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TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE
BOARD OF EDUCATICN

SERIES 441
WEST VIRGINIA COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READINESS STANDARDS FOR THE ARTS (2520.9)

§126-441-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- W. Va. 126CSR42, West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) Policy 2510, Assuring the
Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs (Policy 2510), provides a definition of a delivery
system for, and an assessment and accountability system for, a thorough and efficient education for West
Virginia public school students. Policy 2520.9 defines the Arts content standards as required by Policy
2510.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Constitution, Article XIl, §2; and W. Va. Code §§18-2-5 and 18-2-9.
1.3. Filing Date. -- June 15, 2018.
1.4. Effective Date. -- July 16, 2018.

1.5. Repeal of a Former Rule. -- This legislative rule repeals and replaces W. Va. 126C5R44|, WVBE
Policy 2520.9, 21 Century Dance Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, filed March
16, 2007, and effective July 1, 2008; repeals W. Va. 126C5R44J, WVBE Policy 2520.10, 215* Century Music
Education Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, filed March 16, 2007, and effective
July 1, 2008; repeals W. Va. 126CSR44K, WVBE Policy 2520.11, 21% Century Theatre Content Standards
and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, filed March 16, 2007, and effective July 1, 2008; and repeals
W. Va. 126CSR44L, WVBE Policy 2520.12, 21% Century Visual Art Content Standards and Objectives for
West Virginia Schools, filed March 16, 2007, and effective July 1, 2008.

§126-441-2. Purpose.

2.1. This rule defines the content standards for the program of study required by Policy 2510 in areas
of dance, music, theatre, and visual arts.

§126-441-3. Incorporation by Reference.

3.1. A copy of the West Virginia College- and Career-Readiness Standards (WVCCRS) for the arts is
attached and incorporated by reference into this rule. Copies may be obtained from the Office of the
Secretary of State or the West Virginia Department of Education.

§126-441-4. Summary of the Content Standards.

4.1. The WVBE has the responsibility for establishing high-quality standards pertaining to all education
programs (W. Va. Code §18-2-5). The content standards provide a focus for teachers to teach and
students to learn those skills and competencies essential for future success in the workplace and further
education. The document includes content standards for the arts and an explanation of terms.
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§126-441-5. Severability.

5.1. If any provisions of this rule or the application thereof to any person or circumstances are held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this rule.
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Introduction

WVCCRS have been developed with the goal of preparing students for a wide range of high-quality
postsecondary opportunities. Specifically, college- and career-readiness refers to the knowledge, skills,
and dispositions needed to be successful in higher education and/or training that lead to gainful
employment. The WVCCRS establish a set of knowledge and skills that all individuals need to transition
into higher education or the workplace, as both realms share many expectations. All students throughout
their educational experience, should develop a full understanding of the career opportunities available,
the education necessary to be successful in their chosen pathway, and a plan to attain their goals.

WVCCRS for the Arts promote proficiency in performing a range of material or creating two or three
dimensional artworks, analyzing and processing feedback, the application of verbal and non-verbal
communication, and integrity in responsible collaboration with peers. Students will develop problem
solving and critical thinking skills independently and collaboratively as they engage in the common
domains of the arts — create, connect, explore, perform, relate, respond, and others germane to specific
arts disciplines. College-and career-readiness is supported in the arts as students acquire and further
develop abilities to become creators, consumers and advocates of the arts.

Committees of educators from across the state convened to revise the standards. The overarching goal
was to build rigorous, relevant and challenging arts education programming that would prepare students
for college- and career-readiness. West Virginia educators and representatives from higher education
institutions played a key role in shaping the standards to align with research and best practice in the field
of arts education. The contribution of these professionals was critical in creating a policy that is
meaningful to classroom teachers and appears in a format that can easily be used and understood.
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Explanation of Terms

Domains are the broad components that make up a content area; e.g., create, connect, explore, perform,
relate, respond are domains found in all arts disciplines.

