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PROVIDE A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONTENT OF THE RULE:

The proposed rule changes, approved by WVSSAC member schools, are brought forth to keep the
WVSSAC current and updated on changes, trends and issues in the band and athletic programs.

SUMMARIZE IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER CONTENTS OF CHANGES IN THE RULE AND A STATEMENT OF
CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRING THE RULE:

Terminology has been amended as WV middie schools do not include 9th grade; prevent acquiring temporary
residence in another school zone for athletic eligibility; allow students coming from another sport to practice 2

less days; and, addition of a new Emergency Action Plan {0 the Ruiles & Reguiation Handbook. Series 2 was
reviewed by WVDE staff for compiiance with WVBE policy and amended accordingly.

SUMMARIZE IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER THE OVERALL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED
RULE:

A. ECONOMIC IMPACT ON REVENUES OF STATE GOVERNMENT:

No state costs or revenue will be impacted by the proposed amendment of WVSSAC Series 2,
Athletics, Provision Governing Eligibility.

B. ECONOMICIMPACT OF THE RULE ON THE STATE OR ITS RESIDENTS:

No state costs or revenue will be impacted by the proposed amendment of WVSSAC Series 2,
Athletics, Provision Governing Eligibility.



C. FISCAL NOTE DETAIL:

Effect of Proposal

Fiscal Year

2018 2019 Fiscal Year {(Upon

Increase/Decrease |increase/Decrease Full

(use "-") {use "-") Impiementation)
1. Estimated Total Cost 0 O 0
Personal Services 0 0 0
Current Expenses 0 0 0
Repairs and Alterations 0 0 0
Assets 0 0 0
Other 0 o; 0
2. Estimated Total 0 0 0

Revenues

D. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

No state costs or revenue will be impacted by the proposed amendment of WVSSAC Series 2,
Athletics, Provision Governing Eligibility.

BY CHOOSING 'YES', | ATTEST THAT THE PREVIOUS STATEMENT IS TRUE AND CORRECT.

Yes

Virginia M Harris -- By my signature, | certify that | am the person authorized to file legislative
rules, in accordance with West Virginia Code §29A-3-11 and §39A-3-2.




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Series 1, Constitution
Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility
Series 3, Provisions Governing Contests
Series 5, Band Activities
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Proposed Changes in Rules and Regulations

BACKGROUND
The majority of public and most private schools in West Virginia are members of the West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission (WVSSAC). Each year, the principals of member schools submit
revisions to the rules and regulations. The submitted proposals are presented and voted upon at the
annual Board of Control meeting. Any approved changes are then submitted to the West Virginia Board
of Education (WVBE) for consideration.

PURPCSE

The proposed rule changes, approved by WVSSAC member schools, are brought forth to keep the WVSSAC
current and updated on changes, trends and issues in the band and athletic programs.

Series 1, Series 2, Series 3, and Series 5, were reviewed by WVDE staff for compliance with WVBE policy
and amended accordingly.

The WVSSAC Commission staff, Constitution and Bylaws Committee, and Board of Control respectfully
submit rule changes to WVSSAC Series 1, 2, 3, and 5 for the WVBE’s consideration.

CONTENT

Twenty eight proposals are submitted to the WVBE by the WVSSAC for consideration. Following is a brief
summary of the effect of each proposal:

Series 1, Constitution

1. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)
2. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)
3. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility

4. Prevent acquiring temporary residence in another school zone for athletic eligibility. Solidifies Rule
127-2.2a ( Vote: Yes-131 No 4)

5. To allow students coming from another sport to practice 2 less days. (Vote: Yes-137 No-0)

6. To add new Emergency Action Plan to the Rules & Regulation Handbook. (Vote: Yes-133 No-0)



Series 3, Provisions Governing Cantests

7. To allow physical exam to be completed earlier. (Vote: Yes-134 No-1)

8 o—aHeow—mote—ofa—competitive—balarece—with—those—schools—o
Ne-24) NOTE: Proposal 8 was rejected by the WVBE.

9. Schools may choose to play up to challenge their student-athletes and compete on more competitive
playing field. (Vote: Yes-108 No-16)

10. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

11. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9" Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

12. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9" Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

13. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

14. To ensure younger/inexperienced student athletes are able to get game experience. (Vote: Yes-127
No-2)

15. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9 Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

16. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

17. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

18. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9" Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

19. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9" Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

20. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

21. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9" Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

22. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9" Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

23. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

24. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

25. Eligibility participation limits are no longer counted by matches but by weigh-ins. {Vote: Yes-134
No-0)

Series 5, Band Activities

26. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9t Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)
27. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)
28. Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ Grade. (Vote: Yes-134 No-0)

IMPACT
Instruction
None

Leadership
None

Financial

None
Administrative
None

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS, PRINCIPALS, AND COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS WILL NEED TO BE AWARE OF THE
CHANGES IN ORDER TO ADMINISTER THEIR SCHOOL PROGRAMS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CURRENT RULES.
THERE IS NO MAJOR CHANGE THAT WOULD IMPACT ADMINISTRATION NEGATIVELY.



WVSSAC
Rules and Regulaticns Handbcok
2018-19 Proposed Rule Changes Passed by BOC

Proposal 1 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)
Amend §127-1-4. Membership. (pg. 2) as follows:

4.2.8. A one time membership fee of 51,500.00 will be afforded senior high schools,
$500.00 to middlaiMiddle Schoolf+h-Grade, or $2,000.00 to combined middle/senior high schools.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ grade.

Proposal 2 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0D)

Amend §127-1-9. Funds. (pg. 7) as follows:
9.1.5. A thirty (530.00) dollar fee is the ceiling for all regular Middle School/9th-Grade.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 3 [Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-2-3. Enrollment and Team Membership. (pg. 16) as follows:

3.2.d. Students enrolled in the ninth grade of a four, five or six year high school may
participate on the high school team. Also, ninth graders of a feeder school may participate on their high
school team and sixth grade students of a K-6 elementary feeder school may participate on their middle
schoolQth-grade team if granted permission by the county board of education or governing body of a
private/parochial school and the school principals involved. Sree—a—rinth-grade—studentbecomes—a

thatspert. Members of a 9th grade team may be grouped for practice with members of the varsity team.
However, if a 9th grade student participates in a varsity scrimmage or game that student becomes
ineligible for the 9th grade team. Participation is defined as dressing and being available to play in a game,
regardless if said player enters the game.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 4 ([Vote: Yes-131 No-4)
Amend §127-2-7. Residence-Transfer. (Pg. 20) by adding the following

7.2. Part B - Transfer.



7.2.a. If a student transfers during the school year from one secondary school to another
secondary school, said student shall be ineligible for 365 days from date of enrollment, absent a bona fide
change of residence. Determination of a bona fide change of residence depends upon the facts of each
case and is defined as, but not limited to:

7.2.a.1. The original residence must be abandoned as a residence; that is sold,
rented, or disposed of as a residence and must not be used as a residence by the immediate family;
7.2.a.2. The changeis being made with the intent that the move is permanent;
7.2.a.3. The entire family must make the change;
7.2.a.4. Documentation of connection of utilities to the residence; power, water,
waste, sewer
7.2.a.5. Change of voter’s registration, driver’s license, mailing address, etc.,
7.2.a.6 If a student returns to a previously abandoned residence, the student
shall be ineligible for 365 days from the date of enrollment.
Mike Arbogast, Principal, South Charleston HS
Jeff Kelley, Principal, 5t. Albans HS

Rationale:
Prevents acquiring temporary residence in another school zone for athletic eligibility. Solidifies Rule 127-
2.2.a.

