, fourth math. Transition Math
gfor Seniors was originally billed to us, the teachers, as a course (o
‘prepare the lowest achieving college bound students for college math.
§This sounded reasonable enough, in theory, however, in practice, this
iclass is used simply as a dumping ground for students in need of a fourth
gmath credit. Earlier, I stated it was a class melded from other courses.
{The content standards for Transition Math are taken directly from
{Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II content standards, meaning there is
ino new or original content taught in this course. I believe it is even more
gtelling that the NCAA Clearinghouse does not recognize Transition
Math for Seniors as a legitimate course for NCAA eligibility purposes.

Now, to the point of my comment on the proposed Policy 2510. We are
itaking the students who struggle the most with math and we’re asking,
ino requiring, them to take more math than other students and it is math
ithat is often the least attainable subject for them. With all due respect,
gthis makes no sense.

éPlaying by the rules set forth by the proposed Policy 2510, let a weaker
gandlor low achieving math student model the courses they would face on
itheir path to graduate:

gFreShman Year - Algebra I Support
‘Algebra I

§S0ph0more Year — Geomelry
Junior Year — Algebra 1T

Senior Year — Financial Algebra

§This gets our student to 3 math credits through 2 years of high school;
§well on track to graduate. However, if we account for 9.1.c.4 of the
iproposed Policy 2510 and what I believe to be best practice, our student
‘should take a math class each of the next two years. Why is this best
%practice? Because math is not the proverbial riding of a bike. If a student
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idoes not experience and work with math on a regular basis they do not
keep the fluency or even understanding needed to be successful when
gthey take on a math course their first year of post-secondary work or in
itaking of many of the tests jobs require for employment. In fact, I've
thelped numerous students work on the math needed to be successful for
gthe ASVAB.

In my opinion, it is in the last two years where the dilemma will begin to
ishow itself if we require Algebra I as a corequisite with Algebra [
‘Support. In our student’s junior year, they will be faced with the rigor of
ian Algebra II course; a course they are most likely not suited for. And to |
:what end? If our student is not college bound, then I’'m curious as to why |
ithey need to learn about quadratics and their properties. Or why they :
ghave to know how to find the zeroes of a polynomial function.

gMany of our poorest math students are already struggling to get to this
ipoint in their junior year. Their Algebra I and Geometry courses,

icoupled with their apathy or even distaste of math leads them to limp
galong these prescribed courses. [ do not question the prescription of :
ithese courses as I do believe many of our students will benefit from time |
‘and the maturity it brings. These students need some foundation to build |
gfrom if they do decide to pursue college later in life; but, to force these 3
isame students to endure more high level math is ludicrous.

I do believe in the adage of a challenge cannot be presented without a
gcorresponding solution. As such, [ have a solution to offer. Instead of
requiring Algebra I Support as a corequisite with Algebra I, offer
{Algebra [ Support, as a stand alone credit, to the lowest achieving
istudents. I'11 even concede that we should be choosy about who is
goffered Algebra [ Support. Much of mathematics is about placement.
{This is true in college mathematics and it only holds that it should be
itrue in high school mathematics. A student’s math ability does not
‘magically change. 8th graders, who are not currently in Algebra I, can
gtake a placement test toward the end of their 8th grade year to best
idetermine their fit in the math curriculum. This placement test will
iidentify those students most in need of Algebra I Support and they can
gbe scheduled accordingly.



R R R P R A 8 8 A 8 A 8 0

{In my proposed model our student from before would now take the
following:

gFreshman Year - Algebra I Support

:Sophomore Year - Algebra I

Junior Year - Geometry

§Senior Year - Financial Algebra or Transitional Math or Algebra II

I've included Algebra II in this model in the senior year because it is
‘possible our student has done some growing and self-reflection and has
‘decided a four year college is for them. If that’s the case they could beef
iup their math resume by taking the more rigorous Algebra [l in
ipreparation for college.

gMuch of the proposed 2510 is being called into question because of a
‘backing off on requirements, but in terms of math, there was a
istrengthening of requirements. Why this fundamental change in the
istate’s philosophy? Why do we continue to ask more of our students
gthan they are capable of? In my opinion, the learning of math can be
icompared to the dunking of a basketball. I believe we all agree some
ipeople are capable of dunking a basketball and some are not. Now, can
gwe improve skills related to dunking? Sure, improving one’s vertical
leap, coordination drills to more efficiently jump, etc. But no amount of
idrills will change the final outcome. The same is true with math. There
‘are some math concepts at the high school level that are so advanced that
gsome students cannot fully grasp them. This does not make these
istudents any lesser a student or person, but they can’t fully grasp the
{ideas needed. Now, can we improve math skills that may lead to success
§in other areas? Absolutely, basic skills are essential across the board.
%Financial literacy is another component that is currently lacking, but
‘within the wheelhouse of virtually every student.

{In conclusion, I ask that you reconsider the decision to make Algebrala
gcorequisite with Algebra [ Support and instead let Algebra [ Support be
§a stand alone math credit. A good, solid curriculum with a focus on
ibasics is what a select group of our student population needs. Not higher
imath.
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2020-  :Suzanne McDonald
01-24  Mrs

110:58:5 Parent

5 Morgantown WV

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12020-  Jessica Russler
01-24  iScience Teacher

I support FLEX. My son should be able to choose more science and less :
history senior year if he will be seeking a career in science. Those A/S ;See Response 1
istudents seeking a career in history could choose a 4th year of history. :

§11: 00:0 %Washington High School I support the plan to allow students to take a fourth science. A/S See Response 1
5 ‘Charles Town WV
\ %Elizabeth Strong I support the flex scheduling for high school science. Students should be
Program Coordinator :given the option to choose a fourth science course in high school given AJS See Resnonse 1
§SMART—Center §the need for preparation for STEM careers and the need for a P

_§Wheeling WV :scientifically literate public.

{Earth and Space science is an appropriate science course for 9th grade. It |
iis much more relevant to students and is a better connection to the other

isciences including environmental science. Physical Science would be a In favor of Earth and
‘better 3rd option with chemistry and physics. In my experience, students {A/S :Space Science in 9™
iare not developmentally ready for physics and chemistry in 9th grade ‘orade.

‘due to its more abstract nature. I teach students in grades 7-12 and my §

gsmdents are better prepared and have more meaningful connections with |
ithe content when Earth and Space Science is the 9th grade option. ESS
:also includes topics relevant to physical science and introduces them in a |

%2020— %Megan Bennett gcontext that reaches students better than physical science would. [ have
101-24  Teacher ino doubt in my mind that Earth and Space Science is an integral part of
111:20:5 Paw Paw High School ithe high school science curriculum. As a past student who took ESS is
3 §Paw Paw WV ithe 9th grade and went on the take physics and AP Chemistry and AP
' §Biology and graduated with a BS in Biochemistry, I felt that ESS made

iscience more relevant and prepared me for real world problems that
‘were used as applications in the later science courses.

iAdditionally, [ agree with the idea of the FLEX credit as it allows the 5

ifourth science credit to be counted towards graduation instead of an A/S :See Response 1
ielective, but would prefer that both social studies and science are ‘ 5

‘required to have 4 credits to graduate. One should not have more

gemphasis than the other.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

booo. | {Endorse the FLEX scheduling.... We want students to be able to choose See Response 1
: 01 24; ‘Sherri McManaway gscience as their final required credit in high school. Why should social  A/S P
) istudies receive more emphasis in high school than science? Shouldn’t




.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

future STEM majors be given the opportunity to count an additional
iscience course for graduation?

T support Earth & Space Sciences in 9th grade. I believe that teaching
gsmdents about issues and concepts in ESS help make the other sciences
{like Chemistry and Physics less abstract, assuming ESS teachers make
ithe connection in their courses. If Chemistry teachers feel that students
gare not prepared for Chemistry then there should be dedicated
iinstructional support time to help ESS teachers incorporate more
ichemistry into the ESS course. Its there! They may need more PD to
‘make it happen. Students can look at their window and ESS science all
garound them -- this is a valuable science that has important societal
iramifications, particularly related to climate change! We need it taught
ito ALL STUDENTS and the best way to make that happen is to keep it
gin Oth grade.

AR R L R LR AR L AR LR R A AR LR AR LR AR L R LR R L R L R L AR L AR LR R AR LR A AR LA AR LA AR AR AL AR A AR AR AR n s ]

gWhile I believe and love science, and do feel the need for 4 years of
iscience (not just 4 courses) I believe that our students do NOT know
ienough history---and our country needs a populace who know their
ghistory to prevent actions that appear to be taking place again. History is
ia MUST for all students!!!! Those students interested in science do ; : :
isomehow manage to take 4 sciences.

‘Angela McDaniel :
%teacher

‘PHILIPPI MIDDLE
'SCHOOL

Philippi WV

2020-
101-24
11:42:3

2020-
gna4
§11:53:1

%Tina Cartwright
Professor

‘Marshall University
§Huntingt0n West

§Sonya Picklesimer
§Science teacher
%mingo central high
‘delbarton wv

‘Marianne Beckett
‘Shepherdstown WV

§Kathy Jacquez

{C7I coordinator
‘Marion County Schools
§Barrackville West

I support FLEX scheduling as a parent and educator! Give these students

H
H
s
N
H
5
H
H
N
H
5
H
H
s

: A/S
ichoice!!! !
gThe high school graduation requirements should include more Social
iStudies,not less. At this time when our country is so divided, students

ineed to know how gov .is suppose to work. They need civics. They need |

: A/C
ito know & care how our gov works & know & understand our

iConstitution. Their future, our countrys future (& present} depends on
ithem mamtamg/restormg our democracy

§Why is social studies more 1mp0rtant than science? Look at the social
istudies curriculum--three of the four required classes require students to
gstudy United State History and Government. Science classes are STEM
iclasses and yet only three are required for graduation. STEM areas are
ithe future of this state, but this policy puts much more emphasis on
gsmdying the past.

§In favor of Earth and
:Space Science in 9™
‘grade.

;See Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1

éSee Response 1
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:01-24  iShannon Owen ‘Students should have the flexibility to choose science OR social studies |

i : . A/S :See Response 1
:12:26:4  Parkersburg WV s a graduation requirement.

5 ; : ;

! ! i would like to submit my comment in support of FLEX scheduling

i2020-  Tina J Cartwright iwhich will allow high school seniors to count science courses towards

i01-24  iProfessor ‘their graduation requirements. High school students interested in STEM

i i ) ) i ] ) . :See Response 1
:12:43:1 Marshall University need the opportunity to take as much science courses that they can in ;

0 {Huntington West thigh school which increases their likelihood of being more successful in |

' ' {STEM majors in college. WV needs more STEM graduates!

2020- J ennie Boone I am currently teaching Biology, and can see first-hand the need for :

:01-24  Teacher sstudents to have the opportunity to choose a 4th science to count toward |

112:51:5 Washington High School  igraduation, especially if they intend to further their education/interest in
‘ (Charles Town WV 'STEM.

‘There have been a lot of controversy surrounding the flex credit option. |
:Many uneducated and not forward thinking individuals are referring to |
ithis proposal as " dummying down". The state has seemingly backed off

‘of the idea of Flex credit due to the publics misinformed outcry. All T \

ihave heard during my career as an educator is to give more student

ichoice and varying college and career options. [ have also heard about

istudent engagement and relevancy to their chosen interests and abilities.

EHaving heard nothing but these topics I have to pose the question as to

:why when progress is made there is a backlash? Providing a Flex credit, |

:a choice, to a student can only be a productive thing for that student and |

ithat students future. Why is being forced to take a social studies course | :

iseen as a favorable option to a student taking an upper level, more A/ S ‘See Response 1
irelevant course in science. We also tout the word STEM, STEAM, etc, : 5

iyet we are not allowing a student to choose to take science courses

iwhich will benefit them in the STEM related fields? Is social studies :

greally more important than science as a cut and dry matter of fact, across |

ithe board requirement? Try explaining this to a student who wants to be

ian engineer,a nurse, a biochemist, a brain surgeon, an astronaut, who

‘could benefit from the extra science course. Creating a Flex credit

gabsolutely does not take away from the educational experience. It only

iallow the student choice and control over what is in their best interest

iaccording to their strengths and future plans. Perhaps this should be

gproposed to the public in a different manner. [ cannot understand why

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

12020-  Rhonda Wood
01-24  Teacher
112:55:4 Cabell Schools
2 §Huntingt0n WV
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ithe public is in an uproar over choice, unless it is out of misinformation.
iThe flex credit is an excellent idea and is what our students need tobe ! _
isuccesstul in a 21st century global economy.

2020-
01-24

H
5
H
3
N
H
5
H
H
s

Jenny L. Santilli
‘Teacher

113:55:3 §Harrison County Schools
Bridgeport WV

1 22 credits are not enough for our children to be competitive after HS. |
:Companies want globally competent citizens who can solve problems, N
‘think critically and be creative; lowering standards will not give our §
gstudents what employers want nor will it prepare them for the future.

2. Minimum graduation credits should be 26 if we want our children to
‘further their studies, enter the workforce or join the military.

3 Students should take the following credits: 4 each of science, math,
§social studies, English and PEP (major) classes, 1 each of PE, fine arts, |
thealth, and parenting and 2 flex. N
4. Math I, IT, IIT, and IV should be eliminated.
5 . Early and Contemporary US History should NOT be combined, too |
‘much information has to be covered in these individual classes asitis  A/C
now. :
6. World Cultures should be required to foster global competence in our
‘children. A/C
{7. Early US History, Contemporary US History, World Cultures and ;
iCivics/Gov should all be required.

8. English 11 and 12 should be required as they vertically align with :
gEnghsh 9 and 10 to prepare students for the future. Again, students will N
llack the necessary skills/knowlege for their futures in the areas of crltlcal
ireading, writing and cultural literacy.

9. Creative writing is NOT a substitute for the knowledge and skills

itaught in English 11 or 12. However, technical writing could be

isubstituted for English 12.

i10. Who will teach the Parenting Skills class? Many schools don have a N
gFamlly/C0nsumer Science program now. This is another unfunded ‘
‘mandate.

i11. Minutes of instruction: Who determines how many minutes of

‘mastery are needed if less than 81002 How will it be determined? Is

gthere research to support lowering minutes for some classes? Who will
‘administer the assessment? Who will pay for the assessment?

§12. PE credits should not be determined by coaches (sports, dance, etc)

as there is no standard for how minutes students play or practice.

§13. The offerings for art courses are not clearly defined.

R

éMath pathways are a
Hocal level decision

éSee Response 7
éSee Response 10

‘A course that teaches
éparentmg skills has
:always been available |
‘through CTE. '

Policy 2510 states that ;
the principal and a |
iteam of teachers will
‘determine the
éadequate amount of
{time needed to master :
the standards fora |
égiven course.

Utilizing
‘interscholastic and
éextracurricular
tactivities for P.E.
‘credit are local level
‘decisions



élocal level decision

il endorse the FLEX scheduling.... We want students to be able to

12020-  iAngela A McKeen : . o . . _

i . ichoose science as their final required credit in high school. Why should !

i01-24  iScience Teacher N . . . . !

! ! . isocial studies receive more emphasis in high school than science? A/S :See Response 1
14:19:5 iNoue Dame High School ‘Shouldn’t future STEM majors be given the opportunity to count an

5 REYNOLDSVILLE WV 7770 ) J & PP Y

: : iadditional science course for graduation?

iFleX scheduling is an ideal option for students who desire to pursue
icareers in science or have an greater interest in science. Since numerous
icareer options desire STEM skills, students can opt to take more science
gclasses, and forbear additional history classes. A flex schedule is ideal
ifor the senior student since students can select courses that better reflect

2020- gthelr desires for education.

01-24
14:39:4

Christina Sterck

Teacher
Belington Middle School
Belington wv

§As well, many students in West Virginia, specifically rural areas lack the
idesire to attend college and, incidentally, the skills to be successful in
thigher education. For these students, Earth and Space science is a more
‘appropriate fit for their needs. Content in both earth and space science is
gapplicable to their every day lives. Careers in fields such as carpentry.
iconstruction, masonry, and mining utilize the earth and space science
icontent and students can immediately put this knowledge to use in their
‘homes and community.

A/S éSee Response 1

&1

iFlex scheduling is an ideal option for students who desire to pursue
icareers in science or have an greater interest in science. Since numerous
12020-  Christina Sterck icareer options desire STEM skills, students can opt to take more science
'01-24  Teacher iclasses, and forbear additional history classes. A flex schedule is ideal

14:39:4 A/S ;See Response 1

Belington Middle School gfor the senior student since students can select courses that better reflect
Belington wv itheir desires for education.

[ 9]

gAs well, many students in West Virginia, specifically rural areas lack the ;
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%01—24 §Mary Carpenter
114:50:2 WV

...................................................................................