Create - In the arts, to create is to generate, conceptualize, and express artistic ideas and work.
It can include a performance, a composition, and/or a two and three dimensional piece of art.
Connect - In the arts, to connect is to synthesize and relate knowledge and experiences to make
art. It can include relating artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context to
deepen understanding.

Explore - In the arts, to explore is to study, analyze, experience, describe and interpret arts
disciplines.

Perform - In the arts, to perform is to interpret, develop and refine artistic ideas and works for
presentation and study. It can include individual and group efforts.

Relate - In the arts, to relate is to understand the relationship of a single arts discipline to other
arts disciplines, other disciplines outside the arts, and to a variety of cultures and historical
periods.

Respond - In the arts, to respond is to perceive, interpret, and analyze artistic work giving it
meaning. |t can include applying criteria to evaluate artistic work.

Others specific to theatre and visual art are: Theatre - scriptwriting, acting, technical theatre, directing,
and Visual Art — media, techniques and processes, elements of art and principles of design, subject matter,
symbols, and Ideas, art history and diversity, reflection and analysis and multi-disciplinary connections.
These content-specific domains are featured in chart form at the beginning of standards in which they

appear.

Standards are the expectations for what students should know, understand, and be able to do; standards
represent educational goals.

Numbering of Standards
The numbering for each standard is composed of three or four parts, each part separated by a period:

the content area code (e.g., MU foar Music).
the grade level or high school content area,
the course level (when applicable), and

the standard.

llustration: MU.K-2.1 refers to General Music, grades K-2, standard 1

MU.B.3.22 refers to Band, level lll, standard 22.

Abbreviations:
MU — Music
VA — Visual Art
DA - Dance

TH — Theatre

The following four arts disciplines are:
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Music education

Music education provides students with opportunities to explore the world of music through singing,
playing instruments, moving, and listening and to develop skills to perform, create, and appreciate music.
Civic literacy is developed in music education through the study of patriotic and folk music. In addition,
global awareness will be introduced to the student through experiencing the music of other cultures.
Collaboration skills will be emphasized as students learn to perform with others in various ensembles.
Critical-thinking skills will be sharpened as students actively listen and respond to what they hear.
Creativity and problem-solving skills will be developed through simple composition and improvisation.
Students will relate music to other disciplines, including literature, math, science, and visual art.

Visual Art education

The study of visual art provides students with the skills to appreciate and create and visual art. In visual
art, students explore the world of art through subject matter that centers on the student’s own
environment, allowing them to express feelings and ideas using a variety of media and tools.
Communication skills are developed as students discover how to communicate through art and to discuss
their own creations. Technical expertise is honed as they learn to use tools properly for drawing, painting,
printing, and sculpture. As they develop their artistic sensibilities, students will build upon their knowledge
of the elements and principles of visual art to investigate more complex concepts of artistic design. Civic
literacy is developed as subject matter expands from personal to the community, environment, nature
and other cultures, and an understanding of connections between the arts and other disciplines is formed.

Dance education

The study of dance provides students with the skills to perform, create, and appreciate dance. Students
will experience a variety of dance concepts, ideas, and techniques. Advancing personal knowledge of a
variety of dance concepts, ideas, and techniques, students develop as dance artists. In dance education,
students evaluate personal actions, commitment, and discipline necessary to achieve dance goals
discovering an individual voice as an artist performer. Health literacy is developed as students identify
strategies and approaches which can ensure the health and care of the dancer’s instrument (body). Civic
literacy is developed as students explore the influence of culture, historical period, and context on the
creation and interpretation of dance.

