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July 12, 2018

April Robertson

One Davis Sguare, Suite 140, East
Charleston, WYV 25301

DBear Ms. Robertson-

Re: LEGISLATIVE RULE 85CSRD, CRITICAL ACCESS HOSPITALS

{n hehalf of the Wast Virginia Hospital Association and its 83 member hospitals and health
systems, we respectfully submit this letter to provide public comments in support of the shove
referenced Legisiative Rule 65C3RS, Critical Access Hospitals.

During the 2019 Legislative Session, the WVHA proaclively developed and advocated for the
passage of §B 583 that will allow a Critical Access Hospital to convert to a Community
Qutpatient Medical Center in order 10 maintain access to care in our rural communities. This
rile is necessary 1o aperationalize 58 593,

Fer a rural community to retain local emergency care, new solutions are nesded. The
establishment of a Community Outpatient Meadical Center designation will help ensure that
patients in rural communities maintain access to essential emergency and outpatient services,
while providing enhanced iransportation to inpatient hospitals.

We appreciate the opportunity to submit comments in support of this legisiative rule. We look
forward 1o working with the DHHR on this rule, and other related issues, to allow our Critical
Access Hospitals to maximize this alternative haaithcare delivery model.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at {304) 353-9720.

Sinceraly,

Brandon Hatfield
Ganaral Counsel
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Depariment of Health and Human Resources
Health Care Authority

Summary of Public Comments:

Comment

The comment from the WV Hospits! Assoclation was in support of the rule and suggested no changes.
Rasponse

The Department has reviewed this comment and finds that no additional changes are necessany.