2020-
01-24  Mike monroe
114:51:3 (Wv

idesire to attend college and, incidentally, the skills to be successful in
‘higher education. For these students, Earth and Space science is a more
gappropriate fit for their needs. Content in both earth and space science is
:applicable to their every day lives. Careers in fields such as carpentry. |
iconstruction, masonry, and mining utilize the earth and space science
icontent and students can immediately put this knowledge to use in their
‘homes and community.

I heard that Dr Paine said WVDE would continue to require 4 social :
istudies classes. Why even bother putting the policy out for comment.
‘What a joke!
§N0 wonder we have no faith in the department of education.
You should have kept the flex credit.

gYes to the flex credit.
‘Yes to earth science.

H
N
H
5
H
H
s
N
H
5
H
H
N
H

;See Response 1

‘The purpose of a

‘comment period is to |
allow all stakeholders
ito have a voice in :
épolicy decisions.

§In favor of Earth and
:Space Science in 9™
‘grade.

2020- § :
:See Response 1

01-24  Logan Scott
14:56:4 WV

2020-
01-24

§14:59:1 §Isabelle Blaine

01-24  BERT MARTIN

15:03:0 WV

The flex credit will make it easier to schedule S.T.E.M. classes.

Yes my grandchildren need to learn earth science.
Yes for flex credit too.
§N0 to charter schools.
No to Betsy Devos.

YES FLEX CREDIT AND YES EARTH SCIENCE
:YES ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE TOO!!

H
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H
5
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:In favor of Earth and
:Space Science in 9™
égrade.

éSee Response 1

;See Response 4
;See Response 1 ‘
EIn favor of Earth and

:Space Science in 9™
‘grade.
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2020- :In favor of Earth and

§01—24 §Gene Stebly I am writing to you today to support Earth science classes required in ASS ;Space Science in 9™
115:16:5 San Diego CA thigh school. .grade.

! {It’s bad enough what your coal companies are doing to this planet with
01-24  Roy Beven gclimate change. now you want to stop teaching your students about earth See Response 6
115:20:4 Bellingham WA iseience so they won’t understand the damage that’s been done! Shame P
5 : ‘on you

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘The proposed change in Section 126.42.6, 6.1 High School

Programming includes a reduction of social studies credits from 4 to 3,
gwith two prescribed credits of US History Comprehensive® and Civics
iand one personalized credit amongst an array of social studies course
ioptions. While choice and personalization might be appealing,

‘geography and world history cannot be optional. In 2014, only twenty
gseven percent of eighth graders performed at or above the Proficient
flevel in geography according to the National Center for Educational !
‘Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress. As a goal of the |
gstate to prepare students to be global citizens, it is imperative that world
‘thistory not be a recommended option and be a required one. In addition, |
:as a former secondary social studies educator with 5 years of experience |
iteaching US History until 1865, T understand the realities of teaching the :
isome significant historical events are not covered in depth due to lack of A/C ;See Response 3
‘time. The condensed timeframe to teach US History in one year would | '

‘mean that students could potentially learn less about US History. In

32014, only eighteen percent of eighth graders performed at or above the

{Proficient level in US History according to the National Center for

{Educational Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress.

‘Having a robust social studies program in schools is critical to our :

gdemocracy. Please consider what research implies regarding importance |

‘of social studies and voices of concern from various stakeholders vested |

iin social studies education in the state. :

§2020 Tiffany Mitchell Patterson
~ iAssistant Professor of : . : :

01-24 . : icontent. To do teach US history you need time and even with two years
: iSecondary Social Studies
115:30:0 ¢ L ) .

{ ‘West Virginia University
‘Morgantown West

§U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National

iCenter for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational
‘Progress (NAEP), various years, 1994-2014
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T am appalled that climate change deniers are trying to remove the earth
iscience class requirement. They must be stopped.

2020-
01-24
:15:44:5

2020-
01-24

‘Robert Ruder
Indianapolis IN

Martha Kinney
§Mrs.
%Dahlinega Ga

‘ Till Balser ' ‘ :
‘Teacher

§Lewis Count High School
‘Weston WV

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Relaxing mathematics requirements to allow for student flexibility in the
:3rd and 4th years will lead to better outcomes for students in a career :
:pathway that does not require Algebra II. Consideration should be given, |

%Richard Duncan
‘Superintendent

§Roane County Board of
Education

Reedy WV

%Holly A Cloonan
‘Charleston WV

%"CTE" which contain significant application of the sciences for credit as |

gThere have been MANY scientists that have proved that climate change N
is real. We must teach our children about it. They deserve to learn the |
ifacts, stop hiding this information from them. Don’t let the deniers take

ithe the earth science class away.

gClimate change is a reality. The high school course requirements allow |
istudents to investigate and understand the matter. Keep the change- do  A/S
ot remove the earth class requirement. :

: . . . A/S
thowever, to the large variety of alternatives given when most schools do |
inot have sufficient students or staff to offer all options. !
‘Consideration should be given to determining other courses labeled as AJS

a "Science" course.

gConsideration should be given to relaxing the requirement that four

isequential courses be offered in choir, instrumental music, visual art, !
‘dance, and theater. Students in smaller schools may benefit more froma |
§progressing exposure to varied performing arts rather than what becomes
ipractical in the current setup -
ithrough four that may or may not vary with student experience.

"co-scheduled"” courses of levels two

§Emphasis should be placed on the opportunities for integration of
icomputer science concepts in existing mathematics and science courses.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{Im a retired member of the WVU medical school faculty in Charleston. §
Im deeply opposed to the proposal to allow counties to eliminate the A/C
itwo-course option which diminishes social studies standards for high

ESee Response 6

éSee Response 6

EThiS language was
added to the policy

‘There is a process in
‘place for this to
;happen through
iCareer and Technical
‘Education

Policy 2520.14 :
requires technical and |
‘computer science :
'standards to be
\integrated into
‘courses.
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115:58:2 | ischool students. Im also opposed to cutting the requirement for a 4th
3 isocial studies credit. Our WV students need all the preparation they can
3 3 gget through the school system to prepare them to compete with students
ifrom across the country in college admissions and to prepare them tobe | : :
iresponsible US citizens.

5
H
H

§126-42-7 School Responsibilities

‘Removing world history as a required credit within the curriculum is

icounterproductive to at least one phase of our educational purpose. We

iare supposed to be preparing our students for the 21st century and

‘instilling a sense of understanding of the global community. Simply ! :

gembedding it in another course will not provide enough information. A/C ;See Response 1
§Additi0nally, we cannot understand ourselves as a nation without : :

2019-  Christopher O'Dell
112-16  {Assistant Principal
107:34:1 Mason County Schools

7 §P01nt Pleasant WV gunderstanding how the rest of the world has impacted every element of
iour creation as a nation and the relationships that exist presently with
iother nations of the world.
\ \ An important piece of information was left out of the proposed policy. \ : ‘
{This information legitimizes ODTP and makes a smooth transition for
igraduation for students leaving an ODTP School. Language concerning
! T T igraduating students from an ODTP School has been in several revisions |
019- i hn wmer ‘of Policy 2510 over the years. The current policy contains the following !
: School Counselor : . . . N : . :
12-16 Kenneth Honev Rubenstein Janguage (5.4.1.3) and it should be included in the proposed policy. "An | A/C Correction was made. |
110:46:1 | y ‘ODTP School operated by the WVDE will transfer graduation credits to T
! iCenter School : . . . . '
‘8 : :a county high school district for the awarding of the high school
! DAVIS WV i _
N idiploma. County school systems are required to accept the transferred

gcredits.” Without this strong statement, we will go back to trying to
iwrangle with counties to get ODTP students a diploma and hamper the
iability to provide a smooth transition to their next phase of life.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2019-  Mitch Nida

§12—18 §Principa1 I really like the flexibility in social studies and math. [ am so thankful to AJS
108:52:3 Berkeley Springs isee the addition of financial algebra and prob and stats back.
gl \AY

20200 MHouck
S iWe have a responsibility to support efforts to individualize coursework |
:01-02  ‘Principal

11:35:3 Raleigh County Schools gfornstuder.lt 1nFerest§,_apt1tudes, and post secondary plans. The approach A/S
{ { :of "one size [its all” is outdated and does not match student needs.
'8 :Beckley WV :
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Matt Kelly

§Social Studies Teacher/ : !
%Department Head §N0 Comment. N
‘Morgantown High School ;
Morgantown WV

ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (W VBOE) has decided ‘
§t0 try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits

needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the |

‘WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do :

iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred

gthroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the :

‘state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, |

:and writing skills along with various other learning strategics. Why does |

ithe WVBOE and WYV State Government continue to say that we a §

istriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set

2020- {forth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should ' :

§01—06 J acob Yocum gcontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum AJC See Response 3
107:18:4 Glenville WV :as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary

4 ! iStudies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such :

ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
‘Civics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
%curriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
ioutside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a '
iparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
gand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \
iwere social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

LT P

gMore 1 on 1 attention. Aides in first and second grade classrooms. Cut
‘board office jobs like data coach and put them in the classrooms.

Smaller classroom sizes. : :
2020- | s |
01-06 usan ‘These are changes that
§08' 36:3 iteacher {Fall Hamilton Elemntary: has a great practice for trauma. Weneedto N ‘would require ‘
8 7 huntington wv icopy some of their ideas. One idea check in system so kids are held legislation action.

: iaccountable. Also for specialize rotation they add leadership in which :

gthey focus on Leadership in me book. Be that kid quote on wall and
‘other positive quotes on wall at school.
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iPrograms for afterschool offer to all kids including a bus to take them
thome. : : :
:‘Make school a 4 day week extend the day to 5.

2020- (Chris White | |
'01-10  Teacher

07:28:1 Uefferson High School ~Pecome [l N _
6 ‘Shenandoah Junction WV

J ennifer Reaves

2020-  Technology Integration
01-14  Specialist

%13:04:5 §M0n0ngalia County

8 ‘Schools

§Morgantown WV

§Renee Mahon

‘School Counselor
‘Taylor County Middle
§Sch001

§Graft0n WV

J ack Lambert Jr. :
! §Owner éTeaChing history, math, reading, currsive writing, geography.? A/ S
08:02:0 Jacks Gun Sales {

6 Saulsville Wv

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please ensure the language (previously listed in section 5.4.i.3) is
iincluded in the new version of Policy 2510. Many of our students
‘complete the Option Pathway Program to earn a high school diploma.
gWhile most districts are receptive to re-enrolling the students and
iawarding high school diplomas, many counties are not. The Option

I am in favor of schools ensuring that they have "adequate technology

: ; . A/S
‘resources to support instruction.”

§Schools should keep 4 credits for social studies no matter what. A/C

2020-
01-22
116:40:1

J acob Green
‘Superintendent, ODTP
‘WVDE

§Charlest0n WV

Pathway is a State Board initiative that allows students (on the brink of |
3dropping out) to complete high school and earn a high school diploma. If
istudents were not allowed to earn a diploma through this alternative A/C
‘means, the dropout rates for many school districts would be increased. |
iSince Option Pathway students are required to be a completer in a

vocational program, we have students earning a diploma as well as
gtransitioning from ODTP with employable work skills.

§Please ensure the language (5.4.i.3 in previous policy) continues to be
ipart of Policy 2510.

éChanges were made.
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12020-  Tina Foster 5

§01—22 sSpEd Teacher §Offer more non traditional and challenging courses that students have ASS

119:42:0 GCS ithe option to take to prepare them for college

0 Glenvﬂle West :

§2020— gSmdents should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their \ '

§01—23 §michele hine gEnglish 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit A/C See Response 10
§02:09:4 §Ranson West §Class, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and

9 idevalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is.

2020- | :Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their N

%01—23 %michele hine gEngliSh 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit A/C See Response 10
:02:12:0 {Ranson West iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and

3 :devalues what an 11th or 12 grade Enghsh CORE requlrement 8.

! Section 7.1.b.4- Pr1nc1ples shall ensure that teachers” is poorly defined.
gWho will determine whether or not pedagogy is evidence/research
ibased?

‘Who will determine that the research itself is valid and reliable?

: ‘Will a teachers own anecdotal research be acceptable?

; ; s I . . iThe answer (o your
12020-  Jenny L. Santilli iWill teachers be burdened with yet another duty proving that what they : )

: : : : :questions would be
i01-24  {Teacher ido works? A/S defined by the
113:55:3 {Harrison County Schools  i"Assessments aligned with the curriculum" cannot by nature "drive 1ee by |

i i i : i N i fadministration at the
4 :Bridgeport WV instructional improvement”, but they do show what students know and local level

: : ‘can do and can inform future pedagogical and curricular decisions. ’

%"A formative process shall be used in all grades” is unclear. Is it
ireferring to state standardized testing or to each course? Is it to place
istudents in remedial or more challenging classes? Is it to evaluate

§teachers9 _
§§126 42- 8 County Board of Educatlon Staff (CBES) Responsibilities ‘
\Matt T
§2020_ ‘Social Studies Teacher/ : !
01-05 ¢ : :
17950 ‘Department Head :No Comment. N
9 7" Morgantown High School :
Morgantown WV
§2020— ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has demded :
01-06  Jacob Yocum ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits ! A/C See Response 3
107:18:4 Glenville WV ineeded for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the | P

4 gWVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred
ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the

gstate we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary,
:and writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does |
ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a
istriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set |
gforth are hurting the students. [ believe that the WVBOE should
‘continue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum
:as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary |
§Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Smdies content such
%as Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
icurriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
gsmdents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a :
;particular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it :
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must |
istop the attack on Social Studies!

isusan

%01—06 teacher EWe need less. Each staff at the board should be in charge doing 2 grants N See Response 4
i08:36:3 | . ifor the school they are charge in to help schools achieve their best. P

g ‘huntington wv ! :

2020- oo 5 o .

01-13 ‘Allyson M Perry {The definition of lesson plans does not need to be changed since an :

§09‘ 495 §Marion County Schools iadequate definition is already in statute. This new definition would not A/C ‘See Response 9
4 Fairmont WV ‘be compatible. : :

2020-  Richard Morris b el o
iThe definition of lesson plans does not need to be changed since an ;
i01-13  {Attorney

09:50:0 Legal Aid ‘adequate definition is already in statute. This new defiition would not A/C éSee Response 9

0 Fairmont WV ébe compaltible.

%2020_ enee Mahon ‘ |

01-14 §School Counselor. . . .

1 5.99:3 ‘Taylor County Middle :County BOESs should keep 4 credits for social studies as well. AC ;See Response 1
4 o §Sch001 { : :

‘Grafton WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Grant Spencer
‘Secondary Curriculum
%Coordinator

Harrison County Schools

§Anna
Marshall student
§Hgnt Wy

§T0ny the tiger
Parent
Kenova Wv

{Please do not force counties to weight dual credit college classes.

{This creates an unfair GPA advantage for the wealthier students that can

Clarksburg WV gafford to take many college classes while in high school.

gThey are falling listen to parents because we don count. We need more

iminutes to speak at the board instead of/3 minutes. We also need to be N
iable to speak early in the board. !

{Answer parents concerns N

éSee Response 11

éSee Response 4

éSee Response 5

§Tina Foster
‘SpEd Teacher
‘GCS

§Glenville West

§Lisa Cunningham
Director of Special
Education

J ackson County Schools
Ripley WV

gSection 8.10 should include a definition of "self- contamed classroom” as
rreferenced in Senate Bill 632 which states in part, "
ipublic school in which a majority of the students in regular attendance
iare provided special education instruction AND AS FURTHER
EDEFINED IN STATE BOARD POLICY."” Neither policy 2510 or
ipolicy 2419 provide a definition of this term.

..a classroom at a

éAdded to glossary of
terms

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§Teresa Atkinson
‘Teacher-Special Education
Mason County Schools
§P0int Pleasant WV

For some schools, it will be difficult to be at 30% or less TEP students in
ithe general education environment. This could indicate a need for more N
‘special education teachers in some schools if this is a requirement and |
inot a suggestion.

§§126 42 9 County Board Of Educatlon Member (CBEM) Responsnbllltles

2019-
12-19
115:55:1
0

§Grant Spencer
%Secondary Curriculum
‘Coordinator

‘Harrison County Schools
Clarksburg WV

Not sure why you are being so rigid on weighting Dual Credit classes.

§Y0u have added great flexibility for counties in other parts of 2510, but N
‘have allowed none when it comes to which classes a county decides to |
iweight.

‘While this statement
iis reinforced by Policy
12510, the
requirements are a
ipart of Policy 2419

§Un1form Gradlng Pohcy Welghtlng Dual Credit Courses?

éSee Response 11



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iShall is a very strong word.

gDual Credit Courses are NOT EQUAL TO AP Courses, and should not :
receive equal weight. Using "shall” in the statement in 9.1.h.2, will make |
istudents opt for the easier academic road of introductory level dual

icredit college courses as opposed to experiencing the rigor of AP that
gtruly prepares them for college. If you are trying to minimize the AP
iprogram in West Virginia, this will surely do it. Most Dual Credit

iclasses we offer do not transfer out-of-state because of the lack of
iverified college-level content. AP provides the opportunity for our kids
§t0 be on-level with students from around the world. Our students will
ibegin chasing a GPA boost via dual credit instead of truly learning the
iskills needed for college.