Theatre education

The study of theatre provides students with the skills to perform, create, and appreciate theatre. In
theatre, students study, adapt, and create stories for performance; identify contemporary styles of
theatre/drama and depict characters in them; identify elements of technical theatre; and demonstrate
technical theatre knowledge and skills. Communication and collaboration skills are developed as
students discuss multiple interpretations for production ideas and collaborate to uncover how the non-
dramatic art forms enhance a theatre production. Through exploration of diverse texts, students will
study the influence of culture, historical period, and context on the creation and interpretation of
theatre.
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General Music - Grades K-8

The sequential program of music study will include, but not be limited to, general music kindergarten
through eighth grade. Sufficient time should be allotted for students to achieve the General Music
Standards. A quality music program brings richness to the school curriculum; therefore, it is
recommended that schools provide more than a sufficient amount of time for the delivery of the music
curriculum. The standards are written to maximize teacher flexibility and creativity in delivering quality
music instruction to all students.

Performing Exploring

» Sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire | ® Read and notate music
of music. e Listen to, analyze, and describe music

s Perform on instruments, alone and with e Evaluate music and music perfermances.
others, a varied repertoire of music.

Creating Relating

» |mprovise melodies, variations, and e Understand relationships between music, the
accompaniments. other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

» Compose and arrange music within specified e Understand music in relation to history and
guidelines. culture.

General Music - Grades K-2

In General Music - K-2, students will explore the world of music through singing, playing instruments,
moving and listening. They will develop a beginning recognition of simple music notation and an
awareness of the singing voice. Opportunities will be provided to sing patriotic and folk songs that support
civic literacy. In addition, global awareness will be introduced to the student through experiencing the
music of other cultures. Collaboration skills will be emphasized as students begin to sing and perform on
instruments with others. Critical-thinking skills will be sharpened as students actively listen and respond
to what they hear. Creativity and problem-solving skills will be developed through simple composition
and improvisation. Students will begin relating music to other disciplines, including literature, math,
science, and visual art.

Performing

MU.K-2.1 Participate in a variety of singing.

MU.K-2.2 Echo and perform rhythms.

MU.K-2.3 Communicate by moving expressively to music (e.g., tempo, accent, form,

instrumentation and varied pitches).

MU.K-2.4 Perform an accompaniment (e.g., rhythm, melodic instruments, or body percussion).
Exploring

MU.K-2.5 Demonstrate, with appropriate guidance, knowledge of music contrasts (e.g., high/low,

beat, melodic contour, tonality and meter) in music from a variety of cultures selected
for performance.

MU.K-2.6 Analyze selected music, read, and perform rhythmic and/or melodic patterns using
iconic or standard notation.
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MU.K-2.7 Identify musical instruments from a variety of ensembles and cultures.
MU.K-2.8 Discuss appropriate musical terminology.
Creating
MU.K-2.9 Explore and/or create musical ideas through a variety of medium, with appropriate
guidance.
MU.K-2.10 Explain and/or demonstrate musical ideas/devices that represent expressive intent.
Relating
MU.K-2.11 Explain and demonstrate how personal interests and experiences influence musical
selection for specific purposes.
MU.K-2.12 Sing, perform, and relate West Virginia songs to West Virginia history and West Virginia
geography.
MU.K-2.13 Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and other arts, other
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.
MU.K-2.14 Compare and contrast personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation and active

listening of music for specific purposes.

General Music - Grades 3-5

In General Music — 3-5, students will develop further independence in the use of the singing voice. Terms
will be added to the basic music vocabulary for continued music literacy. Through the use of the voice,
classroom instruments and body percussion, students’ creativity and problem-solving skills will be further
developed as they improvise and compose rhythms and melodies. Critical-thinking skills will be refined
by evaluating personal musical performances and the performances of others. Global awareness will be

expanded through performing and listening to music of other cultures.

Students will continue to

collaborate with others in classroom ensembles. Students will relate music to other disciplines by singing
songs in foreign languages and examining the correlation of music with history and visual art.

