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Section 1. .  General

1.1 Scope - Policy regarding standards znd procedures
for undergraduate institutional admissions policies.

1.2 Authority - West Virginia Code 18-28-8

s Ky
1.3 Filing Date - Decemnber-Z, 1988

"
1.4 Effective Date - February~éﬁ 1987

1.5 Repeal of Former Rule = Revises and Replaceé Policy
Bulletin No. 44 dated June 3, 18865.

Section 2. Statement of Princdiples™

2.1 It is the intent of the Board of Regents that West
Virginia residents shall have access to higher educational oppor-
tunities commensurate with their interests and abilities. Work-—
ing toward this end, the Board continues fo encourage the
development of academic prcograms and flexible time—-space opticns
which allow citizens throughout ¥West Virginia to developr to the
fullest their capabilities for work and fulfillment of life. It
is further the intent of the Bozrd that admissions pclicies at
the State-supported institutions o¢f_. higher educaticn should
foster ...the attainment of these broad goals of azaccess to the
highest extent possible within the limits of available educa-
tional programs and resources.

2.2 1In recognition of the diverse educational prograns
offered by the different public colleges and universities and the
varying kinds of preparation necessary feor successful entry into
them, the Board of Regents considers it more appropriate to
establish basic statewide guidelines and standards than to pro-
vide detailed provisions related to admissions criteriaz and pro-
cedures. Accordingly, the Board has identified certain basic
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policies and provisions arcund _ which specific lnstltutlonal
admissions pclicies and practlces are to be developed.

Secticn 3. Basic Admissicons Standards

3.1 As a means of ensuring a reasonable chance of

success in the educational programs for which students seek
admission and cf making the most productive use of Federal,
State, and community resources, institutional admissions
policies shall incorporate the following basic standards.

3.2 Community Colleges, Community College Compcnents
at Four-Year Institutions, and Branch Campuses of Two-Year and
Four-Year . Institutions.  Regular admnissicn to community
colleges, ceommunity ccllege components at four~year institu-
tions, and branch campuses ¢f two-vear and four-year institu-
tions is open to any personl’” wad has a High schdsl “diploma or
meets General Educaticnal Development (GED) reguirements.

" 3.2.1 Cther perscns may be admitted on a conditional
Irasis but shall e evaluated at the conclusicn of each
semester ©of enrollment. to determine whether college-lavel aca-
demic performance indigcates an ability +to continue. <their
studies. Nelther regular nor conditional admission shall
ensure the entry of applicants into specific programs.

3.3 State Coclleges’ and Universities. Students who
meet General ZEducational Develcpment (GED) reguirements or
have a high school diploma and an overall grade-point average
(GPA) of at least 2.0, or a compcsife score of _at least 14 on
the ACT may be adnltted gn a regular admissicn basis to State
colleges and universities. Students will.normally be expected
to sit for the ACT. However, in instances where students have
taken the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), these scores may be
substituted for the ACT. A minimum combined verbal/math score

of 680 on the BSAT will be required for regular admission.

These students Wlll not be requlred to take the ACT at a later
time. R ! ; -

3.3.1 Conditicnal admission may be granted in in-
stances where GPA or ACT standards are not met and institu-
ticonal officials have évidencde that the student has the pocten-
tial to successfully complete college-lievel work. In addition
to GPA and ACT requirements, not l&ter than the fall of 1990,
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students must successfully compléte the following minimum high
school unit reguirements prior to admission:

Units
{Years) _ . Reguired Units

) ‘Bnglish (including courses in grammar, composition,
literaturs)

3 Social sStudies (including U.S. History)

2 -Mathematics (Algebra I and higher)

2 -Laboratory Science (from Biology, Chemistry, Physics
and other courses with a strong laboratory science
crientation)

trongly Recommended Uniis
2 ' Foreign Language

Elective Units

Remaining It is recommended that the remaining elective units
Jnits be chosen from such subjects as gcomputer science,
fine arts, humanities, and typing.

3.3.2 Instituticns are authorized +to employ the
following exemptions to the above unit requirements:

3.2.2.1 ALl four-yvear public colleges “and universities
have the discretionary autherity tc waive the college prepara-
tory curricular reguirements for regular admission for not more
than f£ive percent (5%) of freshmen students who graduated from
high sc¢hool within five vears of " the date ©f enrollment (five
percent based upon enrollment of first-time freshmen entering
the institution in the fall term &f the previous year).