§IS the because our state colleges don make any money from AP
icourses?

§Please replace the word "shall” with the word "may" in 9.1.h.2 regarding
ithe weighting of dual credit. :

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{Uniform Grading Policy: Weighting Dual Credit Courses?

gNot sure why you are being so rigid on weighting Dual Credit classes.
You have added great flexibility for counties in other parts of 2510, but
thave allowed none when it comes to which classes a county decides to

‘weight.
§Grant Spencer gShall is a very strong word.
2019- . ! \ :
1220 ‘Secondary Curriculum
1 1:34:5 ‘Coordinator gDual Credit Courses are NOT EQUAL TO AP Courses, and should not N ;See Response 11
1 " {Harrison County Schools  ireceive equal weight. Using "shall” in the statement in 9.1.h.2, will make |
‘Clarksburg WV istudents opt for the easier academic road of introductory level dual

icredit college courses as opposed to experiencing the rigor of AP that
‘truly prepares them for college. If you are trying to minimize the AP
gprogram in West Virginia, this will surely do it. Most Dual Credit
iclasses we offer do not transfer out-of-state because of the lack of
iverified college-level content. AP provides the opportunity for our kids
ito be on-level with students from around the world. Our students will
gbegin chasing a GPA boost via dual credit instead of truly learning the



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iskills needed for college.

§IS the because our state colleges don make any money from AP
icourses?

§Please replace the word "shall” with the word "may" in 9.1.h.2 regardlng
Ethe welghtmg of dual credlt

2020-  Andrew Caroll s

§01—03 §English Teacher The state should set the graduation requirments. Not doing so promotes AJS

112:47:2 Elkins High School ieducational inequality in our system.

7 Elkins WV :

..................... MattKelly ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
§2020_ ‘Social Studies Teacher/ i

01-05 ¢

1295:0 §Department Head iNo Comment. N

9 7" Morgantown High School :

Morgantown WV

nce again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided |

to try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits

gneeded for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the |

‘WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do :

iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred

Ethroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the

istate we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, '

iand writing skills along with various other learning strategics. Why does

ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a

gstriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set
iforth are hurting the students. [ believe that the WVBOE should A/C ;See Response 3
‘continue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum |
‘as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary ‘

EStudies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such

ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:

iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies

‘curriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,

goutside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in

istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a !

‘particular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people

‘and have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \

2020- |
101-06  Jacob Yocum
107:18:4 Glenville WV
a0



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020-
01-06
108:36:3

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020-
01-19
112:19:1

2020-
01-21
10:11:2

susan
iteacher
thuntington wv

%Eric D. Croasmun
Principal

‘Pleasants County Schools
§Belm0nt WV

‘Thomas Stark
‘Weston West

§wendy summers

‘Board Member

§Christian Home Educators
%of West Virginia
‘Wallback wv

iwere social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics T can
‘guarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must

§st0p the attack on Somal Stud1esr

iNeed to be able to sub in classrooms and make sure they subatall

ischools not just one.
gNeed to attend L.SIC meeting to see what parents issues. Also, townhall
itype meeting every 9 weeks that parents and staff can ask them

iN :See Response 4

‘questions. 3 minutes at a board meeting to speak but we are not allow to |

Eask questlons

ounty Board Members in a county ‘should have the rlght to vote to

gallow or not allow a charter school.

Not having the power to do so would open the door for anyone to
iestablish a charter school in a county and take tax-payer money raised

éSee Response 4

gby the county. Counties should have the right to do so and not let it be a
istate-level decision.

9.1.c.1 is an excellent policy that should be utilized at every opportunlty
:given the watering down of the state standards regarding graduation

requirements.

ffocused on producing good Americans instead of worrying about a

Emyrlad of hyphenated-Americans everyone would get along a whole lot
§better without the necessity of "accommodations” for thirty two different N
"cultures”
Respect for culture is one thing...accommodating and discouraging
gassimilation does damage to the cohesiveness of American culture.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘The following comments are offered on behalf of the Christian Home
Educators of West Virginia (CHEWV) in regard to draft Policy 2510.
§Speciﬁcally, these comments are in relation to the “Homeschool Policy”
idirective to counties contained in Appendix A of Policy 2510.

§9.1.e.2.k - This requirement is generally a waste of time. Perhaps if we

H
5
H
H
N
H
3
3
H
H
N
H

‘Multicultural
ieducation is required
iin West Virginia state |

. Time to get back to the melting pot instead of the salad bowl. | ‘code.

;In favor of pathway |
for reentry into public
éschools

In broad terms, CHEWV supports the concept of more local control for
ischool systems and believes that such an approach will generally beneflt
WV students. However, there is a fundamental difference between the

iinternal policy of a county operating its own school system and the
icounty implementing policy to regulate a population outside of its
:school system. Such an approach provides an opportunity for counties to |

éReSponse 14:
gLanguage regarding



iinterpret the actual legal requirements contained in the state code
laccording to their own, sometimes inaccurate, understanding or personal
gbias. This is particularly true for “exit policy”.

iCounties should have the ability to set by policy, for example, what
ipersonnel will have primary responsibility for collecting and
‘maintaining information submitted by homeschoolers, but it should have
§n0 authority to, for example, define its own requirements for what
‘constitutes “satisfactory evidence of a high school diploma”. In short,
istate code gives counties no authority to set requirements for
‘homeschoolers that are any more restrictive or numerous than the actual
gstate code. This policy directive appears to provide an opportunity for
icounties to do so.

iWe are unsure what public notice requirements, if any, exist for county
ischool policy. At best, the proposed approach to policy would require a
greview of 55 different policies and potential communications with 55
idifferent county officials. We believe this approach is overly
‘burdensome to homeschool families — who are, after all, already quite
‘busy educating their children. Homeschool families don’t have “staff”
§Wh0 can be assigned to such policy matters. If counties don’t provide
iadequate opportunity for public notice and input (one county recently
isent out a notification to homeschoolers that a policy on homeschooling
gwould be voted on by the county board within a matter of a few days),
iproblems will inevitably result.

We can see the benefit of having a written policy for homeschoolers
‘wishing to (re)enter a county school system. However, the proposed
gstate policy directive to counties is much too vague. It says, in essence,
ithat a county can place a transferring homeschooled student in whatever
igrade it decides using whatever means of evaluation it decides. CHEWV
‘recommends that some threshold of fairness be established that could be
%used as a minimal guideline for transferring a homeschool student into
ithe public school system.

{We understand that subject tests developed from state CSOs may be
lused as a tool to determine whether high school graduation credit is
gawarded for a subject. However, homeschool students shouldn’t be held
ito a higher standard than public school students are held, 1.c. “mastery”
ishouldn’t be the standard for a homeschool student to receive credit if
‘public school students are awarded credit for graduation without fully
gmastering the standards.

;public school students |
éexiting into
thomeschool is
éaddressed in state

écode and has been
éremoved from the :
required county policy
élanguage. 5



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

{CHEWYV makes the following specific recommendations for Policy
i2510: :
1 The concept of “exiting policy” should be removed from Policy 2510.
:State code already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public |
ischool system to begin homeschooling.

i2. The phrase “transferring the student into the county” is somewhat
gvague. The intent seems to be to address a homeschool student
itransferring into the public school system, but this is unclear and not in
isyne with the definition of “county” provided in the Policy 2510
‘Glossary. The current wording could cause confusion for a homeschool
gstudent moving into the county but desiring to continue

thomeschooling.

3. Policy 2510 should establish some recommended fairness guidelines
ffor transferring a homeschool student into the public school system. :
4 WVDE should consider developing a template policy for homeschool |
i(reYentry as a guideline for counties. 3
5. Policy 2510 should establish adequate public notice requirements if
gnoticc isn’t already required by law or other WVBE Policy.

ESpecific suggested wording changes for Policy 2510 are shown below.
‘CBEM shall develop a policy for the process of exiting students to
ghomeschool and transferring a student from homeschool into the county !
:school system. Students entering the county in grades K-8 may join their |
‘age-appropriate cohort if the student’s academic assessments have \
ishown acceptable progress as defined in 18-8-1(c)(2)}(C), or the county
gmay utilize a combination of methods to determine appropriate :
‘placement for students who have not achieved such acceptable progress. |
For high school students, the county may choose to use testing or other |
imethods for placing students in the grade level deemed most appropriate |
gor for issuance of credits. Acceptance of high school credits while }
thomeschooling will be completely at the discretion of should be based

ion a fair and reasonable standard comparable to public school student
‘achievement levels and will be set by the individual county. The CBEM
gshall give written notice of the proposed policy, and any future changes |
to the policy, to homeschoolers registered in their county at least 30 days |
iprior to voting on such policy or changes to the policy. 3

gThank you for considering our perspective and for providing opportunity



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ifor input.

2020-

0101 ‘wendy summers
§10. 39:0 thomeschool mom
8 77T \Wallback WV

éSincerely,

‘CHEWV Board of Directors

{ { Language regarding
public school students :
lexiting into 5
thomeschool is
‘addressed in state

écode and has been
removed from the
required county policy
glanguage. 5

T am concerned that having 55 counties develop individual policies
gregarding homeschooled students exit and reentry into public school will A/C
§cause more problems for families as well as attendance directors. First,
state code already addresses exit procedures. Giving county officials the |
lopportunities to create their own policies may inadvertently *
gcommunicate an allowance to add to existing state code. Second, while
thaving a reentry policy is a good idea, perhaps having one statewide
ipolicy would be a better idea. A single, statewide policy would better
‘ensure homeschoolers are treated fairly. Also, making sure
ghomeschooled students are not held to a much higher standard than
ipublic schooled students is a critical factor for consideration. The
istandard for passage and advancement for public schooled students
ishould also be used for homeschooled students.

gThank you for considering my comments,

‘Wendy Summers

;County Boards of
‘Education are
érequired to put their
thomeschool policy
‘out for comment;
‘county homeschool
épolicies may not
isupersede state code

2020-  Alicia Kidd : '

01-22  teacher

114:29:4 Bridgeport High School
6 Bridgeport WV

Lisa Cunningham

§2020_ §Director of Special
01-23 ¢ .

11:52:4 ‘Education

7 77 Jackson County Schools
Ripley WV

{Dual credit classes should not be weighted. Some dual credit courses do
inot have the same rigor as AP courses.

:Section 9.1.d should include a definition of "self-contained classroom”

as referenced in Senate Bill 632 which states in part, "...a classroom ata |
‘public school in which a majority of the students in regular attendance \
gare provided special education instruction AND AS FURTHER
‘DEFINED IN STATE BOARD POLICY." Neither policy 2510 or
_§policy 2419 provide a definition of this term.

;See Response 11

Definition added to
iglossary of terms



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iIn terms of 9.1.a., it would prove helpful to county boards if the WVDE
lespecially provided some type "template” for the various policies which
gare to be developed. (Of course, the WVDE may provide such template
iguidance.) The current process most counties utilize is to rely upon
ivendors to develop policies. It is my contention, the resultant policies
‘may not fully deliver in terms of WVDE policy intent policy, although
‘the WVDE may be required to approve policies. The template need not

‘Howard OCull ‘be a full-blown policy document but could be based on a series of
2020- | . . : . . : . ' :
: Executive Director :checklists for policy completion and, in some cases, suggested language | s
0123 | oL i ;. . : : . ! ‘Templates are
‘West Virginia School ior terms. Additionally, this process could result in quicker policy A/S R
112:44:0 ¢ .. ! . .. . ! iavailable.
0 :Board Association idevelopment turn around and. finally, entities such as Educational
‘Charleston WV iServices Cooperatives (ESCs) could use the WVDE template to engage |
ivarious county boards, including ESC boards of directors (which include

icounty board members and county superintendents) in terms of :
gdevelopment of required policies. Policy knowledge would be enhanced |
if WVDE staff, to the degree possible, were to participate in policy
idevelopment sessions. [ realize this suggestion may be outside the
iparameters of policy comment constructs. In the least I believe is
ésomething to think about.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iIn WV, the State Department of Education requires Advanced

‘Placement (AP)/International Baccalaureate (IB}, Dual Enrollment, and

§H0n0rs classes be given equal grade weighting through policy. :

However, this weighting does not reflect the higher, documented rigor of

{AP courses as compared to other offerings. Competing states have

recorded increases in student achievement when incentivizing students

§t0 take AP courses. Florida, Arkansas, and Missouri have additional

igrade weights as an incentive to reward students who take rigorous :

:AP/IB courses. This incentive does not discourage enrollment in Honors | 5
ior Dual Enrollment courses, it provides an added reward to students who N ‘See Response 11
ipursue high-rigor classes with clear accountability for student outcomes. | 5
‘These nationally recognized courses deserve a GPA value over and ;

iabove other weighted courses without similarly documented

‘accountability.

§2020— J ennifer Piercy
'01-23  LSIC President
112:54:3 Nitro High School
8 Nitro WV

Thls is how such a law could translate in the State Department’s Policy }
325 10: 1.h.3. Counties shall issue “AP-weighted” grades for AP® courses |
iand IB courses for which high school credit is to be awarded. :



O S

Weighted course grading scale.

PP

Quality Points

Average
Grade
90-100
80-89
70-79
60-69
0-59
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.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

i 9.1.d3 ‘While this statement
:2020-  iTeresa Atkinson : o e Lo L. : .
: : ) ) {For some schools, it will be difficult to be at 30% or less IEP students in | i1s reinforced in Policy
i01-23  iTeacher-Special Education : . . . o : : :
! ! ithe general education environment. This could indicate a need for more N 2510, the

i21:26:3 Mason County Schools i . . . e . | : .

o ispecial education teachers in some schools if this is a requirement and irequirements are part
il iPoint Pleasant WV : : . :
: : not a suggestlon : iof Policy 2419. ;

§N0 we1ghted grades should be glven to honors or dual credit classes.

- :Dual credit courses taught off site often lack the rigor and high ‘See Response 11
i2020-  Jenny L. Sandtilli i : :
! ! iexpectations of AP courses. In general, when comparing students who
i01-24  {Teacher i Sy e 1
: : : :took AP versus dual credit courses, students with AP classes experience N :Weighting of honors
113:55:3 iHarrison County Schools ! ; .
: ity ‘more academic achievement. *One exception would be dual credit : ‘courses is local level
4 Bridgeport WV : . ! L
iclasses taught at the HS by a HS teacher under the supervision of an :decision
: : :administrator. : :
§C0ns1derat10n should be glven (0 ensure that requlred welghtmg of :
§courses in AP, AC, DC, and IB programs does not encourage students in |
: ismaller schools to avoid courses more applicable to their career but :
iRichard Duncan isimply are not AP/AC/DC/IB and therefore place a disadvantage in GPA
12020- ¢ ; : :See Response 11
0104 {Superintendent ion the student. For instance, schools that do not have the resources to !
1 5-44:5 ‘Roane County Board of ioffer AC courses or those AP/DC/IB courses focused on the arts and A/C
6 "7 Education thumanities may see students shy away from the arts and humanities if |
Reedy WV ithe only weighted courses available at that school are in the areas of

imath, science, social studies, and English (as is common). If BOEs are
ito be given the discretionary authority to add weights to courses, then
ithe same should be given to remove them.

§§126 42- 10 West Virginia Department of Education Responsibilities

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Matt Kelly

2020- g cial Studies Teacher/

01-05 ¢ : N

§12_ 25-0 :Department Head No Comment. N

9 7" Morgantown High School | :

‘Morgantown WV § : 5
§2020_ ‘ gnce again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided : :

§t0 try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits :

needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the A/C éSee Response 3
‘WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do .
§S0cial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred

0 1-06 J acob Yocum
107:18:4 Glenville WV
4



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the !
state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, |
gand writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does
ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a
striving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set |
fforth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should \
gcontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum
‘as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary
§Studies, 1 1th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such
ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
ECivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
icurriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
ioutside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a :
gparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
‘guarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
éstop the attack on Social Studies!

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12020- §susan :We need to cut positions. Federal, ocr and special needs investigations

01-06 need to be out of wvde because they are not investigating the issue or ;

iteacher L i . : N :See Response 4
i08:36:3 . fixing the issue. Investigation unit needs to be moved to State !

i thuntington wv : ) .. ]

18 ! :Department with the Medicaid / consumer unit.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iPlease explain why you are thinking about erasing history. If what :
‘happened before present day is not taught, how will students, our future, |

%2020_ : gknow how to act and react when they have not been taught about wars,
01-12 ‘Sigernia Carper iturmoils, etc, not only in their state but in their country and their world. |
1 3.14:2 WV Citizen {Education is to teach not to gloss over important data that has brought  {A/C :See Response 1
7 7 {Ranson WV ‘our world this far. There needs to be understanding about how we :
! §evolved to where we are now and be able to look to the future while
knowing what happened in the past. Just common sense which I think
ithe WV Board of Education is lacking.
§2020— §Eric D. Croasmun §County Board Members in a county should have the right to vote to
01-13  Principal :allow or not allow a charter school.
| | P : N ‘See Response 4

112:52:3 Pleasants County Schools §N0t having the power to do so would open the door for anyone to
3 :Belmont WV iestablish a charter school in a county and take tax-payer money raised



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

by the county. Counties should have the right to do so and not let it be a
istate-level decision.

