§16-29B-28. Review of Cooperative agreements.

(a) Definitions. — As used 1n this section the following terms have the following meanings:

(1) “Academic medical center” means an accredited medical school, one or more faculty practice
plans affiliated with the medical school or one or more affiliated hospitals which meet the
requirements set forth in 42 C. F. R. 411.355(¢).

(2) “Accredited academic hospital” means a hospital or health system that sponsor four or more
approved medical education programs.

(3) “Cooperative agreement” means an agreement between a qualified hospital which is a
member of an academic medical center and one or more other hospitals or other health care
providers. The agreement shall provide for the sharing, allocation, consolidation by merger or
other combination of assets, or referral of patients, personnel, instructional programs, support
services and facilities or medical, diagnostic, or laboratory facilities or procedures or other
services traditionally offered by hospitals or other health care providers.

(4) “Commercial health plan™ means a plan offered by any third party payor that negotiates with
a party to a cooperative agreement with respect to patient care services rendered by health care
providers.

(5) “Health care provider” means the same as that term is defined in section three of this article.
(6) “Teaching hospital” means a hospital or medical center that provides clinical education and
tramning to future and current health professionals whose main building or campus is located in
the same county as the main campus of a medical school operated by a state university.

(7) “Qualified hospital” means an academic medical center or teaching accredited academic
hospital, which has entered into a cooperative agreement with one or more hospitals or other
health care providers but is not a critical access hospital for purposes of this section.



