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Process Commert Form

8 distinct commenters provided a total of 11 comments.

» Other: 4
« Prmncipal: 2
» Teacher: 5

Action

A3 | Comment was accepted and supports the proposed pelicy

A/C [ Comtnent was accepted and resulted in changes to the proposed policy

N |Comment was not accepted

DATE S  COMMENTER

] . COMMENTS

JACTIONYRATIONALE

£126-32-1 General

i

U don fully agree with making a student wait until histher last semester of senior year to take the last subtest of TASC.
iNot all schools are block scheols where you can get a group of senicrs. Some schools have Juniors and Seniors mixed
itogether. Basically this s telling me {o teach all kads the same subject and their work dossn matter because they can test
iwith the seniors. Its basically holding the student back. Instead of making this part of the poliey, why don we just add in
ithe policy that failure to complete Option 1 will result in students not getting their HSEA and will have to go back 1o
ilbeing in regular classtoom settings at whatever grade they were in before acceptance in the Options Pathway Program.

0502
15:37.06

2018~ leidi Griffith

Secondary Curnculum
Coordinator

iiflarrison County Schools

Clarksburg WV

The Harrison County Option Pathways Program in particular, the Option ! Program, tries to meet the individual needs
of all learners. The students i the Option 1 program have been identified by the “home” high school as “at nsk™
students that could benefit from the Option Pathways. These student have various issues and needs beyond the regular
classroom and in many cases they may need to work or care for their child or other family members. Due to these
circumstances and others we consider many things when allowing students to complete their TASC Assessments prior
{ito their last semester; in most cases the student was referred as a 10th or 11th grader starting the first year of a 2-year
CTE Program. Most of our students are able to compiete the TASC requirements in a 1-year persod and therefore
eligible to pursue ancther CTE program or employment, which many of our students need to do. Over the past 3 years
we have served and average of 38 Option | students with a graduation rate of 96%, a rate that would be higher if we
onty counted the students that actually took sll 5 TASC Assessments and failed to meet passing scores, but we include
all the students that quakhified for the Option 1 Program, many of which never tock a smgle TASC test before droppmg
out or came from a placement setting needing to complete the TASC Assessments, but never reposted to class.

'We have completed a detailed review of the past three academic years 2014/2015, 2015/2016, and 2016/2017 with the
specific goal of identifying Opticn 1 students that graduated with high school diplomas. In the 2014 /2015 tesm we had
onty 2 students compiete the TASC Assessments in the first year of their CTE, both of these students completed their
second year, and more mportantly both of these students entered a second program at UTC related to thewr completer
fiprograms. By completing the TASC before their last semester they were able to attend a full day at Unated Technical
Center (UTC) in order to study another trade, The 2015/2016 term vielded basically the same results, with 42 total
Option 1 students, 2 students that dropped out prior to taking any TASC Assessments, 38 students graduating in 2016
and the remaming 2 students completing their CTE programs and graduating in 2017, one of these students was selected
iiby an auto body shop for employment in the moming and attended his Tech Program in the afternoon. The 2016/2017
vear had 30 Option 1 students with 27 total 2017 graduates 2 of the 3 that did Not graduate are still enrolled with one
student com pleting the TASC (only math remaining) and the other student should complete his CTE program, Ag-
Science, 1st Semester 2017/2018 term, which mesans 29 of the 30 Option| students are still on track to graduate.

We have had some students over the past years move from Option 1 to Option 3 based on therr failure to pass their CTE
#Program, but in every case all of these students were either in their last semester of their CTE or ordered by the IS
IDivision of Juvenile Services) to expedite the student’s completion of their HSE Diploma. These situstions are likely to
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Ybe handled through the new Option Pathways mstructors specifically hired through DJIS to serve those court ardered
students.

{115 Phares Snyder

2018- §§teacher . ‘ Lo ‘ ‘ T
10514 {Calhoun-Gilmer Career 'The shakeholders that reviewed this policy did not include current or past Option Pathway teachers, nor did it include

15:27-08! ‘Center current or past Option Pathway students.
"Grantsvxlle wv

$126-32-8 Testing of Individuals 16, 17, or 18 Years of Age

§§Ryan K. Haught

33118,} é\){[}irgcgg‘m Valley Technical Thank-you for removing 6.2.a.7. - the "compelling reason” from the policy. Brings back the integrity of the process and

18-19-248 nstitnte prevents loosy-goosy interpretation of the policy.
St Marys, WV

It 1 mperative that this Ianguage be reinstated i this policy for students who successfully complete the Option
iPathway program m full or m part.