Performing
MU.3-5.1 Demonstrate singing a variety of musical styles.
MU.3-5.2 Demonstrate understanding of the structure and the elements of music (e.g., rhythm,
pitch, form, and harmony) in music for selected parformances.
MU.3-5.3 Read and perform music using standard notation.
MU.3-5.4 Demonstrate a variety of tempi and form through movement.
MU.3-5.5 Perform music following the cues of a conductor.
MU.3-5.6 Demonstrate and explain intent through interpretive decisions and expressive qualities
(e.g., dynamics, tempo, timbre, and articulation/style).
Exploring
MU.3-5.7 Identify aurally and visually a variety of instruments, vocal timbres, and music
ensembles.
MU.3-5.8 Demonstrate understanding of musical concepts through the use of standard and/or
iconic notation and/or recording technology.
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MU.3-5.9 Read and notate from the grand staff.

MU.3-5.10 Discover a variety of expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics, phrasing, articulation, form,
and tempao) relating to musical performance.

MU.3-5.11 Analyze and understand appropriate tone production for instruments and voices.

Creating

MU.3-5.12 Improvise rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ideas, and explain connections to specific
purpose and context (e.g., social, cultural, and historical).

MU.3-5.13 Generate musical ideas (e.g., rhythms, melodies, and accompaniment patterns) within
specific related tonalities, meters, and simple chord changes.

MU.3-5.14 Create rhythmic and melodic ideas based on varied music forms.

Relating

MU.3-5.15 Demonstrate and interpret the influence of personal interest, knowledge, and context
and technical skill on music selection.

MU.3-5.16 Relate contextual influence (e.g., social, cultural, and historical) to music performances.

MU.3-5.17 Sing, perform, and relate West Virginia songs to West Virginia history and West Virginia
geography.

MU.3-5.18 Compare and contrast personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation and active
listening of music for specific purposes, citing evidence from the elements of music.

MU.3-5.19 Apply teacher-provided, collaboratively-developed, and/or established criteria and
feedback to evaluate accuracy of ensemble and personal performances.

MU.3-5.20 Demonstrate connections between music and other arts, other disciplines, varied
contexts, and daily life.

MU.3-5.21 Explore life skills relevant to musical careers.

General Music - Grades 6-8

In General Music — 6-8, students will continue to build proper singing technique. Student creativity and
problem-solving will be demonstrated through interpretation, improvisation, and compaosition of music.
Students will increase their civic literacy through singing both patriotic songs and the songs of West
Virginia. Global awareness will be further expanded through performing and listening to music of other
cultures. Students will explore the role of the musician in society and careers in music. Students will
relate music to other disciplines through the study of acoustics and the study of history as it relates to the
evolution of musical style.

Performing
MU.6-8.1 Sing songs and/or play instruments, including major and/or minor melodies, and in
unison and/or two-part harmany.
MU.6-8.2 Play major/minor chords
MU.6-8.3 Perform, explore, and characterize music in a variety of styles and genres, (e.g.,
classical, global, jazz).
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Exploring
MU.6-8.4 Aurally identify soprano, alto, tenor, and bass voices.
MU.6-8.5 Aurally distinguish between major and minor tonalities.
MU.6-8.6 Visually and aurally identify musical instruments.
MU.6-8.7 Read rhythmic patterns in multiple meters (e.g., 2/4, 4/4, 3/4, and 6/8,)
MU.6-8.8 Read notation for bass and treble clef, including grand staff notation.
MU.6-8.9 Follow a music score and interpret music form, tempo/dynamics, DC, DS, first and
second endings, and any modulations.
MU.6-8.10 Evaluate vocal and instrumental performances.
Creating
MU.6-8.11 Improvise on percussion instrument (e.g., drum circle or percussion ensemble).
MU.6-8.12 Compose a piece in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, or 6/8 meters.
MU.6-8.13 Improvise on a melodic instrument (e.g., ii - V - |; - Blues).
MU.6-8.14 Compose a melody using major or minor tonalities.
Relating

MU.6-8.15 Develop civic literacy by singing and relating West Virginia songs to West Virginia
history and geography.

MU.6-8.16 Discuss the evolution of musical styles, including relationships to historical events.

MU.6-8.17 Examine the science of acoustics.

MU.6-8.18 Use information and communication technology to examine the financial, economic,
business, and entrepreneurial aspects of music careers.