: Renee Mahon

12020 : : :

i QSChool Counselor i ) ) ) ) i :

01-14 T . :The deparment of education should keep 4 credits for social studies and | :See Responses 1 and

i {Taylor County Middle i o IA/C :

15:29:3 iremove definition of lesson plans. | 9

1 :School ! |

‘Grafton WV :

§2020— 510.1. g - This appears to be a severe weakness in the system when so ' :
§01—19 §Th0mas Stark gmany counties are not producing students that meet or exceed standards. AJS

112:19:1 §West0n West iFurther emphasis must be placed on this function including field

8 iauditing of actual classroom performance and effectiveness of faculty.

2020- \Ralone Cool : : ' '
0121 teacher do not change social studies requirements A/C See Response 1
109:25:5 Kanawha County Schools & 4 P

4 SAINT ALBANS WV

3(1)_2202_ %Tony the tiger : } :

1971:2 Parent ‘A complaint system when schools don address the concern. N ;See Response 4

6 §Ken0va Wy : :

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12020- Tlna Foster

§01—22 sSpEd Teacher gSet a basic parameter of classes to be offered that are challenging and

119:42:0 {GCS irewarding for the students- appeals to students

0 Glenville West : ; :
§2020— : :Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their :

101-23  michele hine {English 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit AJC See Response 10
102:09:4 Ranson West iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and P

9 idevalues what an 11th or 12 grade Enghsh CORE requ1rement 8. : : ‘
§2020— gSmdents should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their :

§01—23 §miche1e hine iEnglish 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit A/C See Response 10
102:12:0 §Ranson West iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and P

3 idevalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is. \

§126-42- 11 West Virginia Board of Educatlon Responsibilities

020 Matt Kelly : N

: 01-0 5_ QSOCIHI Studies Teacher/ §N0 Comment. N

§Department Head



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

112:25:0 Morgantown High School
9 Morgantown WV

ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has demded
§t0 try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits
‘needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the |
‘WVBOE arttack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do \
gSOCial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred
ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the :
state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, |
iand writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does |
gthe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a Q
istriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set
2020- iforth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should !
%01—06 J acob Yocum icontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum
107:18:4 Glenville WV as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary |
4 Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such
: ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
‘Civics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
gcurriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a
gparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it ;
iwere social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must : :
gstop the attack on Social Studies!

A/C éSee Response 3

2020- |
0L06 susan : |
08:36:3 {teacher investigate complaints! 11! what is James Agee Job? N :See Response 4

thuntington wv

:Please do NOT reduce the history courses required in our schools. An

2020- | understanding of our history is essential to the future of our state, ! :

%01—12 %Edna Reed gcountry, and world. Some great people have reminded us that if we fail AJC See Response 1
§15: 13:3 §Pratt wV §t0 remember our history, we are doomed to repeat it! We do not need to

6 ifurther "dumb down” our students. They are quite capable of learning

iand understanding the mistakes and failures as well as the successes of



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ithose who came before them. We must continue to EDUCATE our
‘young people. HISTORY IS VITAL!

2020- Crystal Adkins

%01—18 sSped Teacher The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the AJC See Resnonse 9
118:39:0 AFT ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else”. P

6 Rlvesvﬂle Wy : '
RO T N

12:01:3 §Ma.rshall student :Need to investigate misconduct and have a online complaint form. N ;See Response 4
9 §Hgnt Wy : :

§2020— Tlna Foster

01-22 QSPEd Teacher gEnsure the parameter of classes offered are geared toward preparing
§19:42:0 §GCS gstudents to attend college
0 ‘Glenville West s

2020- :Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their

§01—23 §michele hine gEnglish 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit A/C See Response 10
102:09:4 Ranson West {Class, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and

9 §devalues what an 11th or 12 grade Enghsh CORE requ1rement 8. :

%2020— %Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their '
§01—23 §michele hine gEnghsh 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit AJC See Response 10

§02: 12:0 §Ranson West iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and

3 idevalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is. '

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

_§§126 42- 12 Severability

Matt Kell
§2020_ ‘Social Sru{lles Teacher/ : :
01-05 ¢ : :
12:95:0 §Department Hetad :No Comment. N
9 ‘Morgantown High School :
Morgantown VA%
ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has demded '
: { ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits :
2020- | ineeded for students to graduate from four eredits to three. Why must the | :
%01—06 J acob Yocum EWVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do AC Sce Response 3
107:18:4 {Glenville WV iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred
4 ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the :

‘state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary,
‘and writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does |



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a
istriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set
gforth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should

icontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the currlculum
ias such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary
Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such
§as Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
icurriculum? Tnstead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
gstudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a :
;particular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it :
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
gguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2000-  [Renee Mahon . .
01-14 §Sch001 Counselor. The WVDE should remove lesson plan deflnltlon anq keep 4 credits of A/C §See Response 9
15:29:3 §Taylor County Middle %socml studies, but keep the career exploration foOr middle school A/C
7 School istudents. 'A/S :See Response 1
‘Grafton WV : 3 5
%2020_ %Heather DelLuca-Nestor :
0124 §Teacher . §The definition of lesson plans does not need to be included in this
1 0:20:2 %Monongapa County Board §pohcy The definition of lesson plans is already in statute 18A-2-12 and A/C :See Response 9
1 §0f Education ithis 1s not needed. : :
‘Morgantown WV

§§Appendlx A Requnred County Board of Education Members (CBEM) Policies Resultmg from Pollcy 2510

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§It is truly unbelievable that the state of WV is even considering reducmg

2019. | . the credits needed for graduation for Social Studies. The little
§12_13 §Dav1d Parsons §kn0wledge that students have is a reason of the state of our nation. not
John Marshall High Scool ionly does the social studies curriculum teach history and geography, but A/C iSee Response 1
10:47:2 ¢ i s
0 §Glen Dale West it includes citizenship, college and career preparation, reading and '
! iwriting, and mathematics. The credits for graduation must remain the
isame for social studies.
020- Matt Kelly
! 01.05 tSomal Studies Teacher/ §N0 Comment. N

%Department Head



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

112:25:0 Morgantown High School
9 Morgantown WV

ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided
§t0 try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits
‘needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the |
‘WVBOE arttack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do \
gSOCial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred
ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the :
state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, |
iand writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does |
gthe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a Q
istriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set
2020- iforth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should !
%01—06 J acob Yocum icontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum
107:18:4 Glenville WV as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary |
4 Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such
: : ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
‘Civics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
gcurriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a
gparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it ;
iwere social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must :
gstop the attack on Social Studies!

A/C éSee Response 3

;Proposed policy
:allows counties to
‘create local
‘homeschool policy
Snot to supersede state

%There should be stricter requirements by the state on students !
gtransferrmg in and out of homeschool. Students should only be permltted A/S

2020-  Carla Brown _
' ' ito withdraw or re-enroll to/from homeschool prior to Sept 1.

01-09  Director

113:05:1 iRoane County Schools . ) ) ) .
\ \ y iThe state needs to maintain regulations for instructional materials. Small |

3 ‘Spencer wv : ) N ‘code.
P icounties do not have the man-power or resources to conduct all thatis N

iinvolved with instructional material review. !

i :See Response 4
o e Ve e e
2020- il agree that the 9th grade Science requirement should go back to
iTeacher : . . .. . See Response 12
i01-10 ¢ . {Physical Science. In most schools it is now an elective and my school
' :South Charleston High :



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

118:40:3 School idoesn’t even offer Physical Science, do students are absolutely leaving
5 :South Charleston WV _§high school with no physical science or chemistry introduction.

T have taught American History in the state of West Virginia for five :
iyears. Condensing the course into one year will leave students without a |
‘thorough understanding of their history, who they are and then where |
gthey are going in life. Students will not learn about diversity or

multiculturalism, but only about people who were in power such as the
2020- :Presidents. They will lack knowledge about the Holocaust, multiple _
! ‘Hannah Evans : . . . . . ! :
0o1-11 iperspectives, and any in-depth analysis of a particular topic. Students : :
! ‘Teacher : . N - T . A/C :See Response 3
21:13:0 i ineed time to develop their critical thinking skills instead of rushing :
: iGettysburg PA : . : :
9 ithrough content. Currently, teachers do not enough time to cover
: icurriculum from the Civil War to the present. Reconstruction is
gconsistently cut from the curriculum which leaves students a lack of
knowledge about race relations in America allowing racism to be
misunderstood. Let™s be progressive about developmg West Virginia
icitizens and leave this as two year courses.
§2020_ J eff Dreisbach L am against lowering the Social Studies requirement. ‘
01-12 ‘Teacher and Lacrosse [ have had high school students who do not know who Daniel Boone :
§10_ ALS ‘Coach :was or know about the Alamo. (They know now.) A/C :See Response 1
1 7" Preston High School ‘Two days ago, I heard a 9th grade girl ask another, "Is Pennsylvaniain | :
Bruceton Mills WV ithe United States?". (She knows now.)
3(1)_2{) 2_ %Diana Gainer : 5
1 1214 {Parent/ used to be a teacher iThis will strip childrens understanding of our past and our future N :See Response 5
o~ Vienna WV : : 5
o ................................... ............................................................................................................................................. ........................ ............................................
01-14 §Car01 Williams . object to the change proposed that would decrease the number of
: M. o . : . A/C :See Response 1
11:36:1 icredits or courses for Social Studies and US history. | s
g ‘Shepherdstown wv ! :
2020- | |
‘01-14  Nancy Raia ‘Why would vou decrease the social studies credits? You’d be doing the |
§21 :14:0 §Pittsburgh PA kids an extreme disservice. A/C §See Response |

WV does not need o be removing any history from the curriculum. &+
History is a very important part of education and for the welfare of our A/C ‘See Response 1 :
ichildren’s future. Removing history 1s the first step in causing history to |

§2020— §Char10tte Morgan
01-16  Milton WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

irepeat itself and for children to be susceptible to brainwashing. History
_§is knowledge. Knowledge is survival.

Home school transfers into the public system during high school should
iinclude mandatory acceptance of credits based on the completion of the |
‘annual assessment testing that is required of home-school students. This |
ishould not be discretionary on the part of a local board. Too much room |
gfor bias to enter into the equation. }

§2020-
01-19
§12:19:1

‘Thomas Stark
‘Weston West

gInStructional resource policy should specifically state which type of
resources are covered by this policy (e.g.. textbooks, supplemental hand- |
iouts, alternative texts suggested or selected by teachers, etc.) :

éCounty policy will not
‘be able to supersede
:state code.

éSee Response 4

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§B0th of my children were withdrawn from public school during a school |
‘year. Both times, we were treated with respect and kindness by the local |
ischool system. I agree with and see the benefit of allowing local school |
gsystems to have more control, but I am concemed that 55 different
ipolicies regarding how students exit the public school system to
‘homeschool could cause confusion for everyone.

CHoward OCull
: :{County boards may, in fact, have versions of these policies. In the least, |

ithe policy versions may require updating, based on county board
iprocedures for such, including public notice. Moreover, refer to prev1ous

Charleston WV gcomments regardmg WVDE pohcy templates

2020-
01-23
112:40:3

2020-
01-23

Lindsay Heywood
‘Teacher
iCross Lanes WV

Kayla Ball
‘Charleston WV

%Grace Underhill
§Charlest0n WV

Michelle Smith
Inwood West

‘Executive Director

! ‘West Virginia School
12:44:0 | st >
: :Board Association

Policy 2510 regarding the additional language about lesson plans needs
ito be removed. There are too many expectations for lesson plans already, |
‘and adding this language puts a great tax on teachers and administrators \
galike, both of which take away from quality time planning lessons and

iother essential work. The additional language is not needed anyway, as
iteachers are already considering these items as part of their lesson plans. |

gThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this {rom the
ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.

gThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |
ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.
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;See Response 14
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.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Richard Duncan :

2020- . i . . . . . .

0124 ‘Superintendent {Consideration should be given to adopting recommendations (if not 5

1 5.44:5 ‘Roane County Board of requirements) to standardize home schooling withdrawal and re-entry ~ {A/C iSee Response 14
6 ‘Education ;plans across the state. : :

‘Reedy WV 5

pendlx B Tralnmg Requnred in Pollcy 2510

gYou guys wonder why more people are home schooling? It’s because of |
{ignorant stuff such as this. If anything we should be adding more social \

%2019_ gstudies classes not removing them. Look at everything going on in this ‘

§12_13 §Derrick Evans gcountry. People are having their rights taken away from them every day.

§09. 56:1 §Tax payer %We need an entire class on just the Constitution, Bill of Rights, etc. We A/C §See Response 1
6 o §Prichard WV meed to make sure our children fully understand these rights and how to :

gexermse them. I can’t believe someone in position of authority thinks it’ s
:a good idea to cut these classes. Whoever came up with this should be
iashamed of themselves.

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2019- §Kristen Smallwood ‘Graduation requirements should not be reduced as it is pertinent that !
12-16 : . . . : :See Responses 1 and
11:24:0 ‘Teacher istudents receive 4 years of Social Studies and have a well rounded A/C ;7

=77 Morgantown WV ieducational background. :

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘The proposed requirements for teacher training violates the Equity and |
‘Access Policy of the College Board. N
gExcusing teachers with an 80% rate of students who score 3, 4, or 5son |
ithe national AP exam will either encourage teachers to limit class

: ‘enrollment or limit students who will sit for the exam. Both of these

%2019- §Becky Berry gviolate the equity and access policy

112-17  Teacher

109:34:4 Morgantown High School Teachers who attend the annual reading in their subject should be

College Board does |
not require teachers to |
attend any AP '
‘training. Student
‘placement in AP :
écourses is a local level
determination and |
‘county level

5 Morgantown WV iexempt from the summer institute. : ;

: } icoordinators are
: : : : : trained to follow the
AP workshops provide teachers with meaningful professional IA/C .
: : :Equity and Access

idevelopment that translates to better class instruction. Opportunities to
inetwork and share classroom ideas and strategies are invaluable to the
isuccess of students in AP classrooms throughout the state.

Policy



.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Clarlfymglanguage
3Was added

I am concerned about the requirements for Advanced Placement Teacher |
{Training. The proposed policy changes appears to have removed the

: iprovision that AP teachers who are selected and serve as AP Exam
§2019_ §Susan McCauley §Readers for ETS/College Bpard are no longfar exempt from the APSI ‘ .
§12_17 §Mathemat1cs Teacher ievery three years. I would like to see that reinstated. [ had the §C1ar1fy1ng language
§17'18' 5 ‘Randolph County Schools opportunity to serve as a Reader for the AP Calculus AB and BC exams (A/C ‘was added.
1 o & WV Virtual School in June 2019. The experience and learning that comes from serving as a 5
:Elkins WV :Reader for an AP Exam is the BEST professional development for
{Advanced Placement that [ have ever participated in. I also feel that WV
iteachers who serve as College Board Consultants and deliver trainings : :
: §sh0uld be exempt {rom the APSI requirement.
Matt Kell
§2020_ Social Sru{lies Teacher/ : {
01-05 | : !
17950 §Departrnent Hetad §N0 Comment. N
9 §M0rgant0wn High School !
Morgantown WV
ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE} has demded :
ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits
gneeded for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the
‘WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do :
! ! iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred
%2020— ‘throughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the
§01—06 J acob Yocum %state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, Vocabulary, See Response 3
07:18:4 Glenville WV :and writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does |
4 ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a :

'striving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set
gforth are hurting the students. [ believe that the WVBOE should :
icontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the currlculum
‘as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary
§Studies, 1 1th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
‘Civics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
gcurriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
ioutside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a '
iparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
§and have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it §
iwere social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
_§st0p the attack on Social Studies!

3(1)_2{) 6 J ames Bunner As a science teacher the flexibility given with this policy change will \

‘Teacher :enable students that wish to go into the STEM fields more options to N :See Response 1
10:27:2 : . . : s

Parkersburg WV :expand their options. | :
\é-t\)uzu(\j: ------- §\\lll\\\lll\\\lll\\l:l\\\: ---------------------------------------- : ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- :\ ---------------------------- :-uuuuuuuu-uu--uuuuuuuuuuuuuu:
01-14 §Carol Williams T object to the change proposed that would decrease the number of
{ Ms. i . . : . A/C :See Response 1
11:36:1 icredits or courses for Social Studies and US history. ! :
~ ‘Shepherdstown wy | :
2020- s | |
'01-18  Lisa Runion ‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the | AJC See Response 9
110:51:0 Culloden Wv ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. P
2020- | : 3 |
01-21  Kayla Ball The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this {rom the AJC See Resnonse 9
117:31:5 Charleston WV ;policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. P
§01—21 %Grace Underhill The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the AJC See Resnonse 9
117:32:4 Charleston WV ;policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. P
'8 ; : !
..................... ................................................................. Asah1ghschool teacher e mystuden et g of ..................................................................................
2020-  Joe Griffith ithe history of our country is limited. Policy 2510 will hinder their 5
%01—23 %Tyler Consolidated High gunde.rstandn.lg even more by reducing the number of social studies AC See Response 3
110:18:0 School ‘credits required for graduation.
0 Sistersville West 3 :
: : ‘Please do not lower the number of required social studies classes!