5.2.a.7 A student who successfully completes the Option Pathway has a compelling reason to attend schocl for fewer

018 Sigjhz?ares Snyder than four full years andfor be scheduled for course for less than the full instructional day. For example, a student

0514 Hralhoun-Gili er Career successfully passes the Optien Pathway high school equivalency assessment and completes the career and technical

15:27-084Center concentration. At that point they have completed the requirements for graduation even though their g_raduatlon coh_ort
T G rantsville WV may not have praduated. Another example would be when a student has successfully passed the Option Pathway high

school equivalency assessment but has not yet comypleted thesr career and technical concentration. That student may
only need to aftend school during the part of the day for the career and technical courses. In both examples, the students
would not need to be enrolled for the four full years or for the full instructional day. The county or school would not
acquire 3 penalty for graduation rate or attendance rate in either scenario.

§126-32-6 Testing of Individuals 16, 17, or 18 Years of Age Participating in ODTP or Government Program

{We tend to have problems with students who complete the Mountaineer Challenge Academy but do not complete the
{HSEA. They are released because they have completed MCA, but we have difficulty in getting them to come to the
JOPTIONS progeam to get help to complete the HSEA. Would it be a problem for them to TABE test students and have
dtheir scores be a condition on getting in to MUA?

§126-32-7 Criteria for Administering Option Pathway in West Virginia High School and ODTP Facilities

7.1 Suggestion to not only indicate that failed major core courses is who the program is designed for because an at risk
student might have passing grades but be indicating to the staff that he/she 15 considering ¢uitting school. This student I
would define ag "at-risk” only but the option pathway maght provide an alternative for them to stay m school.

{Anna
2018-  {Director of

¥04-17  HCurrienhun/CTE/Secondary . . . . ] . .
20:35:064F ayette County Schools 7.1.a1 do not agree with this section at all. If a student can complete the HSEA why are we forcing them to wait? What

§ vottoville WV iif they apree to stay m the CTE program but have ajob also? I know the purpose is to make certain they stay n the CTE
ayetwev! jprograms but the better your CTE center 13 the more likely they wili stay. I weuldn want to loose a student because this
figuideline was in state code. Let the county determ me if they need this statement. Our county does not!

2018~ HChristina Wayhbright iRemoval of section 6.2.2.7. is cause for alarm to existing Option Pathway Progzams in the traditional high school and
05-14  ¥Option Pathway Teacher  ljoareer technical center settings. This porizon of the old policy has allowed students to have a half day attendance waiver
14:57:588Upshur County Schools  {after completing all TASC subtests, and allows the teacher of the program to work with more students onice those
iBuckhannon WV iwaivers begin. Once a student completes all 5 tests, even in the final semester of the program, additional students can be
gput into the Option Pathway and make a path to graduation. Ths year, T had several such students who began m January
jor February, and will graduate on time. The Option Pathway is designed for no mere than a 15:1 student:teacher ratio.
fThﬁs 1s wise because these students typically require more individualized attention for both instruction and behavioral
ireasons. Behavioral sssues will abound 1if this attendance waiver is not continued in the future. Alse, if all 15 students m
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iitwo that they are in attendance to complete their credil recovery testing and paperwork, Option 1 siudents have to be

Process Comment Form

all class periods are required to remain for the entire school year, serving Option 2 students wall become MUCH more
difficult. The large amount of individual attention required for processing Option 2 students means that for the day or

self.motivated for the day. As you might imagine, these students are not typically self-motivated or MOST of them
would not be m the Option Pathway!

4If the intentzon of the removal of this section 15 to disallow the half-day attendance waivers that we have been using to
ibenefit students and schools, then I oppose the removal of this section, and hope that you wilt add it back to the policy.

--Thank you for vour time!

§126-32-8 Criteria for Administering Option Pathway Sepplemental Programs

SEAnna
2018-  HDirector of

20:35:06 deetm County Schools
..P ayetteville WV

404-17  §Curriculim/CTE/Secondaryifs. 3.b Students return from MCA with some of the HSEA completed. Shouidn they complete the remaining pieces to

Section 8.2.3 All students who achieve a diploma or a high scheol equivalency should count as graduates. Home
schooled students get to write their own diplomas why doesn a state approved equivalent count?

earn the full high school diploma? Why would they go back to the high school and start all over with their course of

study? The MCA should not release the student until they complete the program or unless the student drops the
dprogram.

i eidi Griffith

2018-  #Secondary Curreulum
I05.02  #iCoordinator
15:37:06{iHarrison County Schools