MU.6-8.19 Discuss and demonstrate social responsibility through appropriate audience behavior

in a given setting.
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The following music courses are arranged by level. Levels identify mastery of standards. Some students
may need to spend additional time in one or more level(s). Counties may continue to offer individual
courses for each grade in 6-8, 9-12 and lower levels where appropriate.

ANCILLARY

Ancillary Standards provide opportunities for students in grades K-12 to experience making and creating
music beyond the traditional choral, instrumental, and string electives. Opportunities prevail to provide
instruction in specific instruments or the creation of ensembles which can be characteristic of cultures,
genres, and styles. Previous standards in piano and guitar provided a blueprint for these ancillary
standards.

A variety of non-traditional ensembles having a proprietary definition can surface. These are called X
Ensembles. Examples of X-Ensembles include, but are not limited to: rock band, steel band, handbells,
percussion ensembles, Orff ensembles, ukulele ensembles, mariachi band, bluegrass band, technology
based ensembles, strolling strings, and world music and ethnic music ensembles.

The Ancillary Standards include Guitar, Piano, and X Ensembles.

Performing Exploring

o Perform on instruments, alone and with e Read and notate music.
others, a varied repertoire of music. e Listen to, analyze, and describe music.

s |mprovise melodies, variations and e Understand relationships between music, the
accompaniments. arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

s Compose and arrange music within specified ¢ Understand music in relation to history and
guidelines. culture.

Guitar Level | - Grades 6 - 12

All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates content standards,
learning skills, and technology. In Guitar Level |, students will begin a basic study of guitar. Students will
learn the correct wrist, hand, and body positions, block and broken chord patterns, cadences using |, IV,
and V chords, and simple pieces. Sight-reading rhythms and notes in treble clef will be practiced and
evaluation skills will be developed.

Performing
MU.AG.1.1 Maintain a steady beat.
MU.AG.1.2 Demonstrate correct hand and body positions to play guitar.

MU.AG.1.3 Show appropriate tuning techniques.

MU.AG.1.4 Perform basic strumming and plucking technigues for chords and melodies.

MU.AG.1.5 Parform chords in a variety of major and minor keys in |-IV-V progressions.

MU.AG.1.6 Parform basic songs, including fingerpicking of melodies and appropriate chordal
accompaniment of a melody, in meters of 2, 3, and 4.

Exploring
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MU.AG.1.7 Read a variety of notation to include chord charts, standard notation, and tablature, in
a variety of keys and meters.

MU.AG.1.8 Interpret a variety of symbols, including but not limited to, repeat signs, multiple
endings, D.S. or D.C. al fine, ties, dynamic abbreviations, fermata, double bar.

MU.AG.1.9 Play and sing melodies from a lead sheet while performing chordal accompaniment.

MU.AG.1.10 | Identify the parts of the guitar and their function.

MU.AG.1.11 Listen to and analyze a piece of music using appropriate technical vocabulary
examining form, dynamics, tempo, range, tonality, modulations, dynamics, and tone.

MU.AG.1.12 Evaluate aspects of their own performance.

Creating

MU.AG.1.13 | Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations.

MU.AG.1.14 | Improvise a chordal accompaniment utilizing both up and down strokes appropriate to
a given melody.

Relating

MU.AG.1.15 | Identify prolific classical guitarists and discuss their technique using appropriate
vocabulary.

MU.AG.1.16 Research the global origin of the guitar and related instruments.

MU.AG.1.17 Research and/or collect examples of exemplary guitar technique acrass a variety of
styles.

MU.AG.1.18 | Describe how sound is produced on a string instrument and relate this to the science
of acoustics.

Guitar Level Il - Grades 6 - 12

All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates content standards,
learning skills, and technology. In Guitar Level Il, students will continue the study of guitar. Students will
refine playing techniques, practice major and minor scales and cadences, and compose a melody with
accompaniment. Music reading and evaluation skills will be expanded. The various roles of guitar and
guitarists will be examined.