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

T feel that changing the required grade 9 science back to Physical

‘Science would be greatly beneficial for the elective sciences. I teach
gChemistry and my students are never prepared with the physical science
:aspect of the subject. ;

2020-
01-24
10:37:2

2020-
01-02
22:39:0

2020-
01-05

12020-
01-06
07:18:4
4

\Carolyn Hizer

%Teacher

‘Paden City High School
§Paden City West

§Krista

Former student
None

Mullens WV

Matt Kelly

‘Social Studies Teacher/
1.z, §Department Head
112:25:0 §Morgantown High School

iMorgantown WV

Jacob Yocum
:Glenville WV

I also endorse the proposed flex scheduling. Thank you.

§§Appendix C Virtual Learning

gVirtual School should be heavily monitored as so that we do not head
idown a road where all public education is done virtually.

3
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éSee Response 12

;See Response 1

I was stuck into a classroom my senior year, the year of 2017-2018 for ' '
ian online “English class™ at the Wyoming county carcer and technical
icenter for 2 days a week for an hour and that was supposed to be my
gEnglish class. Now that I’'m out into the world I have found that I was |
icheated my whole senior year while everyone else got to have an N
English/literature class. I was very upset when I found out but there was |
‘nothing to be done. The students need a classroom with a real teacher \
gthat will help them in every way I wasn’t able to experience. This needs | 5
ito be changed.

‘Embedded credit is a
écourse option; Policy :
12510 does not require
istudents to take '
‘embedded courses.

‘Each county has the
‘ability to create their
éown policy regarding
wvirtual school and
select virtual school
:providers.

gnce again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided :
ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits
‘needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the
gWVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do \
iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred

ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the

gstate we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary,
‘and writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does (A/C
ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a :
istriving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set
gforth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should

icontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the currlculum

ias such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary
Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such

ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:

éSee Response 3




.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
icurriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
goutside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a '
‘particular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it \
gwere social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics [ can
iguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

T currently have two former students enrolled in this type of program. ' l
gThey are struggling because they can not get immediate feedback from \

itheir instructor. They are then delayed in completing their assignments

iand find that they are often rushed to complete the assignment on time

‘because they had to wait for assistance. As a result, they have been

icoming to me with many of their questions. I am not certified to teach

ithe particular subject, but because I have taken several courses in the

§field, [ have been able to help them, but not to the level of someone that

is certified in the subject.

I realize that we are seeing fewer people entering the teaching

! ! iprofession, especially in fields like science and math. [ could leave ;Each county has the
2020- {Amy Mortensen ‘education and make twice my current salary if I used my undergraduate ability to create their
§01—09 §Teacher gscience degree, but I love what I do. I have heard students say that they N éown policy regarding
:07:27:4 Liberty High School :would like to go into education, but they are afraid with virtual learning, | wvirtual school and

5 ‘Clarksburg WV iteachers will be eliminated in favor of more cost effective measures. select virtual school

3 Sometimes virtual learning is the only option available, because we lack ‘providers.

gcertified teachers. But studies are showing that technology driven
ieducation is not as effective as more traditional methods. If a private :
:school, attended by the children of workers in Silicon Valley has moved |
iaway from 1:1 IPAD use in their education and moved back to a more |
gtraditional method, what does that tell us about the results they were
iseeing? There is certainly a place for technology in the classroom, but it
ishould be a tool in our toolbox and not the primary form of delivery. !
‘A long hard look at the effectiveness of virtual learning including honest |
gfeedback from students that have participated in virtual learning needs to

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Allyson M Perry ‘This would only take kids out of classroom and put them into services | ;Virtual instruction is
‘Marion County Schools ifor which students would not be held accountable. It is a waste of N ian option that creates
Fairmont WV ifunding, which could be used in our schools. flexibility and



:availability of
‘coursework. Each
‘county has the ability
éto create their own
‘policy regarding
tvirtual school and
select virtual school
éproviders.

‘Fulltime virtual
‘students are
éconsidered a fulltime
ipublic-school student
for funding and
:accountability
épurposes.

‘Virtual instruction is
‘an option that creates
flexibility and
‘availability of
‘coursework. Each
‘county has the ability
§t0 create their own
‘policy regarding
tvirtual school and

N select virtual school
éproviders.

2020-  Richard Morris
01-13  ‘Attorney
09:50:0 Legal Aid
Fairmont WV

Thls would only take kids out of classroom and put them into services
§for which students would not be held accountable. It is a waste of
§funding, which could be used in our schools.

)

‘Fulltime virtual
‘students are
éconsidered a fulltime
ipublic-school student
for funding and
éaccountability
‘purposes.

Renee Mahon If counties offer virtual learning, they should be able to keep those ;Virual instruction is
School Counselor

: istudents on their roster, so they do not lose mone N éan option that creates
‘Taylor County Middle ’ Y v Hflexibility and

o}
—
—_
I



School
Grafton WV

‘availability of
‘coursework. Each
‘county has the ability
éto create their own
‘policy regarding
tvirtual school and
select virtual school
éproviders.

‘Fulltime virtual
‘students are
éconsidered a fulltime
ipublic-school student
for funding and
:accountability
épurposes.

;Safeguards and
‘accountability
‘measures are in place
for all WV Virtual
;School coursework.
:Counties can address
'safeguards and
‘accountability :
émeasures in their local |
level policies 5

WV state code
\provides the ability
éand outlines
‘requirements for
‘counties to create a
épolicy detailing
tvirtual instruction for

gVirmal learning allows too many possibilities for cheating and unethical
‘work being done. There is no way to prove the student is doing or has
%done the work.

By allowing virtual learning, it will the door for more virtual classrooms
ito exist. Therefore lowering the need for classroom teachers and
rreducing jobs.

2020-
01-22
14:15:5

Kristabelle Collins
Teacher
Kenna WV

-1

2020-
i01-22
14:29:4

Alicia Kidd

teacher

Bridgeport High School
Bridgeport WV

%Virtual schools should not be extended to the elementary level. Early
gelementary students need to be obtaining social interaction skills. Who is
ifunding this program? Who is monitoring progress?

N

o



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘The virtual instructor
is the teacher of

2020- Jason Evans ! record unless it is
Teacher Department Chair Accountablllty is key. Who is the teacher of record? The Virtual Teacher

01-24 : : ‘blended coursework

! \Parkersburg South High ior a teacher back home? The teacher back home should not be setting  iN : )

110:56:1 | i . . ' ithat involves both the

: :School ithe grade in a Virtual School class. P . :
7 ‘virtual instructor and a
: Parkersburg WV : : -
ipublic home school
‘instructor

i1. Kindergarten
‘a. Virtual school should NOT begin this early as part of the K
gcurriculum is social interaction skills. Exactly how can that be achieved |
‘through a screen?
ib. Another skill is hand/eye coordination. How can that be achieved
ithrough a screen?
2 What is the contingency plan if a county does not have the fundsto |
iappoint a person to oversee the program?
i3. What is the contingency plan if a county does not have the funding to |
gappoint a person in every school to oversee the program? Is this another

WV state code

i 9 :
:burden placed on teachers? §provi des the ability

4 What is the contingency plan if a county does not have the funds to

12020-  Jenny L. Santilli : . . o :and outlines

01-24  {Teacher provide materials’ \ érequirements for
§13'55'3 §Harris:on County Schools What will monitoring entail? N gcounties to create a
H - - ; § . . 9 3 5

1 Bridgeport WV :a. Who will proctor exams/testing? policy detailing

ib. Who will enter grades?

5. Who determines whether or not a family is capable of monitoring
gtheir childrens online courses?

i6. What repercussions are there if families aren supervising their
ichildren?

i7. What repercussions are there if children do not complete the course?
8 What if families cannot afford a device and/or Internet?

9. If families choose that their children will take virtual classes onsite,
‘who will supervise them during the school day? What if the school
icannot accommodate that?

510 What happens when the legislature does not appropriate funding to
fthe virtual classroom? Will counties then be forced to pay?

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

virtual instruction for
K-12.



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Practices for

‘PEP plans are great in theory, but it is difficult to get parents to sign and completing the PEP

%Melanie Pinkerman ireturn them. Its also difficult to keep track of a paper copy especially

%2019— C line D ment gwhen a student transfers to other schools then back again. Is is possible | zre 1 O.CELI level

l12-1p  {ooubscling Lcpartmen ifor an electronic version to be built in to WVEIS? The homeroom (LeCISIONS.

{ {Chair o A/S :

:16:59:5 . . :advisor is supposed to keep track of these and make sure students and | : . .

5 {Huntington High . , . :After Policy 2510 1is |

: : : iparents {ill them out and sign. But, it usually falls on the school Pl oo

: {Huntington WV { . i . H{inalized, the PEP will :

{ :counselor to do them all along with the very long list of other duties ; :
! S ‘be updated and :

:assigned to us. L ) :
: :available online.
:Considering the options and variety of paths a student can take to : '

: :graduate with the new flex credit, the PEP policy needs to be updated so | :

5019- §Chuck Fuller that studen.ts will complete a 4 year hlgh school plan during Sth grade. After Policy 2510is |

: ‘Counselor :With the different options, waiting until 10th grade could easily put a e . _—

i12-16 | . . ‘finalized, the PEP will :

: ‘Woodrow Wilson High istudent in an unpleasant position of disqualifying options without being A/ S s ;

i08:47:5 ¢ i ; ibe updated and

' :School iaware of it. Annual review should continue in high school. - vailable online

: §Beckley WV It would be helpful if the PEP could be online in WVEIS and follow the )

gsmdent from school-to-school more easily and be accessed easily by
icounselors and administrators in SAT and IEP meetings.

:As an educator for the past eight years, I feel that the personalized plan

iis not a bad idea for education. However, I am concerned about :
ichanging the requirements of the social studies credits. While we should
ghelp all students have the best chance of success, I feel that not requlrlng
a "World History" credit is shortchanging a students education. In an

2019-  Samuel Vincent gever changing society, built on globalization, to not have a proper :

:12-26  Teacher iunderstanding of global histories and events leaves West Virginia

! \ . .. A/C :See Response 1
:11:58:3 {Wood County Schools istudents on an uneven playing ground. It is important to understand the

9 Parkersburg WV icivics of our country, the history of our country, but just as importantly,

ithe history of the world.

§With this in mind, [ believe that the social studies credits should remain
iat 4 required credits for graduation: 1 civics, 1 U.S. History, 1 World
History, and 1 other of the students choosing.

%2019_ %Maribeth Vincent As an educ.ator for the past 20+ years, [ feel itis an absol.ute necessity, is | :

1296  Teacher iin the best interest of the student and their overall education to continue

ito require them to have History REQUIREMENTS to INCLUDE: US  iA/C ‘See Response 1
112:58:5 iWood County Schools . . . . ! :

1 Parkerbure WV :History, Civics, AND World History. World History NEEDS to : =

& icontinue to be a Required History class. Please DO NOT allow our West |



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Virginia students to miss out on the importance of World History
ievents/information!!!

2020. §Mat.t Kelly _
01-05 iSocial Studies Teacher/ _ :
12?2 5.0 ‘Department Head No Comment. N

‘Morgantown High School
‘Morgantown WV

gnce again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE} has decided ' '
ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits

needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the

gWVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do }

iSocial Studies courses teach students about what has occurred

ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the '

istate we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary,

iand writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does |

ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue to say that we a :

striving for the best education system but in reality the policies being set

2020- | forth are hurting the students. I believe that the WVBOE should : _

§01—06 J acob Yocum gcontinue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the curriculum A/C See Response 3
07:18:4 Glenville WV :as such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary

4 Studies, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Studies content such :

§as Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
iCivics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
‘curriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
gstudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a :
:particular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people |
iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it :
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
gguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

WYV Universal Pre-K

§2020_ gwe need testing in preschoo.l. It lels don know thelr_names by J anuary éutiliz es The Early
01.06 [Susan gthen they need to.have 1:1 time with a teacher working on a skills so s Learning Reporting
iteacher ithey won get behind. N :
108:36:3 i : i : i : :System (ELRS) as the :
! thuntington wv ‘We need dyslexia type curriculum for all kids so when they fall though P ;
8 : ‘online platform where :

ithe cracks they will have something that will learn something. : . :
! ipre-k child assessment



idata is entered three
étimes avyear. Itis
‘developmentally
;inappropriate to test
épre—k children;
étherefore,
‘observational based
formative assessment |
‘methods and screeners |
are utilized to '
‘determine children’s
'strengths and potential
‘weaknesses. In '
‘addition, the

‘WVDE makes The
‘Phonological
;Awareness Literacy
:Screening (PALS)
éavailable, free of :
icharge, to classroom
s Pre-K through third :
égrade in West
\Virginia. PALS is a
'screening, diagnostic,
éand progress
émonitoring tool that
éprovides teacher
‘resources and ‘
éactivities to strengthen
instruction. :

Chris White I am against the measure to reduce the number of social studies credit
i01-10  Teacher thours needed for high school students. In the history of our society, a
107:28:1 Jefferson High School imore educated society with the knowledge of what came before and

‘Shenandoah Junction WV iwhat is currently happening in their world creates better opportunities

A/C éSee Response 1




.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ifor them to succeed in the modern climate. By reducing an hour off of
ithe currently required 4 credit hours, in addition to the decision
gpreviously to remove Social Studies from state-wide testing, this would
isend a message that social studies and its affiliated contents are not \
important. In order to have a better educated, more independent-thinking |
‘future adult, the current status of 4 credit hours for social studies must be |
gmaintained. We are in the business of helping to mold the futre 3
:generations and help all students achieve their full potential. Social !
‘Studies is vital to this effort. After all, those who do not study history are |
‘doomed (o repeat past mistakes. I hope the WV Board of Education \
gheeds that last sentence as it decided whether to further curtail
iexpectations for the social studies curriculum.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

o :Social Studies is an essential course for students in all grade levels.

12020-  {Erik Gardner i . oy s . |

iEvery other subject can be taught along with history to form connections :

i01-14  {Teacher i . .. ) ; :

: : : :and deepen student understanding. West Virginia should continue to {A/C :See Response 1
112:55:2 iRaleigh County Schools : . . . - ! :

' ' irequire students to earn four social studies credits in order to graduate. :

7 §Beckley wv Do what is right, not what is easy.

2020_ ....... ....................................... .................................................... R e e
01-14 {Carol Williams [ oppose any decrease in the requirements for Social Studies. Im : 5

i Ms. ‘repeating this because Im not sure my previous comment was in the A/C :See Response 1
113:08:2 : : :

0 ‘Shepherdstown wv «correct box. Thanks! :

2020- §Renee Mahon

01-14 :School Counselor :

1 59:3 §Taylor County Middle ‘PEPs are important and should be completed by counties. A/ S

4 School :

‘Grafton WV

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§2020_ P ; gStudents should only be allowed to take English 11, 12, or dual credit i :

01-16  imichele hine i . _ : :

iclasses to count as their core class, not other electives to count as these A/C iSee Response 10
115:56:0 Ranson West i : :

: ! iclasses ‘

3 =

%2020— gStudents should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their \ :

§01-23 §michele hine gEngliSh 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit AJC See R 10
102:09:4 Ranson West iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and ce Respose

9 idevalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is.

%2020— %michele hine §Students should not be allowed to take an elective to count as their AJC See Response 10
0123 Ranson West English 11 or 12 credit, it should be the class alone or a Dual Credit P



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

102:12:0 | iClass, not an elective. This demoralizes the sanctity of education and
3 ‘devalues what an 11th or 12 grade English CORE requirement is.

Endorse the FLEX scheduling.... We want students to be able to choose
! gscience as their final required credit in high school. Why should social | 5
‘Sherri McManaway ‘studies receive more emphasis in high school than science? Shouldn’t N :See Response 1
3 ffuture STEM majors be given the opportunity to count an additional \ 5

gscience course for graduation?