#This wording was in the previous policy and needs to be put back in. It needs fo be an option for some students, who
§have extenuating circumstances, If it is available to students at the Mountaineer Challenge Academy, it needs to be an
; available option for cur public schools Cptions programs. "A student who successfully completes the Option Pathway
ihas a compelling reason to attend schaol for fewer than four full years and or be scheduled for courses less than the full
! instructional day. For example, a student successfully passes the Option Pathway high scheel equivalency assessment
! iland completes the career technical concentration. At that point they have completed the requirements for gradustion

i even though their graduation cohort may not yet have graduated. Another example would be when & student
isuccessfuily passed the Option Pathway high school equivalency assesstent but has not yet completed thewr career
Ytechnical concentration. That student may only need to attend school during the part of the day for the career and
;technwal courses. In both examples, the students would not need to be enrolled for the four full years or for the full
dinstructional day. The county or school would not acquire a penalty for graduation rate or attendance rate in either

dscenaro.”

Clarksburg WV
018 i elanie tillman
Yoso  jLeacher
08,50,1.;,‘"Harr1son County Schools
T THClarksburg WV

iThe omission of Section 6.2.27 regardmg sotme Cption Pathway students have 2 compelling reason for attendmng fewer
dthan four years of & full school day . . . is distressing. The fact that these students come to us because they do not fit the
l “traditional” student model and yet they want an opportunity to prove themselves and become graduates as well as

iproductive members of socsety. If they have already completed their CTE obligation and have an opportumty/need to go
fto work . . . I don think its necessary to compel them to attend one more year. The Option Pathway is a great “one year®

Spmgram dﬂd trying to stretch it out to two years or more witl do more harm than good.

14 lot of adminstrative personnel and staff members view the program as an easier alternative to a traditional high
Sschcol diploma. | assure you preparmg for the TA 3¢ Test is not an easter alternative. Every year the standardcs get a

; I hope you will reconsider the omission of section 6.2.a7. Without if, I believe it will do a tremendous dis-service to
ihundreds of Cption Pathway students across the state as well as reduce the Option Pathway progran:s effectiveness
doverall. It 1s my understandmg that Policy 2510 was not suitable for all studertts and Policy 24444 addressed those

Edeficiencies. Keep moving farward. Theres no need to do an about face on Pelicy 2444.4
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Via ELECTRONIC MAIL (EKILLIONEK 1 2. Wy, Us)

Ellen Killion

Coordinator

West Virginia Departiment of Education
Capitol Building. 6, Room 243
Charleston, WV 25305

Re:  Comment on Rule 24444
Dear Ms, Killion:

By way of introduction, the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) is
a national organization whose mission 1s to protect the fundamental constitutional right of
parents to direct the education and upbringing of their children. With over 80,000 member
farmilies, we are the world’s largest homeschool advocacy organization.

On pehalf of our member families in West Virginia, I am submitiing this comunent
on the West Virginia Department of Education’s (WVDE) rale “Issuance of the State of
West Virginia High School Equivalency Diploma and Option Pathway (Rule 2444 .4).”

We request that WVDE allow sixteen-year old homeschooled students, with parental
permission, to obtain a West Virginia High School Equivalency Dipioma. In §126-32-5,
the regulation asserts the following: “S.1. Individuals who are 16, 17, or 18 vears of age
are eligible to sit for the HSEA under any of the following circumstances: 5.1.a. The
individual has officially withdrawn from a public high school prior to test registration as
evidenced by documentation from the last school/system attended, or by documentation
from the county atiendance dircctor that includes the withdrawal date as it is defingd in
W. Va, 126CSR81, WVBE Policy 4110, Attendance; or 5.1.b, The individual is enrolled
in the Option Pathway; or §.1.¢. The individual, at least 17 years of age, is homeschooled
and provides the appropriate documentation as specified hy the WVDE (emphasis
added).”

HOMESCHOOL Lecar DEFENST ASL0C
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Ellen Kiilion
May 11, 2018
Page 2 of 2

We ask WVDI to correct this discrepaticy in the regulation between the minimum
age requirement for non-homeschoolers and for homeschoolers. Sixteen-year old
homeschooled students should be allowed to receive a High School Equivalency Diploma
if their non-homeschooled peers allowed to do so. For WVDL to maintain such &
discrepancy in Rule 2444 .4 is at least inequitable if not potentially discriminatory,

if vou wsﬁo‘u‘idﬁhaw any questions or require any sdditional information, please
contact me. 1 can be reached at (540) 338-5600.