Proposal 5 (Vote: Yes-137 No-0)

Amend §127-2-13. Practice. (Pg.24) as follows:

13.7. If a student has established eligibility in a sport requiring 14 separate days of practice and is
continuing to participate in that sport or no school days have lapsed from one sport to another sportin a
same season, the student may participate in another sport of the season after completing five sever
separate days of sport specific practice in the second sport.

13.8. Students participating in a sport(s) in one season must have practiced 14 separate days,
exclusive of the day of a contest, to be eligible to participate in a sport in the next season with the following
exception: the student has continued to practice or participate in tournament play without an
interruption of school days. The student must complete five sever separate days of sport specific practice
in the second sport.

Trent Sherman, Principal
Martinsburg High School
Rationale:
| believe students coming from another sport are conditioned enough to start the next sport quicker
than 7 days. | believe more days encourages coaches and students to practice students in 2 sports at
the same time which could be more detrimental to their health than starting the sport sooner than 7
days.

Proposal & (Vote:Yes-133 No-0)
Add New Rule §127-2-15. Emergency Action Plan. (Pg.25) as follows:

15.1. On or before December 31, 2017, each member school shall adopt and submit to the
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission {(WVSSAC) and to the County Board of Fducation
an Emergency Action Plan (EAP) for athletics, designed to respond to athletic injuries that occur on school
property during school-sponsored athletic practices and events.

15.2. Each EAP shall include:




15.2.1. Implementation of the EAP for every sport at every level. The EAP shall discuss
how it is to be implemented with the participation of the school’s principal and athletic director (if any),

coaches, and athletes.

15.2.2 Training. The EAP shall include any necessary training for any person designated
as responsible for any portion of the implementation of the EAP. Training may be in person or online, as
may be available to the school.

15.2.3. Protocol for summoning emergency medical assistance. The EAP shall discuss
how the school’s sports teams will assign responsibility for summoning emergency medical assistance in
the case of an emergency during a practice or event.

15.2.4. Protocol for beginning Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR). The EAP shall
discuss how the school’s sports teams will assign responsibility for beginning CPR in the event it is
necessary. Each sports team must have individuals trained in CPR. The school shall provide proper
training to any individual assigned responsibility for performing CPR.

15.2.5. Protocol for the use of Automated External Defibrillator (AED). It is recommended
that each school have an AED available. The EAP must address how the school’s sports teams will assign
responsibility for retrieving and using an AED in the event it is necessary. Each sports team must be
instructed on the location of the nearest AED to any practice or event facility (even if the closest one is
hot at the school). The school shall provide proper training to any individual assigned responsibility for

using an AED.

15.2.6. Protocol for the treatment of heat stroke. The EAP must address how the school’s
sports teams will prepare for and treat heat stroke. FEach sports team that practices outdoors is
recommended to have available an emersion tub, and must have water, ice, and towels, to be used for
the treatment of heat stroke. The EAP must address how the school's sports teams will assign
responsibility for obtaining these items and preparing them before a practice or game begins.

15.2.7. Written records. The EAP shall reqguire that each of the school’s sports teams
assign responsibility for the items discussed above at the beginning of each season, and record those
assighments on a written record, which record shall be retained by the sports team and the school.

15.2.8. Symptoms and risk factors for sudden cardiac arrest. The EAP shall require that
schools train athletes, coaches, and volunteers about the symptoms and risk factors for sudden cardiac
arrest.

15.2.9. Coordination with local Emergency Medical Systems. The EAP shall require that
schools coordinate with their local EMS personnel, notifying EMS personnel of the availability of AEDs at
the school, and notifying EMS personnel of the EAP adopted by the school.

15.2.10. Follow up retraining. The EAP shall require that school sports teams that respond
to an emergency incident meet to discuss their response after the incident has passed. Discussion shall
center on the team’s response to the incident, areas for improvement, and retraining that may be
necessary, and any counseling that may be required for the individuals involved.

15.3. Schools may, but are not required to adopt the Anyone Can Save a Life Program (available
at www anvaengcansaveaiife . arg) which meets all of the requirements of this Rule, to be implemented as
that schools EAP in compliance with this Rule.

15.4. Fach EAP adopted pursuant to this Rule shall be provided to the County Board of Education,
and shall be retained by the County Board of Education until the EAP is superseded by a revised EAP.

Emergency Rule

Proposal 7 (Vote: Yes-134 No-1)

Amend §127-3-3 Physical Examination — Parental Permission (Pg. 33) as follows:



3.3 A physical examination form must be completed no earlier than Jare-t May 1 for an upcoming
year. The physical is valid until the completion of the last WVSSAC State Tournament during the said
upcoming school year.

Kari Vicars, Principal
Summers County High School
Rationale:
With the trend of schools systems starting school earlier in August and finishing earlier in May, as well as
the newer flexibility with the summer practice period including flex days, some school systems require
sports physicals for their students for these post school date activities and need flexibility with the physical
date. Moving up the date for eligible sports physicals would give school systems more flexibility and allow
physicals to be scheduled white the students are still in attendance.

Proposal 8 was rejected by the West Virginia Board of Education.

Proposal 9 (Vote: Yes-108 No-16)
Amend §127-3-10 Classification. (Pg. 30) as follows:

10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in one class above its
classification providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to April 1 of a new classification
year. Approval of this option will be for a four year period and will be effective for all individual sports
sponsored by the school.

Reva Sanders-Wallace, Principal
Tolsia High School

Rationale:
Schools may choose to play up to challenge their student-athletes and compete on a more competitive
playing field in individual sports by own choosing. This is a return to the former rule of the same option.

Proposal 10 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-11. Exchange of Eligibility Certificates. (pg. 39) as follows:



11.3. The names of the students on all Middle schoolf9+h-grade teams and teams from the ninth
grade of the four year high school and sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth of a six year high school shall be
submitted on the master eligibility certificate prepared for use by the school.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 11 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)
Amend §127-3-17. WVSSAC Tournaments. (pg. 42) as follows:

17.5. The Board of Directors may approve participation by member Middle School&th-Grade in
county, league or conference tournament. Tournament play on the state level for member Middle
Schoolf9th-Grade shall be prohibited.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 12 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-19. Baseball. (pg. 43) as follows:
19.9. Middle Schoolth-Grada - The above will apply for Middle School/Sth-Grada with following
adaptations:
19.9.a. Middle schoolfBth-grade teams may play 18 games including tournaments sanctioned
by the WVSSAC.
19.9.b. Middle schoolSth-srade season will be completed by Saturday of Week 45.
19.9.c. Middle school/9th-grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage. See Glossary.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ grade.