Performing
MU.AG.2.1 Expand beyond level one skills to include advanced strumming, plucking, and finger
picking techniques (e.g. hammer on, pull, bend, harmonics, tremolo, mute).
MU.AG.2.2 Expand use of different key signatures, meters, tempi, and contrasting dynamics.
MU.AG.2.3 Perform songs outside the basic I-IV-V chord progressions that use more advanced
chords
MU.AG.2.4 Refine performance of ensemble playing (e.g. plucking duets or trios).
Exploring
MU.AG.2.5 Expand reading and notation skills, including more advanced chord charts, tablature,
and standard notation.
MU.AG.2.6 Interpret more advanced notation symbols, including fermata, accents, tempo change
and dynamic changes (e.g. accelerando, crescendo, decrescendo).
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MU.AG.2.7 Expand sight reading skills to include melodies and chords in a greater number of
major and minor keys.

MU.AG.2.8 Play familiar melodies by ear.

Creating

MU.AG.2.9 Improvise a melody to match a chordal accompaniment using familiar melodic
patterns.

MU.AG.2.10 | Create an advanced strumming pattern {including down and up strums, mutes) to
accompany a familiar melody.

MU.AG.2.11 | Transpose a familiar melody and chord progression into a different key signature.

Relating

MU.AG.2.12 Discuss guitar works that have been inspired by works of visual art.

MU.AG.2.13 Relate musical style genres to periods and events in history.

MU.AG.2.14 | Research a piece of well-known classical guitar literature and its composer,
investigating in particular the compositional motives and intention.

MU.AG.2.15 | Listen to and discuss West Virginia guitarists (e.g. Ryan Kennedy, Kathy Mattea, Brad
Paisley, Bill Withers).

MU.AG.2.16 | Compare guitar techniques to those of other string instruments (e.g. ukulele,
mandolin, dobro, lute).

Pianco Level | - Grades 6-12

All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates content standards,
learning skills, and technology. Level | piano standards are written for students beginning the basic study
of the piano. Typically, these students have never studied an instrument or have had minimal musical
training. Students learn correct wrist, hand, and body positions in playing major scales, block and broken
chord patterns, cadences using |, IV, and V chords, and simple pieces. Students accompany simple
melodies with broken chords. Sight-reading in treble and bass clefs are practiced and self-evaluation skills
are developed.

Performing

MU.AP.1.1 Maintain a steady beat.

MU.AP.1.2 Demonstrate correct hand and body positions to play piano.

MU.AP.1.3 Perform repertoire at a beginner level, which includes block and broken chord
patterns, major scales, contrasting dynamics, chordal accompaniment, dynamic
changes, simple duets, and a variety of articulations (staccato, legato, etc.)

MU.AP.1.4 Perform a variety of rhythmic patterns in tempo, to include {(but not limited to) whole,
half, quarter, and eighth notes and rests, and their dotted forms

Explaring

MU.AP.1.5 Identify notes in the grand staff.

10
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MU.AP.1.6 Read and notate a variety of rhythms in a variety of meters, including 2/4, 3/4, and
4/4.
MU.AP.1.7 Visually identify stepwise motion, skip wise motion, and a variety of key signatures.
MU.AP.1.8 Identify and discuss a variety of music components and nuances including bar lines,
measures, accidentals, repeat signs, phrase markings, D.C. al fing, D. S., the physical
structure and function of the piano.
MU.AP.1.9 Sight read simple melodies.
MU.AP.1.10 Evaluate aspects of their own performance (e.g. correct pitch, rhythm, dynamics).
Creating
MU.AP.1.11 Harmonize a simple melody using |, IV, and V; chords.
MU.AP.1.12 Improvise a short melody within specified guidelines.
MU.AP.1.13 Compose a block chord accompaniment using |, 1V, and V-7 chords.
Relating
MU.AP.1.14 Discuss the science of acoustics in relation to the piano (e.g., different lengths of
strings and different thickness of strings produce different pitches).
MU.AP.1.15 Research the history of the piano and related instruments.
MU.AP.1.16 Discuss concert etiquette for the audience member and the performer.
MU.AP.1.17 Discuss whether or not the piano is a member of either the percussion, string or the
chordophone family.