12020-  Nebraska Scotchie :

(1);_32,;1 5 gf)l;l;tlli iltas County BOE gCOuld you please clarily the role of FAFSA in the PEP process? A/C azﬁff;l:fe was
0 §Buckeye WV : \ 5
§§Glossary of Terms Comment
Matt Kell:
%2020_ §8001al Stu{hes Teacher/ : \
01-05 ¢ : :
1295:0 §Department He?.d §N0 Comment. N
9 ‘Morgantown High School :
Morgantown WV

ince again, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBOE) has decided

ito try and slide a reduction in the amount of Social Studies Credits

‘needed for students to graduate from four credits to three. Why must the |

‘WVBOE attack the fascinating subject that is history? Not only do \

§Social Studies courses teach students about what has occurred

ithroughout history but in many Social Studies classrooms across the !

state we as the teachers also teacher reading comprehension, vocabulary, |
‘and writing skills along with various other learning strategies. Why does
2020- ithe WVBOE and WV State Government continue (o say that we a ‘ :
§01—06 J acob Yocum gstrlvmg for the best education system but in reality the policies being set | AJC Sec Response 3
107:18:4 Glenville WV iforth are hurting the students. [ believe that the WVBOE should
4 ‘continue with the four Social Studies Credits but to set up the currlculum '

gas such; 9th Grade: US Studies/History, 10th Grade: US Contemporary
§Studles, 11th Grade: An Elective Course in Social Smdies content such
ias Psychology, Sociology, Geography, World History etc., 12th Grade:
‘Civics. Why must the WVBOE continue to attack the Social Studies
icurriculum? Instead of creating a better education system in the state,
‘outside educational lobbyists are pushing to continue the decrease in
istudents learning. Next time while considering to reduce credits in a
Eparticular field of study, create a survey and send out to everyday people



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iand have them answer questions concerning that particular field. If it
‘were social studies and you asked people ages 18-30 about Civics I can
gguarantee only around 10 percent would get a passing grade. We must
istop the attack on Social Studies!

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

iCounty school systems need a more concise definition of a “self-

icontained classroom” to allow for the effective implementation of SB |
§632, specifically as it pertains to placing video cameras in certain public A/C
ispecial education classrooms. SB 362 broadly defines a “self-contained
§classr00m and as further deﬁned in state board pohcy

2020-
01-13
109:38:4

‘Blaine Hess
§Superintendent

Jackson County Schools
Ripley WV

\Vic Fisher

President

‘WV Council of
§Administrat0rs of Special
Education

‘Clarksburg WV

%Donald Pauley
‘Scott Depot WV

J essica Criner

%Teacher

KCS

‘Saint Albans WV

I do not agree with the definition of lesson plans. Lesson plans are for
ithe teacher. The current definition should not be changed. Take it out.

§Thls comment is (o request the inclusion of a definition of "Self-
§C0nta1ned Classroom” temporarily within Policy 2510. SB 632 requires
ithe placement of cameras within all self-contained classrooms. Currently ;
ia definition of self-contained classroom does not exist in state policy. \
‘The language in SB 632 may not be consistently interpreted: "Self-
gcontained classroom means a classroom at a public school in which a
imajority of the students in regular attendance are provided special
ieducation and related services.
ggreater specificity to prevent confusion during implementation of this
isection of state code.

iAlthough Policy 2419 is a more natural fit for this definition, opening
ipolicy 2419 would result in a significant delay to the inclusion of a
§definition within state policy. Therefore, our organization recommends
ithe temporary placement of the definition within Policy 2510 and then
§1ts movement (o Pohcy 2419 when that pollcy is next opened for review.

" This definition could be enhanced by A/C

éDefinition was added
ito glossary.

éDefinition was added
to glossary.

I can also Say ‘that T am not a fan of how the definition of lesson plan has '
gbeen changed. I feel that the educator is the person best suited to \
imaintain what they feel is best for their class. Curriculum and !
ipresentation of the information should be in line with WV Code 18A-2- A/C
‘12, but the format and content should be that of the teacher. They ‘
%already have so much on their plate; let them determine what they need

iin there.

;See Response 9

éSee Response 9



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§Ar1ie Asbury

‘Teacher

‘Boone County Schools
§Hewett WV

§Tina Randolph
‘Teacher

‘Aft- KCS Employee
Saint Albans WV

‘Rosemary Jenkins
AFTWV
‘Charleston Wv

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Patricia Hamilton
§Teacher
%Education

‘Saint Albans WV

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§Heather Balser
§Member
§AFT—4444

‘Ashley Williams
‘Teacher
Spencer WV

§Teacher
‘Kanawha County Schools
§S0uth Charleston WV

§Ma.rilou McClung
‘Teacher

\Capital High School
§Sandyville \'AY

Michelle Gearhart
‘Charleston WV

§Eliminate the definition of lesson plans from the glossary or just state
ithe reference to the code only and nothing else.

gThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |
ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. :
(Charleston WV

gThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the
ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.

§“The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from
ithe policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else”.

gThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the !
ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.

gThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |
ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.

g“The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from
ithe policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else”.

{The definitions and requirements for lesson plans are covered under the
state code. Please either remove this from policy or only to refer to the A/C
icode.
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éSee Response 9

éSee Response 9

‘Teresa :
‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |

gpolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. ;See Response 9



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

%01—18 %Myla Davis The requirements for lesson plans are in state code. Remove this or AC See Response 9
110:59:0 Clothier WV {ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. P
1 ; :
T ................................................................. ....................................................................................................................................................................... ...................................................................................
01-18  Jacqueline suzette Jackson The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the A/C See Resnonse 9
111:00:4 Hurricane WV ;policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. : P
i1 ; :
T MlaDaVlS ...................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................... ............................ ———
01-18 ¢ Y iThe requirements for lesson plans are in state code. Remove this from |
iTeacher i ) IA/C :See Response 9
: Clothier WV gthe poly or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.

iCathy Davis
‘Marion County Schools
{Fairmont West

‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this or only

: A/C :See Response 9
rrefer (o state code. s

2020-  GregAllen L

§01—18 ‘Community Member The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the AC See Response 9
111:32:4 Putnam County Schools ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. P

9 Hurricane WV

§2020— §Stacy McPherson s : ‘

i01-18  Parent ‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the | A/C See Resnonse 9
111:39:2 Putnam County Schools ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. 3 P

1 Hurricane Wv

2020- | ; :

01-18  James Botkin “The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from AJC See Response 9
112:04:2 Poca West ithe policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else”. P

o ‘

2020_ \\\\\\\ SherryDotson ............................... ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
01-18  Teacher {The requirements for lesson plans are in state code, which should be AJC See Resnonse 9
§12:33:0 §B00ne County Schools followed. P

2 Foster WV : 7

§2020— §Allison Kessinger :

i01-18  Teacher iThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the A/C See Response 9

§13:00:0 §Kanawha County Schools ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.
8 \Charleston WV



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020- §Elizabeth Sirbaugh : : =

01-18 ¢ 8 ‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |

i Teacher o . {A/C :See Response 9
114:02:3 i ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. :

1 ‘Given WV ! :

2020_ ........ Jam1Hayes
01-18  Teacher The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the A/C See Resnonse 9
114:40:0 Public School ;policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. P

7 Bancroft West : '

\ \ éLesson Plans - The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. \ ‘ '
2020- Remove this from the policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing

: i : ielse. :

§01?18. §Ke1sha Runion Thompson ‘Adding extra work to include even more in lesson plans takes away from {A/C :See Response 9
115:27:2 SCOTT DEPOT West ! . . i ! :

: iplanning and data analysis by teachers. Teachers plan according to :

gstandards and every minute detail should not have to be present in those
idaily lesson plans.

(Gary A Wroblewski : :
Mr. Lessons plans are defined by state code not your policy please remove. A/C :See Response 9
‘Ceredo WV : : :

iSuzanne Rector

01-18 | The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the

! 1Second grade teacher I . A/C :See Response 9
117:54:4 :policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. : :

1 ‘Walton WV ! :

2020_ ........ CrystalAdkms .......................... ............................................................................................................................................ .........................
01-18  Sped Teacher {The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the | AJC See Response 9
118:39:0 AFT ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else™. P

6 Rivesville Wv :
%2020— §Emily Patterson

01-18  teacher ‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the | AIC See Response 9
121:55:5 Kanawha County Schools ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. P

5 iCharleston WV

:01-18  Sarah Duncan :18A-2-12 already defines lesson plans. This policy should omit this

122:08:5 Reedy WV «definition or simply refer to 18A. A/C §See Response 9



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020- §g§§f§jﬂf°‘lse LLesson Plans - State BOE policy 2510 has a disturbing definition
01-18 ¢ iincluded in the policy that is on public comment. The requirements for

{AFT Boone County . . .
Federation of Teachers ilesson plans are in state code. Remove this from the policy or ONLY

3 ! irefer to the code and nothing else

A/C ‘See Response 9
'St. Albans West '

01-19  Jeffrey Webb

08:20:4 §Belle West I find the definition of "lesson plan” here to be very troublesome. A/C éSee Response 9

%01—19 %Helen Durgin The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the AJC See Response 9
114:45:4 Winfield 63 ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. Comment p

%2020- §Shanda Boggess s

01-19  Teacher ‘The requirements for lesson plans are in state code. Remove this from
115:02:0 GWES ithe policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.

3 §Elean0r \YAY :

2020-  Jeff Durgin : :
01-19  (Citizen ‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |
115:04:3 (Community memeber ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. Thank you. :
3 ‘Winfield WV

AR R R A L AR L A L R A AR LR R AR L AR L R L R L AR L R L AR L AR LR R AR LR A AR LA AR LA A AR AR AL AR A AR AR AR A n s

gAm Landers . . :
§Thi1¥d Grade Teacher ““The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from

115:56:0 %Eleanor WV gthe policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else™.

A/C ;See Response 9

2020-  Sara Hampton :

01-20  Teacher iIn the lesson plan definition, [ do not agree with the addition. Please

| | i . A/C :See Response 9
108:57:4 iKanawha County Schools iremove the added requirements.
1 ‘South Charleston WV

gggﬁz Johnson In the lesson plan definition, I do not agree with the addition. Please

§10:14:0 : ‘remove the added requirements.

A/C éSee Response 9
'St Albans WV :

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020-  June Klassen {The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |
01-20 NBCT _§p011cy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. :



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

110:24:1 Kanawha County Schools :Lesson plans should serve only as guide for the teacher or substitute in
5 ‘Charleston WV ithe event of the teacher’s absence and nothing more.

§2020— J une Klassen ‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the
01-20 INBCT ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. ;
120:23:3 Kanawha County Schools iLesson plans should serve only as guide for the teacher or substitute in

4 §Charleston WV ithe event of the teacher’s absence and nothing more.

§2020— §H0pe Young

01-21  Teacher

108:14:4 'WVEA - SCMS

9 ‘South Charleston WV

2020-  Rachel Standish : :
§01_21 §teacher §Do not change the definition of Lesson Plans A/C éSee Response 9
108:15:0 Kanawha County Schools
4 ‘South Charleston WV
Vicki Hess %

AFT iplease leave lesson plan code as is. A/C ‘See Response 9
Hurricane WV

2020-  Michael Ludle ' ' :
i01-21  iTeacher !
§08:19:1 §Kanawha County Schools
2 ‘South Charleston WV

12020-  Rondia J Smith ; ‘ '
01-21  Teacher {Please remove the lesson plans definition out of the glossary .
1 1:16:4 §Kanawha County Teacher gThank you.

2 ‘Cross Lanes West 5

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

%Lesson Plans should not be changed. A/C éSee Response 9

: §Amber Brown . . .
§01—21 §Teacher iThe requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the
118:50:4 | ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else. !
: iCulloden West gp y J

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

' ' :[ don find it relevant to list specific learning targets when they are listed |
12020- ¢ . iin the major concepts. Also, some teachers teach several learning

: i{Cyndi Nelson : . . S

i iconcepts in one lesson; why should we list them individually? Also, I
i Ms. ; ; ) ;
110:23:0 | iwent to college to learn to write lesson plans. [ was hired for my skills

\ {Charleston West : . ) .
9 :and expertise. Why are we being micro managed? Do you tell surgeons

§h0w to do their jobs or just trust that they are?

A/C éSee Response 9



2020-  Christie : ; '
101-22  iteacher {Please remove any language in Policy 2510 about lesson plans. The law |
%12:07:3 %Fayette County Schools 1s clear in 18-A, is codified, and needs no further explanation. ‘
5 ‘Ansted WV :

12020-  Rachael Copley : | ‘
§01—22 §Teacher {Please remove the definition, from the glossary, of lesson plans with the
%12:28:0 %Kanawha County Schools gadded items.
6 ‘Cross Lanes WV :

2020—CherylEvans ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
01-22  Teacher ‘The definition and requirements for lesson plans are covered in state
114:14:5 School icode. Please either remove this from policy or only refer to code.

7 Dunbar WV : : :
2020-  Amy Nutter ; :
%01-22 %Teacher . glPlease remove any langqage in Policy 2510 about lesson plans. The law AJC See Response 9
:14:17:0 Gauley Bridge Elementary s clear in 18-A, is codified, and needs no further explanation.
7 ‘Gauley Bridge WV

A/C :See Response 9

§01—22 §Scott Rice The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the A/C See Response 9
117:17:5 Hurricane WV ‘policy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else”. P

§01—22 %Kendra The definition of lesson plans doesn’t need to be added to this policy
118:47:3 Poca WV ‘because lesson plans are already clearly defined in state code.

12020-  Stephen Reedy

0122 Na

119:25:1 Putnam County schools
9 §Leon Wv

§2020— §Valerie Zornes :
01-22  Teacher ‘The definition and requirements for lesson plans is covered in state code. |
119:29:1 School Please either remove this from the policy or only refer to the code. :
2 Pratt WV :

2020-  Jennifer Hunt : 3 :
§01—22 §Teacher The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the A/C See Response 9
122:01:3 :AFT WV ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.
0 ‘Clendenin WV ‘ :



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘The requirements for lesson plans is in state code. Remove this from the |
ipolicy or ONLY refer to the code and nothing else.

! Loana Hoffman
122:26:3 Spencer WV

.......................................................................................

‘Patricia Hamilton
! §Teacher

109:37:5 School

3 Pract WV

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

'Valerie Zornes
; §Teacher
09:39:3 School

9 Praitt WWWV

12020-  iValerie Zornes : : :
%Teacher ‘
109:40:2 School

3 Pratt WWWV

§Valerie Zornes

‘ ‘Teacher !
109:41:0 School

2 Pratt WWWV

§Pam Armold

: ‘Teacher
§11:02:2 §AFT

3 §Charleston \'AY

§F0r some reason administration scems to constantly attack a teacher’s |
‘professionalism by demanding information on lesson plans that does not |
thelp in any way the instruction in the classroom. Teachers have very

%Please remove the definition of lesson plans from the glassily A/C

%Please remove the definition of lesson plans from the glossary. A/C éSee Response 9

%Please remove the definition of lesson plans from the glossary. A/C éSee Response 9

EPIease remove the definition of lesson plans from the glossary. A/C éSee Response 9

gLesson Plan Definition needs to be removed from the glossary. Itis
icovered in State Law and needs removed.

2020-
101-23
11:41:2

%Sam Brunett

§Classr00m Teacher/Local
President

‘Monongalia Co
Schools/AFT WV
‘Morgantown WV

little time to plan as it is. The proposed language defining Lesson Plans
iis cumbersome and will burn valuable minutes that could otherwise be |
wused to actually plan for instruction. Therefore the definition should read |
ias follows: :

A/IC

gLesson Plan- serves as a daily guide for teachers and substitutes for the
‘orderly presentation of the curriculum in accordance with WV Code

18 A-2-12. Format and contents of the daily lesson plans are developed : :
gand written by the teacher.

éSee Response 9



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Tega Tone . . .
§Te§cher y iL.esson Plan- serves as a daily guide for teachers and substitutes for the

§01—23 { lorderly presentation of the curriculum in accordance with WV Code

§Fayette County Board of {18A-2-12. Format and contents of the daily lesson plans are developed
: ‘Education : .
18 ! . iand written by the teacher

A/C éSee Response 9
Oak Hill WV '

{Amy Vickers
‘Teacher

i11:47:3 §Kearneysville WV %of the lesson plan is already clearly defined in statute.

§The definition of the lesson plan is unnecessary. The purpose and needs
: P Y purp A/C :See Response 9

%Lisa Cunningham The Glossary ehould inch_lde a defin_ition of "s_elf—contained classroom” '
§Director of Special as re_ferenced in Senete Bill 632 which states in pe.rt, "...a classroom at a } L
} E ducation ;public school in which a majority of the students in regular attendance AC §Def1n1t10n was added |
11:52:4 §Jaekson County Schools are provided special education instruction AND AS FURTHER :to glossary :
§Ripley WV DEFINED IN STATE BOARD POLICY.” Neither policy 2510 or :

ipolicy 2419 provide a definition of this term.

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12020-  Pamela Estep

01-23  Kindergarten Alde/ECCAT
112:08:2 AF :
3 {Charleston WV

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12020-  Krystal McConihay
01-23  Teacher 4th Grade
112:14:0 WVEA

1 ‘Charleston WV

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2020- | Lesson Plan- serves as a daily guide for teachers and substitutes for the
%01—23 %Shirley Skaggs ‘orderly presentation of the curriculum in accordance with WV Code
112:21:2 Charleston WV %18A 2-12. Format and contents of the daily lesson plans are developed
3 :and written by the teacher.