Very truly yours,

Michael P. Donnelly

MPD/ib



W, Va, 126CSR32 Policy 2844.4: fssunnce of the State of West Virginia High Schoot
Equivalency Biploma and Option Pathway
Comment Response Farm

Comment Feriod Eods: May 14, 2018

The following farm is providad to assist those wha cioose 0 comimant o Pelisy 3444.4: Issuancpof the
Stete of West Virginia High Sthool Equivaleucy Diplores and Option Pathway, Addittonal sheats rhay be
attached, If nscessary,

Aemafne?

EXW A oy Nooa N B R
Name: /} i L«'{j{ﬁg% AN Organization: SR
s & & B Vs o Ha o
Tier | SOdnand LS
. J " oo . Yag 4
City: g ndid ekl State: Al
Pleass check rhe box below that bess describeg your role.
Iy Schoot Systerm Superintandent [} Schoot System Stair [} Parent/Family
[ Principal Y Teacher 7 Business/industry
3 Professional Support Staff [ Service Personngd 1 Community Mamber

CONPMENTS/SUGGESTIONS

S125-32-4, Quneral

$128-33-2, State of West Virginie High School Equivalency Diploma.

§126-32-3. Applving for Festing,

§126-32-4. Basis for lssuing the State of West Virginia High School Equivatency Diploma,

136325, Testing of individuals 46, 17, or 18 Years of Age.
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W. Va. 126C5R32 Policy 2444.4: 1ssuance of the State of West Virginia High School
Equivalency Diploma and Option Pathway
Comment Response Form

§126-32-6. Testing of Individuals 16, 17, or 18 Years of Age Participating in ODTP or Government
Program.

§126-32-7. Criteria for Administering Option Pathway in West Virginia High School and ODTP

§126-32-8, Criteria for Administering Option Pathway Supplemental Programs.

§126-32-9. Residence.

§126-32-10. Transcription of Scores.

§126-32-11. Falsification of the High School Equivalency Tests Information and/or Center
Violations.

$126-32-12. Testing Fees.

§126-32-13. Severabllity.

Please direct all comments to:

Ellen Killion

Dffice of Adult Education

Woest Virginia Department of Education
Capitol Building 6, Room 243
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Fast
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330
E-Mail Address: ekillon@k12.wv.us
Fax No.: 304.558-3946.
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Comment One — If this policy passes, will students who are currently enrolled in the Option Pathway
with plans to complete a local career concentration be permitted to graduate in May 20197

Comment Two — Although it is beneficial for students to complete a CTE concentration, not all potential
Options students can complete a CTE concentration and graduate with a 4 year cohort. CTE programs
generally take two years to complete on a seven or eight period day. Thus with a CTE concentration
requirement, Options students must be identified by the end of their sophomore year and enrolled in to
a CTE program of study at the start of their 11" grade year. The philosophy at our school is for Options
to be used as a safety net. We provide students with all available supports and accommodations before
referring them to the Options program. Without the ability to use our local career concentrations which
provide greater flexibility in scheduling, we will either have to refer students earlier to the program or
ask students to stay for a 5" year. Unfortunately, | am not confident that our at-risk students will be
willing to stay for an extra year of high school to complete a concentration.

Comment Three — We are fortunate in our county to offer a wide array of CTE programs to our students.
However, there are career fields of interest that are not covered at our CTE center. For example, a
student who desires to enter the art field would complete a career concentration using advanced art
classes. At this time we do not have any CTE programs available to our art students. One remedy to this
issue could be utilizing CTE West Virginia Virtual School courses. However, generally our at-risk students
do not perform well in the WVVS course settings.

Comment Four — Many of our at-risk students are students who have transferred several times
throughout their high schoo! career. !t is often difficult for these students to complete CTE
concentrations due to programs in different counties not aligning. Additionally, if they transfer mid-
year, they are not able to enroll in CTE courses. Thus disqualifying them from the Options program
based on circumstances of which they cannot control.

When | first began my career as a school counselor, | was wary of the Options program. | had doubts
about its effectiveness. However, | am now a proponent of it. | have seen over and again how it
provides the opportunity to earn a diploma for students who would not have done so otherwise. For
many different reasons, we have had students excel in the Options program that were not able to
succeed in the traditional classroom. If the policy passes as proposed, | will still be happy to utilize the
Options program and help our at-risk students find success. However, | believe it is a more effective, fair
and inclusive policy if locally approved career concentrations are made available to Options students.

Thank you.