3.3.2.2 Applicants _ for admission who have been out of
high school for more than five years or who meet institutionally
established GLED reguirements may be exempted from the specified
high school curricular reguirements at the discretion of the
individual institution.
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3.3.3 The academic performance of students admikted
under one cf the above exceptions or on a conditional basis must
be evaluated at the conclusicn of each semester. Tc continue,
such students nmust be in good academic standing according to
instituticonal standards as stated in the institutional cataloeg
for regularly admitted students. Neithér regular nor condi-
ticnal admission shall énsure the entry cf applicants into spe-
cific programs. _

3.4 Transfer Students. EStudents seeking transfer
admission to a State college or university must Dbe academically
eligikble to return to the institution from which they wish to
transfer. BStudents seeking transfer admission or readmigsion to
a community college, community college component, or branch
campus must meet the instituticon's basic admission standards.
Students attending community colleges, community college com—
ponents, or branch campuses WwWho are seeking to transfer into a
four-year program must meet the regular institutional criteria
for transfer admission. '

3.4.1 Students under disciplinary sanction at a West
Virginia public gollege or university at the time of. the appli-
cation for transfer admission are also subject to provisions cof
Board of Regents' Policy Bulletin No. 37.

3.5 7 Non-degree Students. An institution may admit
students on a non-degree basis. By definiticn, such students
are not seeking and/or not eligible £o pursue a certificate or
degree at the institution.

3.6 ‘It should be rioted that the basic standards con=-
tained in this section are based upon current levels of funding.
Should financial réscurces be limited, 1t may be necessary to

establish additicnal standards and/or accept only those guali-
fied students applying by a specified date.

Section 4. Institutional Admissicdns Procedures

4.1 High school transcripts are regquired to be on file
for each inceming freshman who is registered in an undergraduate
certificate or degree - program and who has graduated £from hidgh
scnool within five years. Such transcripts shall ke on file
with the institution prior to the end of the first semester of
the student's attendance. '
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4.2 Students desiring to enrcll on a degree-seeking
basis at the State colleges or universities who do not meet the
GED reguirements or have a high school diploma and an overall
grade point average <f at least 2.0 must submit ACT or SAT
scores pricr to admission. :

4.3 Students who substitute SAT scores for ACT scores
w1ill not ke reguired to take the ACT at a later time. Institu-
tions will convert the SAT scores to ACT eguivalents by using an
appropriate conversion chart {refer o Board. o<f .Regents'

Administrative Bulletin No. 5).

4.4 Degree-seeking State college or university stu-
dents who do meet the GED regquirements or high school grade
point average and students admitted on a degree~seeking basis to
the community colleges, community c¢cllege components of the
four-year institutions, and branch campuses .must submit ACT
or SAT sceores prior to theilr seccend semester of enrollment.

4.5 All students who have graduated from high school
or completed GED Treguirements mere. than five years prior to
seeking admission to a community ccllege or four-year college or
university and branch campuses of the same may have the regquire-
ment for ACT cr SAT scores waived at the discretion of
the institution. ) '

4.6 Transfer students must supply the institution with
official transcripts reflecting all previous college work prior
to admission. ' : : -

4.7 In addition to the akove, colleges and universi-
ties may use, Dbut shall not ©be limited tc the use of, the
following information in determining admission to institutions
and/or institutional programs:

4,.7.1 Records of traditional academic performance rela-
tive to the specific educatignal program to which the student
seeks entry.

4,7.2 Record of non-traditional learning experiences.

4.7.3 Standardized examinations relative to the require-
ments of the program to which the student sseks entry.

4.7.4 College” equivalency examinaticons such as the

College Level Examinztion Program (CLEP} and the Prcoficiency
Examination Program (PEP); alsoc, special preparatory programs
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sucn as the Advanced Placement Program of the College Entrance
Examination Board Program.

4.7.5 Reccommendations and reports of interviews.

4.8 Health records may be reguired after admissicn
into the instituticn.

Secticn 5. Institutional Admissions Policies

5.1 Institutional admissicns policies shall be com-
prehensive and stated in specific terms and shall include the
general admissions reguilrements of the instituticn, as well as
additional reguirements for entry into specific programs.

5.2 While it is not the policy of the Board to exclude
nonresidents from State institutions or their oprograms, prefer-—
ence shall Be -given tc gualified West Vlrglnla residents (as
defined by Board Policy Bulletln No. 34) in cases where enroll-
ments musn be limited. - -

5.3 All iﬂstituﬁional admissions policies shall be
submitted to the Board for evaluaticon in terms of.their compati-
bility with stated Board of Regents' ©policies, institutional
goals, and available educational programs and rescurces. Any
amendments to admission policies shall be submitted to the Board
prior to their actual implementation at the institutional
level. T —_ ' )

5.4 All institutional admissions policies shall be
consistent with existing Board of Regents' policies _and appli-
caple State and Federal regulations regarding nondiscrimin-
ation. :

5.5 SubJject to Board of Regents' approval, institu-
tions may establish admission standards more rigorous than those
established by this policy for basic admission to the institu-
tion and/or for admission into specific programs. S

Secticn 6. Implementation Date

6.1 The successful’ completion of ~high scheocol unit
reguirements and related exemptions cutlined in Secticon 3 shall
be effective no later than the fall ©£.1990. The effective date
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of all other provisions of this policy will ke 60 days after the
of State's

date of filing with the
office.

West Virginia
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