A/C :See Response 9

§2020— §The elaboration of the term Lesson Plans is unnecessary - Teachers are _

i01-23  Melinda Owens ‘educated professionals and currently use the CSOs to guide their lesson

! ! : A/C :See Response 9
i13:13:0 Scott Depot WV :plans and pacing guides. The continued micromanagement of teachers i in |

i1 ithe state is one of the reasons we have a current teacher Shortage '

%2020— %Matthew Thomas §Lesson Plan- serves as a dally gu1de for teachers and substitutes for the '
§01—23 Mr gorderly presentation of the curriculum in accordance with WV Code AJC See Response 9
i13:37:3 NEA :18A-2-12. Format and contents of the daily lesson plans are developed |

) ‘Culloden West iand written by the teacher. : :



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

%Dayna Miller
‘Charleston WV

B ecky Tucker
‘Teacher
§Teacher
‘South Charleston WV

iPlease remove or revise the lesson plans section from the glossary. A

llesson plan is a simple guide for substitutes to use when a teacher is

gabsent. Teachers use lesson plans to help organize their day. Teachers

iare professionals and should be allowed to decide what goes into our A/C
{lesson plans. What has happened to teacher autonomy? We should not

‘have to list the standards we are teaching and the specific learning : :
§targets in a lesson plan. Again, a lesson plan is a guide!

‘Take out the lesson plan definition A/C

ESee Response 9

éSee Response 9

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

[Kaylah Carnell
‘Charleston WV

Lesson plans are used as a guide for a substitute. They are used to track
iand guide me through my instruction. I should reserve the right to
‘construct my lesson plans as needed for my students and myself. What
‘ever happened to teacher autonomy?

gRemove the definition of lesson plans. A/C

gThe definition of Lesson Plans does not need to be included in the :
‘Glossary of Terms in this policy. It is clearly defined in statute and what {A/C
is included in the policy is not compatible with what is in code. :

éSee Response 9

éSee Response 9

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

12020- %Megan Parsons
§01-23 §2nd grade teacher
§15 A45:3 §Ruffner Elementary
6 {Charleston WV
2020-  Dale Lee

01-23  'WVEA President
116:06:0 ‘WVEA

3 ‘Charleston WV
2020-  Jane Duffy

01-23  Teacher

‘Kanawha County
Saint Albans WV

J ulianna Santos

‘Teacher

§L0gan County Board of
Education

‘The definition of lesson plans does not need to be changed. Please leave |
‘it the way it is stated currently. It should state that Lesson Plan-serves as
éa daily guide for teachers and substitutes for the orderly presentation of
ithe curriculum in accordance with WV Code 18A-2-12. Format and
icontents of the daily lesson plans are developed and written by the
‘teacher. Thank you. :
:Please do not change the definition of “lesson plans™. I believe that the
‘definition should be : “Lesson Plan- serves as a daily guide for teachers |
‘and substitutes for the orderly presentation of the curriculum in AIC
gaccordance with WV Code 18A-2-12. Format and contents of the daily
llesson plans are developed and written by the teacher.

N
H
3
3
H
H
N
H
5
H
H
N

éSee Response 9

;See Response 9

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Andy Bird ‘
Hurricane WV

Lesson Plan- serves as a daily guide for teachers and substitutes for the

. ; i ) : ‘See Response 9 5
orderly presentation of the curriculum in accordance with WV Code p



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

118 A-2-12. Format and contents of the daily lesson plans are developed
_§and written by the teacher.

§Kathy Hudson '
‘member

§AFT
§Charleston WV

il am writing in regards to Definition of a Lesson Plan in the Glossary of |
gTerms in Policy 2510. Lesson plans are intended to serve as a daily

iguide for teachers and substitutes for the orderly presentation of the
icurriculum. This is in accordance with WV Code 18A-2-12. Any items, A/C
gsuch as those stated in the Glossary of Terms of Policy 2510, which are
ot required to serve as a guide to the teacher or substitute for daily
iinstruction should not be required in the daily lesson plan.

§Kathy Hudson
‘member

AFT
§Charlest0n \AY

\ Cindy Wentz : : '
‘Special Education Teacher
Kanawha County Schools

§Charleston WV

In this section you are addressing Lesson Plans, the new addition is a

iwonderful change and will help teachers in their guided and planning :
iprocess. We are asking for 3 simple things to be included, if lesson plans
gare missing those components they we are going to be offering less than *
igreat instruction to our students. Lesson plans should serve as a guide
ifor all that need them, including the teacher who should be able to look
‘back and have an idea of what has already been covered in their
gclassroom.

2020-
01-24
06:12:1

2020-

%Robin Jarvis
§Teacher
'WEMS
‘Walton West

Randy A Shamblin
Belle WV

%Adam Feazell

‘Assistant Principal
‘Hampshire High School
§R0mney WV

MARGARET LOGAN

Teacher

i H
i §
i i
i01- i
H H
i i
i i
i i
H H

gPlease remove the definition of lesson plans from the glossary !!! A/C

%Please remove the definition of lesson plans from the glossary. A/C

H
5
H
H
s
N
H
5

éSee Response 9

éSee Response 9

éSee Response 9

%Lesson plans serve as a daily guide for the teacher or substitute. If a '
iteacher is using teaching materials approved and adopted by county and {A/C

;See Response 9 :
state then that information is already provided. The teacher need only |



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

107:09:3 Putnam County Schools ‘provide this information if they are not using state and county approved |

9 §Liberty WV _§and adopted teaching materials.

2020-  Aaron Smith § '
01-24  Parent/Teacher DO NOT CHANGE Lesson Plan definition. Too much paper work as | AJC See R 9
109:36:5 Winfield High School is!! ©e Response

2 ‘Winfield WV : ‘ :

2020-  Jenny L. Santilli 3 ;
:01-24  Teacher ‘Why are there only prescribed credits for grades 9 and 107 How will you | AJC High school chart has
§13:55:3 §Harrison County Schools gensure that upon graduation students have a well-rounded transcript? ‘been clarified :

‘The following form email Dear Assistant Superintendent Barth,
iwas sent by the following !

iindividuals: EPlease consider the following comments as you review Drait Policy
‘Michael Donnellly 2510.
Jessica Whisner z
Lori Keller L agree with Comments made by The Home School Legal Defense A/C :
:Cybil Jones :Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.
; : i :See Response 14
:Paula Legg 5
‘Miranda Herdman ‘Please '
:Mr. & Mrs. Jason and
:Amanda Moore : 1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy” from Policy 2510. State

: ‘Tina Barkley ‘code already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school

§2020_ ;Cindy Horton Esystem to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create

0123 :Mr. & Mrs. Nancy and iunnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between :

:Glenn Carlson ‘parents and school authorities over homeschooling. )

! o : Response 15:
Flizabeth Bennet ‘Counties will have a
‘Chrystal Showalter 2. Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The .
; L . thome school policy
‘Paul Scott iintent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the template available to |
:Barb Kendall ipublic-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could P
: . : . . :them as they develop
iCatherine Corns icause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but hei . ;
: o . . itheir policy.
‘Kenneth Borsman idesiring to continue homeschooling. 3
:Mr. & Mrs. Bret Woerz AJS '
‘Tracie Parker 3. Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public- |
;Stephanie Meadows éschool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
:Gary Talstein :coursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
Jennifer Oliver thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails

;Lee Rodriquez to recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational



...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘Mr. & Mrs. Chris Weekley model People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public

éMr & Mrs. Damien §School If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.
:Cleveland :

‘Mr. & Mrs. Bob Piotrowski 4 Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
‘Heather Chandler §guideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
éWalter York éguideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause

John Zepeda ‘confusion across the counties.

‘Erika Zepeda ‘
‘Charles Zepeda 5.Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rulemaking 1f
;Ka.ra Milinovich Enotlce 1sn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy. ‘

" DearDr.Bamh., e

After careful review of the draft [ must express my great concern
Eregarding the concept of an "exit policy”. State code already exists that
'specifically addresses exiting the public-school system to begin
Ehomeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create unnecessary
Econfusion and likely result in increased conflict between parents and :
Eschool authorities over homeschooling. We must minimize conflict, not
increase it. ‘

;The following email was The phrase "transferring the student into the county” must be clarified.

§sent by Stephanie E. §The intent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into

2020- . .. . See Responses 14 and
01-24 :Butcher ithe public-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could | AJC 1 5

;Chair, WVHEA écause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but

‘desiring to continue homeschooling.

;Finally, I'd like to address the issue of creating a system for
éhomeschoolers entering public school during the high school years. The
EWVDE should create a template or rubric regarding home educated
Estudents seeking to enter the public school system that is fair to all
'youngsters that all 55 counties can use to guide them. No one favors \
élocal control more than I but statewide guidelines will benefit everyone. |

I enjoyed meeting in person and the phone call we had last year. I am
éwilling to help work on these guidelines. The youngsters of West



..........................................................................................

‘Virginia all deserve an equal access to all educational services provided
by state and county government. [ know you will seriously consider '
ithese comments and hope you know I am willing to be of assistance.

2020-
01-23

éThe following email was
ésent by Jeannie Mills
;Dunbar, WV

§Dear Assistant Superintendent Barth,

‘The 55 individual counties should not be allowed to create policies to
Eregulate and maintain. I believe this will create more conflict between
thomeschool families and the Board of Education. Keeping a unified,
state policy would be much more efficient.

I would also like to add a comment to HSLDA recommendation of
irecognition of high school credits obtained through homeschool by the |
\public school when the student is considering entering the public school !
ésystem. I have two children, both left the public school system starting |
iin 6th grade. We chose to homeschool for many reasons, one of which
‘was the low performance level of the middle school they would attend !
:and we could not afford private school. One of my children decided that !
éhe would have considered going to the public high school for his junior
§and senior year; however, as state law stands currently, he would have §A/C
‘been placed in 9th grade as his homeschool high school credits would
not be recognized by the State of WV. He has excelled on his
éstandardized tests every year and so placing him in the 9th grade would
inot have been fair. He deserves to be given credit for the hard work he
thas performed, regardless of where his studies took place.

EPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy
2510.

I agree with Comments made by The Home School Legal Defense
‘Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.

EPlease

éSee Responses 14 and
15



...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- 1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy" from Policy 2510. State
Ecode already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
isystem to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create
wunnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between
éparents and school authorities over homeschooling.

2 Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
‘intent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
‘public-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
Ecause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
‘desiring to continue homeschooling.

3. Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
éschool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
‘coursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails

éto recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational
:model. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public '
ischool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

4 Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
iguideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
‘ouideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause
Econfusion across the counties.

5 Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rulemaking 1f
EHO[ICC 1sn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy. :

‘Dear Assistant Superintendent Barth,

Th e following email was EChanging the rules for exiting public school and entering home school is
12020- <ent by Ellen Harrison ‘of great concern to West Virginians who home school. The law is See Responses 14 and
5 y ‘already clear regarding how this should be done, and I fear that allowing | A/C 15

01-23
‘each county to make up their own rules will not only cause unnecessary
‘confusion from county to county, but there may be some county boards
‘of education that view home schooling unfavorably. This would create

;Martinsburg, WV



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘an unnecessary hurdle for the exiting students within that county, and
écould be seen as a form of retribution. Please do not consider changing
this law. :
It's also requested that the State Board of Education team up with Home |
:School Legal Defense Association to advance a plan for all counties to
éuniformly furnish a rule for home schooled students to re-enter the West
‘Virginia public school system, and to fairly consider the ’
taccomplishments of each home schooled student on a case-by-case

basis.

EYour consideration of this as well as the statements of the Christian
‘Home Educators of West Virginia is greatly appreciated.

EPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy
:2510.

I agree with Comments made by The Home School Legal Defense
‘Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.

éPlease

1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy” from Policy 2510. State
‘code already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
'system to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create
‘unnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between
éparents and school authorities over homeschooling.

2. Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
‘intent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
Epublic—school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
‘cause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
‘desiring to continue homeschooling.

3 Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-

ischool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant

‘coursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a

‘homeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails : : :
ito recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational |




....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

émodel. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public
ischool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

4. Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
‘euideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
éguideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause
‘confusion across the counties.

5 Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rulemaking 1f
mnotice isn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy. ‘

EDear Assistant Superintendent Barth, ‘ ‘ |

éMy wife and [ have homeschooled our child for 6 years. His interest in
ischool work improved for the better almost overnight. We use
‘standardized testing every year. He has scored in the 95 percentile or
Ehigher every time.

‘Our child is involved in 4H and church activities. We make sure he is
linvolved with kids his age and he has a good social life. \
‘This bill would make homeschooling virtually impossible as each county
éwould different rules that would override the state laws and create
istatewide confusion.

{In this country we have freedoms and this bill will stifle the right and

2000- The following email was Efre(?dorr.ls of parents to choose the education they believe is right for : See Responses 14 an d
0193 isent by Ed Ledlow ;theu‘ children. . . AJC 15
:Renick, WV ‘Thank you for your consideration.
: ‘Respectiully, ' '
‘Ed Ledlow
Renick, WV

EPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy
i2510.

I agree with Comments made by The Home School Legal Defense
;Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.

éPlease



...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- 1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy" from Policy 2510. State
Ecode already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
isystem to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create
‘unnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between
éparents and school authorities over homeschooling.

2 Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
‘intent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
‘public-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
Ecause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
‘desiring to continue homeschooling.

3. Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
éschool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
‘coursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails

éto recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational
:model. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public '
ischool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

4 Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
iguideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
‘ouideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause
Econfusion across the counties.

5 Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rulemaking 1f
EHO[ICC 1sn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy. :

:Dear Assistant Superintendent Barth,

It is very obvious that homeschooling is under attack by school

‘authorities. It is strongly recommended that the wording of Draft Policy :

‘25 10 be amended to prevent any further tension between homeschooling | A/C
ifamilies and the Boards of Education. Allowing 55 counties (o create

‘their own "rules and requirements” is not only nonsensical but also

Eunethical.

The following email was
2020-  isent by Mr. & Mrs. Richard :
01-23  Cottle

;Lookout, WV

See Responses 14 and
15



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

éPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy
2510.

I agree with the comments made by The Home School Legal Defense
;Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.

éPlease:

' 1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy” from Policy 2510. State
écode already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
isystem to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create
'unnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between
éparents and school authorities over homeschooling.

2 Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
‘intent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
Epublic—school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
icause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
‘desiring to continue homeschooling.

3 Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
ischool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
‘coursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
‘homeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails ‘
éto recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational :
imodel. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public ‘
ischool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

4 Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
‘guideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
‘guideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause
Econfusion across the counties.

5 .Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rule-making
il notice isn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘The following email was i . . : :
2020- ¢ . iDear Assistant Superintendent Barth, :See Responses 14 and :
0103 isent by Heather Biedler AJC 15 :
‘Martinsburg, WV



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

éPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy
2510.

;Please

1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy"” from Policy 2510. This is
‘already addressed in state law, and 55 different county policies will only
écause confusion for no effective purpose.

2 Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
\intent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
‘public-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
‘cause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
édesiring to continue homeschooling.

3. Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
éschool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
‘coursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails !
éto recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational
‘model. :

‘Dear Assistant Superintendent Barth,

éCreating a policy that allows each county to write their own protocol for
‘children exiting the public school system, in favor of homeschooling,
‘would create confusion and unnecessary tension between parents and the |
écounty BOE's. State law already addresses children exiting the public

éThe following email was ischool system, the procedures are efficient and easy to follow. Allowing

§2020— o1 ifor 55 varying policies would create havock, be a burden on both parents | See Responses 14 and
! isent by Mikki Larch : F . s
01-23 Hurricane. WV :and county officials, and is complete unnecessary. A/C 15

EPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy
2510.

I agree with the comments made by The Home School Legal Defense
‘Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

EPlease:

1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy” from Policy 2510. State
‘code already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
'system to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create
Eunnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between
‘parents and school authorities over homeschooling.

2. Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
éintent seems (0 be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
ipublic-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
‘cause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
Edesiring to continue homeschooling.

3 Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
'school system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
écoursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails
to recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational |
‘model. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public ‘
éschool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

4 Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
:guideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
‘guideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause

§c0nfusi0n across the counties.

5 .Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rule-making
il notice isn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy.

EDear Assistant Superintendent Barth, ‘

EIn my opinion, there are quite a few superintendents that will deny

The following email was | _ :
:2020- greceive d by Melissa Cla -homeschool requests. There are already laws in place and to change ‘See Responses 14 and
5 Y Y éthem could adversely impact a lot of children. A/C 115 5

§01'23 Philippi, WV
: éPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy
12510.



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

I agree with Comments made by The Home School Legal Defense
‘Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.

EPlease

1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy” from Policy 2510. State
‘code already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
'system to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create
éunnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between
iparents and school authorities over homeschooling.

2. Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
éintent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
‘public-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
‘cause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
;desiring to continue homeschooling.

3 Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
'school system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
écoursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails
to recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational |
‘model. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public ‘
éschool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

‘4. Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
‘ouideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
Eguideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause
‘confusion across the counties.