Proposal 13 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-20. Basketball (Boys and Girls). (pg. 44) as follows:
20.9. Middle SchooliBth-Grade - The above rules will apply for Middle School/Sth-Grade with the
following adaptations:
20.9.e. All middle school{9th—grade students may play a maximum of 80 quarters for one
season.
20.9.f. All middle schootSth-grade-students may play a maximum of 4 quarters per day.
20.9.g2. Games involving only students below the 9th grade shall be played in 6-minute

20.9.h. Middle schooliSth-grade are not permitted to play an alumni game.
20.9.i. Scrimmages: Middle school/9th-grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage.- See

Glossary.



20.9.]. Aninth grade team in a high school program will follow the rules provided for Midele
High School/Sth-Grade.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 14 (Vote: Yes-127 No-2)

Amend §127-3-20 Basketball. (Pg. 44) as follows:
20.9.e. All middle school/9th grade students may play a maximum of 86 100 quarters for one

season.
20.9.f. All middle school/9th grade students may play a maximum of-4 5 quarters per day.
Paul C. Huston Il, Principal
Long Drain School
Rationale:

Some middle school programs are experiencing lower participation numbers and are struggling to
maintain a sufficient number teams to get younger/inexperienced student athletes playing experience.
This will help to ensure that those schools are able to get student athletes game experience that they
might not otherwise.

Proposal 15 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)
Amend §127-3-20 Basketball. (Pg. 44) as follows:

20.9. Middle Schoolth-Gradea - The above rules will apply for Middle SchoohiS+h-Grade with the

following adaptations:

20.9.a. Girls may begin practice on Monday of Week 18 and boys on Monday of Week 19.
The first contest for girls may be played on Wednesday of week 21 and Wednesday of week 22 for boys.

20.9.b. The girls basketball season will end on Saturday of Week 33 and Saturday of Week 34
for boys.

20.9.c. Tournament play on the state level shall be prohibited.

20.9.d. Boys and girls basketball teams will be permitted to play no more than 20 games.
Tournament exception does not apply.

20.9.e. All middle schoolf8th-grade students may play a maximum of 80 quarters for ane
season.

20.9.f. All middle schoolSth-grade students may play a maximum of 4 quarters per day.

20.9.g. : j Hrrgony g w—th erade—shalb ed—i iry
guarers. A member school sponsoring games involving teams which combine Sth-grade—students—with
students in the 8th ardfer with 7th grades may must play those games in quarters of 8 6 minutes.

20.9.h. Middle schooliBth-grade are not permitted to play an alumni game.

20.9.i. Scrimmages: Middle schooliSth-grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage.- See

Glossary.

Kenny DeMoss, Principal
Parkersburg High School



Rationale:
To remove freshman from middle school rules for basketball and allow them to be governed by the high
school rules for stand along freshman teams.

Proposal 16 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-21. Cheerleading. [pg. 45) as follows:
21.6. Middle SchooliBth-Gradea - The above rules will apply for Middle School/Sth-Grade with the
following adaptations:
21.6.a. Organized Team Practice: Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 6.
21.6.b. The middle school/Sth-grade spirit and competitive cheer season will begin Manday
of Week 6. The competitive season will end Saturday of Week 18. The middle school{8+h-grade spirit
seasoh will end on the last day of the middle schoolf@th-grade girls’ or boys’ basketball season.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 17 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-23. Football. (pg. 47) as follows:
23.9. Middle Schoolth-Gradea - The above rules will apply for Middle SchoohiS+h-Grade with the
following adaptations:

23.9.¢. Middle schoolfSth-grade football teams may be permitted to play overtime periods
in regular season games. Where conferences or counties are holding season ending championships, a tie
breaking procedure shall be established if at the end of two overtime periods the score remains tied. A
maximum of 2 overtime periods will be permitted in accordance with the National Federation Football
Rules 20 yard line overtime procedure.

23.9.h. Middle school/Sth-grade game ball: The football used involving only students in the
eighth grade and below shall be the youth football. Games involving students of a combination seventh
and eighth—ard-rirss graders may use the youth football by mutual agreement. Modification of the rule
is listed in Rule 1-3-1, National Federation Football Rule Book.

23.9.i. Length of Quarters: The maximum length of quarters for ninth grade teams shall be
10 minutes. For teams composed of students in the sixth, seventh and eighth grade, the length of quarters
shall be 8 minutes.

23.9.]. A ninth grade team in a high school program will follow the rules provided for middle
sehoelSth-grade-high school.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 18 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-24. Golf (Boys and Girls). (pg. 49) as follows:
24.7. Middle schoolf8thgrade Golf - The above will apply for Middle Schoolf9th-Grade-with the
following adaptations:



24.7.a. Middle school/Sth-grade teams are permitted to play no more than 14 matches.
24.7.b. There shall be one season for golf in middle school/Sth—grade, either fall or spring;
however, the season selected shall be no longer than 10 weeks.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 19 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-25. Soccer (Boys and Girls). (pg. 49) as follows:
25.9. Middle SchoolfSth-Grade - The above will apply for Middle Schoolf9+h-G+ade with the
following adaptations:
25.9.a. Middle schoolSth—grade—teams may play 14 matches including tournaments
sanctioned by the WVSSAC.
25.9.b. Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 6 and the first contest may
be played on Monday of Week 9.
25.9.c. Middle schoolfth-grade-season will be completed by Saturday of Week 17.
25.9.d. The maximum number of halves for a student in one season will be 28.
25.9.e. Middle schoolf9+h-grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage. See Glossary.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 20 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-26. Softball. (pg. 50) as follows:
26.9. Middle SchooliBth-Grade - The above will apply for Middle Schoolf9th-Grade—with the
following adaptations:
26.9.a. Middle school/Sthgrade-teams may play 18 games including tournaments sanctioned
by the WVSSAC.
26.9.b. Middle schoolSth-grade season will be completed by Saturday of Week 45.
26.9.c. Middle schoolf3th-grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage. See Glossary.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 21 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-27. Swimming (Boys and Girls). (pg. 51) as follows:
27.8. The above will apply for Middle School/Qth-Grade-with the following adaptations:

27.8.a. Middle school/Sth-grade teams will be permitted 14 meets.

27.8.b. Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 18 and the first contest may
be on Wednesday of Week 20.

27.8.c. Middle schoolf8th-grade-season will be completed by Saturday of Week 31.

27.8.d. Middle schooliSth-grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage. See Glossary.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee



Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ grade.

Proposal 22 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-28. Tennis (Boys and Girls). (pg. 52) as follows:
28.8. Middle SchoolfSth—Grade - The above will apply for Middle Schoolf9+h-G+ade with the
following adaptations:
28.8.a. Middle schoolfSth—grade teams may play 16 matches including tournaments
sanctioned by the WVSSAC.
28.8.b. Middle schoolfSth-grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage. See Glossary.
28.8.c. There shall be one season for tennis in middle school/Stkh-grade, either fall or spring;
however, the season selected shall be no longer than 12 weeks.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 23 ((Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-29. Track and Field (Boys and Girls). (pg. 52) as follows:
29.9. Middle SchoolBth-Grade - The above will apply for Middle Schooli9th-Grade with the
following adaptations:
29.9.a. Middle school/Sth—grade teams will be permitted 14 meets and only 2 meets per
week.
29.9.b. Middle schooliSth-grade season will be completed by Thursday of Week 46.
29.9.c. Participation limitation: Middle schoolfS+h-grade students, regardless of grade levels
(6, 7, 8, 98), may compete in a maximum of four events, of which only three may be running events
including relays.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

Proposal 24 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-30. Volleyball (Girls). (pg. 53) as follows:
30.10. Middle SchooliBth-Grade - The above will apply for Middle School/Sth-Grade-with the
following adaptations:
30.10.a. Middle school/Sth-grade teams will be permitted 16 playing dates.
30.10.b. Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 7 and the first contest may
be played on Wednesday of Week 10.
30.10.c. Middle school/Sth-grade season will be completed by Saturday of Week 17.
30.10.d. Middle school/9th-grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage. See Glossary.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.