Pianc Level Il — Grades 6-12

All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates content standards,
learning skills, and technology. Level Il piano standards are written for students continuing the study of
piano. Students refine playing techniques, practice major and minor scales and cadences, and compose
a melody with accompaniment. Music literacy and evaluation skills are expanded. Various roles of
keyboard musicians are examined.

Performing
MU.AP.2.1 Expand beyond level one skills to include rhythms with sixteenths, dotted quarters,
and related rests; block and broken chord patterns and chordal accompaniments in
additional key sighatures, and major scales in additional key signatures.
MU.AP.2.2 Expand use of contrasting dynamics (e.g. mezzo piano, fortissimo, sforzando).
MU.AP.2.3 Perform using the damper pedal in legato passages.
MU.AP.2.4 Refine performance of piano duets.
Exploring
MU.AP.2.5 Expand reading and notation skills in the grand staff, including sixteenth notes, dotted
guarters, and rests.
MU.AP.2.6 Interpret fermatas, accents, tempo markings (e.g. “adagio” or quarter note =60).

11
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MU.AP.2.7 Read and demonstrate basic syncopation.
MU.AP.2.8 Expand sight-reading skills, using both hands together at an appropriate level of
difficulty.
Creating
MU.AP.2.9 Improvise a simple melody over given |, IV, and V; chords.
MU.AP.2.10 Continue to accompany melodies using |, IV, and V5 chords in different keys.
MU.AP.2.11 Compose a short melody using proper phrase structure (antecedent/consequent) and
phrase technigues.
Relating
MU.AP.2.12 Explore community opportunities for pianists.
MU.AP.2.13 Identify various roles that keyboard musicians perform.
MU.AP.2.14 Research electronic keyboards/ synthesizers and the role they play in popular music.
MU.AP.2.15 Compare the characteristics of a piece of piano music and another art form including

the basic content of each (e.g., unity, variety, repetition and contrast).

Pianc Level lll - Grades 6-12

All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates content standards,
learning skills, and technology. Level lll piano standards are written to continue the refinement of playing
and sight-reading skills. Students explore accompaniments and compositions in major and minor keys,
extend evaluation, improvisation and composition skills and explore West Virginia pianists and
composers. Students investigate relationships between piano literature and visual art.

Performing
MU.AP.3.1 Continue to refine major scales and arpeggios by increasing tempo and extending to
two octaves.
MU.AP.3.2 Perform minor scales and chords.
MU.AP.3.3 Parform pieces in both major and minor keys that include a wide variety of rhythms
and dynamic ranges.
MU.AP.3.4 Perform a graded solo
Exploring
MU.AP.3.5 Sight-read at an appropriate level.
MU.AP.3.6 Listen to, study, analyze and discuss piano works in different styles and genres, with
particular regard musical form (e.g. rondo, AB form, piano sonata).
MU.AP.3.7 Rotate key signatures in order of sharps and flats.
MU.AP.3.8 Play cadences including |, IV, and V chords in all studied major keys.
MU.AP.3.9 Evaluate their own musicianship to include phrasing, dynamics, rhythm, articulation,
expression, and technique.
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MU.AP.3.10 | Transpose by notating a simple piece in a closely related key

MU.AP.3.11 Continue to refine reading ornamental markings (e.g. grace notes, trill, turn,
appoggiatura).

Creating

MU.AP.3.12 Collaborate to compose a piece incorporating correct phrases, |, IV, V cadences, and
within a given form.

MU.AP.3.13 Improvise short melodies including steps and skips over specified chord progression.

MU.AP.3.14 Play cadences using major/minor |, IV, V, | chord patterns and improvise over such
cadences.

MU.AP.3.15 Compose a short melody and experiment with variations on such melody.