5 .Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rulemaking if
notice isn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy. ’

‘The following email was  {Dear Assistant Superintendent Barth,

%2020_ éreceived by Mr. & Mrs. éSee Responses 14 and
i01-23  iBryce Timberlake :[ have homeschooled my six children in Jefferson County for the last gA/C 15

‘Shenandoah Junction, WV étwenty years. In that time, it has been a real pleasure working with our



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

écounty's BOE. The homeschooling laws are clear and, honestly, do not
ineed to be further altered.

éPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy
2510.

I agree with Comments made by The Home School Legal Defense
;Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.

éPlease

1 1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy” from Policy 2510. State
‘code already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
Esystem to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create
unnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between
éparents and school authorities over homeschooling.

2 Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
iintent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
‘public-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
écause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
‘desiring to continue homeschooling.

3. Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
Eschool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
icoursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails |
to recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational
émodel. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public
ischool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

4. Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
éguideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
iguideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause
‘confusion across the counties.

5 Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rulemaking 1f
notice isn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy.



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

;Dear Assistant Superintendent Barth, ‘ l |

EHomeschooling 18 a necessary option for concerned parents in Brooke
:County, WV, due to the poor quality of education being provided to
istudents here by the public school system.

I implore you to please consider the following comments as you review
:Draft Policy 2510.

I agree with Comments made by The Home School Legal Defense
;Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia.

EPlease
1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy” from Policy 2510. State

_ _ écode already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
‘The following email was isystem to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create

%2020_ greceived by Linda unnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between éSee Responses 14 and
01-23  Viderman ‘parents and school authorities over homeschooling. A/IC 15 5

‘Wellsburg, WV 5
2. Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
lintent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
‘public-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
écause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
‘desiring to continue homeschooling.

3. Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
Eschool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
‘coursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails |
‘to recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational
Emodel. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public :
ischool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

4 Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a | : ;
‘guideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providinga |



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘ouideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause
iconfusion across the counties.

5 .Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rulemaking if
motice isn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy. :

:Dear Assistant Superintendent Barth,

‘Two of our four girls have successfully completed homeschool, one
éwent on to become a nurse and our second is in college for her BSN in
Biology as a first step to becoming a Veterinarian. Praise God, first of
all, for giving us the privilege to be an integral part of the education of
‘our children. Having our state and county working to legislate the fair
étreatment of those who homeschool and decide to exit or enter public
:school should be done to reflect to our children that their best good is
‘enmeshed in the laws being created rather than working against them.
EPlease do what is right and fair as you legislate.

éPlease consider the following comments as you review Draft Policy

‘ 25 10.
The following email was )
12020- ‘et by Suzanne Clavion I agree with Comments made by The Home School Legal Defense :See Responses 14 and ¢
01-24 Y ¥ ‘Association and Christian Home Educators of West Virginia. A/IC ‘15 :
;Spencer, \AY

5 EPlease

: 1. Remove the concept of an "exiting policy” from Policy 2510. State
‘code already exists that specifically addresses exiting the public-school
Esystem to begin homeschooling. Creating 55 county policies will create
wunnecessary confusion and likely result in increased conflict between
‘parents and school authorities over homeschooling.

2 Clarify the phrase "transferring the student into the county”. The
{intent seems to be to address a homeschool student transferring into the
‘public-school system, but this is unclear. The current wording could
\cause confusion for a homeschool student moving into the county but
Edesiring to continue homeschooling.



3. Create fairness for transferring a homeschool student into the public-
Eschool system. Many students who homeschool have done significant
‘coursework that should be recognized. Not giving credit for work in a
thomeschool setting is an unnecessary punishment of the child and fails
to recognize that homeschooling is a legitimate and effective educational :
Emodel. People have many reasons for wanting to re-enroll in public :
ischool. If they choose to do so relevant work should be considered.

4. Consider developing a template policy for homeschool (re)entry as a
éguideline for counties. The state can help the counties by providing a
‘guideline to reduce unnecessary differences which could cause
‘confusion across the counties.

5 Establish adequate public notice requirements for county rulemaking 1f
notice isn't already required by law or other WVBE Policy.

RO SECTION L6406 N The state board only
; isets the minimum
WORLED LANC DEPARTMENT requirements for
‘graduation. Counties
High School Credis o Graduoate ‘have the ability (o
- Why only 22 credits 1o graduate when companies are élncrease and {
tetling us they want globally competent citizens Wi can gpersonahze addltlonal
think, solve problems and be creative? ‘graduation '

‘requirements. The

: : - How do less credits and less rigoy make owr 3s rpore prepared ST ;

: : = ty of L

: . : : ; imajority of counties
2000 iThe following email was | for bife alter gradoation? Ao y2 4

- : e . require 24 or more

0122 :sent by Tonya Blackburn - Students showdd need 26 credits (0 graduoate: gcrg dits for graduation

DI' JE:IlIly L. Santilli o 4 seience -

: : o4 math

a4 social strcdies (Farly US History, Conternporary US History,

World Cultures and Civies)
o4 English
ci Pl
o 1 Fine Arts
o 1 Health
od PP




pares .qu

Math

o Math ¥ ¥ Y should be eliminated
A/S
Waorld Language - Seal of Billteracy :

- How will proficiency he assessed?
- Who adrninisters the assessment?
- Who pays for the assessment?

Social Studies

- Barly and i'l(mtempor:;zn‘v US Histary should not be

-~

ombined; oo much information in the 2 individual courses AJC

BOW

-

- Waorld Cningres should be requuived; how can we enable Ss

3

i be globaily competent citizens f they don't stndy other

- The following should be requuired for graduation: Barly US

History, Comtemporary US History, World Coliores and

{AVies.

s your goat to pre p.ﬂe cags for the mdonstrial wheel who won't
think for themselves?

Enghsh
gA/C

- 55 peed English 11 and 12 a8 they are vertically
Wii‘h G and 100 prepare students for :he fnfore.

veative should not be a substitute Tor English 11 or 132
as the knowledge and skills aren't comparable.

Y
TR

» Whoe will be teaching the Parenting Skills ¢lass? N

‘Pilots will take place
‘this fall across the
'state to ensure an
‘adequate system is in
iplace.

éSee Response 3

éSee Response 10

‘State code requires all
'schools to offer a :
écourse in parenting.
‘Policy 2510 states

‘that it is up to the
principal and a team
éof teachers at that
ischool to determine
‘the adequate time ‘
needed for students (o



- Dxaes the T need to be certified? rreach mastery of a
< What if vour ‘ima} doesn't have a Family and Consuner églven course.
e w 457

S0ty

)
&
W
hS
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r-i
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P20
e
45
e
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i
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Minutes of Instruction
< Wha deternunes how minutes of mastery are needed
than 817

- How will § be determined?

if leg

<]

Who will design the assessment?
OWho will admraster the asgesament?

- Who will pay for the agsessment?

FROM SOCIAL SIVDIES DEPARTMENT
« We are against cutling the reguivements down {rom four
o three
- We believe that cutting world history as a required
course iv detrimental to our students i their
uwnderstanding of not just history, bui also Enghsh
comrses. Students need a sobid backyround in world
events that have led to where we are in the 21st
coniury.
- We disagree with turming US Higtory into a
connprehensive course. There s sonply o much vitally
arporiant wformation i US History to do it in one
course. The American Revolotion, Constitation, Civid
War, World Wars I&H, the civil rights movernent, and
the Vietnam era would pot gei the dedwcated {ime they
deserve.
- We believe Civies should remain a senior course as many
of our stndends witl be ehgible fo vote that vear and we
warntt io provide them with the tools they need to be

mfelligent volers and engaged ciizens.




E*RUM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
Fnghsh- reconmmend Eang 910,11 requived with chotce of

+
En

Fnglish Hlecuve Sentor vear. (Recomumend technical

writing for STEM studen 18}

Math - as ig

Science- With only three reqpuired sciences we do not wand
CTE courses to count as a graduation eredit i science. They
may count as electives only

World language- how will the bibieracy of a student be
deternuned for credit exemption Social Studies- defer o
soctal studies depariroent

PE - course requiired no credits through sports. Coaches

should not be determining academic grade

F ROM THFE ARTS DEPARTMENT

: LElex Credit” should be able {o be applied to any area of
study and not hmited.
2 PH shoudd not be "extracwmowday” . Sporis/Band shouldd
it be able o be gsed o fulfidl the PR oredit

i AR Pual Credit Aris eredits should not he permitte
fuifiil the | oredit requirernent for the

j
o

Arts. They should be part of the PEF oy flex credits.
CArts offerin gs/options are notdefined

FROM HEALIIDEPARTMENT

R

Prg: Also concerped a’bom not baving a requiced Hag

that wondd feach how 1o write a tenn paper.
Social Studies: E’:mpe:pssibia to §if all history that students
need into | comprehensive course. Students will nod have
hackground needed for Civies with this p@hcy

Pi: Mo jk}t concern with how grading scale across the state &



extracurnciar PR Alsa, how will thecoach give grades? What

ol

)

will be the standards they go by? Do thetr standards have to be

approved? We as teachers are held accountable for owr grading

O

sysiem - who is going to hold this coach accountable. PE has

FROM ENGIISH DEPARTMENT

While we value student choice and the merits of English
electives, electives do oot replace the rigor of and skilis gained
in requirad Dnglish couvrses. Stodents gaun valoable critical

reading and writing skills that baald vear upon vear (in Bnglish

Yth and b grade will leave stndenis with an incomplete

XPETICTICE

Research siilis are uilf vpon as studenis advance throngh
the grades, cuh‘nimﬁtmg in the abidity o write for both

Kl

academic and real-life endeavors, Elinnnat }"{0 LW years o

rasy

¥

English classes Wimiu dmraasc students

ading opportemirics and culinral

b1

CHPOSUNS £0

fteracy for our sin 01 2N popu‘;‘ai;‘m}.

SECTION 126-142-7 SCHOOT BESPONSIBILITITS

FROM WORLD LANGUAGE

s Who will deferroine that pedagogy s
evidence/research based?
= Who will deteromine that the research yself 1s

;
i
;
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
H " o . . . . -
H b Y 9 o - ) * - . - P - - s - P

i : i erircacs fherefnrm olim nat no reniiired B cOTIrea e atter
H H : COUrECE] WOICIone, CUimnaung rogiiycd Cgiisn COUrses #igy
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
i
i
i
;
;
;
i
i
;
;
;
i



i

vaiid and rebable?

¢ Does the rescarch have to be published in a pec
reviewed journal?

¢ [Does a teacher's own experience with
hisfher stadents count as acceptable
research?

= Will teachers be burdened wih vet another
dutv proving thal what they do works?

s Dven assessments aligned with the
curriculumn cannot by nabire "drive
instructional improvement”, Assessmoenis
shonw what stzdents know and can do.
However, assessments can infomm futre
pedagogical and cwrricuiar
decisions.

= A formative process shall be gsed inall
grades” is pnclear. Is o refernng to state

standardized resting or to each cotrea? 8 it
place studenus inremedial

or more challenging classes?

SELCTHON 126:42.9 COUNIT BOARD OF EDIICATION MEMBER
(LBENG RESPOMSIRIE TTES

FROM SOCIAL SIVDIES

We also believe that maling dual enroliment courses a
weighted grade s a misfake. This would severely hort our
APAB courses. These dual envoliment courses simply do
nol have the same rigor that cur AP courses do. Statistic
ally, students who take AP courses outperforn dual

enrollment stodenis at the sndversity level.

FROM SUCIENUE DEPARTMENT AND MATH DEPARTMENT

AP conm




FROM WORLD JANGUAGE

Shonidd now be awarded o dual credin clagses UNLESS they are
tapght onsite. Some classes taught on university canpuses are
not as rigovous as dual credit and AP classes taught in the high
school,

ESmdams will choose the easier classes taught at a university which
will resalt in fess of them taking the more rigorous AP and/or onsite
;duai credit classes at their sch ools SECTION FOR GEOSSARY OOF
TERMS

L FROM WORLD LANGUAGES

Preseribed Credits - Why are these only Tor grades § and 107
SECTION Appendix - Virtual Schosls

FROM WORLIY {ANGUAGES

< Why is i extended o the clementary lavel?

o One pointof Kindergarten s obiainmg social interaction
skiils, How will that be accomplished through a soreen?

o One point of Kindergarten s obfaining hand/eye
coordinamiion skills? How will that be
accompiished throvgh a screen?
S What i a conmiy doesn't have the hunds to appoint a person
o oversee the program?
- What if a connty doesn't have the funds fo appoint a
parson in every school to oversee the program?
- Whart i the county doesn't have the fonds o provide matenals?
- What will nunaioring entail? ‘
o Who will procior examsitesting?
o Who will enfer grades?
- Who determiines whether or not a farmily 1 capable
of monioring thew children's online courses?

* Whai repercussions ave there if parenis/goardians aren't




superviaing their children?

o
- What re } crenssions are there  chiddren don't compplete the
- What if farmibies can’t attord a device andfor Internet?
U farailies choose that thedr children will take virtual

the

classes omsite , who wiall supervise thom dueing ¢

school day? What it the school can't acconunodate that?
- What happens whep the legisiature doeso’t appropriate
funding for the virtual classes? Will counties be forced

o then pay?

FROM SCIENCE DLPARJ MENT
fial schow

Ke: Proposal to reduce
for {xradustion

Sociat Studies Credit Kequirements

Dear Superidendent Paine:

éThe following letter was This letier is {6 express my opposition to the West Virgima
2020-  ireceived via USPS by Larry Diepartment of Educarion's {(Deparimest) proposal 1o reduce §A/C S R {
. . e . . ivee Response
01-06  :Poynter the number of required Social Studies credits [rom {our o P

;Barboursvﬂle, WV three for high school graduation 1n West Virgirgs,

As you are aware the Depariment considered the same ora
similar proposal several years ago. [ was & bad idea then, as
reflected in the substannal pubic oppoesition {0 the plan, fris a
bad idea today. {niven the Departipent's obligation to oversee
and enhance the public education system in West Virginia, it is

guconscionable that the Department would coasider a proposal



that it astutely rejected just a couple of years ago. A proposal
that would negantvely impact a student's understanding and
critical thinking related to tustory, culure and our systen: of seli-

governance 18 musguided.

i is essendal 1o a students’ high school academic experience that
the stzdent he exposed fo the study of History, so thaf the
miistakes of history are not repeated, and that the student is given
the prospeciive of how, as a society and as individuals, we co-
exist. It 38 vital to society of self- governance that the next
generation vaderstand pur democratic prineiples and have the
knowledge (o protect and preserve owr unique systern of
governpment . It 18 paramount o a siudent's seif-etfficacy that

they uaderstand the mores of our cudture and bave the skills

think critically and independently .
Awy proposal that seaks o reduce the standards and defest the
purpose of our eduecational system is in contravention of our
obligations to our vouth. It is essential that the primary purpose
of our school systerm s 1o educare and not subvert academic
studies to vocational fraining . While there roay be a need for
providing skifls fraining, ¥ should not come at the expense of a
comprehensive edocational experience. Now. as much as ever, i
iz pecessary that graduanng students develop the abibity to think
and understand their role a3 citizens i our society. For many of
these students, lugh schiool may be the last opporturaty for
providing thero the exposure fo thiek and act cattcally and
mtdependently as adulis in our copwpumLes,



I wvodd insist that the Departroent reject the proposal to redoce

the currerd required credits for Social Studies for graduaiion.

Dyear . Bartly

<

The decision to further reduce the nomber of credits required
for high school graduation is ternibly flawed. Reducing, or
even eliininating courses in civics, social studies, or listory
strikes at the very core of learmung fthat (s sppposed (¢ prodoce
responsible young adults.

. . e . r A/C
Undersianding the ravails of our country's founders and the :See Response 1

challenges our nation bas faced can only come from an
enlightened study of our history. That study also serves (o
bring pride of citizenship along with awareness of processes
5 that shape cur repablic,

‘The following letter was
2020- éreceived via USPS from
{01-22  John Hammond
éYellow Spring, WV

Further, "dumnbing down'” the graduates of our West Virginia

schools puts them even more behind graduates from other ‘ 5

siates as reflected in scholastic scores. And, that courses in N ;See Response 7
industrzal arts or iioe econornics have been slashed years ago : :

is tncoimprehensible. Though there has been some work in

buitding tnterest and quality of RTEM classes, it continnes o

necd emphasis. It has been painfully obvious that the marginal

calthre of our stale’s school system has also been a factor and

made attracting new businesses and skilled new residens

more than difficult

Throughout ray career i the 115, Air Force I observed the
performance of hundreds, if not thousands of individuals. It
matiered not what career held they were in, nor whether they
were officer or enlisted, but those that had the better



fndamental education perfonmed and advanced far better than
those less well prepared.

My wife and I retired to West Virginia 23 years ago and we've

learn. P implore you o revisit your civic responsibility and cast
youur decisions nore along the lines of building well prepared,

met any finge voung Tapulies with kids scemingly eager 10
voung West Yirginians to meet the challenges they face.