Proposal 25 (Vote: Yes- 133 No-0)

Amend §127-3-31 Wrestling. (Pg. 51) as follows:

31.1. Rules: Wrestling rules published by the National Federation of State High School
Associations are the official rules for all interscholastic competition unless otherwise provided by
Commission modification.

31.2. Organized Team Practice: Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 20 and
the first contest may be played on Wednesday of Week 22.

31.3. Length of Season: The wrestling season will end for each team or individual at tournament
elimination.

31.4. Maximum Team Contest: A wrestling team will be permitted to have 18 matehes weigh-ins
exclusive of regional and state tournaments.

31.4.a. Dual, triangular and quadrangular matebes weigh-ins count as one. Matehes weigh-
ins in which five or more schools participate count as two.

31.5. Scrimmages: Two wrestling scrimmages with another high school may be conducted. See
Glossary.

31.6. Individual students of a team must have practiced on 14 SEPARATE days, exclusive of the
day of a contest, before participating in an interscholastic contest.

31.7. Astudent may accept awards only in WVSSAC sanctioned events during the season of that
sport. These awards must be consistent with the items specified in the Awards Rule. Students may accept
only this same type of award in non-sanctioned events outside the sport season.

31.8. Middle School/9th Grade - The above will apply for Middle School/9th Grade with the
following adaptations:

31.8.a. Organized Team Practice: Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 19
and the first contest may be played on Wednesday of Week 22.

31.8.b. Middle school/9th grade school teams may have 16 matehes weigh-ins excluding any
conference tournament.

31.8.c. Middle school/9th grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage under the same
conditions as a high school.

31.8.d. Middle school/9th grade season will be completed by Saturday of Week 33.

Constitution and By-Laws

Rationale:
Eligibility participation limits are no longer counted by matches but by weigh-ins.

Proposal 26 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-3-31. Wrestling (Boys). (pg. 54) as follows:
31.8. Middle School/Sth-Grade - The above will apply for Middle Schoolf9+h-Grade—with the
following adaptations:
31.8.a. Organized Team Practice: Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 19
and the first contest may be played on Wednesday of Week 22.
31.8.b. Middle schoolfth—grade school teams may have 16 matches excluding any
conference tournament.
31.8.c. Middle schoolf9+h—grade teams are permitted one (1) scrimmage under the same
conditions as a high school.
31.8.d. Middle school/Sth-grade season will be completed by Saturday of Week 33.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
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Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ grade.

Proposal 27 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-5-2. Enrollment and Membership - Band. (pg. 61) as follows:

2.3. Instrumental music students in seventh and eighth grades of feeder elementary schools or
any grade of a feeder middle schoolSth-grade school who receive their instruction from the band director
of the senior high band in which said students will eventually enroll and which feeder school does not
have a band of its own shall be eligible to participate in the band directed by their instructor.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9™ grade.

Proposal 28 (Vote: Yes- 134 No-0)

Amend §127-5-7. Classification of Schools - Band. (pg. 64) as follows:
7.4. Member Middle Schoolf8th-Grade-and middle schools will not be given a classification.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale:
Middle Schools in WV do not include 9% grade.

11
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TITLE 127
LEGISLATIVE RULE
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION

SERIES 2
ATHLETICS, PROVISIONS GOVERNING ELIGIBILITY
§127-2-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- These rules establish the provisions governing student eligibility to participate in
interscholastic athletics.

1.2. Authority. - W. Va. Constitution, Article XIl, §2, and W. Va. Code §§18-2-25, 18-2-253, and
18-2-25h.

1.3. Filing Date. -- Hy13-2017.
1.4. Effective Date. -- Septemberdd 2017,

1.5. Repeal of Former Rule. -- This legislative rule amends W. Va. 127C5R2, West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility, filed fey9-2035 July 13,
2017, and effective September-8—2015 September 11, 2017.

§127-2-2. Waivers.

2.1. The Board of Directors is authorized to grant a waiver to a rule when it determines the rule fails
to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended or when the rule we+ks causes extreme and undue
hardship upon the student.

2.2. Speculative loss of college scholarship is not considered a basis for granting a waiver to these
rules.

§127-2-3. Enrollment and Team Membership.
3.1. To be eligible for participation in interscholastic athletics, a student must be enrolled full-time in
a member school as described in Rede §127-2-6 on or before the eleventh instructional day of the sehes!

academic year. Enrollment must be continuous after the student has officially enrolled in the school.

3.2. Students can participate in_interscholastic activities only in schools in which they are enrolled;
however, an exception may be granted by the Board of Directors as follows:

3.2.a. if a feeder school does not afford students the opportunity to participate and they are
otherwise eligible.

3.2.b. for students from the WV Schools for the Deaf and the Blind (WVSD&B) to participate at
Hampshire High School or Romney Middle School (only in sports not available at WVSD&B).
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3.2.c. H Member schools containing grades & and/or 7 and/or 8 may combine students from
two or more schools within the county to form one interscholastic team in a sport. Requests for
permission to combine students from two or maore schools in the same res—publie private/parochial or
public school system must be submitted annually to the West Virginia Secondary School Activities
Commission (WVSSAC) in writing by the superintendent of the rer—publie private/parochial or public
school system. Schools which are combining to form one team must be feeder schools for the same high
school, and at least one school dees—+ret must have sufficient numbers for a team. If more than two
schools are involved, principals are to evaluate the number of available participants in each school and
shall combine schools to provide as many teams thatsufficient as sufficient numbers will allow. Sufficient
numbers will be defined as the humber of a starting line-up plus 50% (for odd humber line-ups, round up).

3.2.d. Students enrolled in the ninth grade ef—a—f-eu-r—ﬁu-e—er—se(—y-ee-r—mg-h-seheel may part|C|pate
only on the high school teams.
team—and sSixth grade students of a K-6 elementary feeder school may part|C|pate on thelr middle
schooli@th—grade team if granted permission by the county board of education or governing body of a

prlvate/parochlal school and the school prmapals mvolved Q-nee—a—me-t—h—g-rade—st—ud-en—t—beeeme&—a

t-he-t—sper—t— Members of a9th grade team at a hlgh schoo may be grouped for practlce W|th members of
the varsity team. However, if a 9th grade student participates in a varsity scrimmage or game, that student
becomes ineligible for the 9th grade team. Participation is defined as dressing and being available to play
in a game, regardless if said the player enters the game.

3.2.e. Students at a middle feeder school who are not provided the opportunity to participate
because of age may move up to their high school if granted permission by the county board of education
or governing body of a private/parochial school and the school principals involved.