MU.AP.3.16 Compose an individual work within specified guidelines.

Relating

MU.AP.3.17 Relate musical styles/genres to periods and events in history.

MU.AP.2.18 Discuss piano works that have been inspired by works of visual art.

MU.AP.2.19 Listen to and discuss West Virginia pianists/composers, (e.g., George Crumb, David
Williams, Bob Thompson).

MU.AP.3.20 Compare piano technigues to those of other keyboard instruments (e.g., organ,
electronic keyboards, celesta).

MU.AP.3.21 Research a piece of piano music, the composer, and investigate the composer’s
internet (e.g. motive and/or inspiration behind composing the piece).

X-Ensemble Level | - Grades 6-12

All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates content standards,
learning skills, and technology. Level | X-Ensemble standards are written for beginning study of basic skills
and technigues. Students build good techniques, practice scales and cadences, explore reading rhythms
and notation, and perform basic accompaniments. Music literacy and evaluation skills are expanded. The
various roles of musicians are explored and identified.

Performing
MU.AX.1.1 Maintain a steady beat in performance and practice.
MU.AX.1.2 Demonstrate correct posture and body positioning.
MU.AX.1.3 Perform a variety of repertoire including contrasting dynamics, tempi, and rhythms in
simple meter.
MU.AX.1.4 Cultivate good tone quality specific to their instrument.
Exploring
MU.AX.1.5 Identify notes in the grand staff.
MU.AX.1.6 Read and notate a variety of rhythms in both duple and triple meters.
MU.AX.1.7 Visually identify different types of melodic motion and harmonic texture.
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MU.AX.1.8 Identify and discuss a variety of notation elements, including bar lines, measures,
accidentals, key signatures, phrase markings, repeat signs, D.C. al fing, D.5., coda.
MU.AX.1.9 Sight read appropriate literature.
MU.AX.1.10 Evaluate aspects of their own performance (e.g. correct rhythms, pitch, dynamics)
Creating
MU.AX.1.11 Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations.
MU.AX.1.12 Improvise an accompaniment for a familiar melody
Relating
MU.AX.1.13 Identify standout players of their instrument.
MU.AX.1.14 Research the origin of their instrument and related instruments.
MU.AX.1.15 Research and/or collect examples of exemplary instrumental technique across a
variety of styles.
MU.AX.1.16 Describe how sound is produced on their instrument and relate this to the science of

acoustics.

X-Ensemble Level Il - Grades 6-12

All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates content standards,
learning skills, and technology. Level Il X-Ensemble standards are written for students continuing the
study of the ensemble beyond entry level to a higher (advanced) level. Students refine their playing
technique, practice major and minor scales and cadences, and compose basic melodies and
accompaniments. Music reading and evaluation skills are expanded as appropriate. The various roles of
musicians are examined.

Performing
MU.AX.2.1 Expand rhythmic knowledge beyond level one skills to include syncopation.
MU.AX.2.2 Expand use and knowledge of contrasting dynamics and dynamic changes.
MU.AX.2.3 Perform and interpret more advance meters including compound and mixed.
MU.AX.2.4 Refine performance skills with proper posture and technique.
Exploring
MU.AX.2.5 Expand reading and notation skills on the grand staff
MU.AX.2.6 Interpret more advanced notational symbols (e.g. fermata, accents, tempo change and
dynamic changes).
MU.AX.2.7 Refine sight reading skills.
Creating
MU.AX.2.8 Improvise and/or compose a melody to match a chordal accompaniment using familiar

melodic and rhythmic patterns.
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Relating
MU.AX.2.9 Discuss pieces of music that have been inspired by works of visual art.
MU.AX.2.10 Relate musical style genres to periods and events in history.
MU.AX.2.11 Research a piece of well-known literature and its composer, investigating in particular
the compositional motives and intention.
MU.AX.2.12 Listen to and discuss West Virginia musicians.
MU.AX.2.13 Compare technigues to those of similar instruments.
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