3.3. A student academically ineligible by rule may begin practicing 15 school days immediately prior
to the dates of regaining full eligibility provided all other eligibility requirements are met.

3.4. Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for freshmarimiddle
school participation.

3.4.a. MiddleSeheol— Grades 6, 7, and 8 may compete with and against schools/teams of the
same configuration.

3.4.b. Stand-alone fresheman 9t grade programs at a high school may compete with and against
schools/teams of the same grade configuration. An 8th grade student not provided the opportunity to
participate at their member school because the sport is not offered may choose to participate on a stand-
alone freshman 9% grade team at their feeder high school, provided the student is otherwise eligible.

o g 3 Slxth grade students may—be are
eligible to participate in all |nter5cholast|c sport teams, including football, in the middle/feeder
elementary school in which they are enrolled.

3.6. Students who are enrolled in a grade below the ninth are not eligible for a high school team.
Students enrolled in a grade below the sixth will not be eligible for a middle school team.
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3.7. Senier Twelfth grade students will be eligible for spring sports until the close of the school’s
season.

3.8. Schools may sponsor separate teams for members of each sex where selection for such teams is
based upon competitive skill. If a school sponsors a team in a particular sport for members of one sex but
sponsors no such team for members of the other sex, and athletic opportunities for members of that sex
previously have been limited, members of the excluded sex must be allowed to try out for the team
offered. For example, because overall athletic opportunities for females have previously been limited,
fermales will be allowed to try out for baseball, but males will not be allowed to try out for volleyball or
softball.

3.9. Students enrolled at West Virginia School for the Deaf will be allowed to participate in sports at
the West Virginia School for the Blind. Students from the West Virginia School for the Blind will be allowed
to participate in sports at the West Virginia School for the Deaf.

3.10. Boarding students at member schools, with the exception of students at the W Schoolsforthe

Boeafand-Blind WVSDB, are not eligible. (Definition: A boarding student is ane who receives room and
board that is provided by said the school unless such residence is based on Court Order or State Action.)

§127-2-4. Age.

4.1. A student in high school who becomes 19 before August 1 and a student in frierhish middle
school who becomes 16 before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition.

4.32. A student in a—riddle—school{eighth—gradebeingthehighestarade} grade & or below who

becomes 15 before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition at that level.

4.43. A student in a middle—school{eightharadebeingthohighestgrade} grade 8 or below who

bacomes 15 on or after August 1 shall remain eligible for the entire-sehoel academic year at that level.
§127-2-5. Semester and Season.

5.1. A student may have the privilege to participate in the interscholastic program for four
consecutive years (eight consecutive semesters or equivalent) after entering the ninth grade efafeuryear

high-school.

5.2. While in grades 6, 7, and 8, 4 a student shall not participate in more than three seasons white-ir
grades6—/8-in apy single interscholastic activity.

5.3. Ten days of attendance or enrollment shall constitute a semester of eligibility. Said £Ten days
includes the day of enrollment, the last day of attendance, and the elapsed time between, provided that
they are days when school was actually in session.
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5.4. The number of semesters of athletic eligibility of a student is determined by semesters of
enrollment and attendance and not by semesters of participation. (This applies for students in grades
9-12 only).

5.5. A student whose eligibility expires with the end of a semester shall not become ineligible until
report cards are issued or five school days into the next semester, whichever isdess occurs first. The
student will be considered eligible any days between the two semesters.

5.6. Any part of a contest or interscholastic event in which a student competes shall be counted as a
season for that sport in grades 6-12 and a semester of participation in grades 9-12.

5.7. The Board of Directors is authorized to grant a waiver to the Semester and Season Rule when it
feels the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended and when the rule werks causes
extreme and undue hardship upon the student. Waivers may be granted in the following circumstances:

5.7.a. The Board of Directors is authorized to consider cases in which a student entering kigh

school 9 grade {explairedinRule1272 51} did not stay in continuous enrollment because of personal
illness, or no school was available, or because of other undue hardship reasons ascertained through

investigation.

5.7.b. The Board of Directors may provide release from the continuous enrollment restriction
provided no participation hads occurred during the semester(s) in question.

5.7.c. In no event may a student be allowed to participate # for more than four (4) seasons in
any one sport in grades 9-12.

5.8. The Board of Directors may also assess appropriate penalties to the student or to the school if
said the Board of Directors determines through its investigation that said the student or said the school
didtry tried to evade the rule by subterfuge.

§127-2-6. Scholarship.

6.1. A student is required to be enrolled in the equivalent of atteast20-perods-{foursublectswith
fullcredittoward-graduationperweek four (4) content area courses toward graduation.

6.1.ea. If a student is taking a multiple period sabteet course, such as block or vocational courses
for a full morning or afternoon, it may be counted as more than one subjeet course. Fhe—pumberof

b Ll Leo sl it of full cradits civan.

6.1.db. If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards outlined above, the
student may attend summer school and have eligibility reinstated if the student meets the standards at
the conclusion of summer school.
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b.1.ec. If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards outlined above, the
student may have eligibility reinstated at widsemester midpoint of the course if the student is meeting
the standards at that time.

6.52. A student not attempting four (4) full credit subjects during a semester must complete ere-8
nine weeks of school work to regain consideration for eligibility.

6.3. Any student who withdraws from school and does not re-enroll within 10 school days of that
withdrawal date will lose eligibility for the remainder of that semester.

6.#44. Credit deficiencies cannot be made up after the last day of the semestersexcept in a case where
a student whose final examinations and course credit are delayed due to illness which-car-be verified by
a physician or as established by local Bboard of Eeducation Policy.

6.85. The official school transcript will be used to determine a student’s eligibility and will be regarded
as final.

6.96. In accordance with §126CSR26, West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) Policy 2436.10,
Participation in Extracurricular Activities (C-Rule), students must maintain a 2.0 grade point average to
participate in interscholastic athletics.

§127-2-7. Residence-Transfer.

7.1. Part A - Residence - This residence rule applies to all students enrolled in grades 6-12 in beth

publicardrer—public all member schools.

7.1.a. A student shall be eligible in the school located in the attendance zone in which the
student’s parents reside. Public secondary school attendance zones shall be established by official action
by each county Bboard of £education. The attendance zones of a prer—publie private/parochial member
school shall be identical with the attendance zone of the public school in which the rerpublic
private/parochial member school is located. Inthe event of overlapping attendance zones, a student shall
be eligible at the school in which the student first chooses to enroll upon entering the sirth 90 grade.
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7.1.b. When a town or city is located in two counties and only one public secondary school is
located in the town or city, students living in the town or city may attend this secondary school if mutually
agreed upon by the two county boards of education and approved by the Board of Directors. A student
shall be eligible at the school in which the student first chooses to enroll upon entering 9% grade.

7.1.c. A student who is in the care of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Resources (WVDHHR) shall be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics as a member of the athletic

teams of the secondary school in the zone in which said the Westirgiria-bBepartrent—efHealth-ard
HumanResourses WVDHHR places the student in a home, provided the student is otherwise eligible.

7.1.d. A student entering a school as an "unaccompanied youth" under the conditions of the
federal McKinney-Vento Act may be granted eligibility for interscholastic competition by the Board of
Directors in accordance with Rule §127-2-21.

7.1.e. Astudent may be eligible outside the specified zone of attendance if the student has been
in attendance in that zone the immediate preceding year (365 days). There can be no change of residence
involving change of attendance zone during the immediate preceding year (365 days).

7.1.f. A student whose parents have resided in the school zone for a minimum of one academic
year, at during which the student has been in attendance for a minimum of one academic year, and whose
parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new school zone during the seheslterw academic year
may:

7.1.f.1. Retain eligibility as long as said the student retains continuous enrollment and
attendance, ors;

7.1.f.2. Transfer at time of change of residence to the school in the attendance zone in which
the parents are now residing and be eligible in that school, ors;

7.1.£.3. Transfer at any time prior to the start of the next seheel academic year to the school
in the attendance zone in which kis the student’s parents are residing and be eligible for interscholastic
activities at the receiving school.

7.1.f.4. However, a student who has started participation in a sport, which would include
practice or contest, that they were participating in at a WVSSAC member school, may not participate in
that sport for that sport season at the WVSSAC member school to where which they transferred, so long
as that transfer was within one contiguous county of their former member school.

7.1.g. Astudent whose parents have resided in the school zone for less than one academic year,
at during which the student has been in attendance for less than one academic year, and whose parents
make a bona fide change of residence to a new school zone during the school term may:

7.1.8.1. Retain eligibility for the balance of the academic year, provided the said student
retains continuous enrollment and attendance, ors;

7.1.8.2. Transfer at time of change of residence to the school in the attendance zone in which
the parents are now residing and be eligible in that school, ors;
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7.1.g.3. If a student chooses to remain enrolled at the school outside the attendance zone in
which kisther the student’s parents reside at the conclusion of the academic year the student will be
ineligible for the next academic year.

7.1.h. Foreign exchange students, attending a member school under the auspices of a Council on
Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET) student exchange program, shall be considered
eligible regarding residence for a maximum period of one calendar year. Said A foreign exchange student
may hot be a graduate of the secondary school of the home country and must maintain eligibility in a
member school. A foreign exchange program must assign students to schools by a method which insures
that no student, school, or other interested party may influence the assighment for athletic purposes.

7.1.i. A student returning from an approved foreign exchange program may resume
interscholastic competition in a the member school in which the student was enrolled at the point of
interruption, provided the student does not fulfill graduation requirements while participating in the
exchange program and provided the student meets all requirements relative to age and semesters of
eligibility.

7.2. Part B - Transfer.

7.2.a. If a student transfers during the seheet academic year from one secondary school to
another secondary school, said the student shall be ineligible for 365 days from date of enrollment, absent
a bona fide change of residence. Determination of a bona fide change of residence depends upon the
facts of each case and is defined as, but not limited to:

7.2.a.1. Theoriginal residence must be abandoned as a residence; in that the_original residence
is sold, rented, or disposed of as a residence, and must not be used as a residence by the immediate
family;

7.2.a.2. The change is being made with the intent that the move is permanent;
7.42.a.3. The entire family must make the change;

7.42. a.4. Documentation of connection of utilities to the residence;, (e.g. power, water, waste,
sewer);

7.22.a.5. Change of voter’s registration, driver’s license, mailing address, etc.;

7.2.a.6. If astudentreturns to a previously abandoned residence, the student shall be ineligible
for 365 days from the date of enrollment.

7.2.b. If the transfer is from a wetpubhs private/parochial school to a member school in the zone
where the student’s parents reside, a student is eligible providings: (1) the student is enrolling in a
member school for the first time, and (2) the principals of both respublic private/parochial and member
schools involved concur that undue influence is not involved with the transfer.

7.2.c. A student may be transferred from one attendance zone to another zone within the same
county by a county board of education and maintain eligibility. The transfer must be initiated by county
board of education personnel to fulfill certain special education programs(s) not available in the
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attendance zone from which the student is transferred. Upon the completion of the special program, the
student must return to the attendance zone of the student’s residence.

7.2.d. For the purpose of athletic eligibility, the Commission does not recognize emancipated
minor status as it relates to transfer, except as might occur in marriage and relocation to another school
zone.

7.2.e. Notwithstanding any other provisions of WVSSAC rules and regulations, if a student
transfers for athletic reasons, the student will be ineligible for 365 days from the date of enrollment. A
transfer for athletic reasons depends upon the facts of each case and is defined as, but not limited to:

7.2.e.1. Seeking a superior athletic teams;
7.2.e.2. Seeking a team consistent with the student’s ability=]

7.2.e.3. Seeking relief from conflict with the philosophy or action of an administrator, teacher,
or coach relating to athletics;

7.2.e.4. Seeking a means to nullify punitive action by the previous school.

7.2.f. If a student enrolls that who has been released and accepted by formal actions of county
boards of education or similar governing bodies of a rers-public private/parochial school which have
verified that such transfer is not for athletic purposes, said the student will be granted immediate
eligibility provided all other rules are met. The enrollment transfer must occur at the beginning of the 9*
grade sehosl academic year with the student enrolled on or before the eleventh instructional day of the
beginning of the seheel academic year and provided that said the student is residing with the parents.
With respect to a student whose parents reside in an attendance zone containing more than one member
school, at the time of enrollment in an out-of-district school at the beginning of the student’s 9% grade
seheol academic year, the student must identify a “home” school. In the event the student later elects to
avai-himsel-or-herselfof utilize the “transfer back” rue (§127-1-7.2.g), the student is only eligible to
transfer back to the identified “home” school. Once a student has been a member of a team that has
participated in a scrimmage or contest, the student has established eligibility at that school.

7.2.g. FRAMNSEERBAC. Transfer Back. During the 9™, 10™, 11*, and 12" grades, a student shall be
entitled to one transfer back from a school located outside the attendance zone where the student’s
parents reside into the member school located within the attendance zone where the student’s parents
reside. This school must be the home school identified in the initial enrollment in the out of district school.
Any student transferring under the provisions of this rule will not become eligible until the completion of
the-sehool academic year in which said the transfer occurs. Eligibility will begin with the succeeding fall
sports season, or immediately if the transfer back is completed on or before the eleventh instructional
day of the beginning of the sebheel academic year. Once a student has been a member of a team that has
participated in a scrimmage or contest, the student has established eligibility at that school.

7.2.h. If a member middle school student is released and accepted by formal actions of county
board of education or sikrlar governing bodiesy of a ren-publie private/parochial school which have
verified that such transfer is not for athletic purposes, said the student will be granted immediate
eligibility provided all other rules are met. The transfer must occur at the beginning of the schos!
academic year with the student enrolled on or before the eleventh instructional day of the beginning of
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the seheel academic year and provided that said the student is residing with the parents. Once a student
has been a member of a team that has participated in a scrimmage or contest, the student has established
eligibility at that school.

7.2.i. The eligibility of a student whose parents are divorced or legally separated is determined
by court decree establishing residency with one parent.

7.2.J. After establishing initial residency with one parent, all subsequent transfers will require a
period of ineligibility for 365 days from date of enrollment unless a change of residency is decreed by the
court.

§127-2-8. Adoption/Guardianship.

8.1. A student shall be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics and activities only if: (1)
residing with one or both of the parents; (2) residing with a testamentary guardian following the death of
the parents; or (3) residing in a location where the student was placed by the West\irginia-Department
efHealth-ard-HumarReseurees WVDHHR pursuant to WVSSAC Rule §127-2-7.1.c.

8.2. The residence of a testamentary guardian shall constitute the residence of the ward when, and
only when;: (1) sueh the testamentary guardian has been duly appointed by the last will and testament
of the student’s last surviving parent; (2) said the testamentary guardian has duly qualified as such before
the proper tribunal in West Virginia; and (3) the student is actually residing in the household of the
testamentary guardian at the time of the student’s sport participation.

8.3. Notwithstanding any other provision of the WVSSAC rules and regulations, any student residing
with a guardian/custodian other than a testamentary guardian may not compete for a school in any sport
on the varsity level but may compete at the junior varsity level. If a student elects to participate at the
junior varsity level pursuant to this rule, the student may not participate at the varsity level even after
being enrolled at the school for 365 days. However, if a student elects to participate at the junior varsity
level pursuant to this rule, and then commences to reside with a custodial parent, the student may
participate at the varsity level notwithstanding the fact that the student had previously participated at
the junior varsity level pursuant to this rule.

8.4. Notwithstanding any other provisions of WVSSAC rules and regulations, legal guardian/ custodian
may hot be changed for athletic reasons. A transfer for athletic reasons is defined as—butnotlimitedte
in §127-2-7.2.e.1-4.

§127-2-9. Undue Influence - Recruiting.
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9.1. The use of influence by a person or group, connected or not connected with the school, to secure
or retain a student for athletic participation is not permitted and may cause the student to be ineligible
and may cause certain sanctions to be placed against the member school.

9.2. An employee of the school system shall not initiate any communication regarding athletic
participation or enrollment with a student, parent of a student, guardian, or family member, in person or
through a third party, prior to enrollment. This does not include the introduction of athletic programs to
students at feeder schools.

9.3. A student, parent of a student, or guardian shall not be offered for the purpose of encouraging
enrollment in a school or participation in an athletic program any inducement, such as free tuition, jobs,
supplies, uniforms, other than that which is provided for all students.

§127-2-10. Non-school Participation.

10.1. During the seheet academic year and while a member of a school team, a student shall neither
participate, which wewd includes, but is not limited to, fund-raising activities, team picture, tryouts, etc.,
on any formally organized non-school team in the same sport, nor shall the student compete as an
individual unattached in non-school formally organized competition in the same sport. The following
sports are exempted from the provisions of this rule: cross country, golf, swimming, tennis, track, and
wrestling, providireged that:

10.1.a. participation is approved by the student’s principal-,_and

10.1.b. the student misses no school-sponsored athletic contest involving a team in that sport.

10.2. A student may participate as a member of a national team (and the actual, direct tryouts
thereof) which is defined as:

10.2.a. one selected by the national governing body of the sports;

10.2.b. while representing the National Federation in an International Schoolsport Federation;;

10.2.c. as arepresentative of the United States in recognized national or international events:; or

10.2.d. a qualifier for the West Virginia Golf Association’s Amateur Championship or the United
States Golf Association’s United States Amateur Championship.

10.3. A student who has participated on a non-school team or as an individual unattached in
non-school formally organized competition after the beginning practice date of that sport will be ineligible
for participation on that school team for that season in that particular sport except as provided by Rules

§§127-2-10.1 and 10.2.

§127-2-11. Amateur.

10
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11.1. A student who represents a school in an interscholastic sport shall be an amateur in that sport.
An amateur athlete is one who engages in athletic competition solely for the physical, mental, social, and
pleasure benefits derived therefrom. An athlete forfeits amateur status in a sport by:

11.1.a. competing for money or other monetary compensation (allowable travel, meals, and
lodging expenses may be accepted);

11.1.b. receiving any award or prize of monetary value which has not been approved by the
WVSSAC;

11.1.c. capitalizing on athletic fame by receiving maoney or gifts of manetary value (scholarships
to institutions of higher learning are specifically exempted);

11.1.d. signing a professional playing contract in that sport.

11.2. Accepting a nominal, standard fee or salary for instructing, supervising, or officiating in
organized youth sports program or recreation, playground, or camp activities shall not jeopardize amateur
status. “Organized youth sports program” includes both school and non-school programs. Compensation
for giving private lessons is permissible if approved by the WVSSAC.

11.3. A student who loses amateur status may apply to the WVSSAC for reinstatement in the
interscholastic program after a waiting period of one complete high school season (starting practice date

through state tournament or end of season) for that sport.

11.4. A senior student may participate in a professional tryout either during or after the season of
that sport provided that:

11.4.a. that it does not occur on the day of a school contest of that sport:; ef and
11.4.b. that it meets with the principal’s approval.
§127-2-12. Participation as an Ineligible.

12.1. Any student who participates in an interscholastic athletic contest as an ineligible, either
knowingly or inadvertently, shall be ineligible for a period not to exceed 365 days as determined by the
Executive Director.

§127-2-13. Practice.

13.1. Only students enrolled and eligible to be listed on the eligibility certificate for that sport in the
specific member school are allowed to participate in that school’s practices. Exceptions - Rules
§§127-2-3.2,127-2-3.5 and 127-2-13.6.

13.2. The frequency and length of practice is at the discretion of each member school.

13.3. Member schools of the WVSSAC may practice on any day of the year with the exception of

Sunday practice. Rule §127-3-14.2 further clarifies Sunday practice.
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13.4. Individual players of a team must have practiced;
13.4.a. on 7 SERARATE separate days before participating in an interscholastic scrimmage.

13.4.b. on 14 SERARAFE separate days, exclusive of the day of a contest, before participating in
an interscholastic contest. The following sport(s) is exempted from the provisions of this rule: golf.

13.4.c. A student athlete who is absent from practice with their team for non-medical reasons,
and not under a doctor care, for more than fourteen (14) consecutive days must have the required full
fourteen (14) practice days before resuming participation in a contest. Students participating in football
must follow the practice progression as set forth in Rule §127-3-23.

13.5. A student shall not be permitted to engage in interscholastic practice until that student has filed
with the principal a completed Athletic Participation/Parental Consent/Physician’s Certificate Form. Rede
§127-3-3 further explains this required form.

13.6. A student academically ineligible may begin practicing 15 school days immediately prior to the
date of regaining full eligibility. (All other ineligible students may not practice.)

13.7. If a student has established eligibility in a sport requiring 14 separate days of practice and is
continuing to participate in that sport or no school days have lapsed from one sport to another sportin a
same season, the student may participate in another sport of the season after completing sever five (5)
separate days of sport specific practice in the second sport.

13.8. Students participating in a sport(s) in one season must have practiced 14 separate days,
exclusive of the day of a contest, to be eligible to participate in asport in the next season with the following
exception: the student has continued to practice or participate in tournament play without an
interruption of school days. The student must complete sever five (5) separate days of sport specific
practice in the second sport.

§127-2-14. Concussion.

14.1. Pursuant to W. Va. Code §18-2-25a, Mmember schools are to provide information in the format
approved by the WVSSAC Board of Directors to appropriate school administrators, coaches,
interscholastic athletes, and their parents or guardians describing the nature and risk of concussion and
head injury, including the risks of continuing to play or practice after a concussion or head injury.
Annually, all interscholastic athletes and their parents are required to sign and return a statement that
they have read the information provided to them prior to the interscholastic athlete beginning practice
or competition for that scholastic year. (See, WVSSAC, Sports Medicine tab, Sports Medicine Packet:
Athletic Participation/Parental Consent/Physician’s Certificate Form (Physical Exam Form), A Parent’s
Guide to Concussions (Information to parents), available on the WWVSSAC website at
http://www.wvssac.org.)

14.2. Each head coach of member schools is required annually to complete a concussion and
head injury recognition and return-to-play protocol course approved by the WVSSAC. (See, WVSSAC,
Sports Medicine tab, Sports Medicine Packet: Coach’s Course, available on the WVSSAC website at
http://www.wvssac.org.)
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14.3. An interscholastic athlete suspected of a concussion or head injury by a licensed health care
professional or by the head coach or athletic trainer shall be removed from play or practice say and not
return-to-play or practice until the athlete is evaluated by a licensed health care professional trained in
the evaluation and management of concussions and receives written clearance to return-to-play and
practice from the licensed health care professional. (See, WVSSAC, Sports Medicine tab, Sports Medicine
Packet: available on the WVSSAC website at http://www.wvssac.org.)

14.4. Any of the following who have appropriate training in the evaluation and management of head
injuries shall be considered as the licensed health care professional enumerated in this rule:

14.4.a. Medical Doctor (MD);

14.4.b. Doctor of Osteopathy (DO};

14.4.c. Doctor of Chiropractic (DC);

14.4.d. Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner (ARNP);
14.4.e. Physician Assistant (PA-C), or

14.4.f. Registered Certified Athletic Trainer (ATC/R).

14.5. Member schools must submit the concussion report form to the WVSSAC within 30 days of an
interscholastic athlete suffering or being suspected of suffering a concussion or head injury in a practice
or game. (See, WVSSAC, Sports Medicine tab, Sports Medicine Packet, available on the WVSSAC website
at http://www.wvssac.org.)

14.6. The West Virginia Board of Education shall be notified if any of the documents referred to in
this section of the rule are revised, amended, or altered as to form or content. The documents shall
include but not be limited to: Athletic Participation/Parental Consent/Physician’s Certificate Form
(Physical Exam Form); A Parent’s Guide to Concussions (Information to Parents), Coach’s Course, Return
to Play Protocol, Concussion Report form. All forms are found in the WVSSAC Sports Medicine Packet
and are available under the Sports Medicine tab, Sports Medicine Packet on the WVSSAC website at
http://www.wvssac.org.)

§127-2-14. Emergency Action Plan (EAP).

15.1. On or before December 31, 2017, each member school shall adopt and submit to the WVSSAC
and to the county board of 3ducation an EAP for athletics, designed to respond to athletic injuries that
occur on school property during school-sponsored athletic practices and events.

15.2. Each EAP shall include:

15.2.a. Implementation of the FAP for every sport at every level. The EAP shall discuss how it is
to be implemented with the participation of the school’s principal and athletic director (if any), coaches,
and athletes.
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15.2.b. Training. The EAP shall include any necessary training for any person designated as
responsible for any portion of the implementation of the EAP. Training may be in person or online, as
may be available to the school.

15.2.c. Protocol for summoning emergency medical assistance. The EAP shall discuss how the

school’s sports teams will assign responsibility for summoning emergency medical assistance in the case
of an emergency during a practice or event.

15.2.d. Protocol for beginning Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR). The EAP shall discuss how
the school’s sports teams will assign responsibility for beginning CPR in the event it is necessary. Each

sports team must have individuals trained in CPR. The school shall provide proper training to any
individual assigned responsibility for performing CPR.

15.2.e. Protocol for the use of Automated External Defibrillator (AED). It is recommended that
each school have an AED available. The EAP must address how the school’s sports teams will assign
responsibility for retrieving and using an AED in the event it is necessary. Each sports team must be
instructed on the location of the nearest AED to any practice or event facility (even if the closest one is
not at the school). The school shall provide proper training to any individual assigned responsibility for

using an AED.

15.2.f. Protocol for the treatment of heat stroke. The EAP must address how the school’s sports
teams will prepare for and treat heat stroke. Each sports team that practices outdoors is recommended
to have available an emersion tub, and must have water, ice, and towels, to be used for the treatment of
heat stroke. The EAP must address how the school’s sports teams will assign responsibility for obtaining
these items and preparing them before a practice or game begins.

15.2.2. Written records. The EAP shall require that each of the school’s sports teams assign
responsibility for the items discussed above at the beginning of each season, and record those

assignments on a written record, which record shall be retained by the sports team and the school.

15.2.h. Symptoms and risk factors for sudden cardiac arrest. The EAP shall require that schools
train athletes, coaches, and volunteers about the symptoms and risk factors for sudden cardiac arrest.

15.2.i. Coordination with local Emergency Medical Systems. The EAP shall require that schools
coordinate with their local Emergency Medical Services (EMS) personnel, notifying EMS personnel of the
availability of AEDs at the school, and notifying EMS personnel of the EAP adopted by the school.

15.2.i. Follow up retraining. The EAP shall require that school sports teams that respond to an
emergency incident meet to discuss their response after the incident has passed. Discussion shall center
on the team’s response to the incident, areas for improvement, and retraining that may be necessary, and
any counseling that may be required for the individuals involved.

15.3. Schools may, but are not required to adopt the Anyone Can Save a Life Program (available at
wiww. anyonecansavealife.org), which meets all of the requirements of this rule, to be implemented as
that schools EAP in compliance with this rule.

15.4. Each EAP adopted pursuant to this rule shall be provided to the county board of education, and
shall be retained by the county board of education until the EAP is superseded by a revised EAP.
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Woest Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (WVSSAC)
Series 2, Athletics, Provision Governing Eligibility

COMMENT PERIOD ENDS: July 16, 2018

COMMENT RESPONSE FORM

The following form is provided to assist those who choose to comment on WVSSAC Series 2, Athletics,
Provisions Governing Eligibility. Additional sheets may be attached, if necessary.

Name: Organization:

Title:

City: State:

Please check the box below that best describes your role.

O School System Superintendent O School System Staff 0O Parent/Family
O Principal o Teacher 0O Business/Industry
O Professional Support Staff O Service Personnel o Community Member

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS
Removal of “9'" grade” (inclusive of “junior high”) throughout Series 2.

§127-2-7.2.a.6.
{Prevent acquiring temporary residence in another school zone for athletic eligibility.)

§127-2-13.7 and 13.8.
(Allow students coming from another sport to practice 2 less days.)

§127-2-15.
{Add new Emergency Action Plan to the Rules & Regulation Handbook.)

Other proposed changes to Series 2; please identify section associated with your comment(s).




Please direct all comments to:

Mr. Bernie Dolan
Executive Director
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
2875 Staunton Turnpike
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26104
Telephone No.: (304) 485-5494
Fax No.: (304) 428-5431



